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REPORT OF JOSEPH MURRAY, SPECIAL TREASURY AGENT, 
FOR THE YEAR 1894. 



Ofpiob op Speoial Aoent, 

Tbbasuby Depabtment, 
Washington, D. 0., December 30, 1894. 

Sib: I have the honor to report that, in compliance with Department 
instructions dated June 12, 1894, 1 went to the seal islands of Alaska 
and inspected the fur-seal rookeries, noting particularly the numbers 
and present condition of the seals in comparison with what they were 
every year since I first saw them in 1889. 

I afterwards sailed along the American coast fix>m Unalaska to San 
Francisco, calling at every important settlement on the way ; inspecting 
every salmon stream and cannery on the route; making diligent inquiry 
into the condition of the native inhabitants of Alaska; the wants and 
desires of the white settlers who are busy developing the natural re- 
sources of the Territory, and noting the views of the people generally 
on all that appertains to the present and future prosperity of the new 
country. 

On July 10, 1 left San Francisco on board the XT. S. revenue cutter 
£imA, Gapt. 0. L. Hooper commanding, and arrived on the 15th at Fort 
Townsend, where we were afterwards joined by Hon. 0. S. Hamlin, 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, who accompanied us to the seal 
islands and back as far as Vancouver City, British Columbia. 

We sailed on board the Rush from Fort Townsend July 23 and 
arrived at the seal islands August 3, first touching at St. George and 
sailing along the coast, inspecting all the rookeries on that island 
except Zapadnie, and then sailed over to St. Faul Island, where we 
landed in a dense fog at 6 o'clock p. m. 

The seal islands, commonly called the Fribilof group, consist of four 
distinct islands in Bering Sea, situated between 55^ and 57^ north 
latitude, and about 170^ west longitude from Greenwich. They are 
about 200 miles west from the nearest point on the mainland of Alaska, 
200 miles north of the Aleutian chain, and 200 miles south of St. Mat- 
thews Island, or, in other words, they are about 200 iniles away from 
any other land. 

The seal islands are nearly 2,300 miles from San Francisco, and about 
1,600 miles, as the ship sails, directly west from Sitka. 

They are known, respectively, as St. Faul, St. George, Otter, and 
Walrus islands. 

Otter and Walrus are small and of no importance, and as the seals 
do not haul out at present on either of them regularly, and as they are 
not included in the lease, it will not be necessary to refer to them again.* 

St. Faul, the larger of the two principal islands, is long, low, and 
narrow, its extreme length and breadth being 12 and 6 miles, respec- 
tively, and its total area being about 36 square miles. Around the 
greater part of the island runs a long, low, sandy beach, easy of access," 
where the seals haul out without difficulty, and where they were to be 

i In 1894 about 1,000 seals hauled out on Otter Island. 

3 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



4 ALASKA INDUBTBIEA. 

found for a century in greater numbers than on any other spot on the 
earth. 

St. George Island has an area of about 27 square miles, and its sides 
rise out of the water so abruptly and so steep that there ai*e only a few 
places around the whole coast upon which anything coming out of the 
sea can find a footing, and consequently the numl^r of s^tls landing 
must of necessity be limited, which accounts, I think, for the great di^ 
ference in the numbers to be found on the two islands. 

OLIMATB. 

The islands are situated in the path of the Japan current, which, on 
meeting the icy waters of the north at this point, brings forth the dense 
summer fogs for which Bering Sea is so justly fiEhmous, and in which the 
islands are enveloped from May to September. Owing to difierence of 
altitude, St. George Island being much higher than St. Paul, there is a 
very marked difference in the amount of rainfall on each — fully five 
times the volume falling on St. George, although the islands are only 
40 miles apart. 

The average temperature for the year is about 35^, ranging from 95^ 
to &P in the summer, and from zero to 16o below in winter. 

Both of the islands are of volcanic origin, and there is not a sign of 
tree, shrub, or vine on either of them. They are covered in season with 
moss, grass, and wild flowers, but it is impossible to raise anything by 
cultivation, for, no matter how rich the soil may be, there is not enough 
sunshine to ripen the crop. Thick fog, leaden sky, drizzly rain, mist, 
and moisture are the general conditions ruling there^ and during a con- 
tinuous residence of thirty months — fifteen on each island — I saw only 
six wholly clear, sunshiny days. 

The surface of the highlands on St. George is covered with loose and 
broken rock — ^rock broken into all shapes and ^izes, from that of a x)ebble 
to boulders weighing many tons, and thrown together into every imag- 
inable x>osition except a level one. 

On St. Paul the winds of centuries have heaped the sands of the sea- 
shore into dunes of considerable height and magnitude, and filled up 
many cavities and rough spots, but, excepting a sBght covering of most 
nutritious reindeer moss, the greater part of the surface of St. George 
remains to-day as it came from the hands of the Creator. 

And yet nature finds a use for those rugged and unshapely rocks, for 
under and between them, where the prowling, crafty fox can not pene- 
trate, millions of sea birds build their nests, and lay their eggs, and 
rear their young. I use the word millions advisedly, and I believe I 
might say billions, and yet be within the bounds of truth. 

One of the most beautiftd sights to be seen in this otherwise desolate 
region is the return of the birds from the sea to their nests during the 
hatching season, when toward evening they fill the air and darken the 
sun for hours in their flight with their countless numbers. 

Here, too, on St. George Island the famous blue fox finds a perma- 
nent home, and grows fi) perfection, for here he has abundance of 
choice and dainty food, and no one to molest him out of season. 

SEALS. 

To these islands, notwithstanding their cheerless aspect, their dreary 
barren shores, their damp and foggy climate, come the fur seals every 
year with the unerring regularity of the seasons; here they haul out of 
the water and make their home on land for six months at least, during 
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which time they bring forth and rear their young, after which they 
return to the sea, and disappear in the depths of the great ocean until 
the days lengthen out again and nature tells them to return. 

Given a few warm, sunny days any time about April 20, and the 
"first bull" may be seen carefuUy reconnoitering a rookery and event- 
ually hauling out and taking possession of the identical rock or spot 
of earth ux>on which he dwelt with his family last year, and upon which 
he himself, in all probability, was bom. 

Early in May the breeding males or bulls begin to arrive in large 
numbers and select their stations, upon which they lie down and sleep 
for several weeks, or until about the time the breeding females or cows 
are expected, when they assume an upright sitting x)osture and send 
forth at intervals a cry peculiar to the fur seal, which is supposed to 
be an invitation or signal to the approaching cows. 

About the middle of May, and long before the arrival of the cows, 
the large young males, or bachelors, begin to arrive at the islands; 
and they, too. would haul out upon the breeding grounds were it not 
that the bulls are there to prevent it by driving them off. "So male 
seal can stay on the breeding grounds that is not old enough and strong 
enough to maintain his position against all comers. The young males 
are thus naturally forced to herd by themselves at a safe distance from 
the breeding grounds during the breeding season, and this regulation 
in turn serves a very good purpose, for, as the breeding and killing 
seasons run together through the moiiths of June and Jrdy, the young 
males can be easily surrounded and driven to the killing grounds with- 
out having to disturb the breeding seals. 

Kone but young male seals are ever killed for food or for skins or for 
any other purpose on the islands. 

About June 10 the cows begin to arrive and haul out and select their 
stations for the season. 

It has been claimed that the bulls meet the cows at the water's edge 
and fight bloody battles for them, but my observation has convinced me 
that the cow h^self selects her station, and having once made a choice 
she is certainly compelled to remain there. 

Shortly after the arrival of the ieows the young seals or pups are to 
be seen upon the rookeries; and it is safe to say that, with few excep- 
tions, they are all brought forth by July 25. 

I have for six years paid particular attention to the formation of the 
harems or families, and I find that from July 10 to 20 the rookeries are 
fullest and at their best, and I have counted from 1 to 72 cows in one 
harem. 

After bringing forth their young the cows go into the sea to feed, 
returning to and nursing their offspring every few hours at first, but 
gradually lengthening their stay into days and weeks before they 
return. 

Wlieu about four or five weeks old the pups begin to stir around and 
get acquainted with one another, forming pods or crowds, and running 
in company, at first inclining toward the interior of the rookery, and 
afterwards, as they advance in age and strength, they direct their steps 
toward the beach, where they paddle around in the shallows until, step 
by step, they learn to swim. 

About the beginning of August the harems are broken up, the com- 
pact formation of the herd is dissolved, and the different sexes mix and 
mingle together indiscriminately all over the rookeries and hauling 
grounds. 

When the buU hauls out in May he is as "round as a barrel" and as 
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6 ALASKA TNDU8TRTEB. 

fat and sleek and glossy as possible: bat after a four months' residence 
on laud, where he never tastes food or drink, he becomes so poor and 
gaunt and weak that it is with the utmost difficulty he crawls off into 
tiie sea when he leaves, late in August or early in September, to take 
his annual journey through Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean. 
By September 15 the bulls have disappeared, and by the middle of 
October the largest of the young males have followed them. 

Early in November the cows ^gin to leave, and if the weather turns 
unusually cold or rough they do not delay their departure. 

The pups leave about the middle of November, and the yearlings, 
male and female, leave early in December. 

In exceptionally fine weather it is common to see a few seals in the 
waters around the islands all winter, and in rare instances they have 
been taken on shore as late as January^ but the great herd follows a 
well-defined and (at present) well-known path through the Bering Sea 
and the North Pacific Ocean south and east from the seal islands to 
the coast of California, nearly opposite Gape St. Lucas, and return 
along the American coast and the Aleutian Islands to Bering Sea. 

The following very accurate description of the fur seal and its pecul- 
iarities is taken from the report of the United States Bering Sea 
Oommissioners: 

1. The northern far seftl (Callorhinus urnnus) is An inhabitant of Bering Sea and the 
Sea of Okhutok, where it breeds on rocky islands. Only four breeding colonies are 
known, namely, (1) on the Pribilof Islands, belonging to the United States; (2) on 
the Commander Islands, belonging to Bussia; (3) on Kobben Reef, belonging to Kns- 
Bia; and (4) on the Kurilo Islands, belonflring to Japan. The Pribilof and Commander 
Islands are in Bering Sea; Robben Reef is in the Sea of Okhotsk, near the island of 
Saghalien, and the Knrile Islands are between Yezo and Kamchatka. The species is 
not known to breed in any other part of the world. The fur seals of Lobos Island 
and the south seas, and also those of the Galapagos Islands and the islands off Lower 
California, belong to widely different species, and are placed in different genera from 
the northern fur seal. 

2. In winter the far seals migrate into the North Pacific Ocean. The herds from 
the Commander Islands. Robben Reef, and the Kurile Islands move south along the 
Japan coast, while the iierd belonging to the Pribilof Islands leaves Bering Sea by 
the eastern passes of the Aleutian chain. 

3. The far seals of the Pribilof Islands do not mix with those of the Commander 
and Kurile islands at any time of the ^ear. In summer the two herds remain 
entirely distinct, separated by a water interval of several hundred miles; and in 
their winter migrations those from the Pribilof Islands follow the American coast 
in a southeasterly direction, while those from the Commander and Kurile islands fol- 
low the Siberian and Japan coasts in a southwesterly direction, the two herds being 
separated in winter bv a water interval of several thousand miles. 

This regularity in the movements of the different herds is in obedience to the well- 
known law that migratory animals follow definite routes in miration, and return 
year after year to the same places to breed. Were it not for this law there would 
be no such thing as stability of species, for interbreeding and existence under diverse 
physiographic conditions would destroy all specific characters. * 

The pelage of the Pribilof fur seals differs so markedly from that of the Commander 
Islands fur seals that the two are readily distinguished by experts, and have very 
different values, the former commanding much higher prices than the latter at the 
regular London sales. 

4. The old breeding males of the Pribilof herd are not known to range much south 
of the Aleutian Islands, but the females and young appear along the American coast 
as far south as northern California. Returning, the herds of females move north- 

> The home of a species is the area over which it breeds. It is well known to nat- 
aralists that migratory animals, whether mammals, birds, fishes, or members of 
other groups, leave their homes for a part of the year 1>ecause the climatic conditions 
or the food supply become unsuited to their needs; and that wherever the home of a 
species is so situated as to provide a suitable climate and food supply throughout the 
year such species do not migrate. This is the explanation of the fact that the north- 
ern fur seals are migrants, while the fur sealB of tropical and warm temperate lati- 
tudes do not migrate. 
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ward along the ooaste of Oregon, Washingion, and British Columbia in January, 
February, and March, occnring at varying distances from shore. Following the 
Alaskan coast northward and westward, they leave the North Pacific Ocean in June, 
traverse the eastern passes in the Aleutian chain, and proceed at onoe to the Pribilof 
Islands. 

5. The old (breeding) males reach the islands much earlier, the first coming the 
lost week in April or early in May. They at onoe land and take stands on the rook- 
eries, where they await the arrival of the females. Each male (called a bull) selects 
a large rock, on or near which he remains until August, unless driven off by stronger 
bulls, never leaving for a single instant, night or day, and taking neither food nor 
water. Both before and for some time after the arrival of the females (called cows) 
the bulls fight savagely among themselves for positions on the rookeries and for pos- 
session of the cows, and many are severely wounded.- Ail the bulls are located by 
June 20. 

6. The bachelor seals (hoUnschickie) beffin to arrive early in May, and large num- 
bers are on the hauling grounds by the end of May or first week of June. They begin 
to leave the islands in November, but many remain into December or January, and 
sometimes into February. 

7. The cows begin arriving early in June, and soon appear in large schools or 
droves, immense numbers taking their places on the rookeries each day between the 
middle and the end of the month, the precise dates varying with the weather. They 
assemble about the old bulls in compact groups, called harems. The harems are 
complete early in July, at which time the breeding rookeries attain their maximum 
size and compactness. 

8. The cows give birth to their young soon after taking their places cm the harems, 
in the latter part of Juno and in July, but a few are delayed until August. The 
period of gestation is between eleven and twelve months. 

9. A single young is bom in each instance. The young at birth are about equally 
divided as to sex. 

10. The act of nursing is performed on land, never in the water. It is necessary, 
therefore, for the cows to remain at the islands until the young are weaned, which 
is not until they are four or five montlis old. Each mother knows her own pup, and 
will not permit any other to nurse. This is the reason so many thousand pups starve 
to death on the rookeries when their mothers are killed at sea. We have repeatedly 
seen nursing cows come out of the water and search for their young, often traveling 
considerable distances and visiting group after group of pups before finding their 
own. On reaching an assemblage of pups, some of which are awake and others 
asleep, she rapidly moves about among them, sniffing at each, and then gallops off to 
the next. Those that are awake advance toward her, with the evident purpose of 
nursingi but she repels them with a snarl and passes on. When she finds her own 
she fondles it a moment, turns partly over on her side so as to present her nipples, 
and it promptly begins to suck. In one. instance we saw a mother carry her pup 
back a distance of 15 meters (50 feet) before, allowing it to nurse. It is said that the 
cows sometimes recognize their young by their cry, a sort of bleat. 

11. Soon after birth the pups move away from the harems and huddle tog^ether in 
small groups, called '' pods," along the borders of tH^ breeding rookeries and at some 
distance from the water. The small groups gradually unite to form larger groups, 
which move slowly down to the Wtiter's edge. When six or eight weeks old the 
pups begin to learn to swim. Not only are the young not bom at sea, but if soon 
aftor birth they are washed into the sea they are drowned. 

12. The fur seal is polygamous, and the male is at least five times as large as the 
female. As a rale each male serves about fifteen or twenty females, but in some 
oases as many as fifty or more. 

13. The act of copulation takes place on land, and lasts from five to ten minutes. 
Most of the cows are served by the middle of July, or soon after the birth of their pups. 
They then take to the water, and come and go for food while nursing. 

14. Many young bulls succeed in securing a few cows behind or away from the 
breeding harems, particularly late in the season (after the middle of July, at which 
time the regular harems begin to break up). It is almost certain that many, if not 
most, of the cows are served for the first time by these young buUs, either on the 
hauling grounds or along the water front. 

These young bulls may be distinguished at a glance from those on the regular harems 
by the circumstance that they are rot and in excellent condition, while those that have 
fasted for three months on the breeding rookeries are much emaciated and exhausted. 
The youn^ bulls, even when they have succeeded in capturing a number of cows, 
can be driven from their stands with little difficulty, while (as is well known) the 
old balls on the harems will die in their tracks rather than leave.' 

15. The cows are believed to take the bull first when 2 years old, and deliver their 
first pup when 3 years old. 

16. Bulls first take stands on the breeding rookeries when 6 or 7 years old. Before 
this they are not powerful enough to fight the older bulls for positions on the harems. 
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17. CowB, when nnning, regularly travel long difitances to feed. They are tn- 
qnently found 100 or 150 miles from the islands, and sometimes at greater distances 

18. The food of the fur Heal consists of fish, squids, crustaceans, and probably other 
forms of marine life. 

19. The groat majority of cows, pups, and such of the breeding bulls as have not 
already gone, leave the islands about the middle of November, the date varying con- 
siderably with the season. 

20. Part of the nonbreeding male seals (hollnschickie), together with a few old 
bulls, remain until January, and la rare instances nntil February, or even later. 

21. The far seal as a species is present at the Fribilof Islands eight or nine months 
of the year, or from two-thirds to three-fourths of the time, and in mild winters 
sometimes during the entire year. The breeding bulls arrive earliest and remain 
continuously on the islands about four months. The breeding cows remain about 
six months, and part of the nonbreeding m^e seals about eight or nine months, and 
sometimes throughont the entire year. 

22. During the northward migration, as has been stated, the last of the body or 
herd of fur seals leave the Nortn Pacific and enter Bering Sea in the latter part of 
June. A few scattered individuals, however, are seen during the summer at various 
points along the northwest coast. These are probably seals that were so badly 
wounded by pelagic sealers that they could not travel with the rest of the herd to 
the Pribilof Islands. It has been alleged that younff fur seals have been found in 
early summer on several occasions along the coast of British Columbia and south- 
eastern Alaska. While no authentic case of the kind has come to our notice, it would 
be expected from the large number of cows that are wounded each winter and spring 
along these coasts and are thereby rendered unable to reach the breeding rookeries, 
and must peiforce give birth to tneir young (perhaps prematurely) wherever they 
mav be at the time. 

23. The reason the northern fur seal inhabits the Pribilof Islands to the exclusion 
of all other islands and coasts is that it here finds the climatic and physicnl condi- 
tions necessary to its life wants. This species requires a uniformly low temperature 
and overcast sky and a foggy atmosphere to prevent the sun's rays from injuring it 
during the long summer season when it remains upon the rooKeries. It requires 
also rocky beaches on which to bring forth its young. No islands to the northward 
or southward of the Pribilof Islands, with the possible exception of limited areas 
on the Aleutian chain, are known to possess the requisite combination of climate 
and physical conditions. 

All statements to the e£fect that fur seals of this species formerly bred on the 
coasts and islands of California and Mexico are erzoneous, the seals remaining there 
belonging to widely different species. 

DBIYINa AHD XILLINC^. 

When the first young males, or bachelors, arriye at the islands in 
May, a drive is made for food for the natives, who are hungry for fresh 
meat, not having tasted aiy since the preceding November. 

All of the driving is done under the immediate and exclusive direc- 
tions of the native chief, who is the most experienced and most trust-, 
worthy man on the island. 

Should the seals happen to lie near the water, it will be necessary to 
wait till the tide runs out before disturbing them. At the proper time 
• a dozen men are on the ground, and silently and swiftly running in 
single file along the beach they form a line between the seals and the 
sea; and then the startled animals will immediately start inland, where 
they are slowly followed by the men, until they are too far from the beach 
to escape to the water, when they are put in charge of three or four of the 
men, who bring them along slowly to the killing grounds, which is never 
less than half a mile away fh>m the nearest breeding seals. No other 
part of the work done in taking seal skins is more carefully performed 
than the driving of seals; they are never driven at a pace greater than 
about one mile in three hours, and most of the driving is done during 
the night, so as to take advantage of the dew and moisture, and to avoid 
the sudden appearance of the sun, which is always more or less injuri- 
ous to seal life on a drive. The stories told by interested men about 
careless and reckless driving are not true, and, for obvious reasons, 
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can not be true, because oveFdriying means oyerheatingy and an oyer 
heated fur seal Ir one from which the far has fallen and left the skin 
yalueless, and that means a loss to natiyes, lessees, and Goyernment 
alike. As there is no one to benefit by oyerdriying, it is neyer indulged 
in; and during an exx)erience of six years on the islands I neyer saw a 
skin injured by oyerheating or oyerdriying. 

As most of the driyes are made in the night, the seals are allowed to 
lie in the damp grass around the killing grounds for seyeral hours before 
killing takes place; and it is customary to allow them to rest for a few 
hours, no matter when they are driyen, because it is best for the skin 
and for the flesh that the animal be killed while it is cool and quiet 
rather than while it may be warm and excited. 

There are four different and well-defined killing grounds on St. Paul 
Island, fh>m some one of which the most distant hauling ground or 
rookery is not to exceed 2^ miles. 

On St. George there are two killing grounds, from some one of which 
the most distant rookery or hauling ground is not to exceed 3 uiiles, 
and during the past fifteen years there has not been a longer driye made 
on either island than 3 miles, interested parties to the contrary not> 
withstanding. 

Generally the kiUing is done just after breakfast, and the whole pop- 
ulation turns out and takes part in the work. 

The men and boys are diyided into grades or classes : Clubbers, stick- 
ers, flipperers, and skinners ; the women and girls following the skinners 
and taking care of the blubber and meat. 

Two men at opposite sides of the herd will, by adyancing till they 
meet, cut out twenty or thirty seals from the main body and driye them 
up to the killing ground, where six experienced men stand armed with 
clubs of ash or hickory about 5} feet long and about 3 inches thick at 
the heayier end, which end is generally bound in sheet iron to preyent 
its destruction by the continuous biting of the seals. 

The clubbers are under the immediate orders of the lessee's local 
agent who is a man of large exx>erience in seal work, one who can tell 
at a glance how much the skin of any particular seal will weigh, and 
he points out the seals to be clubbed. 

A smart blow on the head knocks the seal down and stuns him, and 
if the blow has been properly dealt he neyer reooyers: but quite often 
it requires two to three blows from a bungler to finish him. The 
clubbed seals are dragged into line and counted, and then ^^ stuck" 
and <*fiipx>ered,'' or, in other words, they are stabbed to the heart and 
allowed to bleed fr^ly; and then a knife is drawn around the head 
and fiippers. seyering the skin and leaying it ready for the skinner, 
who strips it off in short order and spreMls it eyenly on the damp 
grass, flesh side down, to cool. 

These seyeral operations are repeated till the desired number are 
killed, when the remaining seals are allowed to go into the water and 
return to the hauling grounds. 

Aiter the skin has been remoyed, the women take the carcass and, 
after stripping off the blubber or fat, cut off the choice meat in strips 
to dry; and^ when dried, they pack it into the dried stomach of the sea 
lion, where it is kept air- tight and preseryed for an indefinite i>eriod. 

Tne remainder of the seal is boiled and eaten as wanted. 

When all the seals killed are skinned, the skins are taken by wagon 
to the salt house, where they are assorted and carefully inspected by the 
lessee's agent, who throws out as rejected all skins that do not come 
up to a certain standard. There are three classes of r^ected skins, 
namely: oat^ small, and stagy. 
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A cut skin is one that has been bitten through by one seal biting 
another during one of their many battles, or it may have been acci- 
dentally cut during the operation of skinning; a small skin is one that 
weighs a little less than the minimum standard set up by the lessee's 
agent, generally less than 6 pounds. After July the fhr seal sheds his 
hair, and it is during the shedding season, when the old hair is falling 
out and before the new hair has attained its full growth, that the skin 
is said to be stagy. 

The fur of a stagy skin is just as good as any other; but the half- 
grown new hair, being shorter than the fiir, can not be plucked out by 
hand or by machinery, and is therefore considered a blemish on the 
skin, in consequence of which its price and value are naturally lowered 
in the market 

Heretofore, and until the adoption of the modus vivendi in 1891, it 
was customary to allow the natives to kill seals for food at any and all 
times when they were to be found on the islands. And it was in this 
way, and in this way only, that stagy skins were ever taken and wasted, 
because all skins that are rejected by the lessee's agent are wasted so 
fskv as Government interests and revenue are concerned. 

No killing should be permitted for any purpose whatsoever during 
the stagy season, say from July 31 to November 15. 

After a thorough inspection, the skins are counted one by one in 
presence of the Treasury agent, who makes a record of the same in a 
book kept for that purpose, and in which he also enters the date of the 
drive, the rookery driven from, the hour of driving, the state of the 
weather, the number of seals killed, the nambcr of skins accepted, 
the number rejected, and the cause of suck rejection. 

The accepted skins are then salted by the natives in presence and 
under the direction of the native chief and the lessee's agent. The 
skins are spread on the floor, hair side down, and covered with a layer 
of coarse salt; again a layer of skins is laid on and covered with salt 
as before, and the operation is repeated until all are salted. 

After lying for at least Ave days in the first salt they are shaken out 
and examined, and resalted as before, excepting that the top layer is 
now put down first and the original position of all layers reversed. 

When sufficiently cured they are bundled by the natives, who, spread- 
ing a thin layer of salt between two skins, lay them flesh side to flesh 
siae, and fold the two into a neat, compact bundle, which they tie 
securely with strong twine, and throw into the pile for shipping. From 
the shipping pile they are again counted out, bundle by bundle, by the 
Treasury agent, in whose presence they are always taken from the salt 
house to the boat, from which they are again counted by the mate into 
the steamer that takes them to San Francisco, where they are counted 
once more by the customs officers, and finally packed into barrels by 
the lessees and shipped direct to London via New York. 

Early in the morning of August 4, 1894, a drive was made from the 
Eeef rookery in presence of Mr. Hamlin, who accompanied the native 
men who did the work, and who was present throughout the whole oper- 
ation of driving, killing, and skinning the seals, inspecting, assorting, 
counting, and salting the skins, just as the same operations have been 
performed every killing season for the past quarter of a century.^ 

> The only exception to this is in the method of killing. The olden rale wae to 
allow each man to first knock down his share and then tarn in and skin them, bat 
experience taught as that this was bad policy, for the carcasses that were allowed to 
oool and stiifen before sklnninff were very apt to have their skins ii\jared in the 
operation, henoe the adoption of the present improved system. 
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During our five days' stay on St. Paul Islaud we inspected all the 
rookeries, walking over many of them, and I carefully noted their con- 
dition, the sparsely settled breeding grounds, the deserted hauling 
grounds, and the desolate appearance of the place in comparison witli 
what I saw there only five years ago, when hundreds of thousands of 
seals swarmed over the greater portion of the ground that is now bare 
and abandoned. 

Next to the shriveled condition of the seal herd as a whole, the most 
noted change I observed on the breeding grounds since 1889 was the 
great number of idle bulls, young and vigorous, lying around in all 
directions, watching an opportunity to secure cows. 

They can not succeed, however, for during the past ten years the 
cows have been. the quarry of the pelagic sealer, whose improved meth- 
ods of hunting in the open waters, and whose unceasing, unerring, and 
merciless hunting of them at all seasons, have at length succeeded in 
destroying at least a million nursing mothers, who, with their starved 
offspring and unborn young, represent a loss of many millions, which 
in turn accounts for the acres of bare and unoccupied rookery ground 
over which we walked without finding a seal. When in 1891 1 inspected 
the same rookeries I counted 1,250 idle bulls at the very height of the 
rutting season, and I have since observed a steady increase of breeding 
bulls as the herd continued as steadily to decrease as a whole. 

So plain and palpable has this increase of bulls been for the past five 
years, it has become a topic of general conversation among those who 
have had opportunities to observe the rookeries from year to year dur 
ing the breeding season; and in his annual report for 1894 the agent 
in charge of the islands says: 

The only class of seals that showed an increase over last year were the yoniiff bnlls, 
who were unable to iind a sinirle cow with which to start a harem on the rookeries. 
There were more idle buUs of breeding age than there were bnUs with harems on 
the breeding grounds. (See Report of Joseph B. Crowley, 1894.) 

Another very important feature observed in our inspection of the 
rookeries in 1894 was the absence of dead pups in the early part of 
August, for up to our leaving on the 8th I had not seen a dead pup on 
the island, and the agent in charge, who was on Sc. Paul Island from 
June to the latter part of August and who kept a close watch for dead 
pups, teUs me now that it was not till about August 20 there was a 
dead pup to be seen, but from that date to the close of the season, 
according to official communications received from the islands, the car- 
casses of dead pups, starved and emaciated, increased with appalling 
rapidity until 12,000 were counted by the assistant agents. 

The agents report that they actually counted 12,000 dead pups on the 
accessible portions of the rookeries to which they could go without dis- 
turbing the seals, and after making due allowance for the portions not 
visited at all, they believe that a fair estimate of the total number of 
dead pups on the two islands of St. Paul and St George in 1894 would 
aggregate 20,000. (See report of Joseph B. Crowley, 1894.) 

And Mr. Joseph B. Orowley tells us that-r 

Every precaation was taken to oonnt only snch as appeared to have died late in 
the season. None of the small yonng pups which showed decay and bore the appear- 
ance of havine died early in the breeding season were counted. * * * I do not 
make recklessly the statement of the death of pups from starvation. There is posi- 
tive proof of it. I witnessed the beginning of its disastrous results the last of 
August befove leaving the islands. Visi ting the rookeries in person, I found hundreds 
of pnpB which had lately died. They bore every appearance of having died of starva- 
tion. Hundreds that were yet alive were so wasted and weak they oonld scarcely 
drag themselves over the rocks and would not attempt to get out of the way when 
approached. (Report of J. B. Crowley, 1S94.) 
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^^ What is the caase of the death of so many iiir-seal pups t" has been 
asked many times daring the past five years' discussion of the seal 
question, and many conflicting answers have been .given. I thinU the 
following, under the circumstances, is an answer that can not be contra- 
dicted. The pelagic-sealing season opened in Bering Sea on August 1, 
1894, in accordance with the international regulations made possible by 
the Bering Sea Tribunal, under which pelagic sealers are licensed to 
kill seals, with spears, outside of the 60-mile zone around the seal islands, 
and immediately we see the result of their work in the thousands of 
pups starved to death after their mothers had been killed at sea by the 
men whose right to kill them, at certain seasons, has been established 
and acknowledged by the very tribunal that was created for the purpose 
of preventing the destruction of the far-seal herd. 

One of the most horrible and harrowing sights imaginable is that of 
being surrounded on the bleak and inhospitable shores of the Pribilof 
Islands by thousands of dead and dying pup seals whose death has been 
the result of slow starvation, and whose hungry cries and almost human 
appeals for food and life must be made in vain, for, no matter how willing 
and anxious one may be to render assistance, one feels it is beyond 
human power to arrest the gnawing of hunger in an animal who is 
totally dependent for sustenance on a mother who was killed a month 
ago by pelagic sealers ! 

Those who once witnessed such a sight never can forget it, and occa- 
sionally I receive letters from some of them Vhich run somewhat like 
the following: 

Do toll me what is to be done with the few remaining seals. * * * If these 
steps had been taken last year, even, there might have been enough left to tell the 
tale, but as it is I can not bnt feel what a pitiable sight the rookeries will present 
next year. It was discouraging enough last spring when I compared the rookeries 
with what I had seen just the year before. My heart bled for the poor starving pups 
so much, the last stroll I took on the rookeries, that I could never go back. I don't 
see how the Judge could stand to see 10,000 dend ones. It would nave broken my 
heart I know. Th^ morning we oame into Dutch Harbor on our voyage down we 
saw three sealing vessels sailing out toward the 60-miles limit. Oh, what a farce, 
what a snare and delusion that 60-mile limit was ! How could anyone who had 
ever been to the seal islands and noted the habits of the feeding cows ever recom- 
mend such a murderous proposition t Even I knew better than that. • « • But 
18,000 cows taken staggered me. I had expected about 5,000 or 6,000, and even cal- 
omated the terrible consequence upon the rookeries, but 13,0001 that was terrible, 
terrible! 

The writer of that letter is the wife of the Treasury agent, an Amer- 
ican lady of Ohrisb'an education, culture, and refinement, who natu- 
rally felt horrified at the sight she saw on the rookeries, and, like the 
tender and merciful woman she is, she denounces the system, regula- 
tion, custom, or whatever else it may be called, which makes such suf- 
fering possible. 

One instance in this connection worth recording is that of a pelagic 
sealer whose heart was touched by the pitiful cries of an orphan pup, 
and the story is told by an eyewitness under oath: 

Of the seals that were caught off the coast fully 90 out of every 100 had young 
pups in them. The boats would bring the seals on board the vessel, and we would 
take the voung pups out and skin them. If the pup is good and a nice one, we 
would skin it and keep it for ourselves. I had eight such skins myself. Four out 



of five, if caught in May or June, would be alive when we cut them out of their 
mothers. One of them we kept for pretty near three weeks alive on deck by feed- 
ing it on condensed milk. One of the men finally killed it because it cried so piti- 
foUy. (Affidavit of Alfred Dardean.) 

The reverse side of the question is that held by the average pelagic 
sealer, who kills the mother seal and cuts out her unborn young or 
leaves the born young to slowly starve to death on the rookeries. 
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The British Bering Sea commissioners in this connection stated: 

The fur of the female is equally good with that of the male, and under the condi- 
tions under which the hunting is carried on, there is room for no sentimental consid- 
erations in favor of either sex. 

I i^^as informed by the Treasury agent and others who had wintered 
on the seal islands that the winter of 1893-94 had been one of nnusual 
severity, rigor, and length, and that the seals had been mach later in 
hauling out than for many years past. 

This happens occasionally, for whenever it is unusually cold during the 
spring and early summer months, and the ice hangs around the islands 
till the latter end of May or early June, the seals will not or can not 
haul out until passages are made and the rocks and beach cleared of 
ice; all of which had to be done last season. 

From the same source I also learned that never before, since the 
United States owned the islands, were seals so few upon the rookeries 
during the killing season of June and July, and that the 20,000 killa- 
bles allowed to be taken this year were not to be found unless the 
standard weight and size should be lowered by the lessees and smaller 
seals taken. As the lessees have not taken any skins weighing less 
than 7 pounds, and have killed some 16,000 first-class seals, I have no 
doubt of their being able to get 20,000 had they chosen to take 4,000 
skins weighing from 5 to 6 pounds each. 

This opens up a question of the utmost importance to our Govern- 
ment, for if we can not find 20,000 young male seals on the seal islands, 
whose skins will weigh from 7 to 12 pounds each, after a modus vivendi, 
and a general rest of nearly four years, it is most assuredly time for us 
to search for the cause of the steady decrease of the fiir-seal herd. 

To all those whose long and practical experience on the islands and 
among the seals gives them a right to be heard, the explanation is not 
hard, but unfortunately, because of many clashing interests, there has 
been a glamor of secrecy and sacredne»s thrown around the fur-seal 
question, by and through which plain, practical, business men have 
been debarred from expressing an opinion, or, having dared to express 
one, have been tabooed by interested parties. For years the cause of 
the decrease in the seal herd has been discussed with unabated vigor; 
so-called improved methods of all sorts have been suggested, and a 
few of them tried; and, finally, when the question assumed international 
proportions, arbitration was resorted to in hopes of forever settling a 
vexed question and of saving from total extinction the remnants of our 
seal herd that had, only a few years ago, been numbered by the millions 
and valued at nearly $100,000,000. 

In spite of all that has been done thus far, however, the seal herd is 
rapidly decreasing, and in the very nature of things must continue to 
decrease so long as scores of ships and thousands of men are permitted 
to hunt them in the open sea and kill them without regard to age, sex, 
or condition. 

There is no more mystery about the cause of the decrease and destruc- 
tion of the fiir-seal herd than there would be about the decrease of a 
herd of cattle on the plains of Colorado if the owner should continue to 
sell or kill, or allow someone else to sell or kill, his breeding cows for a 
series of years, or until they were all gone. 

Twice since the discovery of the seal islands and during Bussian 
occupation have the seals been almost exterminated because of the 
indiscriminate slaughter of the female, or mother seal, for it is well 
known that the Eujssians continued to slaughter everything on the 
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islands without regiard to age, sex, or condition until 1834, when the 
question of total extermination stared them in the face. 
Yeniaminov tells us: 

From the time of the disoovery of the Pribilof Islands np to 1805 the taking of fttr 
seals progressed without count or lists, and witboat responsible beads or chiefs, 
because tnen (1787 to 1805, inclusive) there were a number of companies, represented 
by as many asents or leaders, and all of them yied with each other in takins: as many 
. as they coula before the killing was stopped. After this, in 1806 and 1807, there 
were no seals taken, and nearly all the people were removed to Unalaska. 

In 1808 the killing was again commenced, but the people in this year were allowed 
to kill only on St. George. On St. Paul hunters were not permitted this year or the 
next. 

It was not until the fourth year after this that as many as half the number pre- 
viously taken were annually killed. 

From this time (St. Qeorgo 1808 and St. Paul 1810) np to 1822, taking fur seals pro- 
gressed on both islands without economy and with slight circumspection as if there 
were a race in killing for the most skins. Cows were taken in drives and killed, and 
were also driven from the rookeries to places where they were slaughtered. (Elliott's 
translation.) 

And Mr. Elliott, commentiug on Yeniaminov's zapieska. tells us that — 

A study of this killing throughout the zapooska of 1834 on St. Paul Island shows 
that for a period of seven years, from 1835 down to the close of the season of 1841, no 
seals practically were killed save those that were needed for food and clothing by the 
natives, and that in 1835 for the first time in the history of this industry on these 
islands, was the vital principle of not killing female seals recognized. It will be 
noticed that the entry for each and every year distinctly specifies so many bachelor 
seals or holluschickovkotovie. 

The sealing in those days was carried on all through the summer until the seals 
left in October or November, on account of the tedious method then in vogue of air 
drying the skins. This caused them in driving after the breaking up of the breeding 
season by che end of July, to take up at first hundreds, and thousanas later on, of the 
females^ but they never spared those cows then when they arrived in the droves on 
the killing grounds, prior to this date above quoted, of 1835. (Elliott's report, 1890. ) 

Ignoring for the moment all that has been said about the thought- 
lessness and brutality of the Kussian methods of driving and killing 
seals, and of the incalculable waste arising therefrom, which resulted in 
the almost total destruction of the species on two occasions, it is never- 
theless true that after many years of bitter experience they did learn to 
do better ; and when they turned the property over to the United States 
in 1868 there were nearly 6,000,000 * of seals on the Pribilof Islands, 
and that for a period of sixteen years afterwards there was neither 
decrease nor diminution perceptible in those immense and valuable herds. 

Dr. H. H. Mclntyre, who was the general superintendent for the 
Alaska Commercial Company during the whole time of their twenty- 
year lease of the seal islands, writing, confidentially, to his employers in 
1889, says: 

The breeding rookeries from the beginning of the lease till 1882 or 1883 were, I 
believe, constantly increasing in area and population, and my observations in this 
direction are in accordance with those of Mr. Morgan, Mr. Webster, and others, who 
have been for many years with me in your service, and of the late special Treasury 
agent, J. M. Morton, who was on the islands from 1870 to 1880. (See H. H. Mclntyre 
to Alaska Commercial Company, July 16, 1889, Appendix.) 

And Mr. Henry W. Elliott, writing in 1881, fully corroborates the 
foregoing when he tells us — 

There were no more seals seen here by human eyes in 1786 and 1787 than there are 
now in 1881, as far as all evidence goes. (EUiott^s Seal Islands of Alaska, p. 66.) 

^ Grand sum total for the Pribilof Islands (season of 1873), breeding seals and 
young, 3,198,420. The nonbreeding seals seem nearly equal in number to that of the 
adult breeding seals; but, without putting them down at a figure quite so high, I 
may safely say that the sum total of 1,500,000, in ronnd numbers, is a fair enumera- 
tion, and quite within bounds of fact. This makes the grand sum total of the fur- 
seal life on the Pribilof Islands over 4,700,000. (Elliott, The Fur-Seal Islands of 
Alaska, pp. 61,62.) 
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It was in 1873 that Mr. Elliott estimated the number of seals on the 
Pribilof Islands at 4,700,000, and he again tells ns in 1881 that the 
seals never had been more namerous than they were then; >>nt in 1890 
he found them reduced to 959,393 seals, including every tLiug on the 
islands, or about one-fifth of what the herd had been in 1873. 

In 1891 the Treasury agents on the seal islands were instructed to 
make daily visits to the rookeries during the breeding season for the 
purpose of noting the peculiar habits of the seals and carei^lly estimat- 
ing their numbers at various dates on each rookery, and tiie highest 
estimate made, not including the pups, was somewhat less than half a 
million. 

I was one of the agents who did this work in 1891, and I have spent 
hours and days and weeks, in turn, watching the cows from their first 
landing. They would often stay away from their ofbpriiig for a week 
at a time. 

I have selected a favorable location on the Beef rookery, where I was 
some 30 feet above the harem and out of danger of being discovered by 
the seals below, and I have watched one particular pup from its birth 
until it was a month old; and I found that the cow left it for an hour or 
two only at first, then for a day, and by the end of tiie month for four 
to six days at a time. 

This fact, coupled with another that I observed in 1890, convinced 
me that the fur seals do not digest their food as rapidly as some other ani- 
mals, and consequently they can live longer without eating or drinking. 

The other fact referred to is this: In 1890 we killed for the natives 
on St. Paul Island some 2,364 pups, after all the cows had been gone 
from the island for more than two weeks, and we found the stomachs 
of all those pups frill of pure, undigested milk. 

I walked over all the rookeries on St. Paul Island twice during the 
season of 1891, beginning at Halfway Point on July 7, and completing 
the second journey at Northeast Point on July 22, and the highest esti- 
mate I made of the number of seals on each was as follows: 



Bookery. 


Seala. 


Bookeiy. 


SealB. 


NoriheMt Point 


149,975 
98,150 
10,500 
83,660 
86,200 
83,060 


Middle Hill 


6,150 
5 075 


Beef 


Ketayie 


Halfway Point 


Lakannon ........*.................... 


16,600 


ToLitoi and Lagoon 


Total, not including pnpa 


Zapadnle and £aat Zapadnle ........... 


481,850 


EnkliahBaT '. 







This estimate was made on the basis of an average of 40 cows to each 
bull, and it was assumed that only one-half the bulls were in sight at 
any one time, or, in other words, we could not get close enough to see 
them without disturbing the seals, so we multiplied the nulmber found 
by 2, and the product by 40, in order to obtain, approximately, the num- 
ber of seals on a rookery. 

It is possible, of course, that the method of computation adopted was 
not the best and that we probably missed the real number by many 
thousands, plus or minus, but for all prac^tical purposes of comparison 
between the condition of the rookeries in 1891 and 1894 it is as good as 
perfection, for it is enough to show that no matter how many seals were 
there in 1891, not to exceed one-half of the number were to be found in 
1894. 

The same is equally true of St. George, where the rookeries, because 
of their relatively smaller area, show the decrease at a glance to any- 
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one who was on the island a few years ago, and who ever paid any 
attention to the seals when the rookeries were filled out to their fullest 
and thousands were to be seen sporting in the waters around them. 

Indeed, I do not hesitate to say that there was not to exceed 300,000 
seals on St. Paul and St. George islands in August, 1894. 

It is here the questions naturally arise, "What is the cause of the 
decrease of the seal herdt Is there a remedy; and if so, how can it 
be applied!'' 

I shall attempt to answer the questions in the order in which I have 
stated them, and I aim to show that all of my own views are in strict 
accord with those whose disinterestedness, practiciil knowledge, or sci- 
entific attainments warrant them in expressing views on the question at 
issue. 

And it will be found, I think, that while we may differ in our estimates 
of the number of seals on the islands at any particular time or period, 
or that our notions about methods and management may never be exactly 
alike, we are all agreed that the cause of the decrease of the fur-seal herd 
is pelagic sealing. 

Speakingfor myself, after an experience of six years on the seal islands, 
I have no doubt that were it not for pelagic sealing the seal herd would 
be as numerous and as flourishing to-day as it was in 1868 or 1881, or 
at any other period since the discovery of the islands; nor is it at ran- 
dom or without long study that I say this, for I have given the subject 
a great deal of serious thought during the world-wide discussion of the 
question since 1890. 

When the question of the decrease of the seal herd was first men- 
tioned publicly as a reality, theories as numerous as the men who enter- 
tained them were offered in explanation of the cause of such decrease, 
and for awhile it was argued with consummate ability and persistent 
energy by Mr. H. W. Elliott, who was considered an authority on all 
that relates to fur seals, that the driving from the hauling to the killing 
grounds injured the young males to the extent of impotency, and thus 
unfitted them at maturity for service on the breeding grounds. 

A mere idle guess at first, this theory was pushed to the front with 
energy, although, could angry personal feelings and prejudice have been 
eliminated from the controversy, the gentleman might have discovered 
what every scientist, naturalist, and impartial observer saw from the 
first, that so long as all the cows on the rookeries had pups beside them 
in season, and every mature cow killed at sea was either a nursing 
mother or about to become one, the theory of a scarcity of bulls could 
not be maintained. And after the passions and prejudices existing on 
the seal islands in 1890 cooled down or had ceased to exist, Mr. Elliott 
made an afiidavit in which he says: 

After carefnlly examining the situation, aotaal records, and trastwortby testimony 
of men engaged in sealing with whom I nave conversed, and also from knowledge of 
the migratory liabit and peculiar circumstances of seal life, I am of the opinion that 
unchecked pelagic sealing is sure, speedy destruction of the Pribilof herd of fur 
seals; that if allowed to continue and the fleet increases in number of vessels and 
increased skill of hunters, even though the present modus yivendi should remain in 
force, it would result in the utter commercial ruin of the herd; that in order to pre- 
serve the seals from complete destruction, as a commercial factor, it is necessary that 
pelagic sealing should not only be prohibited in Bering Sea, but also in the North 
Pacific from the 1st of May until the end of October, annually. The pelagic hunters 
to-day kill at least 90 per cent cows (the great majority being with young, nearly 
ready for delivery) in the Pacific Ocean. 

As the physical conditions are such that it is utterly impossible to discriminate in 
matters of sex or age when shootiuj^ or spearing in the water, it is evident that 
pelagic sealing can not be regulated m the slightest dcffree beyond its complete pro- 
hibition within certain limits. (Elliott's affidavit, 1892; see Appendix.) 
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Of all the testimony collected daring the preparation of the United 
States case for the Tribunal of Arbitration, I know of nothing clearer 
or more explicit than this of Mr. Elliott, and to me it seems pitifal, 
indeed, that one who has snch a grasp of the subject, and the ability to 
express it so well, should have been allured for a moment from thet>lain 
path of £EU3t to follow the ignis fatuus of theory through so many lanes 
and byways to the sorrow of so many of his friends and admirers. 

Beading his different papers, in the light of subsequent events, their 
perusal makes one feel sorry, indeed, that he did not adopt Webster's 
views and follow his advice when the old veteran sealer conversed with 
him on St. George Island that 26th day of July, 1890, of which Mr. 
Elliott writes: 

Daniel Webster is the veteran white sealer on these islands. He came to St. Pan! 
Island in 1868, and, save the season of 1876 ^then on a trip to the Russian seal islands), 
he has been sealing here ever since, being in charge of the work at Northeast Point 
annually until this summer of 1890, when he has conducted the killing on St. Qeorge. 

He spoke very freely to me this afternoon while calling on me, and said there is no 
use trying to build these rookeries up again so as to sealnere, as has been done since 
1868, unless these animals are protected in the North Pacific Ocean as well as in 
Bering Sea; on this point the old man was very emphatic. (Elliott's report for 
lS90,p.250,) 

What wonder is it that Webster should have been emphatic in his 
remarks on pelagic sealing t For more than fifty years he has been in 
Bering Sea, thirty years of which have been spent among the fur seals 
of which he has had the practical management, and handled and killed 
more of them than any other living man. 

A plain, blunt, rough, practical seaman, honest and patriotic to the 
core, he could not be wheedled into new-fangled notions or airy theories 
which are repugnant to good, common sense, and so he makes oath that: 

My observation has been that there was an expansion of the rookeries from 1870 
to 1879, which fact I attribute to the careful management of the islands by the 
United States Government. * • • There was never, while I have been upon the 
islands, any scarcity of vigorous bulls, there idways being a sufficient number to 
fertihze all the cows cominff to the islands. • * * 

The season of 1891 showed that male seals had certainly been in sufficient number 
the year before, because the pups on the rookeries were as many as should be for the 
number of cows landing, the ratio being the same as in former years. 

Then, too, there was a surplus of vigorous bulls in 1891 who could obtain no cows. 
* * * At Zapadnie, on St. George, the drive to the kiUinff grounds is less than a 
mile. The seals are now beinff killed there instead of being driven across the island, 
as they were prior to 1878. when it took three days to make the Journey. • * * 

At Northeast Point rookery, on St. Paul Island, the longest drive is 2 miles. In 
former times the Russians used to drive from this rookery to St. Paul village, a dis- 
tance of 12^ miles. (See V^ebster's affidavit. Appendix.) 

Yes, let it not be forgotten for a moment that from the first taking of 
fur seals for their skins on the Pribilof Islands to 1868 they were driven 
a distance of 12^ miles— or from end to end of St. Paul Island — and 
tiiat no distinction of sex was made, male and female being driven and 
slaughtered indiscriminately, until the almost total extinction of the 
species in 1834 compelled the Eussian- American Company to investigate 
the cause of the decrease, which resulted in prohibiting the killing of 
females forever afterwaids. 

It seems that in spite of their ignorant and barbarous methods and 
their possible lack of scientific acumen, these Eussians were practical 
fellows after all, for the sequel certainly shows that the plan adopted 
by them of saving and protecting the female was the true one. Mr. 
Elliott's own estimates show that from 1835 to 1881 the herds had 
steadily increased up to 5.000,000 seals, or up to a point beyond which 
it was impossible to go. Speaking of the increase of seal life, he tells us : 

I am free to say that it is not witbin the power of human management to promote 
this end to the sligbtest appreciable degree over its present extent and oondition m 

H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 2 
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it stands in the state of nature heretofore described. It can not fail to be evident, 
from my detailed narration of the habits and life of the fur seal on these islaiidi* 
during so large a part of ever^ year, that could man have the same supervision and 
control over this animal dnnn^ the whole season which he has at nis command 
while they visit the land he mi^t cause them to multiply and increase, as he would 
so many cattle, to an indefinite number, only limited by time and the means of feed- 
ing them. But the case in question, unfortunately, is one where the fur seal ia 
taken, by demands for food, at least six months out of every year, far beyond the 
reach or even cognizance of any man, where it is all this tima exposed to many 
known powerful and destructive natural enemies, and probably man v others, equally 
so, unknown, which prey upon it, and, in accordance with that well-recognized law 
of nature, keeps this seal life at a certain number — ^at a figure which has been 
reached for ages past, and continue to be in the future, as far as they now are — ^their 
present maximum limit of increase, namely, between 4,000,000 and 5,000,000 seals, in 
round numbers. This law holds good everywhere throughout the animal kingdom, 
regulating and preserving the equilibrium of life in the state of nature. Did it uot 
hold good these seal islands and all Bering Sea would have been literally covered, 
and have swarmed like the medussB of the waters, long before the Russians discov- 
ered them. But, according to the silent testimony of the rookeries, which have been 
abandoned by the seals, and the noisy, emphatic assurance of those now occupied, 
there were no more seids when first seen here by human eyes in 1786 and 1787 than 
there are now in 1881,- as far as all evidence goes. (Elliott's Seal Islands of Alaska, 
p. 66.) 

What a pity it is that Mr. Elliott shoald have forgotten in 1890 the 
fact that the long drives of from 6 to 12 miles were continued by the 
Enssians as long as they were in possession of the islands, and that 
from 1868 to 1881 the Americans killed, annually, 100,000 young male 
seals without causing diminution or decrease, and that during the entire 
forty-seven years, from 1834 to 1881, the herd increased to marvelous 
proportions in spite of the long drives and the killing of so many young 
males, until, as he himself says. << there were no more seals when first 
seen here by human eyes in 1786 and 1787 than there are now in 1881, 
as far as all evidence goes." 

DEOBEASE OF SEALS— LAOK OF MALE LIFE NOT THE CAUSE. 

In this connection it may be well to notice some of the testimony bear- 
in g on this very question of an excess or a dearth of bulls on the breed- 
ing grounds, collected by the United States when preparing tlieir case 
for submission to the Tribunal of Arbitration, where the British coun- 
sel laid such stress upon Mr. Elliott's report of 1890, with his theory of 
overdriving, impotency, dearth of bulls, innumerable barren females, 
and a consequent decrease of the seal herd as a whole. 

In their report the British Bering Sea Commissioners say: 

Upon the Pribilof Islands in 1891 we did not oniselves note any great abundance 
of barren femaleSi bnt the facts in this matter would be scarcely apparent to those 
not intimately connected with the rookeries for more than a single year. In his 
official report on the condition of the islands in 1^0, Mr. Elliott states that there were 
then 250,000 females ''not bearing or not serred last year and this," but he does not 
explain in what way this numerical estimate was arriyed at. (Report of British 
Commissioners, see. 433, p. 77.) 

Not only did they not note " any great abundance of barren females,'^ 
but it is ail open question whether they noted any, for the fact is there 
were not any such animals there to be seen, but they gladly quote Mr. 
Elliott's story of 1890 about the 250,000 barren females which he observed 
on the islands. 

There was not a single day of the breeding season of 1891 when some 
of the four Treasury agents were not out on the rookeries making care- 
ful examination of the condition of seal life thereon, and, although I 
was one of the four, I have yet to hear the first word from any of them, 
or from any one else who has ever been on a rookery (excepting Mr. 
f!)lliott} about barren females. 
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It has been amply demonstrated by different individuals, and in many 
ways, that there was not a shadow of truth in Mr. Elliotf s theory, and 
many of his own most intimate friends and fellow-workers, who are weU 
qualified to speak as scientists on the seal question, are among the fore- 
most of those who flatly contradict him on that point. 

Prof. B. W. Evennann, of the United States Fish Commission, visited 
St. Paul Island while I was there in 1892, and he very carefully inspected 
the seals on many of the rookeries, beginning July 18 and ending on 
the 3l8t, and here is what he found: 







LuKANNON Rookery, July 19, 
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, Rbbf Rookert, July ISO, p. m. 

* * * Many quite large bolls -were seen among the bachelors, and there is no 
doubt in my mind but that the number of available bulls is considerably in excess of 
the number necessary to serve the cows. 

Northeast Point Rookbrt, July gg. 

Several hours in the middle of the day were spent in examining this rook- 
ery. * * * 

Just west of this is a bunch of about 10 good-sized bulls that had no cows about 
them at aU. These were not old, superannuated bulls, but young, vigorous ones, and 
undoubtedly well able to maintain harems were there a greater number of cows. 
This and numerous other similar sights convince me that there are even now a good 
many more bulls than are necessary to serve the cows. (Notes on the fur seal, by B. 
W. Evermann, Counter Case, United States^ p. 264.) 

And 0. H. Townsend, of the United States Pish Commission, who 
has had many years practical experience among far seals, afloat and 
ashore, and who was on duty in Bering Sea during the summer of 1892, 
makes affidavit as follows: 

As already stated above, I was attached to the steamer Canoin during the past 
summer^ and I made all the examinations of the stomachs of the seals referred to in 
Captain Hooper's report, covering in aU 88 seals. * * • These seals were taken on 
the 2d day of August, 1892, at a distance of about 175 miles from the islands. • * * 

From the fact that among the females thus taken and examined there were found 
mostly nursing cows, with a small number of virgin cows, it is reasonable to conclude 
that there are practically no barren females swimming about in the sea unattached 
to the islands, or that at any rate, if such seals exist, they are rarely, if ever, taken. 
In all my experience I never saw anything to lead me to ihe conclusion that there is 
such a thing as a barren female. In the case of the virgin cows, a careful examina- 
tion of the uterus proved them to be too immature for conception. (C. H. Town- 
send; see affidavit in Appendix.) 

The testimony of Professor Evermann and Mr. Townsend is a fair 
sample of that given by naturalists generally, and it is doubly valuable in 
this instance, because it comes from personal friends of Mr. Elliott, and 
from friends who rather inclined to his theory until they had opportunity 
to investigate for themselves, and to demonstrate to their own and the 
world's satisfaction that there never was an impotent bull or a barren 
cow seen on the breeding grounds or rookeries of the Pribilof Islands 
or in the waters adjacent thereto. 

Additional testimony of those who have had experience with the fiir 
seals, and whose pra<)tical knowledge of the whole subject of seal life, 
its growth^ expansion, and decay, and the causes thereof, entitles them 
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to a hearing on the point at issue, is most respectfully submitted to the 
earnest consideration of all who are interested in the perpetuation of 
the Alaskan fur seal. 

Mr. Joseph Stanley-Brown, who also was on the seal islands in 1891-92, 
testifies as follows: 

No intelligent observer woald be so bold as to assert that during the season of 
1882 there was not an abundance of males of competent yirility, despite the occur- 
rence of oooasional large harems. The accompanying photograpns* show that even 
at tiie heiffht of the season, and just previous to the disintegration of the breed iug 
grounds, there were, unsupplied with cows, old males which had taken their stanc^ 
and from which I was unable to drive them with stones. 

I should have been extremely glad to have been able to note a great many more 
large harems, but the work of the pelagic hunter among the females has been so 
effective, that the average size of the harems Is growing smaUer and smaUer, while 
the numoer of idle bulls is steadily increasing. 

The abundance of male life for service upon the rookeries was evidenced by the 
number of young bulls which continually sought lodgment upon the breeding 
grounds. 

It is highly improbable that the rookeries have ever sustained any ii^nry from 
insufBcient service on the part of the males, for anv male that did not possess suf- 
ficient vitality for sustained potency would inevitably be deprived of his harem by 
eitiber his neighbor or some lusty young aspirant, and this dispossession would be 
rendered the more certain by the disloyalty of his consorts. 

The seal being polygamous in habit^ eaoh male being able to provide for a harem 
averaging twenty or thirty members^ and the proportion of male to female bom 
beiuff eaual, there must inevitably be left a reserve of youns immature males, the 
death of a certain proportion of which could not in anyway affect the annual supply 
coming from the breeaing grounds. These conditions existing, the Government has 
permitted the taking, with three exceptions up to 1890, of a quota of about 100,000 
of these young male seals annually. When the abundance of seal life, as evidenced 
by the areas formerly occupied by seals, is considered, I do not believe that this could 
account for or play any appreciable part in the diminution of the herd. * * • 

From my knowledge of the vitality of seals. I do not believe any injury ever 
occurred to the reproductive powers of the male seals from redriving that would 
retard the increase of the heitl, and that the driving of 1890 necessary to secure 
about 22,000 skins could not have caused nor played any importimt part in tJie 
decrease that was apparent on every hand last year. 

Karp Buterin, native chief of St. Paul Island (see Appendix) : 

Plenty of bulls all the time on the rookeries, and plenty bulls have no cows. I 
never seen a 3-year-old cow without a pup in July ; only 2-year-olds have no pupa. 

H. If. Olark, local agent for lessees: 

I never noticed any disproportion of the sexes that would lead me to susjieot that 
the bull seals were too few, nor more than an occasional barren cow. These latter 
were so few as to excite no remark, but if any such disproportion did hi fact exist 
in 1888 and in 1889^ it was the fkult of those who killed them at sea, because it never 
occurred at all until the marine hunters became numerous and aggressiye. I mention 
this matter here, because since I left the island I have heard it asserted that the mis- 
management there caused the decrease of seal life. The management there was Just 
such as I would foUow if aU the seals belonged to me. 

0. L. Fowler, local agent for lessees: 

I never saw any impotent bulls on the rookeries, and do not believe there erer was 
any, unless it was the result of age; nor do I believe that young male seals were ever 
rendered impotent by driving. There has always been a plenty of bulls on the rook- 
eries for breeding purposes oyer since I have been on the islands. 

John Fratis, native sealer, St. Paul Island: 

I neyer knew of a time when there were not plenty of bulls for all the cows, and 
I never saw a cow seal, except a 2-year-old, without a pup by her side in tiie proper 
season. I never heard tell of an impotent bnU seal, nor do I believe there is sucn a 
thing, excepting the very old and feeble or badly wounded ones. I have seeo hun- 
dreds of idle vigorous bulls upon the rookeries, and there were no cows for them. I 
saw many such bulls last year. 

^Not giyen here. 
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H. If. Olidden, Treasury Agent: 

During these years there was always a suffioiency of yigorons male life to serve all 
the female seals which came to the islands, and certainly daring this period seal life 
was not affected by any deficiency of males. 

Alex. Hansson: 

The orders of the boss of the gang in which 1 worked in 1888 and 1889, nnder the 
management of the Alaska Commercial Company, were not to kill the 6-year-old 
hnlls, because they were, he said, needed on the rookeries. 

Aggei Knshen, native sealer, St. Paul Island: 

We noticed idle, yigorous bulls on the breeding rookeries, because of the scarcity 
ot cows, and I have noticed that the cows have decreased steadily every year since 
1886, but more particalarly so in 1888, 1889, 1890, and 1891. 

H. H. Mclntyre, general superintendent Alaska Commercial Com- 
pany: 

And I am satisfied a sufficient number of males was always reserved for fotuxe 
breediuff purposes. 

That during the twenty years I was upon said Pribilof Islands as general agent of 
said Alaska Commercial Company there were reserved upon the breeding rookeries 
upon said islands sufficient vigorous bulls to serve the number of females upon said 
rookeries; that while I was located upon said islands there was at all times a greater 
number of adult male seals than was necessary to fertilize the females who nauled 
upon said rookeries, and that there was no time when there were not vigorous bulls 
on the rookeries who were unable to obtain female consorts. 

So well was this necessity for reserving sufficient mature male life recognized that 
when in 1887, 1888, and 1889 the depleted rookeries (depleted from causes that wiU 
be explained further on) would not furnish the quota of 100,000 large skins, 2 and 
8 year-old male seals were taken to make up the quota in preference to trenching 
upon this reserve of maturer male life. 

The policy of the Alaska Commercial Companv during the whole period of its 
lease was, as miffht be naturally expected, *&> ootain the best possible skins for 
market and at the same time preserve the rookeries against injury, for it was not 
only in their interests to be able to secure every year, until the en>iration of the 
lease, the full quota allowed by law, but they confidently expected, by reason of 
their good management of the business and faithful fulfillment of every obligation 
to the Government, to obtain the franchise for a second term. I was, therefore, 
always alert to see that the due proportion of breeding males of serviceable age 
was allowed to retam to the rookeries. This was a comparatively easy task prior 
to 1882, but became from year to year more difficult as the seals decreased. No very 
explicit orders were given to the bosses upon this point until 1888, because the buUs 
seemed to be plentiftu enough, and because it was easier to kiU and skin a small seal 
than a large one, and the natives were inclined, for this reason, to allow the large 
ones to escai>e; but in 1888 and 1889 there was such a marked scarcity of breeding 
males upon the rookeries that I gave staiot orders to spare all 5-year-old bulls and 
eonflne the killing to smaller animals. 

Anton Melovedoff, native chief of St. Paul Island : 

I have never known or heard tell of a time when there were not bulls enough and 
to spare on the breeding rookeries. I never saw a cow 3 years old or over in August 
without a pup by her side. The only cows on a breeding rookery without pups are 
the virgin cows who have come there for the first time. I never went onto a rook- 
ery in the breeding season when I could not have coanted plenty of the idle, vigor- 
ous bulls who had no cows. 

Talk of epidemics among seals and of impotent bulls on the rookeries, but those 
who have spent a lifetime on the seal islands and whose business and duty it has 
been to guard and observe them have no knowledge of the existence of either. An 
impotent bull dare not attempt to go on a rookery even had he a desire to do so. 
Excepting the extremely old and feeble, I have never seen a buU that was impotent. 

Simeon Melovidoy, native school teacher, St. Panl Island: 

Nor is there any shadow of fact for the idle statement made from time to time 
about a dearth of bulls on the rookeries or of impotent bulls. 

I have talked to the old men of our people, men who can remember back ever fifty 
years, and not one of them knows of a time when there was not plenty of bulls, and 
more than enough on the breeding rookeries, and no one here ever heard of an impo- 
tent bull. * *" * It has been said that cows are barren sometimes because of the 
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dearth of bulls, bnt snoh is not the case at all, for the odIv cows on the breeding 
rookeries in Julv or August without pups are the 2-year-ola8 (virgins), which haTc 
come on the rookeries for the first time. 

T. F. Morgan, foreman on Pribilof Islands for Alaska Commercial 
Company: 

Despite the lowering on the standard weight of skins, care was taken annually on 
St. George that the residue of available miue breeders was sufiQcient for the needs 
of the rookeries, and instructions to that effect were given to the assistants by the 
superintendent of the Alaska Commercial Company. In this we were aided by the 
inaccessible character of some of the hauling grounds. 

I. H. Monlton, jCreasory agent: 

During these years there were always a sufficiency of male seals for breeding pur- 
poses, and in every year I saw great numbers of idle, vigorous bulls about and back 
of the breeding grounds which were unable to obtain females. 

S. E. Nettleton, Treasury agent: 

During my stay on the islands I have never seen a time during the breeding season 
when there has not been a number of large, vigorous young bulls hanging about the 
borders of the rookeries watching for an opportunity to get a position of their own. 

L. A. Koyes, M. D. (see affidavit in Appendix) : 

The "dearth of bulls theory" has been thoroughly and impartially investigated 
without discovering a cow of 3 years old or over on the rookeries without a pop by 
her side at the proper time^ and I am convinced that the virgin females coming onto 
the rookeries for the first time are the only ones to be found there without pups. 

The investigation established the additional fact that hundreds of vigorous bulls 
were lying idle on the rookeries without cows, and many others had to content them- 
selves wiui only one or two. 

The theory of "impotenoy of the bull through overdriving'' while young was also 
found to be untrue, and it was shown that after 1878 all long drives on both islands 
had been abolished, and instead of driving seals from 6 to 12 miles, as was done in 
Bussian times, none were driven to exceed 2^ miles. 

It is also a well-known fact that none but the physically strong and aggressive 
bulls can hold a position on the rookeries, and that a weak or an impotent animal 
has no desire to go there. 

J. C. Bedpath, lessee's agent at the seal islands (see affidavit in Ap- 
pendix) : 

A dearth of bulls on the breeding rookeries was a pet theory of one or two tran- 
sient visitors, but it only needed a thorough investigation of the condition of the 
rookeries to convince the most skeptical that there were plenty of bulls, and to spare, 
and that hardly a cow could be found on the rookeries without a pup at her side. 

For five years I have given this particular subject my most earnest attention, and 
every succeeding year's experience has convinced me that there is not and never was 
a dearth of bulls. The theory of impotenoy of the young bulls because of overdriving 
when young is not worthy of consideration by any sane or honest man who has ever seen 
a bull seal on a breeding rookery ; and as I have already answered the question of 
overdriving, I will only add here that no young bull ever goes upon the breeding 
rookery until he is able to fight his way in, and an impotent bull has no desire to 
fight, nor could he win a position on the rookery were he to attempt it. The man 
is not alive who over saw a 6 or 7 year old seal impotent. 

B. F. Scribner, Treasury agent: 

There was always in both seasons a ^eat sufficiency of adult males to serve all the 
females coming to the island, and I noticed each year a great number of idle, vigorous 
bulls behind tne breeding grounds who could not obtain consorts, and one of these 
extra bulls idways took tiie place of an old male unable longer to be of use for 
breeding purposes. 

Daniel Webster, lessees' agent at the seal islands (see affidavit in 
Appendix) : 

There was never while I have been on the islands any scarcity of vigorous bulls, 
there always being a sufficient number to fertilize all the cows coming to the islands. 
It was a] ways borne in mind by those on the islands that a sufficient number of males 
must be preserved for breeding purposes, and this accounts partly for the lowering 
of the standard weight of skins in 1888. The season of 1891 showed that male seals 
had certatnly been in sufficient number the year before, because the pups on the 
rookeries were as many as should be for the number oi cows landing, the ratio 
being the same as in former years. Then, too, there was a surplus of vigorous bulls 
in iSl who oonld obtain no cows. 
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W. H. Williams, Treasury agent: 

During the season of 1891 nearly every mature female coming upon the rookeries 
ffaye hirth to a yoang seal, and there was great abnndance of males of sufficient age 
to again go upon the breeding grounds that year, as was shown by the inability of 
large numbers of them to secure more than one to five cows each, while quite a num- 
ber could secure none at all. My inyestigation confirms what has been so dften said 
by others who have reported upon this suoject, and that is that the Pribilof Islands 
are the great breeding gronnds of the fur seals, and that thev can be reared in great 
numbers on said islands, and at the same time, under wise and judicious restrictions, 
a certain number of male seals can be killed from year to year without injury to the 
breeding herds, and their skins disposed of for commercial purposes, therebv building 
up and perpetuating this great inaustrv indefinitelv, and thus adding to the wealth, 
happiness, and comfort of the civilizea world, while, on the other hand, if pelagic 
hunting of this animal is to continue, and the barbarous practice of killmg the 
mother seal with her unborn young, or when she is rearing it, is to go on, it wul be 
but a veiy short time before tne fur seal will practically become extinct and this val- 
uable industry will pass out <ff existence. 

There is the testimony of twenty men who have been on the seal islands 
for years, some of them being born and raised there, and several of them 
having had from fifteen to twenty-five years experience, while every one 
of them have been directly interested in the business either for the 
Oovemment or for the lessees, and two of them, at least, are natural- 
ists of repute, who could not be induced under any circumstances to 
vary from the truth and facts as they found them. 

I have made the quotations from the '^ Oase of the United States,^ as 
it was prepared for the United States counsel before the Tribunal of 
Arbitration, and I could quote many others to the same purpose were 
it necessary. 

Being personally acquainted with most of the gentlemen named, and 
knowing the truth of their several statements, I deem it quite unneces- 
sary to add another name from the scores at hand. 

DBAD PUPS. 

Assuming then that the << dearth of buUs" theory has been disproved 
and disposed of, we will now take up the subject of dead pups on the 
Islands, and show that until the work of the pelagic sealer in Bering 
Sea became an industry of some importance, dead pups by the thousands, 
or by the acre, were unheard of and unknown; but as the pelagic sealing 
industry flourished and grew, and the fleet of schooners multiplied and 
doubled in numbers from year to year, the number of dead pups was 
found to increase on the rookeries in the same proportion. 

That this proposition has been, and may still be, denied by the inter- 
ested ones; that men may be found who will swear to the contrary is 
already conceded by me, for I have met them who did it; but, in every 
instance, they were men whose whole interest, capital, and labor were 
engaged in the business of seal hunting, and who would follow a seal 
wherever it went, on land or water, unless the strong hand of a power 
superior to their own intervened to prevent them. 

Another class, in which are to be found men of the highest intelligence 
and personal honor, argue that possibly a stampede or an epidemic, or 
something else of which we may not be aware, is at the bottom of the 
trouble. 

Of the latter class are the British Bering Sea Gommissioners, and I 
quote them in full : 

(L)-MORTALITT OP TOUNa SEALS IK 1891. 

344. In tbe season of 1891 considerable numbers of dead pups were found in certain 
places upon tbe rookery grounds or in tbeir vicinitv and yarious bypotbeees were 
advanced to account for tbis unusual mortality. As some of tbese bare speciaS 
bearings on tbe general question of seal preservation, it may be weU to devote a few 
words to tbis particular subject. 
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345. In order to exhibit the circamstanoee surrounding this faot and to arriye at a 
probable explanation of its tme meaning, it will be necessary in the first instance 
to give in summarized form the observations and notes bearing npon it made on the 
ground bv onrselves. 

346. When visiting Tolstoi rookery, St. Panl Island, on the 29th of Jnly, we 
observed and called attention to several hundred dead pups which lay scattered 
about in a limited area on a smooth slope near the northern or inland end of the 
rookery ground and at some little distance from the shore. The bodies were partly 
decomposed and appeared to have lain where found for a week or more, which would 
place the actual date of the death of the pups, sav, between the 15th and 20th of 
July. Neither the Government agent who was wttn us, nor the natives forming our 
boat's crew at the time, would at first believe that the objects seen on the rookery 
were dead pups, affirming that they were stones ; but when it became clearly apparent 
that this was not the case they could suggest as causes of death only overrunning 
by bulls or surf along the shore, neither one of which appeared to us at the time to 
be satisfaotory. Mr. D. Webster, interrogated on the subject some days later on 
St. G^r^e Island, offered mereljr the same suggestions, but a few days still later, 
both whites and natives on the islands were found to have developed quite other 
opinions and to be ready to attribute the deaths to the operations oi pelagic sealers 
killing mothers while off at sea and leading to the deata of pups from starvation 
consequent on such killing. 

347. Believing the matter to be one of considerable importance, however, it might 
be explained, particular attention was paid to it on subsequent visits to rookeries. 
On the 31st of July and the let of Aagnst the rookeries of St. George were inspected, 
but no similar appearances were found, nor was anything of the same kind again 
seen till the 4th of August, on Polavina rookery, 8t. Paul Island, where, near the 
southern extremity of the rookery, several hundred dead pups were again found by 
ns, here also covering an area of limited size, which we were able to examine care- 
fully without disturbing the breeding seals. It was estimated that the pups here 
found had died between ten days and two weeks before, which would olaoe the actual 
date of death at about the same time with that of those first referred to. 

848. On the following day the extensive rookeries of Northeast Point were visited 
and examined, bnt very few dead pups were anjrwhere seen. Mr. Fowler, in charge 
of these rookeries for the company, was speoiaUy questioned on this point, and fully 
confirmed the negative observations maae by onrselves at the time. It may here 
be mentioned that the vicinity of Northeast Point had been the principal and only 
notable locality fh>m which, up to this date, sealing vessels had been sighted in the 
offlng or had been reported as shooting seals within hearing of the shore. 

349. On the 19th oi August, after a cruise to the northward of about a fortnight's 
duration, we returned to St. Paul and on the same dav revisited Tolstoi rookery. 
On this occasion the dead pups previously noted were still to be seen, but the bodies 
were flattened out and moro or less covered with sand by the continuous movement 
of the living seals. There wero, however, on and near the same place, and particu- 
larly near the angle between Tolstoi rookery and the sands of English Bav, many 
more dead pux>s, larger in size than those first noted and scarcely distinguishable in 
this respect from the living pups, which wero then <' podded out" in groat numbers 
in the immediate neighborhood. Messrs. Fowler and Murray, who accompanied us 
on this occasion, admitted the mortality to be local, and the first-named gentleman 
stated that in his long experience he had never seen anything of the kind beforo, and 
suggested that the mothers firom this special locality might have gone to some par- 
ticular <' feeding bank" and have thero been killed together by sea sealers. On the 
same dav we visited the Beef rookery again, and a search was made thero for dead 
pufM, which resulted in the discovery of some of approximately the same size with 
those last mentioned, bnt probably not moro than an eighth, and certainly not moro 
than one-fourth in number as compared with the inner end of the Tolstoi rookery 
ground, and proportionately in both cases to the number of living pups. 

350. While making a third inspection of the St. Paul rookeries in September, on 
the 15th of that month, the Beef and Northeast Point rookeries wero again specially 
examined. The rookery ground of the southexistern side of the Reef Point w.is 
oarefhlly inspected, area by area, with field glasses, firom the various rocky points 
which overlook it, and fW>m whicn the whole field is visible in detail save certain 
narrow^ stony slopes jclose to the sea edge, where dead pups might have been hidden 
from view among the bowlders. Subsequently, the northeastern sloping ground, 
named Garbotch on the plans, being at that date meroly occupied by scattered groups 
of seals, was walked over. The result of the inspection was to show that there were 
on the southeast side a few dozen dead pups at tne most in sight, while on the oppo- 
site side perhaps a hundred in aU wero found in the area gone over, being, probably, 
the same with those seen hero the provious month, and in number or contiguity not 
in any way comparable with those seen at the inner end of Tolstoi. 

351. On the same day a final visit was made to the Northeast Point rookeries, then 
in charge of three natives only. Two of these men went over the ground with ns 
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md were questioned on yarioxis subjects^ inolnding thftt of dead pnps, throQffh oar 
Aleut interpreter. Tliey wonld not admit that they had seen any great namber of 
dead pnps on the northeast part this season, and did not seem to be in any way 
impressed with the idea that there had been any unusual mortality there. The 
flrround to the north of Hutchinson Hill was, however, carefully examined by us 
from the slopes of the hill, and a few dead pups were made out there. Again, at a 
place to the north of Sea Lion Neck of the plans, and beyond the sand beach upon 
which holluschickie generally haul out, a slow advance was made among a large 
herd of females and pups, though part of these were necessarily driven off the 
ground in so doing. An occupied area of rookery was thus walked over, and the 
dead pnps which appeared at this spot to be unusually abundant were counted with 
approximate accuracy. A very few were found scattered over the general surface, 
but on approaching the shore edge an area of about 20,000 square feet was noted, in 
which about 100 dead pups were assembled. Some of these lay within reach of the 
surf at high tide. Most appeared to have been dead for at least ten days, and sev- 
eral were broken up and mangled by the movement of the living seals on and about 
them. This particular locality showed a greater number of dead pups to area than 
any other seen at this time either on the ^lortheast or Reef rookeries, but in number 
in no respect comparable to that previously noted at Tolstoi, or even to that on the 
south part of Polavina. 

352. We were informed on this our last visit to the Pribilof Islands that subse- 
quent to our discovery of and comments upon the dead pups at the two last-mentioned 
places, the attention of Mr. J. Stanley Brown (who was engaged during the summer 
in making a special examination of the rookeries for the United States Government) 
was called to the circumstance, and that he undertook some further examination of 
it, of which the result will no doubt eventually be rendered available. Dr. Adand, 
who had Jnst been installed as medical officer on St. Paul, also told us that he had, 
within a few days, examined the bodies of six of the pups from Tolstoi, and that 
though rather too much decomposed for correct autopsy, he had been unable to find 
any signs of disease, but that all these examined were very thin and without food in 
the stomachs. 

353. It may be noted here that the carcasses thus examined must have been those 
of pups which had died in the month of September, or when no sealing schooners 
remained in Bering Sea. 

354. The body ot a pup found by us on the Northeast rookery on the 5th of August, 
which was still undecomposed, was preserved in alcohol, and has since been sub- 
mitted to Dr. A. Gunther, F. R. S., of the British Museum, who kindly offered to 
make an examination of it. This is quoted at length in Appendix (D). The stom- 
ach was found to contain no food. The body was well nourished, with a fair amount 
of fat in the subcutaneous tissue, but no fat about the abdominal organs. The 
lungs and windpipe were found in an inflammatory condition. Respecting the actual 
cause of death, Dr. Gunther says: ''Both the absence of food as well as the condi- 
tion of the respiratory organs are sufficient to account for the death of the animal ; 
but which of tne two was the primary cause, preceding the other, it is impossible 
to say." 

366. It would be inappropriate here to enter into any lengthened discussion of the 
bearings of the above laots on the methods of sealing at sea ; but as, after the ten- 
tative adoption of various hypotheses, the mortality of the young seals was with a 
remarkable unanimity attributed to pelagic sealing by the gentlemen in any way 
connected with the breeding islands, and as it has since been widely and consistently 
advertised in the press as a further and striking proof of the destmctiveness of pela- 
gic sealing, it may be permissible to allude to a few cogent reasons, because of 
which the subject seems at least to require consideration of a much more careful and 
searching kind : 

(1) The death of so many young seals on the islands in 1891 was wholly excep- 
tional and unprecedented, and it occurred in the very season during which, in 
accordance with the modus vivendi, every effort was being made to drive all pelagic 
sealers from Bering Sea. Those familiar with the islands were evidently puzzled 
and surprised when their attention was first drawn to it, and were for some time in 
doubt as to what cause it might be attributed. 

(2) The explanation at lenffth very unanimously concurred in by them, viz, that 
the young had died because tneir mothers had been killed at sea, rests wholly upon 
the assumption that each female will suckle only its own young one, an assumption 
which appears to be at least very doubtful, and which has already been discussed. 

(3) The mortality was at first local, and though later a certain number of dead 
pups were found on various rookeries examined, nothing of a character comparable 
with that on Tolstoi rookery was discovered. 

(4) The mortality first observed on Tolstoi and Polavina was at too early a date 
to enable it to be reasonably explained by the killing of mothers at sea. It occurred, 
as already explained, about the 15th or 20th of July, at a time at which, according 
to the generally accepted dates as well as our own observations in 1891, the females 
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had not begun to leave the rookeries in large nnmbere, or, when le^iviug them, to do 
no more than swim or plav about close to the shore. It has already been stated that 
Bryant gives the 25th of July as the opening of the period in which the females 
begin to leave the rookeries. Maynard states that the bulls, cows, and pups remain 
within the rookery limits to the same date, while Elliott places this change in the 
rookeries between the end of July and the 5th and 8th of August. It is, moreover, 
acknowledged by the best authorities that the dates in seal life uiion the islands 
have become later rather than earlier in recent years, as compared with those in 
which the dates above cited were ascertained. In the case of the death of pups after 
the middle of August, it might be an admissible hvpotheeis that the mothers had 
been killed at sea and that subsequently to such killing the young had had time to 
starve to death, but not at dates earlier than this. In the present case the mortality 
began long before that date, and it seems probable that tne deaths which occurred 
later must be explained by the same cause, whatever it may have been, extending 
from the original localities and becoming more general. 

356. The canses to which the mortality noted may be attributed with greatest 
probability are the following, but the evidence at present at disposal scarcely admits 
of a final attribution to one or other of them. If, however, the examination made 
by Dr. Acland of several of the carcasses be considered as indicative of the state of 
the whole, one of the two first is likely to afford the correct explanation : 

(a) It is well known that in consequence of the decreased number of killables 
found on the hauling grounds in late years it has been found necessary to collect 
these close to and even on the edges of the breeding rookeries, and that it has thus 
been impossible to avoid the collection and driving to the killing grounds, with the 
killables, of all sorts of seals not required, including seecatchie and females. It is 
also known that the driving and killing in the early part of the season of 1891 was 
pushed with unwonted energy, taking into consideration the reduced number of 
seals, and it appears to be quite possible that the females thus driven from their 
young, though afterwards turned away from the killing grounds in an exhausted 
and thoroughly terrified state, never afterwards found their way back to their orig- 
inal breeding places, but either went oflf to sea or landed elsewhere. The places 
where the greatest number of dead |>ups were first seen on Tolstoi and Polavina were 
just those from the immediate vicinity of which drives were most frequently made. 

(h) The appearances, indioatin|i[ a local beginning and greatest intensity of mor- 
tality, with its subsequent extension to greater areas, might reasonably be explained 
by the origination and transmission of some disease of an epidemic character. 

(o) The circumstances where the mortality was observed to be greatest appeared 
to be such as to be explicable by a panic and stampede, with consequent overrunning 
of the young; but, ii so, such stampedes must have occurred more than once. They 
might not improbably have resulted from attempts to collect drives too near the 
breeding rookeries. 

(d) It is entirely within the bounds of probability that raiders may have landed 
on at least Tolstoi and Polavina rookeries without anyone upon the islands becoming 
cognizant of the fact. Females would in such a case be killed in greatest numbers, for 
these occupy the stations most easily got at from the seaside, and the killing upon 
the rookery ground would also unavoidably have resulted in stampeding large num- 
bers of seals of all classes. (Report of British Bering Sea Commissioners, pp. 61-64.) 

A brief review of the salient points of the foregoing will not be oat 
of place at the present time, even though the Tribunal of Arbitration, 
before which they were considered and upon which they exerted an 
influence perhaps, is now a thing of the past. 

In section 346 they tell us: 

We observed and called attention to several hundred dead pups. • • • The 
bodies were partly decomposed and appeared to have Iain where found for a week or 
more. • * * Neither the Government agent who was with us nor the natives 
forminff our boat's crew at the time would at first believe that the objects seen on 
the rookery were dead pups, afiQrming that they were stones. 

Now, all that seems plain enough, but does it not sound rather ludi- 
crous, to say the least, when it.is alleged by any man that a boat's crew 
of native sealers, whose life work is the handling of seals, could not tell 
the difference between the decomposed carcass of a pup seal and a stone, 
when those who had never been to the seal islands before saw the dif- 
ference at a glanced The commissioners continue : 

Tho bodies were partly decomposed and appeared to have lain where found for a 
week or more. 
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To anyone not knowing the real conditions existing at Tolstoi rookery 
on that particular 29th of July, the words quoted would imply that the 
men who "found" the bodies of the '*' decomposed pups'^ were walking 
around on the rookery, but the truth is we did not land on Tolstoi rook- 
ery at all during the 29th of July, nor did we find any dead pups that 
had been lying there for a week or more, nor did we find any. 

As I was the Government agent who accompanied the commissiouers 
and was in charge of the boat's crew of natives, I affirm that we sailed 
from the village landing to Zapadnie or Southwest Bay, where we 
landeil and wa&ed on (he rookery without seeing any dead pups; and 
afterwards we sailed from Zapadnie and followed the trend of the shore 
all around English Bay and over to Tolstoi, without making a landing 
till we arrived home at the village. It was while we were passing Tol- 
stoi someone asked the question, << What is that up there on the side- 
hill f" Field glasses were used by several of the men, and some said 
the objects pointed at were dead seals, some said " dead pups,'' and some 
claimed they were not certain whether they were bones or rocks. 

Let it be borne in mind that we were looking at a very steep hill, 
broken and rocky; that we were from 200 to 300 yards out from land, 
and in a boat that was on a choppy sea, and therefore in constant 
motion, and it will be readily understood why the native sealers were 
80 dull about dead pups on Tolstoi rookery. 

In section 349 they tell us that — 

On the 19tli of Augost * * * we retnmed to St. Paul, and on the same day 
revisited Tolstoi rookery. » • * Messrs. Fowler and Murray, who accompanied 
us on this bcoasion, admitted the mortality to be local, and the first-named gentle- 
man stated that in his lone experience he had never seen anything of the kind 
before, and suggested that the mothers from this special locality might have gone to 
Bome particular ''feeding bank" and have been killed together by sea sealers. 

Without attempting to enter into an argument of what we actually 
saw and said that day on Tolstoi rookery, I will say that it is true we. 
Fowler, Murray, and Barnes, were astonished at the number of dead 
pups we beheld, a number far exceeding anything we had ever seen 
before, and it was in that spirit of astonishment that Mr. Fowler said 
he never saw the like, meaning that he never saw so many at one time, 
which is very easily accounted for now by the well-known fact that in 
no year previous to 1891 were so many seals killed and taken by pelagic 
sealers, as may be seen by a reference to the following table: 

TabU of pelagic oaioh from 1868 to 1894^ loih inoluHvOj from the he^t auihoritiee and 
Boureee of inform^Honf revised and corrected to date. 



Year. 


Hmnber. 


Tear. 


Number. 


Year. 


Namber. 


Year. 


Nomber. 


1868 


4,867 
4,430 
8,686 
16,911 
5,336 
5,220 
5,873 


1875 


5,033 
6,615 
5,210 
5,544 
8,867 
8,910 
10,882 


1882 


15,651 
16,585 
17,183 
24,960 
88,094 
46,628 
26,916 


1889 


43,158 


I8de 


1876 


1883 


1890 


51,814 


1870 ....... 


1877 


i 1884 


1891 


69,788 


1871 


1878 


1885 


J892 


78,894 


1872 


1870 


1886....' 


1893 


109,000 


1878 


1880 


1887 


1894 


142,000 


1874 


1881 


1888 















The real number taken in 1891 was 78,000, but only those actually 
sold in London are counted here, and, as there is no doubt that from 80 
to 90 per cent of the total catch were female seals, it is not to be won- 
dered at that from 20,000 to 30,000 pups were found dead on the rook- 
eries in the fall of that year. 
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What Mr. Mnrray did say on that memorable 19th of Aug^st^ 1891, 
is a matter of reoord, as follows : 

Aoeompanied by Agent Barnee, Mr. Fowler^ of the North AmerioMi Comineroial 
Compapy, and by the British commissioners, 1 visited Tolstoi rookery on August 19, 
and we found thousands of dead pups, oovering a spaoe of about 5 acres, and their 
mothers had disappeared. Dr. Dawson, one of the commissioners, took kodak views 
of the place, and when ho asked me what I thought was the cause of their death, I 
answered, "Their mothers have been killed ataea.'' 

Since I left St. Paul Island I have received a letter Arom Agent Barnes, in which 
he says: ** Ton remember the appearance of Tolstoi t I visited Halfway Point along 
with Mr. Fowler and found the same state of affairs, or worse; and those who have 
been to Northeast Point say it is still worse there.'' 

Bearing in mind that Northeast Point is the largest rookery in the world, it is no 
exaggeration to say that between 20,000 and 30^000 pups are lying dead at St. Paul 
Island whose mothers were slaughtered by seabng schooners in the open sea and the 
pups left to starve upon the rookeries. 

The theory of an occasional epidemic amone the seals has been broached, and 
plausible arguments advanced to prove that the oecrease in seal life can be accounted 
for without blaming the sealing schooneTS. bat as the " oldest inhabitant '' on the 
islands has no recofiection of anything of tne sort, and as no one ever saw a dozen 
dead cows on any rookery, it is safe to say there is no foundation for or truth in 
the epidemic theory. (Murray's Beport, 1891, Senate Ex. Doc. No. 107, Fiffcy-seo- 
Dnd Congress, second session.) 

It does not seem possible that the person who wrote in 1891 the report 
from which the foregoing has been copied could have ^< admitted the 
mortality to be local/' and, as a matter of fact, he never did. On the 
contrary, because of a thirty months' continuous residence on the islands 
and a personal acquaintance and very intimate and firiendly relations 
with every person on both, I was well aware of the annual increase of 
dead pups on the rookeries from the time of the first-confirmed shrink- 
age of the seal herd in 1886. That the terrible sight which met our 
gaze on Tolstoi rookery should have caused exclamations of surprise < 
from all of us, who knew its real meaning, is not to be wondered at, I 
think, for the starved carcasses emphasized the fiBbct that in spite of 
the efforts of the fleets of the United States and of Oreat Britain, the 
pelagic sealers' deadly work was beinf^ done with an energy and suc- 
cess beyond all preceding seasons, and that unless some other mode of 
protection could be devised by the nations directly interested the seal 
herd would soon be annihilated. 

In section 362 the commissioners say: 

Dr. Adand, who had Just been installed as medical officer on St. Pan], also told us 
that he had within a few days examined the bodies of six of the pnps from Tolstoi : 
* * * he had been nnable to find any signs of disease, bat that all those examinea 
were very thin and without food in the stomachs. 

Dr. Akerly it was who visited the rookeries and examined the dead 
pups, and whose affidavit will be found in the Appendix. 
Commenting on section 266, they say: 

(1) The death of so many yonng seals on the islands in 1891 was wholly exceptional 
and unprecedented, and it occurred in the very season which, in accordance with the 
modus Vivendi, every effort was beins made to drive all pelagic sealers from Bering 
Sea. Those familiar with the islands were evidently puzzled and surprised when 
their attention was first drawn to it, and were for some time in doubt as to what 
cause it might be attributed. 

It is true we were rather astonished at the number of dead pups on 
the rookeries, and being aware '^ that every effort was being made to 
prevent pelagic sealing," we were puzzled to account for it at the time, 
for we knew of no cause other than the killing of the females at sea by 
which it could be accounted for. 

Subsequently, however, we learned of the unprecedented catch made 
that fieason by the sealing fleet, and, naturally, we concluded that our 
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•onjectnres were conflnned. I^or have I had any informatioiL' since 
sufficiently reliable to cause a change of opinion. 

(8) The mortality was at first looaly and thongh later a oertain number of dead pnps 
were foond at varions rookeries examined, notning of a oharaoter comparable with 
that on Tolstoi rookery was discoyered. 

Treasury Agent Barnes, who was on St. Paul Island long after the 
commissioners left in the fall, is my authority for saying that the <^ same 
state of affairs or worse was found later on Polavina and on I^ortheast 
Point," the two rookeries visited by him. 

(4) The mortality first observed on Tolstoi and Polaiina was at too early a date to 
enable it to be reasonably explained by the kiUing of mothers at sea. It ocenrred, 
as already explained, abont the 15th or 20th of July, at a time at which, according 
to the generally accepted dates, as weU as onr own obseirations in 1S91, the females 
had not begun to leave the rooKeries in large numbers, or when leaving them, to do 
more than swim or play abont close to the shore. 

As already shown, there were no dead pups seen — ^most certainly 
nothing worth noting— untQ August 19. 

As the commissioners did not land on either of the seal islands till 
the latt^ end of July — ^about the 28th, if I remember rightly — I can 
not see how they could have personally observed the movements of the 
females or the condition of the breeding grounds about the 15th or 20th 
of July. 

Section 356. (a) It is well known that in conseqnenoe of the decreased number of 
kiliables fonnd on the hauling gronnds in late years, it has been found necessary to 
collect these close to and even on the edges of the breeding rookeries. • • » 

It is also known that the driving and killing in the early part of the season of 
1891 was pushed with unwonted energv, * • • und it appears to be quite possi- 
ble that tne females thus driven from their young, though amrwards turned away 
from the killing pounds in an exhausted and thoroughly terrified state, never after- 
wards found their way back to their original breeding places, but either went off to 
sea or landed elsewhere- The places where the greatest number of dead pups were 
first seen on Tolstoi and Polavina were Just those from the immediate vicinity of 
which drives were most frequently made. 

The reading of the above quotation staggers one who ever had expe- 
rience on a rookery or a killing ground. 

The '4t is well known,'' is surely unworthy of the commissioner^. 

Which of the men on the islands ever said such a thing t Whoever 
said that seals were collected close up to the breeding grounds t No 
man who ever made a drive or saw one made. Who is responsible for 
the story of the driving of females in the early part of the season of 
1891 1 No sealer^ of course, for he would know that there are no females 
on the rookeries in the early part of the season. 

The commissioners found more dead pups on Tolstoi than on any 
other rookery, and they endeavor to show that collecting and driving 
of seals from near the breeding rookeries and the consequent taking of 
some females or the disturbance of the herds caused the death of the 
pups. 

The island records of all the drives made on St. Paul Island in 1891 
are at hand, and I will produce a copy for the purpose of showing that 
no drives whatever were made from either Tolstoi or Polavina during 
the year 1891 1 

And yet the commissioners, who were supposed to make an impartial 
report, say: 

The places where the greatest number of dead pups were first seen on Tolstoi and 
Polavina were Just those from the immediate vicinity of which drives were most 
frequently made. 

The fact is, as may be seen by consulting the records for 1890-91, in 
the Appendix, that no drives were made from Polavina since July 13, 
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nor from Tolstoi sinc«5 July 20, 1890; so that, instead of being the 
places most driven from, they are the places not driven from at all in 
1891. 

The following table, from the official records of the Treasury Depart- 
ment, gives all of the killings for food and for skins (quota and modu ; 
Vivendi) from the close of the season July 20, 1890, to the close of the 
season August 10, 1891: 



Date. 


Bookery. 


Seals 
UUed. 


Bemarka. 


1890. 
July 28 
Ang. 5 
14 


XiUkannon............ ......... «.«.«.... 


129 
123 
124 
165 
110 
83 
93 
UO 
109 
109 
114 
96 
184 
255 
383 

288 
114 
463 
718 

1,112 
428 
480 
232 
866 
842 
186 

1,027 
119 
215 
400 
100 
121 
122 
178 
248 
118 
407 
100 


For food. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

For food. 

Da 

Da 
Quota. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 

Da 
Modus viveiidl. 

Do 


Reef 


Xiukannon 


23 


Reef 


80 


do 


^SS 


Lruk nnnon ....--r ,-,,,^,,-^,,--^.^. 


do 


22 


do 


29 


Middle HUl 


Oct 4 


Lnkannon..... 


14 


Middle Hill 


22 


do 


29 


do 


UToT. 14 


do 


Deo. 4 


Beef 


1801. 
May 15 
20 


Reef 


do 


June 4 


ZapadDie 


11 


Zapadnie and Beef 


11 


Kortheaet Point 


12 


Zapadnie 


13 


Northeast Point II I" 


13 


Middle Hill 


15 


Kortheaat Point 


16 


Beef 


17 


Sonthweat Bay 


Do 


18 


Beef 


Do. 
Da 
Da 
Da 
Da 


20 


Middle HiU 


25 


Beef 


29 


do 


July 8 
18 


do 


do 


Da 
Da 


16 


I/ukaupnii , -,, ,,^ ,,,Tr,.,.,. 


21 
27 


Middle Hill 

do...- 


Da 
Da 
Da 
Da 


Aug. 8 


Beef. 


Kortheast Point 


10 


liUkannon 


Da 




Total 






10,805 











Surely this is sufficient to convince every reasonable man that instead 
of impartially inquiring into the causes of the decrease of the seal herd 
and the best possible method of protection, as was originally intended, 
the commissioners have endeavored to screen the result of the work of 
the pelagic sealer by making statements about drives, stampedes, and 
epidemics on the islands which the facts do not warrant. 

In another chapter will be found quotations, bearing on this phase 
of the case, ftrom the argument of United States counsel before the Tri- 
bunal of Arbitration, to which I respectfidly call the most earnest atten- 
tion. 

In order to show that the " dead- pup" problem was not a new thing 
on the islands before the British commissioners ^< discovered " it in 
1891, 1 quote from the testimony of intelligent native chiefs and sealers 
and of many agents of the Government and of the lessees, who have had 
many years' experience on the seal islands, and they are unanimous in 
saying that previous to 1884 there were practically no dead pups to be 
seen on the rookeries; agents who wore on the islands previous to 1884 
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saw bat few or none. That, although there were some few drowned in 
the surf daring heavy wind storms, or trampled to death occasionally 
by the fighting balls, it was not autil the pelagic sealer appeared in 
Bering Sea that dead pups were found by hundreds and by thousands 
and sometimes by the acre. 

DEAD PtrPS ON THB BOOKEBOBS. 

Dead paps, which seemed to have starved to death, grew very nomerooe on the 
rookeries tnese latter years, and I noticed when driving the bachelor seal for killing, 
as we started them up from the beach, that manv small pups, half starved, apparently 
motherless, had wandered away from the breeding grounds and become mixed with, 
the killable seals. The natives called my attention to these waifs, sayine that it did 
not use to be so, and that the mothers were dead, otherwise they would be upon the 
breeding grounds. (H. N. Clark, lessees' agent.) 

There were a ffood many dead pups on the rookeries every year I was on the island, 
and they seeuiea to grow more numerous f^om year to year, because the rookeries 
were all th9 time growing smaller, and the dead pups in the latter years were more 
numerous in proportion to the live ones. (Alex. Uansson, sealer.) 

The seals were apparently subject to no diseases: the pups were always fiat and 
healthy, the dead ones very rarely seen on or about tne rookeries prior to iSSi, Upon 
my return to the islands in 1886 I was told by my assistants ana the natives that a 
very large number of pups had perished the preceding season, a part of them dying 
apon the islands and others beinj^ washed ashore, all seeming to have starved to death. 
The same thing occurred in 1886 and in each of the following years to and including 
1889. Even before I left the islands, in August, 1886, 1887, and 1888, 1 saw hundreds 
of half-starved, bleating, emaciated pups wandering aimlessly about in search of 
their dams, and presenting a most pitiable appearance. (H. H. Molntyre, general 
manager.) 

But facts came under my observation that soon led me to what t believe to be the 
true cause of destruction. For instance, during the period of my residence on St. 
George Island, down to the year 1884, there was always a number of dead pups, tiie 
number of which I can not give exactly, as it varied from year to year and was 
dependent apon accidents or the destructlveness of storms. Young seals do not know 
how to swim at birth, nor do they learn how for six weeks or two months after 
birth, and therefore are at the mercv of the waves during stormy weather. But from 
the year 1^4 down to the period when I left St. George Island there was a marked 
increase in the number of dead pups, amounting, perhaps, to a trebling of the num- 
bers obser^'^ed in former years, so that I would estimate the number of dead pups in 
the year 1887 at about 5,000 or 7,000 as a maximum. 

During my last two or three years I also noticed among the number of dead 
pups an increase of at least 70 per cent of those which were emaciated and poor, 
and in my judgment they died from want of nourishment, their mothers having been 
kiUed while away from the island feeding, because it is a fact that pups drowned 
or killed by accidents were most invariably fat. Learning further, through the Lon- 
don salec}, of the increase in the pelagic sealing, it became my firm conviction that the 
constant increase in the number of dead pups and the decrease in the number of 
marketable seals and breeding females found on the islands during the years 1885, 
1886, and 1887 were caused by the destruction of female seals in the open sea, eitiier 
before or after giving birth to the pups. The mother seals go to feeding grounds 
distant from the islands, and I can only account for the number of starv^ pups bv 
supposing that their mothers are killed while feeding. (T. F. Morgan, lessees'agent. ) 

TIME OF APPBABANOB OF DBAD PUPS. 

The loss of life of pup seals on the rookeries up to about 1884 or 1885 was compara- 
tively slight, and was generally attributed to the death of the mother seal from 
natural causes or from their natural enemies in the water, or, as sometimes hap- 
pened^ sadden storms with heavy surfs rolling in from certain directions onto the 
breeding rookeries ; but never at any time would a sufficient number of pups be 
killed to make it the subject of special comment either among the natives or the 
employees of the company. (W. S. Hereford, M. D., resident physician.) 

Between 1874 and 1883 predatory vessels occasionally appeared in Bering Sea, 
among them the Cygnet in 1874 and the San Diego in 1876, but the whole number of 
seals destroyed by such vessels was small, and had no appreciable effect upon the 
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rookeries. In 1884 aboat 4,000 skins were taken in Bering Sea by three yeaeels, and 
starved pups were noticed upon the islands that year ior the first time. In 1885 
abont 10,000 skins were taken in this sea, and the dead pups upon the rookeries 
became so numerous as to evoke comment from the natives and others upon the 
islands. (H. H. Mclutyro.) 

NO DEAD PUPS PRIOR TO 1884. 

Poaching in Bering Sea had not begun in those years (from 1868 to 1876), and it 
was a rare thing to find a dead pun about the shores or on the rookeries. I had 
frequent occasion, after the close of the breeding season, to visit all parts of the 
island, and there was no appearance of gaunt or starved seals. Occasionally a dead 
pup was found that had been crushed to death by the bulls in their encounters with 
each other. (George R. Adams, lessees' agent.) 

A dead pup was rarely seen, the dead being a small fraction of 1 per cent to the 
whole number of pups. I do not think while I was there I saw in any one season 50 
dead pups on the rookeries, and the majority of dead pups were along the shore, 
having been killed by the snrf. (Charles Bryant, Treasury agent.) 

There were not, in 1880, sufficient dead pups scattered over the rookeries to attract 
attention or to form a feature on the rookery. (W. H. Dall, naturalist.) 

During the time I was on the islaiids I only saw a very few dead pups on the 
rookeries, but the number in 1884 was slightly more than in former years. I never 
noticed or examined dead pups on the rookeries before 1884, the number being so 
small. (H. A. Glidden, Treasury agent.) 

In performing my official duty I frequently visited the breeding rookeries, and 
during my entire stay on the island I never saw more than 4(X) dead pups on all the 
rookeries. (Louis Kimmel, Treasury agent, 1882-83.) 

I never saw bnt a few dead pups on the rookeries until the schooners came into 
the sea and shot the cows when they went out to feed^ and then the dead pups 
began to increase on the rookeries. (Nicoli KrukofiT, native chief, St. Paul Island.) 

I am informed that of late years thousands of yonug pups have died on the islands 
while the season was in progress. Certainly such condition did not exist during my 
residence on the Pribilof group. The pups were sometimes trampled upon by the 
larger animals, and dead ones might be seen here and there on the rookeries; but 
the loss in this particular was never enough or important enongh to excite any 
special comment. (J. M. Morton, Treasury agent, 1877-78.) 

Never while I was on St. George Island did I see a dead pup on the rookeries, and 
I certainly should have noticed if there had been «ny number on the island. (B. F. 
Scribner, Treasury agent, 1879-80.) 

While I was on the island I never saw more than 26 dead pups on the rookeries 
during any one season. I have seen occasionally a dead one among the bowlders 
along the shore, which had probably been killed by the snrf; but these dead pups 
were in no instance emaciated. (George Wardman, T^asnry agent, 1881-1885.) 

While on St. George Island there were practically no dead pnps on the rookeries. 
I do not think I saw during any one season more than a dozen. On St. Paul Island 
I never saw any dead pups to amount to anything until 1884, and then the number 
was quite noticeable. {J, H. Monlton, Treasury agent.) 

NUMBER OF DEAD PUPS IN 1891. 

One thing which attracted my attention was the immense number of dead young 
seals; another was the presence of quite a number of young seals on all the rook- 
eries in an emaciated and apparently very weak condition. I was requested by the 
Government agent to examine some of the carcasses for the purpose of determining 
the cause or causes of their death. I visited and walked over aU the rookeries. On 
all, dead seals were to be found in great numbers. Their number was more apparent 
on those rookeries, such as Tolstoi and Halfway Point, the water sides of which were 
on smooth ground, and the eye could glance over patches of ground hundreds of feet 
in extent which were thickly strewn with carcasses. 

Where the water side of the rookeries, as at Northwest Point and the reef (south 
of the village), were on rocky ground the immense number of dead was not so ap- 
parent, but a closer examination showed that the dead were there in equally great 
numbers scattered among the rocks. In some localities the ground was so thickly 
strewn with the dead that one had to pick his way carefully in order to avoid step- 
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ping on the oarcanses. The great mass of dead in all casaB was within a short dis- 
tance of the water's edge. The patches of dead wonld commence at the water's edge 
and stretch in a wide swath np into the rookery. Among the immense masses of 
dead were seldom to be found the carcasses of full-grown seals, but the carcasses 
were those of pups, or vonng seals born that year, f can give no idea of the exact 
number of dead, but I believe that thev could only be numbered by the thousands 
•m each rookery. Along the water's edge and scattered among the dead were quite 
a number of live pups, which were in an emaciated condition. Many had hardly the 
strength to drag themselves out of one's way ; thus contrasting strongly, both in 
appearance and actions, with the plump condition and active, aggressive conduct oi 
the healthy appearing pups. (J. C. S. Akerly, M. D., resident physician.) 

In the latter part of July, 1891, my attention was called to a source of waste, the 
efficiency of which was most startlingly iUustrated. In my conversations with the 
natives I had learned that dead pups had been seen upon the rookeries in the past 
few years in such numbers as to cause much concern. In the middle of July they 
pointed out to me here and there dead pups and others so weak and emaciated that 
their death was but a matter of a few days. By the time the British commissioners 
arrived the dead pups were in sufficient abundance to attract their attention, and 
they are, I believe, under the impression that they first discovered them. 

By the latter part of August aeaths were rare, the mortality having practically 
ceased. An examination of the warning lists of the combined fleets of British and 
American cruisers will show that before the middle of August the last sealing 
schooner was sent out of Bering Sea. These vessels had entered the sea about July 
1 and had done much effective work by July 15. The mortal! tv among the pnpsand 
its cessation is synchronous with the sealing fleet's arrival and departure from Bering 
Sea. 

There are several of the rookeries upon which leyel areas are so disposed as to be 
seen by the eye at a glance. In September Dr. Akerly and I walked airectly across 
the rookery of Tolstoi, St. Paul, and in addition to the dead pups in siffht, they lay 
in groups of from three to a dozen among the obscnring rocks on the hillside. From 
a careful examination of every rookery upon the two islands made by me in August 
and September, I place the minimum estimate of the dead pups to be 15,000, and that 
some number between that and 30,000 would represent more nearly a true statement 
of the facts. (J. Stanley-Brown, Treasury agent, 1891-92.) 

No mention was ever made of any unusual number of dead pups upon the rookeries 
having been noticed at any time prior to my visit in 1870, but when I again visited the 
islands in 1890, 1 found it a subject of much solicitude by those interested in the per- 
petuation, and in 1891 it had assumed such proportions as to cause serious alarm. 
The natives making the drives first discovered this trouble, then special agents took 
note, and later on I think almost everyone who was allowed to visit the rookeries 
could not dose their eyes or nostrils to the great numbers of dead pups to be seen on 
all sides. In company with Special Agent Murray, Captain Hooper, and Engineer 
Brerton, of the Conrtn, I visited the Reef and Garbotch rookeries, St. Paul Island, in 
August, 1891, and saw one of the most pitiable sights that I have ever witnessed. 
Thousands of dead and dying pups were scattered over the rookeries, while the shores 
were lined with emaciated, nnnery little fellows, with their eyes turned toward the 
sea utterinff plaintive cries for their mothers, which were destined never to return. 
Nnmbers of tnem were opened, their stomachs examined^ and the fact revealed that 
starvation was the cause of death, no organic disease being apparent. ( W. C. Coul- 
son, captain, revenue marine. 

The schooners increased every year from the time I first noticed them, until in 1884 
there was a fleet of 20 or 30, and then I began to see more and more dead pups on 
the rookeries, until in 1891 the fleet of sealing schooners numbered more tnan 100 
and the rookeries were covered with dead pups. (John Fratis.) 

It was during these years that dead, emaciated pnps were first noticed on the rook- 
eries, and they increased in numbers until 1891, in which year, in August and Sep- 
tember, the rookeries were covered with dead pups. (Edward Hughes, employee of 
lessees, 1888-1894.) 

On the 19th of August, 1891, 1 saw the young pups lyine dead upon the rookeries 
of St. Paul, and I estimated their number to be not less than 30,000; and they had 
died from starvation, their mothers having been killed at the feeding grounds by 
pelagic hunters. (Joseph Murray, Treasury agent, 1889-1894.) 

Q. Have yon noticed any dead pups on the rookeries this past season, and in what 
proportion to former years? — A. 1 have seen an unusual number of dead pups this 
year on the breeding grounds: I may say twice as many as formerly. (J. C. Redputh^ 
lessees' agent, 1875-1894.) . 

H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 3 
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CAUSE OP DEATH OP PUPS. 

Q. Did YOU see any dead pups on the rookeries this season f — ^A. Tee; my attention 
was called to the matter by J. Stanley- Brown, who requested me to examine them 
with a yiew to determining the cause of their death. I examined a namber which 
had apparently recently died. Their bodies were entirely destitute of fat, and no 
food to be found in their stomachs. After a careful examination I found no evidence 
of disease. 

Q. What do yon assign as the caose of their death f — ^A. I belieye them to have 
died of starvation. 

Q. Why do you think they died of starvation f — ^A. From the fact that nearly all 
the dead on the rookery were pups, and from absence of all signs of disease, emaciated 
condition of their bodies, and absence of food from their stomachs. (J. C. S. Akerly, 
M.D.) 

There were a great many dead pups on the rookeries dnring my last three years on 
St. Paul Island. Many of them wandered helplessly about, away from the groups 
or pods where they were accustomed to lie, and finally 8tai*ved to death. We knew 
at the time what killed them, for the vessels and boats were several times plainly in 
sight from the island shooting seals in water, and the revenue cutters and company's 
vessels arriving at the island frequently reported their presence in Bering Sea, and 
sometimes the capture of these marauding crews. If all had been captured and the 
business broken up the seal rookeries would be healthy and prosperous to-day, instead 
of being depleted and broken up. I speak positively about it, because no other cause 
can be assigned for their depletion upon any reasonable hypothesis. (W. C. AUiSy 
lessees' agent. 

Dr. Akerly, the lessees' physician at the time, made an antopsy of some of the 
carcasses and reported that he could find no traces of any diseased condition what- 
ever, but there was an entire absence of food or any signs of nourishment in the 
stomach. Before Dr. Dawson left I called his attention to what Dr. Akerly had 
done, but whether he saw him on the subject I can not tell. (Milton Barnes, Treas- 
ury agent.) 

I procured a nnmber of these pups, and Dr. Akerly, at my request, made autop- 
sies, not only at the villase^ but later on npon the rookeries themselves. The lungs 
of these dead pups floated m water. There was no organic disease of heart, liver, 
lungs, stomach, or alimentary canal. In the latter there was but little and often no 
fecal matter, and the stomach was entirely empty. Pups in the last^ stage of emacia- 
tion were seen by me upon the rookeries, and their conditlou, as well as that of the 
dead ones, left no room to doubt that their death was caused by starvation. ( J# 
Stanley-Brown.) 

The pups on the rookeries were fat and healthy, and while I was on the islands no 
epidemic disease ever appeared among them, nor did the natives have stories of 
an epidemic ever destroying them. (Charles Bryant, Treasury agent, 1869-1877.) 

I was informed at the time (November, 1891) that the stomachs of dead pups had 
been examined by the medical officers at the island and no traces, of food found 
therein, f^om personal observation I am of the opinion that fully 90 per cent of 
them died of starvation, great emaciation being apparent. (John C. Cantwell, 
revenue marine.) 

I have never known of any sickness or epidemic among the seals, and I am of the 
opinion that the thousands of dead pups on the rookeries last year died of starva- 
tion on account of their mothers being shot and killed while feeding at the fishing 
banks in the sea. I was present last year and saw some of the dead pups examined. 
Their stomachs were empty, and they presented all the appearances of starvation. 
I also noticed on the rookeries a great many emaciated pups, which on a later visit 
would be dead. It has always been the practice prior to 1891 for the natives to kill 
3,000 to 4,000 pups in November for food, and we always find their stomachs filled 
with milk. (C. L. Fowler, lessees' agent.) 

It is my opinion that the cows are killed by the hunters when they go out in the 
sea to feed, and the pups are left to die and do die on the island. (John Fratis, native 
sealer.) 

They were thin, poor, and appeared to have starved to death. (Alex. Hanssen, 
sealer.) 

It is a well-known fact that the female seals leave the islands and go great dis- 
tances for food, and it is clearly proven that many of them do not return, as the 
rfiiimber of pups starved to death on the rookeries demonstrates. (W. S. Hereford, 
M.D.) 
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For if the mother seals are destroyed their young can not but perish; no other dam 
will suekle them; nor can they subsist until at least 3 or 4 mouths old without 
the mother's milk. The loss of this vast number of pups, amounting to many thou- 
sands, we could attribute to no other cause than the death of the mother at the hands 
of pelagic seal hunters. (H. H. Mclntyre.) 

Q. How do you account for thisf — A. I think the cows were killed by the poach- 
ers while away from the rookeries, and as mother seals nurse none but their own 
young, consequently the pups whose mothers were killed die from starvation. 
(Antone Melovedoff, native chief.) 

The seals are never visited by physical disorders of any kind, so far as I could 
ascertain, and I have never seen on their bodies any blemishes, humors, or eruptions 
which might be attributed to disease. (John M. Morton.) 

These latter pups I examined, and they seemed to be very much emaciated. In 
my opinion, they died of starvation, caused by the mothers having been shot while 
absent from the islands feeding. Another cause of their starving is because a cow 
refuses to give suck to any pup but her own, and she recognizes her offspring by 
its cry, distinguishing its voice from that of hundreds of others which are con- 
stantly bleating. (J. H. Moulton.) 

The epidemic theory was urged very strongly in 1891, when the rookeries were 
found covered with dead pups, but a careful and technical examination was made 
of several of the dead bodies without discovering a trace of organic disease, while 
starvation was so apparent that those who exaunued them decided that it was the 
true cause of their death. Had sickness or disease attacked the seal herd, it is only 
reasonable to suppose a few grown seals would be found dead where so many young 
ones had died so suddenly, but the most diligent search has failed to find a grovm 
seal dead upon the islands from unknown causes. From the discovery of the islands 
until the present time the fiesh of the fur seal has been the daily meat ration of the 
natives and of the white people, and yet it is a fact that a tainted or diseased carcass 
has never been known. (L. A. Noyes, M. D., resident physician, 1880-1894.) 

Some of these losses were due to their perhaps too early attempts to swim. When 
the pup is a few mouths old the mother seal conducts it to the water and teaches it 
to swim near the shore. If a heavy sea is encountered the weak little pup is liable 
to be thrown by the surf against the rocks and killed, but under natural conditions, 
and with the protection to the rookeries formerly enforced at the islands, the losses 
from this cause and all others combined (save alone the authorized killine) amounted 
to an infinitesimal percentage of the whole numbers in the herds. (H. G. Otis, 
Treasury agent, 1879-1881.) 
. Another theory, equally untrue, was that an epidemic had seized the herd; but 
investigations oi the closest kind have never revealed the death on the islands of a 
fuU-^own seal from unknown causes. Let it be remembered that the fiesh of the 
seal IB the staple diet of the natives, and that it is eaten dally by most of the white 
employees as well; and yet it is true that a sign of taint or disease has never been 
found on a seal carcass in the memory of man. It was not until so many thousands 
of dead pups were found upon the rookeries that the problem was solved. The truth 
is, that when the cows go out to the feeding grounds to feed, they are shot and killed 
by the pelagic hunter, and the pups, depriv^ of sustenance, die upon the rookeries. 
Excepting a few pups killed b^*^ the sarf occasionally, it has been demonstrated that 
all the pups found dead are poor and starved, and when examined their stomachs are 
found to be without a sign of food of any sort. The resident physician. Dr. Akerly, 
examined many of them, and found in every instance that starvation was the cause 
of death. (J. C. Kedpath.) 

A double waste occurs when the mother seal is killed, as the pup will surely starve 
to death. A mother seal will give sustenance to no pup but her own. I saw sad 
evidences of this waste on St. Paul Island last season, where large numbers of pups 
were lying about the rookeries, where they had died of starvation. (Commander 
Z.L. Tanner, U.S.N.) 

I never heard of any disease among the seal herd, nor of an epidemic of any sort or 
at any time in the h istory of the islands. (Daniel Webster, lessees' agent, 18w-1894. ) 

If the mother of a young seal is killed, the pup is very likely to die. It will be so 
weak that the storm will dash it ashore and kill it, or it may die of starvation. I 
have seen pups hardly larger than a rat from lack of nourishment. A starved or 
neglected orphan pup is nearly sure to die. At one storm the natives found over 300 
pups washed ashore in a little cove, and the water around was full oi dead pups. It 
IS certain that nearly all the dead pups were orphans. The female seal when suckling 
her young has to go out into the ocean in search of food, and it is those animals, or 
females on the way to the breeding grounds to give birth to the young, that we kill 
in the Bering Sea. (T. T. Williams, quoting Captain Olsen.) 
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The foregoing quotations are from the affidavits and reports of men 
who, through years of experience, gained a practical knowledge of for- 
seal life in all its details, and who therefore know of what they speak 
beyond tHe possibility of successfal contradiction. 

It may be urged by our opponents that the testimony is that of men 
who are neither learned nor scientific, and who, being employed by 
either the Gtovernment or the lessees, had private and personal interests 
to subserve. 

For the purpose of meeting such objections, and to show how the 
practicsJ and scientific are agreed in this matter, I will here introduce a 
paper written by a well-known naturalist, who has had many years 
practical experience among the fur seals on the Commander lUands, 
and who has not now, nor ever had, any interest in the Pribilof Islands 
or the Alaskan seal herd. 

His testimony is therefore the more valuable, and it will be found 
that it confirms my position in every particular: 

DMPOfllTZOV OV NICHOLAS iu OBBBNTTZKIyi BU8SIAK MIUTJJtT CHUF OF THB OOM- 

IfAKDXB ISI^AMW. 

I, NioholM A. Grebnitfki, Rassiaii militaiy chief of the Comnuuider Mauds dis- 
trict, with the rank of colonel, make the following statement: 

I have been reaiding on the Commander Islands and have directed aU sealing oper* 
stions there for the last fifteen years, and during this whole period have been absent 
from the islands but Tery little. I have carefully observed seal life, the condition of 
the rookeries, and the method of taking seals at all seasons and under all conditions, 
with the object of keeping the Russian Government thoroughly informed as to its 
sealing interests and tne proper management of the same. 

Whue I have never had the opportunity to examine the Pribilof Islands seals, yet 
I do not hesitate to express the opinion that that herd and the Commander Islands 
herd are distinct and do not mingle at all. There are some natives on the islands 
who are familiar with both, and who state that there is a marked difference in the 
animals. Besides, my studies as a naturalist enable me to state that it would be 
oontrary to all reason to suppose that they mingle with one another. The Com- 
mander herd approaches very closely to the Robben Island herd in winter, and yet 
it does not mingle with it. Of this I am sure, for I have charge of Robben Island 
as well as of the Commander Islands, and know the skins of the two herds to be dif- 
ferent. The skin of the Commander seal is thicker, has coarser hair, is of a lighter 
color, and weighs about 20 per cent more than a Robben skin of the same size. 

It is wholly improbable tnat the seals of the Commander herd visit any land other 
than the Commander Islands. I believe they regard these hh their home, these islands 
being peculiarly adapted to their needs at the period to bring forth their young and 
of breeding. The fact that the Robben Island herd still frequents Robben Island 
to the exclusion of any other land, notwithstanding it has been subjected there to 
the utmost persecution, shows to my mind conclusively that the presence of man 
will not prevent a seal herd from returning to the same land year after year. Even 
if isolated cases have occurred (I know of none) in which for various causes a few 
of tibe Commander Islands seals reached other shores, such exceptions would not dis- 
prove the general rule above stated. I can readily understand that a female which 
had been wounded in the water might be subject (sic) to seek the nearest land and 
there give birth to her pup. 

Annually, at almost stated x>eriods, they arrive at the islands and immediately pro- 
ceed to occupy the same grounds which have been occupied during past years in m 
way which makes it impossible to doubt that they are familiar with the locality. I 
believe that at some time during the year every seal comes ashore. There is no reason 
to believe that a certain number of any class remain swimming about in the neigh- 
borhood of the islands all summer without landing, although there is considerable 
differenee in the time at which different classes arrive. 

Soon after landing at the Commander Islands those cows which were fertilized the 
year previous give birth to their young. A cow does not, except in very rare instances, 
give birth to more than one pup in a season. The birth of pups can only take place 

' No written evidence having been produced in the report of the British commis- 
sioners in support of the various views attributed to Mr. Grebnitzki, the United 
St.'ites have deemed it desirable to obtain from that official a written expression from 
his views upon seal life in general. 
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on shore. Cows never arrive at the islands with new-bom pups. Bat the impossi- 
bility of birth in the water is best proved by the fact that the pap when first bom is 
purely a land animal in all its habits. It does not voluntarily approach the water ■ 
till it is several weeks old, and then it is obliged to learn to swim. A snrf will some- 
times wash the youag pups oif the rocks, when they are sure to be drowned. The 
Saps can not swim at birth, but mast be taught by their mothers. A pup would 
rown if thrown into the sea before learning to swim. 

Copulation in the water 1 believe to be impossible, for the act is violent, of long 
duration, and in general character similar to that performed by land animals. 

I believe that tha seals leave the vicinity of the islands mainly on account of the 
severity of the winter. Of eonrse, I do not mean to say that they would remain on 
the shore all the year round, as many of them do throughout the whole of the sum- 
mer, for they would be obliged to take to the water to obtain food. What I mean is 
that they would not go so far away as they now do, but would remain around the 
islands, and thus give additional proof of the n no nesti enable fact that they regard 
them as their home. I base this statement upon the fact that during mild winters I 
have myself seen them in large numbers off the Commander Islands. They are often 
reported about 50 miles south of the westernmost of the Aleutian Islands and the 
Kamchatka Coast. This would be in accord with the habits of the seals of the South- 
em Hemisphere, which, I am informed, are found in the same locality, more or less, 
at all seasons. The seals i^enerally leave the Commander Islands by the middle of 
November, by which time it has become cold and stormy, bat in mild winters they 
have been on the islands as late as December. 

I do not think that fur seals should be classed with wild animals any more than 
sheep or cattle when out on large pastnring grounds. Seals, nnleas needlessly 
frigjitened, become more or less accustomed to the sight of man among them on the 
rooKeries, and while on land are at all times under his complete control. A few men 
can drive a large number of them without difficulty. They are intelligent to a very 
high degree, and can be made to become in a short time pets. The breediug males 
or bulls are alone aggxessive. 

Seals are polygamous, and the powers of fertilization of the male are very great. 
Since the births are about equally distributed between males and females, it follows 
that under natural conditionn there would be a great excess of male life over that 
actually needed for the propagation of the species, and it is, as in the case of so 
many other animals, for tne positive benefit of the herd as a whole that a portion of 
this excess of male life be killed off before it is of sufficient age to go on the rook- 
eries. If not killed off the competition by the bulls upon the rookeries for femides 
would be destructive of much life. This competition is already fierce enough. 

During some of the years prior to the time of my arrival on the islands there had 
been considerable indiscriminate killing of seals without regard to age or sex; but 
during the fifteen years of my management of the Commander Islands rookeries all 
seals which have been killed constituted a portion of the excess of males above 
referred to, and known as bachelors, or holluschickie. This is why the rookeries are 
to-day in a much better condition than when I first went to the Commander Islands, 
notwithstanding that until the year 1891 a gradually increasing number of laree 
skins has been taken. From 1886 to 1890 the average annual catch was about 50,0u), 
the skins all being large. The last two years I have reduced the catches, because I 
now think 60,000 skins somewhat in excess of what the rookeries can yield, and for 
other causes which I will mention later. I feel very sura that the great cause of 
this diminution is pelagic sealing. 

Iliis year I have counted over 3,500 skins seized on poaching vessels, and have found 
96 per cent to be skins of females. They were skins taken from Commander Island 
seals. 

As to skins taken near Pribilof Islands I counted the skins seized in the Bosa OUem 
and found two-thirds of them were skins of females. These were taken, as the log 
book of the Battk Olten shows, over 80 miles trom shore. 

I consider it a false argument to say that the killing of a proper portion of the 
excess of male life is bad, merely because it is an interference with the order of 
nature. If not interfered with, nature will produce an overpopulation of the rook- 
eries, which would, of course, be a bad thing. By the present mode of killing a 
certain number of young males, population is regulated. No facts can be brought 
forward to show that this method is not the right one. Past experience shows that 
it is right. 

The method is not proved to be bad by showing that during some years too many 
males may have been killed, and that the rookeries have thereby suffered. When 
snoh mistakes have been made they can be corrected by reducing the number of 
males to be killed for a few years ; for the most absolute control can be exercised 
over the herd while it is on land. I claim that the method now pursued, when 
•xeonted under proper regulations, is in theory and practice the only one by which 
fftiflliig oaa be carried on commercially without iiguring the vitality of Uie herd 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 ALASKA INDUSTBIE& 

and ite ability to maintain its nnmben at the proper limit. It does not cause the 
seals to change their habits in any way, and I do not believe that even an excensive 
killing of young males on the islands would have the eil'ect of altering the habits of 
the female seals with regard to landing and cause them to remain about the islands 
instead of coming on shore. 

Cows, except, perhaps, in rare cases of accident or for scientifio purposes, are 
never allowea to be killed on the islands, and the reason for this is that all cows 
are needed for breeding purposes. To kill, therefore, any cow except a barren one 
(and there are few barren ones except amongst the very old cows) inflicts a much 
^eater injury on the herd than the loss of a sinfrje life. It is not true that because 
it is proper to kill a certain number of males it is also proper to kill a certain num- 
ber of females. But assuming that it might at soaie time become desirable to kill 
some females, it would still be wholly improper to kill them without regard to size 
or condition, as is the case when they are Killed in the water. 

There is at the present time upon the Commander Islands an abundance of male 
life for breeding purposes, and there is no fear that any female will not be served 
from lack of virile males. On the other hand, it is undoubtedly true that there were 
in 1892 relatively fewer females than in former years, and I attribute this to two 
causes: First, to killing of seals in the water, and, second, raids upon the islands. 
The first of these oauses is by far the more important. 

The raids have, owing to the great amount of io<;gy weather, taken place, to a cer- 
tain extent, notwithstanding the greatest precautions to gnard against them. The 
raiders kill males, females, and pups without diHcrimination ; but however injuri- 
ously the raids have affected the rookeries still they are of much less importance 
than the killing of Commander Islands seals in the water. During the past two sum- 
mers, and especially during the last one, this killing in the waters has become so 
great that if allowed to continue in future years the herd will be in dangft of 
ultimate extinction. 

1 do not know exactly how wasteful this method may be, from the fact that all the 
animals wounded or killed are not captured, though I aiu told that much loss occurs 
in that way, and I know that under certain conditions a seal shot dead will sink at 
once. 1 can state positively, however, from actual experience and personal examina- 
tion, that a vast proportion, fully 96 per cent, of the skins taken by this method 
during the present year are those of female animals. In addition, a certain number 
of the skins so taken are those of very young seals, probably of both sexes, such as 
are never killed on land. 

Yery few of the females killed are barren, no matter when or where they are 
killed. Females taken early in the season are generally heavy with young, in which 
condition they travel slowly as compared with the other seals. The killing of such 
a female involves^ of course, the immediate loss of two lives. But even when the 
female is taken after she has been on shore and given birth to her young this same 
resnit follows eventually, for a seal will suckle only her own pup, and the pups are 
for the first three to five months dependent altogether on t-neir mothers for food. 
Consequently when the mothers, who, after the birth of their pups, leave the rookeries 
in search of food (traveling sometimes considerable distances, I do not know exactly 
how far), fail to return, their pups mnst necessarily die. 

There are always a few dead pups to be found on the rookeries whose death is not 
due to that of their mothers; but during the last year or two a greater number of 
dead pups have been actually noticed than heretofore, and have attracted the atten- 
tion of all persons on the islands who are at all familiar with seal life. It can not 
be successfully contended that they all died of natural causes. There is no dinease 
among the Commander Island seals, and while a certain number of young pups are 
always exposed to the danger of being cruHhed to death (but not as a result of the 
drives which are made to collect seals for killing) or of being drowned by the surf, 
yet these causes of death will not account for the greater mortality of pups which 
took place during the past summer. Besides, the bodies of the dead pups 1 refer to 
are those of starved animals, being greatly emaciated. 

It is chiefly during the next few years that the effects of the recent killing of 
females will become most noticeable, because many of the pups which in those years 
would have become bachelors or hoUuschickie have never been bom or died soon 
after birth. 

With regard to the driving of the seals from the beaches to the places of slaughter, 
while it does not benefit them, yet I believe that there are very few cases in which 
it does them anv harm even if they are redriven. I am sure it does not render them 
impotent. It snould be remembered that, unlike the hair seals, they are fairly 
adapted to movement on land, as is proved by the fact that they are in some cases 
actually driven considerable distances over ground that is both rough and steep. 

Since the killing of seals in the water is wasteful, and in every sense contrary to 
the laws of nature (which require that special protection be afforded to the females 
and young of all animals), I am of the opiuiou that it should be entirely forbidden. 
If it is only partly suppressed or prohibited within a certain distance from the 
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islands, the eyil wonld not be cured, although its effects might be less noticeable, 
for the killing of females, many of them henvy with young, would necessarily con- 
tinue, sinoe all experience shows that female animals always ccAstitnte the chief 
oatch of the open-sea sealer. 

Nicholas A. Grkbnitzki. 
Ditiriet Chief of the Cofnmander Islands, District St. Petersburg, 
(Counter case, United States, p. 362.) 

Here we have the testimony of one who is at once a scientist and one 
of the most practical of men; a man who has been officially interested 
in the fur-seal industry for many years, and who has devoted a great 
part of his life to the scientific and practical study of the species. 

Every word he utters shows his intimate knowledge of the subject 
treated, and his practical common sense and scientific acumen, coupled 
with a breadth of view all his own, gives an extraordinary value to 
everything he says on the subject of fur seals. 

True, he is interested in the fur-seal industry on the Commander 
Islands, belonging to Russia, and for that reason he may fall under the 
ban of the hypercritical who seem to suspect the honesty and the 
motives of all who have, or ever did have, any connection with the ftir- 
seal islands on either side of Bering Sea. 

That the class of critics alluded to may be silenced on 'this point I 
will introduce the testimony of leading naturalists, which is in full 
accord with all that I have already quoted. It will be seen that Dr. 
Merriam briefly stated the question at issue to the naturalists of Europe 
and asked for their views, which were freely given aiid which I take the 
pleasure of quoting in full. 

OmCULAB LETTEB OF DB. O. HABT MBBBIAM. 

Dr. 0. Hart Merriam, one of the American Bering Sea commission- 
ers, addressed the following circular letter to various leading naturalists 
in difi'erent parts of the world, for the purpose of obtaining their views 
as to the best method of preserving the fhr seals of Alaska: 

Washington, D. C, April f, 189$. 
Dear Sir : The Government of the United States having selected me as a natu- 
ralist to Investigate and report npon the condition of the fnr-seal rookeries on the 
Pribilof Islands, in Bering Sea, -with special reference to the causes of decrease and 
the measures necessary for the restoration and permanent preservation of the seal 
herd, I visited the Pribilof Islands and made an extended investigation of the sub- 
ject, the results of which are here briefly outlined. 

FACTS IN THE LIFE HISTORY OF THE NORTHERN FUR SEAL (CALLORHINUS URSINUS). 

(1) The fhr seal is an inhabitant of Bering Sea and the Sea of Okhotsk, where it 
breeds on rocky islands. But four breeding colonies are known, namely, (1) the 
Pribilof Islands, belonging to the United States; (2) the Command«'r Islands, belong- 
ing to Russia; (3) Rob ben Reef, belonging to Russia; and (4) the Knrile IslandS, 
belonging to Japan. The Pribilof and Commander islands are in Bering Sea; 
Robben Reef in the Sea of Okhotsk, near the island of Saghalien, and the Kurile 
Islands between Yezo and Kamtchatka. The species is not Icnown to breed in any 
other part of the world. 

(2) In winter the fur seal migrates into the North Pacific Ocean. The herds ^m 
the Commander Islands, Robben Reef, and the Kurilo Islands move south along the 
Japan Coast. The Pribilof Islands herd move south through the passes in the Aleu- 
tian chain. The old breeding males are not known to range much south of these 
islands. The females and young reach the American Coast as far south as California. 

(3) Returning, the herds of females move northward along the coast of California, 
Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia in January, February, and March, occur- 
ring at varying distances from shore Following the Alaska coast northward and 
westward they leave the North Paciflc Ocean in June, traversing the passes in the 
Aleutian chain, and proceed at once U* the Pribilof Islands. 

(4) The old (breeding) males reach the islands much earlier, the first coming the 
first week in April or early in May. They at once land and take stands on therook- 
erieft, where they await the arrival of the females. Each male (called a bull) seleoti 
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ft large rock, on or near which he remains, nnleee driven off by stronger bnlls, ontQ 
Angnsty never leaving for a single instant, night or day, and taking neither food nor 
water. Before the arrival of the females (called cows) the bulls fight savagely among 
themselves for positions on the rookeries, and many are severely wound^. All the 
bolls are locatea by Jnne 20. 

(5) The pregnant cows beg^n arriving early in Jnne, and soon appear in large 
schools or wives, immense numbers taking their places on the rookeries each day 
between Jnne 12 and the end of the month, varying with the weather. They assem- 
ble about tho old bulls in compact groups called haretus. The harems are complete 
early in July, at which time the breeding rookeries attain their maximum size and 
oompactness. 

(6) The cows gpve birth to their young soon after taking their places on ths 
harems. The period of gestation is between eleven and twelve months. 

(7) A single young is Iram in each instance. The young at birth are about equally 
divided as to sex. 

(8) The act of nursing is performed on land ; never in the water. It is necessary, 
therefore, for the cows lo remain at the islands until the young are weaned, which 
is when they are 4 or 5 months old. 

(9) The fur seal is polygamous, and the male is at least three times as large as the 
female. Each male serves 15 to 25 females. 

(10) Copulation takes place on land. Most of the cows are served by the middle 
of July, or soon after the birth of their pups. They then take to the water, and 
oome and go for food while nursing. 

(11) The pnps huddle together in small groups called pods, at some distance from 
the water. \Yhen 6 or 8 weeks old they move aown to the water's edge and learn to 
swim. The pups are not bom at sea, and if soon after birth they are washed into 
the sea they are drowned. 

(12) The cows are believed to take the bull first when two years old, and deliver 
their first pup when 3 years old. 

(13) Bulls first take stands on the breeding rookeries when 6 or 7 years old. 
Before this they are not powerful enough to fight the older bulls for positions on the 
harems. 

(14) Cows when nursing, and the nonbreeding seals, regularly travel long dis- 
tances to feed. They are commonly found 100 to 150 miles from the islands and 
sometimes at greater distances. 

(15) The food of the fur seal consists of fish, squids, crustaceans, and probably 
other forms of marine life also. 

(16) The great majority of cows, pups, and such of the breeding bulls as have not 
already gone, leave the islands about the middle of November, the date varying 
oonsiderably with the season. 

(17) The nonbreeding male seals (hoUuschickie), together with a few old bulls, 
remain until January, and in rare instances even until February. 

(18) The fur seal as a species is present at the Pribilof Islands eight or nine months 
of the year, or from two-thirds to three-fourths of the time, and in mild winters 
sometimes during the entire year. The breeding bulls arrive earliest and remain 
oontinuously on the islands about four months; the breeding cows remain about 
six months, and the nonbreeding male seals about eight or nine months, and some- 
times during the entire year. 

6KAL8 KILLED ON THE PRIBILOF ISLANDS. 

(19) The only seals killed for commercial purposes at the seal islands are non- 
breeding males (under 5 or 6 years of age, called hoUuschickie). They come up on 
the rookeries apart from the breeding seals, and large numbers are present by the 
latter part of May. They constantly pass back and forth from the water to the 
hauling grounds. These animals are driven by the natives (Aleuts) from the hanl- 
ing grounds to thekillin^ grounds, where they are divided up into little groups. Those 
selected as of suitable size are killed with a club by a blow on the head ; the others 

^o into the water and soon reappear on the hauling grounds. In this way about 
.00,000 young males have been Killed annually on tne Pribilof Islands for twenty 
years. 

(20) In addition to the commercial killing above described, a number of male pups 
were formerly killed each year to furnish food for tho natives, but the killing of 
pups is now prohibited by the Government. 

PBESENT NUMBERS COMPARED WITH FORMER ABUNDANCE. 

The rookeries on both St. Paul and St. George islands bear unmistakable evidence 
of having undergone groat reduction in size during the past few years. This evi- 
dence consists (1) in the universal tentimony of all who saw them at an earlier period, 
and (2) in the presence upon the back part of each rookery of a well-marked strip 
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•r zone of grMs-covered land, varying from 100 to 500 feet in width, on wbicb the 
stones and bowlders are flipper- worn and polished by the former movements of the 
seals, and the grass is yellowish-green in color and of a different eenus (Qlyomia 
angustata) from the rank, high grass usually growing immediately behind it (Elymua 
mollU). In many places the ground between the tussocks and hummocks of grass is 
eovered with a thin layer of felting, composed of the shed hairs of the seals matted 
down and mixed with excrement, urine, and surface soil. The exact year when this 
yellow-grass zone was last occupied by seals is difficult to ascertain, bat the bulk of 
testimony points to 1886 or 1887. The aggregate size of the areas formerly ooonpied 
is at least four times as great as that of the present rookeries. 

CAUSES WmCH LED TO TUB DEPLBTIOR OV THE BOOKERIE8. 

The seals which move northward along the coast of the northwestern United 
States, British Columbia, and southeastern Alaska from January until late in June 
are chiefly pregnant females, and about 90 per cent of the seals killed by pelagic 
sealers in the North Pacific are females heavy with young. For obvious reasons 
many more seals are wounded than killed outright, and many more that are killed 
sink before they can be reached, and consequently are lost. As each of these contains 
a young, it is evident that several are destroyed to^very one secured. 

Vor several years the pelagic sealers were content to pursue their destructive work 
in the North Pacific, but of late they have entered Bering Sea, where they continue 
to capture seals In the water throughout the entire summer. The females killed 
during this period are giving milk and are away from the islands in search of food. 
Their young starve to death on the rookeries. I saw vast numbers of such dead 
pups on the island of St. Paul last summer (1891), and the total number of their 
carcasses remaining on the Pribilof Islands at the end of the season of 1891 has been 
estimated by the United States Treasury agents at not less than 20,000. 

The number of seal skins actually secured and sold as a result of pelagio sealing la 
shown in the following table: 



Tear. 


Number 
of skins. 


Year. 


Numbor 
of skins. 


Year. 


Nnmbnr 
of skins. 


Year. 


Number 
of skins. 


1872 


1,029 

1,646 
2.042 


1877 


12,500 
13,600 
18,641 


1882 


17.700 
9,195 
14,000 
18,000 
88.907 


1887 


88,800 


1873 


1878 


1888 


1888 


86.818 
89,568 


1874 


1879 


1884 


1889 


1875 


1880 


1885 


1890 


51,404 


1876 


1881 


1886 


1891 


62,600 











Inasmuch as the number of seals annually secured by pelagio sealing represents 
but a fraction of the total number killed, a glance at the above figures is enough to 
show that the destruction of seal life thus produced is alone sufficient to explain the 
present depletod condition of the rookeries. 

Pelagio sealing as now oonducted is carried on in the North Pacific Ocean from 
January until late in June, and in Bering Sea in July, Aug^ust, and September. 
Some sealing schooners remain as late as November, but they do so for the purpose 
of raiding the rookeries. 

It has been alleged that overkilling of young males at the islands is » principal 
eanse of the depleted condition of the rookeries. 

In reply to this contention, it is only necessary to bear in mind that the number of 
male and female fur seals is equal at birth, that the species is polygamous, and that 
each male serves on an average at least 15 to 25 females. It is evident, therefore, 
that there must be a great superabundance of males, of which a large percentage 
may be killed annually forever without in the slightest degree endangering the pro- 
ductiveness of the herd. Furthermore, it has been shown that the killing of seals 
at the Pribilof Islands is completely under the control of man and is restricted to 
the superfluous males, for selection as to sex and a^^e can be and is exercised, so that 
neither females nor breeding males are killed. It is evident that this killiuff of non- 
breeding males could in no wav affect the size or annual product of the breeding 
rookeries unless the number killed was so great that enouffn males were not left to 
mature for breeding purposes. There is no evidence that this has ever been the ease. 
Moreover, all seals killed or wounded are invariably secured and their skins mar- 
keted ; in other words, there is neither waste of the seal herd nor impairment of the 
productiveness of the breeding stock. 

Pelagic sealing, on the other hand, is wastefhl in the extreme and is directed to 
the fountain head or source of supply. From the very nature of the case, seleotion 
can not be exercised, and a large percentile of seals wounded are lost. Owing to 
the peculiar movements of the seal herds, it so happens that about 90 per cent or the 
seals killed in the North Pacific are females heavy with young, entailing a dettmo- 
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tion of two seal liyes for every adult seal killed. In Bering Sea, also, large numben 
of females are taken ; these females are in milk, and their young die of star7ation on 
the rookeries. 

Pelaffic sealing. as an industry is of reoent origin, and may be said to date from 
1879. The number of ressels engaged has steadily increased, as has the number of 
seals killed, until it appears that unless checked by international legislation the 
oommeroial extermination of the seal is only a matter of a few vears. It seems a 
fair inference, therefore, that the only way to restore the depleted rookeries to their 
former condition is to stop taking seals at sea, and not only in Bering Sea, but in 
the North Pacific as well. 

Haying been selected by my Government solely as a naturalist, and having investi- 
gated the facts and arrived at the above conclusions and recommendations from the 
standpoint of a naturalist, I desire to know if you agree or differ with me in consid- 
ering these conclusions and recommendations justified and necessitated by the facts 
in the case. 

I shall be greatly obliged if you will favor me with a reply. 
Very truly, yours, 

C. Habt Msrriam. 



REPLIES TO 0. HABT MEBBIAM. 
BXFLT OV DR. ALPHON8B MILNE EDWARDS. 

Paris, April gO, 189t. 

Sin: I have read with great interest the letter you addressed me with reference to 
the fur seals of Bering Sea, and I think it would be of real advantage to have con- 
certed international measures so as to insure an efiective protection to those valuable 
animals. 

To-day the means of transportation at the disposal of the fishermen are so great, 
the processes of destruction which they employ are so improved, that the animal 
species, the object of their desire, can not escape them. We know that our migra- 
tory birds are during their travels expoRed to a real war of extermination, and an 
ornithological international commission has already examined, not uuprofitably, all 
the questions relating to their preservation. 

W ould it not be possible to put fur seals under the protection of the navy of 
civilized nations f 

What has happened in the Southern Ocean may serve as a warning to us. 

Less than a century ago these amphibia existed there iu countless nerds. In 1806, 
when Fanning visited the islands of South Georj^ia, one ship left those shores carry- 
ing away 14,(W0 seal skins belonging to the species Aroiocephalus auttralis. He him- 
self obtained 57,000 of them, and he estimated at 112,000 the number of these animals 
killed during the few weeks the sailors speut there that year. 

In 1822 Weddell visits these islands, and he estimates at 1,200,000 the number of 
skins obtained in that locality. The same year 320,000 fur seals were killed in the 
South Shetlands. The inevitable consequences of this slaughter were a rapid 
decrease in the number of these animals. So, in spite of the measures of protection 
taken during the last few years by the governor of the Falkland Islands, these seals are 
stUl very rare, and the naturalists of the French expedition of the Romanohe remained 
for nearly a year at Tierra del Fuego and the Falkland Islands without being able 
to capture a single specimen. 

It is a source of wealth which is now exhausted. 

It will soon be thus with the Callorkinus ursinu8 in the North Pacific Ocean, and 
it is time to insure to these animals a security which may allow them regular 
reproduction. 

I have followed with much attention the investigation which has been made by 
the Government of the United Stat-es on this subject, i be reports of the commis- 
sioners sent to the Pribilof Islands have made known to naturalists a very large 
number of facts of great scientific interest, and have demonstrated that a regulated 
system of killing may be safely applied in the case of these herds of seals when 
there is a superfluity of males. What might be called a tax on celibacy was applied 
in this way in the most satisfactory manner, and the indefinite preservation of the 
si>6cies would have been assured if the emigrants, on their way back to their breed- 
ingplaces, had not been attacked and pursued in every way. 

There is, then, every reason to turn to account the very complete information which 
we possess on the conditions of fur-seal life in order to prevent their annihilation, 
and an international commission can alone determine the rules, from which the fisher- 
sen should not depart. 

Accept, etc., A. Milne Edwards, 

Director of the Museum of Natural Hietorjf. 
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REPLY OF DR. CARLOS BERG; OF BUBXOS ATREB. 

June i, 1892. 

Sir: In answer to yonr circular dated April 2, and directed to Dr. Hermann Bar- 
meister, 1 regret to let yon know that same died shortly before the transmission of 
your circular by D. N. Bertolette, esq. 

Having been named director of the national museum in the place of the deceased, 
I have read with great interest your report and conclusions about the causes of the 
decrease and the measures necessary for the restoration and permanent preservation 
of the seal herd on the Pribilof Islands, in Bering Sea, and according to yonr wish I 
have the pleasure to let you know that from the standpoint of a naturalist I per- 
fectly agree with yon in considering vour conclusions and recommendations justi tied 
and necessitated by the facts stated by you as a result of your special investigation 
on the above-named islands. 

Very truly, yonrs, Carlos Brro. 



BEFLT OF PROF. DR. ALFRED NBHRING, ROTAL AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE OF BERLIN. 

Berlin, April f^l, 189B. 
lir. G. Hart Merriam, 

United States Department of Agriculture, Washington, Z>. 0. : 

Highly Esteemed Sir: I have carefully read and considered your elaborate 
and very interesting letter of the 2d instant, which I received yesterday through 
Mr. John Brinkerhoif Jackson, secretary of legation of the North American legation 
in this city, and, in reply, I send you a statement of my views with regard to its 
oontents. 

What yon say concerning the mode of life, and especially the annual migrations of 
the fur seal (Cailorhinus ursinu^), whose breeding places are the Pribilof Islands, is so 
olear and convincing, and harmonizes so perfectly with what has been observed by 
other reliable scientists, that I fully agree with your deductions. I am, like your- 
self, of Uie opinion that the remarkable decrease of fur seals on the rookeries of the 
Pribilof Islands, which has, of late years, become more and more evident, is to be 
attributed mainly, or perhaps exclusively, to the unreasonable destruction caused 
by the sealers who ply their avocation in the open sea. The only rational method 
of taking the fur seal, and the only one that is not likely to result in the extermi- 
nation of this valuable animal, is the one which has hitherto been employed on the 
Pribilof Islands under the supervision of the Qovemment. Any other method of 
taking the northern fur seal snould, in my opinion^ be prohibitea by international 
agreement. I should, at furthest, approve a local pursuit of the fur seal, where it 
is destructive of the fisheries in its southern winter quarters. I regard pelagic fur 
sealing as verv unwise; it must soon lead to a decrease, bordering on extermination 
of the fur seal. 

With great respect. Prof. Dr. Alfred Nehring, 

Professor of Zoology in the RoyaJ Agricultural College of Berlin, 



BBPLT OF PROF. COUNT T0MMA80 8ALYAD0RI. 

Zoological Museum, Turin, April gS, 1899. 
0. Hart Merriam, 

United States Department of Agriculture, 

Division of Ornithology, Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: I have received your letter concerning the northern fhrseal, on the 
condition of which you have been selected as naturalist to investigate and report 
by the Government of the United States. 

As a whole I agree with you as to the facts and conclusions drawn on yonr report, 
although the increasing number of seal skins actually secured and sold, as a result 
of pelagic sealing shown in your table, does not sufficiently prove, in my mind, that 
we are already in the period of a decided diminution of the number of living seals. 
Still, I quite admit that it is absolutely necessary to adopt some measures for the 
preservation of the seal herds. 

No doubt the free pelagic sealing is a cause which will act to the destruction of 
the seal herds, and to that it must be put a stop as soon as possible. But at the same 
time I think that the yearly killing of about 100,000 young males on the Pribilof 
Islands must have some influence on the diminution of the herds, especially pre- 
venting the natural or sexual selection of the stronger males, which would follow if 
the young males were not killed in such a great number. So that, with the stop- 
ping of the pelagic sealing, I think, at least for a few years, also the slaughter of ao 
many young males in the Pribilof Islands should be prohibited. 
I remain, very truly, yours, 

Pbof. T. Salyadori. 
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BEPLY OV DB. 6. HARTLAUB. 

Brbmen, April tS, 189£. 
Mr. C. Hart Mkrrtam. 

Dear Sir: Your excellent report on the northern fhr teal I hare read and reread 
with intense interst. 

I am far from attrihntine to myself a competent Judgment regarding this matter, 
hnt considering idl facts wnich 3'on have so clearly and convinciDRly combined and 
expressed, it seems to me that the measures yon propose in order to prohibit the 
threatening decay of the northern fnr seal are the only correct ones promising an 
effective resalt. 

I sincerely regret that for practical reasons it can not be thought of to prohibit 
fnr-seal hunting for a few years entirely, as this would naturally assist numerically 
the menaced animal. 

There is at any rate danger in view, and it can not be too strongly emphasized that 
yonr so well-founded proposals should be executed at the earliest time possible. 

With sincere thanks n>r the confidence you have placed in my Judgment, Iub^ 
dear dr, your most obedient, 

Dr. G. Habtlaub. 



MKPLY OF PBOR ROBERT COLLSTT, OF THE ZOOLOGICAL MUSEUM OF THE UNIYEBfllTT 

OF OHRISTIANL^ NORWAY. 

CHRlsnANLA, April g£j 189$, 
My Dear Sir: It would be a very easy reply to your highly interesting treatise 
of the fhr seal, which you have been kind enough to send us, when I only answered 
yon that I agree with yon entire! v in all points. No doubt it would be the greatest 
▼alue for the rookeries on the Pribilof Islands, as well as for the preservation of the 
existenee of the seal, if it would be possible to stop the sealing at sea at all. But 
that will no doubt be very difficult when so many nations partake in the sealing, 
and how that is to go about I can not know. My own countrymen are killing every 
year many thousands of seals, Cysio phorcBf on the ice barrier between Spitzbergen 
and Greenland, but never females with young; either are the old ones caught or — 
and that is the greatest number — the young seals. But there is a close time, accepted 
by the different nations, just to prohibit the killing of the females with young. 
Perhaps a similar close time could be accepted in the Bering Sea, but that is a ques- 
tion about which I can not have any opinion. 
Many thanks for the paper. 

YojuB, rmrj truly, B. Collett. 



BBFLY of LEOPOLD TOF 8CHBENCK. 

St. Petersburg, April IS/gS, 189$, 
Dear Sir: Having read with eager and critical attention the memoir you have 
addressed to me upon the condition of the fur-seal rookeries on the Pribilof Islands 
in Bering Sea, the causes of decrease and the measures necessary for the restora- 
tion and permanent preservation of the seal herd, I can not but completely agree 
with you In considering the conclusions and recommendations you arrived at ouite 
justiiied and necessitated by the facts. I am also persaaded that the pelagic sealing, 
if pursued in the same manner in future, will necessarily end with the extermination 
of the fnr seal. 

Very truly, yours, 

Leopold yon Schrenck, 
Member of the Imperial Aeademy of 8oienoe$f 8U Peteritmrg, 



reply of dr. hekry h. giguoli. 

FiRENZE, 19 VIA RoMANA, May F, 189$. 
Dear Sir: Years ago. In November, 1867, I had tlie good fortune to be able to 
visit an extensive rookery of one of the South Pacific eared seals, the well-known 
Otaria juhata. It was during my voyage round the world on the Magenta, The 
rookery in Question lies just behind Cape Stokes in the Gulf of Peuaa, on the sonth>- 
em coast oi Chile, and is the one seen by Darwin during his memorable voyage in 
the Beaale. 1 shall never forget that day, when my astonished gaze rested on hun- 
dreds of these eared seals lying about in every attitude of repose on the beaoh and 
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rooks of the sliore, or cTacefally, and without showioff the sUghtest fear. perfoTming 
the most scrobatio eyolations in the water round oar boat. That day I oad my first 
experience of these singular creatures^ and from tliat day dates the special interest 
I have ever since taken in the study of the life history of the Otariidas, which is one 
of the most marvelous in zoology. 

In the spring of 1880, while commissioner for Italy at the grand "Fiseherei- 
Ausstellung" held at Berlin, I first had occasion to admire, in the United States 
exhibit, the beautiful and spirited drawings of Henry W. £lliott. I have since then 
taken a keen interest in the wonderful life history ot the North Pacific far seal (CaU 
lorhinus urtinud), as best exemplified on the Pribilof Islands. Later on I have care- 
fully read and commented on the various accounts which have appeared in print on 
the subject; thus, in J. A. Allen's North American Pinnipeds, Washington, 1880 (p. 
812 et seq.), but more especially the detailed and graphic descriptions which have 
been published by Henry W. Elliott in his masterly monograph, The Seal Islands of 
Alaska, in that grand work by 6. Brown Goods and associates. The Fisheries and 
Fisher;^ Industries of the United States (vol. 1, p. 76 et seq.), Washington, 1884, and 
again in his most interesting volume. An Arctic Province, Alaska and the Seal 
Islands, London, 1886. 

After these precedents y<in can easily imagine how great an interest I take in that 
^'vexata qusestio,'' the far-seal fishery in the Bering Sea; with what pleasure I 
received through the United States Government and Mr. Long, the United States 
consul in this city, yoar communication, and how glad I am of the opportanity thus 
afibrded me of giving my unbiased opinion in the case and aiding yon in your noble 
efibrt to preserve from utter destruction one of the most interesting of living crea- 
tures, and to save at the same time a most valuable source of haman indus^ and 
profit. 

I have read with great attention your condensed but very complete statement of 
the salient points regarding the life history of the North Pacific fur seal (CaUorhinu9 
HvHnus). 1 have carefully considered the results of your investigation upon the con- 
dition of the i'urseal rookeries on the Pribilof Islands, your conclusions regarding 
the cause of their decrease, and the measures von suggest as necessary for the resto- 
ration and permanent preservation of the seal herd; and I am happy to state that 
I entirely agree with you on all points. 

The first and most important ^oiut for consideration is evidently the cause of the 
nnqnesti enable decrease ascertained in the fur-seal rookeries on the Pribilof Islands 
during the few past years. The stringently enforced rules which strictly limit the 
killing for commercial purposes to nonbreeding males or hoUuschickies, carefully 
selected, which stdection can only be made on laud, entirely preclude to my mind 
the suggestion that the lamented decrease may be attributed in any degree to the 
killing of too large a number of non breeding males. Such a decrease might have 
been in some slight measure attributed to the former custom of killing each year a 
certain number of male pups to furnish food for the natives, but that practice has 
been wisely prohibited. Therefore, I feel positive that the notable decrease in the 
number of fur seals resorting to the rookeries on the Kurile Islands, on the Eobben 
Reef (Saghalien), and more especially on the Commander Islands, as being in the 
Bering Sea. 

Having conclusively shown that the lamented decrease in the herd of fur seals 
resorting to the Pribilof Islands can in no way be accounted for by the selective 
killing of nonbreeding males for commercial purposes, which takes place on those 
islands under special rules and active surveillance, we must look elsewhere for its 
cause, and I can see it nowhere but in the indiscriminate slaughter, principally prac- 
ticed on breeding or pregnant females, as most clearly shown in yonr condensed 
report, by pelagic sealers. 

In any caae, all who are competent in the matter will admit that no method of 
capture could be more uselessly destructive in the case of pinnipedia than that called 
''pelagic sealing; '' not only any kind of selection of the victims is impossible, but it 
is admitting much to assert that out of three destroyed one is secnred and utilized, 
and this for obvious and well-known reasons. In the case of the North Pacific fur 
seal, this mode of capture and destruction falls nearly exclusively on those— the nurs- 
ing or pregnant females — which ought on no account to be killed. It is greatly to be 
deplored that any civilized nation possessing fisherv laws and regulations should 
allow such indiscriminate waste and destruction. The statistical data you give are 
painfully eloquent, and when we come to the conclusion that the 62,500 skins secured 
D^ pelagic sealing in 1891 represent at a minimum one-sixth of the fur seals destroyed, 
VIZ, 375,000 — that is, calculating one in three secured and each of the three suckling 
a pup or bi^ with young — we most undoubtedly need not look elsewhere to account 
for tne rapid decrease in the rookeries on the Pribilof Islands; and I quito agree 
with yon m maintaining that, unless the malpractice of pelagic sealing bo prevented 
or greatly checked, both in the North Pacific and in the Bering Sea, the economic 
extermination of CallQrhinu$ ur sinus is merely the matter of a few years. 
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International legislation onght to intervene, and witbont delay^ in this case and 
imgf^eaX the means of possibly preyenting or at least coDsiderably ifmitlDg the pelagic 
capture and killing of the northern fnr seal— a destructive and ultimatelv fatal iudus- 
trvj which forcibly recalls the well-known fable of the peasant who killed the hen 
which laid the golden eggs. The industry derived from the rational killing of fur 
•eais, as practiced on the Pribilof Islands, has an economic value which extends far 
beyond tne limits, thongh vast, of the United States ; and it must be remembered 
that the commercial extermination of the fur seal must also pnt an end to those 
industries which are connected with the preparation of the much valued seal-skin fur. 

It is both as a naturalist and as an old commissioner of fisheries that I beg to say 
once more that I most entirely and most emphatically agree with you in the conclu- 
sions and recommendations you come to in your report on the present condition 
of the fur-seal industry in the Bering Sea, with special reference to the causes of 
decrease and the measures necessary for the restoration and permanent preservation 
of that industry, which conclusions and recommendations are fully snpjiorted and 
Justified bv the facts in the case. 

With much regard, believe me, dear sir, Tory truly, yours, 

Ujcnbt H. Oiolioix 



RBPLT OV DR. RAPHAEL BLANCHARD. 

Dr. C. Hart Merriam, 

Bureau of Animal Industry^ 

Department of Agi-icuitare, Waehingtanf D, C. 

Sir and Honored Colijeague: I have read with the deepsst interest the learned 
memoir which you have done me the honor to send me concerning the biological his- 
tory of the fur seal {Callorhinu9 «mntf«). 

The very precise observations which yon made at the Pribilof Islands and the no 
less certain information based on official statistics which you give on the subject of 
the capture of the females on the high sea at the moment when they are return inj^ to 
the Pribilof Islands to give birth to their yonng, have suggested to yon conclusions 
with which I fully agree. 

I will go even further than you, for I think it urgent not only to rigidly prohibit 
the taking of the migratory CallorHntu in the open sea, but also to regulate and limit 
severely the hunting on land of males still too young to have a harem. 

According to your own observation the male does not pair off before the age of 6 
or 7 years, and the females give birth to only one ^np at a time. It can be said then 
that the species increases slowly and multiplies with difficulty. These are unfavor- 
able conditions, which do not allow it to repair the hecatombs which ior several 
years past have been and are decimating the species. 

By reason of the massacres of which it is the victim this species is advancing rap- 
idly toward its total and final destruction, following the fatal road on which the 
Rhytina stelleri, the Monachui tropicalis, and the Macrorhinut angustiroatris have pre- 
ceded it, to cite only the great mammifers which but recently abounded in the 
American seas. 

Now, the irremediable destruction of an eminently useful animal species, such as 
this one, is, to speak plainly, a crime of which we are rendering ourselves guilty 
toward our descendants. To satisfy our instincts of cupidity we voluntarily exhaust, 
and that forever, a source of wealth which, properly regulated, oueht on the con- 
trary to contribute to the prosperity of our own generation and of those which will 
succeed it. 

When we live on our capital we can nndoubtedly lead a gay and extravagant life: 
but how long does this foolish extravagance last? And what is its to-morrowf 
Inextricable poverty. On the other hand, in causing our capital to be properly pro- 
ductive we draw from It constantly a splendid income, which does not, perhaps, give 
the large means dreamed of, but at least assures an honorable competency, to which 
the wise man knows how to accommodate himself. By prudent ventures or by a 
well-regulated economy he can even increase progressively his inheritance and leave 
to his cnildren a greater fortune than he had himself received from his parents. It 
is evidently the same with the question which occupies us, and it is for our gener- 
ation an imperious duty to prevent the destruction of the fur seal, to regulate 
strictly its capture — in a word, to perpetuate this source of wealth and to bequeath 
it to our descendants. 

To these considerations of an economic character I will add another of a nature 
purely sentimental. It is not without profound sadness that the naturalist sees a 
large number of animal species disappear, the destruction of which this century will 
have seen accomplished. When our seas are no longer inhabited by the cetjuea and 
the great pinnipeds, when the air is no longer furrowed in all directions by little 
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iniectiToroiiB birds, who knows if the equilibrium of nalure will not be broken — an 
equilibrium to whicb the creatures on the way to extinction have greatly contributed f 

With his harpoons, his firearms, and his machines of every kind, man, with whom 
the instinct of destruction attains its highest point, is the most cruel enemy of nature 
and of mankind itself. 

Happily, while yet in time, the savants sound the alarm. In this century, when 
we believe in science, we must hope that their voice will not be lost in the desert. 

Above all, I have the conviction that the very wise measures which you propose 
with the view of preserving the Callorhinus ursinus from an impeudiug destruction 
will be submitted to «n international commission, which will ratify them and give 
them the force of a law. 

Will you accept^ sir and honored colleague, the expression of my most distinguished 
sentiments. 

Dr. Raphael Blanchabd. 



REPLY OF DB« WILHELM LILLJBBORO. 

Stockholm, May 14, 189g. 
Dr. C. Habt Mbrriam. 

Dear Sir: In answer to your letter of 2d of April, asking our opinion as to the 
causes of the decrease of the stock of northern fur seals (Callorhiniu ursinus) on the 
rookeries of the islands in the North Pacitic or Bering Sea, and concerning the means 
proposed by you to arrest this decrease, allow us to state the following: 

Your description of the life of the northern fur seal corresponds generally with 
similar descriptions by former authors, from the celebrated Dr. Steller, who (1741-42) 
visited the Commander Islands with Vitus Bering, to our da^s, and also with our own 
personal experiences of the animal life in the Arctic seas, and with the informations 
one of us gathered from the inhabitants during a short stay in the Bering Sea. 

We do not, therefore, hesitate to declare that the facts about the life and habits of 
the fur seal stated by you in your said letter under 1-20 should serve as a base for 
the regulations necessary to preserve this gregarious animal from its threatened 
extinction in a comparatively short time. 

These regulations may be divided into two categories, viz : (1) Regnlations for the 
killing, etc., of the fiir seals on the rookeries, in order to prevent the gradual diminu- 
tion of the stock ; (2) regulations for the pelagic sealing, or for the hunting of the 
seals swimming in the ocean in large herds to and from the rookeries, or around the 
rookeries during the time when the females are suckling the pups on land. 

As to the former question, the killing of the seals on the rookeries, it seems at 
present regulated in a suitable manner to effectually prevent the gradual diminution 
of the stock. If a wider experience should require some modifications in these 
reflations, there is no danger but that such modifications will be adopted. It is 
evidentlv in the interest of the owners of the rookeries to take care that this source 
of wealth should not be lessened by excessive exploitation. Nor will there be any diffi- 
culty for studying the conditions for health and thriving of the animals during the 
rookery season. 

As to the pelagic sealing, it is evident that a systematic hunting of the seals in the 
open sea on the way to and from or around the rookeries will very soon cause bhe 
complete extinction of this valuable and, from a scientific point of view, extremely 
interesting and important animal, especially as a great number of the animalH killed 
in this manner are pregnant cows, or cows temporarily separated from their pups 
while seeking food in the vicinity of the rookery. Everyone having some experi- 
ence in seal hunting can also attest that only a relatively small part of the seals 
killed or seriously wounded in the open sea can in this manner be canp^ht. We are 
therefore persuaded that a prohibition of pelagic sealing is a necessary condition 
for the prevention of the total extermination of the fur seal. 

Very truly, yours, W. Lilljebokg. 



REPLY OF DR. A. Y. MIDDENDORFF. 
Mr. W. WURT8. 

Sir: My delay in answering your letter is due to illness. I am very glad that the 
United. States have selected so competent a person as Dr. Merriam for* the purpose of 
ascertaining the causes of the rapid decrease of seals. The facts of the case have 
now been scientifically explained, so that they may be readily understood even by 
an unscientific person. The method of treating these animals which was originally 
adopted by the Russian American Company at thoir home on the Pribilof Islands is 
still continued in the same rational manner, and has, for more than half a century 
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• 
been found to be excellent, both on aocount of the large number of seals taken, and 
because they are not exterminated. So long as superfluous young males only are 
killed, not only the existence, but even the increase of the herd is assured. 

Seals are, unfortunately, migratory animals, and set out on their journey during 
the winter months. This is especially true of the pregnant females. They are then 
hunted with constantly increasing rapacity, and are killed in the open sea by free- 
booters from all parts of the world. It is evident that the only remedy for such a 
state of things oan be afforded by international protection. 

How rapidiy extermination progresses is shown by the disai>pearances of millions 
of bisons. With these, however, the ease is quite different, stnoe their destruction 
is of no importance in an economical point of view. Its importance is merely of an 
esthetical oharacter, and from this standpoint onl^ does moaern civilization demand 
the ]preseryation of two specimen herds, numbering a few hundred head each — one 
in Lithuania and the other in North America. Since the attempts to domesticate 
the bison, and to produce a cross between it and our domestic cattle have proved a 
failure, it is plain that the ground where the bison formerly grazed can be more 
advantageously occupied and yield milk abundantly. 

The case is quite otherwise with the seal. This animal is of economical impor- 
tance, and was created for a domestic animal, as I pointed out many years ago. TSee 
my Siberian Journey, vol. iv, part 1, p. 846.) It is in fact the most useful or all 
domestic animals, since it requires no care and no expense, and consequently yields 
the largest net profit. If we suppose the seal to have disappeared, what could take 
its place as converter of the immense supply of fish in the ocean into choice fnrs to 
stock the markets of the world f 

Bering Island, which bas been deserted for one hundred and fifty years, now 
stands as a warning. Has modem progress succeeded in any way in supplying the 
place of the seal cow (Bhyiina atelleri), that huge monster which, as a consumer of 
marine plants, was intended to convert useless sea weed into savory meatf 

If you will communicate (as you say vou propose to do) the contents of this letter 
to Dr. Merriam, whose address I do not know, yuu will oblige me greatly. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 

Dr. A. y. MiDDENDORFF. 



KEPLY OF DB. BMIL HOLUB. 

Prague, May 18, 189B, 
Dr. C. H. Mebsiam, Esq. 

Dear Sir : With sincere attention I have perused the records of your investigation 
of the habits, the present decrease, and regarding the future of the fur seal {Callar- 
hinu9 wrHnu8 Gray). Having well considered the matter, I will pass my opinion 
without any prejudice whatever. 

The Qovemment of the United States may be congratulated upon the action taken 
in having sent out for the investigation of a matter which falls into the department 
of the board of trade a scientist^ and in this special case a man who has taken such 
great pains with the object of his researches. 

Our age makes it a duty for all civilized na^^ions to bring trade and commerce in 
a close contact with science. This becomes quite a necessity, like in the present 
case, in which commercial customs, even international agreements, laws, etc., become 
insufficient to secure a sound decision. Such scientific investigations can supplv the 
desired conclusions; they do advice the measures to be taken, and provide the basis 
upon which an international understanding can be established. 

Regarding the object of your researches, I indorse your opinion that the decrease 
of the numbers of the fur seal on the Pribilof Islands has been caused by pelagic 
sealing in the North Pacific and in the Bering Sea, and that this taking of the smIs 
at sea nas to be sto]>ped as early as possible. 

To restore in time the numbers of former years, I take the liberty to name the fol- 
lowing measures for the sake of consideration : 

A. Concerning certain agreements with other powers. 

(1) A mutual understanding upon the question between the United States, Russia, 
and Japan. These three States are concerned prime loco in this matter as being the 
proprietors of the breeding places as well, like also of the fishing grounds of the 
said animals during their yearly wanderings to and fro. 

(2) For the sake of brevity in action and a speedy settlement, these three States 
(after having agreed upon the foregoing) to select but one representative. 

(3) The United States having given impulse to the matter to gain the prestige, 
that a United States man shall be selected to this honor. 

(4) A congress to be called together, invitations to be sent to those of the Euro- 
penn and American powers, whose subjects indulge in pelagic sealing in the North 
Pacific and the Bering Sea. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 49 

(6) In the coogress the ropresentative of the three powers to have six voices, 
reBaiting in two vpices for every one of these powers, which concession to be grauted 
apon the facts of paragraph 1. 

(6) The congress to deal with the stoppage of pelagic sealing of the for seal, ^nd 
possibly to come to an anderstanding apon it and to enforce it. 

B. Concerning certain laws and precautions in the dominions of the United States. 

(1) To jprohibit taking seals at sea by home vessels and by small boats along the 
coast during the wanderings of the animals. I think that a great many fur seals 
are killed on their way to the south and tlieir return to their breeding places in the 
north before ever they do reach the neighborhood of the latter. The fact that these 
wandering animals are chiefljr pregnant females, which as game are protected by 
laws among all civilized nations, may grant them safety also along the coasts of 
British Columbia. 

(2) To see that the existing laws at present in nse on both St. Paul and St. George 
islands regarding the protection of male pups are strictly observed. 

(3) To investigate the nutritious necessities of the fur seal. I believe that the 
animals feed, besides on fish and crustaceans, also on dififerent forms of moUusca, 
especially on mussels, and also on certain seaweeds. 

(4) In ascertaining the foregoing, to try to increase the quantity of food in the 
sea of the Pribilof Islands, especially for the reason that iemnles, when nursin[j^, 
may be not compelled to stray as far as 100 to 150 miles from shore, deserting their 
pups for BO long and being also exposed to the weapons of the pelagic sealers. 

(o) In ascertaining the nutritions necessities to pay special attention to mussels 
belonging to the families of the Mytilidw and JriculidcB (to the genera of Mytilua, 
Modiola, XAthodomiSf Finna, and others), who have thin shells, or to other species of 
the North Pacific, which would promise a good prolification ; further, also, to certain 
seaweeds, for submarine plantation, the species to which I adlude containing a great 
deal of eatable gelatinous matter. 

(6) These measures, besides to be taken from economical reasons on behalf of 
home commerce and home trade, to be recommended also from a scientific point 
of view, as an act of preservation of a sea mammal and from the common laws of 
humanity, that species of large and wild living mammal may be guarded against 
utter annihilation. 

Mankind, never to forget that, being the master among the living creatures on 
earth, it has the power of re-creation. 

If the pelagic sealing of the fur seal is carried on still longer, like it has been exe- 
cuted during the last years, the pelagic sealing as a business matter and a living 
will soon cease by the full extermination of the useful animal. 

The objections brought forward by the friends of the pelagic sealing against its 
stoppage, that the latter will ruin a great many families of seamen and fishers, can 
not be taken as sound arguments. It is a well-known and a common thing in our 
age, but a weekly occurrence during the last years, that a new trade springing up 
rains two other trades, and hardly in one case out of hundreds can a compensation 
be given or is asked for. 

In concluding my note, I thank yon, my dear sir, as my esteemed fellow-worker in 
another transatlantic sphere, for the excellent work which you have executed during 
vonr weary investigations in the Bering Sea. May this noble and important work 
DA crowned with the deserved success that that piratic hunt may be stopped for- 
ever. The opportunity of the Columbian Exhibition in Chicago might be used to 
call the congress to Washin^on, and then to give to the delegates the treat of a 
visit to the monstrous exhibition. 

I should feel very happy if one day to come I can make your personal acquaint- 
ance and can shake hands with you, my dear sir. 

With my humble respects, I remain, your most obedient. 

Dr. Emil Holub. 



LETTERS AND STATEMENTS OP NATURALISTS. 

STATEMENT BY PROP. T. H. HUXLBY. 

The foUowiDg statement by Prof. T. H. Huxley, F. R. S., etc., the 
eminent naturalist, was prepared at the request of the counsel for the 
United States. As appears from the statement itself, it was given by 
Professor Huxley as a scientist, not as a retained advocate: 

(1) The problem of the fur-seal fishery appears to me to be exactly analogous to 
that which is presented by salmon fisheries. The Pribilof Islands answer to the 
upper waters of a salmon river ; the Bering Sea south of them and the waters of the 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 i 
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Northwest Pacific from California to the Shuinafjin iBlandR to tlie refit of the oonrse of 
the river, itA estuary, and adjacuiit seacoas t. The :in itnals breed in the former and feed 
in the latter, migrating at regular periods from tlie one to the other. (The question 
whether the fur seals have any breeding places on the Northwest Coast outside of 
Bering Sea may be left open, as there seems to be no doubt that the main body breeds 
at the Pribilofs.) 

(2) An important difference is that the females, bachelors, and yearling ftir seals 
feed largely within a radins of, say, 50 miles of the Pribilof Islands, while the adult 
salmon do not feed (sensibly, at any rate) in the npper waters. 

(3) It is clear in the case of fur seals, as in that of the salmon, that man is an 
agent of destruction of very great potency, probably outweighing all others. It 
would be possible in the case of a salmon river to fish it in such a fashion that every 
ascending or descending fish should be caught, an<l the fishery be in this way surely 
and completely destroyed. All our salmon-fishery legislation is directed toward the 
end of preserving the breeding grounds on the one hand, on the other of preventing 
the lower- water fishermen from capturing too large a proportion of the ascending 
fish. 

(4) Onr fishery regulations are strict and minute. Every salmon river has its 
fishery board, composed of representatives of both the upper and the lower water 
fisheries, whose business it is to make by-laws under the acts of Parliament and to 
see that they are carried out. A Government inspector of fisheries I joks after them, 
and holds inquiries under the authority of the home secretary in case of disputes. 
On the whole, the system works well. The fisheries of rivers which have been 
pretty nearly depopulated have been restored, and the yield of the best is main- 
tained. But the upper-water and lower-wat^r proprietors are everlastingly .at war, 
each vowing that the other is ruining the fisheries, and the inspector has large oppor- 
tunities of estimating the value of diametrically opposite assertions about matters 
of fact. 

(5) In the case of the fur-seal fisheries the destructive agency of man is prepotent 
on the Pribilof Islands. It is obvious that the seals might be destroyed and driven 
away completely in two or three seasons. Moreover, as the number of bachelors in 
any given season is easily ascertained, it is possible to keep down the take to such 
a percentage as shall do no harm to the stock. The conditions for efiQcient regulation 
are here quite ideal. 

^6) But in Bering Sea and on the Northwest coast the case is totally altered. In 
oraer to ^et rid (»f all complications, let it be supposed that western North America, 
from Bering Straits to California, is in the possession of one power, and that we have 
only to consider the questions of the regulations which that power should make and 
enforce in order to preserve the fur-seal fisheries. Suppose, further, that the author- 
ity of that power extended over Bering Sea and over all the Northwest Pacific east 
ot a line drawn from the Shumagin Islands to California. 

Under such conditionn I should say, looking at nothing but the preservation of the 
seals, that the best course would be to prohibit the taking of the fur seals anywhere 
except on the Pribilof Islands, and to limit the take to such percentntre hh experi- 
ence proved to be consistent with the preservation of a good, avera<^«- stock. The 
furs would be in the best order, the waste of life would be least, and, if the system 
were honestly worked, there could be no danger of overfishing. 

(7) However, since northwest America does not belong to one power, and since 
international law does not acknowledge Bering Sea to be a mare cldusum, nor rec- 
ognize the jurisdiction of a Riparian power beyond the 3-mile limit, it is quite clear 
that this ideal arrangement is impracticable. 

The cause of the fur-seal fisheries is, in fact, even more difficult than that of the 
salmon fisheries in such a river as the Rhine, where the upper waters belong to one 
power and the lower to another. 

(8) The Northwest Pacific, from California to Shumagin at any rate, is open to all the 
world, and, according to the evidence, the seals keep mainly outside the 3-mile limit. 
A convention between Great Britain and the United States (backed by a number of 
active cruisers) might restrain the subjects of both. But what about ships under 
another flagf 

(9) Moreover, I do not see how the Canadians could be reasonably expected to give 
up their fishery for the sake of preserving the Pribilof fisheries, in which they have 
no interest. 

(10) If, however, it is admitted that the Canadians can not be asked to give up their 
fisheries, I see no way out of the difficulty except one, and I do not know that it is 
practicable. It is that the Pribilof, Bering, and Northwest coast fur-seal fi«hories 
shall be considered national property on the part of the United States and Great 
Britain, to be worked by a joint fishery commission, which shall have power to make 
by-laws under the terms of a general treaty, to which 1 suppose other powers (who 
have hardly any interest in the matter) could be got to agree. 

(11) I am free to confess that my exi)erience of the proceedings of fishery boards 
does not encourage me to hope that the proceedings of such a commission would be 
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altogether harmonionB ; bat if it were compoeed of sensible men they woald, sooner 
or later, 8trnp:ffle out into a modus vivendi, for, after all, it is asmucli the Canadian 
interest that tne Pribilof fisheries should be preserved as it is the United States inter- 
est that the seals should not be extirpated in Boring Sea and the Northwest Pacific. 

(12) Id such a case as this I do not believe that the enforcement of a close time, 
either in Bering Sea or on the Northwest coast, would be of any practical utility 
unless the fishing is absolutely prohibited (which I take to be out of the question). 
It must be permitted while the seals. are in the sea; and if it is permittea, there is 
no limit to the destruction which may be effected. 

Numerous as the seals may be, they are a trifle compared with herring schools and 
cod walls, and human agency is relatively a far more important factor in destruction 
in their case than in that of herrings and cod. Up to this time fishing has made no 
sensible impression on the great herring and cod fisheries ; but it has been easy to 
extirpate seal fisheries. 

(13) Finally, I venture to remark that there are only two alternative courses 
worth pursuing. 

One is to let the fur seals be extirpated. Mankind will not suffer much if the 
ladies are obliged to do without seal-skin jackets, and the fraction of the English, 
Canadian, and American population which lives on the seal-skin industry will be no 
worse ofi' than the vastly greater multitude who have had to suffer for the vagaries 
of fashion times out of number. Certainly, if the seals are to be a source of constant 
bickering between two nations, the sooner they are abolished the better. 

The other coui-se is to tread down all merely personal and trade interest in pursuit 
of an arrungemeut that will work and be fair all round, and to sink all the stupidi- 
ties of national vanity and political self-seeking along with them. 

There is a ^eat deal too much of all these undeniable elements apparent in the 
doonments which I have been studying. 

T. H. HUXLBT. 

Apbil 25, 1892. 



AFFIDAVIT BY DR. PHILIP LUTLET SCLATEB. 

Philip Lntley Solater, Ph. D., secretary of the Zoological Society of London, being 
dnly sworn, doth depose and say that in his opinion as a naturalist: 

(1) Unless proper measures are taken to restrict the indiscriminate capture of the 
fuT seal in the North Pacific he is of opinion that the extermination of this species 

. will take place in a few years, as it has already done in the case of other species of 
the same group in other parts of the world. 

(2) It seems to him that the proper way of proceeding would be to stop the kill- 
ing of females and young of the fur seal altogether or as far as possible, and to 
restrict the killing of the males to a certain number in each year. 

(3) The only way he can imagine by which these rules could be carried out is by 
the killing the seals only in the islands at the breeding time (at which time it 
appears that the young males keep apart from the females and old males) and by 
preventing altogether, as far as possible, the destruction of the fur seals at all other 
times and in other places. 

Phiup Lutlby Sclatbe, Ph. D., F. E. 8. 



Crrr of Washington, District of Columhia, ss : 

C. H. Townsend, being duly sworn, deposes and says: 

I am 33 years of age, and my profession is that of a naturalist. I am attached to 
the United States Fish Commission steamer Albatross, with which Commission I have 
been connected for nine years. Occupying the position of resident naturalist on that 
vessel, as I did, I have collected constantly during this period and have hunted with 
all kinds of firearms and under various conditions. I have made seven voyages to 
Alaska. 

I visited the Pribilof Islands for the first time in 1885, snendinc: the months of June 
and September thereon in making collections of natural-history specimens, includ- 
ing those of the fur seal, of which I brought down twenty. In the year 1891 1 again 
visited the Island of St. Paul, arriving there July 28 and remaining there about ten 
days. The British commissioners were on the island at that time. I made frequent 
observations as to the conditions of the rookeries during this period. Early in the 
summer of 1892 I visited, at the request of the United States Government, Guade- 
lope Island, for the purpose of acquainting myself with seal life there and of obtain- 
ing skulls of the fur seals which formerly frequented those regions. Later in 1892 I 
once more visited the Island of St. Paul, arriving there June 30. I was there on the 
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iflland and on the United States Revenue steamer Cortoifij cruising to the west of the 
islands, continaonsly until about August 15, and was engaged during all of this 
time in the study of seal life, either on land or in the waters of Bering Sea, and have 
shot seals from a small boat. 

I carefully noted the fact this year that the young seal is at birth Attached to a 
large placenta, equal parts to one- third of its weight and of a bright red color. It 
is sometimes not expelled until an hour or so after birth, remaining attached in the 
meanwhile by the umbilical cord to the pup. It frequently remains attached to the 
pup a day or more. After parturition the female takes an immediate interest in her 
young, and if it has fallen into some slight rock crevice she gently draws it toward 
her, taking its nape in her teeth. She repeatedly turns to it with manifestation of 
a£fection. 

Prior to July 27, 1892, many of the females had taken to wat«r to feed and oould 
thereafter be seen returning at all times to suckle their young. I quote the follow- 
ing written memorandum made by me on St. Pau>«t that date: ''Bulls on rookeries 
getting exhausted and quiet, mostly sleeping. Cows largely at sea. Some bulls have 
auled out on sand beaches that so far have been bare. Four-fifths of the seals on 
rookeries to-day are pups.'' 

July 28 I made the following note : "Many females coming from the water bleating 
for their voung.'' 

I have killed sea lions at the following localities, where they breed in considerable 
numbers, and found their breeding ground impregnated with the same rank, dis- 
agreeable smell that is so noticeable a feature of the breeding grounds of the Pribilof 
fur seal: Light-house Rook, Alaska Peninsula, Farallon Islands, and Monterey Rook, 
California; San Benito Islands, Lower California, and San Luis Islands, in the Gulf of 
California. The soil and rocks at these places is as foul with seal excrement as at 
the Pribilofs, where urine, excrement, decaying placentas, and other filth rubbed 
and trodden into the soil and rock depressions cause the odors so characteristic of 
this vicinity. The rocks at Monterey may be used in illustration: They lie near 
Cypress Point, 400 or 500 yards off the shore, which the carriage drive follows, and 
are covered with hair seals, which breed there. They are conspicuously stained 
with excrement, and where the animals lie thickest the ground is smeared and slip- 
pery with it. I collected sea lions there in January of the present year, and after 
my shooting had frightened ail the animals off to the sea the rank smell of the nlace 
itself drifted across the channel into the nostrils of the tourists of the Hotel del 
Monte, who witnessed our operations. It would indeed be an extraordinary occur- 
rence if fur seals did not deposit excrement upon their breeding grounds in the same 
way that all other animals of this class do. 

As already stated above, I was attached to the steamer Cortoin during the past 
summer, and I made all the examinations of the stomachs of the seals referred to 
in Captain Hooper's report, covering, in all, 83 seals. I annex hereto photographs 
of two of the seals which were dissected and examined by me on the deck of the 
Bteamer Corwin. These seals were taken on the 2d day of August, 1892, at a dis- 
tance of about 175 miles from the islands. The photographs exhibit the mammary 
glands and convey a good idea of the coosiderable size of these glands, which in all 
cases were filled with milk. The inference is unavoidable that the pup is a vora- 
cious feeder, and this iuference is in keeping with the observations I have made on 
the rookeries, where I have repeatedly seen pups suckle for half an hour at a time. 
The mammary gland is very widely spread over the lower surface of the animal ; 
beginning between the fore flippers, in fact at the anterior of the sternum, it extends 
well up under the armpits and back to the pubic bones. The milk glands are quite 
thick and completely charged with milk. The photographs, especially the first one, 
exhibit the milk streaming from the glands on to the deck. 

Annexed to the report of Captain Hooper is a table giving the reenlts of the exam- 
ination of 41 seals which were killed in Bering Sea in 1892. It appears that of this 
number 22 were nursing seals. The photographs hereto annexed show exactly the 
way all of these nursing female seals looked when cut open on the deck of the Cktrwin, 

From the fact that among the females thus taken and examined there were found 
mostly nursing cows, with a small number of virgin cows, it is reasonable to con- 
clude that there are practically no barren females swimming about in the sea unat- 
tached to the islands, or that, at any rate, if such seals exist they are rarely, if ever, 
taken. In all mv experience I have never seen anything to lead me to the conclusion 
that there is snch a thing as a barren female. In the case of the virgin cows, a care- 
fiil examination of the uterus proved them to be too immature for conception. 

In the stomachs of many of the seals examined as above stated there were found 
large q oantities of fish, mainly codfish. There is nothing surprising in this fact, that 
codfish should be found in the stomachs of surface feeders snoh as seals are. While 
taken at the bottom, the codfish is not restricted to deep water. It is found from the 
shallows along the snore out to the banks where fishermen usually take them. They 
are often taken at intermediate depths, but fish taken at the bottom are, as a rule 
larger. 
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The ood Is a Toracions feeder upon sqaid^ which aboand at the aurface. In Alaskan 
waters I have taken hundreds with the dip net, after attracting them with the elec- 
tric Ught of the AlbatrosB, In its frequent migrations from bank to bank the cod 
passes over tracks of ocean where the water is of profound depth. It is a regular 
feeder upon herring and many other fishes which school at the surface, and in 
Alaskan waters frequently follows the fisherman's bate from the bottom to the sur- 
face. 

As a leenlt of my combined observations upon land and water, as hereinbefore 
detailed, I have no hesitation in stating positively that soon after a female gives 
birth to her younff she leaves the island in quest of food, that she travels great dis- 
tances in search of it, and that she returns to the islands heavily laden with milk. 

While hnntinf; in the Corwin*8 boat many seals were fired upon when asleep. They 
osnally sleep with their head to leeward and keep it moving nneaslly from side to 
side, bat with the nose held clear of the water. A sleeping seal has his vital parts 

Sretty well submerged — ^the nose, lower Jaw, and flippers being usually held above 
tie surface, although a little more appears at times according to the condition of the 
sea and the movements of the animal. 

One has to be very close to get a shot at the head that will kill it. Man^ times 
the animsJ iSv wounded sufficiently to get out of reach of the hunter before it dies. 
I had very little difficulty in approaching sleeping seals close enough for a fair shot, 
but much in killing them. Fair shots that scattered the charge all about them, hit- 
ting the flippers, I firmly believe, and in some cases drawing plenty of blood, were 
usually without resnlt, until I learned to fire directly at the head. Then the shots 
began to prove fatal : but even then, unless hit in a vital part, the animals js^ot away, 
though bleeding freely. A.t first I blamed the inefiectual firing on the cartridges, but 
the cartridges proved all right as soon as I learned to aim at the head and not at the 
animal as a whole. 

I learned after some experiments that seals which dashed away apparently unin- 
jured were usually hurt, and after following them persistently, at great labor to the 
Doat pullers, found that they were bleeding. 

I believe that the majority of sleeping seals fired at are struck. The number killed 
at the islands with buckshot in them bears out this claim to a considerable extent. 
I do not see how an ordinary marksman can shoot at so large a target as a seal at 
short range with a double- baiTel gun loaded with 21 buckshot without striking some 
of the exposed portions of the animal. 

It is from the instantly killed that seals are secured; the wounded animal uses its 
death strup^gle to get out of reach. What proportion of the seals reaching the 
Pribilofs witn shot in them bear to those which are fired at and escape (wounded, as 
I state above) is not known, but I believe that fully as many perish leaving no trace, 
as recover sufficiently to reach the islands. 

Feeding seals shot when raising their heads about the boats from curiosity are 
more likely to be killed instantlv than sleeping seals, but they sink more quickly. 
A clear shot at the head is atforded which knocks the life completely out of them, 
and the rest of the body being under water at the time it would seem thai the 
pressure upon the limp body forces the air from it. As a rule, seals killed instmutly, 
when the head is entirely clear of the water, go down quickly, sinking stem fore- 
most. Sleeping seals killed when the head is low in the water float for a time, the 
head settling into the water first, the air is retained in the body and it floats. I shot 
a seal off Quadeloupe Island in May when it raised its head close to the boat, killing 
it instantly. It sank before we could reach it with the gaff, and continued sinking, 
stem first, as we could plainly see far below in the clear water. 

Another illustration of the wastefulness of the pelagic sealing might be found in 
the nnmber of cartridges expended. During the work of the Ctn-win no record of 
this kind was kept. The hunter usually carried two or three dozen cartridges, 
which were, as a rule, expended before they returned to the ship. The number of 
seals lost by sinking, number wounded, and number secured were recorded. 

Kepeated firing from the boats was often heard on board ship, and a large nnmber 
of empty shells would be returned, when comparatively few seals were definitely 
reported as secured, lost, or wounded, all other shots being supposed to be misses. 
I do not think this feature has received proper consideration. The hunters were 
certainly average marksmen, and it is my belief that the great majority of the 
sleeping seals hred at were struck. The guns used were 10- bore Parkers, loaded 
with 21 buckshot. Time after time I have seen the heavy charge strike about the 
sleeping seal fully expecting to see it killed, when, to my utter surprise, it would 
dive and come up beyond our reach. It is incredible that the great nnmber of seals 
thus escaping were uninjured. How can one always find traces of blood or signs of 
injury when the frightened animal is retreating at a rate so rapid that it is soon out 
of sight, and especially as its course is mainly under water and it only appears at 
the surface with a porpoise-like leap to catch its breath and then dives again t 

C. H« TOWNSBNIX. 
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ADDITIONAL TESTIMONY. 

The foregoing testiraony is that of scieutists whose knowledge of the 
subject uuder discussion can not well be questioued. Speaking for 
myself, personally, I am pleased to find my own conclusions (based on 
a practical knowledge solely) so fully indorsed by learned and disinter- 
ested men. 

In addition to the testimony already quoted, however, and in order 
to strengthen the position taken, I append to my report the testimony 
of statesmen, jurists, scientists, naturalists, shipmasters, sealers, seal 
hunters, pelagic sealers, naval oflScers (American and British), mer- 
chantmen, seamen, Indian hunters, native sealers. Treasury agents, 
company agents, British and American Bering Sea Commissioners, fur 
traders, furriers, far experts, customs officers, and men of all classes, 
native and foreign, friends and enemies, who havB had either the prac- 
tical experience, the general information, or the scientific knowledge to 
warrant them in making sworn statements on the subject at issue; and 
a careful reading of the testimony introduced will show that their views 
in general are in accord with mine, and sustain my position in every 
particular. 

The quotations above referred to are taken from the American case 
and counter case. 

RETROSPECTIVE AND EXPLANATORY. 

So much has already been said in contradiction of the theories 
advanced by honest but mistaken men about overdriving of the young 
males and its consequent result of impotency, of stampedes on the rook- 
eries, and epidemics in the herd, by which so many pups were supposed 
to be destroyed annually during the past decade, it is necessary for a 
correct understanding of the contention that I go back a few years and 
give a sketch of the causes which gave rise to such, until then, unheard 
of theories which have been the direct cause of more than one-half the 
troubles growing out of the fur-seal question in Bering Sea. 

As already shown by the testimony of Messrs. H. H, Mclntyre, T. P. 
Morgan, Daniel Webster, J. G. Eedpath, Dr. Noyes, and others who 
were on the seal islands for many years, it was not until 1886 the first 
unmistakable decrease of the seal herd was ap]>arent. Had the facts 
been reported immediately to the Department and the true cause of 
such a sudden shrinkage shown, steps might have been taken which 
would have prevented further pelagic sealing, or at least an addition to 
the sealing fleet; but unfortunately an overzealous Treasury agent 
reported an increase of nearly 2,000,000 since Elliott's measurements 
and estimates, some fourteen years earlier; and again, in 1888, he tells 
the Depa-rtment: 

I am happy to be able to report that although late landing the breedinff rookeries 
are filled out to the lines of measurement heretofore made, and some of tnem much 
beyond those lines, showing oonclusively that seal life is not being depleted, but is 
fully up to the estimates given in my report of 1887. (Report of G. R. Tingle, 1888.) 

When that report was written, and before it was written, everyone 
on the seal islands knew there were indications of a decrease of the 
seal herd, and the employees of the lessees so reported at the time to 
the superintendent. Dr. H. H. Mclntyre, who tells us: 

I repeatedly pointed out to our compauy and to the special Treasury agents during 
the seasons oif 1887, 1888, and 1889 that the seals were rapidly diminiHhing, and that 
in order to get the full quota allowed by law we were obliged to kill, in increasing 
numbers in each of those years, animals thai should have been allowed to attain 
greater size : and, finally, the catch of 1889 was mostly of this class. (See Mclntyre 
to Jeffries, December 15, 1890, Appendix.) 
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Mr. Daniel Webster, the oldest and one of the most reliable and prac- 
tical of sealers, tells, under oath: 

In 1884 and 1885 I noticed a decrease, and it became bo marked in 1886 that every- 
one on the islands saw it. This markea decrease in 1886 showed itself on all the rook- 
eries on both islands. (See affidavit in Appendix.) 

And Mr. J. C. Eedpath, the local agent for the lessees, after an expe- 
rience of twenty years on the islands, says: 

As the schooners (pelagic hunters) increased, the seals decreased, and the lines of 
contraction on the rookeries were noticed to draw nearer and nearer to the beach, 
and the killable seals became fewer in numbers and harder to find. In 1886 the 
decrease was so plain that the natives^nd all the agents were startled. (Ibid.) 

In 1889 the nsual annual quota of 100,000 could not be found without 
taking 50,000 young seals whose skins did not average more than 4 
pounds each. 

It was then that the apparent and appalling suddenness of the 
decrease aroused in the minds of those who were neither practical 
sealers nor had definite knowledge of seal life on the rookeries doubts 
as to the true cause of the decrease, and of the actual conditions exist- 
ing on the seal islands so soon alter an official report had api)eared 
affirming the fact of an increase of over 2,000,000 seals in fourteen years. 

Theories, as numerous as the men who broached them, were launched 
forth to a stiU doubting world; from press and platform came an array 
of argument and statistics as erroneous as they were bewildering; and 
when the Treasury agent's reports reached the Department it was 
decided to send an extra special agent to the islands to thoroughly 
investigate the conditions existing there and if possible to find the 
cause of the sudden decrease of the fur-seal herd; and Mr. Henry W. 
Elliott was selected for that important work. 

When, in 1890, Mr. Elliott reached the seal islands after an absence 
of fourteen years, and found only a scant one fifth of the seals that he 
saw there in 1876, he impulsively and erroneously concluded that the 
driving of the young males from the hauling grounds was injurious to 
their healthy growth and full development; that it produced impotency 
and destroyed their usefulness as breeders on the rookeries, thus pro- 
ducing a dearth of breeding males and a sui-plus of barren cows, and, 
without a shadow of proof to sustain him, he made out a most elaborate 
report in which he labored to show the truth of his new and wonderful 
theory, and then felt personally hurt and wronged because the Gov- 
ernment refused to indorse or approve it.* 

Every enemy of the United States in both hemispheres, however, 
hailed it with delight, and quoted from it against us with much appro- 
bation until, after years of patient research and scientific investiga- 
tion on the part of the United States and of Great Britain, it was 
demonstrated that Elliott was in error, and that pelagic sealing is the 
cause of the sudden and rapid destruction of the American fur seal. 

In his overanxiety to prove his theory he persistently continues to 
reiterate the story of a time when no drives were made from a number 
of places on St. Paul Island where a great "reservoir of surplus male 
life^ was held in reserve; but I will let him tell his own story: 

In 1872-1874 when no driying was made from Sonthwest Point, Zapadnie, and aU 
English Bay to the westward of Neahrpahskie Kammen, from Polavina, or anywhere 
between it and the hauling grouuds of Lnkannon, then there were reservoirs of 

» See letter of Secretary of the Treasory, Appendix. 
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jtunng male life which were not drawn npon or distnrbed, iVom which a steady 
stream of new male blood for the breeding grounds could and did flow. (Elliott's 
report (Paris print), 1890, p. 237.) 

Again, he says: 

Nobody, in 1872, ever thought of such a thing as coming over ftom the Tillage to 
make a killing at Zapadnie. (Ibid., p. 246.) 

He continues: 

I had this point in my thought during my studies in 1872-1874, but at that time no 
hoUuschickie were driven from Southwest Point, from Zapadnie, from Tonkee Mees 
or Ston^ Pointy or from Polavinia — no seals were driven Irom these places where 
everybody admitted that full half of the entire number belonging to the islands, 
laid. (Ibid., 271.) 

Then that immense spread of hauling ground covered by swarms of young male 
seals, at Zapadnie, at Southwest Point, at English Bay, beyond Middle Hill, west. 
at Polavlnia, and over all that 8 long miles of beach and upland hauling ground 
between Lukannon Bay and Webster's house at Novastoshnah, all of this extensive 
sealing area was not visited by sealing gangs, or spoken of by them as necessary to 
be driven Drom. (Elliott's letter to tiie Secretary of the Treasury, report of 1890, 
p. iT.) 

In 1872-1874 I observed that all the ^oung male seals needed for the annual quota 
of 75,000 or 90,000, as it was ordered in the latter year, were easily obtained every 
season, between the 1st of June and the 20th of July following, from the hauling grounds 
of Tolstoi, Lukannon, and Zoltoi Sands — from these hauling grounds adjacent to the 
rookeries or breeding grounds of Tolstoi , Lukannon, Reef, and Garbotch. All of these 
points of supply being not more than li miles distant from the St. Paul village kill- 
ing grounds, the Zoltoi drive being less than 600 feet away. (Ibid.) 

Therefore, when attentively studying in 1872-1874, the subject of what was the 
effect of kiUiug annually 100,000 young male seals on these islands (90,000 on St. 
Paul and 10,000 on St. George), in view of the foregoing statement of fact, I was 
unable to see how any harm was being done to the regular supply of fresh blood for 
the breeding rookeries, since those large reservoirs of surplus male life, above named, 
held at least just half of the young male seal life then belonging to the islands — 
these large sources of supply were never driven from, never even visited by the 
sealers, and out of their overwhelming abundance I thought that surely enough 
fresh male seal life must, did annually mature for service on the breeding rookeries. 
(Ibid.) 

That day in 1879, when it became necessary to send a sealing gang from St. Paul 
village over to Zapadnie to regularly drive from that hitherto untouched reserve, 
was the day that danger first appeared in tangible form since 1870— since 1857 for 
that matter. (Ibid.) 

For the good of the pnblic service the trnth mnst be told; and that 
is that the official records of the drives and killings on the islands of 
St Paul and St, George are in direct opposition to Mr. Elliott. They 
show that, beginning in 1871, there are no records of the daily killings 
for 1870— drives were made regularly from every hauling ground on the 
islands; and a close inspection will reveal the fact that an aggregate of 
102 drives were made, before 1879, from Zapadnie or Southwest Bay, 
Polavinia or Halfway Point, and from English Bay, during the very 
period of which Mr. Elliott speaks when he tells us "they were never 
driven firom, never even visited by the sealers." 

For convenience of reference I quote from the official island records 
the daily drives and killings made between 1870 and 1879 from the three 
principal rookeries of which Mr. Elliott speaks so positively; and 1 
think it will be sufficient to show every fair-minded man in the country 
tbat the large reservoir of "surplus male life" so often spoken of by 
Mr. Elliott was unknown to everyone else on the seal islands, and never 
had an existence outside his own fertile imagination. 
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Here are the drives made each year firom 1871 to 1878, both inclnsive, 
from the rookeries in question: 



Yen. 


Zapadnie, 

«r 

Southwest 

Bay. 


Folavina, 

or 

Halfway 

Point. 


Bngliah 


Total. 


1871 




1 
1 


11 

10 
10 





1872 


18 


1873 


13 


1874 




Ifi 


1876 


1 
1 
8 
8 


U 


187« 


11 


1877 


12 


1878 


12 






ToUl 


84 


10 


68 


102 







(See SeDate Ex. Doo. No. 107, Fifty-second Coogress, second session, Appendix.) 

In an attempt to show that it was not until 1879 that drives were 
made from certain rookeries which he is pleased to call a ^Marge reser- 
voir of male life,'' which had not been disturbed or touched before 1879, 
Mr. Elliott quotes the Island Journal as follows: 

Page 92, Jnne 9, 1879: An tone Melovedoy started with a gang to make a drive at 
Halfway Point, Polavina. (Elliott's report ( Paris print), 158. ) 

Page 93, Jnne 10,1879: The drive to-day (at Polavina) resulted in the taking of 
1,118 skins. (H.G.Otis.) (Ibid., 159.) 

Page 93, June IL 1879: The drive from Soathwest Bay (Zapadnie) to-day, and 
1,462 skins taken. (H. G. Otis.) (Ibid., 159.) 

There is not a word in the foregoing, nor is there a word in the 
journal, to show that the drives mentioned were the first that were 
made from those rookeries, but Mr. Elliott is determined to show that 
overdriving is the principal cause of the destruction of the seals, and 
he continues: 

From this day (Jane 11, 1879) on to the close of that sealing season's work, July 
20, Zapadnie was driven often, and Polavina also; bat in 18^ only one drive was 
made from this reservoir at Zapadnie, * * * and, again in 1881, it was not driven 
from at all, and only one drive that year made from the Polavina reserve. (Elliott's 
report for 1890, p. 159.) 

Here the gentleman is again in error, for I find that drives were made 
from Zapadnie or Southwest Bay on May 19 and June 7, 1879, only a few 
days before he discovered that the first drive had been made on the 9th 
of June. 

And in 1880 four drives were made from Zapadnie and five from 
Polavina, and in 1881 six drives were made from Zapadnie and five 
from Polavina, as the following table, taken from the island records, 
will show: 



Zapadnie or Soathwest Bay: 

1880. Drives. 

. May 14 1 

Jane 8 1 

12 1 

16 1 



Total 

1881. 
June 7. 

15. 

28. 
Joly 6. 

14. 
Dec. 7. 



Polavina or Halfway Point: 
1880, 

Jane 14 

21 

28. 



DrivM. 

1 
1 
1 



July 5 1 

30. 

Total 

1881. 
Jane 10. 
17. 
24. 



1 

1 

1 

Jaly 2 1 



8. 



Total 6 Total 5 

(See Senate Ex. Doc. No. 107. I lity si> oiul Congre88, second session. Appendix.) 
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Many inaccnracies are to be found in Mr. Elliott's report of 1890, due, 
X)erhap8, to the hurried manner in which it was prepared, and the 
bitterness, excitement, and many disappointments attending it all the 
way through; nearly all of which were of a private character, and 
which can not well be made public, even had I a desire to do so, which 
I have not by any means. One instance more and I am done. 

In his <^ field notes" on the state of the rookeries in 1890, Mr. Elliott 
writes: 

June 19, — ^Not a single hollnscbak of any age whatsoeyer on Zoltoi Sands this day, 
and there has not been a killable seal thas far there this season. (EUiotf • report, 
1890 (Paris print), pp. 263-264.) 

Jane 22. — Fine weather for seals to haul in continues, bat the seals do not haal ; 
not a single seal on Zoltoi Sands this morning: has not been a hollosohak there yet. 
(Ibid., p. 264.) 

June 22, — Now, not a single young male seal has haaled on Zoltoi thos far this sea- 
son. (June 22, 6 a. m.) (Ibid., p. 265.) 

June ;?^.— Not a seal on Zoltoi Sands this morning, and not one since during the 
day. (Ibid., p. 266.) 

June 22, — Not a holluschak or any other class of fur seal on Zoltoi Sands this morn- 
ing or uoon. (Ibid., p. 274.) 

June SO, — Not a holluschak on Zoltoi Sands to-day. (Ibid., p. 276.) 

July 8. — ^Also, not a holluschak has as yet hauled upon Zoltoi Sands. (Ibid., 
p. 284.) 

July 19, — I observe that not a single young male is on Zoltoi Sands this morning— 
not one has hauled there thus far this season. (Ibid., p. 295.) 

The official records of the drives and killings made on the seal islands 
In 1890 are on tile in the Treasury Department, and a copy will be found 
in the appendix to this report. I quote from the records the following 
drives from Zoltoi in 1890: " May 24, 1 drive; July 19, 1 drive." 

According to Mr. Elliott there was not a seal on Zoltoi on the 19th of 
July; according to the island records a drive was made from Zoltoi on 
that very same day. 

Another error of like importance are the two passages in the same 
report which read as follows: 

The importance of understanding this fact as to the readiness of the hoUuschickie 
to haul promptly out on steadily ''swept'' ground, provided the weather is inviting, 
is very great, because when not understood, it was deemed necessary, even as late as 
the season of 1872, to ''rest'' the hanliug grounds near the village (from which aU 
the driving has been made since), and make trips to far-away Polavina and distant 
Zapadnie, an uuuecessary expenditure of human time and a causeless infliction of 
physical misery upon phocine backs and flippers. (Elliott's report, 1890, p. 122.) 

Nobody in 1872 ever thought of such a thing as coming over fh>m the village to 
make a killing at Zapadnie. (Ibid., p. 246.) 

At page 122 Mr. Elliott remembered and acknowledged that drives 
were made iu 1872 from Zapadnie and Polavina, and the records con- 
firm his story. 

He might have included 1871, for the records show drives were made 
from both places in that year also. 

At page 246 he seems to have forgotten some of what he had already 
written, for he gravely tells us: "Nobody in 1872 ever thought of such 
a thing as coming over from the village to make a killing at Zapadnie." 

Enough has been said, I think, for the purpose of showing the public 
how it happens, sometimes, that matters of small moment in themselves 
may beget questions so momentous that it requires international arbi- 
tration to settle them J and that the report of one overzealous officer 
and the official report of another, made in anger and bitterness, have 
cost the United States a whole fur-seal herd, worth, originally, nearlv 
$100,000,000. 

So numerous and so palpable were the inaccuracies all through the 
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report that Mr. Foster, the then Secretary of the Treasury, refused to 
have it published, aud subsequently, in a letter to the State Depart- 
ment, gave good reasons for such action.^ 

That the theory of injury of the young males to the extent of impo 
tency by driving on the islands, so forcibly presented by Mr. Elliott, 
has been denied by naturalists generally and disproved by facts 
adduced by both the scientific and the practical world, has already 
been amply demonstrated; that Mr. Elliott himself, in several ver/ 
able papers subsequently written, has adopted the views of every 
scientist of note, from our own American, Dr. Merriam, to Prof. T. H. 
Huxley, is satisfactory evidence, I think, that the bitter contention is 
practically ended, and the claim of the United States, that pelagic 
sealing is the cause of the decrease of the seal herd, is generally 
acknowledged. 

PELAGIC SEALING AlHD DIPLOMACY. 

When the actual condition of the seal herd became known in 1890-91, 
and the ravages of the pelagic sealer could no longer be hidden, it was 
suggested that arbitration be tried for a final adjustment of all differ- 
ences between the United States and the pelagic sealer. The seals 
being born and reared on United States territory, and never landing 
anywhere else, it was naturally supposed they were the property of the 
United States, and nntil their skins became commercially and exceed- 
ingly valuable no one questioned our absolute ownership of the herd. 
So sure were we of our unquestioned title to the seals that, on taking 
possession of our newly acquired Territory of Alaska, Congress enacted 
laws for the protection of Alaskan interests and particularly for the 
protection of all "fur-bearing animals." A few sections of the statute 
law, in the light of subsequent events, are interesting: 

Sec. 1960. It shall be unlawful to kill any far seal npon the islands of St. Panl 
and St. George, or in the waters adjacent thereto, except during the months of June, 
July, September, aud October in each year; and it shall be unlawful to kiU such 
seals at any time by the use of firearms or by other means tending to drive the seals 
away from those Islands; but the natives of the islands shall have the privilege of 
killing such young seals as may be necessary for their own food and clothing during 
<'ther months, and also such old seals as may be required for their own clothing and 
for the manufacture of boats for their own use; and the killing in such cases shall 
be limited and controlled by such regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury. 

Sec. 1961. It shall be unlawfal to kiU any female seal, or any seal less than one 
year old, at any season of the year, except as above provided ; and it shall also be 
unlawful to kill any seal in the waters adjacent to the islands of St. Panl and St. 
George, or on the beaches, cliffs, OT rocks where they haul up from the sea to remain : 
and every person who violates the provisions of this or the preceding section shall 
be punished for each offence by a fine of not less than two hundred dollars nor more 
than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment not more than six months, or b^ 
both such fine and imprisonment; and aU vessels, their tackle, apparel, and furni- 
ture^ whose crews are found engaged in the violation of either this or the preceding 
section, shall be forfeited to the United States. 

Sec. 1962. For the period of twenty vears from the first of July, eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy, the number of fur seals which may be killed for their skins upon 
the island of St. Paul is limited to seventy-five thousand per annum ; and the num- 
ber of fur seals which may be killed for their skins upon the island of St. George is 
limited to twenty -five thousand per annum; but the Secretary of the Treasury may 
limit the right oi killing if it becomes necessary for the preservation of such seals, 
with such proportionate reduction of the reuts reserved to the Government as may 
be proper; and every person who knowingly violates either of the provisions of this 
section shall be punished as provided in the preceding section. 

Sec. 1967. Every person who kills any fur seal on either of those islands, or in the 
waters adjacent thereto, without authority of the lessees thereof, and every person 

* See letter in Appendix. 
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who molesto, dlBtnrbs, or interferes with the leMees, or either of thecn, or theli 
affeDts, or employees^ in the lawful prosecution of their business, under the provi- 
none of this chapter, shall for each offence be punished as prescribed in section nine- 
teen hundred and sizty-one, and all vessels, their tackle, apparel, appurtenances, 
and cargo, whose crews are found engaged in any violation oi the provisions of Mo- 
tion nineteen hundred and slxtv-five to nineteen hundred and tlzty-eight, incinsiTe, 
shall be forfeited to the United States. 

Sec. 1968. If any person or company, under any lease herein authorized, know- 
ingly kills, or permits to be killed, any number of seals exceeding the number for 
each island in this chapter prescribed, such person or company shall, in addition to 
the i>enalties and forfeitures herein provided, forfeit the whole number of the skins 
of seals killed in that year, or, in case the same have been disposed of, then such 
person or company shi^ forfeit the value of the same. 

Thus for a quarter of a century did the ITnited States throw every 
possible safeguard of law around the seals and other fur-bearing ani- 
mals of Alaska, which, under the fostering care of the Government, 
and the good management of the lessees on the seal islands, produced 
the grand results of '^growth and expansion" in the herd and on the 
rookeries, sworn to by so many disinterested witnesses who have had 
ocular knowledge of every fact to which they testified, while during 
the same period of time the sea otter, which, owing to its pelagic habits, 
was necessarily left to the tender mercies of the pelagic hunter, who 
knows no law higher or holier than avarice and selfishness, has been 
practically exterminated. Laws were enacted from time to time as 
occasion required them; regulations in accordance with law were made 
annually for the proper enforcement of the statutes and for the better- 
ment of the natives of the seal islands and the industry upon which 
they depended for a livelihood, and on which millions of civilized people 
depended for one of the most beautiful, valuable, and useful furs known 
to commerce. 

Who else, among the thousands now claiming an interest in the seals, 
ever ofiered to protect them as we have donet 

Where was the pelagic sealer in the days gone by, when the United 
States were spending millions of money to protect the seal islands, and 
when our statutes of protection to the femsde seal were being enacted t 
Echo answers, " Wheret" 

Immediately after the treaty of cession, and before we could bring 
order out of chaos, the marauder of those days landed on the seal 
islands and slaughtered seals indiscriminately, killing a quarter of a 
million in one season, and only stopping the ruinous work when the 
salt was exhausted. 

Afterwards the United States statutes were enforced by Government 
agents sent to the islands for the purpose, and, until 1884, the seals 
increased in numbers and in value under the fostering care of the 
Government. 

For a period of thirteen years, from 1871 to 1884, inclusive, we had 
taken 100,000 male seals annually without a sign of decrease or diminu- 
tion on the rookeries or the slightest injury to the herd, but, on the 
contrary, a well-known and generally acknowledged growth and expan- 
sion. 

Dr. H. H. Mclntyre, general superintendent for the Alaska Commer- 
cial Company at the seal islands during the entire term of their twenty 
years lease, when writing confidentially to his company in 1889, says: 

The breeding rookeries from the beginning of the lease to 1882 or 1883 were, I 
believe, constantly increasing in area and popnlation, and my observations in this 
direction are in accordance with those of Mr. Morgan, Mr. Webster, and others, who 
have been for many years with me in your service, and of the late special Treas- 
my agent, J. M. Morton^ who was on the islands from 1870 to 1880. (See letter in 
Appendix.) 
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• 

In 1884 an increased fleet of pelagic sealers appear npon the scene, 
and with vessels specially designed and fully equipped for the work, 
they follow the seals from year's end to year's end, shooting, spearing, 
and ripping np all they overtake, without a thought or care for age, 
sex, or condition; and immediately the rookeries show signs of diminu- 
tion to those who, like Morgan and Webster, had the experience and 
the opportunity to observe it. 

Dr. Molutyre, in the letter ahready quoted, continues: 

The contrast between the present condition of seal life and that of the lint dec- 
ade of the lease is so marked that the most inexpert can not fail to notice it. Jnst 
when the change commenced I am unable from personal obserration to sav, for, as 
you will remember, I was in ill health, and unable to visit the islands in 1883, 1884, 
and 1885. I left the rookeries in 1882 in their fullest and best condition, and found 
them in 1886 already showing a slight falling off, and experienced that year for the 
fibret time some difficulty in securing Jnst the class of animals in eyery case that we 
desired. • • » For the cause of the present diminution of seal life we have 
not far to look. It is directly traceable to the illicit killing of seals of every age 
and sex during the last few years in the waters of the North Facifio and Bering S^. 
We are in no way responsible for it. During the first thirteen years of the lease 
comparatively few seals were killed by marauders, and we were then able, « • • 
under our careful management, to produce a decided expansion of the breeding 
Tookeries. 

Dr. Mclntyre's letter was written in 1889, when the efltects of x>elagic 
sealing first startled the civilized world, and his statements were met 
with doubt or open denial from all who were ignorant of the situation, 
and with the charge, from pelagic sealers and their apologists, that the 
Americans had destroyed the seals by overdriving on land. 

The absurdity and the injastice of this idle charge have been shown 
in many ways during the discussion of the seal question, but it is reit- 
erated again and again by those who have established what they are 
pleased to call an <4ndustry," the chief comer stone of which is the 
killing of the female seals at sea — of seals about to become mothers, 
from whose suddenly ripped bellies the unborn young are out, or torn 
oat alive and thrown into the ocean — of mothers whose young have 
been left upon the rookeries during their absence on the feeding grounds, 
1^ to die of slow starvation wliere, as Captain Ooulsou truly says, 
*<the shores are lined with emaciated, hungry little fellows, with their 
eyes turned toward the sea, uttering plaintive cries for their mothers, 
wluch were destined never to return." 

And, hard as it may seem, and difficult to believe though it may be, 
it was with this same pelagic sealer, or for his sake at least, we were 
asked to arbitrate the question of our exclusive right of property in 
the seal herd, and of our right to protect them outside of the ordinary, 
^3 miles," limit from the land upon which they were born and which 
they made their home. 

Even Mr. Elliott was induced to lend his influence to the scheme for 
arbitration, and, after his return from the seal islands in 1890, we find 
him addressing Mr. Blaine, who was then Secretary of State, as follows: 

Let me again, jnst before I leave, earnestly ur^ that yon do not hesitate to invite 
an English commission to meet us, and jointly visit and view the Pribilof seal rook- 
eries next summer at the height of the breeding season in Jul v. That wreck and 
ruin thereon, which I saw last summer, will be there, and still more pronounced 
on the same ground next year (1891) ; it will not fail to arouse the interest and sym- 
pathy of the British agents, and the sight of these dwindling herds will b»« most 
eloouent and satisfactory proof of the correctness of your position taken in your 
leading letter of January 22, 1890, and upon the truth of which your whole arj^ment 
in the Bering Sea question rests. It is not quite fair to ask John Bull to believe me 
now, • • « but I assure you that if he gets up there he will soon sejs enough to 
make him respect me, and be our sworn friend in cooperating to save the fur seal 
from impending extermination. Indeed, he should be allowed to see for himself now ; 
it is only niauTy and fair in us to aUow him to do so under the oiroumstances. 
(Elliott to Blaine, December 19, 1890.) 
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The English commission was invited as suggested by Mr. Elliott; the 
commissioners arrived at the seal islands in the latter part of July, 1891 ; 
they visited the rookeries and saw the '^ wreck and rain thereon;" they 
noted the ^* dwindling herds," and they saw new grass growing on acres 
of ground where, a few years earlier, hundreds of thousands of seals 
swarmed in season and brought forth their young. The commissioners 
found acres of ground covered with dead pup seals as thick as they 
could lie — ^^ emaciated little fellows" — whose mothers had gone out to 
the feeding banks, and were captured by the pelagic sealers. 

Whether the visit induced them to believe or respect Mr. Elliott 
remains to be seen, but it certainly did not <^ arouse their interest or 
sympathy" for the seals, or for the nation that clainied the right to pro- 
tect them. Nor did it make them ^^our sworn friends in cooperating to 
save the fur seal from impending extermination." 

On the contrary, though, they adopted Mr. Elliott's own exploded 
theories of overdriving, impotency, dearth of bulls, lack of young male 
blood, redrivlng, scraping the rookeries, stampeding, and added two or 
three more of their own, almost as absurd and nonsensical; and they 
wound up their sympathetic and impartial labor in behalf of protection 
for fur seals by the following regulations suggested by the British 
Bering Sea commissioners: 

(B) Specific Schemb of Rbgulatioks BsooiofEKDKD. 

165. In view of the aotaal condition of seal life as it presents itself to us at the 

S resent time, we belieye that the requisite degree of protection would be afforded by 
tie application of the following specific limitations at shore and at sea: 

(a) The maximnm number of seals to be taken on the Pribilof Islands to be fixed 
at 60,000. 

(h) A cone of protected waters to be established^ extending to a distance of 20 
nautical miles from the islands. 

(c) A close season to be provided, extending from the 15th of Septemb«r to the Ist 
of May in each year, during which all killing of seals shall be prohibited, with the 
additional provision that no sealing vessel shall enter Bering Sea before the 1st of 
July in each year. 

156. Respecting the compensatory feature of such specific regulations, it is believed 
that a just scale of equivalency as between shore and sea sealing would be found, 
and a com]>lete check established against any undue diminution of seals, by adopting 
the following as a unit of compensatory regulation: 

For each decrease of 10,000 in the number fixed for killing on the islands, an 
increase of 10 nautical miles to be given to the width of protected waters about the 
islands. The minimnm number to be fixed for killing on the islands to be 10,000, 
corresponding to a maximum width of protected waters of 60 nautical miles. 

157. The above regulations represent measures at sea and ashore sufficiently equiv- 
alent for all practical purposes, and probably embody or provide for regulations as 
applied to sealing on the high seas as stringent as would be admitted by any mari- 
time power, whether directly or only potentially interested. 

158. Ab an alternative method of effecting a compensatory adjustment of the strin- 
gency of measures of protection, it is possible that some advantages might be found 
ia the adoption of a sliding scale of length for the season of sealing at sea, with a 
fixed width of zone of protection about the islands. 

In this case it is believed that, in correspondence with a decrease of 10,000 seals 
killed upon the breeding islands, the length of the sealing season at sea might be 
cnrtailea by seven days, such curtailment to be applied either to the opening or clos- 
ing time of the sealing season. 

159. It may be objected to the principle involved in any correlative regulation of 
shore and sea sealing that it would be impossible in any particular year to make 
known the number fixed for killing on the islands in time to secure a corresponding 
regulation of pelagic sealing. As a matter of fact, however, if the condition of the 
breeding rookeries called for any change, it should be possible to fix this number 
with sufficient precision a year in advance, while, on the other hand, the general 
effect would be almost equally advantageous if the number killed on the islands in 
any one year were employed as the factor of regulation for pelagic sealing in the foU 
lowing year. 
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160. While a zone of protoction has heen spoken of as the best method of safely 
gnardiiig the vicinity of the breeding islands, it is to be borne in mind that Buch an 
area might be defined for practical purposes as a rectangular area boanded by certain 
lines of latitude and longitude. Even in dense fog, and therefore comparatively 
calm weather, an arrested vessel could be anchored with a kedge and warp until the 
weather cleared, according to frequent custom. The special advantages of a concen- 
tric zone appear to be that it is more directly in conformity with the object in view, 
and that in line weather the visibility or otherwise of the islands themselves might 
serve as a rough guide to sealers. 

161. The restriction of the number of seals killed on the breeding islands, appro- 
priate safeguards being provided, admits of very considerable precision and requires 
no special explanation. That the restriction of the number taken at sea may be 
accomplished practically and with all necessary certainty, and that the means of con- 
trol available in the case of this branch of the sealing industry are sufficient, is 
clearly shown by the successful application of measures such as these here proposed, 
to the Jan-Mayeu and Newfoundland hair-seal fisheries, as well as of those based on 
like principles, which are generaUy employed in protecting fish and game. 

(C) Methods op Giving Effect to Regulations. 

162. The means suited to secure the practical efficiency of regulations at sea are 
generally indicated by those adopted in the instances just cited. It is unnecessary 
to formulate these here in full detail, but the following suggestions are offered as 
pointing out those methods likely to prove most useful in the particular case under 
consideration : 

(1) Statutory proTisions should be made, declaring it unlawful to hunt or take 
for seal during the close season by subjects or vessels of the respective powers. 

(2) The time of commencement of the sealing season should be further regulated 
by the date of issuance of special customs clearances and of licenses for sealing, and 
preferably by the issuance of such clearances or licenses from certain specified ports 
only. • 

(3) As elsewhere explained, the regulation of the time of opening of the sealing 
season is the most important, and the closing of the season is practically brought 
about by the onset of rough weather in the early autumn. If, however, it be con- 
sidered desirable to fix a precise date for the close of sea sealing in each year, this 
can be done, as in the case of the date of sealing under the Jan-Mayen convention. 

(4) The liability for breach of regulations, of whatever kind, should be made to 
apply to the owner, to the master, or person in charge of any vessel, and to the huni- 
ers engaged on the vessel. 

(5) The peualty imposed should be a fine (of which one-half should go to the 
informant), with possibly, in aggravated cases or second offenses, the forfeiture of 
the catch and of tne vessel itself. 

(6) To facilitate the supervision of the seal fishery and the execution of the ref- 
lations, all sealers might, in addition, be required to fly a distinctive flag, which 
might well be identical with or some color mediiication of that already adopted for 
the same purpose by the Japanese Government. 

(D) Alternative Methods of Regulation. 

163. Although the general scheme of measures above described appears to us, all 
things considered, to be the most appropriate to the actual circumstances, measures 
of other kinds have suggested themselves. Some of these, though perhaps less per- 
fectly adapted to secure the fullest advantages, recommend themselves from their 
very simplicity and the ease with which they might be applied. Of such alternative 
methods of regulations, three may be specially referred to : 

(1) Entire prohibiiion of hilling an one of the breeding ielande, with suitable concurrent 

regulations at sea, 

164. The entire reservation and protection of one of the two larger islands of the 
Pribilof group, either St. Paul or St. George Island, might be assured; such island 
to be maintained as an undisturbed breeding place, upon which no seals shall be 
killed for any purpose. On the remaining island the number of seals killed for com- 
mercial purposes would remain wholly under the control of the Government of the 
United States. 

In consideration of the guaranteed preservation of a breeding island with the pur- 
pose of insuring the continuance of the seal stock in the common interest, a zone of 
protected waters might be established about the Pribilof Islands, and pelagic seal- 
ing might be further controlled and restricted by means of a close serpen, including 
the early spring months, or by a protected area to the south of the Aleutian lelands, 
defined by parallels of latitude, surh provisions at sea to have, as far as possible, 
guantivalent relation to those established on the breeding islandis. 
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(2) JUourreni periods of rest, 

165. This implies the proyision of a period of rest or exemption of all seals from 
killing;, both at sea and on shore, to extend over a complete year at such reourrent 
intervals as may be deemed necessary. 

Snch a period of rest might be fixed in advance for every fifth, or possibly as often 
as every Tonrth year, and be made to form a part of a general scheme imposing 
limitation of number of seals killed on the islands in intervening years, together 
with restriction by time or by area of pelagic sealing. 

While proximately eqnal in effect on both shore and sea killing a period of rest of 
this kind wonld, in other respects, canse some inconvenience, by its interruption of 
the several industries, and this, though minimized by the fact that the date of occur- 
lenoe of the year of rest would be known in advance, would not be wholly obviated 
by this oircumstanoe. 

(8) ToM prohibition of killing on the breeding ielande, with eonourrent etriet regulatUm 

of pelagic sealing, 

166. While the circumstance that long usage may In a measure be considered as 
justifying the custom of killing fur seals on the breeding islands^ many facts now 
known respecting the life history of the animal itself, with valid inferences drawn 
from the results of the disturbance of otiier animals upon their breeding places, as 
well as those made obvious by the new conditions which have arisen in consequence 
of the development of pelim^ic sealing, point to the conclusion that the breeding 
islands should, if possible, remain undisturbed and inviolate. 

167. If this view should be admitted, and particularly if the United States and 
Russia, as the owners of the principal breeding islands of the North Pacitic, should 
agree to cooperate in entirely prohibiting all killing of seals on these islands, and 
in guarding and protecting the breeding places upon them, it should be possible to 
ob&in, in consideration of such care exercised in the common interest, an inter- 
national assent to measures regulating sea sealing of any required dogbee of strin- 
gency, including certain special rights of supervision by the powers mentioned. 

168. It might, for example, under such circumstances, be provided — 

(1) That all sealing vessels should be registered, and sliould take out special 
licenses at one or other of certain snecified ports, as, for instance, Victoria, Port 
Townsend, Honolulu, Hakodate, and Vladivostock. 

• (2) That such annual clearances or licenses be not issued before a given date (say 
1st of May), and that certain license fees be exacted. Such license fees to be col- 
leoted by the customs authorities of the licensing Government, and to be eventually 
transferred, in whole or in part, proportionately, to the Governments protecting the 
breeding islands, to go toward meeting the cost of this protection. 

(3; That no vessel should seal in Bering Sea before some fixed date (say Ist of 
July) in each year, and that vessels intending to seal in Bering Sea should report 
either to the United States or to the Russian authorities on or after that date at 
namedports, such as Unalaska or Petropavlovsk. 

(4) Tnat all duly licensed sealing vessels should be required to fly a distinctive 
flag, and that any unlicensed vessel found engaged in sealing should be subject to 
certain penalties. 

(5) That a zone of protected waters should be established about the breeding 
ialandsy within which no sealing should under any circumstances be permitted. 

(E) IXTERNATIONAL ACTION. 

169. In the foregoing remarks on the measures available fn the protection and 
preservation of the fur seal of the North Pacific^ reference is made throughout espe- 
cially to the eastern part of that ocean, including more particularly the area com- 
prised in the range of those fur seals of which the summer haunts and breeding places 
are about or on the Pribilof Islands, and of which the winter home is found espe- 
eially off the coast of British Columbia. It is evident, however, that the same 
remarks and recommendations apply equally to those fur seals which in summer 
center about the Commander Islands and in winter frequent the seas off the coast of 
Japan. 

170. It may be stated, further, that no system of control can be considered as 
absolutely complete and effective which does not include under common regulations 
all parts of the North Pacitic, and that the facility of execution of measures and 
their efficiency would, under any system of regulations, be much increased by the 
concurrent action of Great Britain, the United States, Russia, and Japan, as indicated 
in the message of the President of the United States in 1889. Apart from the fact 
that vessels prevented from sealing at given dates in certain areas might at these 
times frequent other waters in Increased numbers, the circumstance that there is % 
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certain though not fblly known interrelation and interchange of seals between the 
eastern and western breedinff islands of Bering Sea points very olearly to the advis- 
ability of such oooperation In protection. (Beport of British Bering Sea Commis- 
sioners, p. 25.) 

The most casaal observer will see at ft glance that the commission- 
ers' saggestions are all in favor of the pelagic sealer and his ^^industry,'' 
and against' the United States and the seals. That the public at large 
may see this as I see it, I will briefly review a few of the most prominent 
points suggested. 

The commissioners say: 

The mazimnm number of seals to be taken on the Pribilof Islands to be fixed at 
60,000. 

That is to say, the United States must agree to reduce their catch on 
land one half, to begin with, and the suggestion, remember, was made 
long after it was known that the pelagic sealers had captured 78,000 
seals in 1891. 

They continue: 

A zone of protected waters to be established, extending to a distance of 20 nautical 
miles from tne islands. 

As the largest catches are made at distances of from 80 to 200 miles 
from the islands, and as the commissioners were well aware of that fact 
when they made the suggestion, its worthlessness may be understood 
so &r as the protection and safety of the seals go. 

Again, they suggest: 

A close season to be i>rovided, extendinjs^ from the 15th of September to the 1st of 
May in each year, during which all killing of seals shall be prohibited, with the 
additional provision that no sealing vessel shaU enter Bering Sea before the let of 
July in eaon year. 

As the killing season never did open on the islands till June, and 
always closed on or before August 10 (excepting the few seals killed 
from time to time for natives' food), and as it is from May to October that 
protection is absolutely necessary for the preservation of the sea? herd; 
and as the pelagic sealer hardly ever enters Bering Sea before July it 
is difficult to see how the << suggestion" could benefit the United States 
or save the seals. 

The next <^ suggestion" deserves careftd attention, for it is the key- 
note of the whole superstructure raised by the commissioners^ who say: 

Bespecting the compensatory feature of snch specific regulations, it is believed 
that a Jnst scale of eqnivalenov as between shore and sea sealing woold be found, 
and a complete check established against any undue diminution of seals, by adopt- 
ing the following as a unit of compensatory regulation: For each decrease of 10,000 
in the number fixed for killing on the islands, an increase of 10 nautical miles to be 
ffiven to the width of protected waters about the islands. The minimum number to 
be fixed for killing on the islands to be 10,000, corresponding to a maximum width 
of protected waters of 60 nautical miles. 

Here they make the pelagic sealer the senior partner in the fur-seal 
^Mndustry,'' and the repressive part of the ^< suggestion "is intended 
for the United States only. 

The situation at the start is to be something like this: The United 
States are to kill not to exceed 50,000 seals, and the pelagic sealer is 
not to approach the breeding islands nearer than 20 nautical miles. 
Then for every additional 10 miles we would remove the pelagic sealer 
we must reduce our catch on shore by 10,000, so that by the time he is 
60 miles away our maximum catch is to be 10,000. 

The first thought that suggests itself here is, What would happen 
were we to ask him for a protected zone of 70 miles from the seal 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 5 
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islands f Logically, we would have to stop killing on the islands alto- 
gether and turn them into breeding groands for the ase of a class of 
sportsmen who are fond of the manly art of honting gravid female 
seals and cntting ont their nnborn yonng. 

Turning to the <' alternative methods of regulation" suggested by 
the commissioners we find that they, too, were possessed.of the same 
thought, for they "suggest : " 

Entire prohibition of kiUing on one of the breeding islands, with suitable con- 
.cnrrent regulations at sea. The entire reservation and protection of one of the two 
larger islands of the Pribilof group, either St. Paul or St. George Island, miglit be 
assured ; such island to be maintained as an undisturbed breeding place, upon which 
no seals shall be killed for any purpose. On the remaining islands the number of 
seals killed for commercial purposes would remain whoUy under the control of the 
Qoyemment of the United States. 

In consideration of the giiaranteed preservation of a breeding island, with the 
purpose of insuring the continuance of the seal stock in the common interest, a zone 
of protected waters might be established about the Pribilof Islands, * * * gnch 
provisions at sea to have, as far as possible, quantivalent relation to those established 
on the breeding islands. (See section 164.) 

Growing bolder and bolder as they proceed they fiually come for- 
ward with a suggestion, which, for downright coolness, may well claim 
^^ first place" among all the cool propositions made in any age or coun- 
try ; it is nothing less than the ^< total prohibition of killing on the breed- 
ing islands, with concurrent strict regulation of pelagic sealing." 

Here, at last, the mask is thrown off and the commissioners stand 
forth in their true character of "advocates" for the pelagic sealer and 
apologists for his horrible methods. 

It does not take long to get at the meaning of the << suggestions" 
oifered, for a careful reading shows at once the whole animus of the 
thing is to prevent the killing of seals on the seal islands, and to turn 
the whole herd over to the pelagic sealer. 

Had the most heartless of aU the pelagic sealers been given carte 
blanche to write suggestions, the adoption of which would inure to his 
own benefit, he could not improve on those of the British Bering Sea 
commissioners. 

This may seem to be a hard saying, but, from the testimony given by 
the pelagic sealers themselves, it is well known that the killing of 
female seals anywhere is sure destruction to the herd; and the British 
oommissioners have admitted it to be on more than one occasion. 

Speaking of the indiscriminate killing of the seals at sea^ they say: 

But it is unfortunately the case that at certain seasons considerable numbers of 
gravid females are thus killed, and thin killing is deprecated by the better classes 
of the pelagic sealers themselves, not alone on grounds of humanity, but because 
they see clearly that it is unduly destructive to the industry in which their fortunes 
are embarked. (Report of British Bering Sea oommissioners, section S33, p. 109.) 

And yet the gentlemen who say so are the same men who have 
^^suggested" the '^ total prohibition of killing on the breeding islands" 
and the turning over of the seals to indiscriminate slaughter. 

The commissioners were instructed to ascertain : 

First. The actual facts as regards the alleged serious diminution of seal life on the 
Pribilof Islands, the date at which such diminution began, the rate of its progress, 
and any previous instance of a similar occurrence. 

Second. The causes of such diminution; whether, and to what extent, it is 
attributable— 

(a) To a migration of the seals to other rookeries. 

(bS To the method of killing pursued on the islands themselves. 

(o) To the increase of sealing upon the high seas, and the manner in which it is 
pursued. 
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And then they were admonished as follows: 

I need scarcely remind yon that yoar inveBtigation should be carried on with strict 
.jupartiality, that yon should neglect no sources of information which may be likely 
to assist yon in arriving at a sound conclusion, and that great care should be taken 
' sift the evidence that is brought before you. 

It is eaually to the interest of ^1 the Governments concerned in the sealing industry 



to sift the evidence that is brought before you. 
It is eaually to the interest of ^1 the Govemme 
that it snould be protected from all serious risk of extinction in consequence of the 



use of wasteful and injudicious methods. (British Bering Sea Conunissioners' report, 
p. 2.) 

To which they replied as follows: 

To the Queen*$ Most Excellent Majeety: 

May it please Your Majesty, we, Tour Mi^esty's commissioners, appointed to under- 
take an inquiry into the condition of seal life and the precautions necessary for pre- 
venting the extermination of the fur-seal sx>ecies in Bering Sea and other parts of 
the North Pacific Ocean, beg to submit the following report. 



Wherefore, in carrying out the terms of our commission, it has been oar object to 
cquire and record the most complete information available, in order to promote, in 
the true interests of all concerned an equitable, impartial, and mutually satisfac- 



tory! 
p. 3.) 



F adjustment of the questions at issue. (British Bering Sea Commissioners' report, 
p.S.) 

When Mr. Elliott was urging the appointmentof a joint commission? 
as the remedy for all our troubles on the seal' islands, he addressed the 
Secretary of State as follows: 

NOVEMBBR 22, 1890. 

Mt Dbab Mr. Blainb : * • « We must take some of the best British repre- 
sentation up to the islands and let it see the wreck and ruin thereon. 

I have no fear of the result ; these Englishmen will return our friends, and work 
in harmony with us in the labor of saving these anomalous interests from their 
impending ruin. 

I believe that subsequent events have shown him that his faith was 
misplaced, to say the least, unless we can fully appreciate the kindness 
with which they propose to prohibit all killing on the islands and assume 
the whole burden themselves. 

Had they suggested the prohibition of all pelagic sealing and an even 
division between the nations interested of the burdens, expenses, and 
proceeds resulting from a strict and constant protection of the breeding 
islands there would be some semblance of justice and right as well as a 
desire to perpetuate the seals indefinitely; but the suggestion that the 
United States shall be forbidden to kill seals ashore and that the islands 
must be turned into breeding grounds for the sake of the pelagic sealer 
is so repugnant to common sense and decency that were not the com- 
missioners' report at my hand I should not believe they could have been 
guilty of making such a suggestion under any circumstances, but 
especially under the plea of protecting and perpetuating the fur seals. 

Had they attempted to prove the wastefulness of present methods, 
or had they quoted the testimony of one honest and disinterested per- 
son to show that American management of the seals on the islands had 
ever been inimical to their increase and improvement, there would be 
some excuse for the suggestions offered, but it was beyond their power 
to produce testimony of that sort. 

Therefore, I deem the remarks of the American counsel at Paris on 
this point as most just and opportune, and as they express my own views 
much better than my own feeble words oan possibly do it I quote them 
as follows: 

We are reluctant to make any reference to motives ; but where opinions are, as in 
this case, made evidence, the question of good faith is necessarily relevant. Why is 
it that these commissioners have chosen to disregard the plain dictates of reason 
and natural laws which they were bound to accept, and to recommend some cheap 
devices in their place, when they so clearly perceived those dictates f We are not 
permitted to think that this was in conscions violation of duty, if any other explana- 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 

• 
tion is poBslble. The only apologjr we can find comeB from the fact, dearly appar- 
ent upon nearly every page of their rex>ort, that the predominating interest which 
they conceived themselves bound to regard was not the presentation of the seals, 
but the protection of the Canadian sealers. This explanation at once accounts for 
all their extraordinary recommendations, and all their varying inconsistencies. 
Hence, every degree of restraint upon pelagic sealing is reluctantly conceded, and 
yielded only when it is compensated for, and more than compensated for. by an 
added restriction of the supply ftumished to the market from tne breeding islands. 
As the work of the pelagic sealers is on tiie one hand restricted in time or place, and 
thus discouraged, it is on the other stimulated by the certainty of a better market 
and a richer reward. So persistently and exclusively have they kept this policy 
before them as their main object, that an ideal has been formed in their minds which 
they openly avow, and to attain which is their constant effort. This ideal is that 
all taking of seals on land should be prohibited, and pelagic sealing be made the 
only lawful mode of capture. 

Thev thus express themselves: ''It has been ^inted out, and we believe it to be 
probable, that if all killing of seals were prohibited on the breeding islands, and 
these were strictly protected and safe-guarded against encroachment of any kind, 
sealing at sea might be indefinitely continued without any notable diminution, in 
consequence of the self regulative tendency of this industry.'' 

And suggesting, as the only oblection to this policy which occurs to them, that it 
might be too much to exi>ect of the United States to thus guard the islands and sup- 
port a native population of SOO at its own expense, they continue : ''It may be noted, 
however, that some such arrangement would oner, perhaps, the best and simplest 
solution of the present conflict of interests, for the citizens of the United States 
would still have equal rights with all others to take seals at sea, and in consequence 
of the proximity of their territonr to the sealing grounds they would probably 
become the principal beneficiaries.'' 

And they finally come to the conclusion that any taking of seals at the breeding 
places is an error for which there is no defense except long usage, and even that 
they regard as a doubtful apology. They say : 

''While the circumstance that long usage may, in a measure, be considered as 
justifying the custom of killing fur seals on the breeding islands, many facte now 
known respecting the life history of the animal itself, with valid inferences drawn 
from the results of the disturbance of other animals upon their breeding places, as 
well as those made obvious by the new conditions which have arisen in consequence 
of the development of pelagic sealing, point to the conclusion that the breeding 
islands should, if possible, remain undisturbed and inviolate." 

These references to the opinions expressed in the report of the commissioners of 
Great Britain, when taken together with the scheme recommended by them, leave 
no room for doubt that the defense of the Canadian sealers was from first to last, 
their predominating motive, and enable us to make for them the apology that they 
conceited that this was the duty with which they were especially charged. If this 
be the fact, it is easy to perceive how all their reasonings and recommendations 
should receive a color and character. We feel obliged to say that we can perceive 
no other ground upon which their action may be n^e consistent with good faith. 
(Argument of the United States, p. 209.) 

• •••••• 

The real conflict between the report of the British commissioners and the case of 
the United States seems to be as to the number of cows in a harem. The British 
commisHioners assert that the number is unduly large of cows served by one bull; 
the United States produce credible and experienced witnesses to show that, on the 
contrary, the number of females is decreasing. A comparison is invited between 
the two statements and the quality of proof aidduced in favor of each It is plain 
that the British commissioners could not admit the diminution in number of female 
seals without admitting that decrease to be wholly due to pelagic slaughter. They 
are therefore reduced to the necessity of insisting that there is a r^undancy of 
females and a deficit of males on the islands. They are kind enough to admit, how- 
ever, that "the sparing of females in a degree prevented, for the time being, the 
actual depletion of seals on the islands" (section 58). It is not probable that any 
reasonable person will take issue with them on that point. The intelligence and 
legislation of the civilized world, not to speak of humanity in its broad sense, have 
concurred that to spare the female was not the best but the only effective method of 
preventing depletion and eventual extermination. 

Even if we should concede, for the sake of the argument and in direct disregard 
of the fact, that the diminution is due to the smaller number of males, we would 
venture to remind this high tribunal, if such a remiuder were needed, that the 
pirates or poachers who pursue and slaughter the pregnant and nursing females are 
Killing, by starvation in the one case, by the motners death in the other, a large 
number of males. Even, according to their own showing, the British commissioners 
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must TMliee that pelagic sealing it responsible, to some extent at least, for the 
decrease in the number of males, as well as of females. They may speak of this 
^' industry," as they term it, and glorify it as requiring all the courage and skill 
which can be brought to bear on it T whatever that may mean). (Section 609.) 
They may contrast its ''sportsmanlike '' character with the "butcnery " committed 
on the islands (section 610) ; but they can not &il to peroeiye that the mode of 
destruction, which principally deals with gravid females, necessarily strikes at the 
very foundation of life, and must eventually extinguish the race, because, as they 
mildly state it, it is unduly destructive (section 6S3). 

The pelagic sealer not only kills or attempts to kill the males that he happens to 
meet, but prevents the birth of males to take their place. He often kills three with 
one discharge of his rifle, viz, the mother, the unborn young, and the pup at home; 
but he does it in a ''sportsmanlike" manner, and he gives the sleeping animal a " fair 
sporting chance for its life." (Section 610.) In manv cases he either misses his 
object or wounds it and loses it. So that there is by this manly process an utterly 
useless waste of life, in many cases a waste more or less appalling as the " sportsman" 
is more or less skillful. How destructive in reality this process is proven to be may 
be seen from the British commissioners' report under the head of " Proportion of 
seals lost" (p. 104, section 608). It must be a consolation to those disposed to extol 
this kind of sport that while nearly '* all the pelagic sealers concur in the opinion 
that the fur seal is annually becoming more shy and wary at sea." it is certain that 
"the dexterity of the hunters has been increased pari passu with the wariness of 
the seals." (British commissioners' report, section lOl.) 

That the number of the seals has been diminished in recent years at a cumulative 
rate and that such diminution is the consequence of destruction by man is certified by 
the Joint report of all the commissioners. That this human agency is i>elagio sealing 
exclusively, and not the mode, manner, or extent of capture upon the breeding 
islands, is abundantly clear. 

This follows necessarily ttom admitted facts. The fur seals being poly famous, 
and each male sufficient for from 30 to 60 females, and being able to secure to nimself 
that number, it follows that there must be at all times a larger number of super- 
fluous males, and the killing of them produces no permanent diminution of the 
number of tne herd. On the other hand, the killing of a single breeding female 
necessarily reduces pro tanto the normal numbers. 

An excessive killing of males might indeed tend toward a decrease if carried to 
such an extent as not to leave enough for the purpose of effectual impregnation of 
all the breeding females. The taking from these nerds of 100,000 males would not, 
if that were the only draft allowed, be excessive. This is evident from many con- 
siderations. 

(a) Those who, like the British commissioners, propose to allow pelagic sealing to 
such an extent as would involve the annual slaughter of at least 60,(^ females in 
addition to a slaughter of 60,000 young males on the breeding islands can not cer- 
tainly with the least consistency assert that the capture limited to 100,000 males 
would be excessive. Nor could they consistently assert this, even though the pelagic 
slaughter should be restricted (by some means which no one has yet suggested) to 
10,0% females. It requires no argument to show that the destruction of even that 
number would be rapidly disastrous to the herds. 

(d) And when we turn to the proofs, they are oondosive that prior to the practice 
upon any considerable scale of pela|^ic sealing the annual draft of 100,000 young 
males did not tend to a diminution ot numbers. 

(o) Of course, it is easily possible that the indiscriminate slaufhter effected by 
pelagic sealing may soon so rar reduce the birth rate as to make it difficult to obtain 
the annual draft of 100,000 young males. This draft, under such circumstances, 
would necessarily at once diminish the birth rate, for. the number of females bein^ 
less, a less number of males would be required. The number of the whole herd 
might be rapidly diminished by the slaughter of females and the consequent diminu- 
tion of the birth rate and still 100,000 males continue to be taken for a time without 
damage. How soon a point would be reached at which so large a draft of males 
from a constantly diminishing number of births would operate to produce an insuf- 
ficiency of males is a problem which from want of precise knowledge of the relative 
numbers of the sexes it would be difficult to solve. 

Hie British commissioners' report upon this subject is as follows : 

"The systematic and persistent hunting and slaughter of the fur seal of the North 
Pacific, both on the shore and at sea, has naturally and inevitably given rise to cer- 
tain ehanges in the habits and mode of life of that animal, which are of importance 
not only in themselves, but as indicating the effects of such pursuit and in show- 
ing in what particular this is injurious to seal life as a whole. Such changes doubt- 
less began more than a century ago, and some of them may be traced in uie histor- 
ical precis elsewhere given (section 782 et seq.). It is unfortunately true, however, 
that the disturbance to the normal course of seal life has become even more serious 
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in recent years, and that there is therefore no lack of material from which to study 
its character and efTect even at the present time.'' 

In the zeal of their advocacy on behalf of pelagic sealing and their denunciation 
of the methods in use on the islands the commissioners have experienced much and 
evident difficulty in framing their theory. If they admitted, in unqualitied terms, a 
decrease in number, the obvious deduction from the concession would be that the 
unlimited slaughter of females must bear the blame and burden of such a result. If, 
on the other hand, they should assert that the number actually increased, this would 
only be consistent with an approval of the methods in use on the land. Between 
this Scylla and this Chary bdis a way of escape must be found, and it was found. The 
ingenuity here displayed deserves full notice and acknowledgment. The joint report 
contains this statement : 

^* We find that since the Alaska purchase a marked diminution in the number of 
seals on and habitually resorting to the Pribilof Islands has taken place, that it has 
been cumulative in effect, and that it is the result of excessive killing by man.'' 

Bearing in mind that the fur seals forming the object of this controversy have no 
other home on land than the Pribilof Islands, and that the British commissioners them- 
selves concede that they, for the most part, breed on those islands ; bearing in mind, 
too, that these gentlemen have not yet discovered any other summer habitat for the 
seals, it would seem that this declaration is equivalent, in its fair sense and meaning, 
to a statement that the fur seals that frequent the .Ajnerican coaist and the Bering 
Sea have suffered a marked decrease. 

Perhaps it was so intended by the British, as it was by the United States commis- 
sioners; but if so, the former gentlemen have lost sight of their original intention 
and have been led to nice distinctions, which we shall now examine. 

That the seal, although ''essentially pelagic" (section 26), has not yet learned to 
breed at sea is not denied, although to the vision of the commissioners the prospect 
of such a transformation or evolution is evidently not very remote. We must, in 
Justice to them, quote one single passage, which admirably illustrates the compla- 
cency and self-confidence with which they wrest to their own purposes with unhesi- 
tating violence the laws of nature and the mysteries of ulterior evolution. If this 
quotation does not give » just idea of the imaginative powers of these officials 
nothing but a perusal of the whole of their work will do them justice : 

'' The changes in the habits and mode of life of the seals naturally divide them- 
selves into two classes, which may be considered separatelv. The first and most 
direct and palpable of these is that shown in the increased shyness and wariness of 
the animal, which, though always pelagic in its nature, has been forced by circum- 
stances to shun the land more than before, so that but for the necessity imposed upon 
it of seeking the shore at the season of birth of the young it might probably ere 
this have become entirely pelagic." 

An animiJ ''always pelagic,'" forced by circumstances to shun the land more than 
before, and which would become entirely pelagic long before this if it were not 
obliged to seek the shore for so trifling an object as giving birth to its young, deserves 
to be classed among the cnri(»sities of nature. The difference between animals (now) 
always pelagic and those (in the future) entirely pelagic may not readily be under- 
stood without explanation not vouchsafed. How can they be always pelagic if they 
are obliged to seek the land or perish, and why is it reasonable to talK of the prob- 
ability of their becoming something different from what they are when that con- 
jecture is based upon nothing but reckless and grotesque assumption f Of course, 
this and other specimens or affront to common sense are merely gratuitous and 
pointless vagaries. But the thesis must be sustained, viz, that the seals are not 
even amphibious animals; their resort to land is a merely accidental necessity, and 
therefore the United States can no more claim a right to or possession in them than 
in other "essentially pelagic animals," such as the whale, the codfish, or the turbot. 

If anything more were needed to emphasize the absurdity of this defiance of well- 
known facts and settled distinctions in the animal world we might still further cite 
the British commissioners on the subject of the seal pelage or shedding of hair. It 
seems that these pelagic animals were not endowed by nature with the proper skin 
to perform this function in their native element. Unless they can find a suitable 
place out of water they retain the old hair and disregard the laws which would compel 
an annua] shedding. Lest this seem an exaggeration, read their report citing Mr. 
Grebnitsky : "During the ' stagey' or shedding season their pelage becomes too thin 
to afford a suitable protection from the water." (See section 202; also 281, 631, 632.) 

It is hardly necessary to say that this theory, so gravely and seriously advanced, 
that the seal is naturally and essentially a pelagic animal, is utterly unsustained by 
evidence, is refuted by the language of the commissioners themselves, and disputed 
by elementary writers. It is only necessary to ascertain how naturalists define 
pelagic animals and then compare such definition with the known characteristics 
and rudimentary elements of seal life (see especially for this the books of Johns Hop- 
kins University). Besides, the unanimous and unquestioned testimony of the i^ents 
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for the GoTernment and the lessees shows that the fnr seals spend at leftst four 
months of the year ou the Pribilof Islands. 

Having found, with the American commissioners, a marked diminution in the num- 
ber of seals on and habitually resortine to the Pribilof Islands, the British commis- 
sioners proceed to show that the seals are more numerous than ever. They have, 
no doubt^ demonstrated this to their entire satisfaction on pages 72 and 73 of their 
report. Captain Warren they quote as saying that he noticed no diminution in the 
number of seals during the twenty years that he had been in that business, and, if 
any change at all, an increase (section 403). To the same effect Captain Lear}', who 
says that in Bering Sea they were more numerous tbau he had ever seen them (sec- 
tion 403), while Mr. Milne, collector of customs at Victoria, reports, what others 
have said to him, that owners and masters do not entertain the slightest idea that 
the seals are scarce (section 403). What a tribute this must be to the management of 
the Pribilof Islands if, notwithstanding the conceded destruction of gravid and nurs- 
ing females, these statements should be true. Capt. W. Cox took 1,000 seals in four 
days 100 miles to the westward of the Pribilof Islands (section 405). He found the 
seals much more plentilul in Bering Sea than he had ever seen them before. It would 
have added much to the interest of Captain Cox's statement if he had told us how 
many of these sealvgave evidence of having left their pups at home. 

The British commissioners multiply the evidence to snow that the general experi- 
ence as stated to them has been that seals were equally or more abundant at sea at 
the time of their extermination than they had been in former years. It is difficult 
to treat this with the respect that a report emanating from gentlemen of character 
and high official position should meet. £ither the statement in the Joint report is 
true and the assumption of an increase is ontme, or vice versa. In view of the evi- 
dence that these seals have no other home than the Pribilof Islands, it is plain, 
beyond the necessity of demonstration, that all the seals killed by Captain Cox and 
others in the Bering Sea were inhabitants of those islands, and the testimony only 
goes to show that the mothers do go out to sea a hundred miles or more, as is sworn 
to by the witnesses for the United States, and that it is while they are on the feeding 
grounds, or searching abroad for food, that they are captured by the Canadian poach- 
ers. If this is not so, then let the commissioners or those advocating their views 
tell us where these seals slaughtered by Captain Cox and others found their '^ sum- 
mer habitat.^' 

Any pretense that the seals are decreasing at home~i. e., where they live through 
the summer, and breed, and nurse, and shed their hair — and at the same time are 
increasing in the sea is simply an absurdity. It would have added much to the value 
of the testimony of all thcHO masters if they had not sedulously avoided stating the 
sex of the animals that they killed. 

There is one, and one explanation only, of this, and that explanation makes the 
stories above quoted plausible. The pelagic sealers were engaged in hunting nurs- 
ing mothers ou the feeding grounds, where those animals are found in large numbers. 
The decrease proved, and indeed admitted to exist (see joint report), had not yet 
been so great as to be manifest to those sealers who were so fortunate as to fall in 
with a number of females either intent upon finding the food necessary to produce a 
flow of milk or sleeping on the surface of the water after feeding. 

And here we may note another illustration of the thesis and its advocacy. Having 
satisfied themselves that pelagic sealing rather operated to increase the supply or 
seals they remembered that the killing of young males was objectionable and likely 
to result in extermination, and thereupon discovered the fact that " a meeting of 
natives was held'' at which the aborigines unanimously expressed the opinion that 
the seals had diminished and would continue to diminish from year to yc^ar (an 
opinion, too plain, we think, for argument), but they at once assign the reason, which 
is not the killing of many females, but the extraordinary fact that " all the male seals 
had been slaughtered without allowing any to come to maturity upon the breeding 
grounds." (Section 438.) 

Having thus proved that the seals were in a flourishing condition of increase, and 
that they were decreasing in an alarming degree, the conclusion is reached that the 
decrease is on the land and the increase m the water: 

''The general effect of these changes in the habits of the seals is to minimize the 
number to be seen at any one time on the breeding islands, while the average num- 
ber to be fovnd at sea, at least proportionately, though perhaps in face of a genefal 
decrease in the number of seals, not absolutely increased.'' (Section 445 of British 
Commissioners' Report.) 

Would it be irrelevant to inquire what was the ''summer habitat" of the numer- 
ous seals slaughtered by Captain Warren, Captain Leary, and Captain Coxf Were 
they not all of the Pribilof family f Did not the commissioners, who quoted Captain 
Cox to the effect that he had, no doubt in true sportsmanlike fashion, with a shot^ 
gun, killed 250 seals a day for four days, know that the enormous majority of these 
were nursing mothers whose pups were starving at home f (Argument of the United 
States. D. 288.^ 
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PBLAaiO SBALmO, OLOSK SEASON, BTO. 

That many honest and patriotic men have differed in their opinions 
about the true cause of the destruction and threatened total extinction 
of the Alaskan fur seal is not to be denied; for, unfortunately, the rival 
interests have been so many and so diverse, and the seal islands are so 
far beyond the reach and ken of the public, that it has been very diffi- 
cult to get at the plain truth of the matter as it really exists. Above 
all the theories advanced, however, there are two facts which are most 
intimately connected witn the discussion, which never should be lost 
sight of if we would understand the matter thoroughly. 

First. That from 1835, when the Bussians first prohibited the further 
killing of the female seals, to 1884, when the pelagic sealers became 
numerous and powerful, the seal herds grew and flourished and the 
rookeries expanded notwithstanding long drives and other barbarous 
methods continued until the United States purchased Alaska; and that 
from 1868 to 1886 an average annual killing of 100,000 young males was 
made before a sign of decrease or diminution appeared on the islands. 

Second. In spite of all that has been said and reiterated against the 
lessees' management of the islands and the methods pursued for so 
many years in caring for the rookeries and the seals, in driving and 
killing, and the waste of seal life resulting therefrom, it must be 
admitted that under this same management (which has been the same, 
practically for twenty-flve years), the seals increased steadily from 1868 
to 1884, or until the pelagic sealers appeared in force in Bering Sea. 

These are facts that have been proved beyond the possibility of a 
doubt, and although interested or meddlesome parties may and often 
do make wild charges and unreliable statements about bad manage- 
ment, bad methods, and barbarity in the driving and killing of the sefds, 
there is not a shadow of truth in the stories, nor has any honest man 
who ever lived on the seal islands ever said or thought of anything of 
the sort. 

The word " monopoly ^ is often used for the purpose of bringing odium 
on the seal question when facts are lacking, but the truth is that, despite 
all the wicked and idle insinuations thrownout in that way, the leasing 
of the seal islands to a responsible company was the best as well as the 
most prudent thing the Government could have done under the circum- 
stances, as the result showed before the pelagic sealer appeared to inter- 
fere with the prosperity of the rookeries which had been fostered and 
built up by the wise management of the lessees. 

As an answer to the fault-finder who proclaims the destruction of the 
seals through the mismanagement of a monopoly, I will quote from the 
island records the number of seals actually killed for their skins on 
the islands during the twenty years' lease of the Alaska Commercial 
Company, and also the number of skins which were rejected or lost 
out of all that were killed. 

LSenate Sz. Doe. No. 107, Fifty -eecond CongreM, second session, appendix.] 

Total number of $eals hilled for their ehins hy the Usieeefrom 1870 to 1889^ hoih ifuilueive. 

St.Panl 1,463,907 

Si. G«orge 318,120 

Total 1,782,027 

Total number ofekins rejected from 9ame, 

St. Paul 2,480 

St. George 828 

Total 3,108 
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In other words, for every 1,000 seals kflled by the lessees, during * 
their twenty years' lease, there was a loss of If skins. 

As these figures were compiled by me, originally, from the books 
kept on both of the seal islands, I know they can not be denied or sac- 
oessftiUy contradicted, and I respe^^tfuUy submit them, and the lesson 
they teach, to the most careful consideration of the Department. 

Lest some critic may say I have not quoted all the figures, let me add 
right here that I am speaking of the large young males which were 
actually killed for their skins to make up the lessees, annual quota, and 
of those only. 

That the natives killed, for food, 99,684 young male seals during the 
same twenty years (in addition to pups), and that 27,690 of the skins 
were rejected, is true; but the lessees are notblamablefor that, for they 
had nothing whatever to do with it, and consequently I have counted 
only the skins of the seals killed during the regular seaUng season and 
before the seals became "stagy.'' 

Most of the seals killed for natives' food were taken during the 
^^ stagy " season, hence the rejection of so many of the skins. 

This is why I have repeatedly advised in this and former reports 
that no killing for any purpose should be permitted during the "stagy" 
season. 

The management of the seal islands, and the care bestowed on the 
seals by the lessees and their agents, are matters of history into which 
it is not necessary to enter, because the above figures show far more 
eloquently and conclusively than words of mine could that that must 
of necessity be a well-managed business which can make such a show- 
ing at the end of twenty years. 

Only 7 rejected skins out of every 4,000 seals killed is a record for 
good and careful management that the lessees may very well be proud 
of, and it is a withering reply to all the idle story-tellers who have 
attempted from time to time to make the world believe that careless- 
ness and brutality united in driving the seals hurriedly to the killing 
grounds, leaving hundreds dead on the road, and that bad manage- 
ment, corruption, and dishonesty reigned supreme on the seal islands. 

In another part of this report I have given a table showing the num- 
ber of seal skins actually recorded as sold as a result of pelagic sealing 
from 1868 to 1894, both ijiclusive, which shows the gradual increase of 
the catch from year to year as the sealing fleet increased in numbers 
and efQciency, until the 4,367 skins taken in 1868 have grown into 
121,143 in 1894. 

To further illustrate the growth of i>elagic sealing and the havoc it 
has wrought on the seal herd I will now insert another table comparing 
the numbers taken on the Pribilof Islands with those taken on the open 
sea from 1890 to 1894, both inclusive. 



Year. 


OAcial. 
PribUof la- 
lands. 


OfBoial, pe-. 
lagic catoh, 
as entered in 
United States 
and Victoria 
(British Co- 
lumbia) cus- 
tom-honaea. 


As corrected 

by trade 

sales, adding 

skins shipped 

Tia Sues 

Canal. 


1800.. 


90.006 

18,482 

7,640 

7,600 

16,081 


61.814 
00,788 
73,804 
78,088 
121,143 


«60.000 


1801 


«75,000 


1802 


«85.000 


1803 


100,660 


1894 


142,000 






Total 


65,667 


804,222 


471,660 






a Estimated. 
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Those taken on tbe islands, it is hardly necessary to say, were yonng 
males — the surplus males of tlie herd, those taken at sea were taken 
indiscriminately, without regard to sex, and were mostly gravid females 
or nursing mothers whose young perished too. 

The official figures for the Pribilof Islands catch are taken from the 
Treasury agents' annual reports on file in the Department. The official 
figures of the pelagic catch are based on the reports of the collectors of 
customs at San Francisco, Astoria, Port Townsend, and other ports 
in the United States, and at Victoria, British Columbia, and, Ibr some 
of the years, from the London trade sales of pelagic skins. 

There is every reason to believe that the real number of pelagic skins 
taken during the five years last named aggregate 500,000, and if we 
consider the loss sustained by the wounding and sinking of seals that 
are never secured, the numbers would run up to three-quarters of a 
million destroyed, lost to the United States, in five years. 

But let us take only what are given officially as entered in United 
States and Victoria (British Columbia) custom-houses, 394,222, and 
allow that only 50 per cent of them were females, or, say, 200,000 
mothers, one-half of whose pups were "cutout alive'' and thrown over- 
board at sea, and the other half of whose pups starved to death on the 
rookeries, then the account would run thus: 

Male seals kUled 194,222 

Gravid females 100,000 

Pups "cut out of same " 100, 000 

Mothers in milk 100,000 

Pups starved on rookeries 100, 000 

Total 594,222 

But coming back once more to the bare official figures es given by 
the collectors of customs, what do they teach us! 

They show on their face that the pelagic sealers are reaping the 
wealth of the seal herd while the United States are paying all the 
expenses; that during the existence of the modus vivendi, when it was 
agreed that all parties should cease killing seals until an impartial 
inquiry and investigation could be made, the United States lived up to 
the agreement, and the pelagic sealer increased his fleet and killed more 
seals than he ever killed before. 

In 1800, on the discovery of the decrease on the rookeries, we imme- 
diately reduced our catch from the regular annual quota of 100,000 to 
20,995, but the pelagic sealer continu^ on his cruise and captured in 
the whole North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea 51,814 skins. 

In 1891 our catch amounted to 13,482; the pelagic sealer, in spite of 
pledge, promise, law, and two armed fleets, captured nearly 70,000. 

In 1892, with the modus vivendi thoroughly understood by our agents 
on the islands, we took 7,549 seals to feed the natives of the seal islands 
as per agreement with Great Britain, and the pelagic sealer, in defiance 
of all law, took 73,394. . 

In 1893, still abiding by the terms of the modus vivendi, we took 
7,600, and the pelagic sealer took 109,000. (These figures include seals 
killed on the Asiatic side of the North Pacific Ocean.) 

It was in 1893 the Tribunal of Arbitration met at Paris, and, after 
carefully reviewing the whole situation and the questions at issue, a 
decision was rendered and regulations suggested for the settlement of 
the Bering Sea question and for the protection of the fur seals. 

The full text of the award will be found in the Appendix. 

With the Tribunal of Arbitration, and the questions of national and 
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international law decided by it, I have nothing to do; bat with all that 
appertains to the practical side of the seal question and the measures 
which should be adopted for the absolute protection of the seals, I have 
to do, and I say, without the least hesitation, that the regulations 
adopted for that express purpose by the Tribunal of Arbitration are a 
failure. 

That the two great nations directly interested in the questions laid 
before the tribunal were honestly anxious to have a definite and mutually 
satisfactory settlement is not to be doubted; that the questions at issue 
were fully and ably presented by counsel on both sides can not be dis- 
puted; that our own representatives were in full possession of all the 
facts and testimony, and that they had a thorough knowledge and grasp 
of the actual situation is shown by the able manner in which they pre- 
sented their case and met the arguments of opposing counsel, and yet 
notwithstanding all this, regulations have been made professedly for 
the protection of the seals but practically for the benefit of the pelagic 
sealer. 

No better proof of this could be given than the official figures already 
quoted for 1894— a total pelagic catch in the North Pacific Ocean and 
Bering Sea, from shore to shore, of 142,000 seals, while only 16,031 were 
killed on the Pribilof Islands from August, 1893, to August. 1894. 

Let it be remembered, too, that out of a total of 95 vessels employed 
in pelagic sealing only 37 entered Bering Sea in 1894, and yet, in about 
five vreeks, these 37 vessels killed over 7,000 seals more than were taken 
by the 95 vessels on the American side of the North Pacific Ocean, 
exclusive of Bering Sea, in four months, from January to April, inclusive. 

That the regulations have already accomplished much good in the 
Pacific Ocean outside of Bering Sea is finely admitted; but so long as 
they allow the same seals to be killed in August in Bering Sea which 
they protected in May, June, and July in the Pacific Ocean they can 
not be of permanent benefit to the herd as a whole. The fault is not 
the fault of the Tribunal of Arbitration nor of any of the American 
gentlemen in any way connected with it, for they very clearly showed 
that extermination would be the result of pelagic sealing in Bering Sea 
at any time frrom May to September, as the following extracts from 
argument of American counsel will show: 

PBLAOIC SSAUNO. 

The British oommisBionerB, in their report (seotion 182), eay the coast catoh is made 
from Febraary to June, inclnsiye, five months, while the Bering Sea catoh is taken 
daring Jnly, Angnst, and part of September, or two months and a half. 

For each of the 96 vessels engaged in the coast sealing, the average per month is 
113, while the monthly average for each of the 86 vessels entering Bering Sea is 290. 

It is at once apparent that sealing in Bering Sea is over twice as damaging to the 
seal herd as sealing in the North Pacific, and that in three years 8,000 more seals were 
taken in Bering Sea than along the coast in half the time by a fleet numbering ten 
vessels less than the coast fleet. 

Certain witnesses examined bv the United States give sufficient data to show the 
time occupied is sealing along the coast and that occn|>ied in Bering Sea, also the 
eatches made in each place, respectively, and in manv instances fche distance from the 
islands at which seals were taken. These have all been collated and arranged in 
the form of a table, an examination of which will show that thev fully corroborate 
the statement that pelagic sealing is much more damagingin Bering Sea than in the 
North Pacific. The first four witnesses were examined at Victoria. The page refer- 
ences are to the United States case, Appendix, Vol. II. 

Such data as these appearing in the above table can not be found in the deposi- 
tions appearing in the British counter case. It is unfortunate that this important 
matter should have been left out of the British testimony. 

This testimony further corroborates the statement of the British commissionerH 
that the Bering Sea is not entered until about the 1st of July. 
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Of the pelagic sealers examined by the United States ( United States case, Appendix, 
Vol, III PP' 313-507, inclusive) 79 ffive testimony as to the time they entered Bering 
Sea. Or this namber 68 entered the sea after June 20 and 61 entered between July I 
and July 15. 

Of the 316 depositions taken by Great Britain and printed in the British counter 
case (Api>endix, Vol. II) but 5 give the time of entenng Bering Sea. One of these 
(Miner, p. 113) gives the time as '*the latter part of June;" 2 (Uartiven, p. 112, and 
Figuera, p. 125) ''early in July;'' and the 2 others (Gandin, p. Ill, and Luljens, p. 
121), "July 20." 

From the testimony stated above, it is evident why Great Britain failed to examine 
witnesses on this point, since the British commissioners proposed as a restrictive reg- 
ulation that Bering Sea should not be entered before the let of July, and the Britidi 
counsel, in presenting a scheme for regulations to the tribunal, incorporated the same 
suggestion therein. It scarcely seems i>os8ible, in face of the evidence that sealing 
does not usually begin in Bering!; Sea until July, that Gre»t Britain's advisers can 
really believe that it would restrict pelagic sealing to prohibit the sealers from doing 
what they have never done, do not do, and never would do. 

Of the sealers examined by the United States and Great Britain, 29 suggest a defi- 
nite period for a close time. They are arranged below in the form of a table, show- 
ing the months in which the^ think pelagic sealing should be prohibitod. The first 
7 were examined by Great Britain, and their depositions are included in the British 
counter case. (Appendix, Vol. II.) The remainder were examined by the United 
States, and their statements appear in the United States case. (Appendix, Vol. II). 

These men, being pelagic sealers, know what months sealing is injurious to the 
seal herd. If, therefore, the advice of all these witnesses were followed, every 
month in the year would be closed to pelagic sealing. 

Tabulation of opinions of pelagic §eaUr$, showing during what months protection is needed 

in Bering 8ea, 



An examination of the foregoing table shows that as to some months all are sub- 
stantially agreed that sealing should l)e prohibited if the seals are to be preserved. 
These months are July and August, the principal sealing months in Bering Sea. 

All the 29 include July, except one, who thinks the close season should end on 
July 15. 

Twenty-four, or four-fifths of the witnesses, include August, and 17 include Sep^ 
tember in their proposed close season. 
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On the facts above stated the United States claim that the following propositions 
have been demonstrated beyond refutation : 

(1) That female seals 2 years old and oyer are pregnant at all times when found in 
the waters of Bering Sea. 

(2) That the nnrsing females are the only class of seals which feed to any extent 
while pelagic sealing is carried on in Bering Sea. 

(3) That the nursing females are taken in large numbers over 50 milas from the 
islands. 

(4) That the seal pups are not weaned until after the sealing season has closed in 
Bering Sea. 

(5) That the killing of a nnrsing female in Bering Sea destroys at least two lives, 
namely, the femiUe and the fetus; and it is an irresistible conclusion that the pup 
left upon the islands by the female killed also perishes (see paper directed particu- 
larly to that subject). 

(6) That in point of numbers alone sealing in Bering Sea is over twice as destruc- 
tive to seal life as sealing in the North Paciflo. 

(7) That the sealing season in Bering Sea comprises only the months of July, 
August, and a part of September. 

(8) That all the sealers examined by the United States and Great Britain as to the 
months when sealing should be prohibited include July in the close season proposed, 
and nearly all include August. 

(9) That to open Bering Sea during the months of July and August, with a pro- 
tective zone of 20 miles about the Pribilof Islands, as proposed by Great Britain, 
would mean the extermination of the seal herd. 

(10) That absolute prohibition of pelagic sealing at all times in the whole Bering 
Sea east of the 180 degrees meridian from Greenwich is necessary to preserve the 
Alaskan seals. (Notes for United States counsel, p. 10.) 

RBOULATIOI78. 
[Extract from Senator Morgan's opinion.] 

I will now state, as I gather from all the evidence before us, what is the evil that 
these Governments have found to be so threatening to seal life in the Alaskan herd 
as to draw them into an agreement that it should be repressed by their concurrent 
action. 

I will not attempt to examine again the details of the evidence so thoroughly pre- 
sented and with such Judicial impartiality b^ Mr. Justice Harlan. I can find no flaw or 
omission in his careful statements of the evidence, or in the conclusions that he drew 
from it as to matters of fact. I believe that he stated the exact truth of the situa- 
tion, and I fully concur in his treatment of the subject and in the conclusions that 
he has reached. 

The present situation, as I understand it, is as follows, as shown by a comparison 
of the Pribilof and pelagic catches : ^ 



Year. 


Pribilof 
Islands. 


Total 


1800 


21.28i 
12,071 
7,500 
7,500 


61,655 

68,000 

73,394 

a80,000 


1891 


18OT 


1888 


Total 


48,805 


278.040 



a Estimated. 

In 1889 the Pribilof catch was 102,617, which fell off to 21,234 in 1890, and this was 
all that the islands would yield of killable seals, leavinj|[ a deficit as compared with 
the previous year of 81,379 seals upon the islands. If this contrast in the number of 
seals that could be taken on the islands in 1889 and 1890 was due to the overkillinff 
of males on the islands and not to pelagic sealing, the falling off of numbers would 
have been indicated in each of the six years prior to 1889. No one has asserted such 
a fact, and we know that a male seal must be of 6 years old before he is able to take 
up and maintain a harem on the rookeries. So that this falling off between 1889 and 
1890, if it was due to an excessive killing of males, must have occurred at least as 
early as 1882. This is not true, and no one pretends that it is. The killing of 51,665 
seals that the pelagic hunters got, and at least three-fold that number, including 

1 These figures, cited by Senator Morgan, include seals taken off the Asiatic coast 
of the North Pacific Ocean. 
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those that were lost, must have reachecl 300,000 seals that were destroyed. Of this 
number three-fourths were females, that are not killable seals on the islands and are 
not counted in the Pribilof catch. 

The Terification of this calculation is almost perfect In 1892, when the pelagic 
sealers took 73,000 seals, and in 1891, when they took 68,000. The dose approxima- 
tion of these figures shows that the loss of the seals on the islands was due to pelagic 
sealing and not to the want of virility in the hulls on the breeding grounds or to any 
other cause. 

That the process which has actually depleted the seal herd in four years to the 
extent of 56»,066 (273.000 of which were females) is an evil that requires to be reme- 
died, for the sake of the protection and preservation of seal life, no one can doubt, 
as it seems to me. This progressive depletion of this herd of seals can not fail to 
destroy them very soon, and, in the meantime, to deprive the United States of all 
possible a<lvantage and compensation derived firom its efforts to save the species. 
What the United States has done, or omitted to do, to deserve treatment at the hands 
of this tribunal that will expose its lawful industries to ruin, its revenues to deple- 
tion, and its wards on the Pribilof Islands to the loss of their only valuable industry 
will be an inquii^ that will seriously challenge the justice of such an award, in the 
estimate of the civilized world. 

The evil to be provided against by this tribunal is, clearly, pelagic sealing with 
firearms. 

If there is, or has been, any detriment to the seal herd firom the treatment of the 
United States, on the islands, the facts on this subject were not unknown to Great 
Britain when the treaty was made and before ratifications were exchanged. This 
subject was not referred to in any of the correspondence between the Qovemments, 
and the treaty is silent as to this supposed mismanagement. 

Will the tribunal, in such a case, make an obiection to protecting and preserving the 
fur seals on the water because Great Britain has not thought it proper or necessary 
to call the methods into question, or the United States into account for its manner of 
dealing with that subject on landf True, if it can be shown that the depletion of 
the herd is due to that cause, and not to pelagic huutinff, that is a just and proper 
inquiry. If it is due to both causes, this tribunal will deal with the pelagic evil, 
that is submitted to its consideration, and leave it to the nations concerned in the 
protection of seal life to deal with the evil on land. 

If the United States are not so wise in caring for the seals on land as the pelagic 
hunters are in caring for them at sea, as seems to be asserted, they are quite as 
earnest in the wish to do so. They destroy no female seals, while the pelagic hunter 
never spares one. They do not fire upon the breeding rookeries when the seals are 
massed, many of them asleep, with double-barreled shotguns and buckshot car- 
tridges. Tliey do not kill indiscriminatelv all seals that come in sight. 

The United States permit no female seals to be killed; while 75 per cent of those 
killed by the nelagic nunter are females heavy with young and almost helpless. 

In that conaltion, as well as in accordance with a law of their nature, which is an 
important fact in connection with their domesticity, the female fur seals require a 
great deal of sleep. When asleei), they turn upon their backs, fold their nipi>erB 
over their breasts, and curving their hind flippers upward, they form their bodies as 
a sort of boat, the spinal column representing the keel. They can only breathe 
the upper air; they can not, like a fish, extract air from the water. After inhaling 
the air the nostrils close firmly together, and the air, heated by their bodies, expands 
and buoys them up. They seldom breathe oftoner than once in fifteen minutes, and, 
when diving^ they need not return to the surface for air oftener than every thirty 
minutes. We know nothing of their habits at night while in the ocean. On land 
they are so boisterous at night with their bowlings that sleep would seem to be 
impossible, except from sheer exhaustion. They have not a keen vision, and the 
sunlight is painful to them, so that they leave the land and go to sea on days that 
are bright. This causes them to seek a summer home in a place where fogs and rains 
prevail. Yet they must have warmth. Nature has amply provided for this necessity 
by giving them a double coating of thick, strong hair, and of the thickest and finest 
ftir that was ever bestowed upon any species of animals. It is as impervious to 
water as the down of an eider duck. The pups are bom without this fur, and hence 
their aversion to swimmine until it has grown out; and this detains them on land 
for four months, at least, during which period they can subsist only on the milk of 
the cow seals. While their vision is not keen, their auditory organs and sense of 
smell are exceedingly acute. They are attracted by sounds as few other animals 
are. In this faculty they make a close approach to the endowments of mankind. 
Sir John Thompson is amused at an account, read by Bir. Justice Harlan, of the 
seals being attracted in great numbers near to the shore at Hoy by the ringing of a 
church bell. In his credulous sport over this incident Sir John forgot that it is the 
personal observation of Mr. Low, one of the greatest naturalists who ever lived, 
the friend and companion of Cuvier, and is more than confirmed by M. Peron, whom 
France has honored in the most conspicuous way. His abilities as a naturalist, 
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acquainted intimately with seal life, are as far in advance of those of Professor 
Elliott, from whom Lord Hannen quotes with much satisfaction, as Napoleon was in 
advance of the Sioux chieftain, Sitting Bull, as a military genius. 

I will presentl;^ quote something further about fur seals from Mr. Peron. 

1 know Mr. Elliott, whom the British Government has dubbed "professor." I have 
respect for his character and sprightliness. He is a painter in water colors of no 
mean pretensions, but his use of color does not stop with his canvas. It enters into 
all he says, and makes him too vivid ^n enthusiast for a safe reliance on (questions of 
measurements, statistics, and cold facts. Mr. Elliott was out on the Pribilof Islands 
on the 10th of July, 1890, taking field notes, which, to be of any value, should be free 
from all romantic conjecture. The following is one of his highly colored extracts from 
his report of that day : 

"In company with Mr. Goff and Dr. Lutz I made my plotting of the breeding seak 
as they lay on the Reef and Garbotch to-day. Here at the very heip^ht of the ureed- 
Ing season, when the masses were most compact and uniform in their distribution in 
1872-1874, 1 find the animals as they lay to-day, scattered over twice and thrice as 
mucb ground, as a rule, as the same number would occupy in 1872 — scattered because 
the virile bulls are so few in number and the service which they render so delayed or 
impotent. In other words, the cows are restless ; not being served when in heat, 
they seek other bulls by hauling out in green Jagged points of massing (as is shown 
by the chart) up from their landing belts. This nnuatural action of the cows, or 
rather unwonted movement, has cansed the pups aiready to form small pods every- 
where, even where the cows are most abundant, which shadows to me the truth of 
the fact that in five days or a week from date the scattering coinpleteljr of the rook- 
ery organizatitm will be thoroughly done. It did not take place until the 20th to 
the 25th of Jnly, 1872. In 1872 these cows were promptly met with the service which 
they craved on the rookery ground. The scattering of these old bulls to-day over so 
large an area is due to extreme feebleness and combined in many cases to a recollec- 
tion of no distant day when they had previously hanled thtis far out on this very 
ground surrounded by bareness, though all is vacant and semi-grass grown under 
and around them now.'' (Dissenting opinions, Harlan and Morgan, pp. 106, 109.) 

It is assumed throughout the report of the British commissioners thatpelai^ic seal- 
ing is not necessarily destructive, and that, under regulation, the prosecution of it 
need not involve the extermination of the herds. This assumption and the evidence 
bearing upon it will be elsewhere particularly treated in what we mav have to say 
upon the subject of regulations. It will there be shown that it is not only destructive 
in its tendency, but that, if permitted, It will complete the work of piratical exter- 
mination in a verv short period of time. But so far as it is asserted that a restricted 
and regulated pelagic sealing is consistent with the moral laws of nature and should 
be allowed, the argument has a bearing upon the claim of the United Statues of a 
propertv interest, and should be briefly considered here. Let it be clearly under- 
stood, then, just what pelagic sealing is, however restricted or regulated. And we 
shall now describe it by those features of it which are not disputed or disputable. 

We pass by the shocking cruelty and inhumanity, with its sickening details of 
bleating and crying offspring falling upon the decks from the bellies of mothers 
as they are ripped open, and of white milk flowing in streams mingled with blood. 
These enormities which, if attempted within the territory of a civilized State, would 
speedily be made the subjects of criminal punishment, are not relevant, or are less 
relevant, in the discussion of the mere question of property. 

It is not contended that in pelagic sealing (1) there can be any selective killing, 
or (2) that a great excess of females over males is not slain, or (3) that a great num- 
ber of victims perish from wounds without being recovered, or (4) that in most cases 
the females killed are not either heavy with young or nursing mothers, or (5) that 
each and every of these incidents can not be avoided by the selective killing which 
is practiced on the breeding islands. We do not stop to discuss the idle questions 
whether this form of slaughter will actually exterminate the herds or how long it 
may take to complete the destruction. It is enough for the present purpose to say 
that it is simple destruction. It is destmctive because it does not make or aim to 
make its draft upon the increase, whitfh consists of the superfluous males, but, by 
taking females, strikes directly at the stock, and strikes at the stock in the most 
damaging way, by destroying unborn and newly born pups, together with their 
mothers. Whoever undertakes to set up a moral right to prosecute this mode of 
slaughter on the ground that it will not necessarily result in complete destruction 
must maintain that while it may be against the law of nature to work complete 
destruction, it is yet lawful to destroy. But what the law of nature forbids is anv 
destruction at all unless it is necessary. To destroy a little and to destroy much 
are the same crimes. 

If there were even something less than a right, or rather some low degree of right — 
for nothing other than rights can be taken notice of here — some mere convenience, 
it might be worthy of consideration ; but there is none. It can not even be said that 
pelagic sealing may furnish to the world a seal skin at a lower price. Nothing can 
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be plainer than that it is the most expensive mode of oaptaring sealB. It reqairee 
the ezpenditnre of a vast sum in vessels, boats, appliances, and haman labor, which 
is all unnecessary, becaase the entire increase can be reaped without them. This 
unnecessary expense is a charge upon the consumer, and must be reimbursed in the 
price he pays. In no way can i>elagic sealine result in a cheapening of the product, 
except upon the assumption that the stock of seals is inexhaustible aud that the 
amount of the pelagic catch is an addition to the total catch, which might be made 
on the land if capture were restricted to the land ; and this assumption is admitted 
on all hands, and even by the commissioners of Great Britain, to be untrue. 

If there were any evil, or inconvenience even, to be apprehended from a confine- 
ment of the capture of the seals to the breedin|( places, it might serve to arrest atten- 
tion ; but there is none. Much is said, indeed, in the report of the commissioners of 
Great Britain concerning a supposed monopoly which would thus be secured, as is 
pretended, to the lessees of the breeding islands, which would enable them to exact 
an excessive price for skins ; but this notion is wholly erroneous. (Argument of the 
United States counsel, p. 98.) 

The whole herd owes its existence not merely to the care and protection but to 
the forbearance of the United States Government within its exclusive Jurisdiction. 
While the seals are upon the United States territory during the season of reproduc- 
tion and nurture that Government might easily destroy tne herd by killing them 
all, at a considerable immediate profit. From such a slaughter it is bound to refrain, 
if the only object is to preserve the animals long enoush to enable them to be exter- 
minated by foreigners at sea. If that is to be the result, it would be for the interest 
of the Government, and plainly within its right and powers, to avail itself at once 
of such present vi^ne as its property possesses, if the future product of it can not 
be preserved. Can there be more conclusive proof than this of such lawful posses- 
sion and control as constitutes property, and alone produces and continues the exist* 
ence of the subject of itf 

The justice and proprietv of these propositions, their necessity to the general 
interests of mankind, and the foundation upon which they rest in the original prin- 
cii>les from which rights of ownership are derived, have been clearly and forcibly 
pointed out by Mr. Carter. (Argument of the United States counsel, p. 134.) 

Thus it will be seen that the danger menacing the seals in Bering 
Sea by hunting in July, August, and September was well understood 
by American counsel at Paris, and pointed out by them to the arbi- 
trators with rare ability and conciseness. 

As I write, the Congressional Becord of December 12 is on my desk 
with a letter from Mr. Elliott in which he speaks very disparagingly of 
our agents and counsel at Paris, and of their lack of knowledge of the 
subject-matter before the Tribunal of Arbitration, thus: 

At the time these articles of the Paris award were published immense stress was 
laid upon the fact that firearms were (prohibited in Bering Sea by our agents, who 
declare that this prohibition would discourage and break up the business of the 
pelagic sealer. Tney were strangely ignorant of the truth in the matter, at least 
the lawyers were, and they had nobodv on our side with them at Paris who really 
knew anything about the life and habits of the seals, who could teach them better. 

That they were neither infallible nor omnipotent is freely admitted; 
that they may have made some mistakes may be true; but that they 
left behind them in America an equal number of men knowing one- 
half as much as what they k&ew about seals has not been, nor can it 
be, shown. 

If mistakes have been made at all they were made when we first 
agreed to arbitrate the questions that have since been decided against 
us by the Tribunal of Arbitration ; arid it is now too late to enter into 
idle discussions, criminations, and recriminations as to who was right 
and who was wrong. 

Having once put our case into the hands of the tribunal, we must abide 
by its decision until we can with honor and dignity, worthy our country, 
bring about other arrangements. 

That the regulations, made in good faith, do not accomplish all that 
was expected of them is so patent to everyone that it needs no discus- 
sion here, and the proper steps ought to be taken as soon as possible 
to remedy their dfefects. 

Of one thing we may rest assured, and that is that August aud Sep- 
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tember— bat Aagnst by all means— sboald have been inclnded in the 
<^ close time," if the seals are to be saved from extinction. 

It is in August the harems, or families, are broken up on the rookeries, 
and the mother seals go away from the islands to distances of from 80 
to 200 miles after food and rest; and it is in Angust they sleep soundest 
and longest, after gorging themselves with the first fuU meal they have 
had time to secure since June. In August and September the weather 
is usually favorable in Bering Sea, and the pelagic hunter, having a 
license to work and nothing to fear, goes in among the sleeping mother 
seals and quietly spears them until his vessel is loaded with skins, and 
want of room for more admonishes him to stop. 

That the seals have steadily decreased since 1884; that much of the 
decrease is due to the slaughter of the females by pelagic hunters; 
that the rookeries are in about the same depleted condition that they 
were in 1834, after a long period of female slaughter by the Eussians; 
that the remedy applied then must be applied now if we would save 
the fur seals from total extinction, and build up and replenish the rook- 
eries, are self-evident propositions and cannot be denied. 

There is no time to debate mere questions of detail, and we are all 
agreed, I think, that on the absolute safety and continued protection .of 
the female seal depends the perpetuation of the species. So well has 
this been understood and appreciated 8ince^l835 that no female seal 
has been, knowingly, killed on the seal islands in Bering Sea for the 
past sixty years. 

It makes but little difference now as to whose theory was the correct 
one when guessing was in order; nor does it matter much as to whether 
spears or shotguns are used in killing mother seals, or whether they 
are killed in the North Pacific Ocean or in Bering Sea; the only ques- 
tion worth considering in this matter of fur seaJs just now is '<How can 
we prevent the killing of femalesf ' 

Fortunately the declarations made by the Tribunal of Arbitration 
suggest the most practicable way of solving the problem; and, with 
the consent of Great Britain, we can solve it immediately. 

The Tribunal of Arbitration has declared that: 

In view of the oritioal condition to which it appears certain that the race of fVir 
seals is now rednced in oonspqnence of cironmstances not fully known^ the arbitra- 
tors think fit to recommend both Governments to come to an understanding in order 
to prohibit any killing of fur seals, either on land or at sea, for a period of two or 
three years, or at least one year, subject to such exceptions as the two Goyem- 
ments might think proper to admit of. 

Such a measure might be recurred to at occasional intervals if found beneficial. 

" In the spirit of that declaration, and being only too well aware of the 
present ''critical condition of the race of fiir seals," and fully appreciat- 
ing the importance of immediate action, if they are to be saved fi*om 
extinction, I respectfully offer the following suggestions: 

(1) That the XJnited States Government shall officially notify Oreat 
Britain of the failure of the ''regulations" to adequately protect the 
seals from the destructive work of the pelagic sealer. 

(2) That Oreat Britain shall be requested to join with the United 
States in establishing a modus vivendi until, jointly, they arrange to 
have the cooperation of both Russia and Japan in making regulations 
for the proper protection of the seal herds comiog to the islands or 
territory of each. 

(3) That during the time set apart for the modus vivendi no sealing 
vessels shall be cleared for sealing purposes, nor shall seals be taken 
anywhere in the North Pacific Ocean or in Bering Sea, excepting what 
may be taken by the Indians on the American and British Columbian 

H. Boo. 92, pt. 2 6 
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coasts for food, aud by the natives of the Pribilof Islands for necesssry 
food, fuel, and clothing, as was done daring the last modas vivendi. 

(4) That Congress shall be asked for an appropriation to defray the 
expenses of a commission of at least three competent and disinterested 
men, whose duty it shall be to visit all the seal islands and breeding 
rookeries in the Bering and Okhotsk seas, and any others whose seals 
range in either of those seas or in the North Pacific Ocean; to make a 
thorough investigation of fur-seal life, and to collect testimony bearing 
on the habits of the animal on land and at sea, and all data that it is 
possible to secure regarding the effect of driving and killing on land, 
and of pelagic sealing, and such other information as may be deemea 
necessary to a thorough understanding of the seal problem. 

(5) That the said commission shall be appointed by the President of 
the United States, and that Great Britain, Russia, and Japan be invited 
to appoint similar bodies for similar purposes, who, at the completion 
of their joint investigations, shall jointly report the result thereof and 
suggest regulations for the proper and adequate protection of the fur 
seals on land and water. 

In making these suggestions I have kept in view the fact that with- 
out concurrent action, which shall be mutually satisfactory to the 
nations directly interested, there can be no adequate protection g^ven 
to the seals; for so long as pelagic sealers can operate freely in Japa- 
nese or Russian waters during a *< close time" on the American side, and 
vice versa, the herds will eventually be exterminated. 

The question has been asked, ''Suppose Great Britain will not consent 
to a modus vivendi or a change in the regulations before the expiration 
of the five years' term established by the Tribunal of Arbitration ; what 
then?'^ 

It must be borne in mind that the regulations do not extend to the 
seal islands, nor have they anything whatever to do with our work 
thereon. 

Let Congress at the present session repeal all laws which limit the 
numbers or designate the sex to be killed on the islands, and enact 
laws empowering the Secretary of the Treasury to kill without limit 
whenever it may appear that adequate protection to the herds has been 
sought for in vain. That this last resort is our right and our duty was 
plainly shown by the United States counsel at Paris, who said: 

The whole herd owes its existence not merely to the care and rro^ection, bnt to 
the forbearance of the United States Government within its exclnsiye Jarisdiction. 
While the seals are npon the United States territory dnring the season of reproduction 
and nnrtnre, that Government mi^ht easily destroy the herd by killing them all at a 
considerable immediate profit. From sa<h a slaughter it is not bonnd to refrain if 
the only object is to preserve the animals locg enough to enable them to be extermi- 
nated by foreigners at sea. If that is to be the result, it would be for the interest of 
the Government, and plainly within its right and powers, to avail itself at once 
of such present value as its property possesses if the future product of it can not be 
preserved. (Argument of the United States counsel, p. 134.) 

And yet, while admitting onr right, and asking for the enactment of 
a law conferring the authority to kill every seal on the Pribilof Islands, 
should the necessity arise to demand it, I abhor the thought of the pos- 
sibility of such a dreadful contingency. 

While it is well to be fully prepared, let us use all honorable means to 
avert it if possible. 

Bespectfully submitted. 

Joseph Mubbay, Special Agent 

Hon. John G, OiRLXSLB, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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APPENDIX. 



PELAGIO SEALING. 

Deposition of Milton Barnes^ special etnployee of United States Treasury 

on St. Paul Island. 

Tebbitoby of Alaska, 

St. Paul Islandj ss : 

I, Milton Barnes, being duly sworn according to law, dex)08e and say 
as follows: I am a citizen of the United States, and when at home 
reside near Golumbns, Ohio. Bave been temporarily stationed dnring 
the last year on the island of St. Paal, one of the far-seal or Pribilof 
gronp in Bering Sea, as a special employee of the United States 
Treasury Department on said island. 

One day during the latter part of August or fore part of September 
last (exact date forgotten), Col. Joseph Murray, one of the Treasury 
agents, and myself, in company with the British commissioners, Sir 
George Baden Powell and Dr. Dawson, by boat visited one of the seal 
rookeries of that island known as Tolstoi or English Bay. On arriv- 
ing there our attention was at once attracted by the excessive num- 
ber of dead pups, whose carcasses lay scattered profusely over the 
breeding ground or sand beach bordering the rookery proper and 
extending into the border of the rookery itself. The strange sight 
occasioned much surmise at the time as to the probable cause of it. 
Some of the carcasses were in an advanced stage of decay, while others 
were of recent death, and their general appearance was that of having 
died of starvation. There were a few that still showed signs of life, 
bleating weakly and piteously, and gave every evidence of being in a 
starved condition, with no mother seals near or showing»them any 
attention. 

Dr. Dawson while on the ground took some views of the rookery with 
his kodak, but whether the views he took included the dead pups I 
could not say. Some days after this— can not state exact date — I drove 
with Mr. Fowler, an employee of the lessees, to what is known as Half- 
way Point, or Polavina rookery. Here the scene was repeated, but on 
a more extensive scale in point of numbers. The little carcasses were 
strewn so thickly over the sand as to make it dif&cult to walk over the 
ground without stepping on them. This condition of the rookeries in 
this regard was for some time a topic of conversation in the village by 
all parties, including the more intelligent ones among the natives, some 
of whom were with Mr. J. Stanley Brown in his work of surveying the 
island, and brought in reports from time to time of similar conditions 
at substantially all the rookeries around the island. It could not, of 
course, be well estimated as to the number thus found dead, but the 
most intelligent of the natives — chief of the village — told me that in his 
judgment there were not less than 20,000 dead pups on the various 
rookeries of the island, and others still dying. Dr. Akerly, the lessees' 
physician at the time, made an autopsy of some of the carcasses, and 
reported that he could find no traces of any diseased condition what- 
ever, but there was an entire absence of food or any signs of nourish- 
ment in the stomach. Before Dr. Dawson left I called his attention to 
what Dr. Akerly had done, but whether he saw him on the subject I 
can not tell. 

And further deponent saith not. Milton Baknes. 
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Depmition <rf 0. L. Hooper^ oaptam^ United States Revenue Marine. 

DiSTBiOT OF Columbia, 

City of Washington^ ss: 

Persosally appeared before me, 0. L. Hooper, who deposes and says: 

From the inveBtigations coucerning seal lire at sea, personally con- 
ducted by me, in the-lNorth Pacific during the months of March, April, 
May, and June; in Bering Sea during the month of August and partot 
September; in the vicinity of the Aleutian chain during the mouth of 
October and part of November, as well as from the experience obtained 
in six other cruises in Alaskan waters and in Bering Sea, I draw the 
following conclusions: 

There were fewer seals to be seen in the water in the vicinity of th€ 
Pribilof Islands during the summer of 1892 than in 1891. 

At least 75 per cent, and probably 80 or 90 per cent, of the seals in 
Bering Sea, outside of a narrow zone around the seal islands^ are females, 
75 per cent of which are nursing mothers and the remaming 25 per 
cent virgin cows too immature for bearing. 

If barren cows exist at all they are rare. I have never known or 
heard of but one instance. 

In Bering Sea mothers go long distances — as far as 200 miles from the 
islands — to feed, codfish &rnishing the bulk of their food. 

They sleep much in the water, are not timid, and are readily taken; 
and their death means the destruction of three lives — ^the mother, the 
fetus, and the pup — on the breeding grounds. The past season is the 
first in several years that such deaths among the pups have not occurred 
from this source. 

At least 70 per cent, and probably 80 or 90 per cent, of any catch in 
Bering Sea will be females, either actually bearing or capable of bear- 
ing at no distant day. This is borne out by the character of the skins 
of the Henrietta^ seized last summer for the violation of the modus 
Vivendi The captain informed me that nearly all the skins taken were 
those of male seals. Under my direction an examination was made of 
these skins by N. Hodgson, a man of experience, in whom I have entire 
confidence. The catch, as shown by the log and sealing book of this 
vessel, was made in Bering Sea and consists of 420 skins, 361 of which 
were found to be females, 33 males, and 26 those of seals too young to 
determine the sex. 

For every 100 seals, the death of which results from pelagic hunting, 
not more than 65 or 75 skins are secured. 

The female seals are widely distributed over the sea, and hence the 
establishment of zonal areas would be rendered impossible by climatic 
conditions. 

There is a wide belt of 200 or 300 miles between the Oommander and 
Pribilof groups of islands which are devoid of seals, and hence no com- 
mingling of the herds occur. 

There is no foundation for the statement that during the summer 
months there are found in Bering Sea bodies of seals which are inde- 
pendent of, unattached to, or do not visit the Pribilof Islands. 

The annual migration is caused by climatic conditions and feed 
supply. 

The old bulls are the first to leave the islands, and most of them, 
together with many half bulls and large bachelors, remain in the waters 
of Bering Sea and off the coast of Alaska during the entire winter, 
individuals rarely being found south of the fifty-fifth parallel. 

The major part of the herd, consisting of females and their pups and 
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yoang males, begiu to Diigrate aboat the end of October, and by Janu- 
ary 1 all of them have began their migration. These dates are some- 
what earlier or later, according to the season. 

Those that leave earliest go farthest south, arriving on the coast of 
California, and those leaving later reach the coast farther up. Their 
arrival is coincident with the coming of the smelt, herring, and eulachon, 
upon which they feed. 

On reaching the coast their migration route is continually toward 
the islands, but following the general trend of the coast, the inner limit 
being about 25 miles ofishore and the outer limit from 75 to 100. 

As this migration progresses there is a bunching up of the herd, but 
the seals travel independently and not in bands or schools. 

The migration route is from the Pribilof Islands through the passes 
across to the coast, up the coast and across the northern sweep of the 
North Pacific to the Aleutian Ohain, and through the passes again to 
the islands. 

There is no foundation in the statement that the Pribilof fur seals 
which migrate have a winter home off any coast. They appear at about 
the same time off a long line of coast, reaching from Galifornta to 
Washington. When they are so found they are known always to be 
moving northward up the coast. 

The herd, by reason of huntiDg at sea, has steadily diminished, and 
such hunting will ultimately destroy the herd unless prohibited in the 
North Pacific and Bering Sea, for no matter how small the annual catch 
may be there is a possibility that the hunt will always be encouraged 
by the higher prices resulting from the deoreasd catch, as in the case 
of the sea otter. 

O. L. HOOPEB. 



Deporition of H. H. Molntjfrej mperintendmt of the Pribilof Islanda. 

DiSTBIOT OP OOLXJMBIA, 

City of Washington^ ss: 

H. H. Mclntyre, of West Bandolph, Yt., being duly sworn, deposes 
and says: 

I have stated in former depositions my connection with the sealeries 
of Alaska and opportunities for knowledge concerning them. 

When the breeding male seals first arrive upon the islands in the 
spring they are much more timid and easily disturbed than at a later 
period, and might perhaps be then driven from their chosen places upon 
the rookeries, but at a later date, when their relation to their neighbors 
is fairly estaolished and the cows begin to arrive, no amount of force 
will dislodge them, and they will die in defense of their harems rather 
than desert them. 

In June, 1872, 1 carried a photographer's camera near the Beef rookery 
on St. Paul Island and while focusing the instrument, with my head 
under the black cloth, and the attention of my attendant was diverted, 
two old bulls made a savage assault upon me, which I avoided by dodg* 
ing and running. The camera was left where I had placed it and could 
not be recovered until seal clubs had been sent for and one of the bulls 
killed and the other knocked down and stunned. The throwing of 
stones and noisy demonstrations had no efi*ect whatever upon them. 
This experience only emphasized what I have observed on many occa- 
sions upon the islands. The female seals are more timid, and upon the 
near approach of man show signs of fear and generally move toward the 
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water, but their flight is resisted by the bulls, and before impregnation 
they rarely succeed in escaping. After this occurs the discipline of the 
harem is relaxed and the femsdes go and come at wiU. 

I neither saw nor heard, in my twenty years' experience as superin- 
tendent of the sealeries, of any destruction of pups by reason of stam- 
pedes of seals. But I have occasionally witnessed the death of pups 
from being trampled upon by the old bulls during their battles for 
supremacy. This is, however, of rare occurrence. Even if stampedes 
occurred, the light bodies of the females, averaging only 80 or 90 pounds, 
would pass over a lot of pups without seriously injuring them. 

Later in the season, after the old bulls have been superseded on the 
rookeries by the younger ones, the pups are already able to avoid being 
run over, and as a matter of fact the death of pups upon the rookeries 
from any cause whatever prior to the advent of pelagic sealers in Bering 
Sea was so rare as to occasion no comment. 

It was not customary to drive from any points near enough to the 
breeding rookeries to cause stampedes, and even if this had been done 
I do not think any injury to the rookeries would have been occasioned 
by it. It might cause some of the cows to move away, but they would 
soon return again. 

It is very difficult to determine the average number of females prop- 
erly assignable to a single male, and difficult even to ascertain how 
many there are in any given family, because the boundaries of the groups 
are never well defined, and such as would be said by one observer to 
belong to a certain bull would be declared by another to be in a different 
harem. The surface of the ground mainly occupied as breeding rook- 
eries is very irregular. Harems sometimes run together. Ledges, 
bowlders, and lava rocks hinder the uniform mapping of the family 
groups, and it is not difficult, therefore, to select certain spots and count 
a number of female seals which appear to be unattached to any male. 
On the other hand, there are often found full grown males upon the rook- 
eries at all seasons with no families, and a still larger number with f^om 
one to Ave females each. Such variations have always occurred. 

With our present knowledge of seal life, it is impossible to judge with 
any degree of accuracy how many females may safely be referred to a 
single male. But, by analogy, it is a very much larger number than 
has. frequently been named as a fair average. 

Horse breeders regard a healthy stallion as capable of serving from 
40 to 50 mares in a single season; cattle breeders apportion at least 40 
cows to a bull, and sheep raisers regard from 30 to 40 ewes as not too 
many for a single ram, and in the latter case, at least, the season of 
service is no longer than that permitted to the male seal. I think it 
would be safe to place an average of M or 50 seals to a harem as not 
excessive. 

It is not unusual during the early years of the Alaska Commercial 
Company's lease to find exceptionally large harems containing from 60 
to 100 females each, but we saw no reason to doubt that they were fully 
served by the male. 

The erroneous idea seems to have gained lodgment that during the 
first decade of the lease a reserve of breeding seals was kept on certain 
rookeries, and that toward the end of this decade it became necessary 
to draw on these rookeries because killing 100,0(K) seals per annum had 
been too much of a drain upon the herd. This has no foundation in 
fact. In the early years of the lease the transportation facilities upon 
the islands, both by land and water, were very limited, and, as the 
Government agent in charge (Captain Bryant) did not object, we con- 
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suited oar convenieDce and drove more freqaeutly I'rom near-by rook- 
eries, but at all times worked the more distaut rookeries more or less 
frequently, as appears by the seal island records. His successors in 
office theorized that all the rookeries ought to be worked in regular 
rotation, and so directed. We therefore increased our number of boats 
and mule teams in order to transport the skins from distant points, and 
complied with his orders. But we did not do this because of any 
scarcity of killable seals; no scarcity occurred until pelagic sealing 
had already made serious inroads. There was no such thing ever 
thought of upon the islands as reserves of seals," nor was any differ- 
ent practice pursued in respect to driving from year to year, except 
that all rookeries were worked more systematically after the first few 
years of the lease. 

In the early years of the first lease a few of the bundles of seal skins 
shipped from the Pribilof Islands may have weighed as much as 60 
pounds, but I would not undertake to say that I have seen any weighing 
as much. If there were any, the explanation is as follows: The skins 
in such bundles were those of small wigs, and such skins were bundled 
together so that the fiesh sides should be covered completely and no 
overlapping edges left. 

Excrement is voided by seals upon the rookeries as often, I think, as 
by other carnivorous animals. Those who assert the contrary appar- 
ently expect such discharges as they were accustomed to see in the 
track of the herbivora. The excrement of the seals is of very soft, often 
semifluid consistency, and in the porous soil or on the smooth rocks is 
easily brushed about by the trailing fiippers of the seals and lost sight 
of. Their food is chiefly fish, which is highly organized and contains 
very little tissue that is not absorbed and assimilated. The excrement, 
therefore, is limited in quantity, even when the animal is full fed, and 
from its nature and surroundings easily overlooked. 

H. H. MoIntyrb. 



HABITS, AND MANAaSMENT OF SEALS ON BOOKERIBS, AND PELAaiO 

SEAxma. 

Deposition of L. A. N'oyeSj resident physician on the Pribilof Islands from 

1880 to l692. 

St. Geobge Island, Pbibilof Oboup, 

Alaska^ ss: 

L. A. Koyes, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a native 
American, and my home is in Bandolph, Yt.; I am 52 years of age, and 
a physician by profession. 

In 1880 1 entered the service of the lessees of the Pribilof Islands as 
resident physician at the seal islands, and I have resided here continu- 
ously ever since, excepting an occasional visit to my home for a few 
months in winter, once or twice since 1880. 

From June, 1880, to August, 1883, 1 was on St. George Island, and 
from 1883 to 1884 I was on St. Paul Island. I then returned to St. 
George, where I have resided ever since, except the vacations aforesaid. 

I have given much time to the study of the Alaskan fur seal and its 
peculiar habits, and I have watched with care and solicitude the 
increase and the decline in numbers of the animal on the hauling 
grounds and rookeries, and also the methods followed by the lessees in 
taking the skins — the driving and killing of the young males of from 
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2 to 6 years old, and the salting, curiug, bnudling; and shipptng the 
skins. 1 have likewise carefully observed and notea the coming of the 
seals in the springy the hauling out at different times of the various 
ages and sexes, their disposition on the hauling grounds and rookeries, 
the formation of the '^ harem" or family, the breaking up of the harems, 
the scattering of the cows, and the general intermingling of the sexes 
in September, and finally the departure of the herd from the islands in 
November or later. 

I have read most of all that has been written within the past quarter 
century on the ftirseal question, and I have listened to and taken part 
in many of the controversies indulged in by my associates and friends 
who have spent many years in the frir-seal industry, and whose practi- 
cal experience, with all its details, gives weight and value to their asser- 
tions. It was I who, at the request of the United States Treasury 
agent in charge of the islands, measured all the rookeries and hauling 
grounds on St. George Island in 1887,^ and I have kept the record of 
tiie climatic changes on St. George since the United States Government 
discontinued the meterological station at the Pribilof Islands. 

In addition to my services as physician I have occasionally taught 
the school on St. George, and I have kept the books and accounts for 
many years for the lessees on the same island. I am thoroughly con- 
versant with the orders issued by the general and local agents of the 
lessees to the native chiefs in regard to everything appertaining to the 
business of taking the annual catch and the care of the seals. I have 
been intimately acquainted with the Treasury agents who have had 
charge of the islands since 1880, and I acted as assistant agent myself 
during the temporary absence of the assistant special agent. I am 
quite familiar with the general and special orders and instructions 
issued from the Treasury Department from time to time to the special 
agents for the government of the natives and the care of the rookeries 
and seal herd; and I know those laws, rules, and regulations have 
been faithfully adhered to and frilly enforced, published reports of 
transient visitors to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The seal islands of St. Paul and St. George, geographically known 
as the Pribilof Islands, are situated in Bering Sea at about 170^ west 
from Greenwich and 56^ north latitude, and tiiey are nearly 200 miles 
from the nearest land. 

The climatic conditions in tlieir immediate vicinity are so peculiar 
and their formation and situation are so unique that it is not hard to 
believe they were selected for a home and resting place by the Alaskan 
fur seal because of their adaptability to that purpose and to that only. 
The thermometer rarely goes higher than 60° or lower than zero, the 
average for a number of years being 35^. 

In winter the islands are sometimes surrounded by broken ice, which 
comes from the north, and it will come and go with the tide and currents, 
generally from January to April, but occasionally remaining later, and 
again not appearing at all. 

In June, July, and part of August the islands are enveloped for days 
at a time in dense fog, and a clear sunny day is of rare occurrence. The 
atmosphere is damp and cool, and the rain fieills in a sort of fine mist 
which drenches one through before it is felt 

The islands are of volcanic origin, and the shores are rough, uneven 
lava rock, and broken rocks and bowlders of like formation. On this 

^ Hie measaremeiits were made very imperfectly, and I never claimed anything but 
an approximate measurement. It was my opinion that the numbera were ezagger- 
•ted; and 1 90 stated at the time.— L. A. N. 
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rugged shore the Alaskan for seals make their sojiinier home; here they 
are born and reared for the first six months of their existence; here 
they^come every spring as regular as time, and here they reproduce their 
species. The career of the fur-seal herd on these shores is not unlike 
that of any domesticated animal — it is simply a stock-breeding question. 

Areas upon which it is agreeable for the females to breed are carefully 
reserved and set aside for that purpose. 

Each year a sufScient number of breeding bulls are reserved for serv- 
ice ou the rookeries. The utmost care is taken that the future of the 
herd is not jeopardized by the iujury or death of a female. 

Bo accustomedhave the seals become to the presence of the natives 
that the timidity aud shyness manifested in the ocean is not shown on 
the islands. In their infancy the pups will approach a native without 
fear, and later on they are readily handled and the sexes separated, 
should it be necessary to make a killing of pups for food. In the han-. 
dling, management, and enlargementof the seal herd there is as much 
amenability to domestication as there is in a band of range cattle. 

The male breeding seals, or bulls, begin to haul out on the breeding 
rookeries early in May, and they come in more and more rapidly as the 
month advauces, and, selecting their respective stations, lie down and 
sleep almost continuously until within a few days of the coming of the 
females, or cows, when they assume a sitting posture, and set up a bel- 
lowing noise peculiar to themselves, which I suppose to be a ^^ call" 
to the approaching herd of cows. It is at this time the bull appears at 
his best and in his most aggressive mood, and none but the physically 
strong and successfol are aUowed to remain within striking distance of 
the veterans. 

The cows begin to haul out in June, and practically they are all on 
the breeding rookeries by July 15. Immediately on arriving they are 
taken possession of by the bulls, the strongest and most aggressive 
securing the greatest number and guarding with jealous care and 
increasing vigilance. 

As a rule the pups are bom soon after the cows reach the shore, 
though it occasionally hapi)ens that a cow will be two or three days on 
the rookery before bringing forth her young. 

I think the pups are all ^m by July 22, and by the middle of August 
the cows have been fertilized for the next year, after which the harems 
are abandoned and the bulls begin to leave the islands, and the females 
and bachelors (or young males) intermingle indiscriminately on the 
rookeries. From the time the bulls haul out in May till they leave in 
September they neither eat nor drink, and their lean and lanky appear- 
ance in September is in striking contrast with their rotund form and 
sleek and glossy coats in May. 

When the pup is bom it is utterly helpless and dependent. It is not 
amphibious, and would drown if put into water. I have often watched 
the pups near the water's edge when in stormy weather the surf carried 
them off, and in every instance they drowned as soon as they went into 
deep water. The pup is entirely dependent on its dam for sustenance, 
and when it is a few days old she goes into the sea to feed, returning at 
intervals of a few hours at first, and gradually lengthening the time as 
the pups grow older and stronger, until she will be sometimes away for 
a whole week. During these journeys, in my opinion, she goes a dis- 
tance of from 40 to 200 miles from the islands to feed, and it is at this 
time she falls a prey to the pelagic hunter. 

Beturned to the rookery, the cow goes straight to the spot where she 
left her pup, and it seems she instantly recognizes it by smelling; and 
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it is equally cettaiii that the pap can not recogDize its dam. 1 have 
often seen pups attempt to suck cows promiscuously, yet no cow will 
suckle any pup but her own. When five or six weeks old the pups begin 
to run around and form bunches or ^^pods;" at seven to eight weeks 
old they try the water at the edge, where, after paddling in the shallows, 
they gradually learn to swim. After becoming expert swimmers they 
continue to show a preference for land, where they generally remain if 
not driven into the water by heavy rain or warm sunshine. They make 
no efiPbrt to secure sustenance of any sort beyond that ftirnished by 
their dams. 

I have examined many pups at the food killings in November, and I 
never found anything but milk in their stomachs. 

The young males or bachelors, whose skins are taken by the lessees, 
begin to haul out in May, and they continue to haul out untillate in 
July, the older ones coming first and the younger ones later; and they 
herd by themselves during May, June, and July, because were they 
to approach the breeding grounds the bulls would drive them ofi* or 
destroy them. 

The bachelors of ft*om 2 to 5 years old are the only seals driven or 
killed on the seal islands by anyone or for any purpose, and the sensa- 
tional stories told of how they are tortured on the drive have no founda- 
tion in fact. When necessary to make a drive for skins from any given 
rookery, the local agent of the lessees informs the Treasury agent, and 
obtains his permission to make the drive. No seals are driven without 
the consent of the Treasury agent in charge of the island. All being 
ready, the native chief takes a squad of men to the hauling ground, 
where the seals are quietly surrounded without disturbing the breeding 
rookery, and they are then driven slowly along to the killing ground. 

Since the improved methods of 1879 there are no drives of greater 
length than 2^ miles, and the majority of them do not exceed 1 mile. 
So carefully and so slowly are the drives made, the men driving are 
relieved every hour, because of the slow motion they get chilled on the 
road. Arrived at the killing grounds, the seals are driven out from the 
main body in << pods'' of 20 or 30 at a time, and experienced men club 
and kill the desirable ones, and allow all that remain to return at their 
leisure to the adjacent waters. The most experienced men do the skin- 
ning, and after them come the women and children, who carry off the 
carcasses for food and the fat or blubber for winter fuel. 

In accordance with instructions from the Department, the Treasury 
agent is always present at the killings, and he has full power and 
authority to interfere in all cases where there is cruelty practiced or 
atti^mpted. 

All seals killed by the lessees for skins are killed between June 1 and 
July 30, and generally the season closes on the 20th of July. 

After the regular season closes, in July, the natives kill, weekly, for 
food, from 100 to 200 male seals whose skins are large enough to be 
accepted as part of the next year's quota; and it is during the^e food 
drives in August, September, and October that an occasional female is 
accidentally killed. Being mixed with the bachelors at this time, some 
females are driven and accidentally killed. The killing of a female is 
the greatest crime known on the seal islands and is never done inten- 
tionally. Of this I am most positive, for I know that every possible 
precaution has been taken to guard against it, and I believe there have 
not been 100 females killed on St. Oeorge Island since 1880, if I may 
except some killed by poachers who were driven off before they secured 
the skins of the seals they had killed. 
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Fever since the islands have been American property has there been 
indiscriminate killing done npon them, nor has there been a desire on 
the part of anyone connected with them to iiyore or damage or waste 
seal life; on the contrary, everything has been done by the lessees, past 
and present, and by the United States, to foster and protect it, and to 
improve the methods of driving the seals, so that the herds might grow 
and thrive and increase, and perpetuate themselves indefinitely. Laws, 
rules, and regulations were made from time to time, prompted by expe- 
rience, with a view to add to the value of the property and to abolish 
everything that was not beneficial and in strict accord with the most 
humane principles. To this end all long drives were prohibited and 
arrangements made by which the kilb'ng grounds have been brought 
as near the hauling grounds as is practicable without being injurious 
to the breeding rookeries. 

Orders were issued by which the driving is regulated in such manner 
that no hauling grounds are molested or disturbed more than another, 
and, being taken in rotation, the seals are allowed several days rest 
between drives. The rules for driving are so strict, so rigidly enforced, 
and so faithfully carried out that I hardly know how they could be 
improved upon. 

In my opinion the cows are the only seals that go into the oes, to feed 
from the time they haul out in May till they leave the islands in Novem- 
ber or December, and my opinion is based on the fact that the seals 
killed in May have plenty of food in their stomachs, mostly codfish, 
while those killed in July have no signs of anything like food in their 
stomachs. 

Again, the males killed for food as the season advances are found to 
be poorer and poorer, and in all cases after July their stomachs are 
empty. I am convinced, therefore, that none but mother seals go into 
the sea to feed during tne summer months, and this accounts for the 
sudden decrease in the herd after the sealing schooners became so 
numerous in Bering Sea about 1884. The decrease in the number of 
seals coming to the islands in the last three or four years became so 
manifest to everyone acquainted with the rookeries in earlier days that 
various theories have been advanced in an attempt to account for the 
cause of this sudden change, and the following are some of them : First, 
a dearth of bulls upon the breeding rookeries; second, impotency of 
bulls, caused by overdriving while they were young bachelors, and 
third, an epidemic among the seals. 

The <'dearth-of-bulls tiieory" has been thoroughly and impartially 
investigated without discovering a cow of 3 years old or over on the 
rookeries without a pup by her side at the proper time, and I am con- 
vinced that the virgin females coming onto the rookeries for the first 
time are the only ones to be found there without pups. 

The investigation established the additional fact that hundreds of 
vigorous bulls were lying idle on the rookeries without cows and many 
others had to content themselves with only one or two. 

The theory of impotency of the bulls through overdriving" while 
young was also found to be untrue, and it was shown that after 1878 
all long drives on both islands had been abolished, and instead of 
driving seals from 6 to 12 miles, as was done in Eussian times, none 
were driven to exceed 2J miles. 

It is also a well-known &ct that none but the physically strong and 
aggressive bulls can hold a position on the rookeries and that a weak 
or an impotent animal has no desire to go there. . 

The epidemic theory was urged very strongly in 1891, when the rook* 
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eries were fouud covered with dead pups, bat a careful aud technical 
examination was made on several of the dead bodies withont discover- 
ing a trace of organic disease, while starvation was so apparent that 
those who examined them decided that it was the true cause of their 
death. Had sickness or disease attacked the seal herd, it is only reason- 
able to suppose a few grown seals would be found dead where so many 
young ones had died so suddenly, but the most diligent search has 
failed to find a grown seal dead upon the islands from unknown causes. 

From the discovery of the islands until the present time the flesh of 
the fur seal has been the daily meat ration of the natives and of the 
white people, and yet it is a &ct that a tainted or diseased carcass 
has never been known. 

In my opinion the solution of the problem is plain. It is the shotgun 
and rifle of the pelagic hunter which are so destructive to the cow seals 
as they go backward and forward to the fishing banks to supply the 
waste caused by giving nourishment to their young. 

At this time they are destroyed by thousands and their young of but 
a few weeks old must necessarily die of starvation, for nature has pro- 
vided no other means of subsistence for them at this time of life. 

Unless the pelagic hunter is prevented from taking seals in Bering 
Sea and in the North Pacific^ the Alaskan ftir seal will soon cease to be 
of commercial value. 

L. A. Notes, M. D. 



HABITS AND MANAOEMBNT OF SEALS AND BULES OF FXJB COM- 
PANIES— PELAOIO SEALma. 

Deposition of J. 0. Bedpath, agent of lessees on 8t. Paul Isla/nd. 

St. PAXHi Island, Pbibilof Geoup, 

Alaska^ ss: 

J. 0. Bedpath, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am an Ameri- 
can citizen, a native of Oonnecticnt, and I am 48 years of age. At 
present I am a resident of St. Paul Island, Alaska. I have resided on 
the seal islands of St. George and St. Paul since my first coming to 
Alaska in 1875. My present occupation is that of local agent on St. 
Paul Island for the present lessees, the North American Commercial 
Company. I have a practical knowledge of, and am thoroughly con- 
versant with, the habits and conditions of the fur seal as it exists on 
the Pribilof Islands of St. George and St. Paul, and also of the methods 
adopted and practiced in the taking of the skins, afid of the several 
efforts made by the former and present lessees, as experience taught 
them, to increase the herd and to build up the rookeries and perpetuate 
seal life. I have had a i)ersonal experience of seventeen seasons on 
the killing grounds, in different situations, from that of seal clubber to 
foreman, several years of which I have been the resident local agent. 
My position as local agent has led me to make a careful study of the 
seal question, and it is my duty to report from time to time to the gen- 
eral agent of the lessees the result of my observations. 

The Alaskan fur seal is a native of the Pribilof Islands, and, unless 
prevented, will return to these islands every year with the regularity of 
the season. All the peculiarities of nature that surround the Pribilof 
group of islands, such as low and even temperature, fog, mist, and per- 
petually clouded sky, seem to indicate their fitness and adaptability as 
a home fox the Alaskan far seal; and with an instinct bordering on 
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reason they bftve selected these lonely and barren islands as the choicest 
spots of earth upon which to assemble and dwell together during their 
six months' stay on land; and annually they joamey across thousands 
of miles of ocean and pass hundreds of islands, without pause or rest, 
until they come to the place of their birth. And it is a well-established 
&ct that upon no other land in the world do the Alaskan fur seal haul 
out of water. 

Early in May the bulls approach the islands and, after cautiously and 
careftilly reconnoitering the surroundings, haul out and select their 
situations on the rookeries, where they patiently await the coming of 
the cows. When they first ap][)ear upon the rookeries the bulls are fat 
and sleek and very aggressive, but after a stay of from three to four 
months, without food, they crawl away from the rookeries in a very 
lean condition. In my opinion the bull seal returns to the spot he 
occupied the preceding years, and I know of several instances, where 
he could be distinguished by the loss of an eye or a flipper, in which 
he actually did return for a series of years to the same spot. 

The mother seals or cows commence to haul about June 10, and nearly 
all of them are on the rookeries by July 15, and I believe they bring 
forth their young almost immediately after reaching their places on the 
rookeries. When the pup is from four to six days old the mother goes 
into the water for food and, as time passes, her stay becomes longer, 
until finally she wiU be away from her pup for several days at a time, 
and sometimes for a whole week. During these longer migrations she 
often goes 200 miles from the rookery, and I have been informed by men 
who were engaged in the trade of pelagic hunting that they had taken 
<< mothers in milk" at a distance of 200 miles from the seal islands. 

Ko cow will nurse any pup but her own, and I have often watched 
the pups attempt to suck cows, but they were always driven off; and 
this fact convinces me that the cow recognizes her own pup and that 
the pup does not know its dam. At birth and for several weeks after, 
the pup is utterly helpless and entirely dependent on its dam for sus- 
tenance; and should anything prevent her return during this period it 
dies on the rookery. This has been demonstrated beyond a donbt since 
the sealing vessels have operated largely in Bering Sea during the 
months of July, August, and September, and which, killing the cows 
at the feeding grounds, left the pups to die on the islands. 

At about 5 weeks old the pups begin to run about and congregate in 
bunches or << pods," and at 6 to 8 weeks old they go into the shallow 
water and gradually learn to swim. 

They are not amphibious when bom, nor can they* swim for several 
weeks thereafter, and were they put into the water would perish 
beyond a donbt, as has been well established by the drowning of pups 
caught by the surf in stormy weather. After learning to swim the 
pups still draw their sustenance from the cows, and I have noticed at 
the annual killing of pups for food in November that their stomachs 
were always frill of milk, and nothing else, although the cows had left 
the island some days before. I have no knowledge of the pups obtain- 
ing sustenance of any kind except that furnished by the cows; nor have 
I ever seen anything but milk in a dead pup's stomach. The young 
males from 2 to 5 years old, whose skins are taken by the lessees, begin 
to haul out on land in May, and they continue to haul out till July. 
They herd by themselves during the months of May, June, and July, 
and they do this because, during the breeding season, they dare not 
approach the breeding rookeries, or the bulls would destroy them 
Being thus debarred from a position on the breeding rookeries or froiA 
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intermingling with the cows, they herd together on the hauling gronndB, 
where they are easily approached and surrounded by the natives, who 
drive them to the killing grounds without disturbing the breeding 
rookeries. 

Young males killed in May and June, when examined are found to 
be in prime condition, and their stomachs are filled with fish — ^princi^ 
pally codfish— but those killed later in the season are found to be poor 
and lean and their stomachs empty; which shows that the males rarely 
leave the islands for food during the summer months. 

Statute law forbids the killing of the female seal, and nature regu- 
lates the matter so that there is no danger of their being driven or killed 
during the regular killing season, which takes place in June and July, 
when all the <' killing for skins" is done; and after all my experience 
here I am free to say that a small fraction of 1 per cent would repre- 
sent all the females killed on the islands since they became the prop- 
erty of the United States. 

The compact family arrangement so tenaciously adhered to during 
the breeding season becomes relaxed in August, and the females scatter, 
and a few of them mix with the young males, and when the natives 
make a drive for food it occasionally happens that a female will accom- 
pany the males, and sometimes one or two may be accidentally killed. 
I use the word << accidentally" advisedly, because there is no good reason 
why the natives or the lessees should kill a female designedly, as the 
skin is of no more use or value (if so much), nor its flesh as good for 
food as is that of the male. And, excepting accidents, it is a fact that 
no female seals are, or ever were, killed on the Pribilof Islands since 
American rules and regulations were established there. 

The regular killing season for the skins under the lease begins June 
1 and ends practically the last of July; and during this period the 
first-class Alaskan fur-seal skins are taken. The seals are driven from 
the hauling to the killing grounds by experienced natives under the 
orders of the native chief, and the constant aim and object of all con- 
cerned is to exercise the greatest care in driving, so that the animals 
may not be injured or abused in any manner. As the regulations require 
the lessees to pay for every skin taken from seals killed by the orders 
of their local agents, and as the skin of an overheated seal is valueless, 
it is only reasonable to suppose that they would be the last men living 
to encourage and allow their employees to overdrive or in any manner 
injure the seals. I know that the orders given to me as local agent 
were always of the most i)ositive and emphatic kind on this point, and 
they were always obeyed to the letter. Instead of overdriving or neg- 
lecting the seals, the lessees have endeavored to do everything in their 
power to shorten the distance between the hauling and killing grounds, 
or between the hauling grounds and the salt house. 

Before the Alaska Commercial Company leased the seal islands in 
1870 it was a common practice to drive seals from Northeast Point to 
the village of St. Paul Island, a distance of 12 iniles, and from Zapadnie 
to the village of St. George Island, a distance of 6 miles, across a very 
rough and rugged country. 

From Halfway Point and from Zapadnie on St. Paul Island seals 
were driven respectively 5 and 6 miles. When the Alaska Commercial 
Company took control of the islands the drive from Northeast Point 
was prohibited, and a salt house and other necessfury buildings erected 
within 2 miles of the killing ground, and all the skins taken there were 
salted and stored and shipped from Northeast Point. In 1879 a killing 
ground was made and a salt house built at Halfway Point, within 2 
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miles of tbe hanling grounds, and all skins taken at the Point are salted 
there. At Zapadnie the same year a killing ground was made within 
a mile of the hauling ground, and the skins taken there are taken to 
the village salt house in boats, or when the weather is unfjEtvorable by 
team and wagon. 

Since 1878 there has not been a drive made on St Paul Island to 
exceed 2 miles. At Zapadnie, St. George, a salt house was built about 
1875 and tbe 6-mile drive prohibited and a trail made at great expense 
across the island, over which the skins are taken on pack saddles to the 
village. Since 1874 no seals have been driven on St. George Island to 
exceed 2^ miles. 

Although the seals are comparatively tame after being on the land 
for a short time and do not get scared so easily as is commonly supposed, 
the rules and regulations of the Treasury Department are very strict 
on the question of absolute protection to the seals on the islands, and 
the Treasury agents have always most rigidly enforced them. 

It is unlawftil to fire a gun on the islands from the time the first seal 
appears in the spring until the last one leaves at the end of the season; 
and in order to properly enforce this law the firearms are taken from 
the natives and locked up in the Government house in care of the 
Treasury agents. 

No person is allowed to go near a rookery unless by special order of 
the Treasury agent, and, when driving from the hauling grounds, the 
natives are forbidden to smoke or make any unusual noise, or to do any- 
thing that might disturb or frighten the seals. All driving is done 
when the weather is cool and moist, and when the condition of the 
weather demands it the drives are made in the cool of the night, and 
in no case are seals driven at a higher rate of speed than about half a 
mile an hour. So carefrilly is the driving done that it has been found 
necessary to divide the native drivers into several '< watches," which 
relieve each other on the road, because the pace being so slow the men 
get cold. 

From 1875 to 1883 it was no uncommon thing for the lessees to take 
the annual quota of 100,000 skins between June 1 and July 20, and yet 
there was no sign of any decrease, but rather an expansion of most of 
the rookeries. 

I do not pretend to be able to say how many seals there are, or ever 
were, on the rookeries; nor do I believe anybody else can tell; for the 
rookeries are so broken and filled with rocks it is impossible to esti- 
mate the number of seals upon tbem with any approach to accuracy. 
The lines of expansion and contraction are plain enough, and can be 
seen and understood by the whole community. 

Until 1884 sealing schooners were seen but very seldom near the 
islands or in Bering Sea, and the few seals taken by the hunters who 
raided the rookeries occasionally are too paltry to be seriously con- 
sidered, because the raids were so few, and the facilities for taking 
many seals oft so utterly insignificant. In 1884 the sealing schooners 
became numerous. I believe there were about 30 in the sea that year, 
and they have increased very rapidly every year since, until now they 
are said to be about 120. As the schooners increased tbe seals decreased, 
and tbe lines of contraction on the rookeries were noticed to draw nearer 
and nearer to the beach, and the ktllable seals became fewer in num- 
bers and harder to find. In 1886 tbe decrease was so plain that the 
natives and all the agents on the islands saw it and were startled, and 
theories of all sorts were advanced in an attempt to account for a cause. 

A dearth of bulls on the breeding rookeries was a pet theory of one 
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or two transient visitors, but it only needed a thorough investigation of 
the condition of the rookeries to convince the most skeptical that there 
were plenty of bulls, and to spare, and that hardly a cow could be found 
on the rookeries without a pup at her side. 

For five years I have given this particular subject my most earnest 
attention, and every succeeding year's experience has convinced me 
that there is not, and never was, a dearth of bulls. The theory of 
impotency of the j'^oung bulls because of overdriving when young is 
not worthy of consideration by any sane or honest man who has ever 
seen a bull seal on a breeding rookery; and as I have already answered 
the question of overdriving, I will only add here that no young bull 
goes upon a breeding rookery until he is able to fight his way in, and 
an impotent bull has no desire to fight, nor could he win a position on 
the rookery were he to attempt it. The man is not alive who ever saw 
a 6 or 7 year old bull seal impotent. 

Another theory, equally untrue, was that an epidemic had seized the 
herd, but investigations of the closest kind have never revealed the 
death on the islands of a full-grown seal from unknown causes. Let it 
be remembered that the flesh of the seal is the staple diet of the natives, 
and that it is eaten daily by most of the white employees as well : and 
yet it is true that a sign of taint or disease has never been found on a 
seal carcass in the memory of man. It was not until so many thousands 
of dead pups were found upon the rookeries that the problem was solved. 

The truth is that when the cows go out to the feeding grounds to feed 
they are shot and killed by the pelagic hunter, and the pups, deprived 
of sustenance, die upon the rookeries. Excepting a few pups killed by 
the surf occasionally, it has been demonstrated that all the pups found 
dead are poor and starved, and when examined their stomachs are found 
to be without a sign of food of any sort. In 1891 the rookeries on St. 
Paid Island were covered in places with 'dead pups, all of which had 
every symptom of having died of hunger, and on opening several of 
them the stomachs were found to be empty. 

The resident physician, Dr. Akerly, examined many of them and 
found in ev^y instance that starvation was the cause of death. The 
lowest estimate made at the time, placing the number of dead pups on 
the rookeries at 25,000, is not too high 

It has been said that man can do nothing to facilitate the propaga- 
tion of the fur seal. My experience does not support this. The reser- 
vation of females and the killing of the surplus males, so that each 
bull can have a reasonable number of cows, is more advantageous to 
the growth of the rookeries than when in a state of nature bulls killed 
each other in their efforts to secure a single cow. 

The same care can be and is exercised in the handling and manage- 
ment of the seal herd as is bestowed by a ranchman upon his bands of 
ranging stock, and is productive of like results. The seals have become 
so accustomed to the natives that the presence of the latter does not 
disturb them. The pups are easily handled by the natives, and for- 
merly, when used as an article of food, thousands of pups were actually 
picked up and examined, in accordance with Government requirement, 
to avoid the killing of a female. So easily are the seals controlled 
that, when a drive of bachelors is made to the killing grounds, a guard 
of two or three small boys is sufficient to keep them from straying, 
and from the general band any number from one upward can be 
readily cut out. It is x)ossible in the future, as it has been in the past, 
to reserve unmolested suitable areas to serve as breeding grounds; to 
set aside each year a proper number of young males for future service 
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npon the rookeries, and by the application of the ordinary stock-breed- 
ing principles not only to perpetuate, but to rapidly increase, the seal 
herd. 

To one who has spent so many years among the seals as I have, and 
who has taken so much interest in them, it does appear to be wrong 
that they should be allowed to be so ruthlessly and indiscriminately 
slaughtered by pelagic hunters, who secure only about one-fourth of all 
they kill. There is no doubt in my mind that unless immediate pro- 
tection be given to the Alaskan fur seal the species will be practically 
destroyed in a very few years; and in order to protect them pelagic 
hunting must be absolutely prohibited. 

The foregoing is substantially the same testimony that I gave to the 
commissioners who visited the islands in 1891. 

J. O. Eedpath. 



PBIBILOF BOO£EBIES. 

Deposition of Charles J. Ooffy Treasury agent in charge of Pribilof Islands^ 

DiSTBiOT OP Columbia, 

City of Washington, ss: 

Charles J. Goflf, of Clarksburg, W. Va., being duly sworn, deposes 
and says: I am 45 years of age; during the years 1889 and 1890 1 occu- 
pied the position of special Treasury agent in charge of the Pribilof 
Islands. I was located on St. Paul Island, only visiting St. George 
IslaiMi occasionally. About the 1st of June, 1889, 1 arrived on St. Paul 
Island, and remained there until October 12, 1889, when I returned to 
San "Francisco for the winter. Again went to the islands in 1890, arriv- 
ing there about the last week in May, and remaining until August 12,. 
1890. Since that time I have never been on the islands. My principal 
observations as to seal life upon the islands were confined to St. Paul 
Island, as I only visited St. George Island occasionally. 

During my first year on the islands the Alaska Commercial Company 
was the lessee thereof, and during my second year the North American 
Commercial Company. In 1889 1 made careful observations of the rook- 
eries on St. Paul Island and marked out the areas covered by the breed- 
ing grounds ; in 1890 1 examined these lines made by me the former year 
and found a very great shrinkage in the spaces covered by breeding 
seals. 

In 1889 it was quite difficult for the lessees to obtain their full quota 
of .100,000 skins. So difficult was it, in fact, that in order to turn off a 
sufficient number of 4 and 5 year old males from the hauling grounds 
for breeding purposes in the future the lessees were compelled to take 
about 50,000 skins of seals of 1 or 2 years of age. I at once reported 
this fact to the Secretary of the Treasury, and advised the taking of a 
less number of skins the following year. Pursuant to such report the 
Government fixed upon the number to be taken at 60,000, and further 
ordered that all killing of seals on t^e islands should stop after the 20th 
day of July. I was further ordered that I should notify the natives 
upon the Aleutian Islands that all killing of seals while coming from or 
going to the seal islands was prohibited. These rules and regulations 
went into effect in 1890, and pursuant thereto I posted notices for the 
natives at various points along the Aleutian chain, and saw that the 
orders in relation to the time of killing and number allowed to be killed 
were executed upon the islands. As a result of the enforcement of these 
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regulations the lessees were unable to take more than 21^238 seals of 
the killable age of from 1 to 5 years during the season of 1890, so great 
had been the decrease of seal life in one year, and it would have been 
impossible to obtain 60,000 skins even if the time had been unrestricted. 

The Table A appended to this affidavit^ shows how great had been the 
decrease on St. Paid Island hauling grounds, bearing in mind the fact 
that the driving and killing was done by the same persons as in former 
years, and was as diligently carried on, the weather being as favorable 
as in 1889 for seal driving. I believe that the sole cause of the decrease is 
pelagic sealing, which from reliable information I understand to have 
increased greatly since 1884 or 1885. Another fact I have gained from 
reliable sources is that the great majority of seals taken in the open sea 
are pregnant or females Id milk. It is an unquestionable fact th^t the 
killing of these females destroys the pups they are carrying or nursing. 
The result is that this destruction of pups takes about equally from the 
male and female increase of the herd, and when so many male pups are 
killed in this manner, besides the 100,000 taken on the islands, it neces- 
sarily affects the number of killable seals. In 1889 this drain upon male 
seal life showed itself on the islands, and this, in my opinion, accounts 
for the necessity of the lessees taking so many young seals that year to 
fill out their quota. 

As soon as the effects of the pelagic sealing were noticed by me upon 
the islands I reported the same, and the Government at once took steps 
to limit the killing upon the islands, so that the rookeries might have 
an opportunity to increase their numbers to their former condition ; but 
it will be impossible to repair the depletion if pelagic sealing continues. 
I have no doubt, as I reported, that the takiug of 100,000 skins in 1889 
affected the male life on the islands, and cut into the reserve of male 
seals necessary to preserve annually for breeding purposes in the future, 
but this fact did not become evident until it was too late to repair the 
fault that year. Except for the numbers destroyed by pelagic sealing 
in the years previous to 1889 the hauling grounds would not have been 
so depleted, and the taking of 100,000 male seals would not have 
impaired the reserve for breeding purposes or diminished to any extent 
the seal life on the Pribilof Islands. Even in this diminished state of 
the rookeries in 1889 I carefully observed that in the majority of cases 
the 4 and 5 year old males were allowed to drop out of a "drive" 
before the bachelors had been driven any distance from the hauling 
grounds. These seals were let go for the sole purpose of supplying 
sufficient future breeders. 

A few seals are injured by redriving (often conflicted with overdriv- 
ing and sometimes so called), but the number so injured is inconsiderable 
and could have no appreciable effect upon seal life through destroying 
the virility of the male. The decrease, caused by pelagic sealing, com- 
pelled whatever injurious redriving has taken place on the islands, as 
it was often necessary to drive every two or three days from the same 
hauling grounds, which caused many seals let go in a former "drive" 
to be driven over again before thoroughly rested. If a "drive" was 
made only once a week from a certain hauling ground, as had been the 
case before pelagic sealing grew to such enormous proportions and 
depleted the rookeries, there would be no damage at all resulting from 
redriving. 

In my opinion pelagic sealing is the cause of redriving on the islands, 
the depletion of the rookeries, and promises to soon make the Alaska 
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fnr-Beal herd a thiog of the past. If continued as it is to-day, even if 
killing on the islands was absolutely forbidden, the herd will in a few 
years be exterminated. I am, therefore, of the opinion that pelagic 
sealing should be absolutely prohibited both in Bering Sea and the 
North Pacific Ocean. K this is done and a few years are aJlowed the 
seal herd to recover from the enormous slaughter of the past seven 
years the Pribilof Islands will produce their 100,000 skins as heretofore 
for an indefinite period. 

I hereby append to and make a part of this affidavit a table, marked 
A,' giving the number of seals killed each day on the island of St. Paul 
during the years 1889 and 1890 up to the 20th day of July. 

• •••••• 

OHAELES J. GrOFP. 



HAI^AaEMENT OP SEAL KILLING, AND PELAGIC SEALING. 

Deposition ofAbial P. Loud^ special assistant Treasury agent on Fribilof 

Islands. 

DiSTBiOT OP Columbia, 

Oity of Washington^ ss: 

Abial P. Loud, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a resident 
of Hampden, Me., and am 55 years of age. On April 4, 1885, 1 was 
appointed special assistant Treasury ageut for the seal islands, and 
immediately storted for the islands, arriving at the island of St. Paul 
on May 28 or 30. Spent that season on St. Paul Island, and returned 
for the winter to the States, leaving the islands on the 18th of August. 
Went back again next spring, arriving there in latter part of May, and 
remained until August, 1887, on St. Paul Island. Spent the season 
of 1888 and 1889 on St, George Island, returning in the fall of 1889 to 
the States. In 1889 I spent some time in the fall on St. Paul Island. 
On whichever island I was located I always kept careful watch and 
made frequent examinations of the rookeries during this entire period. 
During the time from 1885 to 1889 there was a very marked decrease 
in the size of the breeding grounds on St. Paid Island, and from 1887 
to 1889 I also noticed a great decrease in the areas covered by the 
rookeries on St. George Island. 

In his reports of 1886 and 1887 George B. Tingle, special Treasury 
agent in charge of the seal islands, reported having measured the rook- 
eries on the islands, and that the seals had largely increased in num- 
ber, giving the increase at about 2,000,000. From this rei>ort I dissented 
at the time, as I was unable to see any increase, but, on the contrary, a 
perceptible decrease, in the rookeries. I expressed my views to many 
on the islands, and all agreed that there had been no increase in seal 
life. I do not think that there was a single person on the island except 
Mr. Tingle who thought there had been an increase, or, in fact, that 
there htMl not been a decrease in seal life. The measurements of the 
rookeries on which Mr. Tingle relied were made with a common rope by 
ignorant natives while the seals were absent from the islands, the 
grounds covered by them being designated by Mr. Tingle from memory. 
Even if these measurements had been correct, which was impossible, I 
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do not believe it is possible to calculate even approximately the number 
of seals upon the rookeries because of the broken nature of the ground 
and the irregular outlines of the breeding grounds. While I was on 
the islands I attended nearly every drive of the bachelor seals firom the 
hauling grounds to the killing grounds, and these drives were conducted 
by the natives with great care, and no seals were killed by overdriving, 
plenty of time being always given them to rest and cool off. A few 
were smothered by the seals climbing over each other when wet; but 
the number was very inconsiderable, being a fraction of 1 per cent of 
those driven, and did not to any extent affect the seal life on the islands. 
The greatest care was always taken to avoid overdriving both by the 
Government officers and employees of the lessees. 

During my experience (and I was on the kilUng ground at every kill- 
ing that took place while I was on the islands) I never saw a male seal 
which had been injured by being redriven several times from the same 
hauling ground. I am convinc^ that while I was there there was not 
a single case in which the virility of a male seal was destroyed or 
impaired in the slightest degree by driving, redriving, or overdriving, 
and I took particular notice of the condition of the males during each 
drive. The males old enough for service on the breeding grounds were 
always allowed to return to the hauling ground from a drive, and I am 
satisfied a sufficient number of males was always reserved for future 
breeding purposes. A suggestion was made to the Secretary of the 
Treasury in the fall of 1885 that some old bulls should be killed, but 
the Secretary declined to permit such animals to be destroyed. I am 
con viQced that the decrease in the rookeries was caused entirely by open- 
sea sealing. As I was not present on the islands in the fall of 1885, 1 
am unable to make a statement as to the number of dead pups on the 
rookeries in that year, but in 1886 1 saw a large number of dead pups 
lying about. These pups were very much emaciated, and evidently had 
been starved to death. I account for this by the killing of the mothers 
by opensea sealers before the pups were weaned, and because a mother 
will not suckle any pup except her own. 

In 1887 the number of dead pups was much larger than in 1886. In 
1 888 there was a less number than in 1887 or in 1889, owing, as I believe, 
to a decrease of seals killed in Bering Sea that year, but in 1889 the 
increase again showed itself. I believe the number of dead pups 
increased in about the same ratio as the number of seals taken in Bering 
Sea by pelagic sealers. While I was on the island there were not more 
than three or four raids on the rookeries to my knowledge, and I think 
that the destruction to seal life by raiding rookeries is a small part of 
1 per cent as compared with the numbers taken by killing in the water. 
Another fact in connection with open-sea sealing is that the great 
majority of seals killed are females, and that a great part of the females 
are pregnant or in milk. The milking females are most all killed while 
visiting the feeding grounds, which are distant 40 or 60 miles, or even 
farther from the islands. The female uecessaiily feeds so she can sup- 
ply nourishment for her young, while the males during the summer 
seldom leave the islands. This accounts for the large number of females 
killed in Bering Sea. In July, 1887, 1 captured the poaching schooner 
Angel Dolly while she was hovering about the islands. I examined the 
seal skins she had on board, and about 80 per cent were skins of females. 
In 1888 or 1889 I examined something like 5,000 skins at Unalaska 
which had been taken from schooners engaged in pelagic sealing in 
Bering Sea, and at least 80 to 85 per cent were skins of females. 

I have conversed with the captains of several marauding schooners 
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and others who were employed in pelagic sealing have informed me that 
they usually use rifles in shooting seals in the water. Some, however, 
use shotguns, but to no great extent. From these conversations I should 
judge they did not secure more than one-half of the seals killed, and 
this, I think, is a large estimate of the number secured. 1 am of the 
opinion that the Pribilof seal herd should be protected both in Bering 
Sea and the North Pacific Ocean. If an imaginary hue were drawn 
about the islands, 30 or 40 miles distant therefrom, within which sealing 
would be prohibited, this would be little protection to seal life, for all 
the poachers whom I interviewed acknowledged that they could get 
more seals in the water near the fishing banks, 30, 40, or more miles from 
the islands, than in the immediate vicinity thereof, and the hunters on 
the schooners always complained if they got much nearer than 40 miles 
of the islands. I am certain that even if sealing were prohibited entirely 
upon the islands the seal herd would in a short time be exterminated by 
pelagic sealing, if permitted, because the females — that is, the pro- 
ducers — are the seals principally killed by open-sea sealing. 

Abial p. Loud. 



PBLAOIO SEALING — ^MANAGEMENT. 

DepoBition of Kerr wk Artomanoff, native chief, resident ofSt. Paul Island. 

Alaska, United States of America, 

8t. Paul Islandj Pribilof Group, ss : 

Kerrick Artomanofi^ being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a 
native Aleut and reside on St. Paul Island, Pribilof group, Alaska. 
I was born at l^ortheast Point, on St. Paul Island, and am 67 years of 
age. I have worked on the sealing grounds for the last fifty years and 
am well acquainted with the methods adopted by the Bussian and 
American Governments in taking of fur-seal skins and in protecting 
and preserving the herds on the island. In 1870, when the Alaska Com- 
mercial Company obtained a lease of the islands, I was made chief, and 
held the position for seventeen years. 

It was my duty as chief to take charge of and conduct the drives 
with my people from the hauling to the killing grounds. The methods 
used by the Alaska Commercial Company and the American Govern- 
ment for the care and preservation of the seals were much better than 
those used by the Russian Government. In old Kussian times we used 
to drive seals from Northeast Point to the village, a distance of nearly 
13 miles, and we used to drive 5 or 6 miles from other hauling grounds; 
but when the Americans got the islands they soon after shortened all 
the drives to less than 3 miles. 

From 1870 to 1884 the seals were swarming on the hauling grounds 
and the rookeries, and for many years they spread out more and more. 
All of a sudden, in 1884, we noticed there were not so many seals, and 
they have been decreasing very rapidly ever since. My people won- 
dered why this was so, and no one could tell why until we learned that 
hunters in schooners were shooting and destroying them in the sea. 
Then we knew what the trouble was, for we knew the seals they killed 
and destroyed must be cows, for mostly all the males remain on or near 
the islands until they go away in the fall or fore part of the winter. 
We also noticed dead pups on the rookeries that had been starved to 
death. These young pups have increased from year to year since 1887, 
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and in 1891 the rookeries were covered with dead pups. In my sixty- 
seven years' residence on the islands I never before saw anjrthing like 
it. Konejof oar people have ever known of any sickness among the 
pups or seals, and have never seen any dead paps on the rookeries, 
except a few killed by the old balls when fighting, or by drowning 
when the snrf washed them off. If they had not killed the seals in the 
sea there would be as many on the rookeries as there was ten years ago. 
There was not one-fonrth as many seals in 1891 as there was in 1880. 

The far seal-goes away from the island in the fall or winter and he 
retorns in May or Jane; and I believe he ^nll haid ap in the same place 
each year, for I particnlarly noticed some that I coold tell that haaled 
ap in the same place for a nnmber of years; and when we make drives, 
those we do not kill, bat let go into the water, are all back where we 
took them from in a few hoars. The paps are bom between the middle 
of Jane and the middle of Joly, and can not swim antil they are 6 or 
7 weeks old; and if bom in the water they woald die. I have seen the 
sarf wash some of the yonng paps into the sea, and they drowned in a 
very short time. In fonr or five days after it is bom the mother seal 
leaves her pap and goes away in the water to feed, and when the pap 
is 2 or 3 weeks old the mother often stays away for five or six days at a 
time. The mother seals know their own paps by smelling them, and no 
seal will allow any bat her own pap to sack her. When the paps grow 
to be 6 or 8 weeks old they form in ^' pods " and work down to the 
shore, and they try the water at the edge antil they learn to swim. 
They will remain on the island antil November, and, if not too cold, 
will stay till December. I have seen them swimming aroand the island 
late in Janaary. All the seals when they leave the islands go off soath, 
bat I think they woald stay aroand here all winter if the weather was 
not so cold. 

When they come back to the islands they come from the soath, and 
I think they come from the North Pacific Ocean over the same track 
that they went. The females go apou the rookeries as soon as they arrive 
here, bat the yearlings, males and females, herd together. I think they 
stay in the water most of the time the first year, bat after that they 
come regalarly to the hauling groands and rookeries, bat do not come 
as early in the season as they do after they are 2 years old. Male seals 
from 2 to 6 years old do not go on the breeding rookeries, bat haul oat 
by themselves. The female seal gives birth to bat one pap every year, 
and she has her first pap when she is 3 years old. The male seal estab- 
lishes himself on the breeding rookery in May or Jane, when he is 7 or 8 
years old, and he fights for his cows and does not leave the place he has 
selected antil Aagast or September. Oar people like the meat of the 
seal, and we eat no other meat so long as we can get it. 

The pap seals are oar chicken meat, and we nsed to be allowed to kill 
3,000 or 4,000 male paps every year in November; bat the Government 
agent forbade as to kill any in 1891, and said we shoald not be allowed 
to kill any more, and he gave as other meat in place of pap meat, bat 
we do not like any other meat as well as the pap-seal meat. We ander- 
stand the danger there is in the seals being all killed off, and that we 
will have no way of eaming oar living. There is not one of as bat what 
believes if they had not killed them off by shooting them in the water 
there woald be as many seals on the island now as there was in 1880, 
and we could go on forever taking 100,000 seals on the two islands. 
Bat if they get less as fost as they have in the last five or six years, 
there will be none left in a little while. 

Ejbbbiok Abtomanoff, 
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Deposition of Daniel Webster. 

Alaska., XTniteb States, 

8t. George Island, Pribilof Chroup, ss: 

Daniel Webster, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 60 years 
of age, and am a resident of Oakland, Gal.; my occupation is that of 
local agent for the l^orth American Commercial Company, and at pres- 
ent I am stationed on St. George Island, of the Pribilof group, Alaska; 
I have been in Alaskan waters every year but two since I was 14 years 
of age. I first went to Bering Sea in 1845, on a whaling voyage, and 
annually visited these waters in that pursuit until 1868, at which time 
the purchase and transfer of Alaska was made to the United States; 
since that time I have been ep gaged in taking of fur seals for their 
skins. In 1870 I entered the employ of the lessees of the Pribilof 
Islands, and have been so engaged ever since, and for the last thirteen 
years have been the company's local agent on St. George Island, and 
during the sealing season have, a part of the time, gone to St. Paul 
Island and took charge of the killing at Northeast Point, which is known 
to be the largest fur seal rookery in the world. For ten years prior to 
1878 I resided most of the time at Northeast Point, having landed and 
taken seals there in 1868. I have had twenty-four years' experience in 
the fur-seal industry as it exists in the waters of the North Pacific and 
Bering Sea, and have made a very careful study of the habits and con- 
ditions of this useful animal. During this period it has been my duty 
as a trusted employee of the lessees to observe and report, each year, 
the condition of the rookeries. My instructions were explicit and 
emphatic to never permit, under any circumstances, any practices to 
obtain that would result in injury to the herds. These instructions 
have been faithfully carried out by myself and other employees of the 
lessees of the Islands, and the laws and regulations governing the per- 
petuation of seal life have been rigidly enforced by all the Government 
ageuts in charge of the islands. 

In my twenty-three years' experience as a whaler in Bering Sea and the 
North Pacific, during which time I visited every part of the coast surround- 
iu g these waters, and my subsequent twenty-four years' experience on the 
seal islands in Bering and Okhotsk seas, I have never known or heard 
of any place where the Alaskan fur seals breed except on the Pribilof 
group in Bering Sea. These islands are isolated and seem, to possess 
the necessary climatic conditions to make them the favorite breeding 
grounds of the Alaskan far seals, and it is here they congregate during 
the summer months of eac^h year to bring forth and rear their young. 
Leaving the islands late in the fall or in early winter, on account of the 
inclemency of the weather, they journey southward through the passes 
of the Aleutian Archipelago to the coast of California, Oregon, and 
Washington, and, gradually working their way back to Bering Sea, 
they again come up on the rookeries soon after the ice disappears from 
the shores of the islands; and my observation leads me to believe that 
they select, as near as possible, the places they occupied the year 
before. The young seals are born on the breeding rookeries in June 
and July. The head constitutes the greater part of this animal at this 
time, and they are clumsy and awkward in all their movements, and if 
swept into the water by accident or otherwise would perish from inabil- 
ity to swim — a fact that I have often observed, and one which is well 
kiiown to all who have paid any attention to the subject. Practically, 
they remain in this helpless condition, though taking on fat rapidly, 
until they are from 6 to 7 weeks old, when tiSiey commence to go into 
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'shallow water, aud, after repeated trials, learn to swim; but even then 
they spend most of their time on land until they leave the islands late 
in !N'ovember. During the first few weeks after their birth they are not 
amphibious, and land is a necessity to their existence. The mother 
seaJs go out to sea to feed soon after giving birth to their young, and 
return at intervals of from a few hours to several days to suckle and 
nourish their young. 

The mother seal readily distinguishes her own offspring from that of 
others, nor will she i>ermit the young of any other seal to suckle her. 
I have noticed in the killing of young seals (pups) for food in November 
that their stomachs were full of milk, although, apparently, the mothers 
had not been on the ivslands for several days previous. I have observed 
that the male seals taken in the forepart of the season, or within a few 
days after their arrival at the islands, are fat and their stomachs con- 
tain quantities of undigested fish (mostly cod), while the stoma<5hs of 
these killed in the latter part of the season are empty; and they dimin- 
ish in flesh until they leave the islands lat« in the season. 

I am of the opinion that while the female often goes long distances to 
feed while giving nourishment to her young, the male seals of 2 years 
old and over seldom, if ever, leave the islands for that purpose until they 
start on their migration southward. When the seals are on the breed 
ing grounds they are not easily frightened unless they are too nearly 
approached, and even then they will go but a short distance if the cause 
of their fright becomes stationary. 

It is impossible to estimate with any sort of accuracy the number of 
seals on the Pribilof Islands, because of the seals being constantly in 
motion, and because the breeding grounds are so covered with broken 
rocks of all sizes that the density varies. I think all estimates hereto- 
fore made are unreliable, and in the case of Elliott and others who have 
endeavored to make a census of seal life, the numbers are, in my opinion, 
exaggerated. Measurements of the breeding grounds, however, show 
an increase or decrease of the number of seals, because the harems are 
always crowded together as closely as the nature of the ground and 
temper of the old bulls will permit. My observation ha« been that 
there was an expansion of the rookeries from 1870 up to at least 1879, 
which fact I attribute to the careful management of the islands by the 
United States Government. In the year 1880 I thought I began to 
notice a falling off from the number of seals on Northeast Point rookery, 
but this decrease was so very slight that probably it would not have 
been observed by one less familiar with seal life and its conditions than 
I; but I could not discover or learn that it showed itself on any of the 
other rookeries. In 1884 and 1885 I noticed a decrease, and it became 
so marked in 1886 tlrat everyone on the islands saw It. This marked 
decrease in 1886 showed itself on aU the rookeries on both islands. 

Until 1887 or 1888, however, the decrease was not felt in obtaining 
skins, at which time the standard was lowered from 6 and 7 pounds to 
5 and 4^ pounds. The hauling grounds of Northeast Point kept up 
the standard longer than the other rookeries, because, as I believe, the 
latter rookeries had felt the drain of open-sea sealing during 1885 and 
1886 more than Northeast Point, the cows ft*om the other rookeries 
having gone to the southward to feed, where the majority of the sealing 
schooners were engaged in taking seal. There was never while 1 have 
been upon the island any scarcity of vigorous bulls, there always being 
a suflBcient number to fertilize all the cows coming to the islands. It 
was always borne in mind by those on the islands that a sufiicient num- 
ber of males must be preserved for breeding purposes, and this accounts 
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partly for the lowering of the standard weight of skins in 1888. The 
season of 1891 showed that male seals had certainly been in sufficient 
number the year before, because the pups on the rookeries were as 
many as should be for the number of cows landing, the ratio being the 
same as in former years. Then, too, there was a surplus of vigorous 
bulls in 1891 who could obtain no cows. Every care is taken in driving 
the seals from the hauling to the killing grounds, and during the regu- 
lar killing season of June and July there are no females driven, because 
at this season they are on the breeding rookeries and do not intermingle 
with the young males. If occasionally one does happen to be in the 
drive great care is taken not to injure her; the law prohibiting the kill- 
ing of the female seal is well understood by the natives, and they are 
thoroughly in sympathy with it. Even were I to request them to kill 
a female seal they would refuse to do it, and would immediately report 
me to the Government agent. I have known an occasional one to be 
killed by accident during the food drives late in the season, when the 
males and females intermingle on the hauling grounds, but the clubber 
was always severely rebukcS by the chief for his carelessness, as well 
as by the Government and company officers. 

My observation is that the number of female seals killed on the 
islands from all causes is too insignificantly small to be noticed. The 
longest drives made on St. George Island are from Starry Arteel and 
Great Eastern rookeries, and they are less than 3 miles long. Drives 
from these rookeries require from four to six hours, according to the 
weather. At Zapadnie rookery, on St. George, the drive to the killing 
grounds is less than a mile, the seals are now being killed there instead 
of being driven across the island as they were prior to 1878, when it 
took three days to make the journey. There is now a salt house at 
Zapadnie, at which the skins are salted as soon as taken. The killing 
grounds on both islands are all situated within a very short distance 
from the shore, and seals not suitable to be killed, or that are turned 
out for any cause, immediately go into the water, and, after sporting 
around for an hour or two, they return to the hauling grounds, and to 
all ai)pearances they are as unconcerned and careless of the presence 
of man as they were before they were driven to the killing grounds. 
I have often observed that the seals when on the islands do not take 
fright easily at the presence of man; and the natives go among them 
with impunity. They will go into a herd of seals on the hauling 
grounds and quietly separate them into as many divisions and subdivi- 
sions as is necessary before driving them to the killing grounds. At 
the killing grounds they are again divided into bunches or "pods'^ of 
20 or 30 each more readily than the same number of domestic animals 
could be handled under the same circumstances. 

The bulls on the rookeries will not only stand their ground against 
the approach of man, but will become the aggressors if disturbed. 
Pups are tame and very playful when young, and previous to 1891, 
when it was the practice to kill 3,000 or 4,000 for natives' food in 
November, thousands of them were picked up and handled to determine 
sex, for only the males were allowed to be killed. Hair seal and seal 
lions haul out on the islands and are seldom disturbed, yet they will 
plunge into the water at once should they discover anyone upon their 
rookeries. But it is not so with the fur seal. They seem at home on 
the rookeries and hauling grounds, and they show a degree of domestica- 
tion seldom found among similar animals. At Northeast Point rookery, 
on St. Paul Island, the longest drive is 2 miles. In former times the 
Russians used to drive from this rookery to St. Paul village, a distance 
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of 12^ miles. Seals turned away from the killing groands return to the 
rookery from which they were driven; therefore a male seal is not 
redriven day after day, because a hauling ground is always given sev- 
eral days' rest before being driven from again. I never saw or heard of 
the generative organs of a male seal being injured by driving or by 
redriving, and if such a thing had taken place, even in exceptional 
cases, the natives would have noticed and reported it, which they never 
did. I have seen a seal's flippers made sore by driving, but I never 
saw one that was seriously injured by driving. I do not believe that a 
male seal's powers of reproduction were ever affected by driving or 
redriving. 

The bulls maintain their positions on the rookeries from the time 
they arrive till the cows come by most bloody battles, and after the 
cows commence arriving they are continually contending for their pos- 
sessions. During these conflicts they are often seriously wounded, and 
their exertions are far more violent than any effort made by a young 
male during a drive. Then, too, the male seal must have great vitality 
to' remain on the rookeries for three months without eating or drinking 
and with little sleep. In spite of this drain on his vital force he 
is able to fertilize all the cows which he can get possession of, and a 
barren cow is a rarity. I believe that a bull can serve one hundred or 
more cows, and it is an absurdity to think that an animal i>ossessing 
such remarkable vigor could be made impotent by being driven or 
redriven when a bachelor. An impotent bull would have neither the 
inclination or vigor to maintain himself on the rookeries against the 
fierce and vigorous possessors of harems. The only bulls hauling up 
away from the breeding rookeries are those whose extreme old age and 
long service have made them impotent and useless, and I have never 
seen or heard tell of anything that would make an exception to this 
rule. The methods employed in taking the skins are, in my opinion, 
the best that can be adopted. The killing grounds are situated as near 
the rookeries and hauling grounds as is possible without having the 
breeders or bachelors disturbed by the smell of blood or putrefaction, 
and most stringent regulations have always been enforced to prevent 
disturbing or frightening the breeding seals. 

I am convinced that if open-sea sealing had never been indulged in 
to the extent it has since 1885, or perhaps a year or two earlier, 100,000 
male skins could have been taken annually forever from the Pribilof 
Islands without decreasing the seal herd below its normal size and 
condition. The cause of the decrease which has taken place can be 
accounted for only by open sea sealing; for, until that means of destruc- 
tion to seal life grew to be of such proportions as to alarm those inter- 
ested in the seals, the seal herd increased, and since that time the 
decrease of the number of seals has been proportionate to the increase 
in the number of those engaged in open-sea sealing. The maiority of 
seals killed in the water are females, and all the females killed in Ber- 
ing Sea are mothers who have left their pups on the rookeries and gone 
some distance from the islands in search of food. The death of every 
such mother seal at sea means the death of her pup on shore, because 
it is absolutely and entirely dependent on her for its daily sustenance. 
I never heard of any disease among the seal herd, nor of an epidemic 
of any sort or at any time in the history of the islands. I do not 
remember the precise date of the first successful raid upon the rookeries 
by sealing schooners, but I do know that for the past ten years there 
have been many such raids attempted, and a few of them successfully 
carried out, and that as the number of schooners increased around the 
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islands, the attempted raids increased in proportion, and it has beei. 
deemed necessary to keep armed guards near the rookeries to repel such 
attacks. Although a few of the raids were successful, and a few hun- 
dred seals killed and carried oif from time to time during the past ten 
years, the aggregate of all the seals thus destroyed is too small to be 
mentioned when considering the cause of the sudden decline of seal 
life on the Pribilof Islands. 

Twenty-four years of my life have been devoted to the sealing indus- 
try in all of its details as it is pursued upon the Pribilof Islands, and 
it is but natural that I should become deeply interested in the subject 
of the seal life. My experience has been practical rather than theo- 
retical. I have seen the herds grow and multiply under careful man- 
agement until their numbers were millions, as was the case in 1880. 
From 1884 to 1891 1 saw their numbers decline, under the same careful 
management, until in the latter year there was not more than one-fourth 
of their numbers coming to the islands. In my judgment there is but 
one cause for that decline and the present condition of the rookeries, 
and that is the shotgun and the rifle of the pelagic hunter, and it is my 
opinion that if the lessees had not taken a seal on the islands for the 
last ten years we would still find the breeding grounds in about the 
same condition as they are to-day, so destructive to seal life are the 
methods adopted by these hunters. I believe the number they secure 
is small, as compared with the number they destroy. Were it males 
only that they killed the damage would be temporary, but it is mostly 
females that they kill in the open waters, and it is plain to anyone 
familiar with this animal that extermination must soon follow unless 
some restrictive measures are adopted without delay. 

The foregoing is substantially the same stfitement that I made to the 
commissioners who visited the islands in 1891. 

Daniel Websteb, 



PELAGIC SEALING AND PRIBILOF ROOKERIES. 

Deposition of Washington 0, Cotdson, United States Revenue Marine, in 

command of the Rush. 

State of California, 

City and County of San Francisco, ss: 
Washington 0. Ooulson, Moving been duly sworn, deposes and says: 
I am captain in the United States Eevenue Gutter Service. At present 
I am in command of the United States revenue cutter Rush. I was 
attached to the United States revenue cutter Lincoln, under the com- 
mand of Capt. C. M. Scammon, during the year 1870, from June until the 
close of the year as a third lieutenant, and have been an officer in the 
revenue service ever since. In the month of that year that 1 was in the 
Bering Sea and at the seal islands of St. Paul and St. George. I went 
on shore at both islands and observed the seals and seal life, the 
method of killing, etc. I noticed particularly the great number of seal, 
which were estimated by those competent to judge that at least 5,000,000 
and x)ossibly 6,000,000, were in sight on the different rookeries. To me 
it seemed as though the hillside and hauling grounds were literally 
alive, so great was the number of seals. At St. George Island, though 
the seals were never in as great numbers nor were there so many haul- 
ing places, the seals were very plentiful. At this time and for several 
year thereafter pelagic sealing did not take place to any extent and the 
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animals were not diverted from their nsnal paths of traveL All firo 
arms were forbidden and never have been nsed on these islands in the 
killing and taking of seals. In fact, unusual noise even on the ships at 
anchor near these islands is avoided. 

Visiting the rookeries is not permitted only on certain conditions^ and 
anything that might frighten the seals avoided. The seals are never 
killed in or near the rookeries, but are driven a short distance inland, 
to grounds especially set apart for this work. I do not see how it is 
possible to conduct the sealing process with greater care or judgment. 
Under the direction of Mr. Kedpath, on St. Paul, and Mr, Webster, on 
St. George islands — ^men who have superintended this work for many 
years — ^the natives do the driving, and the killing is performed under 
the supervision of the Government agents. The natives understand 
just how much fatigue can be endured by the seals, and the kind of 
weather suitable for driving and killing; no greater precaution in that 
regard can be taken. The evidence of this is in the small percentage 
of animals injured or overheated in these drives. I do not believe the 
animals are much frightened or disturbed by the process of selecting 
the drives from the rookeries, nor do I think it has a tendency to scare 
the animals away from the islands. 

During the seasons of 1890 and 1891 1 was in command of the reve- 
nue cutter Rush in Bering Sea and cruised extensively in those waters 
around the seal islands and the Aleutian group. In the season of 1890 
I visited the islands of St. Paul and St. George in the months of July, 
August, and September, and had ample and frequent opportunities of 
observing the seal life as compared with 1870. I was astonished at the 
reduced numbers of seals and the extent of bare ground on the rook- 
eries in 1890 as compared with that of 1870, and which in that year was 
alive with seal life. In 1890 the North American Commercial Company 
were unable to kill seals of suitable size to make their quota of 60,000 
allowed by their lease, and, in my opinion, had they been permitted to 
take 50,000 in 1891, they could not have secured that number if they 
had killed every bachelor seal with a merchantable skin on both islands, 
so great was the diminution in the number of animals found there. 

I arrived with my command at St. Paul Island June 7, 1891; at that 
date very few seals had arrived and but a small number had been killed 
for fresh food. On the 12th of June, 1891, we were at St. George Island 
and found a few seals had been taken there, also for food, the number 
of seals arriving not being enough to warrant the killing of any great 
number. During that year I was at and around both these islands 
every month from and including June until the 1st day of December 
(excepting October), and at no time were there as many seals in sight as 
in 1890. I assert this from actual observation, and it is my opinion we 
will find less this year; and should pelagic sealing in the Korth Pacific 
and Bering Sea continue, it is only a question of a very few years when 
seal in these seas, and especially at the seal islands, will be a thing of 
the past, for they are being rapidly destroyed by the killing of females 
in the open sea. 

As to the percentage of seals lost in pelagic sealing where the use of 
firearms is employed, I am not able to state of my own observation, 
but firom conversations with those engaged in the business I am of the 
opinion that the number secured is small compared with those lost in 
attempts to secure them. No mention was ever made of any unusual 
number of dead pups upon the rookeries having been noticed at any 
time prior to my visit in 1870, but when I again visited the islands in 
1890 I found it a subject of much solicitude by those interested in the 
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I>erpetaatioD, and in 1891 it had assamed such proportions as to canse 
serious alarm. The natives making the drives first discovered this 
trouble, then special agents took note, and later on I think almost every- 
one who was allowed to visit the rookeries could not close their eyes or 
nostrils to the great numbers of dead pups to be seen on all sides. 
In company with Special Agent Murray, Captain Hooper, and Engineer 
Brer ton, of the Oorwin^ I visited the Reef and Garbotch rookeries, St. 
Paul Island, in August, 1891, and saw one of the most pitiable sights 
that I have ever witnessed. Thousands of dead and dying pups were 
scattered over the rookeries, while the shores were lined with emaciated, 
hungry little fellows, with their eyes turned toward the sea uttering 
plaintive cries for their mothers, which were destined never to return. 
Numbers of them were opened, their stomachs examined, and the fact 
revealed that starvation was the cause of death, no organic disease 
being apparent. 

The greatest number of seals taken by hunters in 1891 was to the 
westward and northwestward of St. Paul Island, and the largest num- 
ber of dead pups were found that year in rookeries situated on the 
western side of the island. This fact alone goes a great way, in my 
opinion, to confirm the theory that the loss of the mothers was the 
cause of mortality among the young. 

After the mother saals have given birth to their young on the islands 
they go to the water to feed and bathe, and I have observed them not 
only around the islands, but irom 80 to 100 miles out at sea. 

In different years the feeding grounds or the location where the greater 
number of seals are taken by poachers seem to differ; in other words, 
the seals frequently change feeding grounds. For instance, in 1887, the 
greatest number of seals were taken by poachers between Unamak, 
Akutan Passes, and the seal islands, and to the south westward and east- 
ward, in many cases from 50 to 160 miles distant from the seal islands. 
In the season of 1890 to the southward and westward, also to north- 
west and northeast of the islands, showing that the seals had been scat- 
tered. The season of 1891 the greatest number were taken to northward 
or westward of St. Paul, and at various distances, from 25 to 150 miles 
away. 

On my cruise to St. Matthews and Unamak Island we did not discover 
any seal within 25 or 30 miles of those islands, nor do I know of or believe 
that the seals haul out upon land in any of the American waters of 
Bering Sea except at the Pribilof Islands. If the seal life is to be 
preserved for commercial purposes the seals must be protected, not 
only in the Bering Sea, but in the waters along the Pacific Coast from 
the Aleutian Passes to the Goluntbia River. 

Wash. C. Coulson, 
Captain^ United States Revenue Marine. 



Deposition of Thomas F. Morgan, a^ent of lessees of Pribilof and 
Commander islands. 

State op Connecticut, 

New London County^ ss: 
Thomas F. Morgan, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am the 
person described in and who verified two certain affidavits on the 5tb 
day of April, 1892, before Sevellon A. Brown, notary public, in rela- 
tion to the habits, management, etc., of the for seals. 
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The harems on the Pribilof Islands have at all times varied very 
much in size. In the years when I was on the islands, between 1874 
and 1887, it was always possible to find individual harems with 50 or 
perhaps 80 females, while others would only have 4 or 6 females, not- 
withstanding the average harem would perhaps contain from 15 to 30 
females. Large harems, though in smaller numbers, continued to exist 
even in the years 1885 and 1887, when, as I have already stated in a 
former affidavit, the number of females began to decrease. 

While I was on the islands there was no such thing known as dis- 
turbing breeders or stampeding the rookeries. The herd is driven 
from the rookery, is kept anf ay from filth as much as possible, for the 
reason that the skins which are taken, if clean, take salt better, cure 
in better condition, and bring better prices. Filth, grease, and oil 
make skins come out of kench flat, and such skins are classed as low 
when sold. Mud spoils the salt for quick work, so the cleaner the skins 
are, the better. As the rejected seals are only to be got away from the 
killing ground, the quickest way to the sea is the route chosen, and 
they often pass over decaying carcasses, but not of necessity, as they 
are allowed to choose their own gait and route to the sea. They do not 
seem to object to this any more than to the filth caused by the excre- 
ment and decaying placentas on the breeding grounds. 

I was on the Gommander Islands in 1891 as -agent of the Russian 
Seal Skin Company. I never heard anyone state that barren females (I 
mean females without young) were noticed there, and I don't believe 
that any person whose opinion would be entitled to consideration noticed 
this fact. It soon would have become a matter of common knowledge 
on the islands if there had been any number of adult females without 
young. The only sure way to determine whether an adult female is 
barren is to examine her as to whether she is giving milk or is dry. As 
the young seals do not follow the mother continuously, the fact of seeing 
females without pups with them does not prove that they have not pups 
somewhere on the breeding grounds, and no person having any knowl- 
edge of rookery life could draw such an inference, and claim that the 
females were therefore barren. 

While on the Pribilof Islands I don't know that I ever saw a sterile 
female seal. It is impossible to recognize the same seal from year to 
year unless, as in the case of a few old bulls which have large scars, a 
torn lip, a white blind eye, the nose split, or some unnatural mark. 
And, although I have seen old females without milk, very fat, associat- 
ing with the young males, I could not say that they had not been fertil- 
ize, and, not having an ofi'spring to care for, were associating with the 
males until the season arrived for the herd to leave. At one time the 
suggestion was made that it would be a good plan to kill these females. 
I denied that it was possible for anyone to know that they would not 
bear young, and that if the killing of one female was authorized it 
would open the way to do great injury to the herd. For, when it 
became desirable to market a large number of skins, the clubber would 
see large numbers of females unfit for breeding. 

It is difScult to discover fresh excrement on the rookeries, for the 
seals' flippers soon wipe out the evidence looked for. Still I have often 
seen it. In color it is orange, light yellow to almost colorless, and in 
consistency soft, almost liquid. At times it is very oftensive, and at 
others nearly odorless. But the soil of the breeding ground is impreg- 
nated with it, which gives to the rookery a most disagreeable odor that 
is increased by the decaying placentas. 

I am quoted by the British commissioners (section 825 of their report) 
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to show that in 1884 an irregularity in the habits of the seals took place 
at the Pribilof Islands. This irregularity consisted in the following : In 
previous years the seals that arrived in June furnished nearly all 8-pound 
skins and over ; very few of these seals wete let go or rejected, and when 
any were rejected it was principally because they were too large. But 
this year the 2-year-old seals commenced to land much earlier, and the 
run of large half bulls arrived in more scattered bunches, just as if the 
herd had been turned back in places and hurried ahead in others, thus 
hurrying the smaller seals, so that they came on with the head of the 
flock, and turning back some of the large seals which formerly had arrived 
later. No irregularity was observed in the habits of the female seals. 

Thomas F. Morgan. 



Deposition of James Q. 8wan^ former inspector of customs^ employee of 
Indian Bureau cmd of Fish Commission of United States. 

State op Washinghdon, 

Jefferson County^ ss: 

James O. Swan, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 74 
years old, a resident of Port Townsend, Wash., and by occupation a 
lawyer. I am also United States commissioner, Hawaiian consul, 
commissioner for the State of Oregon, and a notary public. I came to 
the Pacific Coast in 1860 and to Port Towusend in 1859, where I have 
since held my residence the greater part of the time to the present 
date. From 1862 to 1866 I was employed in the Indian Bureau of the 
Interior Department and stationed at iN'eah Bay, and again from 1878 
to 1881 1 was inspector of customs at the same place. In 1883 I also 
visited there in the employ of the Fish Commissioner. 

In 1880, at the request of the late Professor Baird, of the Smithson- 
ian Institute at Washington, I made a careful study of the habits of 
the fur seal {Gallorhinus tirsinus) found in the vicinity of Cape Flattery 
and the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and the result of my observation is 
embodied in the Tenth United States Census (report of United States 
Fish and Fisheries, sec. 6, vol. 2, p. 293. Fur seal of Cape Flattery 
and Vicinity) and iu the report of the United States Fish Commission. 
(Bulletin United States Fish Commission, vol. 3, pp. 201-207.) 

The observations upon which these reports are based were mostly 
confined to the immediate vicinity of Cape Flattery, and I had at that 
time no opportunity for extended inquiry as to the pelagic habits of 
the animals. The natural history of the seal herd of the Pribilof Islands, 
when upon or in the immediate vicinity of the land, had been minutely, 
and, I have no doubt, accurately, described by H. W. Elliott in his mono- 
graph published in 1875. There had been up to that date no series of 
observations nor good evidence on which to base the hypothesis that 
the Pribilof herd and the large mass of seals annually seen on the lati- 
tude of Cape Flattery were identical. On the contrary, there seemed 
then to be many evidences that some other rookeries than those of the 
Pribilof Islands were located at some point on the Oregon, Washington, 
or British Columbia coast. Young seals were occasionally found by 
the Indians upon or near the beaches, and pregnant females were often 
captured by them so heavy with pup, and apparently so near their full 
term of pregnancy, as to warrant the belief that the young must be 
either bom in the water upon bunches of kelp or upon the rocks and 
beaches on or near the coast. Young seals were often brought to the 
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Indian villages, and the testimony of both Indian and white hunters at 
that time pointed strongly to the conclusion that the breeding grounds 
of the animals with which we were familiar could not be far distant. I 
have myself seen the black pups in the water when they appeared to be 
but a few weeks old, and others have assured me that a considerable 
number were found from time to time swimming with their mothers. 
This phenomenon being of constant occurrence year after year, and in the 
absence of a wider range of observations, we were naturally confirmed 
by them in the conclusion to which I have above referred. 

In recent years it has been demonstrated by the large catches obtained 
off the coast by pelagic hunters, and by the testimony of a great num- 
ber of people whose attention has been directed to the matter, that the 
herd of seals, of which we saw only a very limited proportion from the 
Neah Bay station, is a very large one; and it now seems beyond a doubt 
that the comparatively few authentic cases in which pups were seen 
upon or in the vicinity of the coast were anomalous, for it is reasonable 
to suppose that in so large a mass of pregnant females an occasional 
one would be prematurely overtaken by the pains of the parturition, 
and that the offspring brought forth under favorable conditions, as 
upon a bunch of kelp or some rock, should survive at least a few days 
and be brought in and kept by the Indians, as I have occasionally seen 
them. I have also seen at the villages late in the season, in the hands 
of the Indian boys, live pups which had been recently removed from 
their speared mothers, and whose vitality was such that they continued 
to live for several days; but it is a well-known fact that young mam- 
malia may be born several days, or possibly even a month or two, 
before full term and still survive. It is possible, too, that as a source 
of error the hunters may have mistaken gray pups whoso coats had 
been darkened by wetting, or those a few mouths old, born the prece- 
ding summer, for the so-called black pups. 

At the Neah Bay station large bull seals are seldom seen, and the 
major part of those killed are pregnant females, having in them small 
fetuses early in the season — say about January or February — and later 
full-grown young. From all the evidence I am able to gather, I believe 
the different classes of seals remain apart when upon the British Colum- 
bia coast, and old bulls and immature young males being chiefly found 
at a considerable distance from the land, while the pregnant females 
and young males travel close along the shore, and are frequently seen 
in limited numbers in the straits and inlets. 

In the light of investigation and research had since the date of my 
observations, the most of which were made more than ten years ago, I 
am satisfied that the mass of the herd from which the British Columbia 
or Victoria catch is obtained are born neither in the water nor upon the 
land in the vicinity where they are caught, and it appears most probable 
from the routes upon which they are followed and the location in which 
they are found by pelagic hunters between March and August that 
they originate in, migrate from, and annually return to Bering Sea. 

It has been stated in print that I said I had seen pups born on the 
kelp in the water. This is a gross misrepresentation. I merely said 
that it had been reported to me that such birth had been witnessed, 
and quoted as my authority Capt. E. H. McAlmond, of the schooner 
Champion (p. 203, vol. 1, of United States Fish Commission's report). 

Pelagic sealing was carried on by the Indians at Neah Bay long 
before 1 first went among them, but they were then, and until within a 
few years, provided only with their canoes, spears, and other native 
implements, constituting the necessary outfit for an aboriginal seal 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 113 

hunter. The destructian wrought by them upon the seal herd was, 
compared with the vast number of which it was composed, very slight, 
-and did little harm to anyone, while the result to the Indians was then 
and is still of great importance. Kow pelagic seal hunting is carried 
on in quite a different manner. Numerous expeditions are fitted out in 
well-equipped vessels, some of them under both steam and sail, manned 
by whites and Indians, and armed with guns and spears. I am 
informed and believe that the herd has greatly decreased within the 
last two or three years, and that if pelagic sealing is not soon checked 
the herd will be driven hither and thither and so decimated as to render 
it commercially valueless. This would be a great wrong to the Indians, 
who are dependent to a great measure upon the seals for a livelihood, 
as w^ as needless, wanton waste, which civilized nations ought not to 
permit. It can not be denied that the natives, who have utilized the 
seal fisheries adjacent to their settlements from their earliest history 
and profited by them, deserve some consideration. I believe that in 
order to preserve the rookeries upon the islands and build them up to 
their former productiveness it is only necessary to restrict pelagic seal- 
ing to the coast south of 54^ 40' and confine it to the use of the primi- 
tive methods formerly employed by the natives. 

James G. Swan. 



Deposition of Joseph Stanley- Brown, Treaswy agent. 

District of Columbia, 

Oity of Washington^ ss: 

Joseph Stanley-Brown, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 37 
years of age; am a citizen of the United States; reside at Mentor, 
Ohio, flud am by profession a geologist. 

I spent the entire season of 1891 upon the Pribilof Islands, and during 
the summer of 189^ again visited them and spent the period between 
June 9 and August 14 upon the islands of St. Paul and St. George in 
continuation of my investigations concerning seal life. This season, in 
addition to the continuous general examination of all the rookeries and 
the plottings of the breeding-ground areas upon charts, certain special 
stations were selected at points within easy reach of the village and 
daily visits made thereto. This method of work gave me an excellent 
opportunity to make comparisons between the breeding areas of 1891 
and those of 1892. 

As the result of my observations during the past season, it is my 
opinion that there was no increase among the females — the producing 
class — but on the contrary that there was a perceptible falling oft'. 
This decrease was the more noticeable at points on the rookeries where 
the smaller groups of breeding seals are to be found. 

There was so little driving during the season of 1892 that an excellent 
opportunity was given to observe life upon the hauling grounds, several 
of which were not disturbed during the entire season. There seemed 
to be a slight increase of the young bachelor seals, although this may 
have been more apparent than real from the fact that being unmolested 
they accumulated in large bands. 

It is quite certain that the normal habit of the hoUuschickie is to 
remain most of their time upon shore, and if left to themselves would 
8])end more time there than in the water. I have kept a close daily 
watch upon groups of young males, the uionibers of which did not go 
into the water for a week or ten days at a time. 
B. Doc. 92, pt. 2 8 
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Any statement to the effect tliat the occasional occurrence of large 
harems indicates a decrease in the available number of virile males, and 
hence deterioration of the rookeries, should be received with gre^t 
caution if not entirely ignored. The buUs play only a secondary part in 
the formation of harems. It is the cow which takes the initiative. She 
is in the water beyond the reach or control of the male and can select 
her own point of landing. Her manner on coming ashore is readily 
distinguished from that of the young males which continuously play 
along the sea margin of the breeding grounds. She comes out of the 
water, carefully noses or smells the rocks here or there like a dog, and 
then makes her way to the bull of her own selecting. In this incipient 
stage of her career on shore there is but little interference on the part 
of the male, but once well away from the water and near the bull she 
has chosen, he approaches her, manifests his pleasure, and greetings are 
exchanged. She then joins the other cows and as soon as dry lies down 
and goes comfortably to sleep. I have seen this selective power exer- 
cised repeatedly, and the result is that one bull will be especially favored 
while those within 15 or 20 feet will be ignored. 

The size of the harems, therefore, has of itself but little to do with 
the question of lack of virile males, but indicates only the selective 
power of the females. If 100 bulls represented the necessary supply of 
virile males we might, by reason of this fact, find 10 bulls with very 
large harems, 10 with still less, 50 with a reasonable number, 20 with a 
few, and 10 with none. An onlooker would not, therefore, be justified 
in stating that by reason of these few large harems there is a lack of 
virile males. 

In the very nature of things it seems impossible that any method 
other than this one of selection on the part of the female could ever 
have existed. 

Large harems are frequently due to topographic conditions, the con- 
figuration of the land being such that the females can only reach the 
breeding grounds through narrow passageways between the rocks, and 
around the terminations of which they collect. 

Harems often coalesce; then boundaries become indefinite, and when 
their size and position make them too large for control, cows pass to the 
rear and are appropriated by the bulls there. 

When once the female is located, the bull exercises rigid control and 
permits no leaving of the lands until she has been served. I never saw 
a harem so large that the vigilance of the bull in this respect was ever 
relaxed. His consorts may escape to another harem, but they are never 
permitted to go to sea until an inspection convinces the bull that they are 
entitled to do so. Xo intelligent observer would be so bold as to assert 
that during the season of 1892 there was not an abundance of males of 
complete virility, despite the occurrence of occasional large harems. 
The accompanying photographs* show that even at the height of the sea- 
son, and just previous to the disintegration of the breeding grounds, 
there were unsupplied with cows old males which had taken their stand 
and from which 1 was unable to drive them with stones. 

I should have been extremely glad to have been able to note a great 
many more of these large harems, but the work of the pelagic hunter 
among the females has been so effective that the average size of the 
harems is growing smaller and smaller, while the number of the idle 
bulls is steadily increasing. The rookeries of the Pribilof Islands will 
never bo destroyed by superabundance of large harems. 



1 Not furnialied. 
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I arrived on the ialandB this year a few days after the coming of the 
first cows, and by selecting a small harem composed of seals, the arrival 
of which I have seen, and giving it daily observation, I was able to sat- 
isfy myself that females begin to go into the water from fourteen to 
seventeen days after first landing. On first entering the sea they make 
a straight line for the outer waters, and as far as the eye can follow them 
they seem still to be traveling. The first cows to arrive are the first to 
depart in search of food, and by the first week in July the cows are 
coming and going with such frequency as to be readily seen at any 
time, 'jphe accompanying photograph^ (taken on July 8, 1892, from the 
same position but one day earlier than the one of last year which faces 
page 13 of volume 2, of the case) shows pups, the mothers of which 
are at sea. 

The fact that the coat of the cow assumes from residence on the shore 
a rusty or sunburned aspect gives a ready means of observing her 
movements. The rustiness is quickly lost by life in the sea. 

The movements of females can also to a certain extent be well observed 
by their appearance after giving birth to their pups — after fasting and 
after gorging themselves with food. After the birth of the pup, and 
after remaining upon the rookeries even for a few days when the period 
of coming from and going into the water has been entered ui>on, the 
mother has a very decid^ly gaunt appearance, in strong contrast to 
the plumpness of pregnancy or full feeding. After feeding at sea they 
come ashore again well rounded up. So marked is this that I have 
been repeatedly misled by mothers in such a condition, mistaking them 
for pregnant cows, and have discovered my error by seeing her call 
her pup and suckle it. If I had any doubt in my mind as to cows feed- 
ing at sea it was dispelled by an examination of three cows I shot at 
Kortheast Point on July 26, 1892. Two '* sunburnt '^ cows were first 
killed, and their stomachs were found to be empty. Another was shot 
just as she came ashore and her stomach was gorged with half digested 
codfish, which was identified by Mr. Townsend, an expert of the United 
States Fish Oommission. A dissection was made of this seal, and the 
udder — which extends, as a broad, thick sheet, thinning out toward 
the edges, over the entire abdominal portion oi the cow and well up 
to the fore flippers — was so charged with milk that on removing the skin 
the milk freely flowed out in all directions, and previous to skinning it 
was possible with but little effort to extract a sufftcient amount to enable 
me to determine its taste and consistency. A large supply of food is 
necessary to furuish such an abundant amount of milk. I have no 
doubt that a well-developed mother seal could yield between a pint and 
a quart of milk in the first twenty-four hours after landing from a feed- 
ing expedition, and with such rich fountains to draw upon it is no won- 
der that the voracious pups increase during their residence upon the 
island not less than four times their weight at birth. And it is equally 
certain that without such a constant supply of nourishment they could 
not make such a rapid growth as they do. 

The presence of excrementitious matter upon the breeding rookeries 
is recognized both by sight and smell. It is of a yellowish color, and 
though much of it is excreted, it is of such a liquid consistency that it 
is quickly rubbed into and mingled with the soil, and thereafter its 
existence can only be noticed through the discoloration of the soil and 
the offensive odor. The latter is readily detected at a distance of miles, 
when the wind is completely impregnated with it. The odor bears no 

> Not fDmlahed. 
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resemblance to that which arises from the bodies of a large number of 
assembled animals. 

The quantity of excrementitious matter present is influenced by the 
nature of their diet, which, being flsh, is largely assimilated, while in 
their coming and going much of it may be deposited in the water, to 
say nothing of drenching from rain, to which the rookeries (many of 
which are solid rock) are subjected. 

On the hauling grounds, on the other hand, it is almost impossible to 
detect such matter, either through its presence, the appearance of the 
soil, or its odor. This is a well-known fact to anyone who has even 
casually inspected such hauling grounds as Middle Hill, parts of Za^ 
padnie, western end of English Bay, western end of North Bookery, 
Starry Arteel, Great East Eookery, and others. 

This difference between the breeding grounds and the true hauling 
grounds is explained by the fact that the former are occupied by nurs- 
ing females, which are constantly feeding, while the latter are frequented 
chiefly by young males, which take but little food during the summer. 
This abstention from food on their part is further indicated by the fact 
that, with exceptions now and then observed on the killing grounds, 
they grow thinner and thinner as the season advances. 

The pup at birth is received by the mother with an aft'ectionate regard 
that is unmistakable; a sound not unlike that made by an ewe, but not 
so loudj can be heard, and care is exercised by the mother for the pup's 
protection. I have repeatedly seen a mother, when her offspring was 
still so young as to be helpless, remove it beyond the reach of the surf, 
or gently lift it from a hole between the bowlders into which it had 
fallen. I have seen them often place the udder in the most available 
position for the pup to suck, and move themselves sufficiently close for 
it to be within easy reach. After an absence in the sea, the mother 
invariably calls to her young repeatedly, and manifesto pleasure on find- 
ing it. Later on the pup is able to recognize ite mother, and as the 
female will suckle only her own pup the pleasure and contentment 
which the meeting gives both is evident to the most careless observer. 

Dead pups were as conspicuous in their infrequency in 1892 as by 
their numerousness in 1891. In no instance was there to be noted an 
unusual number of dead pups, except on the breeding grounds of 
Tolstoi, the position, character, and size of which gave prominence to 
the carcasses. Here the mortality, while in no way approaching that 
of the previous season, was still beyond the normal, as indicated by the 
deaths upon the other breeding grounds. 

Any surreptitious killing of the mothers can not be charged with it, 
for such killing either there or anywhere else on the island would have 
become the gossip of the village and readily detected by the attempt to 
dispose of the skins. There are no hauling grounds so close to the 
breeding areas that the driving of the young males could cause conster- 
nation among the females during the breeding season. Stampedes or 
disturbances can not account for it, for not only are the breeding 
grounds in this particular case of Tolstoi one-fourth of a mile away 
from the hauling grounds, namely, at Middle Hill (the nearest point to 
that breeding ground from which seals were driven in 1891 and 1892), 
but it would be practically impossible to stampede this breeding ground 
by any disturbing cause save of such magnitude as to be the subject of 
common knowledge on the islands, and I know that no cause for such a 
commotion occurred. 

Seals will stand a large amount of annoyance before leaving their 
harems, or, indeed, being permitted to do so by the bulls, and the mm. 
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does not live who can stampede rookery bnlls. Ko smoke of vessels or 
presence of ships ever caase the stampede of an entire breeding ground. 
Such things have been reported bat no one has ever seen it, and it 
would require persistent effort to accomplish such a result. I have had 
cause to send natives on several occasions entirely across a rookery, 
and no stampede ensued. I have thrown eggshells filled with blue 
paint at female seals, for the purpose of marking them, until rocks and 
seals were a mass of blue color, but with no disturbing effect. In the 
prosecution of my investigations I have shot females with a noiseless 
rifle upon a small detached breeding ground, have crawled in and 
dragged out the seals killed without causing the other mothers to recede 
more than 20 feet, and in fifteen minutes thereafter the breeding grounds 
presented their wonted appearance. 

After two seasons' observation I unhesitatingly state that I do not 
believe there has ever been breeding grounds stampeded in such a whole- 
sale manner as to cause the death of pups. If such occurred in 1891 
and 1892 it is certainly extraordinary that only the starvelings met death. 

The true explanation of the deaths upon Tolstoi this year is not 
readily found, and must be sought in local causes other than those indi- 
cated above, and I am confident that to none of those caases can be justly 
attributed the dead pups of 1891 and 1892. The following explanation, 
based upon my acquaintance with the facts, is offered in a tentative way: 

A glance at the map will show that the location and topographic 
character of this rookery have no counterpart elsewhere on the island. 
The rookeries upon which deaths are infrequent are those which are 
narrow and upon the rear of which are precipitous bluffs that prevent 
the wandering of pups backward. The larger part of Tolstoi, as will 
be seen from the map, extends far back and has great lateral dimen- 
sions. Much of it is composed of drifting sands and it has rather a 
steep inclination down to the sea. The shore is an open one, and the 
surf, either gentle or violent, is almost constantly present. As the time 
for learning to swim approaches the pups find it easy to come down the 
incline. They congregate in large numbers ui)on the sandy shore and 
begin their swimming lessons. This is at a period when they are still 
immature and not very strong. The buffeting of the waves exhausts 
them and coming ashore they either wander off, or straggling a certain 
distance up the incline, made more difficult of ascent by the loose sand 
of which it is composed, lie down to rest and sleep, and are overlooked 
by their mothers returning from the sea. I have seen mother seals go 
up the entire incline seeking their pups. 

I find nothing in the history of dead pups upon the island this year 
which does not confirm my belief that the great mortality of the season 
of 1891 was due to i>elagic sealing in Bering Sea. Had it not been so, 
there is no reason why the deaths in 1892 should not have been as 
widely distributed as they were the previous year. 

During the past summer particular care was taken to have the drives 
conduct^ in the same manner as in previous years, in order that the 
effect of driving upon the young males might be noted. 

From June 10 (the day after my arrival) to the close of the season, on 
August 9, there were eleven drives made, the longest one being from 
Middle Hill, about 2 miles from the village killing ground. With two 
exceptions, no drives were made from the same hauling grounds except 
at intervals of two weeks. As the killing this year was limited to 
7,500, there could be but few seals taken each week, and this necessita- 
ted turning back to the water, about 200 yards distant from the killing 
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ground,from 75 to 86 per cent of those driven up, and gave an excellent 
opportunity to observe the effect of driving upon large bands of seals. 
In driving it is true that if the weather is unfavorable a few may die 
en route, or in anticipation of their death are clubbed, skinned, and 
their pelts added to the quota. It is also true that sometimes there are 
manifestations of weariness and exhaiistion among the driven seals; 
that driving causes some excitement; that occasionally smothering 
occurs, and that there are other episodes happening on and about the 
killing field which are necessarily incident to and must always form 
part of the killing of seals on land, and which are likely to obscure the 
judgment of the observer or be allowed to assume undue prominence in 
his mind. But the chief question is the potency of these episodes as 
destructive agents. To what extent do they occur and to what extent 
do tbey effect the herd at large are the points to be fairly considered; 
and their consideration must not be influenced by an exaggeration due 
to the sensibilities of the observer. Care should be and is at all times 
exercised to avoid needless waste; but after giving the greatest promi- 
ncDce possible to the injurious methods which are alleged to have been 
employed at different times since tbe American occupancy of the islands, 
my observations lead me to believe that the loss of life from the causes 
indicated above would be but a fraction of 1 per cent of the seals driven ; 
and I also believe that it can not, with any show of justice, be made to 
account for or play other than a very insignificant part in the diminution 
of seal life. After my observations of two seasons I can not believe 
that creatures which in their maturity possess suflScient vitality to live 
for eighty or ninety days without food or water, and in which their fetal 
life can be cut from the mother and still live for days, are as bachelor 
seals injured in their virility or to any extent disabled physically by the 
driving to which they are subjected on the Pribilof Jslands. 

Joseph Stanley-Bbown. 



DEAD PUPS. 

Deposition of J. C. 8, Alcerly, surgeon United States Revenue Marine, and 
resident surgeon on 8t Paul Island. 

State op Oalipobnia, 

City amd County of San Francisco^ ss: 
J. 0. S. Akerly, Ph. B., M. D., having been duly sworn, deposes and 
says: I am a graduate of the University of California, 1882, and a 
graduate of the Cooper Medical College, 1885. From June to August 
18, 1891, 1 was surgeon on the revenue-marine steamer Oorwin. From 
August 18 to November 24, 1891, 1 was resident physician on St. Paul 
Island, one of the Pribilof or seal islands. I am at present a practicing 
physician at Oakland, Cal. During my stay on the islands I made fre- 
quent visits to the different seal rookeries. One thing which attracted 
my attention was the immense number of dead young seals; another 
was the presence of quite a number of young sesfls on all the rookeries 
in an emaciated and apparently very weak condition. I was requested 
by tlie Government agent to examine some of the carcasses for the pur- 
pose of determining the cause or causes of their death. I visited and 
walked over all the rookeries. On all, dead seals were to be found in 
immense numbers. Their number was more api)arent on those rookeries 
such as Tolstoi and Halfway Point, the water sides of which were on 
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Bmooth ground, and the eye could glide over patches of ground hun- 
dreds of feet in extent which were thickly strewn with carcasses. 

Where the water side of the rookeries, as at Northeast Point and the 
Eeef (south of the village), was on rocky ground, the immense num- 
ber of dead was not so apparent, but a closer examination showed that 
the dead were there in equally great number scattered among the rocks. 
In some localities the ground was so thickly strewn with the dead that 
one had to pick his way carefully in order to avoid stepping on the car- 
casses. The great mass of dead in all cases was within a short dis- 
tance of the water's edge. The patches of dead would commence at 
the water's edge and stretch in a wide swath up into the rookery.. 
Amongst the immense masses of dead were seldom to be found the car-' 
casses of full-grown seals, but the carcasses were those of pups or 
young seals born that year. I can give no idea of the exact number of 
dead, but I believe that they could only be numbered by the thousands 
on each rookery. Along the water's edge, and scattered amongst the 
dead, were quite a number of live pups, which were in an emaciated 
condition. Many had hardly the strength to drag themselves out of 
one's way, thus contrasting strongly, both in appearance and actions, 
with the plump condition and active, aggressive conduct of the healthy 
appearing pups. 

The majority of the pups, like all healthy nursing animals, were plump 
and fairly rolling in fat. I have watched the femaJe seals draw up out of 
tiie water, each pick out its pup from the hundreds of young seals Bi)ort- 
ing near the water's edge, and with them scramble to a clear spot on the 
rookery, and lying down give them suck. Although I saw pups nurs- 
ing in a great many cases, yet I never saw one of the sickly looking 
pups receiving attention from the female. They seemed to be deserted. 

The cause of the great mortality among the seal pups seemed to me to 
have ceased to act in great part before my first visits to the rookeries, 
for subsequent visits did not show as great an increase in the masses 
of dead as I would have expected had the causes still been in active 
operation. It seemed to me that there were fewer sickly looking pups 
at each subsequent visit. This grew to be more and more the case as 
the season advanced. When 1 visited the rookeries for the purpose of 
examining the dead bodies it was with extreme difficulty that carcasses 
could be found fresh enough to permit of a satisfactory examination. 
I examined a large number of carcasses. All showed an absence of 
fatty tissue between the skin and muscular tissue. The omentum in 
all cases was destitute of fat. These are the positions where fat is 
usually present in all animals. Well-nourished young animals always 
have a large amount of fat in these localities. The few carcasses which 
were found in a fair state of preservation were examined more thor- 
oughly. The stomachs were found empty and contracted, but pre- 
sented no evidence of disease. The intestines were empty, save in a 
few cases, where small amounts of fecal matter were found in the large 
intestines. A careful examination of the intestines failed to discover 
any evidence of disease. The heart, lungs, liver, and kidneys were in 
a healthy condition. 

Such is the evidence on which I have founded my opinion that the 
cause of the great mortality during 1891 among the young seals on 
St. Paul Island, Bering Sea, was caused by the deprivation of mothers' 
milk. The result of my investigation is that there was great mortality 
exclusively among nursing seals. Second, the cause of this mortality 
seemed to have been abated pari passu with the abatement of sea seal- 
ing. Third, the presence of emaciated, sickly looking pups which 
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were apparently deserted by their mothers. Fourth, the plamp, 
healthy appearance of all the pups I saw nursing. Fifth, the emaciated 
condition of the dead. Sixth, the absence of food in the stomachs 
and their contracted condition. Seventh, the absence of digested food 
in the intestines. Eighth, the absence of even fecal matter, save in 
small amounts in a few cases. Ninth, the absence of stru(;tural 
changes iu the viscera or other parts of the bodies to account for the 
death 

J. 0. S. Akebly, Ph. B., M. D. 



Deposition of Henry W. Elliott. 

City op WASHiNaTON, 

District of Columbia^ ss : 

Henry W. Elliott, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am a resi- 
dent of Cleveland, Ohio, where I was born ; am 46 years of age, and 
am a citizen of the United States. 

T first visit-ed the Pribilof Islands in April, 1872, under the joint 
appointment of the United States Treasury Department and of the 
Smithsonian Institution, and resided thereon until August, 1873. In 
1874 1 made another prolonged visit under the authority of a special 
act of Congress. I visited the islands again briefly in 1876, and during 
May, June, July, and August, under authority of a special act of Con- 
gress, in 1890. During each visit I carefully studied the seal life on 
these islands, and investigated the habits of the fur seals. In these 
years I also visited the various islands in and around Bering Sea, the 
leading ports and inhabited places on the mainland and islands of 
Alaska in the Pacific Ocean, as also the ports of British Columbia and 
the United States; witnessed the methods of pelagic sealing, con- 
versed with many pelagic seal hunters, shipmasters, and fur traders, 
and sought in all possible ways to acquaint myself fully with seal life 
and the taking of seals. 

CLIMATIC CONDITIONS OF PRIBILOF ISLANDS* 

The Pribilof Islands possess a peculiar climate. There are but two 
seasons, winter and summer; the former begins with November and 
ends with April, the mean temperature being 20^ to 26^ P. above zero; 
summer brings only a slight elevation in the temperature, between 15^ 
or 2(P, so that the mean temperature of that season is 40^ to 46^. 
With the opening of the summer, about the Ist of May, a cold, moist 
fog settles down upon these islands, and is ever present until the latter 
part of October. It is doubtless to this remarkably damp and sunless 
atmosphere, together with the isolation of these islands, and the fact 
that from their formation they are rai)idly drained, that the seals seek 
these islands to breed; in fact, it is necessary that such a sunless and 
moist climate with a low temperature should exist for this species of 
fur seal when on land, and it becomes highly important that they should 
be so protected as to make their chosen home as free from unnecessary 
molestation as possible. It is quite certain that the seal herd which 
perennially frequents the Pribilof Islands has no other terrestrial haunt, 
and now never lands, even temporarily, on any other terra flrma in or 
bounding the Pacific Ocean or Bering Sea. 

When all the climatic, topographical, and other facts are considered, 
which are so remarkably favorable to seal life on the Pribilof Islands, 
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and which, with the exception of the CommaDder Islands of Bnssia, 
can not be foand anywhere else in the Northern Pacific or Bering Sea, 
the reasondTare plain why these islands have been selected by the fur 
seals for their breeding resorts, since reproduction of their kind can 
not be effected in the sea. 

My personal observation and study of seal life during the past 
twenty years have led me to the certain conclusion that all the herd of 
fur seals (Oalloi^hinu^a urslnna) which now make their annual migration 
from and back to the Pribilof Islands (described hereafter) were all 
born in June and July (annually) upon the Pribilof Islands, pass the 
first four months of their existence on these islands, nursing at irregu- 
lar intervals, learning to swim, and in shedding their fetal coats of 
black hair for their seagoing jackets of hair and fur, leave in Novem- 
ber, and annually return there to spend from four to six months of each 
year. In my published observations of 1872 and 1874 I thought it 
possible there might be some commingling of the Pribilof seals with 
the seal herd of the Eussian Islands, but from my subsequent study of 
their migrations and'of the varietal differences in the herds in the two 
localities, it is now very clear to me that they never mingle on the 
islands, each herd keeping to its own side of the ocean and annually 
resorting to its own fixed breeding grounds. 

ARKIVAL .OF THB BUIXS. 

Between the 1st and 5th of May a few of the adult males (bulls) may 
be found upon the breeding grounds on the Pribilof Islands, but many 
of them may be seen swimming a short distance from the shore for sev- 
eral days before landing. The method of landing is to come collectively 
to these rookeries which they occupied the former season, but whether 
a bull always takes up the same position or strives to do so I was unable 
to gather sufficient data to determine, my opinion being to the contrary. 
After landing, the bulls fight furiously for positions upon the rookeries, 
the place of advantage being nearest the sea. 

FASTINO ON THE ROOKERIB8. 

All the bulls, from the time they have established themselves upon 
the breeding grounds, do not leave them for a single instant, night or 
day, nor do they until the end of the breeding season, which closes 
some time between the 1st and 10th of August as a rule. The bulls 
therefore for the space of three or four months abstain entirely firom 
food of any kind or water. When they do return to the water they are 
greatly emaciated and lack life and activity. But the females, directly 
to the contrary, feed at frequent intervals during the suckling period, 
and at the end of the season are as sleek and fat as when they first 
hauled out. 

ARRIVAL OF THE COWS. 

The cows, or females, begin to come up from the sea during the fore 
part of June, and after continual battles between the rival bulls are 
finally settlea upon the rookeries. All the females of 2 years of age or 
older "haul up'' on the breeding rookeries, whether they are pregnant 
or not, and during the period from June until the middle of August 
they may be found coming and going almost continuously to and from 
the rookeries, except a few barren cows, which I will mention here- 
after. The pregnant cows land upon the islands from instinctive knowl- 
edge that their period of gestation, which is about twelve months. 
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lacking only a few days, has come to an end. As the pups (the yonng 
Heals; can not be born in the water, the female's instinct causes her to 
seek the land, upon which her young is brought forth, sometimes in a 
few hours, but usually in a day or two, after landing. 

AGB OF SEALS. 

The bulls on the rookeries are at least 6 years of age, that being about 
the time when they attain their growth, the ago of puberty being 
probably about 5 years. The remainder of the male seals, being those 
younger and less powerful, called *' bachelors," I will refer to later. The 
cows probably reach their growth between 4 and 6 years, but give birth 
to their first pup when 3, so that cows 2 years old are found upon the 
breeding grounds; they are the nubiles. 

ORGANIZATION OF THK ROOKXRIES. 

As the cows haul up on the shores they are met by the bulls, who 
coax and urge them toward their own position on the rookeries. Dur- 
ing this process the most bitter fights occurred between the bulls for 
iwssession of the cows in 1872-1874; those nearest the water being the 
most advantageously located, obtained the greatest number for their 
harems, sometimes having as many as 40 or 50 cows in their possession, 
while those farther inland could obtain sometimes only 2 or 3; it was 
very diflBcult to fix the average number of cows to a harem in 1872- 
1874, but I estimated it at about 15 or 20. 

PELA.OIG COITION IMP0S8IBLX. 

In the act of coition on the breeding rookeries I have noticed the fact 
that no effective coition took place until the cow was brought up to or 
laid against an inequality of the rookery or fragment of the rock; that, 
in spite of the bulk of the male being so great and resting upon the 
female as she lies upon her belly, the orgasms are so rapid and violent 
that she is shoved forward unless some obstruction holds her in places 
This fact is, I believe, suflBcient to satisfy anyone who carefully consid- 
ers the matter that it is a physical impossibility for these seals to copu- 
late in the water. In my opinion there is no conceivable position in 
which effectual coition can take place in the water. I also observed 
that the period of connection in the early part of the season lasted fron? 
eight to fourteen minutes, and in the latter part, when the bull was not 
as vigorous, from four to six minutes. 

THE PUPS. 

Immediately after birth the seal pup begins to move about and to 
nurse, which it often does to gorging itself. It weighs but 3 or 4 pounds 
when born and is only about 12 inches long. The female after bringing 
forth her young goes frequently to and from the water, to feed and 
bathe. On returning from the sea she will recognize the cry of her 
young though ten thousand pups are bleating at once, and will imme- 
diately go to it. The pups themselves do not recognize their own 
mothers — a fact I ascertained by careftil observation. The mother, 
however, will not permit any pup but her own to suckle, and will fight 
off any which attempt it. 

YOUNG 8EAXS LEARNING TO SWIM. 

The pup when born ran not swim. If he is thrown a rod or two into 
the water, his head, which is heavy, will immediately sink, and his pos- 
tjprior parts rise to the surface. Suffocation is only a matter of a few 
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minates. Until he is almost six weeks old a pup can not live in tlie 
water. He then begins to try the water, never going intentionally 
beyond his depth ; soon he becomes bolder and strikes out, using at first 
only his flippers; then he grows more and more expert, until finally the 
sea alongshore is his frequent abiding place. The young seal, there- 
fore, up to the time it learns to swim, is a land animal — ^in no way a 
full-fledged amphibian; and it requires four months of suckling by its 
mother on the land before it becomes able to shift for itself and ia 
abandoned by its parents. 

BARRKN FRMALB8. 

Whenever a female ceases to breed or is barren she hauls up with 
the bachelors, and no longer goes on the breeding grounds; she, how- 
ever, can be easily distinguished, and whenever one became mixed in 
a drive the natives pointed her out to me in 1872-1874. The whole 
number of barren cows was then very inconsiderable. 

UNATTACHED MALES. 

Behind the harems there were always a number of idle and vigorous 
bulls in 1872-1874, who were unable to obtain any consorts, but they had 
to do severe battle to maintain their position at all. 

DISORGANIZATION OF THE ROOKERIES. 

Between the 20th of July, when the rutting season closes, and the 5th 
or 8th of August, the harems have changed from their methodical com- 
pact disposition on the rookeries. The old bulls begin to leave; the 
pups are gathered into pods or groups. The cows, pups, and idle bulls 
before mentioned now take possession of the rookeries in a disordered 
manner, together with a large contingent of the bachelor seals, who have 
not thus far been permitted to land on the breeding grounds by the other 
males. By the middle of August three-fourths of the cows spend the 
greater part of their time in the water, only coming on shore at irregular 
intervals to nurse their, young. The food of the £r seals is mainly fish, 
squids and crustaceans, and mothers, while nursing their young, I am 
satisfied, go great distances in Bering Sea for this food — 50, 100, and even 
200 miles away from the Pribilof Islands for that subsistence. 

SWIMMING OF SEALS. 

I am unable to state positively how rapidly a seal can swim, but I 
have seen squads of young bachelors follow the revenue cutter, Reli- 
ance, upon which I was, swimming alongside and around the vessel for 
hours, when she was moving at the rate of 14 knots an hour. My opinion 
is that the bachelors and those cows which are not heavy with pups can 
travel through the water from 18 to 20 miles an hour for many consecu- 
tive hours without pausing to rest. 

HOLLUSCHICKIE, OB BACHELOR SEALS. 

The male fur seals under the age of 6 years are not allowed to land 
upon the breeding grounds by the older and stronger males, and so are 
compelled to herd by themselves. These seals are called hoUuschickie 
or bachelors, and the places which they occupy on land are called haul- 
ing grounds, in contradistinction to the breeding rockeries. It is from 
this class of seals that the killable seals are selected. 
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UKtATINO THX HAUUVO GROUNDS. 

The hauling grounds are located on the low, tree beaches not occu- 
pied by the breeding grounds, or else inland behind the harems. In 
;he latter case, lanes are left between the harems by the old bulls for 
ihe bachelors to pass to and from the sea. In 1872 I noticed one of 
these lanes on the Polavina rookery and the one at Tolstoi and the 
cwo at the Reef rookery, but when I returned in 1874 the lanes had 
Deen entirely closed up. But the other locations on unoccupied beaches 
Are the most favored hauling grounds. The bachelors when on land 
can be readily separated into their several classes as to age by the 
color of their coats and sizes.; 

DRIVINa THB SBAL8 TO THE KILLING GROUNDS. 

Only the bachelor seals of from 2 to 5 years of age have been killed 
by the lessees of the islands. No female has been or is allowed to be 
taken ; a few have been killed by accident. A number of seals are 
driven from the hauling grounds to the killing grounds after being 
separated from the rest by the natives. They can be driven safely at 
the speed of half a mile an hour, providing the weather is reasonably 
wet and cold. On arriving at the killing grounds they are killed with 
clubs and their skins removed. During my visit to the islands, in 1890, 
I was led to the conclusion that some unnecessary loss of life had been 
occasioned by excessive driving, and that the methods of culling the 
herd must be abolished; but this loss, which is bad enough, bears no 
comparison in its injurious effect upon the herd to that loss by reason 
of indiscriminate slaughter which is inflicted upon the fur-seal herd 
unchecked by pelagic hunting. Of this I will speak later. Besides, 
the injurious ettiect of excessive driving can be easily corrected. It 
was stopped in 1890, and has been still further restricted since on the 
islands. 

WEIGHT AND 8IZB OF 8SAL8. 

A bull when full grown weighs between 400 and 500 pounds, some- 
times even 600, and measures from 6 to 7 feet in length. The female 
weighs from 70 to 120 pounds, and measures 4 to 4^ feet in length. 
The bachelors, over 1 year and up to 5 years old, weigh from 50 to 200 
pounds, and are from 4 to 5^ or 6 feet in length. 

DEPARTURE OF THE SEALS. 

About the Ist of November the great mass of the cows and bachelors 
begin to depart, and the pups following from the islands, going south- 
ward, the old bulls having nearly all preceded them in September and 
October. Some, however, remain as long as the ice and snow will per- 
mit, and when the winters are mild and little ice is about the islands, 
which occasionally occurs, fur seals are seen there until late in January 
in small numbers, a few hundreds at the most. 

THE BnORATION OF THE PRIBILOF SEAL HERD. 

To this, my affidavit, I append a track chart^ of the path traveled by 
the Pribilof fur-seal herd in the North Pacific Ocean from the time it 
leaves the seal islands and Bering Sea in the late autumn until it 
reenters Bering Sea in June or 4th to 10th of July following. From 
records kept at Unalaska and Umnak for the last eighty years, and 
from other information, I believe it to be a fact, well settled, that the 
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ftir seals regularly pass out from the waters of Bering Sea into the 
North Pacific by the middle or end of November as a body; that these 
animals do not turn to the eastward and up by the peninsular and 
Kadiak coast, but keep directly south till lost to view. 

From ship captains who have sailed during the last twenty years 
between San Francisco and Puget Sound, I have learned that while 
making out from San Francisco from the Sound, a long westerly rea(*h, 
they have seen large numbers of fur seals 800 or more miles at sea in 
January or late December moving toward the California Coast. Early 
in January the first stragglers begin to appear off the California Coast 
and by the middle of February the main body of the herd arrives 
simultaneously off between Santa Barbara and Cape Mendocino. From 
this point the progress of the herd northward is indicated on the chart 
hereto attached.^ The fact of this annual migration of the Pribilof fur- 
seal herd and the route thereof is stated from knowledge derived from 
my own study in the field, and from the testimony of those traders and 
mariners who responded to my inquiries at Unalaska, Uniak, Sannak, 
Belcovskie, Kadiak, Nuchek, Yakutat, Sitka, Fort Simpson, Victoria, 
Port Townsend,,and Astoria. 

THB HERD VISrr ONLY THB PLACB OF THEIR BIRTH. 

From all the facts that have come to my knowledge in relation to the 
annual migration of the fur-seal herd, and also from information care- 
fully gathered, I am convinced and believe that the Pribilof herd of fur 
seals now never laud upon any other coast or islands save the Pribi- 
lof group, the land of their birth. At no time along the coast does thci 
herd approach nearer than gunshot of the shore, and is often 100 to 200 
miles distant therefrom. 

GROWTH OF PBLAGIO 8BALIKO. 

When I first visited Alaskan waters in 1865-66, and again in 1872, 
pelagic sealing was almost unknown, except by Indians in canoes eAoug 
the North Pacific Coast and the catch was small, from 5,000 to 10,000 
annually. In 1885 it began to assume larger proportions, for white men 
then embarked, and in 1886 the number of vessels engaged with, white 
crews in pelagic sealing was 17 ; the number in 1890 was 42, and in 1891, 
86 known craft j and probably 10 or 12 more clearing for *' whaling and 
trading,'' where, in fact, they intended to seal. 

The distinctive effects of open-water killing on the seal herd may be 
better understood by examining the manner in which pcdagic sealing is 
now carried on. 

MANNER OF PBLA6I0 BBALXNG. 

A sealing schooner is seldom over 80 or under 40 tons measurement, 
employing 15 or 20 men. The vessel saUs well into the track of the 
migrating herd of fur seals. Each boat, to the number of 7 or 8, is 
manned with two men, one of whom rows; the other sits in the bow 
with his shotgun or rifle and gaff-pole. The boat also contains a small 
keg of water, some provisions, ammunition locker, skinning knives, and 
an extra pair of oars and sail. These boats are let down over the side 
of the vessel, and row out one after the other to the windward, taking 
up positions just so far from each other as to be in hail of the one next 
to them toward the schooner; in this way they can cover 6, 7, or 8 
miles, and the furthermost may be out of sight of the schooner. 
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When the boats have taken their position the oarsman just keeps the 
boat's nose to the wind, and thehanter keeps a lookout for seals. 

A fur seal, when discovered by the hunter in the open ocean, is either 
sleeping or feeding, and so the only classification by these hunters is 
"feeders" or " sleepers." It is an absolute impossibility for the hunter 
to determine the sex or the age of any fur seal when in the water, until 
it is dragged into the boat. 

In swimming the seal is always submerged several feet below the sur- 
face. The seal also devours its food beneath the water. It is, however, 
compelled to come up every three, five, or fifteen minutes to breathe, 
rising head and shoulders above the water for a second or two. If the 
seal rises very near the hunter's boat it will dive again too quickly to 
be shot at, but if it raises 30, 50 or 100 yards ft*om the boat, it will pause 
a moment — ^long enough for the hunter to shoot at it. 

If the seal is not hit or is wounded it at once dives and can never be 
secured; if it is killed by the shot it sinks, and unless the boat is moved 
up in a minute or two to the spot where the animal sank the carcass will 
be invisible from the surface. If, however, the seal happens to be 
wounded so as to be stunned or dazed, it will flounder on the surface 
of the water until secured. Except, therefore, in the last peculiar man- 
ner of wounding, the seal hunter never knows whether he has missed, 
wounded, or killed the seal. Provided, however, the boat can be rowed 
immediately to the spot where the seal was, which depends on the accu- 
racy of fixing the spot — ^necessarily a most difficult matter — the hunter 
may perceive the sinking body, if the seal was killed, some 4, 6, or 8 
feet below the surface. In that case he reaches down with his gaff and 
fastens on to the carcass and drags it up to the boat. Seals wounded 
either fatally or slightly are never found. They instantly dive and 
swim away^ to perish sooner or later. 

THE WASTE OF LIFE. 

A hunter takes, say, 200 cartridges when he leaves the schooner in 
the morning, and after perhaps sixteen hours' work returns to the ves- 
sel with all these expended. If for these he can show 10 or 12 skins it 
is considered a good day's work. The pelagic hunter certainly kills and 
fatally wounds a very large number of animals which he never secures 
the bodies of, the number hit and secured depending very largely upon 
the retrieving skill of the hunter. From conversations I have had with 
pelagic hunters, I am of the opinion that a large majority of them do 
not get one out of every five that th^y shoot at within and beyond a 
range of 50 yards. At 30 to 50 yards' distance they are almost sure to 
hit them if they use buckshot. Ko hunter who uses a gun can tell the 
exact number he secures, as compared with the number he kills or 
fatally wounds. He can not x)ossibly tell the truth, even if he wants 
to do so. He usually blazes away at every seal that rises within range 
to a hundred yards or even farther. 

The Indian hunters accompanying a sealing schooner generally use a 
toggle-headed spear, fastened to the canoe by a line which they use. 
After a storm the seals sleep more than at any other time, and it is 
tben the Indian hunters are let down in their canoes and paddle 
off to the windward, the hunter standing or squatting in the bow, 
spear in hand, looking for the protruding nose, of a sleeping seal. 
When a "sleeper" is seen, the canoe is silently paddled as near the 
animal as possible, the spear is thrown, and if the seal is struck she 
is dragged into the canoe by the line. An Indian hunter secures 
nearly every seal he strikes; but it is also indiscriminate slaughter, as 
he can not distinguish the age or sex of the "sleeper" before striking it. 
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PROHIBITION IN BERING SEA AND NORfB PACIFIC NECESSARY. 

After carefully examining the situation, actual records, and trusD- 
worthy testimony of men engaged in sealing, with whom I have con- 
versed, and also from knowledge of the migratory habit and pecaliar 
circumstances of seal life, I am of the opinion that unchecked pelagic 
sealing is sure, speedy destruction of the Pribilof herd of j^r seals; 
that if allowed to continue, and the fleet increases in number of vessels 
and increased skill of hunters, even though the present modus vivendi 
should remain in force, it would result in the utter commercial ruin of 
the herd; that in order to preserve the seals from complete destruction, 
as a commercial factor.it is necessary that pelagic sealing should not 
only be prohibited in JBering Sea, but also in the North Pacific, from 
the 1st of May until the end of October, annually. The pelagic hunters 
to day kill at least 90 per cent cows, the great majority being with 
young, nearly ready for delivery, in the Pacific Ocean. 

As the physical conditions are such that it is utterly imi)08sible to 
discriminate in matters of sex or age when shooting or spearing in 
the water, it is evident that pelagic sealing can not be regulated in the 
slightest degree beyond its complete prohibition within certain limits. 
A zone or belt of 30 or even more miles about the Pribilof Islands will 
be entirely ineffective. No pelagic sealing can be permitted in Bering 
Sea with safety to the preservation of the herd, and the prohibition 
should extend into the North Pacific to a period sufficiently early (at 
least by the Ist of May) in the season to protect in great measure the 
pregnant female seals as they pass along up the coast. 

The visit which I made to the Pribilof Islands in 1890 satisfied me 
that a very great decrease had taken place in the seal herd which 
annually resorts to those islands. My observations in 1872, 1874, and 
1876 led me to the conclusion that, provided matters were conducted 
in the seal islands as they were then, 100,000 male seals under 5 years 
of age might be safely taken each year without injury to the regular 
birth rates or natural increase of the herd, provided no abnormal cause 
of destruction occurred. But in 1890 1 found an entirely diff'erent condi- 
tion of affairs existing. This decrease I attribute in the greatest meas- 
ure to the pelagic sealing above mentioned. Its effect has been so great 
that there is demanded, in my opinion, a cessation of all killing on the 
islands, except for the necessities of the natives for a few years, as well 
as the permanent prohibition of pelagic sealing, as alreskdy indicated, 
thus giving an opportunity for the herd to reestablish itself approxi- 
mately to its normal conditions. When the killing is again permitted 
on the islands for commercial purposes the regulations of the Treasury 
Department can be rigidly enforced, overdriving can easily be prevented, 
and the present killing of pups by the natives for food should be pro- 
hibited, at least until the herd shall have reached the form and condi- 
tion which I found during 1872-1876. 

With such regulations in force, and with pelagic sealing discondnued, 
it may be confidently anticipated that within a few years this species, 
so valuable to the human race, will be restored to a condition which 
will render it valuable once again to the commerce of the civilized 
world; and this restoration will prove enduring. 

Henry W. Elliott. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a notaiy public in and for the 
District of Columbia, this 13th day of April, 1892. 
[L. s.] Sbvellon a. Brown. 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 

United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, 

Steamer Mc Arthur ^ December 9, 1892. 
Hon. John W. Foster, 

Seoretury of State, Washington, D. 0. 

Sib : I have the honor to forward the affidavit desired, and will forward 
the duplicate to-morrow. 

We anchored oli' Sechat village at 3.30 p. m. April 20. Oar native 
chief came alongside and was requested to come on board in the morn- 
ing and bring with him some of the chief men of the village. He had 
planned to go hunting wild geese, which were flying at the time; so I 
promised him $3 or $5 for his loss of time and to accompany us to other 
villages. We took their testimony in the morning of the 21st, and ran 
to another village, anchoring at 10.45 a. m., took testimony and left at 
1.20. Anchored off Uchielet at 2.40 and left at 4.25. Anchored off 
Taylor Island at 7.20 p. m. and left for Port Townsend at 10 p. m. 

Two to three dollars were given to each head cbief and one dollar 
each to the others for their loss* of time and witness fee after testimony 
was given. All that was requested of them was to answer the questions 
truthfully. The white storekeeper was on board but a few minutes, and 
was invited to take a glass of beer or liquor. The priest dined on board, 
and, I believe, took a drink and some claret wine. We were not long 
enough in any one place to intoxicate anyone if we had been foolish 
enough to do so. I sincerely believe they would give the same 
testimony to an English party at any time. 

There were four commissioned officers of the Navy present during the 
testimony, and as many of the witnesses could speak and understand 
English, all were satisfied of their truthfulness. 
Very respectfully, 

W. P. Eay, 
Lieutenant, United States Navy^ Commanding. 



Deposition of W. P. Bay. 

State op Oalifobnia: 

W. P. Bay, being duly sworn, deposes and says: I am an officer in 
the United States Kayy, holding the grade of lieutenant. Under 
instructions irom Washington I went from Port Town«end to Barclay 
Sound, on the west coast of Vancouver Island, April 19, 1892, in the 
steamer McArthur, of the United States Coast Survey. I returned to 
Port Townsend three days later. The object of my visit to Barclay 
Sound was to procure information in the form of affidavits as to the 
habits of the fur seals, to be used in the pending arbitration with Great 
Britain. I visited the various points in that vicinity inhabited by the 
Indians, and took the testimony of a number of these people and of 
the priest of the village. For greater convenience I took the testimony 
aboard the steamer, and I agreed to pay, and did pay, each witness a 
reasonable sum for attendance, which sum did not exceed the usual fee 
allowed a witness in a court of justice. The total amount disbursed 
by me in obtaining the tostimony of these witnesses was $35, which 
amount was distributed among 15 men. It was made up partly of the 
amount paid to each individual witness on account of his attendance 
on board my vessel, partly of sums paid out to men who undertook to 
ascertain the whereabouts of certain of the witnesses and secure their 
attendance as above. Each witness received a plug of tobacco. Ko 
other gratuity of any sort was dispensed. 
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At no time daring my stay at Barclay Sound was any intoxicating 
liquor dispensed to any native witness, nor was auy witness under the 
influence of liquor at the time when I took his testimony. We were 
not more than two and a half hours at any one village. 

The testimony which I obtained was given in every instance willingly 
and cheerfully. Neither the witness fees nor the gratuities above men- 
tioned formed any part of the consideration for the giving of this testi- 
mony, and I firmly believe the same statements will be made to anyone 
visiting the place for information at any time. 

Just before leaving, Chief Charlie, chief of police, stated that he and 
his people had given food, clothing, shelter, and protection to many ship- 
wrecked Americans, and he requested blue cloth enough to make a uni- 
form suit, as he could not procure any there. It was given to him as a 
slight acknowledgment of his kindness to our people in distress. 
Value, $10. 

W. P. Bay, 
Lieutenant, United States Jvavy, 
Commanding Coast Survey Steamer McArthur. 

Sworn to before me this 9th day of December, 1892. 

[SBAL.1 ^ A. S. MAODONALD. 

Notary Public in and for Alameda County^ State of Oalifamia. 



Deposition of 0. L. Hooper. 

District op Columbia, 

City of Washington^ ss: 

Personally appeared before me C. L. Hooper, who, being duly sworn, 
deposes and says: I am 50 years of age; a resident of Oakland, Cal., 
and am an officer in the United States Bevenue-Marine Service, holding 
the grade of captain, and commanding the United States revenue- 
steamer Corwin. 

In obedience to instructions from the Secretary of the Treasury. I 
cruised in the l^orth Pacific Ocean from March 9 to May 16, 1892, for 
the purpose of investigating the habits of the fur seal when at sea. 
During these investigations I had occasion to take the depositions of a 
number of natives and white men familiar with the subject. 

During a portion of September, all of October, and a portion of 
November these investigations were continued in the vicinity of the 
Aleutian Archipelago, and a number of depositions were taken also 
from the natives of the Aleut villages situated thereon. 

No depositions were taken by me from the natives of Vancouver 
Island, nor from the natives from any other localities except as pre- 
viously indicated. 

In no instance was liquor in any form given by me, or by anyone on 
my vessel, to any affiant; no affiant was under the influence of liquor 
when his statement was made; no undue influence of any sort or 
description was used; no gratuities were given; only such witness fees 
were paid as would be a fair compensation for loss of time when snch 
loss of time actually occurred, and the testimony obtained was given 
freely and willingly. 

Two hundred and eighty depositions were taken, and the aggregate 
fees paid was $69.50. 

C. L. Hooper. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 13th day of December^ 1892. 

[SEAL.] SEYELLON A. BBOWN. 

H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 9 
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Deposition of William JET. WilliafM. 

District of Columbia, 

City of Washington^ ss: 

Personally appeared before me William H. Williams, who being duly . 
sworn, deposes and says: I reside at Wellington, Ohio; I am 56 years 
of age, and am United States Treasury agent in charge of the Pribilof 
Islands; 

I have seen several newspaper articles in which I am charged with 
having "suborned Indian testimony," with employing "unfair means'^ 
in obtaining evidence from Indians, and that conclusive proof of this 
misconduct has been procured by Major Sherwood of the Dominion 
police. 

The facts in connection with the procuring of these depositions are 
as follows: During the summer of 1892 I had occasion, in accordance 
with instructions from the Secretary of the Treasury, to take the depo- 
sitions of certain natives concerning the subjects of seal life and sealing 
at sea. The Indians from whom I took depositions were the Makah 
Indians at the Makah Agency, two Nitnat Indians at the same place, 
and the natives on the Pribilof Islands. Ko depositions were taken by 
me from any other natives, and I was never at Barclay Sound, on the 
west of Vancouver Island, or on the west coast of British Columbia, 
In taking depositions from the Makah Indians the only sum of money 
paid was $2.50, which was given by me to Ghestoqua Peterson, son of 
the chief^ tor his services as interpreter for two and one-half days. On 
the Pribilof Islands the sum of $5 was paid to Simeon Melivedof, a 
native and scbool teacher on the island, for four days' services as a 
copyist. These were the only sums of money paid by me to Indians or 
to natives, or to anyone in Alaska. 

In no instance was any liquor given to an af&ant by me, nor by any 
one either directly or indirectly associated with me; nor was any affiant 
under the influence of liquor when his deposition was made or verified; 
and no undue influence of any sort or description was employed. No 
gratuities in any form were given. The testimony obtained was not 
only freely and willingly given, in all instances, but often voluntarily. 
This was especially true of the two Nitnat Indians. 

In the case of the natives at the Makah Agency, the depositions were 
taken in the office of the Indian agent, Glynn, and under his personal 
knowledge. He is a radical in his opposition to the giving of intoxi- 
cants to natives, and had anyone attempted to offer one of the Indians 
liquor he would have been at once ejected firom the agency. 

Wm. H. Williams. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day of December, 1892. 
[SEAL.] Ghas. S. HuaHES, Notary Public. 



Additional deposition of William H. Williams. 

DiSTBiOT OF Columbia, 

City of Washington^ ss: 

Personally appeared before me William H. Williams, who, being duly 
sworn, deposes and says: I reside at Wellington, Ohio; am 56 years of 
age, and am United States Treasury agent in charge of the Pribilof 
Islands. 

During the summer of 1892 1 had occasion, in accordance with instruc- 
tions from the Secretary of the Treasury, to take the depositions of cer- 
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tain white men concerning the.Bubject of sealing at sea. The depositions 
were taken in Victoria from ship captains, seamen, boat pollers and 
steerers, seal hunters, and others interested in sealing, among them the 
vice-president of the Sealers' Association. All depositions were taken 
and verified before the United States consol, Myers^ at Victoria. This 
was the only place in which I took depositions in British Colombia. In 
no instance was any liqoor given by me to an affiant; nor was any affiant 
onder the infloence of liqoor when his deposition was made or verified; 
and no ondoe infiuence of any sort or description was employed. No 
gratuities were given. The testimony obtained was, in all instances, 
not only given freely and willingly, bot often volontanly. The usoal 
witness fees (in this case ranging from $1 to $3) were paid, and only in 
three instances was the latter sum given, the osoal price being $2. 

Wm. H. Williams. 
Sobscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day of December, 1892. 
[SEAL.] Ghas. S. Hughss, Notary Public 



DepoHtian ofJoMeph Murray. 

DiSTBiOT OF Columbia, 

City of Washington^ 89 : 

Personally appeared before me Joseph Morray, who, being doly sworn, 
deposes and says : I reside at Fort Collins, Colo. ; I am 50 years of age, 
and am the first assistant Treasory agent at the Pribilof Islands. 

In obedience to instroctions from the Secretary of the Treasury, I 
accompanied the Fish Commission steamer Albatross on the cruise made 
by that vessel during the month of April, 1892, and took dexK)sitious 
firom the natives of Cooks Inlet and Prince William Sound. I also took 
depositions in Kodiak, Victoria, Port Townsend, and Seattle from white 
men. In no instance was any liquor given to an affiant; nor was any 
affiant under the influence of liquor when his statement was made or 
verified ; and no und«e influence of any sort or description was employed. 
No compensation whatsoever was given by the Government to any 
native or other person for any purpose, and the testimony obtained was 
in all instances given freely and willingly. 

Joseph Mxtbbat. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 2l8t day of December, 1892. 
[SEAL.J Joseph A. Einslet, Notary Public. 



DBSTBUOTION OF FEMALE SEALS. 

Testimony of American furriers. 

Belative to matter of depletion of seal herds of the Pribilof Islands, 
this most deplorable fact is due in our opinion in great part, if not 
entirely, to the action of sealers in the indiscriminate killing of these 
animals while in transit to and from these islands for breeding purposes, 
the females being killed in much greater proportionate numbers, owing 
to their less aggressive nature and their being less able to escape. 
While on their way to these islands the cow (female) seal is in a condi- 
tion of pregnancy, the period of gestation ending shortly after their 
landing. If intercepted and killed while in this condition the loss is 
obvious. (G. G. Gunther's Sons.) 
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At that time (1865) he made his purchases from the Indiaus on the 
western coast of the American continent, who offered to him only the 
skins of female seals; that the price he originally paid for them was as 
low as 50 cents per skin ; that he offered the Indians a much higher 
price for male skins, and was told by them that the male seals could 
not be caught, and that many Indians whom he has personally seen 
kill seals, and from whom he has bought skins, have told him that male 
seals and the young cows were too active to be caught, and that it was 
only the female seals heavy with young which they could catch. The 
males, for instance, as deponent was told by the seal hunters, come up 
to the surface of the water after diving oft-en as much as a mile from 
the place they went down, whereas the females can, when pregnant, 
hardly dive at all. 

Deponent says that, from his own observation of live seals during 
many years, and from his personal inspection of the skins, he knows 
the difference between the skin of a female seal and a male seal to be 
very marked, and that the two are easily distinguishable. The skin of 
a female shows the marks of the breasts, about which there is no fur. 
The belly of the female seal is barren of fur also, whereas on a male the 
fur is thick and evenly distributed. The female seal has a much nar- 
rower head than the male seal, and this difference is apparent in the 
skins ; also that the differences between the male and female seals' skins 
are marked; that there is now and always has been a difference in the 
price of the two from 300 to 600 per cent. For example, at the last sales 
in London, on the 22d day of February, 1892, there were sold 30,000 
female skins at a price of 40 shillings apiece, and 13,000 male seals at a 
price of 130 shillings apiece, on an average. 

Second. That from the year 1864 down to the present day deponent 
or his firm have been large purchasers of seal skins on the western 
coast of America from the Indians and residents on the British coast; 
and deponent believes that he has handled nearly three-fourths of the 
catch from that time down to the present. That during the whole of 
this period he has purchased from 30,000 to 40,000 seal skins a year, and 
that he has personally inspected and physically handled the most of the 
skins so bought by him or his firm. 

That from the year 1880 he has been in the habit of buying skins 
from American and English vessels, engaged in what is now known as 
X>oaching, and that he has personally inspected every cargo bought, and 
seen unloaded from the poaching vessels, and subsequently seen and 
superintended the unpacking of the same in his own warehouse; that 
the most of the skins mentioned as purchased by him have been bought 
from the poaching vessels, and that of the skins so bought from the 
vessels known as poachers deponent says that at least 90 per cent of 
the total number of skins were those of female seals, and that the skins 
of male seals found among those cargoes were the skins of very small 
animals, not exceeding 2 years of age; and, further, that the age of the 
seal may be told accurately from the size of its skin. 

Third. That the skins bought at Victoria from the poaching vessels 
are shipped by him largely to the firm of 0. M. Lampson & Co., in Lon- 
don, who are the largest sellers of skins in the world, and the agents 
of deponent's firm; that he has been through the establishment of 
0. M. Lampson & Co., in Loudon, very frequently; that he has fre- 
quently heard stated by the superintendent thereof that the great major- 
ity of the skins received by them from what is called the "Northwest 
catch" — that is, the northwest coast of Victoria — are the skins of seals 
caught by vessels in the open Pacific or the Bering Sea, and that a 
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large proportion of said skins, amounting to at least 90 per cent, were 
in bis, the said superintendent's Judgment obviously the skins of lemale 
seals. 

Fourth. That deponent has frequently requested the captains of the 
poaching vessels sailing from Victoria and other ports to obtain the 
skins of male seals, and stated that he would give twice as much 
money, or even more, for such skins than he would pay for the skins 
of females. Each and all of the captains so approached laughed at 
the idea of catching male seals in the open sea, and said that it was 
impossible for them to do it, and that they could not catch male seals 
unless they could get upon the islands, which, except once in a long 
while, they were unable to do, in consequence of the restrictions imposed 
by the United States Government; because, they said, the males were 
more active, and could outswim any boat which their several vessels had, 
and that it was only the female seals who were heavy with young which 
could be caught. Among the captains of vessels with whom deponent 
has talked, and who have stated to him that they were unable to catch 
anything but females, are the following: Captain Cathcart, an Ameri- 
can, now about 75 years of age, who commanded the schooner San 
IHego, and who subsequently commanded other vessels; Oapt. Harry 
Harmson, Gapt. George W. Littlejohn, Oapt. A. Carlson, Gustav Sund- 
vall, and others, whose names he does not now remember. (Herman 
Liebes.) 

I find in handling the skins taken in Bering Sea that the teats of 
those from the cow seals are much larger and much more developed 
than from the ones taken in the North Pacific before they have given 
birth to their young; and the ftir on the belly of the former is thinner 
and poorer than on the latter, as a result, I suppose, of the heat and 
distention of the udder consequent upon giving milk. (Isaac Liebes.) 

In my examination of skins offered for sale by sealing schooners I 
found that over 90 per cent were skins taken from females. The sides 
of the female skins are swollen, and are wider on the belly than those 
of the males. The teats are very discernible on the females, and it 
can be plainly seen where the young have been suckling. The head of 
the females is also much narrower. (Sidney Liebes.) 

1 have read the affidavit of John J. Phelan, verified the 18th day of 
June, 1892. I was present at the examination of seal skins therein 
referred to. While Phelan inspected all of these seal skins, I assisted 
him in the inspection of about three-fourths of them. I know that of 
those inspected jointly none were improperly classed as the skins of 
female animals. (Ghas. E. McGlennen.) 

I was visiting in San Francisco in the winter of 1890-91, and I worked 
in a fur store during several months of my stay there, and I was called 
on to handle and inspect thousands of the skins taken by schooners in 
Bering Sea, and they were nearly all cow seal skins. (Anton Meiovedoff.) 

In buying the catch of schooners engaged in the sealing business I 
have observed that fiiUy 50 per cent of them were females, and had 
either given birth to their young or were heavy in pup when killed, 
which was easily observed by the width of the skin of the belly and the 
small head and development of the teat. (B. H. Sternfels.) 

The first consignment was placed in cold storage at the Central Stores 
in New York City. A short time since I consented, at the request of 
the United States Government, that this consignment be examined, in 
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order to determme how many female skins it contained. To perform 
the examination I detailed John J. Phelan. This man has been in the 
employ of my father or of myself since the year 1868. I regard him 
as one of the most competent, trustworthy men in our service. I have 
read an affidavit verified by him on the 18th of June. I agree entirely 
with what he says concerning his experience in the handling and dress- 
ing of skins, and from what I know of his character and ability I 
believe that everything stated by him in this affidavit is correct. (Geo. 
H. Treadwell.) 

It is true that the Northwest Coast catches have of late years placed 
upon the market a certain number of good skins which conld be pur- 
chased at prices far below those for which the skins of the Alaska 
catch were sold. But I realize that this can not continue to be the 
case, for it is a matter of common knowledge among furriers that 
these Northwest Goast^ catches are composed mainly of the skins of 
female animals, and I understand that the killing of the seals is rapidly 
impairing the value of the herd. (Samuel UUmann.) 

I have for many years personally examined numerous shipments of 
Northwest Coast skins purchased at Victoria. I have had such expe- 
rience in handling fur-seal skins as enables me, readily in most cases, 
but always upon careftil examination, to distinguish a female skin from 
a male skin, and I know it to be a fact that a very large proportion of 
the skins in such shipments are those taken from female animals. It is 
also true that a large number of skins in many of these shipments are 
rendered almost valueless through the numerous buUet holes which they 
contain. (Samuel Ullmann.) 

I have observed that by far the larger portion of skins purchased by 
me were taken from female seals. Not less than eight out of every ten 
were from cows with pup or in milk. (C. T. Wagner.) 

During the past two years I have handled large numbers of North- 
west Coast skins (i. e., skins of animals taken in the Pacific Ocean or 
in Bering Sea). I have assorted all of them, and in doing so have 
specially noticed the fact that a very large proportion were skins of 
female animals. To determine this fact in the case of dressed skins I 
see whether there are any teat holes. I never call a skin a female skin 
unless I can find two such holes on either side. These holes can be 
easily distinguished from bullet or buckshot holes, of which there are 
generally a great number in Northwest Coast skins. In the case of a 
shot hole it is always evident that the surrounding fiir has been abruptly 
cut off, while around the edge of a teat hole the fur gradually shortens 
as it reaches the edge and naturally ceases to grow at the edge. I have 
just looked over an original case of 90 dressed and dyed Northwest 
Coast ftir seal skins, which have been lately received from London, and 
were still under seal placed on them in London. I found that of these 
90 skins 9 only were those of male animals. (Wm. Wiepert.) 

Deponent further says that the skins of the Northwest catch are 
almost entirely the skins of females; that the skins of males and the 
skins of females may be as readily distinguished from each other as 
the skins of the different sexes of any other animals when seen before 
being dyed and dressed, and that the reason why the skins of this 
catch are almost exclusively females is that the male seal is much more 
active and much more able to escape from the boats engaged in this 
manner of hunting than the female seal, and that a large number of 
the female seals included in the Northwest catch are of animals heavy 
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with young. A large number of females are also caught on their way 
from and to the Pribilof Islands and their feeding grounds before and 
after the delivery of their young on those islands. (0. A. Williams.) 

A statement is attached thereto,* prepared by deponent, giving his 
estimate of the number of female seals killed by pelagic hunting in the 
past twenty-one years. (0. A. WiUiams.) 

That for the last fifteen years he has had consigned to him by fur 
sealers from 8,000 to 10,000 seal skins annually, for the purpose of 
dressing and ayeing the same; that about 50 per cent, of the skins so 
received by him came from London in casks marked as they are cata- 
logued by G. M. Lampson & Co., and are the skins belonging to what 
is known as the Northwest catch ; and deponent is informed and believes 
that the Northwest catch, as the term is used in the trade, means the 
skins of seals caught in the open sea and not upon the islands. Another 
reason for this belief is the fact that all of the skins of the Northwest 
catch contain marks showing that the animal has been killed by bullets 
or buckshot, the skins being pierced by the shot, whereas the skins 
killed on the American and Bussian islands are killed on land by clubs 
and are not pierced. 

That of the skins of the Northwest catch coming into his hands for 
treatment probably all are the skins of the female seal, and that the 
same can be distinguished from the skins of the male seal by reason of 
the breasts and of the thinness of the fur around the same and upon 
the belly, most of the females being killed while thoy are bearing their 
young, and the fur therefore being stretched and thinner over that part 
of the body; and also for the further reason that the head of the female 
seal is much narrower than that of the male seal, and that this point of 
difference is obvious in the skins of the two classes; that of the total 
number of skins received by him about 25 per cent are the skins of the 
Alaska and Copper catches; that all the skins of the Alaska catch are 
male seals, and an overwhelming proportion of the Copper catch are 
likewise male skins; that the remainder of the skins sent to deponent 
for dressing and dyeing, as aforesaid, are received by him through the 
house of Herman Liebes & Co., of San Francisco, and others, the 
m^ority, however, from Herman Liebes & Co. The skins received 
from the latter sources are from each of the three catches known to the 
trade as the Copper, Alaska, and Northwest catches, although the ms^or 
part thereof belong to what is known as the Northwest catch, and are, 
as in the case of the skins received from London of that catch, all skins 
of the female seal. (Jos. D. Williams.) 

In examining and purchasing seal skins from schooners in their raw 
state I have observed that 90 per cent of their catch are females. £ 
know that to be a fact, because the heads of the females are smaller, 
the bellies larger, and the teats can be plainly seen. The teats show 
more plainly when the skin is dressed and dyed. In examining the 
skins taken by sealing schooners I have found most of them perforated 
with shot, making them much less valuable thereby^ formerly more of 
them used to be killed with a rifle, which did not injure the skin as 
much. (Maurice Windmiller.) 

The destruction of the seals in the North Pacific Ocean, as well as in 
the Bering Sea, is largely confined to females. This fact can not be 
disputed successfolly. I made an examination of the reports of the 
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gentlemen who handled the North Pacific collection, up to and includ- 
ing the year 18S9, and all agreed that the skins were nearly all from 
females. It may not be out of place to explain that the smaller value 
of the female seal, especially after the birth of her pup, is in a measure 
due to the wearing of the ftir around the teats. The amount of mer- 
chantable fur being reduced to that extent, makes it necessary for the 
handlers of skins to observe carefully whether pelts are male or female, 
as well as their general condition. They make a complete classification, 
and being experts in their business are not likely to make mistakes. 
(Theo. T. WilUams.) 



PELAGIC SEALING. 

Deposition of Maurice Windmiller, furrier, San Franciseo. 

State of Califoenia, 

City and County of San Francisco^ ss: 

Maurice Windmiller, having been duly sworn, dei)oses and says: My 
age is 46; I reside in San Francisco; my occupation is that of a furrier. 
I have been engaged in the fur business all my life, and my father was 
a furrier before me. I am an expert in dressed and undressed, raw, and 
made-up furs, and also a dealer and manufacturer in the same. I have 
bought and examined large numbers of fur-seal skins during the last 
twelve years caught by sealing schooners both ou the American and 
Bussian side of the North Pacific and Bering Sea, and I can easily dis- 
tinguish one from the other. 

The Bussian seal is a smaller seal, and the fur is not as close as the 
fur of the Alaska seal, nor as good quality. They are an entirely dif- 
ferent herd from those on the American side, and their skins have pecu- 
liar characteristics by which it is not difficult to separate them. In 
examining and purchasing seal skins from the schooners in their raw 
state 1 have observed that 90 per cent of their catch are females. I 
know that to be a fact because the heads of the females are smaller, 
the bellies larger, and the teats can be plainly seen. The teats show 
more plainly when the skin is dressed and dyed. In examining the 
seals taken by sealing schooners I have found most of them perforated 
with shot, making them much less valuable thereby. Formerly more 
of them used to be killed with a rifle, which did not injure the skins 
as much. 

Maueioe Windmilles, 



GENEEAL SEAL-SEIN INDUSTSY. 

Deposition of Joseph D. Williamsj furrier. New Torh* 

STATE OP New York, 

City and County of New YorJc, ss: 
Joseph D. Williams, being duly sworn, says that he is 74 years of 
age, a citizen of the United States, and a resident of Brooklyn, in the 
State of "Sew York; that he has been engaged in the business of dress- 
ing and dyeing fur-seal skins continuously for fifteen years past, and 
prior to that time, at intervals during the whole time he has been 
engaged in business, during a period of some fifty-odd years^ he has 
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droHsed and dyed seal skins, and that his father was engaged in the 
same business before him ; that for the last fifteen years he has had 
consigned to him by fur dealers from 8,000 to 10,000 seal skins annually 
for the purpose of dressing and dyeing the same: that about 50 per 
cent of the skins so received by him came from London in casks marked 
as they are catalogued by 0. M. Lampson & Co., and are the skins 
belonging to what is known as the Northwest catch; and deponent is 
informed and believes that the Northwest catch, as the term is used in 
the trade, means the skins of seals caught in the open sea, and not 
upon the islands. Another reason for this belief is the fact that all of 
the skins of the Northwest catch contain marks showing that the ani- 
mal had been killed by bullets or buckshot, the skins being pierced by 
the shot, whereas the skins killed on the American and Bussian islands 
are killed on land by clubs and are not pierced. 

That of the skins of the Northwest catch coming into his hands for 
treatment probably all are the skins of the female seal, and that the 
same can be distinguished from the skins of the male seal by reason of 
the breasts and of the thinness of the fur around the same and upon 
the belly, most of the female seals being killed while they are bearing 
their young, and the fur therefore being stretched and thinner over that 
part of the body; and also for the further reason that the head of the 
female seal is much narrower than that of the male sea), and that this 
point of difference is obvious in the skins of the two classes. That of 
the total number of the skins received by him about 25 per cent are the 
skins of the Alaska and Copper catch. That all the skins of the Alaska 
catch are male seals, and an overwhelming proportion of the Copper 
catch are likewise male skins. That the remainder of the skins sent 
to deponent for dressing and dyeing as aforesaid are received by him 
through the house of Herman Liebes & Co., of San Francisco, and 
others, the majority, however, from Herman Liebes & Co. The skins 
received from the latter sources are from each of the three catches known 
to the trade as the Copper, Alaska, and Northwest catch, although the 
major part thereof belong to what is known as the Northwest catch, and 
are, as in the case of the skins received from London of that catch, all 
skins of the female seal. 

Joseph D. Williams. 



DESTBTJOTION OF FEMALE SEALS. 

Testimony of British furriers. 

I can also tell by examining a skin whether it has been taken from a 
female or a male. I have examined and sorted a great many thousand 
skins taken from sealing schooners, and have observed that they are 
nearly all females, a few being old bulls and yearlings. A female seal 
has a smaller head and a larger belly when with young than a male seal, 
and the fur on the belly when with young is much thinner, and the far 
on the belly part where the teats are, in consequence of being worn, is 
not worth much, and has to be cut off after being dyed. (George 
Bantle.) 

The skins of the male and female animal are readily distinguishable 
from each other in the adult stage by reason of the difference in the 
shape of the heads. That the Copper and Alaska skins are almost 
exclusively the skins of the male animal, and the skins of the North- 
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west catch are at least 80 per cent of the skins of the female animal. 
That prior to and in preparation for making this deposition deponent 
says he carefiiUy lookel through two large lots of skins now in his 
warehouse for the especial purpose of estimating the percentage of 
female skins found among the Northwest catch, and he believes the 
above estimate to be accurate. That the skins in the Northwest catch 
are also pierced with shot and spear marks, in consequence of having 
been killed in the open water instead of upon land by club. (H. S. 
Bevington.) 

And in the same way deponent thinks, from his own personal experi- 
ence in handling skins, that he would have no difficulty whatever in 
separating the skins of the Northwest catch from the skins of the 
Alaska catch by reason of the fact that they are the skins almost 
exclusively of females, and also that the fur upon the bearing female 
seals is much thinner than upon the skin of the male seals; the skin 
of the animal while pregnant being extended and the fur extended 
over a large area. (Alfred Fraser.) 

That the said firm can distinguish very readily the source of pro- 
duction of the skins when the latter are in their undressed state; that 
for several years besides the skins of the regular companies, such as 
the Alaska Company (American concessionaire) and the Copi)er Com- 
pany (Eussian concessionaire), the said firm has bought quantities of 
skins called Northwest Coast, Victoria, etc. That these skins are those 
of animals caught in the open sea by persons who apparently derive 
therefrom large profits, and nearly three-quarters of them are those 
of females and pups, these probably being less difficult to take than 
males; that these animals are taken by being shot. That the seals 
taken by the Alaska and Copper companies are males; the destruction 
of which is much less prejudicial to the preservation of the race, and 
which furnish the best skins, these being much finer and more frirnished 
with down; that they are killed on the islands with clubs. That every 
animal killed by ball or shot bears the traces of such slaughter, which 
marks greatly depreciate the value of the skin. (Emin Hertz.) 

An essential point of difference between the skins of the Northwest 
catch and the skins of the Alaska and Copper Island catches consists 
in the fact that most of the Northwest skins are the skins of the female 
seid, while the Copper and Alaska skins are of the male seal. Deponent 
has made no computation or examination which would enable him to 
say specifically what proportion of the Northwest catch are the skins 
of the female seal, but it is the fact that the great majority, deponent 
would say 75 to 80 per cent, of the skins of this catch are the skins of 
the female animal. The skins of the female seal, for instance, show the 
marks of the breast, and the fur on the belly is thinner, and the whole 
of the fur is also finer, lower in pile; that is, the fibers composing the 
fur are shorter than in the case of the male seal. Another means of dis- 
tinguishing the female skins from the skins of the male lies in the fact 
that the skins of the female are narrower at the head and tail and pro- 
portionately wider in the belly than the skins of the male seal. Another 
means of distinguishing the seals of the Northwest catch from those of 
the Copper Island and Alaska catches consists in the fact that nearly 
all the skins of this catch have holes in them, which deponent under- 
stands is caused by the fact that the seals from which they are taken 
have been shot or speared in the open sea, and not — as is the case with 
the seals from which the skins of Copper Island and Alaska catches 
are taken and killed— with clubs upon land. (Walter E. Martin.) 
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Both the Copper Island skius and the Alaska skins are almost exclu- 
sively the skins of the male seals, and the difference between the skin 
of a male seal and a female seal of adult age can be as readily seen as 
between the skins of different sexes of other animals. That the North- 
west skins are, in turn distinguishable from the Copper Island and 
Alaska skins, first by reason ot the fact that a very large proportion 
of the adult skius are obviously the skins of female animals; second, 
because they are all pierced with a spear or harpoon or shot, in conse- 
quence of being killed in open sea, and not, as in the case of Copper 
Island and Alaska skins, being killed upon land by clubs; third, 
because the Northwest skins are cured upon vessels by the crews of 
which they are killed, upon which there are not the same facilities for 
faying or salting the skins as there are upon land, where the Copper 
and Alaska skins are flayed and salted. The Japanese skius, which, 1 
think, are now included in the Northwest catch, are distinguishable 
from the other skins of the Northwest catch by being yellower in color, 
having a much shorter pile, because they are salted with fine salt, and 
have plenty of blubber on the pelt. That the skins purchased by 
deponent's firm are handed over by it to what are called dressers and 
dyers, for the purpose of being dressed and dyed. (Henry Poland.) 

That the differences in the skins of the adult male and the adult 
female seals are as marked as the difference between the skins of the 
two sexes of the other animals, and that in the Northwest catch from 
86 to 90 per cent of the skins are of the female animal. Deponent 
does not mean to state that these figures are mathematically accurate, 
but they are, in his judgment, approximately exact. (Geo. Eice.) 

I should estimate the proportion of female skins included within the 
Northwest catch at at least 75 per cent, and I should not be surprised 
at, nor be imjlined to contradict, an estimate of upward of 90 peir cent. 
My sorter, who actually handles the skins, estimates the number of 
female skins in the Northwest catch at 90 per cent. One means of dis- 
tinguishing the skins of the Northwest catch from those of the other 
catches is the fact that they are pierced with shot or spear holes, having 
been killed in the open sea, and not, as in the case of the Copper and 
Alaska catches, killed upon land with clubs. (William C. B. Stamp.) 

The number of Japanese skins averages, deponent shoald say, about 
6,000 a year, although there is a good deal of fluctuation in the quantity 
from year to year, and deponent says that, like the other skins included 
in the Northwest catch, they are principally the skins of female seals, 
not easily distinguishable from the skins taken from the herds frequent- 
ing the eastern part of the Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, except by 
reason of their being principally speared instead of shot. The most 
essential difference between the Northwest skins and the Alaska and 
Copper catches is that the Northwest skins, so far as they are skins of 
adult seals, are almost exclusively the skins of female seals, and are 
nearly always pierced with shot, bullet, or spear holes. The skins of 
the adult female seals maybe as readily distinguishable from the skius 
of the adult male as the skins of the different sexes of other animals; 
that practically the whole of the adult Northwest-catch seals were the 
skins of female seals, but the skius of the younger animals included 
within this Northwest catch, of which we have at times considerable 
numbers, are much more difficult to separate into male and female skins, 
and I am not prepared to say that I could distinguish the male from 
the female skins of young animals. A certain percentage of young 



Digitized by 



Google 



140 ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 

animals is found among the consignments received by us at the begin- 
ning of each season, which, we understand, and are informed, are the 
skins of seals caught in the Pacific Ocean off the west coast of America, 
but a much smaller percentage of such small skins is found among the 
consignment later in the season, which we are informed are of seals 
caught in the Bering Sea. (Emil Teichmann.) 



From 0. M. Lampson dk Co. to 0. A. WilliamSj August 22^ 1889. 

London, 64 Queen Street, B. 0., 

August 22y 1889. 

Dear Sir : We beg to acknowledge receipt of your favor of the 10th 
instant, inclosing draft of a paper to be submitted to Congress on mer- 
chant marine and fisheries. 

We have read the paper with a great deal of interest and consider 
that it places the matter in athoroughly impartial way before its readers. 
It has been so carefully prepared and goes into all details so fully that 
we can add but little to it. There are, however, one or two points to 
which we beg to draw your attention, and which you will find marked 
in red ink on the paper. 

When speaking of the supply of fiir skins we would suggest mention- 
ing the following localities: 

Cape of Oood Hope. — From some islands off this cape, under the pro- 
tection of the Cape Government, a yearly supply of n-om 5,000 to 8,000 
skins is derived. All these skins come to the London market, part of 
them being sold at public auction, the remainder being dressed and 
dyed for account of the owners. 

Japan. — ^The supply from this source has varied very much of late 
years, amounting sometimes to 15,000 skins a year, at others to only 
5,000. Last year, we understand, the Japanese Goverument passed 
stringent laws prohibiting the killing and importation of seals, with the 
view of protecting seal life and encouraging rookeries, and the conse- 
quence has been that this year very few skins have come forward. 

Vancouver Island. — For many years past, indeed long before the for- 
mation of the Alaska Company, regular supplies of fur seals in the 
B&lted and parchment state have come to the London market, killed 
mostly off Cape Flattery. The quantity, we should say, has averaged 
at least 10,000 per annum. This catch takes place in the months of 
March and April, and we believe that the animals from which these 
skins are derived are the females of the Alaska seals, just the same as 
those caught in the Bering Sea. 

Had this quantity been materially increased, we feel sure that the 
breeding on the Pribilof Islands would have suffered before now; but 
fortunately the catch must necessarily be a limited one, owing to the 
stormy time of the year at which it is made and the dangerous coast, 
where the seals only for a short time are found. It must, however, be 
evident that if these animals are followed into the Bering Sea aud hunted 
down in a calm sea in the quietest months of the year, a practically 
unlimited quantity of females might be taken, and, as you say, it would 
be only a few years till the Alaska seal was a thing of the past. 

C. M. Lampson & Go. 

C. A. Williams, Esq., Few London, 
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TESTIMONY EBLATING TO THE aBNBEAL SEAL-SKIN INDUSTRY IN 

GBEAT BRITAIN. 

Deposition of E. S. Bevington^ head of the firm ofBevington db Morris^ 

furriers, London. 

H. S. Bevington, M. A., being duly sworn, doth depose and say: 
That he is 40 years of age and a subject of Her Britannic Majesty, and 
is the head of the firm of Bevington & Morris, doing business as fur 
merchants and manufacturers at 28 Gannon street, in the city of Lon- 
don; that his said firm was founded in the year 1726, and has been 
continued in the same family during the whole of these years down to 
the present time, and ha-s been engaged during the whole of the period 
since 1726 in the same business, dealing in furs and leather; that 
deponent has been in the business ever since the year 1873. During 
the whole of the period since that date his said firm has been in the 
habit of buying fur-seal skins, and he knows from his general knowl- 
edge of the business that prior to that time they were in the habit of 
buying seal skins ever since they became an article of commerce; that 
deponent has personally handled many thousands of skins of the fur 
seal, and by reason of that fact and of his experience in his business, 
has a general knowledge of the history of the fur-seal skin business 
and a general and precise knowledge of the several kinds of skins 
which now and for many years last past have come upon the London 
market; that since deponent has been in business skins coming upon 
the London market have been principally divided into three classes, 
known as the Alaska catch, the Oopper catch, and the Northwest catch. 
Small supplies have also been received from the Southern Sea, and 
Lobos Islands, Falkland Islands, and Gape Horn, but the skins arriving 
from these last-mentioned localities make no figure in the market; that 
what is known as the Alaska catch consists of skins of seals which are 
killed upon the Pribilof Islands, in the Bering Sea, and the Gopper 
catch of skins which are killed upon the Gopper and Bering islands, 
in Bussfan waters. 

That the Korthwest skins consist of skins taken from animals which 
are caught in the open Pacific Ocean off the coast of British Columbia 
or in the Bering Sea; that the diHerences between the three several 
sorts of skins last mentioned are so marked as to enable any person 
skilled in the business or accustomed to handle the same to readily 
distinguish the skins of one catch from those of another, especially in 
bulk, and it is the fact that when they reach the market the skins of 
each class come separately and are not found mingled with those 
belonging to the other classes. The skins of the Gopper Island catch 
are distinguished from the skins of the Alaska and ISTorthwest catch, 
which two last-mentioned classes of skins appear to be nearly allied to 
each other, and are of the same general character, by reason of the 
fact that in their raw state the Gopper skins are lighter in color than 
either of the other two, and in the dried state there is a marked differ- 
ence in the appearance of the fur of the Gopper and the other two 
classes of skins. This difference is difficult to describe to a person 
unaccustomed to handle skins, but it is nevertheless clear and distinct 
to an expert, and may be generally described by saying that the Copper 
skins are of a close, short, and shiny ftir, particularly down by the flank, 
to a greater extent than the Alaska and !N'orthwest skins. The skins 
of the male and female animal are readily distinguished from each other 
in the adult stage by reason of the difference in the shape of the heads j 
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that the Copper and Alaska skins are almost exclusively the skins of 
the male animal, and the skins of the Northwest catoh are at least 80 
per cent of the skins of the female animal; that prior to and in prepa 
ration for making this deposition, deponent says, he carefully looked 
through two large lots of skins now in his warehouse for the special 
purpose of estimating the percentage of female skins fouiid among the 
Northwest catch, and he believes the above estimate to be accurate. 

That the skins in the Northwest catch are also pierced with shot and 
spear marks, in consequence of having been killed in the open water 
instead of upon land by clubs; that the business of dealing in fur-seal 
skins in the city of London has become an established and important , 
industry. Deponent is informed that practically all the seal skins in 
the world are sold in London, and the number runs up in the year to 
between 100,000 and 200,000, averaging considerably over 150,000 a 
year. These skins are sold for the most part either by the firm of 0. M. 
Lampson & Co., through their brokers. Goad, Rigg & Co., or by the 
firm of Culverwell, Brooks & Co. At the auction sales, which are 
advertised two or three times in the year by these firms, skina are 
bought by dealers from all over the world, who are present either in 
person or by proxy. The next stage in the industry is the dressing and 
dyeing of the furs, and practically the whole of these fur-seal skins sold 
in London are dressed and dyed in that city. The principal firms 
engaged in that business are C. W. Martin & Sons and George Rice. 
Deponent's own firm dress a small number of skins, and have dressed 
in one year as many as 23,000, and ibrmerly dyed large numbers of 
skins, but do not now dye skins, as the secret of the present fashionable 
color is now in the hands of other firms. After having been dressed 
and dyed, the skins of the fur seal are then passed into the hands of 
fur merchants, by whom, in turn, they are passed to furriers and dra- 
pers and retail dealers generally. Deponent estimates the total num- 
ber of persons engaged in one way or another, directly or indirectly, in 
the fur seal industry in the city of London to be at least 2,000 or 3,000, 
many of whom are skilled laborers, all receiving high wages. 

That a large amount of capital is also invested in the business in the 
city of London, and the precise value of the industry can be estimated 
by reckoning the amount expended in the various processes which 
deponent has enumerated upon each skin. For instance, after the skins 
arrive at the London market they are sold at the sales at prices which 
in the year 1890 averaged, say, 80 shillings apiece. The commissions on 
the selling of the goods, including warehousing, insurance, and so forth, 
deponent believes, amount to 6 per cent of the price obtained. That 
the amount paid for dressing, dyeing, and machining each skin aver- 
ages, say, 16 shillings. These processes take together about four or five 
months. The next expenditure upon the skin is, say, an average of 5 
shillings at least for each skin for cutting up, and that thereafter there 
will be an average of at least from 3 to 4 shillings per skin expended in 
quilting, lining, and making up the jackets or other garments, showing 
a total expenditure upon each skin for labor alone, in the city of Lon- 
don, of 25 shillings in addition to the percentage paid for brokerage, 
before the processes of manufacture began, and the most of this money 
is actually x)aid out in wages. 

Deponent says that in the above estimates he has given the bottom 
figures, and that the amount actually expended upon the skins in the 
city of London undoubtedly averages a larger sum. This would make 
on an average of 200,000 skins a year, which is not excessive, a total 
expenditure annually in the city of London of £250,000, minus the 
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amounts paid for cutting and making up in resi>ect to the skins sent to 
the United States. 

Deponent further says that the preservation of the seal herds and 
the continued supply of fur-seal skins, which farthermore, it is impor- 
tant should be constant and regular in supply, is absolutely necessary 
to the maintenance of this industry. Deponent says that the reason 
for this opinion is shown in the history of last season's business. For 
instance, at the October sale the prices of skins were very high, as a 
short supply was expected. The skins purchased at that ssSe were 
then put into the hands of the dressers and dyers, where they would 
be retained, as above stated, in process of treatment four or five months. 
During this interval it appeared that instead of there being a short 
supply the poaching vessels had caught a large number of skins, 50,000 
or 60,000, which, being unexi)ectedly plumped on the market, brought 
the price down so that there was a loss of perhaps 25 shillings per skin 
on the skins bought at the October sales; and deponent further says 
that it is of course obvious that the business can not be maintained 
unless the herds are preserved from the destruction which has over- 
taken the South Sea herds, which formerly existed in such large num- 
bers, and so important has the seal-skin business becon)e that if the 
herds were exterminated deponent says it would hardly be worth while 
to remain in the fur business. 

Deponent says while he does not wish to express any opinion upon 
the matters which are in controversy, that nevertheless, looking at the 
question of preserving the seals from a natural-history point of view 
alone, and having no regard whatever to the rights of any individuals 
or nations, but looking at the matter simply from the point of view of 
how best to preserve the seals, he has no hesitation in saying that the best 
way to accomplish that object would be to prohibit absolutely the kill- 
ing of all seals except upon the islands, and furthermore to limit the 
killing of seals on the islands to the male species at particular times, 
and to limit the numbers of the males to be so killed. If, however, the 
rights of individuals are to be considered, and sealing in the open sea 
is to be allowed, then deponent thinks that the number of vessels to 
be sent out by each country ought to be limited, and the number of 
seals which may be caught by each vessel should be specified. 

Deponent says that one reason why he thinks the killing of seals in 
the open sea should be prohibited, and all killing limited to the islands, 
is because deponent is of the opinion that when seals are killed in the 
open sea a large number must be killed which are not recovered, and 
consequently that the herds must suffer much greater loss than is 
measured by the skins of the seals caught or coming to market. 

Deponent further says that one reason for this opinion is that he has 
had some small experience in shooting hair seals in the Scilly Islands, 
and has himself personally killed hair seals at a distance of 40 or 50 
yards which sank before he could reach them. Hair seals are of the 
same general family as fur seals, and he has no doubt that the same 
thing occurs and must occur when the fur seals are killed on the open 
sea. 

Hekbebt Shellky Bevington, J^I. a. 
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Deposition of Alfred Fraser^ member of firm of 0. M. Lampson db Oo.^ 

furriersj London. 

State of Kew Yobk, 

City and County of New Yorkj 88 : 
Alfred Fraser, being duly sworo, says: 

(1) That he is a subject of Her Britannic Majesty and is 52 years of 
age and resides in the city of Brooklyn, in the State of New York. 
That he is a member of the firm of C. M. Lampson & Co., of London, 
and has been a member of said firm for about thirteen years; prior to 
that time he was in the employ of said firm and took an active part in 
the management of the business of said firm in London. That the busi- 
ness of G. M. Lampson & Co., is that of merchants, engaged princi- 
pally in the business of selling fur skins on commission. That for 
about twenty-four years the firm of 0. M. Lampson & Co. have sold 
the great majority of the whole number of seal skins sold in all the 
markets of the world. That while he was engaged in the management 
of the business of said firm in London he hsui personal knowledge of 
the character of the various seal skins sold by the said firm, from his 
personal inspection of tbe same in their warehouse and from the phys- 
ical handling of the same by him. That many hundred thousands of 
the skins sold by C. M. Lampson & Co. have physically passed through 
his hands, and that since his residence in this country he has, as a 
member of said firm, bad a general and detailed knowledge of the char- 
acter and extent of the business of said firm, although since his resi- 
dence in the city of New York he has not physically handled the skins 
disposed of by his firm. 

That during the last year or two a large number of skins have been 
sold in London by the firm of Culverwell, Brooks & Co., and that said 
firm, as deponent is informed and believes, have secured the consign- 
ment of skins to them during the period aforesaid by advancing to the 
owners of vessels engaged in what is now known as pelagic sealing 
sums of money, which is stated to be $15 per skin, as against ship- 
ments from Victoria of such skins. 

(2) That the seal skins which have been sold in London from time to 
time since deponent first began business have been obtained from 
sources and were known in the market as — 

(a) The South Sea skins, being the skins of seals principally caught 
on the South Shetland Islands, South George Islands, and Sandwich 
Land. That many years ago large numbers of seals were caught upon 
these islands, but in consequence of the fact that no restrictions were 
imposed on the killing of said seals, they were practically exterminated, 
and no seal skins appeared in the market from those localities for many 
years. That about twenty years ago these islands were again visited, 
and for five seasons a considerable catch was made, amounting, during 
the whole five seasons, to about 30,000 or 40,000 skins. Among the 
skins found in this catch were those of the oldest males and the small- 
est pups, thus showing, in the judgment of deponent, that every seal 
of every kind was killed that could be reached. That in consequence 
thereof the rookeries on these islands were then completely exhausted. 
Once or twice thereafter they were visited without result, no seals 
being found, and about five years ago they were again revisited and 
only 36 skins were obtained. Deponent is informed that all the South 
Sea skins were obtained by killing seals upon the islands above men- 
tioned, and that it is obviously everywhere much easier to kill seals upon 
the land than in the water; and, in the judgment of the deponent, the 
seals of the above-mentioned islands were thus entkely exterminated 
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because of the entire absence of any protection or of any restriction of 
any kind whatever upon the number, age, or sex of seals killed, and 
not merely, as deponent understands has been claimed by some author- 
ities, because they were killed on land instead of in open sea, which, 
moreover, in that locality, deponent is informed, is practically impos- 
sible, by reason of the roughness of the sea and weather. 

(b) A considerable number of seal skins were formerly obtained upon 
the Falkland Islands; how many deponent is not able to state. 

(o) That a oertain number of seals were also caught at Gape Hom^ 
and that more or less are still taken in that vicinity, though the whole 
number has been very greatly reduced. 

{d) That at the present time and for many years last past the skins 
coming to the market and which are known to commerce have come 
from the following sources : By far the most important are the Northern 
Pacific skins, which are known to the trade under the following titles: 

The Alaska catch, which are the skins of seals caught on the Pribilof 
Islands, situated in Bering Sea. For many years past the whole of the 
skins e^ughtupon these islands have been sold by deponent's firm, and 
a statement of the number of skins so sold in each year is appended 
hereto and marked Exhibit A, showing the aggregate of such skins 
sold from the year 1870 to the year 1891, inclusive, as 1,877,977. 

The Copper catch, being the skins of seals caught upon what are known 
as the Commander Islands, being the islands known as Copper and 
Bering islands. All the skins so caught have been sold by deponent's 
firm in the city of London, and the total number of such Copper catch 
from the year 1872 to 1892 appears upon the statement which is hereto 
annexed and marked Exhibit B, showing the total so sold during such 
years of 768,096 skins. 

The Northwest catch, being the skins of seals caught in the open sea 
either of the Pacific Ocean or the Bering Sea. These skins were 
originally caught exclusively by the Indians and by residents of the 
colony of Victoria and along the coast of the British possessions. A 
statement of the total number of the catch from the year 1868 to 1884, 
inclusive, is appended hereto and marked Exhibit C, showing a total of 
153,348. That statement is divided into three heads: First, the salted 
Northwest coast skins; second, the dried Northwest coast skins^ both 
of which were mainly sold through deponent's firm in London; and 
third, salted Northwest coast skins, dressed and dyed in London, but 
not sold there. It will be noticed that in the years 1871 and 1872 an 
unusually large proportion of dried skins appeared to have been 
marketed. Those skins were purchased in this year from the American- 
Eussian Company and sold when the Americans took possession. For 
the years 1871 and 1872, therefore, the surplus skins over the average 
for the other years should be rejected in a computation of the general 
average of seals killed during the years from 1868 to 1884, inclusive. 

From the year 1886 to the year 1891 the number of skins included in 
the Northwest catch enormously increased, and a statement of such 
skins is hereto annexed and marked Exhibit D, showing a total of 
331,962, and is divided, like the statement marked Exhibit C, into three 
heads: The salted Northwest coast skins, the dried Northwest coast 
skins, and the salted skins dressed and dyed in London but not sold 
there. The majority of the first two classes were, as in the previous 
case, sold by deponent's firm. The great majority of these skins appear- 
ing in the last-mentioned statement are the skins caught by vessels sent 
out from the Canadian provinces; many also by vessels sent out from 
San Francisco, Port Townsend, and Seattle, and a few from vessels 
sent out from Yokohama; the majority, however, are supi>osed to have 
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been caught by vessels sent oat irom British harbors. A large number 
of the skins included in Exhibit D have been consigned to 0. M. Lamp- 
son & Go. by the firm of Herman Liebes & Co., of San Francisco. In 
estimating the total number of the Korthwest catch it should also be 
mentioned that something like 30,000 skins belonging to that catch have 
been dressed and dyed in the United States, which have not gone to 
London at all. 

(e) Besides the Alaska, Oopper^ and Korthwest skins there nre also 
a certain number of skins arriving in London known as the Lobos 
Island skins, although the same are not handled by the firm of 0. M. 
Lampson & Co., but the total number of which, from the year 1872 to the 
year 1891, inclusive, is, as appears from the catalogues of sales, 247,777. 
The Lobos Island skins are those of seals killed on the Lobos Island, 
belonging to the Republic of Uruguay; and depouent is informed and 
believes that there is no open-sea seaUng in the vicinity of such island, 
and that the animals are protected on the island as they are on the 
Russian and Pribilof islands, by prohibition from the killing of females 
and limiting the number of males killed in each year. A statement of 
the seals killed on Lobos Island is hereto annexed and marked Exhibit 
E, from which it appears that there is a regular annual supply obtained 
from that source, which shows no diminution. 

(/) There are also a certain number of skins sold in London obtained 
from rookeries at or near the Cape of Good Hope, the exact number of 
which deponent is not able to state, but which, he is informed, shows 
a steady yield. 

The statements marked A, B, 0, D, and B, hereunto appended, have 
been carefully prepared by me personally, and the figures therein 
stated have been compiled by me from the several sale catalogues of 
0. M. Lampson & (3o., and others from my private books which I kept 
during all the years covered by the statements, and I am sure that 
these statements are substantially accurate and truly state the respec- 
tive numbers of the skins caught and sold which they purport to state. 

(3) The great majority of the skins sold from the Northwest catch 
are the skins of female seals. Deponent is not able to state exactly 
what proportion of such skins are the skins of females, but estimates 
it to be at least 85 per cent, and the skins of females are readily dis- 
tinguishable from those of the males by reason of the fact that on the 
breast and on the belly of the bearing female there is comparatively 
little fur, whereas on the skins of the male seals the fur is evenly dis- 
tributed : and also by reason of the fact that the female seal has a nar- 
row head and the male seal a broad head and neck; and the skins of 
this cateh are also distinguishable from the Alaska and Copper catch 
by reason of the fact that seals are killed by bullets or buckshot or 
speared, and not, as on the Pribilof and Commander islands, by clubs. 
Marks of such bullets or buckshot or spears are clearly discernable in 
the skins, and there is a marked difference in the commercial value of 
the female skins and of the male skins. This fact, that the Northwest 
skins are so largely the skins of females, is further evidenced by the 
fact that in many of the early sales of such skins they are classified in 
deponent's books as the skins of females. 

(4) Deponent further says, that in his judgment the absolute prohibi- 
tion of pelagic sealing, i. e., the killing of seals in the open sea, whether 
in the North Pacific or the Bering Sea, is necessary to the preservation 
of the seal herds now surviving, by reason of the fact that most of the 
females so killed are heavy with young, and that necessarily the increase 
of the species is diminished by their killing. And further, from the fact 
that a large number of females are kill^ in the Bering Sea while on 
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the search for food after the birth of their young, and that in conse- 
qaence thereof the pups die for want of nourishment. Deponent has 
no personal knowledge of the truth of this statement, but he has infor- 
mation in respect of the same from pfersons who have been on the Pri- 
bilof Islands, and he believes the same to be true. Deponent further 
says that this opinion is based upon the assumption that the present 
restriction imposed by Eussia and the United States on the killinjg of 
seals on their respective islands are to be maintained, otherwise it 
would be necessary to impose such restrictions as well as to prohibit 
pelagic sealing in order to preserve the herds. 

(5) Deponent is further of the opinion, from his long observation and 
handling of the skins of the several catches, that the skins of the 
Alaska and Oopper catches are readily distinguishable from each other, 
and that the herds from which such skins are obtained do not in fact 
intermingle with each other, because the skins classified under the 
head of Copper catch are not found among the consign ments*of skins 
received from the Alaska catch, and vice versa. 

(6) Deponent further says that the distinction between the skins of 
the several catches is so marked, that in his judgment he would, for 
instance, have had no difficulty had there been included among 100,000 
skins in Alaska catch 1,000 skins of the Copper catch, in distinguishing 
the 1,000 Copper skins and Separating them from the 99,000 Alaska 
skins, or that any other person with equal or less experience in the 
handUug of skins would be equally able to distinguish them. And in 
the same way deponent thinks, from his own personal experience in 
handling skins, that he would have no difficulty whatever in separating 
the skins of the Northwest catch and the Alaska catch, by rea^son of the 
fact that they are the skins almost exclusively of females, and also that 
the fur upon the bearing female seals is much thinner than upon the 
skin of the male seals, the skin of the animal while pregnant being 
distended and the fur extended over a large area* 

(7) Deponent says that the number of persons who are employed in 
the handling, dressing, dyeing, cutting, and manufacturing of seal 
skins in the city of London is about 2,000, many of whom are skilled 
laborers earning as high as £3 or £4 a week. Deponent estimates the 
amount paid in the city of London for wages in the preparation of fiir- 
seal skins for a manufacturer's use, and excluding the wages of manu- 
facturers' employees, prior to the beginning of the pelagic sealing in 
1885, at about £100,000 per annum ; and deponent further says that in 
his judgment if this pelagic sealing be not prohibited, it is but a question 
of a few years, probably not more than three, when the industry will 
cease by reason of the extermination of the seals in the same way in 
which they have been exterminated on the South Sea Islands, by reason 
of no restrictions being imposed ux)on their killing. 

Alfbed Fbaseb. 



Exhibit A. 
Salted Alaska fur seal skins sold in London, 



Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


1870 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 


9,965 
100,896 

96,283 
101.248 

90,150 


1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 


99,684 
90,267 
75,410 
99,911 
100,036 


1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 


100,161 
09,921 ; 

100,100 ' 
75,914 ' 
99,887, 


1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 


99,719 
99.910 
99,940 
100,000 
100, 000 


1890 

1891 

Total.. 


{ 20,994 

I a4, J58 

13,473 


1,877,977 



a Food skins. 
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Exhibit B. 
Salted Copper Island fur-seal skins sold in London. 



Year. 


Sklnn. 1 

1 


Year. 


SkinB. 


Year. 


SklnB. 


Tear. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


1872. 

1873 . . 


7,182 ' 
21,614 . 
30, 349 
34, 479 
33,298 j 


1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 


25,380 
19, 000 
28, 211 

38,885 
45,209 


1882 

1883 

1884 

1885 

!'"• 


39,111 
36.500 
26,075 

48.929 
41,752 


1887 

1888 


54.584 
46,333 
47,416 
95,486 
17,025 


1892 

Total.. 


80,678 


1874 

1875 

1876 


1889 

1890 

1891 


768,096 



Exhibit C. 
Salted Northwest coast fur -seal skins sold in London prior U pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 



Year. 


Skins. ' 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 

1 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


1872 

1873 


1,029 1 


1876 

1876 

1877 


1,646 ' 
2,042 


1878 

1879 

1880 


264 

12,212 
8,939 


1881 

1882..... 
1883 


9,997 
11,717 
2,319 


1884 

ToUl.. 


9.242 


1874 


4,M9 1 


64,366 






1 



Salted Northwest coast fur-seal skins dressed and dyed in London {hut not sold there) 
taken prior to pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 



Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


1872 

1873 

1874 


699 
40 
122 


1875 

1876 

1877 


678 

1,062 

772 


1878 

; 1879 

1880 


3,434 
2,397 
4,562 


1881 

1882 

1883 


6,890 
11,727 
2,319 


1884 

Total.. 


9,242 


46,216 



Dry Southwest coast fur -seal skins sold in London prior to pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 



Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


1868 


2,141 

1,671 

684 

12,495 


1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 


14,584 

891 

2,772 

1.351 


1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 


993 

1,173 

912 

918 


1880 




1884 

Total.. 


786 


1869 

18T0 

1871 


1881 

1882 

1883 


686 
321 
990 




42,787 



Of the skins sold in 1871 and 1872 a very largo proportion were the acoumnlation of the Bossiaa- 
Amerioan Company, and sold by them aftor the purchase of Alaska by the United States. 

RECAPITULATION. 



Years. 



Skina. 



Salted skins sold in London 

Salted skins dressed and dyed in London. 
Diy skins sold in London 



1872-1884 
1872-1884 
18(38-1884 



64,366 
46,216 
42,797 



Grand total. 



153,348 



Exhibit D. 

Dry Northwest coast fur-seal skins sold in London after commencement of pelagic sealing 

in Bering Sea. 



Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


1885 


1,620 

979 

2,843 


1888 


1, 232 
228 
699 


1891 


1,088 


1886 


1SW9 


Total 


jgg7 


1890 


8,604 
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Salted Narihufest coast fur-seal skins dressed and dyed in London (hut not sold there) 
taken after the oommencement of pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 



Year. 




Tear. 


Skiaa. 


1885 


16,667 

15.087 

3,589 

1,830 


1889 


8,017 


1886 


Total.. 




1887 


89,280 


1888 









In addition to above, it is estimatod that from 26,000 to 80,000 aklna have been dressed and dyed in 
the United States.— B. T. B., Jr., not4iry public. 

Salted Northteeet coast fur-seal shins sold in London after oommenoenient of pelagic sealing 

in Bering Sea. 



Year. 


SUhb. 


Tear. 


Skins. 


1885 


2,078 
17,009 
86.907 
36,818 
39.563 


1890 


38,315 
54,180 
28,298 


1886 


1891 


1887 


1892 - 


1888 


Total.. 




1888 


254,068 







BECAPITXILATIOir. 



Tears. 



Skina. 



Dry skins sold in London 

Salted skins dressed and dyed in London, bnt not sold there.. 
Salted skins dressed and dyed in United States, estimated. . ., 
Salted skins sold in London , 



1885-1891 
1885-1889 
1885-1889 
1885-1892 



8,604 

89,290 

80,000 

254,068 



Grand total. 



831,962 



Exhibit E. 
Safted Lobos Island fur-seal skins sold in London. 



Tear. 


Skins. 


Tear. 


Skins. 


Tear. 


SUns. 


1873 


6.956 
8,509 
8,179 
11,353 
13,066 
12,301 
12, 295 
14,885 


1881 


13,569 
13,200 
12, 861 
16,268 
10, 953 
13,667 
11.068 
20,747 


1889 


8,755 
18,641 


1874 


1882 


1890 


1875 


1883 


1891 


15,834 
4,800 


1876 


1884 


1892a 


1877 


1885 


Total 


1878 


1886 


247,777 


1879 


1887 




1880 


1888 











« To date. 



Additional depoHium of Alfred Fraserj member of the firm of O. If. 
Lampson A Oo.^ furriers^ London. 

State op Few Tobk, 

City and County of New York^ 88 : 
Alfred Fraser, being duly sworn, says: I am a member of the firm of 
0. M. Lampson & Co., of London, and the person described in and who 
verified an affidavit on the 1st day of April, 1892, relating to the far- 
seal industry. The tables hereto annexed, marked A, B, O, D, E, and 
F, have been prepared by me from the printed catalogues of public auc- 
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tion sales in London of fur seal skins, and also from my priv^ite memo- 
randa, and from knowledge and infonnation of the far-seal industry, 1 
believe them to be correct in every particular. Said tables state all of 
the salted fur-seal skins of the Alaska, Copper, l^orthwest coast, and 
Lobos catches, ^hich, according to the said catalogues and memoranda, 
were sold at public auction in I^ndon between the years 1868 and 1891, 
together with the average price per skin obtained during each of said 
years for the aforesaid skins. 

Ajlfrej) Fbasbb. 



ExuiBrr A. 
Salted AUukafmr-ual Bkins sold in London from 1870 to 1891, 



Tear. 


SklDB. 


Tear. 


SUna. 


Year. 


Skiaa. 


Year. 


Skina. 


Tear. 


Skins. 


1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 


9,966 
100,896 

9«, 28.i 
101, 248 

90,160 


1876 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 


99,634 
90,267 
75,410 
99,911 
100,086 


1880 

1881 

1882 

1888 

1884 


100, 161 
99,9fil 

100, 100 
75,914 
99,887 


1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 


99,719 
99,910 
99,940 
100,000 
100,000 


1890 

1891 

Total.. 


C 20, 994 

\ 4.156 

13,478 


1874 


1,877,977 



Exhibit B. 
Salted Copper Island fwr-eeal skine sold in London in the years 1870 to 1892. 



Tear. 


Skins. 


Tear. 


Skina. 


Tear. 


Skina. 


Tear. 


Skina. 


Tear. 


Skina. 


1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 


12,030 
9,622 
7,182 
21,614 
30.349 


1876 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 


84,479 
33,298 
26,380 
19,000 
28,211 


1880 

1881 

1882 

1883 

1884 


88.886 
46,209 
39, 111 
36.500 
26,675 


1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 


48,929 
41,752 
64.584 
46,833 
47,410 


1890 

1891 

1892 

1 Total.. 


96,486 
17,026 
30,678 


789,648 



Exhibit C. 
Sotted Northwest coast fur-seal sJdns sold in London prior to pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. 



Tear. 


Skina. 


Tear. 


Skinn. 


Tear. 


Skins. 


Tear. 


Skins. 


Tear. 


iSkina. 


1872 

1878 


1,029 


i 1876 

. 1876 

1877 .... 


1,646 
2,042 , 


1878 

1879 

1880 


264 
12,212 
8,939 


1881 

1882 

1883 


9,997 

11,717 

2,319 


1884 

Total.. 


9,242 


1874 


4,949 


64,306 






1 



Exhibit D. 

Salted Northwest coast fur-eedl shins sold in London after commencement of pelagic sealing 

in Bering Sea. 



Tear. 


SUna. 


Tear. 


Skina. 


1886 


2,078 
17,909 
30,907 
86,818 
89,663 


1890 


88,315 


1886 


1891 .... 


54,180 


1887 


1892a 


28,298 


1888 


Total 




1889 


254,068 




_i 





a To March 2S. 
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Year. 



1873 
1874 
1876 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1870 
1880 



SkinB. 



6.596 
8,609 
8,179 
11,368 
13,066 
12,301 
12,296 
14,866 



Year. 



1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1886 
1886 
1887 
1888 



Skins. 



13,569 
13,200 
12,861 
16,258 
10,963 
13,667 
11,068 
20,747 



Year. 



1889 

1890 , 

1891. 

1892a 

Total 



Skins. 



8,766 
18,641 
16,834 

4,800 



247, 777 



a To date. 
Exhibit F. 

Salted AlasJea fur-seal shins sold in London in the years 1868-1871 taken prior to ike 
leasing of the Prihilof Islands, 



Year. 


Skins. 


Year. 


Skins. 


1868 


28,220 
121,820 
U0,611 


1871 - 


20,111 


1869 


Total.. 






1870 . 


280,662 









The following table, prepared by Hutchinson, Kohl, Philipeus & Co., 
of San Francisco, lessees of the right to take fur seals upon the Com- 
mander and Bobben islands, shows the number of seal skins secured 
annually from these respective islands from 1871 to 1891 : 



Year. 



Com- 
mander 
Islands. 



Itobben 
Island. 



Total. 



Year. 



Com- 
mander 
Islands. 



Bobben 
Island. 



Total. 



1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 /. 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 



3,614 
29,366 
27,710 
28,886 
33, 152 
25, 432 
18,684 
28,198 
38,749 
45,174 
89,814 
40,514 



2,694 

2,414 
3,127 
1,628 
2,949 
3, 142 
4,002 
8,330 
4,207 
4,106 



8,614 
29,356 
30,404 
31,300 
36,279 
26,960 
21,633 
31,840 
42, 760 
48,504 
43,621 
44,620 



1884.. 
1885.. 
1886., 
1887.. 
1888. 
1889.. 
1890.. 
1881. 



26.650 
49,444 
41,737 
64,591 
46, 317 
47, 862 
62,850 
53,780 
6,800 



2,049 
3,819 
1,838 



28,699 
53,263 
43, 575 
64,591 
46.347 
47,862 
62,869 
63,780 
6,800 



Total. 



776,467 



Table qfannttal seal-skin supply compiled from table of London trade sales as given by 

JEmil leiohmann. 



Year. 



Lobos 
Island. 



Cape 
Horn. 



Northwest 
oatoh. 



Alaska 
oatoh. 



Copper 
oatoh. 



Total. 



1870.. 
1871.. 
1872.. 
1873.. 
1874.. 
1875.. 
1870.. 
1877.. 
1878.. 
1879.. 
1880.. 
1881.. 
1882.. 
1883.. 
1884.. 
1886.. 
1886.. 
1887.. 
1888.. 
1889.. 



6,956 
8,607 
8,179 
11,363 
13,066 
12,301 
12,295 
14,386 
13,669 
13,200 
12,861 
10,258 
10,063 
13,667 
11,068 
20,747 
8,766 



6,806 

7,631 

18,227 

12,180 

17,562 

13,164 

U,711 

4,666 

6,748 

8,404 

909 

2,762 

4,408 

8,021 



684 
12,495 
16,303 
981 
7,848 
8,676 
4,097 
1,945 
8,607 
16,627 
18,601 
16, 673 
23,207 
9.644 
90,142 
20,205 
83,976 
43,839 
40,000 
41,808 



9,965 
100,896 
96,283 
101,248 
90,160 
99,634 
90,207 
76,410 
99,911 
100,036 
100,161 
9,994 
100,100 
75,914 
99,887 
99,719 
99,910 
99,940 
100,000 
100,000 



7,182 
31,614 
80,349 
84,497 
33,298 
25,380 
19,000 
28,211 
88,886 
46,209 
89, 111 
86,500 
26,657 
48,929 
41,762 
54,684 
46,333 
47,410 



10,649 
113,391 
119, 768 
130,749 
136,861 
145,867 
145,821 
128,432 
143,046 
168,249 
184,946 
188,486 
187,820 
139, 474 
169,706 
183,270 
190, 218 
211,698 
211,483 
201,000 
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Table of percentage of annual eeal-sJcin supply compiled from table of London tradi sales 
as given by JSmil Teichmann. 



Year. 


Loboa 
Island. 


Cape 
Horn. 


Northwest 
oatoh. 


Alaska 
oatch. 


"ISS^ 


TotaL 


1870 






0.0620 
.110 
.136 
.1362 
.0072 
.0246 
.0282 
.0158 
.00251 
.0927 
.0730 
.0825 
.1283 
.0685 
.1187 
.113 
.1795 
.2047 
.1894 
.2075 


0.9380 
.890 
.8047 
,7743 
.6830 
.6204 
.6113 
.098 
.6044 
.813 
.6417 
.5307 
.5343 
.6442 
.5821 
.5447 
.6307 
.4721 
.4728 
.4975 




1.0000 


1871 








1.0000 


1872 






0.051 
.059 
.1653 
.23(ft 
.2143 
.2578 
.1363 
.1677 
.2103 
.2451 
.2007 
.2616 
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OEUISE OF THE LOUIS OLSEK IN THE BEBING SEA. 

BT A. B. ALBXANDBB. 

On the 25th of May, at Seattle, I met Capt. E. P. Miner, master of 
the American sealing schooner Harry DenniSy who, on the same day, 
had arrived from Japan, his vessel having been wrecked on that coast. 
At the time of meeting him he was endeavoring to charter another 
vessel, and hoped to be in the Bering Sea by the 1st of August. Inform- 
ing him that the United States Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries 
was anxious that I should make a cruise with him should he succeed 
in getting a suitable vessel, he freely consented, and informed me that 
if he found out in time he would let me know by mail. * 

On the morning of the 28th I sailed in the City of TopeJca for Sitka, 
and from there took passage in the Crescent City for Unalaska. Soon 
after arriving there I joined the Albatross, and remained by her until 
the evening of the 29th of July, when I joined the sealing schooner 
Louis Olsen, of Astoria, Oreg., Captain Guillams, master, who did not 
for a moment hesitate about giving me a passage. My reason for 
joining the Olsen was on account of not having heard from Captain 
Miner as to whether he had succeeded in obtaining a vessel; I was 
also informed by several sealing captains that he did not get a vessel, 
and in consequence would not be in the sea. The time having arrived 
when pelagic sealing was about to commence, I was glad to accept, as 
I thought, the only opportunity which would be offered for the season. 

The next day, in latitude 54° 38' north, longitude 167° 04' west, we 
saw our first seals, 20 in number, 12 of which were "sleepers." Seals 
when sleeping are by sealers always called by the above name. In the 
afternoon we saw 6 seals about half a mile from the vessel playing in 
a bunch of seaweed. The sea at the time was perfectly smooth with a 
light air stirring. Two hunters and myself started out in a boat to 
watch them and see how near we could approach without disturbing 
them. We soon learned that they were unusually tame, as we approached 
near enough to touch one with a spear pole which was in the boat. They 
showed little signs of fear, notwithstanding that we were within 30 feet 
of them for fully five minutes. Diving under the seaweed and sad- 
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denly thrnsting their Leads up througli it seemed to afford them great 
pleasure. Rolling over and over in the seaweed, their flippers becom 
ing tangled in it, was also a pleasant enjoyment. They paid but little 
attention to us and seemed almost indifferent as to how near we 
approached so long as we did so quietly. This caused the hunters to 
exclaim several times, "If we only had a gun we could kill them all.'' 
Under the circumstances it was but natural that a gun should be the 
uppermost thought in their minds. 

Early in the spiking, both on the Northwest coast and off the coast 
of Japan, seals are sometimes found which evince little signs of fear, 
but after one day's shooting on the ground they become very wild and 
mistruslfdl, and, like a crow and some land animals, seem to scent a gun 
in the air. On this particular occasion a kodak camera would have 
given good results — it was one opportunity of a thousand. 

The following day, Slst, seals were plentiful. The wind being light 
during the previous night, our position had changed but little. 

On August 1, at a very early hour, the spears were brought forth and 
the seal on them broken. While this was going on many remarks were 
made in regard to the first day's trial. Some of the hunters were already 
discourag^ and were confident that they were only wasting time by 
attempting to use spears; the thought of being obliged to adopt the 
primitive weapon of the Siwash was indeed humiliating to them. A 
lew on board felt more hopeful and were willing to give the spear a fair 
trial. Ever since leaving Unalaska the hunters had been practicing at 
throwing the spear pole. Every piece of floating seaweed or other 
object which came within range had been a target. On several occa- 
sions the boats had been lowered and a supply of chips and small 
pieces of wood taken along. These were thrown ahead of the boat as 
targets to throw at. It was soon found that an object that could be 
easily hit at a distance of 26 or 30 feet from the vessel was not so easily 
reached from a boat, as the smallest wave would cause her to move just 
enough to cause the pole to go wide of its mark. A day's practice 
throwing from the boats had the effect of teaching the hunters the 
various ways of holding the spear to make more sure of its hitting the 
mark under the many conditions of sea and wind. All this time spear 
throwing had been carried on with lifeless objects for a mark. The 
opportunity was about to present itself to exhibit skill in throwing at 
something that if missed the first time would not be likely to remain 
stationary long enough to give the marksman another trial. A cool 
head and steady nerves would be the special requirements to insure a 
successful day's hunt should seals be plentiful. 

The 1st day of August did not prove a success, so far as sealing was 
concerned, the weather being too foggy to send out the boats. Scat- 
tering seals were observed all day, but they were all " travelers;" that 
is, they were all moving in various directions. Our noon position was 
latitude 56° 11' north, longitude 172° 01' west. The next day seals 
were less numerous. None were observed in the forenoon ; in the after- 
noon 12 were seen; all but one were traveling to the westward. This 
individual was asleep; a boat was quickly lowered and the hunter on 
watch was rowed toward it. Before the boat had covered half the dis- 
tance the seal showed signs of waking, and shortly after, becoming 
aware of approaching danger, it disappeared. Our noon position on 
this day was latitude 57° 21' north, longitude 1 73^ 46' west. Seals here 
were not so plentiful as they were farther south. In the afternoon we 
hove to and caught two cod in 65 fathoms of water. No more seal life 
was observed until the afternoon of the following day, when two sleejv 
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ing seals were sighted, latitude 57^ 50' north, longitude 173o 48' west. 
Five boats were sent out. They returned at 6 p. ni., having taken 
no seals, although 8 had been seen, but tbey were all " travelers.'' 
Heavy fog and strong indications of the wiud breezing up fresh caused 
the boats to return earlier than they otherwise would. In the evening, 
the vessel being hove to, several seals came close alongside. They 
seemed to be very curious to know what we were. All the spears on 
board were repeatedly thrown at them, but they had the good sense to 
keep just out of range. Whistling had the effect of enticing them close 
aboard, but the sight of a spear or two being aimed at them would cause 
them, without any apparent effort, to increase their distance by 20 or 
more feet. 

The first seal captured by the Olsen was on August 4, in latitude 57<^ 
60' north, longitude 173^ 48' west, the same position recorded on the 
previous day. At 8.45 a. m. sail was made, and at 10.45 the boats were 
lowered, two "sleepers" having been seen. The weather being foggy 
the boats were soon lost to sight. The vessel was hove to, it being 
much easier for the boats to keep the bearing of the vessel than for 
the vessel to keep track of the boats. 

As soon as the boats had left a hand line was put over in 70 fathoms 
of water. An hour's fishing resulted in 18 cod. Their average weight, 
as near as could be judged, was 12 pounds; the largest weighed not far 
from 30 pounds. All but two of the cod were in a healthy condition. 
These two had sores on their backs about the size of a half dollar, which 
had eaten nearly to the backbone. This instance is mentioned bere on 
account of the part of the fish where the sores were. In both cases 
they were situated near the neck, directly over the vertebra; they were 
as round and smooth as if cut with a knife. 

Notwithstanding that the fog did not lift during the day, the boats 
remained out until 9 p. m. The result of the day's hunt was 12 seals — 
4 males and 8 females. One of the seals had previously been speareil 
in one of its flippers, as it was nearly severed from its body, showing 
that the seal must have had a hard struggle to free itself. The largest 
number of seals caught for this first day's successful hunt was taken 
by two boats, they bringing in five each; two other boats captured one 
each, and the remaining two boats brought in nothing. The hunters 
in these boats, on learning that 12 seals had been captured, indulged in 
strong language at their nonsuccess. 

About 50 seals had been observed from the boats, the most of which 
were awake. Only an occasional individual had been seen during the 
day from the vessel, the fog being too dense to see more than an eighth 
of a mile. 

In no single instance was the first seal speared at captured j it was 
only after repeated attempts by each hunter that one was hit. The 
excitement caused by the desire on the part of each to be the first 
to capture a seal, combined with the inexperience of throwing the 
primitive weapon, was no doubt the chief cause of the poor results. 
The eight females captured were all nursing seals; but little food was 
found in their stomachs, and that was too much digested to tell what 
it consisted of; it was, however, placed in alcohol. 

In the evening, after the seals had been skinned and everything made 
snug for the night, each hunter told his experience during the day, 
which, as may be supposed, was more entertaining than instructive. 

On the 5th the wind and weather were not suitable for sealing; a 
very fresh southeast wind prevailed, and in order to keep our present 
position the vessel was hove to under easy sail. A large number of 
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seals was noticed ; they were frequently seen playing about, sometimes 
on the crest of a wave, and then in the hollow of a sea. They seem- 
ingly had no fixed coarse, but would swim in one direction a half a 
mile or so, return and go in an opposite way. It is more than likely, 
had the wind been blowing a strong gale, they would all have been 
bound in one direction. The wind continued fresh, with a rough, choppy 
sea, until the following noon, when the fog which had come in during 
the night lifted and the wind suddenly subsided into a calm. The boats 
were put in readiness and sent out for an afternoon's hunt. Consider- 
ing the state of the sea and the time of starting, a fair afternoon's work 
was done, 19 seals being landed on deck by 8.30 p. m. Fifteen of the 
number were cows and 4 males. Only 6 had food in their stomachs. 
Every hunter reported seals numerous,, about half of the number being 
asleep. They slept in bunches of 6 and 8, and when aroused from their 
slumber were very tame, but owing to the inexi>erience of the hunters 
with spears in a comparatively rough sea, the successful throws were few 
and far between. Had the hunters been provided with shotguns instead 
of spears, it is pretty safe to say that a hundred or more seals would have 
been nearer the day's catch. To be compelled to see seals escape that 
could easily have been killed with a shotgun brought forth from both 
hunters and boat crews loud and imprecatory language upon the heads 
of all those who were instrumental in prohibiting the use of firearms in 
the Bering Sea. These men had not been used to seeing their prey get 
awa^ so easily, and to them the sight was more than exasperating. 
During the absence of the boats a large number of traveling seals had 
been seen from the vessel and also an occasional '< sleeper." One of the 
latter was observed close aboard a little on our lee. It evidently was 
sleeping soundly, for neither the slatting of the sails nor the blowing 
of the fog horn had the efi'ect of awaking it, and it was only when the 
scent of the vessel reached its nostrils that it showed signs of life. 
After being frilly aroused it did not exhibit any great signs of alarm, 
but played about not far off for some time. It seldom happens that a 
seal will show such indifference to its surroundings as this one. The 
captain and mate said they had never in all their experience seen a seal 
so tame. The general opinion on board was that it was due to there 
being no firearms used or hunting allowed in the Bering Sea for the 
past few years that caused the seals thus far observed to show so little 
fear of man. 

The highest catch for any one single day was taken on the 7th. The 
day commenced with a gentle breeze from the south, and a smooth sea. 
A light fog hung low over the water which prevented the boats from 
being seen more than 20 yards. At 8 a. m. the last boat shoved off, and 
they were not seen again until evening. Noon position: Latitude, 68° 
30^ north; longitude, 173<^ 56' west. £i the forenoon hand-line fishing 
was carried on. The depth of wat^ here was 60 fathoms. Six good- 
sized cod were caught in quick succession: 2 males and 4 females. 
Their stomachs were well filled with food. In the stomach of a large 
female was found an octopus ; it had been recently swallowed, as its skin 
showed no discoloration. God were abundant; we could have filled the 
decks in a day's fishing with a single line. The abundance of cod may 
have been the cause of seals being plentiful in this region. In the 
evening the boats all returned nearly at the same time, bringing in 34 
seals, 30 of which were females. Twenty- four of the number had food 
in their stomachs. The material, however, was finely masticated, and 
hard to identify, but a portion of it looked very much like the flesh of 
cod. If a portion of the food was cod, the question arises, did the seals 
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dive to the bottom in 60 fathoms of wat^r and bring their prey to the 
surface? As a rule cod are found very close to the bottom, especially in 
deep water; in shallow places they are sometimes found nearer the sur- 
face. It is not probable that seals in this region found an abundance 
of cod or even scattering ones near the surface. Just how deep a seal 
can dive <and secure food is a mooted question. Mr. Henry Elliott gives 
them credit of being able to dive to profound depths. The writer has 
conversed with a good many sealers on the subject, but has never been 
able to gather any reliable information. Sealers as a rule are not a very 
observing class of men, for the reason that their interest is all centered 
in the commercial side of the question, and think little of the habits or 
other peculiar! ties of seallife. The most satisfactory evidence thewriter 
ever had that seals are deep divers was two years ago on the Fairweatlier 
Ground, a large bank off the coast of Alaska, while on a cruise in the 
revenue-cutter Oorwin, We were about to return to the ship at the end 
of a successful afternoon's hunt, when a large bull suddenly came up 
close to our canoe, not over 30 feet away, with a very large red rockUsh 
in its mouth, which it immediately proceeded to devour. The fish was 
alive and could be plainly seen struggling in the seal's mouth. Our 
position at the time was some 75 or 80 miles offshore from Yakutat 
Bay. We had no means of ascertaining the depth of the water, but it 
could not have been much less than 100 fathoms. Bed rockUsh is also 
a species that generally swims close to the bottom, although like cod it 
is possible that they sometimes feed near the surface. The writer does 
not maintain that seals can go to the bottom in 100 fathoms of water, 
but thinks they can dive much deeper than is generally supposed. 

All the hunters on this day reported seals plentiful, but could find 
very few asleep. Had the sun been shining it is safe to say that the 
majority of those with food in their stomachs would have slept during 
a greater part of the day, for, as a rule, seals with full stomachs sleep 
when the sun is out, the air warm, and the sea smooth or comparatively 
so. Their time of sleeping, however, is not always when conditions are 
favorable, for after a gale of long duration they are frequently seen 
asleep when the air is cold and the sea uncommonly high. At such 
times seals are completely exhausted. It is not an infrequent sight 
during the winter and spring months, at the end of a long and heavy 
gale, to see seals sleeping soundly in a snowstorm, with that por- 
tion of the body out of the water covered with snow. In consequence 
of the seals on this day being restless, a great many of the 34 taken 
were what is known to sealers as "finners," that is, seals about half 
asleep, rolling about and scratching themselves. Sometimes ^^finners" 
are hard to approach, and at other times very easy. A restless one will 
try very hard to take a nap, but just as he gets comfortably fixed some- 
thing disturbs him; holding its head up he will take a look all around, 
as if danger was scented in the air. These are hard to capture with 
spears. 

Indians seldom pay any attention to moving seals when hunting with 
spears; they think it a waste of time. White hunters, when they can 
find no sleeping seals, frequently give chase to '^flnners" and "travel- 
ers," and in many cases are rewarded for their trouble. The hunters 
on the Olsen soon found that few seals would be taken on certain days 
if they only selected sleeping ones. Many haphazard throws were 
made at swimming and finning seals, the majority of which were fail- 
ures, but enough good shots were made to make the experiment a pay- 
ing one. 

For several days seals had been observed chasing some kind of fish, 
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and during this last day's hunt they were quite plentiful. Only a single 
individual would be seen; it would dart first in one direction and then 
in another, and occasionally would make a desperate leap out of water. 
Presently a seal would be noticed not far off swimming as rapidly and 
in as many different directions as the fish. On the day in question, two 
seals were speared, just as they came to the surface, each with one of 
these fish in its mouth. The seals did not relinquish their hold when 
speared, but kept a firm grip until knocked on the head. The speci- 
mens proved to be Alaskan pollock. In both cases the specimens of 
fish secured were brought up by large males; one was somewhere 
between 8 and 10 years of age. 

The two following days, 8th and 9th, the weather was too boisterous 
for sealing; -wind southeast and every indication of a gale. We lay to 
under the foresail in order to keep as near our present position as pos- 
sible. A heavy sea set in from the westward, but the wind did not 
increase above a strong breeze. Scattering seals were about each day, 
all traveling to the westward. From observation we learned that dur- 
ing stormy weather seals traveled in an opposite direction to the wind. 
In a gale it will be found that seals are far more numerous on the lee 
side of the Pribilof Islands than to the windward of them. When the 
wind is heavy and the sea rough seals as a rule travel from the seal 
islands directly to leeward or nearly so. Just how much the wind 
changes the course of the main body of seals would be hard to say, 
but so far as our investigations extended, in connection with the travel- 
ing herd which came under our notice, we are inclined to think that 
seals within 100 miles of the seal islands, bound to the feeding grounds, 
will in most cases seek the grounds to the leeward of the group. Seals 
in a gale take every advantage of wind and sea. It is necessary that 
they should, for there is evidently a limit to their endurance. 

On the morning of the 10th light winds prevailed, but a choppy sea, 
combined with a long rolling swell from the west-southwest, rendered 
it unfit for sealing, although scattering seals had been noticed.' Two 
days of idleness had made everybody on board anxious to get out in 
the boats. In the afternoon the wind fell to a calm, and the boats were 
put over in latitude 58° 27' north, longitude 172° 46' west, and remained 
out until evening, bringing in only three seals. Very few were seen 
from the boats, although they covered considerable ground during the 
day. Seals were equally scarce in the vicinity of the vessel; only six 
were observed. One of these, more bold than the rest, kept circling 
around the vessel, coming nearer each time. Finding that it was inclined 
to be inquisitive, it was encouraged to make further investigations as 
to what we were by continual whistling by those on board. It was 
finally enticed alongside and captured, the spear passing through one 
of its hind fiippers. A series of photographs showing all the different 
X)08itions the seal was in during its struggle for liberty would have been 
valuable. It fought bravely for life while in the water, but on being 
hauled on board its power was greatly lessened. It did not, however, 
give up without a desperate struggle to regain its liberty. At one 
period of the fight it drove everybody from the main deck, and it was 
only when a noose was thrown over its neck and its head hauled down 
to a ring bolt that terms of peace could be made, which was by knock- 
ing in on the head. The catch of seals for the day was 4 — 3 females and 
1 male; the total catch to date 69 — 13 males and 66 females. 

The next day (11th) the boats made an early start. Everything 
looked favorable for a good day's hunt, the wind being light and the 
sea smooth, two things which are almost indispensable in seal hunting. 
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No seals had been noticed daring the morning^ bat it does not neces- 
sarily follow that becaase none are observed from- the vessel they are 
not abont, for freqaently it happens that good catches are made when 
not a seal has been seen from the vesseL This was not one of those 
exceptional days; 13 was the catch — 3 males and 10 cows. Seals had 
been comparatively plentifal, bat were not inclined to sleep and were 
too wild to approach. A piece of an Alaskan pollock was broaght in 
by one of the hauters, it having been taken irom a seal's month in the 
same manner as the two others previonsly described. The shape of an 
Alaskan pollock woald indicate it to be a fish that coidd easily escape 
from a seal. It may be, however, that seals do not select a single fish, 
bat give chase to a body of them after .the manner of whales, sword- 
fish, and sharks, and oat of many sncceed in captaring one or more. 
The reason for seals seen on this day being so wild could be accounted 
for only in one way, they having had little to eat. The stomachs of 
those taken fully corroborated this theory. A series of trials were 
made for bottom fish, but with negative results; we seemed to be 
drifting over barren ground. The noon position on this day was 57^ 
42' 38" north latitude; 172© 52' west longitude. 

Our pleasant weather was about to be broken for a considerable 
length of time, for on the 12th the day began with a gale from the 
southeast, accompanied by a heavy sea. Lay hove to under single- 
reefed foresail and trysail. In the afternoon spoke with the schooner 
Teresa^ of San Francisco; also saw the schooner KatCj of Victoria, 
British Oolumbia, a short distance away. Seals frequently seen all 
through the day. In the early part of the night the wind increased to 
a heavy gale, and in the latter part the wind decreased in force and 
hauled to the west-southwest. A heavy sea kept up all day. In the 
forenoon a vessel was sighted low on the horizon. An occasional seal 
observed; phalaropes numerous. 

August 14: Weather pleasant, but wind fresh from the westward. 
In the evening boarded the schooner Fawrij of Victoria, British Oolum- 
bia. She reported losing a boat and three men on the 11th. (They 
were afterwards picked up.) The Fcmn had an Indian crew and had 
taken 20 skins in the sea. This news gave our hunters considerable 
encouragement. Position, latitude 67° 37' north; longitude 173^ 14' 
west 

August 16: Pleasant weather in the early part of the day, but very 
squally in the latter part; sea rough. Latitude 57^ 11' north; longi- 
tude 1730 09' west. 

August 16 : Variable weather ; clear in the morning, thick and squally 
in the afternoon; sea very rough. But few seals seen. Noon position, 
latitude 67° 04' north; longitude 172o 30' west. 

August 17: At 7 a. m. made sail and ran to the southward; wind 
northwest and fresh, gradually decreasing to a light breeze in after- 
noon. A heavy fog came in later in the day. Position, latitude 66° 54' 
north; longitude 172° 46' west Continued on our course until 8 a. m. 
the next day, at which time saw a seal " finning " close by. A boat was 
quickly manned and started in pursuit, but the seal was on the alert 
and soon increased the distance between itself and enemy. Shortly 
after this a "sleeper*' was noticed not far oflF on the weather bow. 
Another boat was hoisted out, which was silently rowed toward the 
coveted prize. No attempt was made by the hunter to throw the spear 
until the boat was within 20 feet of it. It was easily captured. When 
opened its stomach was found to be well filled with food, which no 
doubt was the cause of its sleeping so soundly. 
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Later in the day all the boats went out, but returned at the end of 
three hours with ouly one seal. The sea was smooth and but little 
wind stirring, but the air grew suddenly chilly and the sky very cloudy, 
which practically put an end to the chances of seals sleeping for the 
day. On this particular occasion the hunters were very much dis- 
gusted on account of not having shotguns. They claimed that with 
guns the day's catch at the least calculation would have been between 
60 and 70 seals, instead of the small number of two. On a day like 
this, when seals showed no inclination to sleep, shotguns in the hands 
of skillful hunters would have done very destructive work to the seal 
herd, for experienced hunters kill nearly if not quite as many traveling 
seals during the course of a season as Sleeping ones. In the early his- 
tory of pelagic sealing hunters sought sleeping seals only, but they 
have learned the movements of the seal so thoroughly that traveling 
and finning seals are almost as desirable as sleeping ones. 

Hand-line fishing was carried on from the vessel in 60 fathoms of 
water. In one hour 10 cod were caught, their average weight being 
about 9 pounds. It was estimated that the largest would weigh 30 
pounds, the smallest 4 pounds. In their stomachs were found small 
starfish, prawns, squid^ medusse, and a quantity of decomposed fish, 
all of which was saved. 

Unfortunately this was our last day's hunt. From this time on we 
had stormy weather and heavy gales. Eighty-four seals had been taken, 
16 males and 6S females. All the females were nursing cows, except 
one, which was a yearling. The last seal caught by the Olsen was taken 
in latitude QQ^ 05' north, longitude 172° 17' west. 

Early in the morning of the 19th the weather was pleasant, with indi- 
cations of its being a suitable day for sealing, but shortly after the wind 
began to freshen from the southeast, gradually increasing in force and 
hauling to the westward. Lay to under a double-reefed foresail; heavy 
squalls at times. Koon position, latitude 55^ 39' north, longitude 172^ 
12' west. 

August 20: Heavy gale from the northwest; very high sea running. 
Ean before the wind for three hours, hoping to run out of the heaviest 
part of the gale, but no perceptible difference was felt. Lay hove to 
until 10 p. m., at which time again kept off before the wind and ran 
until 10 a. m. the next day. About this time saw several seals, and 
soon after ran close to a bunch of seals, five in number, all huddled 
together. It was evident that they were well tired out, or else they 
would not have been asleep in such weather. Position, latitude 54P 
38' north, longitude 168° 01' west. In the afternoon sighted several 
vessels. 

On the 22d bore away for Unimak Pass; wind north-northwest and 
blowing a gale, followed by a heavy sea. On the morning of the 23d 
sighted the lower part of Akutan Island, the top of it being enveloped 
in a heavy fog. All through the day seals were plentiful, many of which 
were asleep. During the past few days enough seals had been seen to 
cause a vessel to lay by and wait until the weather should moderate. 
The captain thought that bad weather had set in for the fall, and 
accordingly had made up his mind to go home. A mistake was made 
in this decision, for after we had left the sea and were on our way home 
good catches were being made by all the vessels that remained. 

At 6 o'clock in the evening we had left Unimak Pass behind us, and 
were standing on an east by i3t>uth course. The next day, when about 
75 miles from the pass, saw a sleeping seal, and 10 miles farther on saw 
two more. When about 200 miles offshore salmon were noticed jump- 
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ing. They were so near that we could hardly mistake the species. 
Whales were also plentifal. 

For the first two or three days after leaving the sea the weather was 
pleasant, but during the greater part of the voyage home heavy gales 
from the westward prevailed, which made the captain all the more con- 
fident that no mistake had been made by leaving so early. 

On the evening of the 6th of September we arrived at Victoria, hav- 
ing been twelve days on the voyage home. 

The writer was very kindly treated by the captain, officers, and crew 
of the OUen, every eflFort being made by them to lend assistance and 
collect such material as was desired. Had the Olsen been among seals 
under favorable circumstances, as many vessels were, the writer could, 
with the assistance of the kindly disposed crew, have gathered consid- 
erable material; but we were one of the unfortunate ones. It was 
subsequently learned that during the time we were having exceedingly 
stormy weather — often hove to in a gale — many vessels of the fleet that 
were several degrees farther south were having pleasant weather and 
getting good catches every day. 





Seals taken in the BeHng Sea by ihe iohoonar Louie Olsen, 1894. 






Date. 


Position. 


Number. 


Male. 






North latl. 
tude. 


West loDgl- 
tude. 


Ftaitle. 


An». 4 , ,.... 


e * ti 

67 50 00 

68 30 OO 
68 30 00 
58 27 00 
57 42 88 
66 05 00 


O t U 

173 48 00 
178 66 00 
173 66 00 
172 46 00 
172 52 00 
172 17 00 


U 

19 
84 

4 
18 
2 




8 


' S::::::::::::;::;:::::;::::::;:::!:;; 


15 


7 


80 


10 


3 


11 , 


10 


18 .- - 


2 










Total 


84 


16 


68 













[Statistics compiled by H. H. Molnlyre, 1880.] 

Seal shine landed at Victoria from Bering Sea, ae ehown by the Victoria eneiom-house 

reoorde. 



Schooner. 


1881. 


1882. 


1883. 


1884. 


1885. 


1886. 


1887.1 


1888. 


1880. 


Ran Diftpo ( A merican) r... r 


193 


827 


908 


080 
1,700 
1,409 


1,726 




1,187 






Alex. ana Otter f American) 







Marv KUen r British) 








1,773 
1,244 
1,953 
1,100 
1,385 


3,559 
1,420 
1,600 


2.130 
1,349 
1.187 


700 




Vanderbilt /Amerloan) 










r!it.v of Sun ninirn / Amnrican) ......... 














T/Ookont (Amflrioan) ....««.••.. .-.r-. -- 














Favorite (Britisli).,' 










8,402 

182 

2,000 

1,700 

(f) 

2,200 
1,455 
328 
1,700 
1,000 
1,338 
1,142 


1.887 

50t 

000 

440 r 

636 

S'Md. 


'i'So* 


1,700 


Annif* (AmAHcan). .................... 












Therese (American, now British) 












650 


Sylvia Handy (American) 












614 


ffelen Blum (American) .1............. 














Dolphin (British^ now American, J. G. 
Swan) .................... ...T.-T-'rr 
















Alfkred Adams (British, now the Lily) . 
Black Diamond (British) 


























900 
2,377 


765 
800 


56 


Pathfinder (British) 












50 


Sierra (British) 














Active (British) 



















Annie Book (British) 












RVofi. 






W.P. Sayward (British) 












1,600 S'zed. 

1,700 Szed. 
104 1, 292 
630 624 




1,800 


Grace (British, now the J. H. Lewis) . . 












Penelone (British) 












1,054 
780 


1.850 


Monntain Chief (British) 












Mary Taylor (British) -.1 














1,000 
1, 625 
500 
2.607 
S'zed. 




Kate (British) 


1 










■2,'4TO* 


911 


Triumph (British) 














60 


Lottie Fairfield (British) 
















Ada(Britiah} 
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1881. 


1888. 


1888. 


1884. 


1885. 


1886. 


1887. f 


1888. 


I8t0. 


JnnlfttA (Bxitlsh) ....••. 
















1,030 
716 
2,009 
1,424 
450 
520 
500 
400 
380 




A nnis 0. Mooie (British) 
















1.800 
2.180 
1,290 
1.600 


YivA fBritisb) 
















MacirieMo iBridsh) 
















AHaIa /riAnnAnt 














l,350f 


"WnViKtAr / A mwrinan > ..,,,,,-,, -,^t,,,» 














Olsen ( Amerioan) 


















WaUaV a 'Rik\x (A niArlnan) 


















AIli4> J. Alff^rfAiD^Hnflfi) ,..^,,... 














400f 


284 


NAwton ( AiiMiriOftn) (VAnt^r^) ..... 














289 


J A.Rw&n rAmArlnan) 


















60 


HeoTv Dennis f American) 


















700 


^ppbirA(Rrftl4h).- 


















1.629 

74 


LmTrBritUh) 


















Ariel (British).... 


















1,816 
521 


Minnie (Britiflh) 


















Beatrice (British) 


















700 


Ran iTnse ^AmAriesn) .....••.....^..... 


















700 


LIHy Ti- ( A^if^erlcan) 


















800 


Mollie Adams < AmnrlcsTi) ......r.rrT.. 


















1,637 
550 


Bessie Renter (American) 


















rrhikii AncTA / A mArioAn) 



















96 






















Total 


103 


827 


908 


4,088 


9,181 


27,240 
2,000 


22,381 
12,000a 


15,007 


23,066 
2,600 


Skins seised by the United States, 
avDroziniate i 












' 


Grand total 


193 


827 


908 


4,089 


9,181 


29,240 


84,881 


15.007 


25,666 





• Aotoal nnmlMr of sUns seised 11.618 or 11,908. See page 837 United States connter case.— J. 8. B. 
KoTB.— The interrogation point ( f ) following ilgnres in 1887 oolmnn indicates donbt aa to the oorreo^ 
nets of the report. 

Nwmher of Victoria and Norlhweet Coaei fur- seal ekine eent to market from 1881 to 1889, 

incluHve, 



Year. 



Bering 

Sea 
skins. 



Korth 
PaciOc 



Total. 



1881 
1882 
1888 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1888 



193 

327 

908 

4.089 

9.181 

29.240 

84,331 

15,097 

25,566 



16,880 

22,880 
8,186 
16,053 
11,184 
4.735 
8,908 
24,801 
20,580 



16,578 
28,207 
9,004 
20,148 
20,366 
83,976 
43,239 
39,898 
46,146 



The above totals are believed to be very nearly correct, having been 
compiled from the London catalogues of sales, but the numbers caught, 
respectively, in Bering Sea and the North Pacific are not definitely 
known. The catch of the North Pacific has been ascertained by deduct- 
ing the number reported from the Victoria custom-house records as 
having been taken in Bering Sea from the total number sold in London. 

It will be noticed that nearly in proportion as the Bering Sea catch 
increased, that of the Northern Pacific decreased; and, that while the 
total catch of 1888, following the seizures and repression of 1887, was 
not very materially less, the proportion taken from Bering Sea was mu«h 
smaller than in the preceding and ibllowing year. 

The inference may be clearly drawn that to the extent to which illicit 
sealing is suppressed in Bering Sea, it will be more active in the North 
Pacific, and that the simple closure of the former body of water against 
marauders will do little toward the efi'ective protection of seal life. 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 11 
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Vdlme of Viet&ria, Briti$h ColumHa, eeaUng veseels, esHnuUed hy A, B, MilMy eaq,^ 
iurveyar of ike port of Vioioria, and T. T. WillianM, of San Franoisoo, August, 1889, 



Schooner. 



Mary Taylor 

Pathfinder. ..;... 

Viva 

Mary Ellen 

Triumph No. 1... 

Farorfte 

Kate 

Aurora 

Minnie 

Sapphire 

Wfalfred 

filk Diamond.... 

Lily 

Penelopo 

Maggie Mao..... 
W.P.Sayward.., 

Juniata 

Annie G.Moore.. 

Theresa 

Ariel 

Mountain Chief.. 

Wanderer 

Triumph No. 2... 
LotcHa 



Total. 



Owner's name. 



Came, Mnnaie & Co. 

do , 

....do 

D. McLean 

K C. Baker & Co 

C. Spring 

Not known 

H. Jaoohson 

Marvin &Co 

McDolan 

A.Frank 

....do 

Qray AMoeea 

Dodd&Co 

Lundberg & Co , 

UaU&GeoDel , 

Moore & Mackett..., 
BabbingtonftCo... 

Bnokman 

Indians 

Paxton &Co 

MnirBros 

Indians 



Milne's 
valaation. 



18,000 
10,000 
12,000 
8,000 
14,000 
8,000 
7,000 
8,000 
8,500 
15,000 
2,500 
0.500 
8.500 
10,000 
10,000 
8,000 

e,ooo 

15,000 
10,000 
0,006 
8,000 
8,000 
8,000 
2,000 



a 200, 500 



Williams's 
valuation. 



$4,500 

10,000 

12,000 

6,000 

11,000 

6,000 

7,000 

8,000 

8,500 

16.000 

2,600 

6,000 

6.000 

10,000 

7,000 

8,000 

8,000 

16,000 

10,000 

9,000 

1,000 

1,000 

1,760 

100 



6178,360 



Tonnage. 



48 
66 
02 
63 
08 
80 
58 
41 
46 

124 
18 
82 
69 
TO 
71 
60 
40 

118 
68 
00 
28 
16 
16 
28 



1^464 



Crew. 



White. Indian. 



961 



80 
80 
24 
30 
40 
10 



6 


86 


90 




21 




6 


28 


6 


28 


22 




20 




21 






90 


8 


20 


8 


16 




90 



a Actual result, $108,000. 



ft Aotoal result, $171,860. 



Slight errors ai)i)ear to have been made in footing the above, but the 
totals are as reported respectively by Milne and Williams. 

The above estimates include cost of outfit for a season's cruise, com- 
prising boats, guns, spears, ammunitiou, provisions, etc. 

The schooner Arauniah^ formerly belonging to the Victoria sealing 
fleet, was seized by the Russian Government July 1,. 1888. 

Mr. Milne estimates the cost of a sealing venture as follows: 



Wages of oreweand hnnters peryessel $7,000 

Insarance, 7 per cent of $8,000 560 

Pioyisions, salt, ammanition, etc 8^000 

Total per yessel, average 10, 560 



He also estimates the annual average catch at 2,000 skins per ves- 
sel, but as a matter of &ct the average has been for Victoria vessels 
during the last four years only about 1,288 skins per vessel annually. 

Mr. Williams estimates the expense of a sealing trip as follows: 

For five boats $600 

Five Marlin rifles, at $35. .V 175 

Five shotguns, at $35 175 

Two extra gnns 70 

Salt for skins 200 

Five thousand rounds of ammunition 125 

Insurance, one-third of a year 175 

Captain's wa^es four months 400 

Ten men at $35, and 5 at $20 per month 1,800 

Paid hunters, 1,600 skins at ^ per skin 3,200 

Provisions, 20 men 4 months at $8 per month 640 

Total per vessel, average 7, 460^ 
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The annaal average price paid for seal skins in Yictoria from 1881 to 
1889, inclusivey is as follows: 



Per sUn. 

1881 $9.25 

1882 8.00 

1883 10.00 

Qeaeral ayerage, $7.58 per skin 



Per skin. ; PereUn. 
1884 $7.75 1887 $6.50 



1885 7.50 ; 1888 6.62 

1886 7.66 i 1889 6.50 



It will be observed that the price of Victoria and Northwest coast 
skins has decreased. This has resulted from the fact that it was fonnd 
by the London dressers that the skins of seals taken indisGriminately, 
chiefly from females, in the water, did not compare favorably with those 
taken from carefrilly selected youn^ males on the islands. 

On the basis of the foregoing figures, the value of the frir-seal trade, 
as conducted by the Canadians, is surprisingly smidl. Thefr annual 
catch at present prices is worth about $125,000, and the highest esti- 
mated value of the tonnage engaged is only $200,000 — ^amounts incom- 
parably small in proportion to the loss that would be sustaiued by the 
United States and England in case the seal fisheries were broken up^ 
as will inevitably result if the Canadian manner of killing is continued. 

The following is extracted from the report of United States Consul 
Stevens, of Victoria, British Columbia, to the Department of State, in 
June, 1889: 

Since the beginning: of the present decade the banting of the ftir seal has been 
▼iffOTonsly pnrsned from this port. There are some 21 vessels, Tarying from 26 to 
I2S tons register (an aggregate tonnage of 1,737 tons), employing 468 men, and 
vidued at abont $126,000, engaged in banting the far seal. These vessels, some of 
them having smaU steam power, leave here abont the 1st of January and proceed 
Bonthward, retoming in May and landing the skins, taking some of them as far south 
as San Diego, Cal., and along the coast up. They again leave for the north, golns as 
far as the Sering Sea, returning in September. The total catch for 1888 amounted to 
26,720 skins, much smaUer than for recent previous years. Of these, 14,987 were 
reported as ''the Bering Sea coUection," the aistinotive name given to those taken 
far north, in the neighborhood of the Aleutian Islands, and olauned to be finer fan 
than any other. 

These skins are sold here in bundles,' salted to preserve them, and they may be 
kept many mouths in that condition without injury. Ordinarilv sales are made at 
BO much per skin for the lot; sometimes, however, they are sold in assortments of 
males, females, and pups, the average price for the latter being $6 per skin. They 
are shipped from here to London, \^ere they are dressed and dyed, paying a duty 
when tney reach the United States, as they mostly do, of SO per cent on their then 
value of about $22.50 per skin. 

During these years (l^^^-^) some eight of these vessels were seised in the north- 
ern waters by the United States revenue cutters for violation of the law of Jnly, 
1870, '* to pxeveiBt extexnunation of for-beanug animals." No seiauxes weie made 
inlS88. 
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WM ^ Hm md NmUmtti ommI fm^99di tUiM 90U mud dtmmi to Lwmimk. 
lOMivn^ bj Mr. Alflnd FIM«, of ttM hooM of MflHS. a M. LnipMi * 0^] 



Tmht. 



Dcyddat 



■kins told. 



IVytaL 



1870.. 
U71.. 
187S.. 
1878.. 
1874.. 
1876.. 
1876.. 
1877.. 
1878.. 
1878.. 



S.141 
1.8n 

684 
18,496 
14,684 

801 
8.778 
1,861 

90S 
1,178 

818 



1.088 



4,848 
1,646 
8,048 



1881.. 
1882.. 
1883., 
3884.. 
1886.. 
1886., 
1887., 
1888.. 



881 
380 
786 
3,680 
879 

8,8a 

1,888 



864 
18,218 
8,898 
8.807 
11,717 
8.819 
9,842 
8,078 
17,900 
86,007 
86,816 



40 

182 

078 

1,062 

772 

8.484 

8.307 

4,662 

6.800 

11,160 

6,886 

10,116 

16.667 

16,087 

8,680 

1,880 



Toiia. 



48,881 



168,076 



88,488 



8.141 

1,671 

684 

12.486 

16,818 

881 

7.848 

8,676 

4.087 

1,946 

8.610 

16,687 

18,601 

16,678 

28,207 

9,004 

080,148 

680,866 

«88,076 

448,289 

• 89.998 

46,148 



887,071 



• Xsteined in Unitad States (estimste). 
8.1.8,000 = 28,866. •+ 8,000=88,8781. 



«^ 8,080 >-4«,a88. 



0.1.8,000=48,000. 



During the past four years, say from 1886 to 1888, about 3,000 Bering 
Sea and Victoria skins have been annually dressed and dyed in the 
United States, and must be added to the above. 

The large number of dry skins sold in 1871-72 doubtless consisted in 
part of the stock of tiie Bussian- American Company taken before the 
cession of the Territory, and held in their warehouse at Sitka. 

Adding to the above grand total .* • •••• 887.071 

SkinBdxeaMd in the Unitad states, aaabora stated 12,000 

849,071 
And dedncting those from the Rnsoiaa-Ameriean Company's stock of 1867. . 24, 000 

Makes total kBling in the waters of the North Paoiflo and Bering 8e% fKm 

1868 to 1880 826,071 

That this number should be considerably more than doubled to rep- 
resent the total illegitimate destruction of seal life has been so frequently 
repeated and so thoroughly proved as to need no further proof or 
demonstration. 

It is worthy of note that of the aboye 325,071 skins, 203,865 have 
been taken within the last six years in constantly increasing numbers, 
except during the year 1888 following the seizures and repression of 
1887. 



Sylria Handy. San Jose. Lottie. Caroline. 

AnieJ.Alger. lily L. Hary Deleo. Adele (German). 

J. O. Swan. MoUle Adams. 0.8. Fowler. Marie de las Crases(f) 

Venture. Bessie Beater. City of San Diego. Alexander. 

Henry Dennis* ChaUsofa. Adonia. Wehater. 
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Decrwue in size of Prihilof Island seal akins, 1886^1889, 
[Cmnpiled by Mr. Alfred Fraser, of Messrs. C. M. Lampson & Co., of Londofn.1 
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Averace 
weight. 



1885. 



1886. 



I 



1887. 



1888. 



1889. 



Large middlings. 

Middlings 

Middlings and smalls . . . 

Smalls 

Laige pups 

Milling pups 

Small pups 

Extra small pups 

Extra extra small pups. 



Lbi. oz. 
19 
16 
12 

9 

8 

7 

6 

5 

4 



1, 
5, 
20, 
34, 
25. 
10, 
1, 



133 
1,173 
4,875 
13, 318 
28,578 
30, 910 
17,046 
3.857 



2,254 
8,960 
28,178 
36,591 
24,814 
4,426 



2 

177 

2,318 

9,298 

18,305 

36,669 

29,239 

8,962 



220 
2,138 
7,020 
11,040 
26,476 
33,858 
18,728 
521 



Total. 



99,376 



99,880 99,938 



99,970 



99,987 



The lessees of the seal islands have been nnable daring the last three 
years to secure the most desirable sizes of skins, owing to diminished 
number of seals, the result of illicit killing by marauders. 

The decrease in the size of skins taken by lessees is in proportion to 
fhe increase of numbers caught by the marauders. 



LOSS OF FEMALE SEALS. 

British and American testimony, 

[Extract f^om letter of Sir George Baden-PoweU, published in the London Times Kovember 30, 1889.] 

As a matter of fact the Canadian sealers take very few, if any, seals 
close to the islands. Their main catch is made far out at sea, and is 
almost entirely composed of females. (Case of the United States, 
p. 200, and Senate Ex. Doc. Ko. 66, Fifty-second Congress, first session, 
p. 96.) 

[Extract from letter of Sear- Admiral Hotham, of the British navy, to Admiralty.] 

Wabspite, at Esquimau^ September lOy 1890. 
I have to request you will bring to the notice of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Admiralty this letter with reference to my telegram of the 
8th instant. 

I personally saw the masters of the sealing schooners named below, 
and obtained from them the information here reported : Capt. C. Cox, 
schooner Sapphire; Captain Petit, schooner Mary Taylor; Captain 
Hackett, schooner Annie Seymour; Capt. W. Cox, schooner Triumph. 
• •##••• 

They also mentioned that two- thirds of their catch consisted of female 
seals, but tiiat after the 1st of July very few indeed were captured "in 
pup," and that when sealing outside the Bering Sea, round the coast, 
on the way up (where this year the heaviest catches were made), they 
acknowledged that the seals "in pup'^ were frequently captured. 
(Extract from Vol. Ill, Appendix to Case of Great Britain, cited in 
tJnited States, No. 1, 1891, p. 17.) 

There were killed this year so far from 40,000 to 60,000 frir seals, 
which have been taken by schooners from San Francisco and Victoria. 
The greater number were killed in Bering Sea, and were nearly all cows 
or female seals. This enormous catch, with the increase which will 
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take place when the vessels fitting up every year are ready, will, I am 
afraid, soon deplete our fur-seal fishery, and it is a great pity such a 
valuable industry could not in some way be protected. (Extract from 
reports of the department of fisheries of Canada, 1886. by Thomas 
Mowat, inspector of fisheries for British Columbia, p. 268. Cited in 
British Case, Appendix, Vol. Ill, p. 173; United States l^o. 1890.) 

The minority of our hunters contend that there are over 7 per cent 
of pups in the entire catch of fur seals on the coast, while in Bering 
Sea the catch does not exceed 1 per cent. But they can not deny the 
fact that 60 per cent of the entire catch of Bering Sea is made up of 
female seals. (Extract from reports of the department of fisheries, 
Canada, 1888, p. 241, by Thomas Mowat, inspector of fisheries for Brit- 
ish Columbia. Cited in United States Case, p. 201.) 

Niel Bonde, of Victoria, sealer. (Case of United States, Appendix, 
Vol. IL p. 316.) 

Bonde has been out four years on sealing schooners from Victoria, 
namely, from 1887 to 1890, inclusive. He says: 

The seals oaasht along the coast after the Ist of April were mostly pregnant females, 
and those caaffht in Bering Sea were females that had given birth to their yonng. 
I often noticed the milk flowing out of their breasts when being skinned and have 
seen live paps cut ont of their mothers and live around on the decks for a week. 

Gross-examination by the British Government (see British Counter 
Case, Vol. II, p. 94): 

That on each of said vessels [namely, the four he had served on] I have had more 
or less to do with skinning the seals, and would say that about 60 per cent on the 
coast were females and about 5C per cent in Bering Sea. I distinguished the male 
skin from the female by the absence of teats. 

Christ Clausen, of Victoria, master mariner (Case of United States, 
Appendix, Vol. II, p. 319) : 

Acted as mate in 1889. Was ntfvigator on schooner Minnie in 1890. 

My catch that year was 2,600, of which about 2,000 were caught in Bering Sea. 

Acted as navigator on same vessel in 1891. 

The seals we catch along the coast are nearly all pregnant females. It is seldom 
we capture an old boll, and what males we get are usually young ones. I have fire- 
quently seen cow seals cut open and the unborn pups cut out of them, and they 
would live for several days. This is a freq^uent occurrence. It is my experience that 
fdllv 85 per cent of the seals I took in Bering Sea were females that had given birth 
to their pups, and their teats would be full of milk. I have caught seals of this 
kind from 100 to 150 miles away from the Pribilof Islands. 

E. M. Greenleaf, of Victoria, master mariner (Case of the United 
States, Appendix, Vol. II, p. 324): 

Since then (1882) I have been Interested in the sealing business, and am well 
acquainted with it and the men engaged in it and the methods employed. I am 
acquainted with the hunters and masters who sail from this port, and board aU 
incoming and outgoinjB^ vessels of that class. These men all acknowledge that nearly 
aU the seals taken on the Pacific Coast are females, and that they are nearly all with 
young. 

« * • « • • • 

I have also learned by conversation with Bering Sea hunters that they kill seal 
eows 20 to 200 miles from the breeding grounds and that these cows had recently 
given birth to young. I have observed In the skins that the size of the teats show 
either an advanced state of pregnancy or of recent delivery of young. 

Arthur 6rif&n,of Victoria, sealer (Case of United States, Appendix. 
Vol. II, p. 325): 
He went sealing in 1890. 

Began sealing off the northern coast of California, following the sealing herd 
northward, capturing about 700 seals in the North Pacific Ocean, two-thirds of which 
were females with pups ; the balance were young seals, both male and female. We 
entered Bering Sea July 13 through Unimak Pass and captured between 900 and 
lyOOO seals therein, most of which were females in milk. 
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Of the following year^ he says: 

We captured between 900 and 1,000 on the coast, most all of which were fenuJes 
with pups. We entered the sea July 12 through Unimak Pass and captured about 800 
seals in those waters, about 90 per cent of which were females in milk from 20 to 100 
miles from the rookeries. 

James Harrison, of Yietoria, sealer (Oase of the United States, 
Appendix, Vol. II, p. 326) : 

We commenced sealing right off the coast; went as far south as the Califortda 
Coast, and then hunted north to the west coast of Vancouver Islands. Caught 600 
skins during the season ; almost all of them were pregnant females. Out of 100 seals 
taken about 90 per cent would be females with young pups in them. I can't tell a male 
from a female while in the water at a distance. On an ayerage, I think the hunters 
will save about one out of three that they kUl, but they wound manv more that 
escape and die afterwards. We entered Bering Sea about the 1st of June, and 
caught about 200 seals in those waters. They were mostly mothers that had giyen 
birth to their young and were around the fishing banks feeding. The hunters used 
shotguns and rifles. In Bering Sea we killed both males and females, bat I do not 
know the proportion of one to the other. 

James Hayward, of Victoria, sealer (Oase of the United States, 
Appendix, Vol. II, p. 327) : 

He went out sealing in 1887, 1888, 1890, and 1891. His vessels 
appear to have made large catches. He makes the following statement : 

Most of the seals killed on the coast are pregnant females, while those we kiUedin 
Bering Sea after the 1st of July were females that had given birth to their young on 
the seal islands and come out into the sea to feed. Have caught them 150 miles off 
from the shore of the seal islands, and have skinned them when their breasts were 
full of milk. Seals travel and go a long way to feed. 

Alfred Dardean, of Victoria, sealer (Case of United States. Appen- 
dix, Vol. II, p. 322) : 
He went sealing in 1890. 

We caught over 900 skins before entering the sea and our whole catch that year 
was 2,159 skins. Of the seals that were caught off the coast fully 90 per cent out of 
every hundred had young pups in them. The boats would bring the seals kiUed on 
board the vessel and we would take the young pups out and skin them. If the pup 
is a good, nice one we would skin it and keep it for ourselves. I had 8 such skins 
myseu. Four out of five, if caught in May or June^ would be alive when we out 
them out of the mothers. One of them we kept for pretty near three weeks alive 
on deck by feeding it on condensed milk. One of the men finally killed it because 
it cried so pitifufly. We only got 3 seals with pups in them in Bering Sea. Most 
all of them were females and uskL given birth to their young on the islands^ and the 
milk would run out of the teats on the deck when we would skin them. We caught 
female seals in milk more than 100 miles off the Pribilof Islands. 

Morris Moss« farrier, and vice-president Sealers' Association of Vic- 
toria (Oase of (Jnited States, Appendix, Vol. II, p. 341) : 
He has boufifht from 10,000 to 20,000 seal skins per annnm. 

I believe the migority of seals captured by white hunters in Bering Sea are females 
in search of food. 

J. Johnson, of Victoria, sealer and sailing master (Case of the United 
States, Appendix, Vol. II, p. 331): 

Has spent six years of his life sealing, and been captain of fonr dif- 
ferent schooners. 

A large majority of the seals taken on the coast are cows with pup. A few young 
males are taken, the a^es ranging from 1 to 5 years. Once in a while an old buU S 
taken in the North Pacific Ocean. I use no discrimination in killing seals, but kill 
everything that comes near the boat in the shape of a seal. The m%joritv of the 
seals kiUed in Bering Sea are females. I have killed female seals 75 miles m>m tbe 
islands that were fiul of milk. 



Digitized by 



Google 



g: 



168 ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 

Victor JacobsoD, of Victoria, sealer (Case of the United States, 
Appendix, Vol. II, p. 328) : 

He is a British subject. Has been engaged in sealing for eleven years, 
ten years as a master. He is now master and owner of schooner Mary 
Ellen and owner of schooner Minnis, 

The female seals so through the passes from the Pacific Ocean into Bering Sea 
between June 25 and July 15. Females killed previoas to this time I foand with 
pup, but none with pups after that latter date. I have killed female seals taken by 
me that three in five are females and nearly all with pup. 

Cross-examination by the British Government (See British Counter 
Case, Appendix, Vol. II, p. 83) : 

My experience has been that about three ont of five seals taken on the coast are 
females^ and about the same in Bering Sea. 

Edwin p. Porter, of Victoria, sealer (Case of the United States, 
Appendix, Vol. II, p. 346): 

My experience in four years' sealing is that nearly all the seals taken along the 
coast are pregnant females, and it is seldom that one of them is caught that haa not 
a young pup in her. In the fore part of the season the pup is Hmall, but in May and 
June, when they are taken off the Queen Charlotte and Kodiak islands, the unborn 
up is quite large, and we frequently take them ont of the mothers alive. I have 
ept some of them alive for six weeks, that were cut out of their mothers, by feeding 
them condensed milk. The seals we capture in fiering Sea were fully 80 per cent 
females that had given birth to their young. A fact that I often noticed was that 
their teats would be full of milk when I skinned them, and I have seen them killed 
from 20 to 100 miles from the seal islands. 

Charles Peterson, of Victoria, sealer (Case of the United States, 
Appendix, Vol. II, p. 345): 

We entered Bering Sea about the 15th of August, through the Unimak Pass, and 
captured therein 1,404 seals, most of which were cows in milk. On that voyage we 
caught female seals in milk over 80 miles from the rookeries where they had left 
their young. I have seon the deck almost flooded with milk while we were skinning 
the seals. Ninety per cent of all the seals we captured in the water were female 
seals. 

Robert H. McManns, of Victoria, joornalist (Case of the United 
States, Appendix, Vol. II, p. 337) : 

Tuesday, August 2.5, rain in morning. Boats and canoe ont at half past 9 o'clock: 
out all day (returning to dinner). Result: First boat, 2 seals reported; wounded 
and lost 5; seals said to be shy and wary, and not so numerous as formerly; atten- 
tion called to cow seal being skinned (wnich I had taken for a youn^ buU). The 
snow-white milk running down blood-stained deck was a sickening sight. Indian 
canoe, 1 senl. Total, 3 seals, 2 mediums, and 1 cow. 

Wednesday, August 26, cloudy morning. Seals floating round schooner. Boats 
and canoe out all day. Result: First boat, 1 seal ; second Doat, none ; Indian canoe. 
10 seals ; total, 11 seals ; 8 cows in milk and 3 medium. Skipper in first boat blamed 
the powder. Second boat said it was too heavy and clumsy for the work. Skipper 
reported having wounded and lost 7, and the men in second boat 9 — 16 in all. 
Skipper said seals not so numerous as formerly^ more shy; also blamed the powder. 
Evidently a great deal of shooting and very few seals to correspond. 

Saturday, August 29, ship's cook brought down from deck a large cow seal at 40 
yards rise. Boats and canoe out all day. Fine, clear, balmy weather. Akutan Island 
in sight. Result: First boat, 3 seals; second boat, 3 seals; cook, from deck, 1; 
Indian canoe, 10; total catch, 17 seals, greater proportion cows in milk. Horrid 
sight ; could not stay the ordeal out till all were flayed. A large number reported 
i\H wounded and lost. According to appearances, slaughter and indiscriminate. 

Sunday, August 80. Result of hunt: First boat, 2 seals; second boat, 1; Indian 
canoe, 7; total, 10 seals, 7 of which were cows in milk. Several, as usual, reported 
wounded and lost by the boats. The great superiority of the Indian spear evident. 

The British commissioners, in their report, express the following 
views with regard to pelagic sealing, which views should be specially 
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noted in connection with the foregoing descriptions of how gravid 
norsing females are killed: 

633. By the pelagic sealers and by Indian hunters along the coast, for seals of both 
sexes are killed, and, indeed, it would be unreasonable, under the circumstances^ to 
expect" that a distinction should be made in this respect, any more than that the 
angler should discriminate between the sexes of the fish he may hook. 

610. The accusation of butchery laid against those who take the seals on shore 
can not be brought against this pelagic method of killing the seal, which is reaUy 
hunting as distinguished from slaughter, and in which the animal has what may be 
described as a fair chance for its life. 

Capt. C. L. Hooper, of the United States revenue marine (United 
States Counter Case, p. 214) : 

Captain Hooper made extensive official investigations in regard to 
seal life on the Pribilof Islands, in Bering Sea, and the North Pacific 
Ocean in 1891 and 1892. In the course of these investigations he cap- 
tured, between July 24 and August 31, 1892, 41 seals in Bering Sea, 
He made no efforts to secure large numbers or all that he saw. The 41 
seals were composed of the following classes: Old males, 1; young 
males, 11; nursing cows, 22; virgin cows, 7. He says: 

Since leaving San Francisco on March 9 the Corwin has steamed 16,200 miles, and 
8,713 miles since the date of my reporting for daty, as part of the Bering Sea fleet. 
Of this distance, 5,567 miles were steamed in Bering Sea. 

I And in general, as one of the results of my investigations, that more than two- 
thirds of the seals taken are now having young or capable of bearing them at no 
distant day ; that it is impossible to discriminate as to age or sex of seals while in 
the water, except in the case of young pups and old bulls; that even under the most 
favorable conditions a large percentage is lost bv sinking or wounding; and that by 
reason of the tameness of the nursing cows, which form the larger part of the seals 
sent, pelagic hunting in Bering Sea is peculiarly destructive and unless stopped will 
wholly exterminate the already greatly depleted herds. 

I do not believe that it is possible to indicate any zonal limit in Bering Sea beyond 
which pelagic sealing could be carried on and at the same time preserve the seals 
from complete annihilation. Further, I wish to renew a statement contained in a 
former report made to the Secretary of the Treasury, that^ unless supplemented with 
protection in the Paoiflo Ocean, no amount of protection m Bering Sea will preserve 
the herds. 

Oapt. L. G. Shepard^ United States revenue marine (Case of the 
United States, Appendix, Vol. II, p. 187) : 

I am 45 years of a^e, a resident of Washington, D. C, and am captain in the United 
States Revenue-Manne Service, chief of division revenue marine. Treasury Depart- 
ment. In command of the revenue steamer Buskj I made three cruises to Bering Sea 
in the years 1887, 1888, and 1889 for the purpose of enforcing existing law for protec- 
tion of seal life in Alaska and the waters thereof. I hereby append to and make a 
part of this affidavit a table, marked A, giving the names of the vessels seized by me 
m Bering Sea while violating the law of the United States in relation to the taking 
of fur-bearing animals. 

I examined the skins taken from sealing vessels seized in 1887 and 1889, over 12,000 
skins, and of these at least two-thirds or three-fourths were the skins of females. 
Of the females taken in the Pacific Ocean, and early in the season in Bering Sea, 
nearly aU are heavy with ^oung, and the death of the female necessarily causes the 
death of the unborn pup seal : lu fact, I have seen on nearly every vessel seized the 
X)elt8 of unborn pups which had been taken from their mothers. Of the females 
taken in Bering Sea nearly all are in milk, and I have seen the milk come from the 
carcasses of dead females lying on the decks of sealing vessels which were more 
than 100 miles from the Pribilof Islands. From this fact, and from the further fact 
that I have seen seals in the water over 150 miles from the islands during the sum- 
mer, I am convinced that tbe female, after giving birth to her young on the rookeries, 
^oes at least 150 miles, in many cases, from the islands in search of food. It is 
impossible to distinguish a male from a female seal in the water, except in the case 
of a very old bull, when his size distinguishes him Therefore, open-sea sealing is 
entirely indiscriminate as to sex or age. 
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Oapt. Daniel McLane (Oase of the United States, Appendix, YoL 
n,p.443): 

Captain McLane has been engaged in pelagic sealing for eleven years 
as master of vessels and deposes in part as follows: 

Q. Of what sex are the seals taken bv yon, or usually killed by bunting vessels in 
the North Pacific and Bering Seat — A. Females. 

J. What percentage of them are oowsf Suppose you catch 100 seals, how many 
es woula yon have among them f— A. About 10. 

Q. What percentage of the cows taken are with pupf — A. The females are mostly 
all with pup ; that is, up until the Ist of July. 

Q. Have you noticed any decrease in the quantity of animals in the last few 
years f— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To what do you attribute the cause f — A. Killing off the females. 

Q. If sealing continues as heretofore, is there any danger of exterminating them f — 
A. Yes, sir ; they will all be exterminated in three years, and there will to no more 
sealing. 

Q. Do you think it is absolutely necessary to protect the cows in the Bering Seal — 
A, Yes, sir. 

James Kieman, of San Francisco, sealing captain (Oase of the 
United States, Appendix, Vol. 11^ p. 449) : 

My experience has been that the sex of the seals usually killed by hunters employed 
on vessels under my command, both in the ocean and Bering Sea, were cows. I 
should say that not less than 80 per cent of those caught each year were of that sex. 
I have observed that those killed in the North Pacific were mostly female carrying 
their young, and were generally caught while asleep on the water, while those taken 
in the Bering Sea were nearly M mother seals in milk, that had left their young and 
were in search of food. 

« • • • • • « 

The mother does not leave the rookery in search of food until she has dropped her 
young and become pregnant agaiu, hence when she has been slain H means the loss 
of three, as the young pup will unquestionably die for lack of sustenance. 

Michael White, of San Francisco, sealing captain (Oase of the 
United States, Appendix, Vol. II, p. 489) : 

I am 50 years of age. I reside at East Oakland. My occupation is master mariner, 
and I have been so engaged for twenty -seven years, on and on. I have been engaged 
in seal hunting during the years 1885, 1887, 1888, and 1889 in the North Pacific and 
Bering Sea. I first went out in 1885 in the schooner City of San Diego, chartered by 
myself and others, and my catch for that year was between 2,300 and 2,400 seals. 
Of that number about 1,900 were caught in Bering Sea. There were but very few ves- 
sels seahng at that time. In 1886 1 was master of the schooner Teresej sail in g from San 
Francisco on the 2d day of February, and commenced capturing seals on the coast 
of California, and followe<l them from that date nortih into Bering Sea. We caught 
them from 5 to 60 miles off the coast. I entered Bering Sea on the 6th day of June, 
1886, and previous to that time had canght about 880 seals. Then I sealed in Ber- 
ing Sea from that time to the 28th of. August ; caught about 2,200 more, the whole 
catch being 3,000 for the vear. 

In 1887 I was master of the schooner Lottie FairchUdf sailing from San Francisco 
on or about the 17th day of March, and worked northward to Bering Sea, and cap- 
tured 883 seals. I then entered Beriuff Sea about the 6th of July, cruising there 
until the 29th day of August, and took 2,517 seals more, the whole catch being 3,400 
for the year. 

In 1888 I took the schooner Undaunted on a fishing and sealing voyage, leavins 
here on or about the 20th of March, and cruised in the North Pacific up to the island 
of Kodiak, capturing 400 seals up to the 7th day of June. I did not enter Bering 
Sea that year. I did the same in 1889. my trip being the same as in 1888, and my 
capture of seals was about the same. I then quit sealing, and I am now engaged in 
trading with the Qilbert and Marshall islands in the South Pacific Sea. 

In my captures off the coast between here and Sitka 90 per cent of my catch were 
females, but off the coast of Unimak Pass there was a somewhat smaller percentage 
of females, and nearly all the females were cows heavy with pup, and, in some 
instances, the period of gestation was so near at hand that I have frequently taken 
the live pup from the mother's womb. 

I never paid any particular attention as to the exact number of or proportion of 
each sex killed in Bering Sea, but I do know that the larger portion of tnem were 
females and were mothers giving milk. I have never hunted within 15 miles of the 
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Pribilof Islands, bnt I have often killed seals in milk at distances of not less than 100 
to 200 miles from these islands. From mv knowledge and experience in the business 
it is my oonviction that within the last few years, since the sealers have become so 
numerous in the Pacific and Bering Sea, that not more than one out of three is 
secured. Our purpose and practice was to take all seals we could get, regardless of 
their age or sex, -mthout any discrimination whatever. 

M. A. Healy: 

My own observation and the information obtained from seal hunters convince me 
that fully 90 per cent of the seals found swimming in Bering Sea during the 
breeding season are females in search of food, and the slaughter results in the 
destruction of her young by starvation. I firmly believe that the fur-seal industry 
at the Pribilof Islands can be saved from destruction only by a total prohibition 
against killing seals, not only in the waters of Bering Sea, but also during their 
annual immigration northward in the Pacific Ocean. 

This conclusion is based upon the well-known fact that the mother seals are 
slaughtered by the thousands in the North Pacific while on their way to the islands 
to jgive birth to their young, and extinction must necessarily^ come to any species of 
animal where the female is continually hunted and killed during the period required 
for gestation and rearing of her yonn^. As now practiced, there is no respito to the 
female seal from the relentless pursuit of the seal huntors, for the schooners close 
their season with the departure of the seals from the northern sea and then return 
home, refit immediately, and start out upon a new voviu^e in February or March, 
commencing upon the coast of California, Oregon, and Washington, following the 
seals northward as the season advances into Bering Sea. 

Oaptain Ooulson says: 

In company with Special Agent Murray, Captain Hooper, and Engineer Brerton, 
of the CortPin, I visited the Reef and Garbotoh rookeries, St. Paul Island, in August, 
1891, and saw one of the most pitiable sights that I have ever witnessed. Thousands 
of dead and dying pups were scattored over the rookeries, while the shores were 
lined with emaciated, nungry little fellows, with their eyes turned toward the sea^ 
uttoring plaintive cries for their mothers, which were destined never to return. 
Numbers of them were opened, their stomachs examined, and the f%ct revealed that 
starvation was the cause of death, no organic disease being apparent. 

The great number of seals taken by huntors in 1891 was to the westward and north- 
westward of St. Paul Island, and the largest number of dead were found that year in 
rookeries situated on the west side of the island. This fact alone goes a great way, 
in my opinion, to confirm the theory that the loss of the mothers was the cause of 
mortal!^ among the young. 

After the mother seals have given birth to their voung on the islands they go to 
the wator to feed and bathe, and I have observed them, not only around the isumd, 
but from 80 to 100 miles out at sea. 

In different years the feeding gronnds or the location where the greater number of 
seals are taken by poachers seem to differ ; in other words, the seals frequently change 
feeding grounds. For instant, in 1887 the greatest number of seals were taken by 
poachers between Unimak and Akntanpasses and the seal islands, and to the south- 
westward of St. George Island. In 188^the oatohing was largely done to the sonth- 
:97ard and eastward, in many cases from 50 to 150 miles distant from the seal islands. 
In the season of 1890, to the southward and westward, also to northwest and north- 
east of the islands, showing that the seals have been scattored. The season of 1891. 
the greatest number were token to northward and westward of St. Paul, and at 
various distances from 25 to 150 miles away. 

Mr. Bedpath : 

The Alaskan fiir seal is a native of the Pribilof Islands^ and, unless prevented, will 
return to those islands every year with the regularity of the seasons. All the pecul- 
iarities of natore that surround the Pribilof group of islands, such as low and even 
tomperature, fog, mist, and perpetually clouded sky, seem to indicate their fitness and 
adaptability as a home for the Alaskan fur seal; and^ with an instinct bordering on 
reason, they have selected these lonely and barren islands as the choicest spoto of 
earth upon which to assemble and dwell together during their six months' stoy on 
land; and annually they journey across thousands of miles of ocean and pass hun- 
dreds of islands, without pause or rest, until they come to the place of their birth. 
And it is a well-establisheo fact that upon no other land in the world do the Alaskan 
frir seal haul out of water. 

J. 0. Bedpath says: 

No cow will nurse any pnp but her own, and I have often watohed the pnps 
attempt to suck cows, but tney were always driven off, and this £EU)t convinces me 
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that the cow leco^izes her own pnp hut that the pnp does not know its dam. At 
birth, and for several weeks after, the pnp is utterly helpless and entirely dependent 
upon its dam for sustenance, and should anything prevent her return during this 
period, it dies ou the rookery. This has been demonstrated beyond a doubt since 
the sealing vessels have operated largely in Bering Sea during the months of July, 
August, and September, and which, killing the cows at the feeding grounds, left tne 
pups to die on the islands. 

At about 5 weeks old the pups begin to run about and congregate in bunches or 
''pods," and at 6 to 8 weeks old they go into the shallow water and gradually learn 
to swim. They are not amphibious when born, nor can they swim for several weeks 
thereafter, and were they put into the water would perish beyond a doubt, as has 
been well established by the drowning of pups caught by the surf in stormy weather. 
After learning to swim the pups still draw sustenance from the cows, and I have 
noticed at the annual killing of pups for food in November that their stomachs were 
always full of milk and nothing else, although the cows had left the islands some 
days before. I have no knowledge of the pups obtaining sustenance of any kind 
except that furnished by the cows, nor have I ever seen anything but milk in a dead 
pup's stomach. 

Karp Buterin says: 

Schooners kill oows, pups die, and seals are gone. Some men tell me last year,* 
''Karp, seals are sick.'' I know seals are not sick; I never seen a sick seal, and I 
eat seal meat every day of my life. No big seals die unless we club them ; only pups 
die for food after the cows are shot at sea. When we used to kill pups for lood m 
November, they were always full of milk ; the pups that die on the rookeries have no 
milk. The cows go into the sea to feed after the pups are born, and the schooner 
men shoot them all the time. 

Captain Carthcut says: 

About 80 per cent of the seals I caught in Bering Sea were mothers in milk, and 
were feeding around the fishing banks lust north of the Aleutian Islands^ and I got 
most of my seals from 50 to 250 miles from the seal islands. I don't think I ever 
sealed within 25 miles of the Pribilof Islands. They are very tame after giving 
birth to their young, and are easily approached by the hunters. When the females 
leave the islands to feed, they will go very fast to the fishing banks, and after they 

fet their food they will go to slee]) on the waters. That is the hunter's great chance, 
think we secure more m proportion to the number killed than we did in the North 
Pacific. I hunted with shotgun and rifle, but mostly with shotgun. Seals were not 
nearly as numerous in 1887 as they were in 1877, and it is my belief that the decrease 
in numbers is due to the hunting and killing of female seals in the water. I do not 
think it possible for seals to exist for any length of time if the present slaughter 
continues. The killing of the female means death to her bom or unborn pup, and it 
is not reasonable to expect that this immense drain on the herds can be continued 
without a ver^r rapid decrease in their numbers, and which practically means exter- 
mination within a very few years. 

Christ Clausen says: 

The Indian hunters, when they use spears, saved nearly every one they struck. 
It is my observation and experience that an Indian or a white hunter, unless very 
expert, will kill and destroy many times more than he will save if he uses firearms. 
It IS our object to take them when asleep on the water, and any attempt to capture 
a breaching seal generally ends in failure. The seals we catch along the coast are 
nearly all pregnant females. It is seldom we capture an old bull, and what males 
we get are usually young ones. I have fre<]|uently seen cow seals cut open and unborn 
pups cut ont of thein, and they would live for several days. This is a frequent 
occurrence. It is my experience that fully 85 per cent of the seals I took in Bering 
Sea were females and had given birth to their pups, and their teats would be full of 
milk. I have caught seals of this kind 100 to 150 miles from Pribilof Islands. It is 
my opinion that spears should be used in hunting seals, and if they are to be kept 
from extermination the shotgun should be discarded. 

George Dishow says : 

I use a shotgun exclusively for taking seals. Old hunters lose but very few seals, 
but beginners lose a great many. I use the Parker shotgun. A large proportion of 
all seals taken are females with pup. I never examined them as to sex. But very 
few old bulls are taken, only five being taken out of a total of 900 seals taken by my 
schooner. Use no discrimination in killing seal, but shoot everything that comes 
near the boat in the shape of a seal. Hunters shoot seal in the most exposed part of 
the body. Have never known any pups to be bom in the water, nor on the land on 
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the coast of Alaska anywhere oatside of the Pribilof Islands. Have never known 
far seal to haul np on the land anywhere on the coast except on the Pribilof Islands. 
Most of the seals taken in Bering 8ea are females. Have taken them 70 miles from 
the islands that were fall of milk. I think a closed season should be established for 
breeding seal ft^m January 1 to August 15 in the North Pacific Ocean and Bering 
Sea. 

George Fairchild says : 

Most of them were cows, nearly all of which had pups in them. We took some of 
the pups alive out of the bodies of the females. We entered Bering Sea May 25, 
and we got 704 seals in there, the greater quantity of which were females with their 
breasts full o^milk, a fact which I know by reason of having seen the milk flow on 
the deck when they were being skinned. We had five boats on board, each boat 
having a hunter, boat puller, and steerer. We used shotguns and rifles. We got 
one out of every five or six that we killed or wounded. We wounded a great many 
that we did not get. We caught them from 10 to 50 miles off the seal islands. 

Norman Hodgson says : 

I do not think it possible for fur seals to breed or copulate in water at sea, and 
never saw nor heard of the action taking place on a batch of floating kelp. I have 
never seen a youn^ fur-seal pup of the same season's birth in the water at sea nor 
on a patch of floating kelp, and, in fact, never knew of their being bom anywhere 
save on a rookeiy . I have, however, cut open a gravid cow and taken the young 
one from its mother's womb alive and crying. I oo not believe it possible for a fur 
seal to be successfully raised unless bom and nursed on a rookery. I have seen fur 
seals resting on patches of floating kelp at sea, but do not believe they ever haul up 
for breeding purposes anywhere except on rookeries. 

Captain Tanner, lieutenant-commander in the United States Navy, 
makes a deposition which is eotitled to particular consideration. The 
following is a short extract: 

Seals killed in Bering Sea after the birth of pups are largely mother seals, and the 
farther they are found from the islands the greater the percentage will be. The rea- 
son for this seeming paradox is very simple. The young males, having no family 
responsibilities, can afford to hunt nearer home, where food can be found if sufficient 
time is devoted to the search. The mother does not leave her young except when 
necessity compels her to seek food for its sustenance. She can not afford to waste 
time on feeding grounds already occupied by younger and more active feeders, hence 
she makes the oest of her way to richer fields farther away, gorges herself with food, 
then seeks rest and a quiet nap on the surface. Under these circumstances she sleeps 
soundly, and becomes an easy victim to the watchful hunter. 

A double waste occurs when the mother seal is kiUed, as the pups wiU surely 
starve to death. A mother seal will give sustenance to no pup but her own. I saw 
sad evidences of this waste on St. Paul last season, where large numbers of pups 
were lying about the rookeries, where they had died of starvation. 

Deosease OP Seals, 

EXCESSIVE KILLING THE ADMITTED CAUSE. 

We find that since the Alaska purchase a marked diminution in the 
number of seals on and habitually resorting to the Pribilof Islands has 
taken place; that it has been cumulative in effect, and that it is the 
result of excessive killing by man. (Joint report of United States and 
British Bering Sea commissioners.) 

PELAGIC SEALING THE SOLE CAUSE. 

Opinions of American commissioners. 

Having answered the first of the two queries relating to conditions 
of seal life at the present time, the second becomes important. It is: 
Has the decrease in number been confined to any particular class of 
seals, or is it most notable in auy class or classes? In answer to this, 
it is our opinion that the diminution in numbers began and continues 
to be most notable in female seals. ( Report of American commissioners.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



174 ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 

As a matter of iActy there is sufficient evidence to convince ns that 
by far the greater part of the seals taken at sea are females; indeed, 
we have yet to meet with any evidence to the contrary. The state- 
ments of those who have had occasion to examine the catch of pelagic 
sealers might be quoted to almost any extent to the effect that at least 
80 x>er cent of the seals thus taken are females. On one occasion we 
examined a pile of skins picked out at random, and which we have 
every reason to believe was a part of a pelagic catch, and found them 
nearly all females. When the sealers themselves are not influenced by 
the feeling that they are testifying against their own in^rests, they 
^ve similar testimony. The master of the sealing schooner J. G. Swan 
declared that in the catch of 1890, when he secured several hundred 
seals, the proportion of females to males was about four to one, and on 
one occasion in a lot of 00 seals, as a matter of curiosity, he counted the 
number of females with young, finding 47. (Report of American com- 
missioners.) 

The decrease in the number of seals is the result of the evil effects 
of pelagic sealing. (Report of American commissioners.) 

Opinion of Br. AUen. 

From the foregoing summary it is evident that the decline in the 
number of the kUlable seals at the Pribilof rookeries and the immense 
decrease in the total number of seals on the Pribilof Islands are not 
due to any change in the management of the seal herd at the islands, 
but to the direct and unquestionably deleterious effects of pelagic sesd- 
ing. At the islands the killing is regulated with reference to the num- 
ber of killable seals on the rookeries, the designated quota is limited 
to nonbreeding young males, and every seal killed is utilized. The 
killing, as thus regulated, does not impair the productiveness of the 
rookeries. In pel^c sealing the slaughter is indiscriminate and unlim- 
ited, and a large proportion of the seals killed are lost The catch also 
consists almost wholly of breeding females, which at the time of cap- 
ture are either heavy with young or have young on the rookeries 
depending upon them for sustenance. Thus two or more seals are 
destroyed to every one utilized, and nearly all are drawn from the class 
on which the very existence of the seal herd depends. (Article by Dr. 
J. A. AUen.) 

Opinioni of experts. 

I have always taken a great interest in the sealing industry and felt 
a great desire to have them protected from destruction, and I say with- 
out hesitation that the great decrease in the number now annually 
arriving at the seal islands is due entirely to the killing of female seals 
by pelagic sealers. (George Adams.) 

From my general knowledge of natural history, from my study of the 
habits of seals, as well as from the opportunities I have had to acquaint 
myself with the sources of destruction which are at work, I firmly 
believe that pelagic sealing would not only account for the diminution 
of the seal herd, but if continued the seals will inevitably be commer- 
cially destroyed. (A. B. Alexander.) 

I believe there has been a great decrease of seals on the islands 
since I left there, and this is no doubt due to pelagic sealing. (James 
Armstrong.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 175 

My people wondered why this was so, and no one oonld tell until we 
learned that hunters in schooners were shooting and destroying them 
in the sea. Then we knew what the trouble was, for we knew the seals 
they killed and destroyed mast be cows, for most all the males remain 
on or near the islands nntil they go away in the fall or fore part of the 
winter. We also noticed dead pups on the rookeries that had been 
starved to death. If they had not killed the seals in the sea there 
would be as many on the rookeries as there was ten years ago. There 
was not more than one fourth as many seals in 1891 as there was in 1880. 
We understand the danger there is in the seals being all killed off and 
that we will have no way of earning our living. There is not one of us 
but what believes if they had not killed them off by shooting them in 
the water there would be as many seals on the islands now as there was 
in 1880, and we could go on forever taking 100,000 seals on the two 
islands; but if they get less as fast as they have in the last five or six 
years there will be none left in a little while. (Kerrick Artomanoff.) 

Upon examining the Bering Sea catch for 1891, as based upon the 
records of the Victoria custom-house, I ascertained that nearly 30,000 
seals had been taken by the British fleet alone in Bering Sea during 
the summer of 1891. When there is added to this the catch of the 
American vessels, the dead pups upon the rookeries, and allowances 
made for those that are killed and not recovered, we have a catch which 
will not only nearly reach in numbers the quota of male seals allowed to 
be taken upon the islands in years gone by, but we have a catch in the 
securing of which destruction has fi^len most heavily upon the produc- 
ing females. This is borne out by a further fact. The young bachelor 
seals can lie idly on the hauling grounds and through the peculiarities 
of their physical economy sustain life with a small supply of food, but 
the cows must range the ocean in search of nourishment that they may 
meet the demands made upon them by their young. That seals go a 
great distance from the islands I know from personal observation, for 
we saw them 120 miles to the northward of the island on the way to 
Nunival. That the females outnumber the males ten to one is well 
known, otherwise the hauling ground would present such an array of 
killable seals that there would be no necessi^ for the Government to 
suspend the annual quota. It inevitably follows that the females are 
the cla-ss most preyed upon in Bering Sea. Ko class of animals which 
bring forth but a single offspring annually can long sustain itself 
against the destruction of the producers. As a result of my investiga- 
tion I believe that the destruction of females was carried to the point, 
in about 1885, where the birth rate could not keep up the necessary 
supply of mothers, and that the equilibrium being once destroyed and 
the drain upon the producing class increasing from year to year from 
that date, the present depleted condition of the rookeries has resulted 
directly therefrom. (J. Stanley-Brown.) 

When we first noticed that the seals on the rookeries were not so 
many as they used to be, we did not know what was wrong, but by and 
by we found that plenty of schooners came into the sea and shot seals, 
and we often found bcdlets and shot in seals when we were skinning 
them. And then we found plenty of dead pups on the rookeries, more 
and more every year, until last year (1891), when there were so many the 
rookeries were covered with them, and when the doctor (Akerly) opened 
some of them there was no milk or food in their stomachs. Then we 
all knew the cows had been shot when they went into the sea to feed, 
and the pups died because they had nothing to eat. Plenty of schooners 
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came first about eight or nine years ago, and more and more every year 
since, and the seals get less and less ever since schooners came; and 
my people kept saying '^No cows," '^No cows." First the cows get less 
and then the bachelors get less, and the company agent he says '*kill 
smaller seals," and we kill some whose skins weigh only 4^ pounds, 
instead of 7 pounds, same as they always got. Then we could not get 
enough of seals and at last we could hardly get enough for meat. 
Schooners kill cows, pups die, and seals are gone. (Karp Buterin.) 

The cause of this decrease I believe to be due to the promiscuous 
killing of the seals by hunters in the open sea and the disturbance 
caused by their presence in destroying the mother seals and scattering 
the herds. (James H. Douglass.) 

I know of no other cause for the decrease than that of the killing of 
the cows at sea by the pelagic hunters, which I believe must be pro- 
hibited if the Alaskan fur seal is to be saved from total destruction. 
(C. L. Fowler.) 

In my opinion pelagic sealing is the cause of redriving on the islands, 
the depletion of the rookeries, and promises to soon make the Alaska 
fur-seal herd a thing of the past. If continued as it is to-day, even if 
killing on the islands was absolutely forbidden, the herd will in a few 
years be exterminated. (Charles J. GrofP.) 

During my visit to the islands of St. Paul and St. George for the last 
twenty years I have carefully noticed that those islands were visited 
by great herds of fur seals during the breeding season, and that, 
although 100,000 male seals were taken annually at the islands by the 
lessees, no perceptible diminution in their numbers was noticeable until 
within the past few years, when the killing of seals in the open sea on 
the part of fishing vessels became prevalent, since which time there 
has been a very perceptible diminution in the number of seals seen in 
the water of Bering Sea and hauling grounds on the islands. This 
decrease has become alarmingly sudden in the last three or four years, 
due, I believe, to the ruthless and indiscriminate methods of destruc- 
tion employed by vessels in taking female seals in the open sea. (Capt. 
M. A. Heaiey.) 

I made the conditions of seal life a careful study for years, and I am 
firmly of the opinion their decrease in number on the Pribilof Islands 
is due wholly and entirely to hunting and killing them in the open sea. 
(W. S. Hereford.) 

When in 1886 we all saw the decrease of seals upon the hauliug 
grounds and rookeries, we asked each other what was the cause of it, 
but when we learned that white men were shooting seals in the water 
with guns we knew what was the matter; we knew that if they killed 
seals in the water that they must be nearly all females that were going 
out to feed, for the males stay on the islands until they get ready to go 
away in the fall or winter. It was among the cows we Sr&t noticed the 
decrease, and as we never kill the cows on the islands, we knew they 
must be killing them in the water. ( Aggei Kushen.) 

There can be no question, in my opinion, about the ultimate result to 
the rookeries of marine sealing. If it is continued as it has been for 
the last two or three years, the seals will be so nearly wiped out of exist- 
ence in a short time as to leave nothing to quarrel about, and an article 
of commerce that has afforded a vast amount of comfort and satisfac- 
tion to a large class of wearers and a large income to both American 
and British merchants will be a thing of the past. (Isaac Liebes.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 177 

I am couyinced that the decrease in the rookeries was caused entirely 
by open-sea sealing. (Abial P. Loud.) 

There were no destructive agencies at work upon the island that 
would not have left the rookeries in better condition in 1890 than they 
were in 1870. Until the effects of the true agent of destruction began 
to be manifest there was an excess of male life on the islands sufficient 
to permit of an annual catc^h of 100,000 seals for an indefinite period 
without jeopardizing the rookeries. If it be remembered that the seals 
taken in the waters by hunters are chiefly females, that their young 
die with them, and that all of those killed are not secured, and if then 
an examination be made of the pelagic skins actually sold during the 
past twenty years, the real source of the depletion of the rookeries will 
be found. In my judgment such depletion was caused by pelagic seal- 
ing, and that it grew greater from year to year, as the number of 
so-called poaching schooners increased, and that its effects began to 
manifest themselves about 1885 or 1886. The depletion on both haul- 
ing and breeding grounds is accounted for by the fact that the catch 
of said sealers consists of at least 85 per cent cows. Said cows, when 
taken in the ^Nforth Pacific, are in the majority of cases with pups, and 
in Bering Sea are so-called milking females. Whenever a milking cow 
is killed, her pup on the rookeries dies of starvation. In support of 
this fact last stated, the number of dead pups during the last four years 
I was upon the islands increased annually. The effect of the compara- 
tively few raids upon the rookeries themselves, while injurious, bear 
but a small ratio to the enormous damage done by the pelagic hunting. 
Those in charge of the islands did not, when the decrease on the rook- 
eries commenced, know exclusively the cause thereof. My opinion then 
was that it was caused by pelagic sealing, but I had been informed 
and believed that the United States Government intended to seize all 
such poaching vessels. Eelying upon such information I authorized 
the taking of seals as before. The proper protection of seal life was 
not fully carried out in Bering Sea and the North Pacific by reason of 
England's interference, and the rookeries were thus depleted. (11. H. 
Mclntyre.) 

From statements made by personal acquaintances and friends, I 
became aware of a rapid decrease in seal life in Alaska, and reports of 
pelagic sealing, as made public through the press, combined with pre- 
vious personal affairs as existing prior to 1882, leaves no possible doubt 
as to the cause of such decrease of seals. Pelagic sealing as practiced 
prior to the year 1882 had no apparent effect upon seal life, and even 
when to this was added the taking of a definite number year after year 
under lease from the United States Government, there was still a con- 
stant increase of seals observed. I am, therefore, fully confirmed in 
the belief that the decrease in their numbers is due solely to the indis- 
criminate killing at sea of all ages, regardless of sex, as practiced since 
1884. (H. W. Mclntyre.) 

The seals have rapidly decreased since sealing vessels a])peared, but 
before the inroads of these seal hunters there was no trouble in obtain- 
ing the full quota of the best grades of skins, as the herds previous to 
that time had been noticeably increasing. (John Malowansky.) 

Q. To what do you attribute the decrease in the number of seals on 
the rookeries t — A. To the great number of cows killed by poachers, 
and consequently less pups are born on the rookeries. 

Q. How do you know that cows have been killed by poachers? — A. 
1 have handled and seen a great number of skins captured by the rev- 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 12 
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eiiue cutters fipom the poaching vessels, and there were very few male 
skins among them; also have seen among them a great number of 
unborn pups. Twice upon the rookeries I have seen cows killed and 
left there by the poachers. (AntiOn Melovedoff.) 

I know of no other explanation than this : The cows are shot and 
killed when tht'y go into the sea to feed and the pups die on the rook- 
eries. This, I think, is the true solution of the vexed question, "What 
has become of the seals?'' (Anton Melovedoff.) 

Since 1883, however, there is said to have occurred a very material 
diminution of the seal life on the Pribilof Islands, due, as it is claimed, 
to a large and indiscriminate slaughter of these animals in the waters 
of Bering Sea and the Pacific Ocean. The cause assigned tbr this loss 
is undoubtedly the true one. If no other proof were forthcoming in 
relation to it, the large display of dead pups on the rookeries would in 
itself furnish all the evidence required. Such diminution could not, 
in my opinion, be the result of the yearly slaughter of skins. . It is 
shown that an appreciable expansion of the rookeries took place after 
twelve or fourteen years of such slaughter, and I think this fact 
conclusively demonstrates that the number of seals which the law per- 
mitted to be killed each year was not greater than the known ox)ndi- 
tions of the seal's life would safely warrant. (J. M. Morton.) 

From the experience gained, and observations made, during three 
killing seasons; from the information gleaned irom men who have 
devoted their lives to the practical side of the seal question, and fr(»m 
the books and reports in the Government offices on the islands, I am 
able to say that, in my opinion, there is only one great cause of the de- 
crease of the fur seal, and that is the killing of the females by pelagic 
hunting. (Joseph Murray.) 

I believe this decrease is owing to the large number of vessels engaged 
in hunting the fur seal at sea, and the indiscriminate methods employed 
by these sealing vessels in taking skins. (Arthur ^Nfewman.) 

The practice of pelagic seal hunting was followed by the Northwest 
Coast Indians ft'om their earliest history, but amounted to so little as 
to be inappreciable on the islands. Even after white hunters engaged 
in it in a limited way our losses ftom this source were attributed to the 
marine enemies of the seals, and was so far overcome by the good man- 
agement of the islands as to permit the growth of the herd to continue 
so long as it was limited to a few vessels aud confined to the vicinity of 
the Oregon, Washington, and British Columbian coasts. But even 
before any considerable slaughter had taken place in the waters of 
Bering Sea, as early as 1882, it was noticed that the rookeries had 
stopped expanding, though they were treated in every way as they 
always had been. An examination of the London Catalogue of seal-skin 
sales shows that the "Victoria catch" already aggregatc'd a very con- 
siderable number of skins, and now brings home the conviction that 
pelagic sealing, when confined almost wholly to the Pacific, is still a 
very dangerous enemy of seal life on the islands. After 1886 the force 
of pelagic hunters was greatly augmented, and became more and more 
aggressive, until they appeared in alarming numbers in Bering Sea in 
18& and 1885. In 1887 we were forced to commence taking smaller 
skins in order to obtain our quota and preserve enough breeding bulls. 
In 1888 they were still smaller, while in 1889 more than half of them 
were such anS we would not have killed in former years ; and we called the 
attention of the Treasury Department to the evident diminution of seal 
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Ufe^ and recommended that fewer seals be killed in fature. There can 
be no question as to the cause of the diminution. It is the direct result 
of pelagic sealing, and the same destruction, if continued a few years 
longer, will entirely dissipate any commercial value in the rookeries, if 
it does not, indeed, annihilate them. (Oustave Niebaum.) 

In my opinion the solution of the problem is plain. It is the shotgun 
and the rifle of the pelagic hunter which are so destructive to the cow 
seals as they go backward and forward to the fishing banks to supply 
the waste caused by giving nourishment to their young. At this time 
they are destroyed by thousands, and their young of but a few weeks 
old must necessarily die of starvation, tor nature has provided no other 
means of subsistence for them at this time of life. (L. A. Noyes.) 

Q. How do you account for it? — ^A. By the numbers, principally 
females, that are killed in the waters by marauders. (J. G. Bedpath.) 

I saw no diminution of seal life during my tliree years on tbe island. 
The outlines of the rookeries remained just about the same from year 
to year. I was told at the time that there had formerly been a large 
increase, and did not then understand why it did not continue, as every 
condition seemed favorable for it. There were, apparently, an abun- 
dance of bulls for service; every cow seemed to have a pup, and all 
were healthy and in good condition. Ko females were killed, and in the 
natural order of growth there ought to have been at this time a con- 
stantly increasing area covered with breeding rookeries. Yet such was 
not the case. The explanation of the matter came later, when we fairly 
awoke to the fact that our animals were being slaughtered by tens of 
thousands in the North Pacific. I knew in a commercial way from our 
sales catalogue that a very large number of '^Victoria skins," as they 
were called, were being sent to market, and that this number grew con- 
stantly larger; but I did not then know, as 1 now do, that each skin 
sold represented a waste of two or three and perhaps even four or five 
seals to obtain it. Nor was any attention given to the now well-known 
fact that these animals were a part of our herd as wrongfully stolen 
from us, I believe, as my cattle would be if driven in and appropriated 
from the highway when lawfully feeding. (Leon Sloss.) 

Since my residence on the Pribilof Islands I have kept a very carefril 
watch of the progress of the events there, and have interviewed a great 
many connected with tbe seal industry. I am of the conviction that 
the reported decrease in seal life on these islands can be attributed to 
no other cause save pelagic sealing. While I was located at St. George 
Island in 1881 pelagic sealing was then and previous to that time had 
been of very little consequence, having very slight effect upon seal life. 
Not more than four or five vessels were engaged in pelagic sealing in 
1881 in the waters of Bering Sea, and prior to that time a still fewer 
number were so engaged. But since 1881 this industry has grown yearly 
until now about a hundred vessels are destroying the seals in great 
numbers, and, as I am informed and believe, the great ms^ority of those 
killed are females. Then, too, large numbers are killed in this way 
which are never recovered nor reported. (W. B. Taylor.) 

Scarcity of seal can be attributed to no other cause than i>elagic 
hunting and the indiscriminate shooting of seals in the open sea, both 
in the North Pacific and Bering Sea. (John G. Tolman.) 

I am sure the decrease is caused by the killing of female seals in the 
open sea, and that if their destruction by the indiscriminate killing in 
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the open sea is permitted to continne it will only be a very short time 
until the herd is destroyed. (Charles T. Wagner.) 

I have no doabt that it is caused by the killing of female seals in the 
water, and, if continued, will certainly end in their extermination. 
(M. L. Washburn.) 

I am convinced that if open-sea sealing had never been indulged in 
to the extent it has since 1885, or perhaps a year or two earlier, 100,000 
male skins could have been taken annually forever from the PribUof 
Islands without decreasing the seal herd below its normal size and con- 
dition. The cause of the decrease which has taken place can be 
accounted for only by open-sea sealing; for^ until that means of destruc- 
tion to seal life grew to be of such proportions as to alarm those inter- 
ested in the seals, the seal herd increased, and since that time the 
decrease of the number of seals has been proportionate to the increase 
in the number of those* engaged in open-sea sealing. From 1884 to 
1891 1 saw their numbers decline, under the same careful management, 
until in the latter year there was not more than one-fourth of their 
numbers coming to the islands. In my judgment there is but one cause 
for that decline and the present condition of the rookeries, and that 
is the shotgun and rifle of the pelagic hunter, and it is my opinion 
that if the lessees had not taken a seal on the islands for the last 
ten years we would still And the breeding grounds in about the same 
condition as they are to-day, so destructive to seal life are the methods 
adopted by these hunters. (Daniel Webster.) 

Deponent, by reason of his experience in the business, his observa- 
tion, conversations with those physically engaged in catching and curing 
skins, and the custody of herds on the islands, feels justified in express- 
ing the opinion that the numbers of the seal herds have, since the 
introduction of the open-sea sealing on a large scale, suffered serious 
diminution. The killing of large numbers of females heavy with young 
can not, in deponent's knowledge, but have that eftect. (0. A. WilUams.) 

I made careful inquiry of the people on the islands, both native and 
whit«, and of those who were or had been employed as masters or mates 
on sealing vessels, and others interested one way or another in the cap- 
ture of fur seals for food or for profit, and failed to find any of them but 
who admitted that the number of seals in Bering Sea was much less 
now than a few years since, and nearly all of them gave it as their 
opinion that the decrease in number was due to pelagic hunting, or, as 
they more frequently expressed it, the killing of females in the water. 
(W. H. Williams.) 

DEGSEASE OF THE ALASKAN SEAL HERD. 

After 1882 they seemed to stay about the same, as far as the number 
of breeders was concerned, as long as I was there. (John Armstrong.) 

I ascertained by questioning those who had years of continuous expe- 
rience with the seals that up to the year 1882 there was an annual expan- 
sion of the boundaries of the breeding grounds; that this was followed 
by a period of stagnation, which in turn was followed by a marked 
decadence from about 1885-86 down to the present time. (J. Stanley- 
Brown.) 

I am unable to state whether the seals increased or not during my 
residence on St. Paul, but they certainly did not decrease, except, per- 
haps, there was a slight decrease in 1884. In all my conversations with 
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the natives— which were« of coarse, a great many— they never spoke of 
the seals being on the decrease, as they certainly would have done if 
such had been the case. (H. A. Olidden.) 

While on St. Paul I do not think the number of seals increased, and 
in the last year (1884) I think there was a slight decrease. (J. H. 
Moulton.) 

Upon the Oommander Islands, as I have already said, the increase 
in seal life was constant for many years, but in 1890 we noticed a 
decided disturbance in the rookeries and a considerable decrease in 
their population. This we subsequently attributed, when the facts 
were ascertained, to pelagic sealing in the adjacent waters. (Gustavo 
Niebaum.) 

I noticed during this period no perceptible increase in the breeding 
rookeries on St George. (B. F. Scribner, Treasury agent) 

ON PBIBILOF ISLANDS. 

In 1882 there was no scarcity of killable seals. The men drove up as 
many every day as they could handle, and those selected for killing 
comprised only the choicest ones. (W. 0. Allis.) 

There seemed to be also a large surplus of full-grown bulls for rook- 
ery service, and enough escaped from the slaughter ground to keep the 
number good as the old ones passed the age of usefulness. I do not 
believe the condition of the rookeries nor the manner of driving and 
killing the seals at this time could have been improved. It was perfect 
in every respect, and the lessees, employees, and natives, as well as the 
seals, all appeared to be and were, I believe^ contented and happy. In 
1886 the conditions had somewhat changed. The natives complained 
that big seals were growing scarcer; that there were many dead pups 
on the rookeries, and the superintendent intimated to me that he did 
not like the outlook as compared with a few years previous, and said 
he thought either the number killed or the size of the animals taken 
for their skins would have to be reduced of killable seals, and the 
work went on as during my first year (1882) in the service. But the 
trouble of which they complained grew more serious in the following 
years, and I think it was in 1888 the superintendent told the bosses 
they must kill less large seals and more ^< yellow bellies," or 2-year-old8. 
In 1889 a very large proportion of the catch was made up of this class. 
It was then perfectly apparent to everybody, myself included, that the 
rookeries were ^^ going to the bad" and that a smaUer number must 
inevitably be kill^ the following year. (W. 0. AUis.) 

The aggregate size of the areas formerly occupied is at least four 
times as great as that of the present rookeries. (Beport of American 
Bering Sea commissioners.) 

I have noticed a great decrease in the numbers of the fdr seals since 
1887, both on the rookeries of St. Paul Island, which are much shrunken 
in the area covered by seals, and in the waters of the Pacific and Bering 
Sea. On the rookeries, ground formerly hauled over by seals is now 
grown up with a scattering of recent gi'owth. (0. H. Anderson.) 

The skins taken prior to 1886 weighed from 6 to 10 pounds each, 
averaging about 8 pounds per skin; but I understand from those who 
remained there on duty that much smaller ones were afterwards taken, 
because the large seals had become scarce and were needed for rookery 
service. (John Armstrong.) 
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From 1870 to 1884 the seals were swarming on the hanling grounds 
and the rookeries, and for many years they spread out more and more. 
All of a sndden, in 1884, we noticed there was not so many seals, and 
theyhayebeendecreasingveryrapidlyeversince. (KerrickArtomanoff.) 

There are not nearly as many seals on the coast as there were two or 
three years ago. (Johnny Baronovitch.) 

There are certain physical as well as historical sources of information 
upon the island from which the relation of the present to the past con- 
dition of the rookeries can be very clearly made out. 

(1) Not only upon, but immediately to the rear of, the area at present 
occupied by the breeding seals occur firagments of basalt whose angles 
have been rounded and polished by the flippers of seals. Among these 
latter rocks grass is found growing to an extent proportionate to their 
distances from the present breeding grounds, and iiirther, the soil 
shows no recent disturbance by the seals. This rounding of the bowl- 
ders of the abandoned areas was not due to the impingement of sand 
driven by the wind. No geologist would be willing to risk his reputa- 
tion by asserting that this rounding came from any such agency. The 
distinction between the result of sand-blast action and seals' flippers 
is very marked. 

(2) A careftil examination among the roots of the grass will often 
show the former presence of seal by the peculiar appearance of the soil, 
due to the excrementa of the seal and the occurrence of a thin mat of 
seal hair. The attention of Dr. Gtoorge M. Dawson was called, to such 
a felt of hair upon the summit of Hutchinson Hill, and both he and 
Dr. O. Hart Merriam collected specimens of it from among the grass 
roots at that locality. 

(3) At the rear of the rookeries there is usually an area of mixed 
vegetation — an area the boundary of which is sharply defined, and 
between which and the present breeding grounds occurs a zone of 
grass of only a single variety. In the immediate vicinity of the pres- 
ent breeding grounds only scanty bunches are to be seen. Tlfese 
gradually coalesce as the line of mixed vegetation is approached. The 
explanation of this is that the seals were formerly so abundant as to 
destroy the normal mixed vegetation at the rear of the breeding 
grounds, and that the decrease of the seals has been followed by the 
encroachment of the uniform varietv of grass. 

(4) The statements made to me by competent observers who have 
lived upon the islands for years all agree that the shrinkage in the 
breeding area has been rapid during the past five or six years. 

After observing the habits of seals for a season, I unhesitatingly 
assert that to satisfactorily account for the disturbance to vegetable 
life over areas whose extent is visible even to the most careless and 
prejudiced of observers, would require the presence of from two to three 
times the amount of seal life which is now to be found upon the islands. 
That there has been enormous decrease in the seals there can be no ques- 
tion. (J. Stanley-Brown.) 

Have observed carefrilly the areas occupied by the seals on the rook- 
eries and hauling-out grounds, especially at Northeast Point and the 
Beef, on St. Paul Island, in 1884, 1885, 1886, and 1891, and on both rook- 
eries the areas formerly occupied by seals have greatly decreased, so 
much so that at first appearance it seemed, in 1891, as if the hauling- 
out grounds had been entirely deserted. Subsequent examination dis- 
closed the fact that this was not strictly true, there still being a small 
number of male seals left on the grounds. Have also observed thattiba 
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Boals are mnoh more scattered on the breeding rookeries than in former 
years (1884, 1885, 1886) ; also that the number of seals in the water has 
proportionately decreased, and that they have grown very much more 
shy and difficult to approach. Without presuming to be absolutely cor- 
rect^ would estimate the number of seals present at St. Paul Island 
during the year 1891 to about 10 per cent of the number there in former 
years of observation— 1884, 1885, 1886. (John 0. Cantwell.) 

I did not notice any falling off in the size of the rookeries from the 
landmarks to which they came when I first saw them during the first 
two years I was on the island^ and all agreed, in discussing the matter, 
that the seals had nevei* been more numerous than they were; but in 
the following years, and particularly in 1888 and 1889, no other opinion 
was heard than that the animals had greatly diminished, and in this 
opinion I fidly coincided. (Henry N. Clark.) 

During the seasons of 1890 and 1891, 1 was in command of the revenue 
cutter Bushy in Bering Sea, and cruised extensively in those waters 
around the seal islands and the Aleutian group. In the season of 1890 
I visited the islands of St. Paul and St. George, in the months of July, 
August, and September, and had ample and frequent opportunities of 
observing the seal life as compared with 1870. I was astonished at the 
reduced numbers of seals and the extent of bare ground on the rookeries 
once teeming with seal life. In 1890 the Korth American Commercial 
Company were unable to kill seals of suitable size to make their quota 
of 60,000 allowed by their lease, and in my opinion, had they been per- 
mitted to take 50,000 in 1891, they could not have secured that number 
if they had killed every bachelor seal with a merchantable skin on both 
islands, so great was the diminution in the number of animals found 
there. (W. C. Coulson.) 

I arrived with my command at St. Paul Island June 7, 1891. At that 
date very few seals had arrived, and but a small number had been killed 
for fresh food. On the 12th of June, 1891, we were at St. George Island 
and found a few seals had been taken there, also for food, the number 
of seals arriving not being enough to warrant the killing of any great 
number. During that year I was at and around both these islands 
every month from and including June until the 1st day of December 
(excepting October)^ and at no time were there as many seals in sight 
as in 1890. I assert this from actual observation, and it is my opinion 
we will find less this year. (W. C. Coulson.) 

During my annual cruising in Bering Sea and to and from the Pribilof 
Islands I have carefully noted the number and appearance of seals in 
the water and on the breeding rookeries from the deck of my vessel, and 
have also repeatedly visited the hauling grounds from year to year, and 
it was about 1884 and 1885 that bare spots began to appear on the rook- 
eries, so much so that myself and the other officers often spoke of it 
and discussed the causes therefor. The decrease in number of seals 
both on the Pribilof Islands and in the waters of Bering Sea and North 
Pacific has been very rapid since 1885, especially so in the last three or 
four years, and it is my opinion that there is not now more than one- 
third of the number of seals in these waters and on the islands that 
there were ten years ago. (Leander Cox.) 

During my last visits to the islands I observed a very marked diminu- 
tion in the number of seals thereon as contrasted with the herd on the 
rookeries five or six years previously. I am familiar with the area and 
topography of the various rookeries on the islands, and have observed 
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tbat spaces formerly occupied by seal herds are now vacant and parts 
of tbem covered with grass. This dimiimtion was particularly notice- 
able in 1887 and 1888, the last two years' visit to the islands. (James 
H. Douglas.) 

For many years prior to 1890 I have observed the rookeries from my 
ship and also from the islands. The first decrease in the number 
appearing on the rookeries and in the surrounding sea that I particu 
larly noticed was in the summer of 1884, and it has become more marked 
from year to year since. For the last three or four years their disap- 
pearance has been very marked. In October, 1890, 1 made a trip from 
Unalaska to St. Michaels. When about 20 miles south of St. George 
we commenced to watch for seals passing the Zapadnie rookery close 
inshore along the west end of St. George Island to Otter Island and 
Seal Island rock; thence to Northeast Point, about a mile and a half 
offshore. When we started, I requested the oflBcers to keep a sharp 
lookout and to report if they saw any seals in the water. I was on 
deck most of the time myself also, and we only saw two seals in the 
whole run; whereas ten years ago, when on a similar voyage, seals were 
so plentiful that it was impossible to count them. From my long obser- 
vation I do not think there are as many seals by two-thirds now annu- 
ally arriving on the islands or in those waters as there were ten years 
ago, when I first commenced to notice that they were decreasing. By 
this statement I mean to say that only one-third as many are now to be 
seen as formerly. (M. 0. Erskine.) 

Seals have decreased in numbers very rapidly in the last few years, 
and to anyone who saw the breeding rookeries as I did in 1880 the 
change is most wonderful. (0. L. Fowler.) 

It was on the breeding rookeries and among the cows that I first 
began to notice the decrease in seal life, and I do not think there were 
more than one-iburth as many cows on the breeding rookeries in 1891 
as were there in 1887. (G. L. Fowler.) 

I have been a resident of the seal islands for the past ten years; for- 
merly assistant agent of the Alaska Commercial Company, now agent 
of the North American Company, and during that time was engaged 
in the taking of seals. I have listened to the testimony of J. C. Ked- 
path, as above, and fully concur in all that he has said concerning seal 
life, with the exception that the number of seals on the islands this 
season are, in my judgment, not more than one-fourth of what they 
were in 1887. (0. L. Fowler.) 

In those days (from 1869 to 1882 or 1883) we used to get plenty of 
seals on the Zoltoi eands near the Reef rookery, and now there are 
none there. It wa« in 1884 that I first noticed a decrease in the seals, 
and it has been a steady and a very rapid decrease ever since 1886, so 
that at present there are not one-fourth as many seals on the island as 
there was every year from 1869 to 1883. (John Fratis.) 

In 1889 I made carefril observations of the rookeries on St. Paul 
Island and marked out the areas covered by the breeding grounds; in 
1890 I examined these lines made by me the former year, and found a 
very great shrinkage in the spaces covered by breeding seals. In 1889 
it was quite difficult for the lessees to obtain their full quota of 100,000 
skins; so difficult was it in fact, that in order to turn off a sufficient 
number of 4 and 5 years old males from the hauling grounds for breed- 
ing purposes in the fiiture, the lessees were compelled to take about 
50,000 skius of seals of 1 or 2 years of age. I at once reported this 
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fftct to the Secretary of the Treasury, and advised the takiug of a less 
nmnber of skins the following year. Pursuant to such rei>ort the Gov- 
ernment fixed the number to be taken as 60,000, and further ordered 
that all killing of seals upon the islands should stop after the 20th day 
of July. I was forther ordered to notify the natives upon the Aleutian 
Islands that all killing of seals while coming from or going to the seal 
islands was prohibited. These rules and regulations went into effect 
in 1890, and pursuant thereto I posted notices for the natives at various 
points along the Aleutian chain, and saw that the orders in relation to 
the time of killing and number allowed to be killed were executed upon 
the islands. As a result of the enforcement of these regulations, the 
lessees were unable to take more than 21,238 seals of the killable age 
of from 1 to 5 years during the season of 1890, so great had been the 
decrease of seal life in one year, and it would have been impossible to 
obtain 60,000 skins even if the time had been unrestricted. (Oharles 
J. Goff.) 

The Table A, appended to this affidavit, shows how great has been 
tho decrease on St. Paul Island's hauling grounds, bearing in mind the 
fact that the driving and killing were done by the same persons as in 
former years, and were as diligently carried on, the weather being as 
favorable as in 1889 for seal driving. I believe that the sole causes of 
the decrease is pelagic sealing, which, from reliable information, I under- 
stand to have increased greatly since 1884 or 1885. Another fact I 
have gained from reliable sources is that the great majority of the seals 
taken in the open sea are pregnant females or females in milk. It is 
an unquestionable fact that the killing of these females destroys the 
pups they are carrying or nursing. The result is, that this destruction 
of pups takes about equally from the male and female increase of the 
herd, and when so many male pups are killed in this manner, besides 
the 100,000 taken on the islands, it necessarily affects the number of 
killable seals. In 1889 this drain upon male seal life showed itself on the 
islands, and this, in my opinion, accounts for the necessity of the lessees 
taking so many young seals that year to fill out their quota. As soon 
as the effects of pelagic sealing were noticed by me upon the islands 
I reported the same, and the Government at once took steps to limit 
the killing upon the islands, so that the rookeries might have an oppor- 
tunity to increase their numbers to their former condition ; but it will 
be impossible to repair the depletion if pelagic sealing continues. I 
have no doubt, as I reported^ that the taking of 100,000 skins in 1889 
affected the male life on the islands and cut into the reserve of male 
seals necessary to preserve annually for breeding purposes in the 
future, but this fact did not become evident until it was too late to 
repair the fault that year. Except for the numbers destroyed by pelagic 
sealing in the years previous to 1889 the hauling grounds would not 
have been so depleted, and the taking of 100,000 male seals would not 
have impaired the reserve for breeding purposes or diminished to any 
extent the seal life on the Pribilof Islands. Even in this diminished 
state of the rookeries in 1889 I carefully observed that in the majority 
of cases the 4 and 5 year old males were allowed to drop out of a 
" drive" before the bachelors had been driven any distance from the 
hauling grounds. These seals were let go for the sole purpose of sup- 
plying sufficient friture breeders. (Charles J. Goff.) 

I believe there has been a great decrease in the numbers of the fur- 
seal species. I do not believe that there are now one-tenth as many 
fiir seals frequenting the Pribilof Islands as there were ten years ago. 
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Nine or ten years ago, when lying off the Pribilof Islands in the fall, 
the young seals used to play in the water about the vessels in large 
numbers; in going to the westward in the month of May many seals 
were always to be seen between TTnalaska and the Four Mountain islands. 
In midsummer, when making passages between Unalaska and the Pri- 
bilof Islands, used to see large bodies of fur seals feeding; they were 
invariably to be met with most numerously about 60 miles northwest 
true fix>m Unalaska, and from there up to and from the feeding grounds. 
When last I visited the rookeries, three years ago, in 1889, I noticed a 
great shrinkage in the area covered by seals on the rookeries. (Charles 
J. Hague.) 

In 1886 and 1887 there appeared to be enough seals, and the men were 
kept pretty steadily at work after the first few days of the season until 
the catch was completed. Good-sized skins were taken in these years, 
and there was no trouble in getting them, but large seals grew very 
scarce on the island in 1888, and still more so in the three following 
years. I am sure the size of the rookeries on St. Paul Island and the 
number of seals on them in 1891 were less than one-half their size and 
number in 1886. (Alex. Hansson.) 

Coincident with the increase of hunting seals in the sea there was an 
increase in the death rate of pup seals on the rookeries; also a per- 
ceptible diminution of female seals. As hunting increased it became 
self-evident, even to the most casual observer, that the rookeries were 
becoming devastated. It is positively a fact that there are not near as 
many seals occupying the rookeries now, at the present time, as there 
were when I first saw the islands. The vacant spaces on the breeding 
and hauling grounds have increased in size from year to year since 
1884, and have been very noticeable for the last four or five years. 
When I first went to the seal islands the seals were actually increasing 
in numbers instead of diminishing. Two facts presented themselves 
to me later on : First, seals were arriving each vear in diminished num- 
bers; second, at the same time that the female seals were decreasing 
in numbers the number of dead pups on the rookeries were increasing. 
The indiscriminate slaughter of seals in the water has so depict^ 
their number that the company is at present unable to get their quota 
of skins on the island as allowed per contract with the Government, 
and is restricted to such an insignificant number that it is not enough 
to supply food to the native population of the islands. It is an indis- 
putable fact that large x>ortions of the breeding rookeries and hauling 
grounds are bare, where but a few years ago nothing but the happy, 
noisy, and snarling seal families could be seen. • • • The driving 
rookeries also necessarily have suffered, as witness the difference in the 
catch, a drop from 100,000 to about 20,000 in 1890. (W. S. Hereford.) 

I have been employed on the seal islands since 1882, have resided 
upon them continuously for ten years, and have a x^ersonal knowledge 
of the seal life as it exists on the islands and in the waters surrounding 
them. There was less than one-third the number of seals on the islands 
last year than in 1882. The decrease in the number of seals coming to 
the islands was first noticed and talked about two or three years aiter 
I first came to live here; and since 1887 the decrease has been very 
rapid. A carefid inspection of the rookeries each returning season since 
1887 showed that the cows were getting less and less, although it vras 
a rare thing to find a cow seal that did not have a pup at her side. 
(Edward Hughes.) 
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Ten or twelye years airo the rookeries and 8ea were fall of seals, bnt 
now there are not a great many. We ased to kill 85,000 in less than 
two months' time on St Paul Island, and our people earned plenty of 
money to buy everything they wanted, and in the winter we killed 2,000 
or 3,000 male pups for food and clothing. Now we are not allowed to 
kill any more pups, and only 7,500 male seals for food, and the i>eople 
are very much worried to know what is to become of them and their 
children. (Jacob Kotchootten.) 

I remember the first time I noticed a decrease of seals on the rook- 
eries, about seven or eight years ago, and the seals have become fewer 
every year since. We used to kill 85,000 seals on St. Paul Island in 
less than sixty days' time until 1890, when they became so few we 
eould not take more than about one-fourth of that number in the same 
lengUi of time. (Nicoli Kmkoff.) 

All our people know the seals are getting scarcer every year, and we 
think it is because of the schooners coming in and shooting the cows 
in the sea. (Nicoli Erukoff.) 

About 1885 a decrease was observed, and that decrease has become 
more marked every year from 1885 to the present time. (Aggei Ku- 
shen.) 

There are not one-fourth as many seals now as there were in 1882, 
and our people are very much aLarmed to know what is to become of 
them after the seals are killed off. If the seals decrease as fast as they 
have during the past five or six years there will be none left in a very 
short time tor us to live upon. (Aggei Eushen.) 

During the time from 1885 to 1889 there was a very marked decrease 
in the size of the breeding grounds on St. Paul Island, and from 1887 to 
1889 I also noticed a great decrease in the areas covered by the rook- 
eries on St. George Island. ( Abial P. Loud.) 

In his report of 1886 and 1887 George B. Tingle, special Treasury 
agent in charge of the seal islands, reported having measured the rook- 
eries on the islands, and that the seals had largely increased in number, 
giving the increase at about 2,000,000. From this report I dissented at 
tiie timcL as I was unable to see any increase, but, on the contrary, a 
perceptiole decrease, in the rookeries. I expressed my views to many 
on the islands and all agreed that there had been no increase in the seal 
life. The measurements of the rookeries on which Mr. Tingle relied 
were made with a common rox>e by ignorant natives while the seals were 
absent from the islands, the grounds covered by them being designated 
by Mr. Tingle from memory. (Abial P. Load.) 

During the three years following 1882, namely, 1883, 1884, and 1885, 1 
was not upon the islands. Upon my return in 1886 I noticed a slight 
shrinkage in the breeding areas, but am unable to indicate the year of 
the period of my absence in which the decrease of breeding seals began. 
From the year 1886 to 1889, inclusive, my observation was continuous, 
and there was a greater decrease of the seals for each succeeding year 
of that period in a cumulative ratio, proportionate to the number of 
seals killed by the pelagic sealers. (H. H. Mclntyre.) 

In 1886 I again assumed personal direction of the work upon the 
islands, and continued in charge to and including 1889. And now, for 
the first time in my experience, there was difQculty in securing such 
skins as was wanted. (Die trouble was not particularly marked in 1886, 
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but increased from year to year to an alarming extent, nntil in 1889, in 
order to secure the fall quota and at the same time turn back to the 
rookeries such breeding bulls as they seemed to absolutely need, we 
were forced to take fully 50 per cent of animals under size, which ought 
to have been allowed one or two years more growth. Concerning this 
matter I reported to the Alaska Commercial Company, under date of 
July 16, 1889, as follows: *<The contrast between the present condition 
of seal life and that of the first decade of the lease is so marked that 
the most inexpert can not fail to notice it. Just when the change com- 
menced I am unable irom personal observation to say, for as you will 
remember I was in ill health and unable to visit the islands in 1883, 
1884, and 1885. I left the rookeries in 1882 in their fullest and best 
condition and found them in 1886 already showing slight falling off, and 
experienced that year for the first time some difficulty in securing just 
the class of animals in every case that we desired. We, however, 
obtained the ftdl catch in that and the two following years, finishing 
the work from the 24th to the 27th of July, but were obliged, particu- 
larly in 1888, to content ourselves with smaller skins than we had hereto- 
fore taken. This was in part due to the necessity of turning back to the 
rookeries many half grown bulls, owing to the notable scarcity of breed- 
ing males. I should have been glad to have ordered them killed instead, 
but under your instructions to see that the best interests were con- 
served, thought best to reject them. The result of killing from year to 
year a large and increasing number of small animals is very ap))arent. 
We are simply drawing in advance upon the stock that should be kept 
over for another year's growth.'' (H. H. Mclntyre.) 

Q. How does the number of seals on the rookeries this year compare 
with the number five years agof — A. The number now is about one- 
fourth of what they were then. (Noen Mandregin.) 

In 1887 I began to notice a diminution in the number of seals arriv- 
ing at the islands, which was due to the indiscriminate killing by sealing 
vessels in the open sea, some 50 or 60 miles distant. While we still 
obtain about the usual number of skins, many more are tak^n from the 
younger animals than formerly, and are somewhat inferior in quality. 
(John Malowansky.) 

From 1885, which was about the time the sealers appeared in the 
waters, the decrease in seal life was rapid, and the natives commenced 
saying "no females," "no females," until now we are confronted with 
depleted rookeries and probable extermination. (John Malowansky.) 

Q. Have you noticed any perceptible difference in the number of 
seals on rookeries from one year to another! — ^A. Yes. 

Q. About how much less is the number of seals during the past year 
than they were six years agof — ^A. The number of seals this year is 
about one-fourth of what they were six years ago, and about one-half 
of what they were last year. 

Q. In what way do you form your above opinion as to the relative 
number of seals on the rookeries! — A. By the fact that many spaces on 
the rookeries which were formerly crowded are now not occupied at all. 
(Anton Melovedoff.) 

About 1886 I noticed that the lines of former years were not filled 
with cows, and every succeeding year since then has shown a more 
marked decrease. In 1889 the bachelors were so few on the hauling 
grounds that the standard weight of skins was lowered to 5 pounds. 
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and hnndreds were taken at only 4 ponuds in order to fill the qaota of 
100,000. (A. Melovedoff.) 

Until the schooners came into Bering Sea the rookeries were always 
well filled, and many of them had grown steadily for years, when it 
was no uncommon thing for the lessees to take the quota of 85,000 
seals on St. Paul Island between June 1 and 20 of each year. After 
1884, when the original two or three sealing vessels had grown to be a 
well-organized fleet, we found a steady decrease of seals on all the 
rookeries, and we found it difBcult to secure the quota of skins, and in 
1889 the lessees had to lower the standard of weight lower than ever 
before in the history of the island. (Simeon Melovidov.) 

From the year 1874 till 1885 we were able to get from St. George and 
St. Paul islands 100,000 male seals within the period known as the 
sealing season of six weeks, from the 10th of June to the 1st of August, 
and still leave a large percentage of marketable seals. In 1885, and in 
every year thereafter until I left in 1887, there was a marked decrease 
in the number of marketable skins that could be obtained in each year 
during the sealing season. We were able, down to the last year (1887), 
to get our total catch of 100,000 seals, but in order to get that number 
we had to take what in previous years we would have rejected, namely, 
undersized skins, i. e., the skins of young seals. Prior to 1887 we had 
endeavored to take no skins weighing less than 8 pounds, but in order 
to make up our quota in the last-mentioned year we had to take skins 
weighing as little as 6^ pounds to the number of several thousands. 
(T. F. Morgan.) 

In the years 1885, 1886, and 1887 my attention was attracted not only 
to a diminution in the number of killable seals appearing on the island, 
but to a decrease in the females as welL Up to the year 1884 the breed- 
ing space in the rookeries had increased, and from that year down to 
1887, when I left the island, the acreage covered by the rookeries which 
were occupied by seals constantly diminished. (T. F. Morgan.) 

My attention was called to the decrease of seals and the depletion of 
the rookeries at an early date after my arrival. I attempted to study 
the habits and conditions and to note the numbers of seal on the sev- 
eral rookeries and hauling grounds. The natives and employees of the 
Alaska Commercial Company were unanimous in their opinion that the 
seal had been decreasing steadily and rapidly since 1884. I reported 
the fact to Agent Goff, who had found similar conditions existing on 
St. Paul, and he so reported to the Department, and suggested that 
not more than 60,000 seals should De taken in any one season in future. 
In pursuance of instructions from Agent Goff, I left St. George Island 
on the 19th of July, 1890, and landed on St. Paul Island on the 20th of 
the same month, and remained there until August, 1891. During the 
month of Jnly, 1890, 1 walked over the rookeries and hauling grounds 
of St. Paul Island, and Agent Goff pointed out to me the lines to which 
in former years the seals hauled, and the large areas which they cov- 
ered; and then he called my attention to the small strip covered by 
seals on that date, which was smaller than the year previous. Agent 
Goft* stopped the killing of seals by the lessees on and after the 20th of 
July, 1890, because of the depleted condition of the hauling grounds; 
and I fully concurred in his order and action. I spent the sealing season 
of 1891 on St. Paul Island, and pursuant to instructions of Agent Wil 
liams, I gave my time and special attention to the study of the condi- 
tion of the rookeries, both the breeding and hauling grounds. I visited 
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the rookeries daily from the 7th to the 22d of July — during the period 
when the rookeries are fullest and at their best — and I carefhUy noted 
their condition and the number of seals; the number of cows to the 
family, and the number of idle, vigorous bulls upon each rookery. 
(Joseph Murray.) 

Upon my first visit to the rookeries and hauling grounds of the island 
of St. Paul my attention was attracted to the evidences ot recent and 
remote occupancy by the seals. Marked differences were noticeable in 
the api)earance of vegetation on large areas formerly occupied as breed- 
ing and hauling grounds, while near the water's edge, more recently 
occupied, the ground was entirely bare of vegetation, enabling one to 
trace the gradual decrease of areas occupied during the last six to 
eight years. My examination of the rookeries on St. Paul and St. 
George during the years 1890, 1891, and 1892 euabled me to trace the 
yearly decreasing area occupied by the fur seals on these islands. 
Aside from the evidences of deserted rookeries and hauling grounds 
shown by native inhabitants of each island, the grounds occupied in 
former years were now deserted and grass grown. The silent witness 
of the deserted rookeries confirms the testimony of the resident agents 
of the lessees of the islands and of the native inhabitants that the 
number of seals began to decrease with the advent of pelagic sealing, 
and that the yearly decrease has been iu proxK)rtion with the yearly 
increase in the number of vessels engaged in that enterprise. (S. B. 
I^ettleton.) 

The decrease in the number of seals coming to the islands in the last 
three or four years became so manifest to everyone acquainted with the 
rookeries in earlier days that various theories have been advanced in 
an attempt to account for the cause of this sudden change, and the fol- 
lowing are some of them: (1) <<A dearth of bulls ux)on the breeding 
rookeries;'' (2) "Impotency of bulls caused by overdriving while they 
were young bachelors," and (3) << An epidemic among the seals." (L. 
A. Noyes.) 

Q. Have you noted any perceptible difference in the number of seals 
on the rookeries from one year to another! If so, what changes have 
you observed! — A. Within the last four or five years I have observed a 
decided decrease in the number of seals on the rookeries. 

Q. In what proiK)rtion have the seals decreased within the time men- 
tioned? — ^A. As far as my judgment goes, I should say at least one- 
half. (J. 0. Bedpath.) 

As the schooners increased the seals decreased, and the lines of con- 
traction on the rookeries were noticed to draw nearer and nearer to the 
beach, and the killable seals became fewer in numbers and harder to 
find. In 1886 the decrease was so plain that the natives and all the 
agents on the islands saw it and were startled, and theories of aU 
sorts were advanced in an attempt to account for a cause. (J. G. 
Bedpath.) 

I had no difficulty in getting the size and weight of skins as ordered, 
nor had my predecessors in the office, up to and including 1884. The 
casks in which we packed them for shipment were made by the same 
man for many years, and were always of uniform size. In 1885 these 
casks averaged about 47^ skins each, and in 1886 they averaged about 
50^ skins each, as shown by the records in our office. After this date 
the number increased, and in 1888 they averaged about 56^ skins per 
cask, and in 1889 averaged about 60 skins per cask. These latter were 
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not such skins as we wanted, bat the superintendent on the islands 
reported that they were the best he could get. (Leon Sloss.) 

The number of seals on the Pribilof Islands is decreasing. 1 saw 
positive proof of this on St. Paul Island last season. (Z. L. Tanner.) 

I had an excellent opportunity to observe some of the seal rookeries 
during .my first visit to the islands, and spent much time in studying 
the habits of the*seals, both on the rookeries and in the adjacent waters. 
I was particularly impressed with the great numbers to be seen, both 
on land and in the water. During the summer of 1889 the Bu^h was 
engaged cruising in pursuit of vessels engaged in illegal sealing, so that 
our anchorages off the seal rookeries that season were short and infre- 
quent, hence I did not have the opportunity to observe them as closely 
on land as the preceding year. During 1890 the Eu8h was not engaged 
in preventing sealing outside the shore limit, and we spent much time 
in full view of the seal rookeries and cruising about the seal islands, 
and I also niade frequent visits to the breeding grounds. The deserted 
appearance of the rookeries and the absence of seals in the water was 
very noticeable and was a matter of general remark among the officers 
of the vessel who had been on former cruises. Very large tracts of the 
rookeries which I had formerly seen occupied by the seals were entirely 
deserted, and the herds were much smaller than those of 1888. My 
attention was also called, by those conversant with the facts, to the 
grass growing on the inshore side of some of the rookeries, and to the 
three different shades of grass to be seen, indicating the spaces that 
had not been occupied by the seals for several years, owing to their 
diminished number. The darker shade showed where the growth first 
commenced, and a lighter shade for each succeeding year. There were 
three or four differently shaded growths, reaching down to the sand of 
the rookeries, and on that portion of the rookeries occupied by seals 
they were not lying near as compact as in 1888. In our frequent pas- 
sages during 1890 between the Aleutian group and the seal islands we 
sometimes made an entire trip without seeing a seal. This was entirely 
dift'erent from the experience of preceding years, indicating a great 
falling off of seal life. (Francis Tuttle.) 

In the year 1880 I thought I began to notice a falling off from the 
year previous of the number of seals on Northeast Point rookery, but 
this decrease was so very slight that probably it would not have been 
observed by one less familiar with seal life and its conditions than I; 
but I could not discover or learn that it showed itself on any of the 
other rookeries. In 1884 and 1885 I noticed a decrease, and it became 
so marked in 1886 that everyone on the islands saw it. This marked 
decrease in 1886 showed itself on all the rookeries on both islands. 
Until 1887 or 1888, however, the decrease was not felt jn obtaining skins, 
at which time the standard was lowered from 6 and 7 pound skins to 5 
and 4^ pounds. The hauling grounds of Northeast Point kept up the 
standard longer than the other rookeries, because, as I believe, the 
latter rookeries had felt the drain of the open-sea sealing during 1885 
and 1886 more than Northeast Point, the cows from the other rookeries 
having gone to the southward to feed, where the majority of the sealing 
schooners were engaged in taking seal. (Daniel Webster.) 

In pursuanC'C of Department in structions to me of May 27, 1891, 1 made 
a careful examination during the sealing season of the habits, numbers, 
and conditions of the seals and seal rookeries, with a view of reporting 
to the Department from observation and such knowledge on the subject 
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as I might obtain whether or iiot, in my opinion, the seals were dimin- 
ishing on the Pribilof Islands ; and if so, the causes therefor. As a result 
of Kuch investigation, I found, from the statements made to me by the 
natives, Government agents, and employees of the lessees, some of whom 
had been on the islan£i for many years, that a decrease in the number 
of seals had been gradually going on since 1885, and that in the last 
three years the decrease had been very rapid. A careftil and firequent 
examination of the hauling grounds and breeding rookeries by myself 
and assistant agents during the months of June, July, and August 
showed that the seals had greatly diminished in number. We found 
large vacant spaces on all the rookeries, which in former years during 
these months had been covered by thousands of seals. Prior to 1888 
the lessees had been able to take 100,000 skins from male seals, but I 
am clearly of the opinion tiiat not more than one-third of that number 
of merchantable skins can be taken during the year 1891. (W. SL 
Williams.) 

DEOBBASB OF SSALS« 

Management of rookeries not the cauee. 

In studying the causes of diminution of seal life, there were found a 
variety of actual and possible sources of destruction which are effective 
in varying degrees. Fortunately, the most important of these sources 
w ere directly under my observation, and the following facts presented 
themselves for consideration: The restrictions upon the molestation of 
the breeding grounds and upon the killing of females has been impera- 
tive both on the part of the Government and lessees since the American 
ownership of the islands, so that in the taking of seals no injury coald 
possibly have occurred to the females and bulls found thereon. For 
some years past the natives were permitted to kill in the fall a few thou- 
sand male pups for food. Such killing has been prohibited. It is not 
apparent how the killing of male pups could have decreased the number 
of females on the breeding grounds. (J. Stanley-Brown.) 

If the seals were as numerous to-day on the Pribilof Islands and the 
manner of driving and killing conducted in the same manner as during 
my experience there, 100,000 male seals of from 2 to 4 years of age could 
be taken from the hauling grounds annually for an indeAnite period 
without diminution of the seal herd. (Charles Bryant.) 

Because of the manner of killing seals on the islands, the precautions 
taken to kill only males from 2 to 5 years, and the careful limitation of 
the numbers taken, I am fully convinced that the taking of seals on the 
Pribilof Islands could never affect the numbers of the seal herd or 
deplete the rookeries. (S. N. Buynitsky.) 

I was in the employ of the Alaska Commercial Company, the former 
lessees of the seal islands, and their instructions were to use the utmost 
care in taking their quota of seals, so that there might be no diminution 
in number from year to year, and I personally know those instructions 
were rigidly enforced. (Leander Cox.) 

If no other agency is at work in destroying seal life, 100,000 bachelor 
seals can be taken from the Pribilof Islands yearly for an indefinite 
period, provided the rookeries were in the same condition they were in 
1871. Of this I am convinced from the fact that the seals continued 
to increase during all the time I was upon the islands, when 100,000 
were killed every year except one, when 95,000 were taken. (Samuel 
Falconer.) 
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The management of the sealeries apon Copper Island, under Bussian 
occupation, was left wholly to the native chiefs and ignorant laborers 
of the Russian- American Company. The work of killing the seals and 
curing the skins was done by them in a very unsystematic, careless 
way; but even then it was understood that as the seals are polygamous 
the surest way to secure an increase of the herd was to kill oft' surplus 
males and spare the females, and this was systematically practiced, 
resulting, as far as I am aware, most satisfactorily. After the expira- 
tion of the franchise of the Bussian- American Company, in 1867 1 think 
it was, and their abandonment of the island, and the execution of the 
lease to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., in 1871, several different parties visited 
the island, killed seals injudiciously, and inflicted great injury upon the 
rookeries. They were restrained to some extent by the natives from 
indiscriminate slaughter, but I have no doubt they killed more males 
than they ought to have done, and perhaps also some females. Upon 
my arrival upon the island, in 1871, the native chief told me that the 
seals were not as pleutiM as they had been formerly. I announced 
that we intended to secure 6,000 skins that year. They protested that 
it was too many, and begged that a smaller number be killed for one 
year at least. We, however, got the 6,000 skins as proposed, and an 
almost constantly increasing number in every subsequent year as long 
as I stayed on the islands, until in 1880 the rookeries had so developed 
that about 30,000 skins were taken without in the least injuring them. 
This is proved by the fact that the increase for the next ten years allowed 
still larger numbers to be killed, amounting, I think, in one of the years 
of the second decade of the lease to about 40,000 skins. In order to 
secure uniformity in the methods pursued respectively upon the Pribilof 
group and Commander Islands, the respective lessees of the two 
interests sent Capt. Daniel Webster, an expei*t sealer of many years' 
experience in the business, and who was at the time in the service of 
the Alaska Commercial Company at St. Paul Island, to assist and 
instruct me through the summer of 1874 in the best manner of handling 
seal droves, salting skins, and generally in the conduct of the business. 
In working under his direction, I found that the methods pursued by 
the resi)ective parties upon the different sealeries did not differ in any 
essential feature. The main object in both places was to select good 
skins for market and spare all female seals and enough vigorous bulls 
to serve them* WTien the supply of bulls is more than enough I have 
no doubt the number of offspring is diminished. The bulls, when over- 
numerous, tight savagely for the possession of the cow seals, and unin- 
tentionally destroy many young in their conflicts. The healthiest 
condition of a rookery is no doubt when, under the laws of polygamous 
reproduction for this species, the proportion of the sexes is prox>erly 
balanced. (C. F. Emil Krebs.) 

Following the surrender of occupancy of these islands by the Bussian- 
American Company in 1868, the sealeries were left ox>en to all parties, 
and various expeditions visited them unrestricted by any govern- 
mental control. Their catches amounted in 1868 to about 15,000, in 
1869 to about 20,000, and in 1870 to about 30JD00 skins. In 1871 the 
Bussian Government executed the lease to Hutchinson, Kohl & Co., 
and it was found necessary to restrict the killing for this year to about 
6,000 skins^ because the rookeries had been largely depleted by the 
excessive killing, unwise methods, and heedless husbandry. The result 
of improved methods showed themselves at once, and the rookeries 
steadily increased in size and number of occupants. We were thus 
enabled to procure an almost constantly increasing number of skins 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 13 
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from year to year during the whole term of our lease. We were unre- 
stricted as to the numbers to be taken, and after the first two years of 
the lease were urged by the Russian authorities upon the islands to take 
more than we wanted, in view of the condition of the seal-skin market. 
I revisited the islands on various occasions subsequent to 1871, and my 
observations confirmed the fact that we were moving in the right direc- 
tion to secure an increase of the rookeries. The experience of the whole 
term of the lease proves conclusively that our policy in conducting the 
business was a wise one, and that our manner of handling, managing, 
and killing the seals was in every respect what it should have been. 
This policy was predicated upon the custom of the Bussian- American 
Company, observed during many years and strengthened by my own 
actual experience in conducting the business of taking seals upon the 
P]'ibilof Islands in 1867, 1868, and 1869, and more particularly during 
the season of 1868, when there was unrestricted sealing done by various 
parties regardless of the future of the rookeries. The pernicious effects 
of the methods pursued by them were at once observed, and measures 
immediately taken by me, aided by the natives, over whom I had com- 
plete control, to correct their practices and bring them within reason- 
able customs already proved efficacious in preserving the rookeries from 
annihilation. (Gustave Niebaum.) 

If the right proportion is maintained between the sexes, the greatest 
possible number of progeny is assured. As long as we were able to 
keep exclusive control, undisturbed by outside influences, we main- 
tained the steady increase of the herd and profitable returns from the 
industry. When outside parties, beyond our jurisdiction, carried on 
their destructive work to any considerable extent, the equilibrium of 
the sexes was destroyed, any calculation of those in charge of the 
telands was nullified or miscarried, and the speedy decrease and ulti- 
mate destruction of the seals and sealing industry made certain. (H. H. 
Mclntyre.) 

We protect and take good care of the seals, and if they were not 
killed in the sea we could make them increase upon the islands so that 
they would be as many as before. (A. Melovedoff.) 

We can care for and protect the mature seals as well as the cattle on 
the ranges are cared for and protected, and if they could be guarded 
from the hunters in the sea we could by good management again make 
the rookeries as large as before. (8. MeJovidov.) 

I^aturally the cause of this diminution was a matter of interest and 
inquiry. It was not evident that it was from causes incident to the 
taking of the seals upon the island. The greatest care was exercised 
in the driving. Under precisely similar conditions the herd had increased 
in former years. The number of skins originally apportioned to St. 
George Island was reduced at an early date, and only increased in pro- 
portion to the rookeries' expansion. No disturbance of the rookery was 
permitted, eVen the presence of dogs and use of firearms being prohib- 
ited during the presence of the seals. (T. F. Morgan.) 

The management of the rookeries the first fifteen years of the Alaska 
Commercial Company's lease resulted in a large increase of seals. The 
same business management continued and the same system was pur- 
sued to the end of the term, yet in the last five years the rookeries fell 
off. Clearly it was through no fault of the company, and resulted fr^m 
some cause beyond their control. I do not think the Alaska Commer- 
cial Company made any mistakes in managing the seal herd. They 
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handled them in every respect as I wonld have done if they had been 
my own personal property and as I would do if they were now to come 
into my hands. If they erred in any particular in their management, it 
was in their ftitile attempt Jin 1888 and 1889 to stop the waste of the 
seaJ life at the island spigot while it was running out at the bunghole 
of pelagic sealing. The record shows that we did not finish the catch 
as early in 1885 as had been done in former years. I do not think this 
was from any lack of seals, but was caused by greater care in making 
our selection of animals to be killed. (Leon Sloss.) 

I again visited St. Paul Island and remained there several days in 
the summer of 1885, but saw no evidence then or when formerly on the 
island to lead me to think that the lessees were damaging the rookeries 
or doing anything different from what a judicious regard for the future 
of the industry would dictate. In giving this evidence I am as free 
from prejudice as is possible when entertaining, as I do, a feeling that 
the late lessees treated me in some measure unjustly, nor have I any 
interest whatever in the seals or the products of the sealeries. (George 
H. Temple.) 

Baids an rookeries not the cause. 

It may be worth while to add that the suggestion has been made that 
the decrease on the number of seals is due to piratical raids upon the 
islands themselves during the breeding season. While it is unques- 
tionably true that such raids have occasionally occurred during the past, 
and that some skinshavebeen obtained in that way, the number of these 
is so trifling in comparison with the annual pelagic catch as not to affect 
in any way the question under consideration. It is also difficult for one 
familiar with the rookeries and habits of the seal to conceive of a raid 
being made without its becoming known to the officers in charge of the 
operations upon the islands. The <^ raid theory," therefore, may be dis- 
missed as unworthy, in our judgment, of serious consideration. (Eeport 
of American Oommissioners.) 

The statistics which I have examined, as well as all the inquiries 
made, show that in the raids upon the rookeries themselves by maraud- 
ers the loss of seal life has been too unimportant to play any part in the 
destruction of the breeding grounds. The inhospitable shores, the 
exposure of the islands to surf, the unfavorable climatic conditions, as 
well as the presence of the natives and white men, will always prevent 
raids upon the islands from ever being frequent or effective. (J. Stanley- 
Brown.) 

During my stay uiK)n St George Island several attempts were made 
by x)oachers to get on shore and steal the seal, but they succeeded, as 
far as I am aware, only on three occasions, and in all those three I do 
not think they killed more than 1,200 or 1,500 seals, including pups. If 
any others hsMl effected a landing we should have known it, for the rook- 
eries are constantly watched, and the natives are very keen in this 
matter. (Harry N. Clark.) 

We tried to make a raid on St. George, but the Corwin was after us 
and we kept out of its way. (Peter Duffy.) 

During the time I was on St. George Island there never was a raid on 
the rookeries to my knowledge, and I never heard of any such raid ever 
having taken place. (Samud Falconer.) 
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I have known of one or two schooners operating in Bering Sea as 
early as 1877 or 1878, and they were on the rookeries occasionally during 
the past ten years, bat they can not damage the seal herd much by raid- 
ing the rookeries, because they can not take many, even were they per- 
mitted, which they are not by any means. ' (John Fratis.) 

Balds on the rookeries by marauders did not, while I was on the 
island, amount to anything, and certainly seal life there was not afi'octed 
to any extent by such incursions. I only knew of oue raid upon St. 
Paul Island while I was there. It was by a Japanese vessel, and they 
killed about 100 seals, the carcasses of which we found on board when 
we captured the vessel. (H. A. Glidden.) 

We sailed about January from Victoria, British Columbia; sailed 
along the coast until the latter part of June and went into Bering Sea, 
and sealed as near to St. George Island as we could. We caught about 
300 or 400 seals in the sea. Our intention was to make a raid, but were 
driven away by a revenue cutter. We left the sea about the latter part 
of July. (Joseph Grymes.) 

Max. Heilbronner, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I am 
secretary of the Alaska Commercial Agency, and as such have in my 
custody all record books of the company, and among them the daily 
records or " log book" kept by the agents of the company on St. George 
Island from 1873 to 1889, inclusive, and on St. Paul Island from 1876 to 
1889, inclusive. In these books every occurrence was careftilly noted 
from day to day by the agent in charge at the time. They have been 
examined under my supervision, and show only the following raids on St. 
George Island during the time covered by them, to wit: 

October 23, 1881 : The carcasses of 15 dead pups and a cargo hook 
were found on a rookery. It was supposed that the crew of a schooner 
seen about the island a few days previous landed in the night. 

Oct6ber 10, 1884: Fifteen seal carcasses were found on Zapadnie 
rookery. A guard was stationed, and the following night the crew of 
a schooner made an unsuccessful attempt to land. The boats were fired 
on by the guard and retreated. 

July 20, 1885: A party landed under the cliffs in a secluded place 
and killed about 500 adult female seals and took the skins away with 
them. They killed about 500 pups at the same time, leaving them 
unskinned. 

July 22, 1885: A party landed at Starry Arteel rookery and killed 
and skinned 120 seals, the skins of which they left in their flight, when 
pursued by the guard. They killed also about 200 pups, which were 
left unskinned. 

!N^ovember 17, 1888: A crew landed and killed some seals at Zapad- 
nie; how many is not known, but at this season of the year the number 
must have been small, because the seals have nearly all migrated. 

September 30, 1889: Eighteen dead pups and four clubs were found 
on a beach near a rookery. It is not known whether any others were 
killed. 

An examination of St. Paul record does not show any destructive 
raids upon the island. It is a fact, however, that in July, 1875, prior to 
the beginning of the record, the crew of the schooner San Diego landed 
on Otter Island, a small islet 6 miles from St. Paul, and killed and 
skinned 1,660 seals. She was captured before leaving the island, and 
both the skins and vessel were condemned to forfeiture by the United 
States court. 
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The reports of the superintendent for the lessees show that it was the 
custom of the company's agent on the islands to frequently patrol the 
rookeries whenever the weather was such that a landing could be effected 
on them, and to keep watchmen at points distant from the villages, 
whose special duty it was to report every unusual or suspicious occur- 
rence. For this purpose the northeast point of St. Paul Island was 
connected with the village by telephone in 1880, a distance of 12 miles, 
and the natives instructed in the nse of the instrument. If any raids 
upon the islands, other than those herein mentioned, had occurred, I am 
sure they would have been detected and rei>orted to this office. No such 
reports are on file. (Max. Heilbronner.) 

H. H. Mclntyre, having been duly sworn, deposes and says: I was 
superintendent of the seal fisheries of Alaska from 1871 to 1889, inclu- 
sive. The records above referred to were kept under my direction by 
my assistants on the respective islands. I was in fi^equent correspond- 
ence with these assistants when not personally present and am sure that 
anything worthy of notice would have been promptly reported to me. 
I believe that these records contain a true account of all destructive 
raids upon the islands. If there had been any others I should have 
heard of them. Every unusual occurrence at any point about the islands 
was noted by the keen-eyed natives and at once reported to the com- 
pany's office, the matter was investigated, and a record of it entered in 
the daily journal. I am confident that the only marauding expedition 
that ever succeeded in killing more than a few dozen seals each were 
those of 1875, upon Otter Island, and of 1885 upon St. George Island, 
the details of which were set forth by Mr. Heilbronner in the foregoing 
affidavit. If there were others of which no records appear the number 
of seals killed was comparatively very small and had no appreciable 
effect upon seal life. (H. H. Mclntyre.) 

Sometimes they try to land on the rookeries, but we drive them off 
with guns, and they never get many seals that way. (Nicoli Krukoff.) 

I do not mean to say that the seals were injured because a few were 
killed on the rookeries, when men from schooners landed on the islands 
in the night or when the fog was very thick, for the numbers killed in 
that way never amounted to much, as it is not often the raiders can 
land on a rookery and escape with their plunder. (Aggie Kushen.) 

When on a raid we would watch for a favorable opportunity to make 
a landing, and then kill male and female for seals indiscriminately. 
Probably for every 500 marketable skins secured, double that number 
of pups were destroyed. (L. M. Lenard.) 

While I was on the island there were not more than three or four 
raids on the rookeries to my knowledge, and I think that the destruction 
to seal life by raiding rookeries is a small part of 1 per cent as compared 
with the numbers taken by killing in the water. (A. P. Loud.) 

It is often difficult to entirely prevent poaching on the islands, 
although in my judgment it has not been of sufficient importance on 
the Commander Islands to have any perceptible influence in the diminu- 
tion of the herd. (John Malowansky.) 

I remember seeing an occasional sealing schooner in Bering Sea as 
long ago as 1878, but it was in 1884 they came in larjge numbers. A.t 
first it was supposed they intended to raid the rookeries, and we armed 
a number of men and kept guard every night, and we drove off any 
boats we found coming to a rookery. Sometimes in a dense fog or very 
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dark night they landed and killed a few hundred seals, bat the nnmbera 
taken in this manner are too small to be considered. (A. Melovedoff.) 

One cause of destruction is raiding, which has been done upon the 
short^s of the islands. A half dozen such raids are known to me 'per- 
sonally; but while it is not possible for me to state with certainty the 
skins actually secured by such raids, I believe that, although such 
raiding is detrimental, its injurious effect as compared with the disas- 
trous results of pelagic sealing is insignificant (T. F. Morgan.) 

There was only, as I recollect, four raids on the islands while I was 
there; but little or no damage was done, and seal life was not percep- 
tibly affected by such marauding. (J. H. Moulton.) 

From my personal knowledge of the number of seals killed upon the 
Pribilof Islands by raids upon the rookeries during my residence there, 
and from information gained from other sources, I conclude that the 
number of fur seals killed is infinitely small compared with the number 
killed in pelagic sealing — so small as to have no appreciable effect 
upon seal life apon the islands. (S. B. Nettleton.) 

I am told that the diminution of seal life has been attributed to raids 
by poachers upon the seal islands. Yery few of these have occurred, 
and the number of skins obtained by the poachers has been compara- 
tively infinitesimally small. I think the whole number obtained by 
them in this way does not exceed 3,000 or 4,000 skins. We were accus- 
tomed always to maintain a patrol and guard upon the rookeries when- 
ever the weather was such that poachers could land upon them, and 
upon the least suspicious circumstances measures were taken to fore- 
stall any attempts to steal the seals. The sea is usually rough in the 
fall, when poachers try to get in their work; the shores are, at most 
places, inaccessible from boats, and the natives are vigilant and active. 
If marine hunting is stopped, they can be safely trusted to defend the 
property upon which their very existence is dependent, as they have 
done repeatedly, against any single schooner's crew. (Gustavo Nie- 
baum.) 

There were occasional raids made upon the islands (Commander) by 
poachers during our twenty years' lease, but they were generally unsuc- 
cessful in killing any considerable number of seals, and their raids had 
no appreciable effect upon the rookeries. (Gustavo !N^iebaum.) 

During those years the lawless occupation of seal poaching was in 
its infancy. Marauding vessels from time to time were seen in these 
waters, but the islands were so well guarded that during my term of 
office there never was a successful raid or landing upon either of the 
islands of St. Paul or St. George. The only landing upon any island of 
the group was made in June, 1881, upon the unoccupied island of Otter 
(not included in the lease), as described in my special report to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, dated July 4, 1881. On that occasion a pred- 
atory schooner succeeded in landing a boat's crew, who killed 40 or 50 
seals, when they were driven off by a boat sent by me for that purpose 
from St. Paul, about 6 miles distant. (H. G. Otis.) 

Until 1884 sealing schooners were seen but very seldom near the 
islands or in Bering Sea, and the few seals taken by the hunters who 
raided the rookeries occasionally are too paltry to be seriously consid- 
ered, because the raids were so few, and the facilities for taking many 
seals off so utterly insignificant. (J. G. Eedpath.) 
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There was bat one snccessfal raid on the rookeries while I was upon 
the island and bat 125 seals were killed. I do not consider that raids 
on the rookeries have anything to do with the decrease of the namber 
of seals. (T. P. Eyan.) 

While I was on the islands there were no raids on the rookeries, and 
seal life was never depleted at that time by such means. (B. F. Scrib- 
ner.) 

There was but one raid on the rookeries while I was there, and that 
took place on Otter Island, about 60 skins being taken. After that raid 
the Government kept a man on Otter Island during the entire summer 
to protect it from marauders. Eaids on the islands never affected seal 
life to any extent. (W. B. Taylor.) 

I do not remember the precise date of the first successful raid upon 
the rookeries by sealing schooners, but I do know that for the past ten 
years there have been many such raids attempted and a few of them 
successfully carried out, and that as the number of schooners increased 
around the islands, the attempted raids increased in proportion, and it 
has been deemed necessary to keep armed guards near the rookeries to 
repel such attacks. Although a few of the raids were successM and 
a few hundred seals killed and carried off from time to time during the 
past ten years, the aggregate of all the seals thus destroyed is too small 
to be mentioned When considering the cause of the sudden decline of 
seal life on the Pribilof Islands. (Daniel Webster.) 

BESTBUOTION OF FEMALE SEALS. 

Examination of pelagic eateh of 1892, 

On May 7 of this year I examined 355 salted fur-seal skins, ex steamer 
Umatilla from Victoria, and found the same to be fresh skins taken off 
the animal within three months. They were killed in the North Pacific 
On examination T found they were the skins known as the Northwest 
Coast seals, and belong to the herd which have their rookery on the 
Pribilof Islands. The lot contained 310 skins of the fur-seal cow 
(matured). From the shape of the skins most all of these cows must 
have been heavy with pup, and same cut out of them when captured. 
Eighteen skins of the fur-seal male (matured). Twenty-seven sldns of 
the fur-seal gray pup, from 6 to 9 months old; sex doubtfiil. 

On June 2 I examined 78 salted fur seal skins, ex steamer Walla 
Walla from Victoria, and found the same to be fresh skins taken off 
the animal within three months. They were killed in the North Pacific. 
On examination I found they were the skins known as the Northwest 
Coast seals, and belong to the herd which have their rookery on the 
Pribilof Islands. The lot contained 66 skins of the fur-seal cow 
(matured). From the shape of the skin most all of these cows must 
have been heavy with pup, and the same cut out of them when cap- 
tured. Five skins of the fur-seal male (matured). Seven skins of the 
fur-seal gray pup, from 6 to 9 months old; sex doubtful. 

On June 7 I examined 268 salted fur-seal skins, ex steamer Umatilla 
from Victoria, and found the same to be fresh skins taken off the 
animal wifhin three months. They were killed in the North Pacific. 
On examination I found they were skins known as the Northwest coast 
seals and belong to the herd which have their rookery on the Pribilof 
Islands. The lot contained 212 skins of the fur-seal cow (matured). 
From the shape of the skin most all of these cows must have been 
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heavy with pup, and same cut out of them when captured. Eleven 
skins of the fur-seal male (matured). Forty skins of the fur-seal gray 
pup, from 6 to 9 months old; sex doubtful. 

On the same date I also examined 124 salted fur-seal skins, ex steamer 
Umatilla from Victoria, and found the same to be fresh skins taken ofl 
the animal within three months. They were killed in'the North Pacific 
On examination I found that they were the skins known as the North- 
west coast seals and belong to the herd which have their rookery on 
the Pribifof Islands. The lot contained 93 skins of the fur-seal cow 
(matured). From the shape of the skin most all of these cows must 
have been heavy with young, and the same cut out of them when cap- 
tured. Fifteen skins of the fur-seal male (matured). Sixteen skins of 
the fur-seal gray pup, from 6 to 9 months old; sex doubtful. 

I notice on examining seals caught this spring that there is a lack of 
the larger size of productive animals, and the lots mostly contain the 
skins of the medium-sized seals, running from 2 to 3 years of age. 
(Charles J. Behlow.) 

On the 29th instant I examined 2,170 salted fur-seal skins, ex schooner 
Emma and Louise from the North Pacific Ocean, and found same to be 
fresh skins taken off the animal within four months. They were killed 
in the North Pacific. On examination I find they were the skins known 
as the Northwest coast skins, and belong to the herd which have their 
rookery on the Pribilof Islands. The lot contained 4 skins of the fdr- 
seal large bulls (breeding bulls); 123 skins of the fur-seal male (mostly 
matuied) ; 98 skins of the fur-seal gray pup, less than 1 year old, sex 
doubtful; 1,112 skins of the fur-seal cow (mostly matured). From the 
shape of the skin most all these cows must have been heavy with pup, 
and same cut out of them when captured. (Charles J. Behlow.) 

As a result of the work I have performed for so many years I am able 
to distinguish without difficulty the skin of a female seal from that of 
a male seal. There are generally several ways in which I can tell 
them apart. One of the surest ways consists in seeing whether any 
teats can be found. On a female skin above the age of 2 years teats 
can practically always be discovered; when the animal is over 3 years 
old even a person who is not an expert at handling skins can discover 
two prominent ones on each side of almost every skin. This because 
after the age of 3, and often even after 2, almost all females have been 
in pup. There are also teats on a male skin, but they are only very 
slightly developed. When the ftir is matted, as it is in salted frir-sesd 
skins, the male teats can not be found, but the female teats of skins 
more than 2 years old can be found under all circumstances. 

I have been able to test all my observations as to the teats on salted 
fur-seal skins by following these skins through the various processes 
which I have described. During these processes the skins become thin- 
ner and thinner, and the teats more and more noticeable, and at an 
early stage in the dressing they must be wholly removed. There are 
other ways of distinguishing the skins of the two sexes. I will state a 
few of them. 

A female has a narrower head than a male seal. By the word <^ head " 
I mean here to include that part of the body from the head down to the 
middle of the back. I believe all men who have handled the skins of 
both sexes have noticed this point. Then, again, when the whiskers 
have not been cut off they generally afford a safe means of distinguish- 
ing the sexes. Male whiskers are much more brittle and of a darker 
color than those of the female animal. When the male seal is over 6 
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years old it begins to have a mane, and for this leason it is after tbat 
age called a wig. Finally, it is generally possible for me to tell the 
skins of the two sexes apart by just taking a look at them or feeling 
them. I suppose I can do this because I have been at the business se 
long that I am an expert in it. 

The chief classes of seal skins that I have handled are the Alaska, 
the !N^orthwest coast, and the Copper Island skins. I can always dis- 
tinguish the skins of these classes. The Northwest Ooast skins are 
most easily told by the very great proportion of females contained in 
any given lot. Among the Alaska and Gopper skins I have hardly ever 
seen a female skin. (John J. Phelan.) 

I was sent to New York from Albany a few days ago by Mr. George 
H. Treadwell, with instructions to go through a certain lot of seal skins 
which, I understand, he had recently bought in Victoria, and to find 
out how many of these skins were taken from female animals. I have 
sx>ent four days in doing this, working about seven hours a day. 

There were several men who unpacked the skins and laid them before 
me, so that all of my time was spent in examining the individual skins. 
The lot contained 3,550 skins. I found that, with the i>ossible excep- 
tion of two dried ones, they were taken from the animal this year; 
they were a part of what is known as the spring catch. I know this 
to be the case by the fresh appearance of the blubber and of the skin 
as a whole. This affords a sure way of telling whether the skin has 
lain in salt all winter or whether it has been recently salted. I per- 
sonally inspected each one of these skins by itself and kept an accu- 
rate record of tilie result. I divided the skins according to the three 
following classes: Males, females, and pups. In the class of pups I 
placed only the skins of animals less than 2 years of age, but without 
reference to sex. 

I found in the lot 395 males, 2,l67 females, and 988 pups. Leaving 
out of account the pups, the percentage of females was therefore about 
82. The great msyority of what I classed as male skins were taken 
from animals less than 3 years of age. There was not a single wig in 
the lot. On the other hand, nearly aU the female skins were those of 
frill-grown animals. On every skin which I classed among the females 
I found teats, with bare spots about them on the fur side. Such bare 
spots make it absolutely certain that these teats were those of female 
skins. 

With regard to the pup skins, I will say that I did not undertake to 
determine whether they were males or females^ because they had a 
thick coat of blubber which, in the case of an animal less than 2 years 
old, makes it very hard to teU the sex. 

All of the skins that I examined were either shot or speared. I did 
not keep a close count, but I am of the opinion that about 75 per cent 
of them were shot 

The result of the examination is about what I expected it would be. 

The figures only confirm what I have always noticed in a general 
way, that nearly nine-tenths of the skins in any shipment of Korthwest 
coast skins are those of female animals. (John J. Phelan.) 

JBxamifKstian of catch of vessels seized. 

About seven years since I was on the revenue cutter Oorwin when 
she seized the sealing schooner San Diego in Bering Sea. On the 
schooner's deck were found the bodies of some 20 seals that had recently 
been killed. An examination of the bodies disclosed that all of them. 
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with bat a single exception, were females, and had their yonng inside 
or were giving suok to their young. Out of some 500 or 600 skins on 
board I only found some 5 of the number that were taken from males. 
I have also been present at numerous other seizures of sealing vessels, 
some 18 in number, and among the several thousand skins seized I 
found on examination that they were almost invariably those of females. 
There certainly was not a larger proportion of males than 5 to 100 
skins. This great slaughter of mother seals certainly means a speedy 
destruction of seal life. (James H. Douglass.) 

While in ITnalaska in September, 1891, awaiting transportation to 
San Francisco, I had an opportunity to examine personally the catch 
of the steam sloop OhdUengej which had been warned out of the sea, 
and was undergoing repairs at the harbor named. The catch amounted 
to 172 skins, which were all taken in Bering Sea at various distances 
from the seal islands, and of this number only three were those of male 
seals, one of those being an old boll, and the other two being younger 
males. (A. W. Lavender.) 

In July, 1887, 1 captured the poaching schooner Angel Dolly while she 
was hovering about the islands. I examined the seal skins she had on 
board, and about 80 per cent were skins of females. In 1888 or 1889 I 
examined something Uke 5,000 skins at Unalaska, which had been taken 
from schooners engaged in pelagic sealing in Bering Sea, and at least 
80 or 85 per cent were skins of females. (A. P. Loud.) 

I have personally inspected skins taken upon the three schooners 
Onward, Oaroline, and ThornUm, which skins, taken in Bering Sea, 
were landed in Unalaska and were then personally inspected by me in 
the month of May, 1887. The total number of skins so examined was 
2,000, and of that number at least 80 per cent were the skins of females. 
I have also examined the skins taken by the United States revenue 
cutter Rv^h from one of the North Pacific islands, where they had been 
deposited by what is known as a poaching schooner and taken to Una- 
laska, which numbered about 400 skins, and of that 400 skins at least 
80 per cent were the skins of female seals. I have also examined the 
skins seized from the James Hamilton Lewis in the year 1891, by the 
Bussian gunboat Aleut, numbering 416, of which at least 90 per cent 
were the skins of female seals. From my long observation of seals and 
seal skins I am able to tell the difference between the skin of a male 
and the skin of a female seal. (T. F. Morgan.) 

I examined over 12,000 skins from sealing vessels seized in 1887 and 
1889, and of these at least two-thirds or three-fourths were the skins of 
females. (L. G. Shepard.) 

BBASON PBBONANT FEMAI.BS ABB TAEBN. 

I think cow seals are tamer than young male seals. (Martin Benson.) 

A cow seal that is heavy with pup is sluggish and sleeps more soundly 
than the males, and for that reason they are more readily approached. 
(Henry Brown.) 

They are very tame after giving birth to their young and are easily 
approached by the hunters. When the females leave the islands to 
f(MMi they go very fast to the fishing banks, and after they get their food 
they will go to sleep on the waters. That is the hunter's ^reat chance. 
I think we secured more in proportion to the number killed than we did 
in the North Pacific. (James L. Oarthcut.) 
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They sleep more and are less active and moreeasily captared. (Simeon 
Ohin-koo-tin.] 

I think the female seal is less active and more easily approached. 
(Peter Church.) 

I have noticed that the females when at sea are less wild and distrnst- 
fnl than the bachelor seals, and dive less quickly in the presence of the 
hunter. After feeding plentifully, or when resting after heavy weather, 
they appear to fall asleep upon the surface of the water. It is then they 
become an easy target for the hunters. (James H. Douglass.) 

I think the females sleep more on the water, and are less active and 
more easily taken than the males. (£. Hofstad.) 

When the females are with pup they sleep more, are less active, and 
more easily approached than the male seals. (P. Kahiktday.) 

Think cows are much more plentiful on the coast, sleep more, and are 
more easily captured than the male seals. (John Kowineet.) 

Think cows are less active and require more sleep than the young 
male seals. (George Lacheek.) 

I am informed and believe that the reason of there being such a large 
proportion of females among the coast skins is because the male, which 
is powerful and strong, usually swims more readily and at a longer 
distance from the coast, and are so scattered and active and hard to 
catch that it does not pay to hunt them. The female heavy with young 
easily tires and sleeps on the water, and is easily shot while in that 
condition. (George Liebes.) 

Mother seals heavy with young are much easier taken, for they are 
usually asleep on the water. (William H. Long.) 

Q. Why is it, in your opinion, that more female than male seals are 
killed by the poachers f — A. Because, first, in the passage of the seals 
to the islands in the early season the females travel in groups and the 
males scatter; secondly, after arriving at the islands the maJes remain 
on or about the hauling grounds, while the females, having their pups 
to nurse, go out into the sea to ootain food. 

Q. How do you tell the skin of a female from that of a malef — A. By 
the nipples and general appearance. (Anton Melovedoff.) 

As I understand the fact to be, moj9t of the seals killed in the open 
sea are females. My reasons for this conclusion are that, from my 
knowledge of the seal, I know that the female when heavy with young, 
as they are during the early part of the season when on their way to 
the rookeries, where they are delivered during the months of June and 
July, are much heavier in the water and much less able to escape, 
because they are capable of remaining under water to escape for a very 
much less period of time than when they are not heavy with young, or 
than the male seal would be. (T. F. Morgan.) 

It is harder to take an old seal than a young one, the older ones being 
more on the alert and are not less active when pregnant. ( W. Roberts.) 

Of the seals killed, from 60 to 70 per cent are females, which, during 
their northerly migration, are heavy with young, slow of movement, 
and require an extra amount of rest and sleep, thus largely increasing 
their liability to successful attack. (Z. L. Tanner.) 

I have been told that it is easier to catoh the female seal at sea than 
it is to catoh the male seal, but I have no personal knowledge of that 
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point. I suppose, however, that there must be some foondation for the 
statement by reason of the fact that so small a proportion of male adult 
seals are iucladed in what is called the northwest catch. (Elmil 
Teichmann.) 

The cows are less active, sleep more, and are more easily captured. 
(M. Thlkahdaynahkee.) 

Oow seals sleep sounder on the water, are less active, and are easily 
captured. (James ITnatajim.) 

Gows are more easily captured because they have pups. (Rudolph 
Walton.) 

They are less active, sleep more, and are easier captured. (Oharlie 
Wank.) 

It is my opinion that female seals are more easily captured and 
appear to be more tame than the male seal, and, 1 think, sleep more. 
(P. 8. WeittenhiUer.) 

The large proportion of females killed in the North Pacific is due to 
the fact, as I explained before, that males pursue their way to the 
hauling grounds with dispatch, while the females are more leisurely in 
their movements and take frequent rests. (T. T. Williams.) 

DBOBEASE OF SBALS. 

Percentage lost of eeale hilled. 

From my experience I am satisfied that 33^ per cent shot with a shot- 
gun are lost, and when a rifle is used a larger per cent are lost when 
killed. (Peter Anderson.) 

We lost three out of four we killed. (H. Andricius.) 

On an average, we saved one out of three that were killed. (Bern- 
hardt Bleidner.) 

It is my honest belief that for every frir-seal skin obtained by pelagic 
sealers at least five other seals' lives are taken. (J. A. Bradley.) 

During the trip of 1891 1 don't think we got more than one seal out 
of six that we killed; many were wounded, and others were shot 
dead and sank before the boat could get to them. (Thomas Brown.) 

Native hunters secure about one-third of all fur seals killed at sea, 
while in my belief white hunters secure even a less number in propor- 
tion to those killed. (M. Cohen.) 

An average hunter will get one out of four of breaching seals and one 
out of three of sleepers that he kills, but a common hunter will not get 
so many. ( Peter Collins.) 

And that a vast number of the seals killed by them are lost. (Lean- 
der Cox.) 

It is my experience that very few, if any, seals were lost by the hunters 
who use the spear, but fully 76 per cent of all those killed by the rifle 
were lost. (James Dalgarduo.) 

From my observation of the methods employed by the open-sea hunters 
I believe that a very large proportion of those killed by them are lost. 
I have often heard sealers so express themselves, They have said to 
me that they get only about one out of five shot or kiUed; others made 
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the loss still greater. I think the latter statement more nearly correct. 
(M. 0. Brskine.) 

Of seals killed, about four out of five are saved* (P. P. Peeny.) 

An experienced hunter like myself will get two out of three that he 
kills, but an ordinary hunter would not get more than one out of every 
tliree or four that he kills. (Thomas Gibson.) 

I lose about 50 per cent when I use the shotgun, and more are lost 
when rifle is used. I always shoot them in the head when i>ossible, but 
if not possible, I sboot them in any part of the body that is exposed. 
(Gonastut.) 

About 50 per cent are lost when killed with a shotgun, and a larger 
per cent when rifle is used. (James Gondowen.) 

The hunters would get, on an average, one out of every four they 
killed. (James Grymes.) 

On an average, I think the hunters wiU save about one out of three 
that they kill, but they wound many more that escape and die after- 
wards. (James Harrison.) 

Pormerly the seals were gentle and the approach of a vessel did not 
even alarm them, but when firearms came into use it so frightened them 
that they had to be shot at long range, entailing a loss of not less than 
three out of every four or five killed. (M. A. Healy.) 

My experience convinces me that a large percentage of the seals now 
killed by shooting with rifles and shotguns are lost. My estimate would 
be that two out of every three killed are lost. Pormerly the killing was 
done by si>earing, and in later years it was learned that shooting them 
was a swifter method of killing. At the start the hunters were inex- 
perienced and a large proportion were lost. (James Kieman.) 

I use the shotgun for taking seal, and sometimes I lose one or two out 
of ten that I kill. (James Klonacket.) 

I have made it my business to find out what proportion of skins of 
seals killed are really brought into the market, and fh>m the informa- 
tion which I obtained from the sealers, hunters, and those owning the 
skins I learned that on an average only about one out of six killed was 
secured, varying with the expertness of the hunter. (George Liebes.) 

The number of seals actually secured to the number killed does 
not exceed about one in four, or about one is taken for every three 
destroyed, varying, of course, with the skill and experience of the 
hunters. (Isaac laebes.) 

Prom these conversations I should judge they did not secure more 
than one half of the seals killed; and this, I think, is a large estimate 
of the number secured. (A. P. Loud.) 

I have frequently noticed, in the harbor of Petropaulovsky, that the 
natives, in lulling hair seals, are only able to obtain one animsd out of 
every four or five of those killed, and that they frequently wait about 
four days for the bodies to be washed ashore. (John Malowansky.) 

None I lost when I used spear. About 20 per cent are lost when 
killed with shotgun. (Nashtau.) 

An experienced A "So. 1 seal hunter, in shooting sleeping seals with 
a shotgun, will get a large proportion of what he kills, and will get one 
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out of four breaching seals that he kills; bat au ordinary common 
hunter like myself wSl sometimes use ten cartridges and not get one 
seal. I can safely say that a common hanter will only get one seal out 
of three. (Niles Nelson.) 

The white hunters who used guns in Bering Sea were banging away 
at the seals sometimes all day long, and they would lose a great many 
of those that they shot. I do not think that they brought to the 
schooner one-half of those that they killed, to say nothing of those that 
they wounded and got away. (Osly.) 

But since it has become the practice to hunt seals with guns a good 
many are killed, wounded, and lost. Oreen hunters bang away and 
wound more than they kill, and will shoot six or seven before they 
get one, and sometimes more. Good hunters will do much better. I 
used to get most of the seals I killed, but I have killed five dead in 
succession and lost the whole of them. (William Parker.) 

Shotgun is exclusively used by me for taking seals. Lose about 20 
per cent of those killed with shotgun. (Abel Byan.) 

The captain, mate, and myself went out several times with the stem 
boat and we killed 16 the first time we went out. I think we went out 
that way three or four times, and we usually got one out of four killed. 
I recollect one day when we were hunting, bad weather set up and we 
did not get any seals. In good weather we got more seals than we did 
in bad weather. (Peter Simes.) 

And we got one out of five killed. (John A. Swain.) 

On my first voyage I think we got two out of every five that we 
killed. (Adolph W. Thompson.) 

When seal were struck with a spear none were lost; lose about 50 per 
cent when killed with shotgun. (Charlie Tlaksatan.) 

I had in my employ men who are old seal hunters and who were for- 
merly engaged in that basiness, and they have often told me that they 
lost at least two out of every three they killed. (M. L. Washburn.) 

Percentage lost of seals stmcJe. 

The skill of the hunter has a great deal to do with the number of 
seals secured of those killed or wounded, but the most expert does not 
get more than half he hits, and the average for hunters in general 
would be about three in ten. (0. A. Abbey.) 

We secure one out of about every five that we shoot at or kill. 
(Charles Adair.) 

An experienced hunter would get one out of every three that he shot 
or killed, and a green hunter would get about one out of every seven or 
eight that he shot or killed. (Charles Adair.) 

It has been my custom in the last few years to examine the logs of 
sealing vessels and to converse with officers and hunters of such vessels 
in order to obtain what information I could as to the methods employed 
by hunters and the loss of seals occasioned in such pursuit. From the 
logs I learned that in many instances 100 rounds of ammunition had 
been fired to each skin secured, and often more; and on an average I 
found that not over five seals to the hundred shots had been obtained. 
The logs further showed that a large number had been wounded and 
lost. I also ascertained from the logs and firom conversation with 
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masters of sailing schooners that not one seal out of ten killed or 
wonnded had been caaght. These inquiries I pursued at San Francisco 
until quite recently. The chief killing by poachers was done between 
the passes of Aleutian Archipelago and the Pribilof Islands. (George 
B. Adams.) 

Have always used a shotgun and rifle in taking seal since a young 
man. I rarely lose any seal I shoot, as I never shoot at them unless 
they are very close to the boat. (Adam Ayonkee.) 

Have always used a shotgun for taking seal, and lose about 40 per 
cent of what I shoot. (Maurice Bates.) 

Ko seal were lost when struck with spear. About 40 per cent of seal 
shot with shotgun are lost, and more when the rifle is used. (Wilton 
0. Bennett) 

I use the shotgun for taking seaL I lose about 25 per cent of the 
seals shot. (Edward Benson.) 

The spear and shotgun have been used by me. But few seals are 
lost that are struck by spear. About 66 per cent are lost when shot 
with shotgun, and a larger proportion are lost when rifle is used. (Mar- 
tin Benson.) 

On the Pioneer we had a couple of good hunters, who would get 
almost all they shot at, while some of our hunters would lose a good 
many that they would kill and wound. A green hunter will not get 
more than one out of five, and I have known one hunter on our vessel 
who shot eight shots and got only four seals. Indian hunters that use 
spears seldom lose any that are struck, and there is no wounded to go 
away and die. (Neils Bonde.) 

This year the seals are wilder than the year before; I think it was 
because they were hunted so much. We did not capture as many in 
proportion to the number shot as we did the year previouA, and did not 
save more than one out of six that we shot. (Thomas Brown.) 

We got on an average three or five out of every twelve killed and 
wounded. It depends a great deal upon the weather. There were lots 
of seals in the water at that time. (Thomas Brown.) 

The average hunter would get one out of every three that he shot; 
a poor hunter not nearly as many. There are 21 buckshot to a shelL 
* * * When they are in school sleeping we get a good many. We 
did not get as many as we shot at in Bering Sea as we did on the coast. 
If we got one out of every three we were doing pretty well. (Charles 
OhalalL) 

I used a shotgun almost exclusively last season, and lost about one- 
third of all fors shot. (Julius Ohristiansen.) 

I think about 50 per cent of the seals shot with shotgun are lost, and 
greater proportion are lost when shot with a rifle. (Peter Ohurch.) , 

I always use the shotgun for taking seal. I think about 25 x>cr cent 
are lost. (William Glark.) 

Over 50 per cent are lost when shot with shotgun. (John 0. Clement.) 

My observation of the seal hunting by white hunters in 1888 is that 
they do not secure more than two or three out of every hundred shot. 
The number of shots fired by a hunter in an ordinary day's sealing 
is something enormous, and the waste of seal life in the water is 
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dreadM to contemplate. • • ^ The proportion of loss of seals 
shot by white hanters in the Otto was quite as great in 1891 as by 
the hunters in the year before stated. I have never seen any black 
pups in the Forth Pacific Ocean. (Louis Culler.) 

When it was rough weather we got one out of six that we killed or 
wounded, and in smooth weather we could get on an average one out of 
three and sometimes three out of five. (John Dohrn.) 

On an average, all the hunters got one out of three or four seals 
that they killed or wounded. There were plenty of seals in the water 
at that time. (Richard Dolan.) 

We got one out of every five or six that we killed or wounded. We 
wounded a great many that we did not get. (Gtoorge Fairchild.) 

When I was a young man the Indians used the spear for taking seals; 
now they have learned from the white men to use the shotgun. About 
three out of ten are lost that are shot. (Frank.) 

The hunters used rifles and shotguns. They got about one out of 
every six they shot at or killed, and sometimes they got none. The 
great minority of them were females. We used rifles, we had experi- 
enced hunters on board, and we got one out of every three kiQed oi 
wounded. (William Frazer.) 

Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared to those you destroy 
in doing sof In other words, how many do you actually get of those 
you shoot f — A. About 30 per cent. 

Q. Is it not a fact, when you first started in the business and was 
inexi)erienced in hunting, that you, like all other beginners, destroyed 
a much larger proportion than you now dof — ^A. Yes; a litUe more in 
proportion. (Edward W. Funcke.) 

Indians lose a less number of the seals shot at and wounded or 
killed than white hunters. When they use spears they get nearly all 
they wound. When they use shotguns they do not get more than one 
out of eight killed or wounded. In conversation with boat steerers 
and boat pullers I have frequently heard them state that hunters would 
sometimes fire from 75 to 100 shots without bringing in a single seat 
Hie hunters would claim they secured nearly all they fired at or killed, 
but it is known that this is not true. It is impossible to say what pro- 
portion of the seals fired at are killed or wounded, but taMng the run 
of hunters, good and poor, I should say that the best get about 50 per 
cent of those shot at, while the poorest do not get more than one out 
of fifteen fired at. (E. M. Oreenleaf.) 

The native hunters used spears exclusively in hunting the seals, and 
secured ftiUy two-thirds of all struck. I am of the opinion tibiat with 
firearms not more than one-third of the animals shot are actually 
secured. (A. J. Guild.) 

> Have always used a shotgun for taking seal, and lose about 25 per 
cent of the seals I shoot. (Henry Haldane.) 

I use the shotgun exclusively for taking seal. About 65 per cent of 
the seal hit are lost. (Martin Hannon.) 

Q. According to your experience, what percentage of animals that 
are shot are actually taken by the boats f — A. That depends a good 
deal on the man that shoots them. Some fellows wiU miss four out of 
five and another may miss three out of five and cripple them. I think 
on a general average we wiU get about three out of five. (H. Harmsen, ) 
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Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared to those yon destroy 
in doing so; in other words, how many do yon actually get out of those 
yon shoot f — ^A. We get about 75 per cent of them. 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business and 
was inexperienced in hunting, that you, like many others, destroyed a 
much larger proportion than you now do t— A. Yes, sir ; it is. (Andrew 
J. Hoffman.) 

The shotgun was exclusively used by our hunters. I can form no 
idea as to the amount of seals lost. Souie hunters lost more and some 
less. It ranges all the way from 10 to 75 per cent, according to stories 
told by hunters. (O. Holm.) 

We used shotguns, and secured about two seals out of five that we 
shot. (Alfred Irving.) 

The Indian hunters with spears would not wound or lose but very few 
seals that they struck, but the ordinary white hunter will, on an average, 
lose over half that he kills and wounds. (James Jamieson.) 

About 40 x>er cent shot with shotgun are lost. When the rifle is used 
a larger per cent is lost. (J. Johnson.) 

Have always used shotgun and rifle for taking seal. I never lose any 
seal when I shoot them, because I always shoot them close to. (Johnnie 
Johntin.) 

The spear and arrow were used to take seal when I was a boy, but 
now I use the shotgun and rifle. At least 50 per cent are lost when shot 
with shotgun. When rifle is used a larger portion of seals are lost. (P. 
Kahiktday.) 

I always use the shotgun for killing seal. I lose about four out of 
ten that I shoot. (King Kashwa.) 

I always use the shotgun for taking seal. Sometimes I lose two and 
three out of ten that I shoot. (Jim Kasooh.) 

Fully one-half the seal shot with shotguns are lost, and a much 
larger proportion when the rifle is used. None were lost when struck 
with a spear. (Mike Kethusduck.) 

On an average we got one or two out of every six or seven that we 
wounded or killed. (James Kennedy.) 

Oonstant shooting has frightened them and made them wild, so that 
they have to be shot at great distances unless found asleep. Much 
depends for successful hunting upon the weather, as it is difficult to 
get accurate aim when both the hunter's boat and the seal are in motion. 
A poor hunter does not secure more than one out of every five shot' or 
aimed at. Good hunters do better. (James Kieman.) 

The first sighted was August 4, longitude 136 o 32' west, latitude 
620 46' north. During the days following August 4 canoes were 
lowered, but their search for seals was fruitless. On August 14, before 
entering Bering Sea, a seal was speared by the Indians off Marmont 
Island, which was bearing NW. J W. 35 miles. We entered the sea 
at 6.30 p. m. on the 22d day of August and at 9 o'clock the following 
morning we got our first seal in Bering Sea. It was shot by one of 
the white men in a boat. We were at this time about 25 miles west by 
north of Korthwest Cape on tJnimak Pass. On the same day four 
other seals were shot, and three not recovered. Two sank and the 
other escaped badly wounded. The following day the captain shot 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 14 
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two, losing one, and the other boat brought one seal on board. On the 
25th of August we were 125 miles southeast of St. George Island. The 
Indian hunters were out all day and brought in three seals, the white 
hunters getting none. The captain informed me that day that the pre- 
vious year he had taken in this locality 148 seals in one day, and that 
one of his hunters got 38 and lost 40, which he shot. The next day the 
two boats and canoes were out, and the captain brought back one, but 
had shot and lost six others, one of which sank. The other boat 
reported that they had shot seven, but all sank before they could get 
them, the water beihg so colored with blood that it was impossible to 
see the bodies sufficiently to recover them with the gaff. The two 
Indians brought back ten seals, all speared. Out of the number taken 
on board four were full of milk. On the 27th the Indians brought in 
two seals and the captain one, which were all they had seen. On the 
29th seventeen seals were taken j the captain got three, having lost 
two, killed or wounded. The other boat brought in three, having lost 
two, and the cook shot one from the schooner's deck. Out of these 
seven were females, which covered the decks with milk while they were 
being skinned. I am convinced that at the very least white hunters 
lose 50 per cent of the seals they hit, and probably the majority of 
those wouuded will ultimately die. (Francis B. King-Hall.) 

When a seal is struck with a spear we never lose him. About 60 per 
cent are lost when shot with a shotgun. (Bobert Kooko.) 

About 60 per cent of the seals are lost when shot with a shotgun. 
When rifles are used a much larger proportion is lost. (James Lacheek.) 

Of -all the fur seals struck in the entire season by both implements 
more than two-thirds were actually secured, the greater proportion of 
losses resulting from the use of the shotgun. (James £. Lennan.) 

The average hunter will fire ten times to get one seal. I think on an 
average he gets one seal out of every three killed. (William H. Long.) 

Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared to those you destroy 
in doing so; in other words, how many do you actually get out of those 
you shoot t — A. I should say we get about 80 per cent of those we 
shoot. 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business and 
was inexperienced in hunting, you, like all other beginners, destroyed 
a much larger proportion than you now dof — A. There is no doubt 
about that. (Charles Lutjens.) 

The shotgun was used exclusively. Over 60 per cent of the seals 
shot were lost. (George McAlpine.) 

I think I lose about 66 per cent of the seals shot with shotguns. 
(J. D. McDonald.) 

Taking the general average, we would not get more than two seals out 
of every ten that the hunters shot at. Out of every sixty-five seals 
that were brought aboard the schooner I got one, so I tried to spear as 
many as I could after they were shot. We caught more seals in Bering 
Sea than we did going along the coast, as we found more of them. 
* * * All the seals that we shot at in rough weather were lost. In 
fine weather they sleep on top of the water, and we do not lose so many 
of them. (William Mclsaac.) 

No seals are lost that are struck with spears. With a shotgun about 
SO per ^nt are lost. (James McKeen.) 
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We got about one out of every five that we killed or wounded. There 
was any amount of them that we shot and did not get at all. It seemed 
as if a good many got away. * * * We had some white and Indian 
hunters. I do not think that we lost as many that year in propor- 
tion to those that we killed and wounded. They were better hunters. 
(William McLaughlin.) 

Q. According to your experience, what percentage of animals that 
are shot at are actually taken by the boats Y — ^A. That is according to the 
ammunition that we use. About one-third are taken. (Daniel Mc- 
Lean.) 

We had Indian hunters who used shotguns. The Indian hunters are 
more expert than the white hunters and they do not lose so many 
seals as they kill. I think they would get one out of every two or three 
killed or wounded. (Thomas Madden.) 

About 50 per cent of the seals shot with shotgun are lost. (Edward 
Maitland.) 

There were six boats on the vessel. Some of the boats would come 
in without a seal after being out all day loug shooting, but they would 
wound a great many. On an average, taking all the boats together, 
they got one out of every five or six that they killed or shot at. We 
wounded a great many that we could not get. (Patrick Maroney.) 

About 50 per cent are lost that are shot with the shotgun. (Charles 
Martin.) 

I do not think they would get more than one seal out of every six or 
seven they shot, and sometimes only one out of ten. (Henry Mason.) 

Our hunter was a good one. His name was Joe Williams. I think 
he got one out of every three, on an average. He used a rifle a good 
deal, and was a fine shot. Some of the hunters in the other boats would 
shoot at the seal and not get any at all, and come in at night without 
any, or maybe one or two. There was one hunter from Nova Scotia that 
did not kiU any, scarcely. (William Mason.) 

I think about 33 per cent of the seals shot with a shotgun are lost. 
(B. Miner.) 

About 20 per cent of the seals I shoot with shotgun are lost. (Amos 
Mill.) 

Q. What percentage of seals are taken, compared to those you destroy 
in doing so; in other words, how many do you actually get out of those 
you shoot t — ^A. About 75 per cent. We lose about 25 per cent. 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business and 
were inexperienced in hunting, that you, like all other beginners^ 
destroyed a much larger proportion than you do nowf — A. Certainly; 
there is no doubt about that. (Frank Moreau.) 

From my knowledge of the aquatic habits of the seal, and the diffi- 
culty of accurate shooting when the object is in the water, I am of the 
opinion that a large number of seals are killed by vessels engaged in 
the business of taking seals in the open seas which are not caught. I 
am unable te form an estimate of the number of seals shot or speared 
jBrom vessels which are lost, but in the last two or three years of my 
residence at St. George Island, in taking 15,000 seals, I found approxi- 
mately three pounds of lead, in the form of slugs, bullets, and buck- 
shot, which I personally took from the bodies of male seals^ some of 
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which were so badly wounded that they would have died. I have per- 
sonally examined the log of the schooner Angel DoUiej in which it was 
stated that the hunters from that vessel got about one seal out of every 
ten shot at; also that on one occasion they fired 250 rounds, and got 
20 seals; on another occasion 100 cartridges, and got 6 seals, and which 
log also stated that the captain personally shot and killed 7 seals, of 
which he got only one, (T. P. Morgan.) 

They lost very few of the seals they speared. They secured about 
all of the seals they speared. (John Morris.) 

When in Bering Sea, I had an opportunity to observe the difference 
in the number of seals lost by killing them with shotguns and by taking 
them with spears. The hunters that used shotguns lost more than one- 
half they shot, while the hunters that used spears seldom ever lost one 
that they hit. (Moses.) 

It is generally conceded that the Indian hunters in the use of the 
spear seldom lose one they kill or wound. (Morris Moss.) 

When I was a boy I used a shotgun for taking seal, bought from the 
Hudson Bay Company at Fort Simpson, and have always used a shot- 
gun for sealing. I think about two out of ten seal shot are lost (Smith 
Natch.) 

Sometimes I lose two and sometimes three seal out of ten I shoot. 
(Dan :Nathlan.) 

It depends a great deal upon the weather as to the amount of seals 
obtained by the hunters. After a heavy blow you see the seals lying 
on top of the water asleep, and you can get very close to them, and on 
an average you would get two or three out of every five or six you kill 
or wound, while in rough weather you would not get one out of five or 
six killed or wounded. (John O'Brien.) 

Not being hunters of experience, our men lost about two-thirds of 
all the seal shot Good hunters would not lose to exceed 25 per cent 
(Nelson T. Oliver.) 

We used shotguns, using buckshot, and I have known twenty shots 
to be fired at a seal before we got her. When we shot at "sleepers'' 
we got a good many more than when we shot at "bachelors" or " roll- 
ers," and we secured on an average about one out of every three killed 
and wounded. The percentage of loss of those killed and wounded is 
fully as great as I have stated. (John Olsen.) 

When the rifle is used less than one seal for five shots is secured; 
many shots miss, but of those seals hit about one-half are secured* 
(W. Eloberts.) 

It is very hard to estimate the number lost of those shot, but I should 
judge an expert hunter would lose certainly from 40 to 60 per cent, 
and a hunter not particularly expert would lose from 80 to 85 per cent. 
(L. G. Shepard.) 

In some instances we ran upon schools of seal and shot five or six, 
all of which would be lost; in other instances we would secure about 
one-half of those wounded. One-half of all seals shot on the coast are 
lost (William Short) 

About 25 per cent are lost when shot with a shotgun, and more are 
lost when shot with rifle. Shotgun and rifle are used by me for taking 
seal. (Jack Shucky.) 
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When I used a spear none were lost that were struck. When shot- 
gun is used Dearly 50 per cent are lost; when rifle is used a still larger 
percentage is lost (Martin Singay.) 

No seal were lost when struck with spear or arrow. Fully 60 per 
cent of seal shot with shotgun are lost^ and a much larger per cent are 
lost when shot with a rifle. (Jack Sitka.) 

Always use a Hudson Bay gun to take seal with. A Hudson Bay 
gun is a single-barreled shotgun. Sometimes I lose one and sometimes 
two out of ten that are shot. (Thomas Skowl.) 

I think about one-third of the seal shot with shotgun are lost. (Fred 
Smith.) 

Very few are lost when struck with a spear. About 66 per cent are 
lost when shotgun is used. (William H. Smith.) 

An ordinary hunter will not get more than one out of four that he 
shoots at. (Cyrus Stephens.) 

About 25 per cent of seals shot are lost. (Joshua Stickland.) 

Q. What percentage of seals are taken compared to those you destroy 
in doing so; in other words, how many do you actually get out of. those 
you shoot t — ^A. I guess we get hardly two- thirds of what we shoot 

Q. Is it not a fact that when you first started in the business and 
was inexperienced in hunting, that you, like all other beginners, 
destroyed a much larger proportion than you do nowf — ^A. It is. 

I have always understood that 33 per cent of seals shot with shotguns 
are lost (W. Thomas.) 

The hunters use shotguns and rifles exclusively for taking seal. I 
think that from what I have been able to learn about half the seal shot 
are lost, the hunters being unable to secure them before they sink. 
(John O. Tolman.) 

About 60 per cent of the seal shot with shotgun are lost. A much 
larger per cent is lost when rifle is used. (Peter Trearsheit.) 

I get most aU the seals that I hit with the spear. I lose one-half of 
those I shoot with a gun. (John Tysum.) 

When the spear was used all seal speared were secured. About 50 
per cent of the seals are lost when shot with shotgun. Whenever I 
have used a rifle for shooting seal a much larger proportion of those 
killed have been lost on account of shooting them at a longer distance 
from the boat. (James Unatajim.) 

I think I generally lose about 75 per cent of the seals shot with shot- 
gun. (George Usher.) 

I have learned from personal observation and from conversations 
with parties that they lose in killed and wounded at least two out of 
every three obtained. Other sealers have told me that their loss is 
much greater. (Charles T. Wagner.) 

About 50 per cent are lost when shot with shotgun. When rifle is 
used a much larger x>er cent is lost. (Budolph Walton.) 

I have often conversed with the hunters relative to the percentage 
of the loss of seals to those taken, and some tell me they get one out of 
five or six. (Elkan Wasserman.) 
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My hunters use sbotgan exclasively. They carry a rifle with them 
in the boat, but have not used one this season to my knowledge. I 
think, as near as I can estimate, about 33^ per cent of the seals shot 
are lost. (P. S. Weittenhiller.) 

From my knowledge and experience in the business it is my convic- 
tion that within the last few years, since the sealers have become so 
numerous in the Paciflic and Bering Sea, that not more than one out of 
three are secured. (Michael White.) 

I always use the shotgun for taking seal. I think I lose about five 
out of every ten that I shoot. (Billy Williams.) 

That for every three sleeping seals killed or wounded in the water 
only one is recovered. For every six traveling seals killed or wounded 
in the water only one is recovered. (Theo. T. Williams.) 

Sometimes I lose one and sometimes two out of ten that I shoot with 
a shotgun. ( Fred. Wilson.) 

When the spear was used very few seal were lost. About 50 per 
cent are lost when shot with shotgun. A larger per cent are lost when 
killed with a rifle. I use the shotgun for taking seal, and lose about 
two out of ten that I shoot. (Billy Yeltachy.) 

Sometimes I lose one and sometimes two out of every ten that I 
shoot. I always shoot the seal close to the boat, so I don't lose many. 
(Hastings Yethnow.) 

The shotgun is used altogether for taking seal. About 33^ per cent 
of the seal shot are lost. (Alf. Yohansen.) 

Always use shotgun for taking seal. I lose but very few seal, as I 
always shoot them very close to the boat. (Paul Young.) 

Have always used the shotgun for taking seal. Think I lose about 
three out of ten of those I shoot. (Walter Young.) 

In hunting with spears I capture nearly all that I hit. (Thomas 
Zolnoks.) 

Wounding. 

Those only wounded, whether fatally or otherwise, dive and escape 
capture. The less severely wounded may, and in many cases doubtless 
dp, recover from their wounds; but, in the nature of things, many 
others must die of their injuries. There is a wide range of chances 
between an instantaneously fatal or disabling shot and a slight wound 
from which the victim may readily recover, with obviously a large pro- 
portion of them on the fatal side of the dividing line. (Dr. J. A. Allen.) 

A good many of the seals that I have caught in the last three or four 
years have shot in them and some have been badly wounded. I have 
seen white hunters shooting seals out in the sea, and they lose a great 
many more than they get, and we sometimes capture some of those that 
they have badly wounded. (Bowa-chup.) 

Have caught a great many seals that had shot in them. (Peter 
Brown.) 

We often take seals that have been wounded with a rifle or shotgun, 
and in their bodies there are a large number of shot (James Olap- 
lanhoo.) 
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A good many are wonnded and escape, only to die afterwards. (Alfred 
Dardean.) 

When I get seals now a great many have shot in them, a thing I never 
saw before until about six or seven years ago. (Frank Davis.) 

Some that I shoot are wounded and get away, and probably die. I 
have caught a good many seals that had shot in them. (EUabush.) 

They kill and wound a great many that they do not get. I have 
speared a great many seals that had shot in them. (Selwish Johnson.) 

I know that a great many must be lost by the white hunters, for a 
great many that I catch have shot in them, and some are badJy woundedi 
(James Lighthouse.) 

During the killing season on the Commander Islands we frequently 
find in the bodies both bullets and shot. (John Malowansky.) 

I have captured a great many seals with the spear and found shot in 
them. (John Tysum.) ' 

When they were wounded we had to chase them, and then sometimes 
would not get them. (Patrick Maroney.) 

While out seal hunting last year I captured a few seals that the white 
hunters had wounded and lost, and found a good many shot in their 
bodies. I have captured a good many seals lately that had buckshot 
in them. (Charley White.) 

At the times when the male seals are on the rookeries the large 
catches are made. A traveling seal is alert, cautious, quick of hearing, 
and easily disturbed. A sleeping seal is at the mercy of anyone. The 
large proportion of traveling seals shot at and lost is due to the timidity 
of the animal; in fact, all the hunters admit that when there is much 
shooting going on the seals are very difficult to get. The loss of sleep- 
ing seals, which I estimate as two lost for one saved, is due to the fact 
that unless the bullet or shot kills the animal instantly it will immedi- 
ately dive, and it is not easy to kill a seal instantly. The head of the 
seal affords but a small mark. Even in the case of a sleeper, the 
motion of the water keeps it moving. The boat from which the hunter 
shoots is also moving, and while there are men who at a distance of 50 
or 60 yards can shoot a small object under such circumstances, they 
are extremely rare. They are famous as experts and they are highly 
rewarded for their skill. Certainly not one in ten of all the seal hunters 
can truthfully assert, nor do they attempt to do so when in a confiden- 
tial humor, that they kill 50 per cent of their seals dead. I was in the 
company of a number of them in Victoria, in 1889, and heard them 
talking among themselves of their prowess. Some put forward claims 
which the others derided. Any estimate in excess of the one I have 
already given called forth uncomplimentary remarks and charges of 
boastfulness. The disinclination of these men to state the absolute 
facts, and they alone know what the facts are, in relation to the num- 
ber of seals shot and lost, has been intensified lately by the feeling 
that it is necessary for them to make a good showing to back up the 
claim that pelagic sealing is not absolute^ of tiie seal herd. (Thomas 
T. Williams.) 

Many of the seals I have speared had shot and bullets in them. 
This was never seen before until about eight years ago, and now it is 
a frequent occurrence. (Wispoo.) 

A great many that I have caught in the last three or four years have 
shot in them, and many have been badly wounded. (Thomas Zolnoks.) 
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PeremiicLge lost — General statements. 

We had a row on board because some of the hunters were green 
hands and the men would not go out in the boats with them. They 
took the hunters out of our boats and put them into the other boats 
that made no catch, and then we kicked that they should put the green 
hunters into our boats, because everything they would shoot would sink 
on them and be lost. (Charles Adair.) 

The destructiveness to seal life by pelagic hunting is very great. The 
majority of seals killed are pregnant females, so that two lives are often 
sacrificed in securing one skin. This is trae whether firearms or spears 
are used. In addition to this, the number of skins marketed does not 
represent the number actually destroyed, for many are killed that are 
not secured, while others, though fatally wounded, still possess strength 
enough to escai>e their pursuers. (A. B. Alexander.) 

Of those killed the number saved varies with the skill of the hunters. 
Last year we lost very few. (Oharles Avery.) 

A very few are lost when shot with the shotgun, as we shoot them 
close to the boat. (Johnny Baronovitch.) 

In hunting with the spear we don't lose many that we hit. I never 
hunted with guns. (Peter Brown.) 

Experienced hunters lose very few seal that are shot, but beginners 
lose a great many. (Oharles Campbell.) 

As to the percentage of seals lost in pelagic sealing where the use of 
firearms is employed, I am not able to state of my own observation and 
experience, but from conversation with those engaged in the business I 
am of the opinion that the number secured is small compared with 
those lost in attempts to secure them. (W. O. Ooulson.) 

None were lost when the spear was used. When the shotgun is used 
sometimes they are lost. A few more are lost when rifle is used. 
(Charlie Dahtlin.) 

Were I engaged at present in sealing I should prefer the spear to the 
rifle or shotgun, and I believe its use is not near so destructive to seal 
life. (James Dalgarduo.) 

The Indians have always hunted seal with a shotgun, and I am sony 
to say that they have killed a great many more than they secured. 
(WilUam Duncan.) 

From the ammunition we furnished them I learned that some of the 
hunters on an average used from two to three rounds of shot to a seal, 
while others used from forty to fifty rounds. (George Fogel.) 

Have always used the shotgun for killing seal, and but very few are 
lost. (Chief Frank.) 

Have always used spear for taking seal, and but very few are lost. 
(Chad George.) 

A very large number of shots are thrown away. In the case of the 
ThistUy in her voyage of 1891, she brought in but nine skins, while her 
hunters had fired away 260 pounds of shot. She had poor hunters. 
(E. M. Greenleaf.) 

That in pelagic sealing twice as many seals are lost as are captured. 
(W. P. Griffith.) 
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Always shoot the seal close to the boat and rarely lose one; bat when 
shot at with the rifle I lose a good many. (Hooniah Dick.) 

I have always nsed spears in hunting seals, and seldom wounded or 
hit one that I did not get until in 1891, which year, and the only one. 
I went to Bering Sea, and used the shotgun part of the time. I found 
in the use of the shotgun that a great many of the seals that were 
killed or wounded were lost. (Alfred Irving.) 

Welosebutvery fewsealsthatwe hit with a spear. (Selwish Johnson.) 

When seals were struck with a spear none were lost; a great many 
are lost when the shotgun is used. (0. Klananeck.) 

I have often heard them say that they only get two or three out of a 
school, and. when they kill them, if they do not get them right away, 
they wiU sink and be lost Further, that they lose a good many that 
they kill. (James Lafkin.) 

Q. Do you generally shoot seals with a rifle or shotgun T — A. A shot- 
gun. Ninety per cent are killed with a shotgun. (Frank Moreau.) 

Always use the shotgun for taking seals. I lose very few, as I always 
shoot them close to the boat. (MaUhew Norris.) 

I can not say how many seals are kiUed and wounded, but there is 
no doubt that green hunters lose many, while those more experienced 
in business lose fewer. (Morris Moss.) 

We used the spear more than the gun and secured nearly all of them 
that we hit with it, but lost a great many seals that we shot. We pre- 
fer to use the spear, because in so doing we do not lose so many or 
frighten them away. (Osly.) 

The shotgun is not as fatal as the rifle, but it ruins the skins of the 
seals. (Adolphus Sayers.) 

Breech-loading firearms (rifles and shotguns) are the instruments 
principally employed by pelagic fur-seal hunters, both native and white. 
Bj means of these weapons a greater number of skins are secured in a 
season than when spears are uied; but the proportion of seals struck 
and lost to those actually secured is much less than when the spear is 
used. (John W. Smith.) 

The best hunter will flre about 20 cartridges, and they get 10 or 12 
seals, while a hunter of less experience wiU flre 100 rounds and get 
nothing, but will wound and disable them. (Adolph W. Thompson.) 

I have always used spears in hunting the seal, and seldom lose, any 
I hit. (Charley White.) 

In attempting to determine the sex of seals killed in the Bering Sea 
and the North Paciflc, and of the number of seals killed in excess of 
those actually securea by the hunters, I had interviews with upward 
of fifty seal hunters, aside from interviews subsequently had with Indian 
hunters. I find this portion of my work by far the most difficult. Much 
discussion had already been had about the damaging effect of pelagic 
sealing, and the hunters were loath to tell how many seals were killed 
and not recovered, and were often averse to making truthful reports 
about the sex of the animals killed, but by frequenting their haunts 
and cultivating their company for long i>eriods I succeeded in getting 
accurate statements from a number of them. (Theo. T. Williams.) 

I found that at first the hunters were disposed to brag of their skill 
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and to overestimate their success in securing skins of seals shot at. 
The reason for that was that I was about to engage in sealing enter- 
prises and that I was making inquiries for the purpose of ascertaining 
their skill as hunters, with a view to engaging them. The practice in 
British Columbia is to pay the best hunters the highest rate per skin. 
Men who could shoot fairly well, but who use a shotgun, could be 
secured for a sealing voyage from $1 to $1.50 per skin, while hunters 
who shot with a rifle and were of recognized skill in some instances 
were paid as high as $2.50 per skiu, and, generally speaking, as high 
as $2 per skin. The reason for this is obvious to those who have inter- 
ested themselves in the sealing business. A seal killed with buckshot 
is so much punctured frequently that the pelt is of lesser value. It is 
not profitable for schooners to engage as hunters men who miss their 
chances of killing the seals and blaze away indiscriminately, with small 
results. Even though the hunter is only paid for the skin he recovers, 
the loss to the vessel by his failure to kill when an opportunity offers 
is equivalent to the profit it would have made on the skin if secured. 
For these reasons and on account of the general proneness of men who 
consider themselves experts in the use of any weapon to brag, the seal 
hunters of British Oolumbia, as a class, grossly exaggerate the percent- 
age of skins they recover to the number of seals aimed at, wounded, or 
kfiled. (Theo. T. Williams.) 

In attempting to ascertain exactly the number of seals kiUed and lost 
by the Bering ^^a hunters, I found a wide divergence of statement. It 
is greatly to the advantage of the seal hunter to have the reputation of 
losing but few seals. He is paid by the skin, and the more he catches 
the greater his remuneration ; but that is not all. The hunter with the 
best reputation as a sure catcher is in the greatest demand, can secure 
employment in the best schooner, and the largest sum of advance 
money. Besides self-interest, there comes vanity to urge the hunter 
to make the biggest reputation possible for himself. To use a common 
expression, the seal hunters all brag about their sureness of aim. The 
best shots use a rifle and fire at a range of from 50 to 125 yards. The 
I>oorer shots depend on a shotgun loaided with buckshot, and will fire 
at a seal up to 50 yards away. The Indian hunters use spears, and 
paddle noiselessly up to the sleeping seal to plunge the spear in its 
shoulder. They never attempt to spear a seal that is awake. An 
Indian hunter will paddle in among a lot of ^<sleex>ers'' and spear them 
one after the other, while a white hunter, who uses firearms^ alarms 
every seal in the neighborhood at the first discharge. The Indians lose 
about one-third of all they spear, either l^m failure to kill when they 
strike or because the dead seal sinks too quickly for them to secure it. 
The white hunters do not get one-half of all they shoot. Some hunters 
are very carefrQ shots and will not fire unless the seal is well within 
range, but the seal is likely to sink before the boat can get to it, or if 
wounded, will dive like a flash to get away. A number of hunters have 
boasted that they secure 95 seals for 100 shots, and some have made 
affidavits of even more wonderfrd exploits. They presume too much 
on public ignorance and credulity. (Theo. T. Williams.) 

Fortunately, it is not necessary to depend on the statements of the seal 
hunters. I secured access to the ship accounts of several sealers, and 
found that in every case the consumption of ammunition showed more 
than ten cartridges used for every seal skin captured. I spent consid- 
erable time among the Siwash Indian sealers, and, while they brag of 
their individual prowess, they admitted a loss of 30 per cent at least 
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On this subject I append a statement made by Oaptain Olsen^ of the 
sealing bark Bessie Buter, at Yictoria. 

Oaptain Olsen, of the American schooner Bessie Buter, of Astoria, 
reached Yictoria September 27, 1889. In the office of the American 
conanl, Ool. B. Stevens, he said: <^ I took 550 skins in Bering Sea. Of 
these 27 were pnps,520 females, and 3 male seals, which I kiUed off the 
island of Kadiak. Most of the female seals were with young. I had 
a green crew and green hunters. They used shotguns and sometimes 
the rifle. They got about one seal for every three they aimed at. Some 
they missed altogether, and some of the wounded ones got away. There 
is great risk of losing a traveling seal. The sleeping seals blow up an 
air bladder that keeps them from sinking, but the seals when awake sink 
easily. Hooks aiB used to grapple them, but if the boat is some distance 
from the seal when it is kSled it does not often get it. For that reason 
rifle shooting at long range hardly pays. I will get about $7.75 for some 
of my skins and $8 for others. My voyage will pay, because I ran the 
boat on the cheap. I only had two men to the boat, and only paid my 
hunters $1 per skin instead of $2, which is paid to flrst-class hunters. 
Some very skillftd hunters do not lose many skins. They will never 
fire unless a seal is at close range, and they generally kill. Of course 
they lose some from sinking. All the hunters brag about how few they 
lose, because they want the reputation of being good hunters. The 
better reputation they have the better chance they get. 

If Bering Sea were open many new men would come into the business 
and the loss would be greater. Only a few men make successfrd hunt- 
ers. It is like being a clever rifle shot. If the best hunters lose ten 
or fifteen in a hundred, the other kind lose ten times as many, if not 
more. Oreen hands will throw away a lot of ammunition, shooting at 
everything they see, whether it is in range or not. You can not stop 
them. They will wound more than they kill. (T. T. Williams.) 

DESTBXTOTION OF NURSINa FEMALES. 

We entered Bering Sea through the Muckawa Pass the 1st of July, 
and commenced hunting seals wherever we could find them, among 
which were a great many cows giving milk, which we killed from 30 to 
150 miles from the islands. (Charles Adair.) 

I have no exact information as to the proportion of male and female 
seals killed by pelagic hunters, but it is my firm conviction, from my 
knowledge of the habits of the males in not leaving the islands during 
the breeding season, and the well-known fact that mother seals go great 
distances in search of food while nursing their young, that the females 
are slaughtered in great numbers during their jouneys to and from the . 
islands by pelagic hunters. (Oeorge B. Adams.) 

And when in Bering Sea we take seals from 10 to 120 miles from the 
seal islands. (William Bendt) 

And the larger proportion of those killed in Bering Sea are also cows. 
Have killed cow seals, with milk in them, 65 miles from the Pribilof 
Islands. * * * A few male seals are taken, ages ranging from 1 to 
5 years. Once in a while we catch an old bull in the Pacific Ocean. 
(Martin Benson.) 

We came out of Bering Sea the latter part of August and had caught 
about 1,700 seals between the Pribilof Islands and Unalaska. We 
caught them from 10 to 100 or more miles off St. Oeorge Island. (Niels 
Bonde.) 
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We entered Bering Sea the middle of May and captured 300 while 
in there. Most of these were, mother seals with their breasts fvJl of 
milk. (Thomas Bradley.) 

I hunted in Bering Sea in 1889 (that being the only year I ever went 
to that sea) and hunted seals with spears about 70 miles southwest off 
the islands, and our catch was nearly all cows that had given birth to 
their young and had milk in their teats. (Peter Brown.) 

Have killed cows with milk about 60 miles off the Pribilof Islands. 
A few old bulls were killed by me last season. (Charles Campbell.) 

At least seven out of eight seals caught in Bering Sea were mothers 
in milk. (Charles ChaUaU.) 

We entered the sea through the Unimak Pass, and captured therein 
about 40 seals, most all of which had milk in their breasts. (Louis 
Culler.) 

The waters were full of them at that time. We caught them from 60 
to 60 miles off the seal islands. (John Dalton.) 

But the seals I caught in Bering Sea were most all cows in milk. 
(Frank Davis.) 

The proportion of female seals killed in Bering Sea is equally large, 
but the destruction to seal life is much greater, owing to the fact that 
when a mother seal is killed her suckling pup lefb at the rookery also 
perishes, bnpregnation having also taken place before she left the 
rookery in search of food, the fetus of the next year's birth is likewise 
destroyed. (James H. Douglass.) 

We left San Francisco and fished up the coast until we entered Bering 
Sea, in July, and sealed about the sea until we were driven off by the 
revenue cutter Oorwin. From there we went to the Copper Islands. 
Our whole catch amounted to 900 skins, and we killed most of them with 
rifles. We only got about one out of eight that we shot at, and they 
were most all i(Bmales giving milk or in pup. When we cut the hide off 
you could see the milk running from the breasts of the seals. The 
second year we got over 1,300 skins; some of them were cows with pups 
in them, and most all the rest were cows giving milk, and some of the 
latter we killed as far from the rookeries as IJnimak Pass. (Peter Duffjr.) 

We entered Bering Sea about April and we got 795 in there, the 
largest part of which were mother seals in milk. When we were skin- 
ning them the milk would run on the deck. (John Fyfe.) 

I know that fully 75 per cent of those we caught in Bering Sea were 
cows in milk. (Thomas Gibson.) 

My observation and the information obtained from seal hunters con- 
vince me that fully 90 per cent of the seals found swimming in Bering 
Sea during the breeding season are females in search of food, and their 
slaughter results in the destruction of her young by starvation. (M. A. 
Healy.) 

While in Bering Sea we cruised around the Pribilof Islands in all 
directions, often coming within view of them but never landing or mak- 
ing any attempt to do so. The proportion of females taken to males 
was about 70 per cent, more than two-thirds of these being nursing 
cows, while the remainder were 2year olds] and yearlings. On first 
entering the sea an occasional pregnant cow' would be taken, but this 
was uncommon. Of the males taken in Bering Sea the numbers of 
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yearlings and very yonng bachelors was about equal; no bulls were 
ever taken. (Norman HodgsoD.) 

Those that I secured in Bering Sea were nearly all females and had 
given birth to their yonng and were in milk. Our vessel captured 
about 460 seals at a distance of about 100 miles from the Pribilot 
Islands, most all of which were cows in milk. (Alfred Irving.) 

We entered the sea and caught about a thousand there. We sealed 
aU over on this side of Bering Sea, sometimes being over 150 miles oft 
the seal islands, and sometimes we were closer. I did not pay auy 
attention to the proportion of females, but I know we skinned a great 
many that were giving milk, because the milk would run from their 
breasts onto the deck when they were being skinned. We killed mother 
seals in milk over 100 miles from the seal islands. We generally shoot 
them when they are asleep on the water. • ♦ • We caught between 
300 and 400 seals on the coast and 600 in Bering Sea. We sealed on 
the American side of Bering Sea around the Pribilof Islands, any- 
where from 10 to 160 miles off. The capture of 1890 was about the 
same in proportion to sex as the year before. (James Kean.) 

We entered Bering Sea about the latter part of July and captured 
260 seals from 20 to 100 miles off the seal islands. A large proportion 
of them were females nursing their young and their teats were large 
and fnll of milk. (James Kennedy.) 

I have observed that those killed in the North Padflc were mostly 
females carrying their young and were generally caught while asleep 
on the water. (James Kiernan.) 

The same day after a chase of an hour we were seized by the U. S. S 
Mohiean. The total catch of seals at the time of seizure was 48, and 
at least 20 were females, the mcgority of which were in milk. All the 
seals were taken from 120 to 180 miles fiK)m St Oeorge Island. (Francis 
R. King-Hall.) 

When in Bering Sea we are usually from 60 to 150 miles from the 
Pribilof Islands. (Andrew Laing.) 

I have killed females in milk in Unimak Pass, and even out in the 
Pacific Ocean, 200 miles from the land. (E. N. Lawson.) 

In Bering Sea, where we obtained about 400 skins, males and females 
in about equal numbers were taken. The females were mostly nursing 
cows, while the males were young ones, between the ages of 2 and 5 
years. (James E. Lennan.) 

Another fact in connection with open-sea sealing is that the great 
majority of seals killed are females, and' that a great part of the females 
are pregnant, or in milk. The milking females are most all killed 
while visitiDg the feeding grounds, which are distant 40 or 60 miles, or 
even farther from the islands. The female necessarOy feeds so that she 
can supply nourishment for her young, while the males during the sum- 
mer seldom leave the islands. This accounts for the large number of 
females killed in Bering Sea. (A. P. Loud.) 

Q. Did you ever kill any seals later in the season that were giving 
milkf — ^A. Yes, sir. (Alexander McLean.) 

Those we caught in Bering Sea were mostly aU females with milk in 
their breasts. • • • The next season, 1890, we got on the way up 
between 100 and 200 seals, and then we entered Bering Sea about the 
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18th or 19th of Jnly, and I canght 90 seals, mostly all females. • • • 
When we were in Bering Sea we hnnted from 40 to 200 miles off the 
seal islands. (Patrick Maroney.) 

About two- thirds of those canght in Bering Sea were females that 
had big teats and were giving milk. We could tell that when we were 
skinning them, because the milk would run out on the decks. (Wil- 
Uum Mason.) 

We sealed around Unalaska, but did not go toward the Pribilof 
Islands. We caught 1,900 seals, all of which were captured in the sea, 
close to Unalaska ; most all of them were cows in mUk ; but when we first 
entered the sea we killed a few oows that had pups in them. * • • 
That year we sealed east of the island and caught about 800 seals. I 
do not know how far we were from the islands, for we could not see 
them. The seals we caught were mostly cows with milk. (Moses.) 

I was sealing in Bering Sea during July, August, and September, 
1885 and 1886. I was cruising in Bering Sea around about the Pribilof 
Islands, and from 100 to 300 miles off. The principal portion of the 
cruising was between the Aleutian and Pribilof islands. One of the 
principal sealing grounds is off Bogslof. (Nlles NelsOn.) 

After entering the sea we got one femaie with a very large pup, which 
I took out alive and kept it for three or four days, when it died, as it 
would not eat anything. All the others had given birth to their young, 
and their breasts were full of milk. (John Olsen.) 

The seals taken in Bering Sea are nearly all grown. We get but very 
few young seals. I think we catch in Bering Sea more males in pro- 
portion to females than we do on the coast. We catch a good many 
females in Bering Sea that have given birth to their young on the 
islands and are in milk. I have caught plenty of cow seals in milk 
100 miles or more from the islands, but seldom get any that have a pup 
in them in those waters. (William Parker.) 

We entered Bering Sea about the 15th of August through the IJnimak 
Pass and captured therein 1 ,404 seals, most of which were cows in milk. 
On that voyage we caught female seals in milk over 80 miles from the 
rookeries wheflB they had lefb their young. (Charles Peterson.) 

The seals captured in Bering Sea were fully 80 per cent females that 
had given birth to their young. A fact that I often noticed was that 
their teats would be full of milk when I skinned them, and I have seen 
them killed from 20 to 100 miles from the seal islands. (Edwin P. Porter.) 

Q. How do you know that the marauders kill females principally T — 
A. I know that the females, after giving birth to their young on the 
rookeries, frequent the ox>en sea in search of food, whereas the males 
frequent the hauling grounds or waters immediately around it. At 
various times I have seen skins which were seized by the cutters from 
the poachers, and they were substantially female skins. (J. 0. Eedpath.) 

I have been in Behring Sea but a part of one season. Of the seals 
taken, about one-third were males, one-third females with young, one- 
third barren and yearlings. ( W. Boberts.) 

I have taken nursing females when as much as 100 miles from Prib- 
ilof Islands. I estimate that the seals killed by pelagic hunters are at 
least 90 per cent females; this estimate is based on the great number 
of motherless pups I have observed on the rookeries, and also on state* 
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ments made to me by many engaged in i)elagic sealing whom I met and 
conversed with at Unalaska. (T. F. Eyan.) 

We caught 767 seals in Bering Sea that year (1884) ftom 30 to 150 
miles oif the seal islands. The most of them were females, for the 
reason that they are not as cnte as males. A great many of the females 
had their breasts fall of milk, which would run out on the deck when 
we skinned them. • • ♦ My third voyage was in 1889. I sailed 
Irom Yokohama on the Arctic^ about the latter part of January. We 
cleared under the American flag. * ♦ ♦ We entered Bering Sea 
about the 17th of May and caught about 900 seals, the most of them 
around the fishing banks just north of the Aleutian Islands. The 
majority of them were mother seals. (James Sloan.) 

The majority of seals taken in Bering Sea are cows with milk. But 
a very few yearlings are taken, and once in a while an old bull is taken. 
The male seals taken are between 2 and 4 years old. * • • I have 
taken female seals 80 miles off the Pribilof Islands that were full of 
milk. (Fred Smith.) 

Have killed cow seals that were full of milk over 40 miles from the 
Pribilof Islands. (Joshua Stickland.) 

I have never captured any cows in milk along the coast, but when 
in Bering Sea in 1889 I sealed off about 90 miles from the seal islands 
and caught cows in milk there. (John Tysum.) 

The majority of seals killed in the water are females, and all the 
females killed in Bering Sea are mothers who have left their pups on 
the rookeries and gone some distance from the island in search of food. 
(Daniel Webster.) 

Ninety-five per cent of all the seals killed in Bering Sea are females. 
(Theo. T.Williams.) 

Thousands of the female seals were captured by the pelagic hunters 
in Bering Sea during the season of 1891, the most of which had to be 
secured quite a distance from the rookeries, owing to the presence of 
armed vessels patrolling the sea for miles around the islands. That the 
slaughter of the seals was mostly of females was confirmed by the 
thousands of dead pups lying on the rookeries, starved to death by the 
destruction of their mothers. (W, H. Williams.) 

We caught a few seals in there (Bering Sea). When we first went in 
we did not see many, but after we were there awhile we saw plenty of 
them that had large breasts that were full of milk, and our catch were 
most all females. The average would be about one male to ten females. 
We killed cows in milk 150 miles from the seal islands. (John 
WoodruflEl) 

DXSTBUOTION OF FEMALE SEAJL& 

Te8iim<my of pelagio aeaiers. 

.My experience in seal hunting is that a much greater number of 
females are taken at sea than males of the fur-seal species; and of the 
females the majority are pregnant or milking. (Andrew Anderson.) 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific andBering Sea? — A. Yes; I have taken both male and female 
seals, but I suppose the greater per cent that I have taken would be 
about 90 per cent, or even more. 
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Q. What i>6rc6ntage of the skins you have taken were cowsT — ^A. 
About 90 per cent, for the simple reason that the bulls are not migra- 
tory. (George Bidl.) 

Most all the seals taken by me have been cows. I think cows sleep 
more and are more easily approached. Kever killed but seven old bulls 
on the coast of Washington in my life, but have taken a few pups every 
year. (Wilton 0. Bennett.) 

Think the msyority of the seals taken are cows. Never killed but 
two old bulls in my life. Have killed quite a number of yearling seals 
and some young males 2 or 3 years old. (Edward Benson.) 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific and Bering SeaY — ^A. Mostly females. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cowsT — ^A. 
About 80 per cent. (Daniel Glaussen.) 

From my experience, observation, and conversation with seal hunters 
I am of the opinion that fuUy 75 per cent of their catch are females. 
(Leander Gox.) 

I saw one schooner's catch examined at IJnalaska in 1889, and there 
were found a large percentage of female seals among them. (M. O. 
Erskine.) 

Of those taken probably four out of five are females. (F. F. Feeny.) 

The seals taken by them (the 0. JST. White and the Kate Manning) 
were nearly all females. (George Fogel.) 

Have never killed an old bull in my life, nor have seen one the last 
few years. (Luke Frank.) 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific and Bering Sea? — ^A. The msyority of them are females. 
Last year I killed 72, and out of the 72 there was only 3 males. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cowsY — ^A. 
About 90 to 95 per cent (Luther T. Franklin.) 

Off Gape Flattery there is hardly a dozen large males taken out of 
every thousand large seals whose skins are called first class; all the 
mides taken here are small ones. (Thomas Frazer.) 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific and Bering Seat — A. About 90 per cent of them were 
females. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cowst — A. 
About 90 per cent. (Edward W. Funcke.) 

We caught about 160 seals before entering the sea. Over 100 of them 
were cows. (John Fyfe.) 

Caught 1,500 seals on that voyage. We caught some a little ways 
from Victoria, and on the way up to Bering Sea, but the most of them, 
about 1,200, we caught in Bering Sea. I was told by the men that they 
were nearly all females, and I thought so, too, from the milk that I saw 
in their breasts when they were on the deck. I saw over a hundred 
little pups taken from the seals, which they threw overboard. (George 
Grady.) 

To the best of my knowledge and belief about seven of every ten 
seals killed in pelagic sealing are females. (W. P. Griffith.) 
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Q, What sex are the seals taken by yon or nsnally killed by hunting 
vessels in the North Pacific or Bering SeaY — A. Mostly females. The 
biggest percentage, I think, are females. 

Q. What percentage of them are cows^ — A. I couldn't tell yon. 

Q. Out of 100 seals that you would catch ordiuarily what part of 
them would be cowsY — A. I am under oath, and I could not tell you 
exactly. AJl I can say is the greater portion of them. (Oharles H, 
Hogman.) 

Think the seals taken by me have been about equally divided between 
females and males. Have taken a number of yearlings and some 2 and 
3 year old males. Have never killed an old bull. (Henry Haldane.) 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific and Bering Seat — A. Two-thirds of them are females* 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cowst — ^A. 
Two-thirds, I should say. (William Henson.) 

Q. Do you know of what sex that you have taken in the Pacific and 
Bering Seat — A. The seals that I have taken were principally females. 

Q. What percentage of them are females t — A. It is very seldom that 
you ever get hold of a male. (Gustavo Isaacman.) 

My experience has been that the sex of the seals usually killed by 
hunters employed on vessels under my command, both in the ocean and 
Bering Sea, were cows. I should say that not less than 80 per cent of 
those caught each year were of that sex. (James Kiernan.) 

We caught about 400 or 500 seals before we got to Bering Sea. I 
don't know the precise number. They were bulls and females mixed 
in, but the general run of them were females. (William Isaac.) 

Q. Of what sex are the seals taken by you or usually killed by hunt- 
ing vessels in the North Pacific or Bering Seat — ^A. Principally females. 

Q. What would be your judgment as to the percentage! Out of 100 
that you kill, how many of them would be females t — ^A. Say I would 
bring 2,000 seals in here, I may have probably about 100 males; that 
is a large average. (Alexander McLean.) 

Q. What percentage of them are cowsT Suppose you catch 100 seals, 
how many males would you have among themt — A. About 10. The 
seals killed by me were about half males and half females; have killed 
but one old bull in my life. I have killed quite a number of yearling 
seals, but never 'examined them as to sex. (Frederick Mason.) 

Q. Do you know of what sex the seals were that you have taken in 
the Pacific and Bering Sea? — A. Mostly females. 

Q. What percentage of the skins you have taken were cowst — ^A. I 
should judge about ^ per cent. (Frank Moreau.) 

I can not give the exact estimate of the sex, but I know that a large 
portion of them are females. (Niles Kelson.) 

In going up the coast to Unimak Pass we caught about 400 seals, 
mostly females with young, and put their skins on board the Dtmube^ 
an English steamboat, at Alatack Bay, and after we got into Bering 
Sea we caught 220. We had 200 at the time the lieutenant ordered us 
out of the sea, the remainder we caught after. (John Olsen.) 

We began sealing off Cape Flattery and captured about 300 seals 
along the coast, most all of which were females and yearlings. We did 
not capture over 50 males all told on this voyage. About 90 per cent 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 15 
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of aJl the seals we captured in the water were female seals. We caught 
350 seals along the coast, all of which were females excepting 20. 
(Charles Peterson.) 

The majority of seal InLled by me have been cows; have killed a few 
small males. (Showoosch.) 

From what I have been able to learn, the majority of seals taken 
around Kodiak are females. (John O. Tolman.) 

In my conversation with men engaged in seal hunting in the open 
water of the North Pacific and Bering Sea, I have not been able to get 
sufficient information to form a reliable estimate of the average number 
saved out of the total number shot nor of the percentage of females 
kiUed. As a rule, the hunters are extremely reticent about giving 
information on the subject to officers of the Government, but from the 
well-known fact that the female seal is much more easily approached 
tban the male, and sleeps more frequently on the water, and is less 
active when carrying her young, I have no doubt that the female is the 
one that is being killed by the hunter. (Francis Tuttle.) 

I believe the number they secure is small as compared with the num- 
ber they destroy. Were it males only that they killed the damage 
would be temporary, but it is mostly females that they kill in the open 
waters. (Daniel Webster.) 

I never paid any particular attention as to the exact number of or 
proportion of each sex killed in Beriug Sea, but I do know that the 
larger portion of them were females, and were mothers giving milk. 
(Michael White.) 

DEOBEASE OF SEALS. 

Opinions of white sealers. 

I have noticed a perceptible and gradual decrease in seal life for the 
past few years, and attribute it to the large number of vessels engaged 
m hunting them at sea. (Andrew Anderson.) 

In the sea, seals are much more timid and make off as fast as possible 
at the approach of a vessel, while formerly they were usually quite 
curious and would sport and play about the vessel when come up with. 
I believe this decrease and timidity is due to the indiscriminate slaughter 
of the seals by pelagic sealers. (G. F. Anderson.) 

Q. To what do you attribute the decrease? — A. I attribute the decrease 
to the indiscriminate slaughter of the seals. (George Ball.) 

I believe that the decrease in fur-seal life, which has been constant of 
late years, is due principally to the number of vessels engaged in hunt- 
ing them at sea. (J. A. Bradley.) 

Seven or eight years ago, when seals were hunted almost wholly by 
Indians with spears, a vessel hunting in the vicinity of Cape Flattery 
was sure of getting several hundred skins in about three months, from 
March to the end of May, but at the present time a vessel is doing well 
if she gets a much smaller number, because the skins bring much higher 
prices. The records of "catches" in the last three or four years will 
confirm any person who examines them in the belief that the seals are 
decreasing in the Pacific Ocean on the American side. I have no reason 
to doubt that it is the same on the Russian side. At present they are 
hunted vigorously and with better methods than formerly. The hunters 
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have had more experience and understand their habits better, bat 
notwithstanding this, the catohes are decreasing off the coast. ( William 
Brennan.) 

Seals were not as namerous in 1887 as they were in 1877, and it is my 
belief that the decrease in numbers is due to the hunting and killing of 
female seals in the water. (James L. Garthcut.) 

Have noticed that seals are becoming verv scarce on the coast the 
last few years. The cause of the scarcity of the seals, I think, is too 
many schooners in the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea and the 
indiscriminate killing of females with pup in the water. (Peter Church.) 

Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as compared 
to the previous years? — A. I think there has. (Daniel Olaussen.) 

Q. If there is a decrease, to what do you attribute M — A. To the 
killing and hunting of them by seal hunters. I think the indiscriminate 
killing of seals in Bering Sea is the cause of their scarcity along the 
coast. (John O. Clement.) 

There were not nearly as many seals to be found in 1889 as there 
were in 1888. I think the decrease is caused by the great destruction of 
females killed in the sea by the hunters. (Peter Collins.) 

I attribute this decrease [of the seals] to the terrible slaughter now 
going on in the sea. (Leander Cox.) 

There can be but one cause for the scarcity of seals, and that is the 
indiscriminate killing of them in the water, and unless that is stopped 
the seals must soon be exterminated. The sea otter, which were plenty 
on tbis coast at one time, are now scarcely seen at all, and the indis- 
criminate slaughter of them in the water has almost entirely extermi- 
nated the animal. Some few remain in the far north, but they are very 
hard to secure. (William Duncan.) 

Until hunting and killing were commenced by hunters in the open 
sea, I observed no appreciable decrease in the number arriving, which 
was about 1884. In my opinion the chasing of the seals and the shoot- 
ing of them has a tendency to frighten them and disturb them, and 
prevents their increasing as they would if they were left undisturbed 
in the waters. (M. C. Erskine.) 

The large decrease of seals in the waters of the ocean and sea must 
unquestionably be caused by the indiscriminate killing now going on by 
poaching schooners, and if not discontinued it will most certainly be a 
matter of a very few years before the seals will be exterminated. (M. 
C. Erskine.) 

The seals have most decidedly decreased in number, caused by the 
continual hunting and killing in the open sea. (F. F. Feeny.) 

I give them four years more, and if they keep on hunting them as 
they do now there will be no more seals left worth going after. I 
attribute the decrease in numbers to their being hunted so much. My 
experience is that the seal herds in the North Pacific and Bering Sea 
have been greatly depleted within the last few years by the constant 
pursuit and killing of them in the water by hunters. (George Fogel.) 

In my opinion, seals and all other fhr-bearing animals are decreasing, 
and the cause is pelagic hunting. (William Foster.) 

Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as compared 
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with previous years t — A. I have not been on the islands in the last few 
years, bat I should imagine there has been a great decrease. 

Q. To what do you attribute the decrease?-^ A. To the number of 
vessels that are up there engaged in killing seals, nearly all of which 
are females. Last year there were 72 vessels fitted out from Victoria 
alone, to say nothing of vessels that are fitted out at other places. 
(Luther T. Franklin.) 

The seals are not so numerous off Cape Flattery as they used to be 
some years ago, and it is my opinion it is owing to the constant hunting 
by so many schooners. (Thomas Erazer.) 

Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as compared 
with previous years Y — ^A. There is a decrease of about 20 or 30 per 
cent. 

Q. To what do you attribute the decrease? — A. I attribute it to their 
being overhunted. (Edward W. Funcke.) 

I am decidedly of the opinion that fur-seal life has considerably 
decreased of late years, and believe it is due principally to pelagic 
sealing. (A. J. Gould.) 

While at anchor off St. Paul Island, the pups playing about the vessel 
were very few, and while making a passage between Unalaska and 
Pribilof Islands, during the breeding season, did not see a dozen in the 
open sea during the whole trip, where formerly I met hundreds. In 
going from Unalaska to Atka and returning, during the last of May 
and the first part of June of this year (1892), I did not see a single fur 
seal in the water. I attribute this great decrease to the indiscriminate 
slaughter of the species by pelagic sealers and their wasteful methods 
of securing skins. (Charles J. Hague.) 

Q. To what do you attribute this decrease t — A. Too many in the 
business, I suppose; too many after them. 

Q. Would you attribute it to the killing of the females, and thereby 
there are not nearly as many born! — A. Certainly; it has got all to do 
with it. 

Q. Then really you attribute the decrease to the killing of the fe- 
males? — A. Yes, sir. (H. Harmsen.) 

I am decidedly of the opinion that the decrease in numbers of seals 
in the North Pacific and Bering Sea is owing to pelagic hunting, and 
that unless discontinued they will soon become so nearly extinct as to 
be worthless for commercial purposes. (J, M. Hays.) 

I think the seals are not near as plenty as a few years ago, and they 
are much more shy and harder to catch now than they were wheif I 
first went out sealing. I think this is caused by hunting them so much 
with guns. (James Hayward.) 

Q. If there is a decrease, to what do you attribute it? — ^A. To the 
amount of seal hunters and hunting that is actually going on. (Andrew 
J. Hoffman.) 

Seals have decreased very fast the last three years. The decrease is 
caused, I think, by the indiscriminate killing of seals in the water. 
(E. Hofstad.) 

Q. To what do you attribute the cause? — A. Killing off the females. 
Whale killers and sharks kill a good many. (Gustave l8aa<j8on.) 

Q. To what do you attribute the cause of this decrease? — A. The 
increase of the fleet and killing off all the females. (Frank Johnson.) 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 229 

My knowledge, being from long experience, is that the seals are 
becoming gradually scarcer in the northern waters, particularly so in 
later years. The cause of this decrease I believe to be the indiscrimi- 
nate slaughter of the mother seals. They are hunted too much, and 
hence mother seals are becoming scarcer, which, if not checked^ will 
lead to their early extermination. (James Kieman.) 

He also told me, from his own knowledge, that the Uchuckelset Indi- 
ans had a few years ago caught off the coast 1,600 seals in a season, 
and that now they could catch hardly any; that the white men's guns 
were not only destroying the seals, but driving them farther from the 
coast. (Francis E. King-Hall.) 

In my opinion, fur-seal life has not only enormously decreased in 
numbers since 1886, but it has become greatly scattered and grown 
wilder and more timid, forsaking many places where they were formerly 
to be found at certain seasons of the year engaged in feeding. This I 
attribute to the large number of vessels engaged in killing fur seals 
indiscriminately at sea. (James E. Lennan.) 

If they keep on hunting them in Bering Sea and the North Pacific in 
the same way they hav-e done in the last few years, they will exterminate 
them in the same way, because most all the seals killed are females. 
The jtf>ung ones will all die, and every female seal you shoot makes the 
killing of two, because after the seal has given birth to her young the 
pup will starve to death on the land, or when you shoot them in the 
water they may have a pup inside. (Caleb Lindahl.) 

I have observed a very great decrease in fur-seal life since 1885, and 
believe it is almost entirely due to the large numbers of vessels engaged 
in pelagic sealing. (E. W. Littlejohn.) 

The seals are much less plentiful the last year I sealed than the first. 
I attribute this decrease to the hunting of them in the water and the 
increased number of boats and men engaged in the business in the last 
few years. (William H. Long.) 

Q. Has there been any decrease in the quantity of seals as compared 
to previous years?— A. There has been a decrease. 

Q. To what do you attribute the decrease? — ^A. To the hunting of 
the seals in Bering Sea. (Charles Lutjens.) 

There can be but one reason for the decrease, and that is they are 
hunted too much in the open waters. (J. D. McDonald.) 

There were not as many seals in 1890 as there were in, 1889. I think 
there are so many boats and hunters out after them that they are being 
killed off. They are hunted too much. (William Mclsaac.) 

There were not as many seals as formerly. Have noticed the decrease 
in the last three years; caused, I think, by the indiscriminate killing of 
female seal. (James McKeen.) 

I was also cod fishing in 1884. There were a great many more seals 
in the water then than there were in 1889. In 1884, when we were cod 
fishing, we met the steam whaler Thrasher^ and I heard the captain 
remark that it was a damned shame the way they were killing the female 
seals in Bering Sea. (William McLaughlin.) 

Q. To what do you attribute this decrease? — A. I think this is on 
account of killing those female seals when they have pups, and the 
bnsiness is getting so that so many vessels are going into it, and they 
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are killing those paps off. A seal has not got a chance to go to work 
and increase. 
Q. The mother seals f — ^A. Yes, sir. (Alexander McLean.) 

Q. Have you noticed any decrease in the quantity of animals in the 
last few years ^ — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. To wliat do you attribute the cause t — ^A. Killing off the females. 
(Daniel McLean.) 

I have given up the sealing business because the slaughtering of the 
female seals is making them so scarce that it does not pay. (James 

Maloy.) 

I think seals are not as plentiful as they used to be; caused, I think, 
by the indiscriminate killing of temales with pup. (G. E. Miner.) 

Q. To what do you attribute that decrease? — ^A. From the killing of 
seals, both by hunters and others. (Frank Moreau.) 

Deponent further says that he thinks that the decrease in the num- 
ber of seals found in the rookeries and the increase in the number of 
dead pups are caused directly by the open sealing in the sea, commonly 
called poaching. (T. F. Morgan.) 

I am not able to say whether the seal herd is decreasing, bu|^it is 
reasonable to suppose tliat where they are hunted and harassed at all 
times by so many hunters they are sure to be driven from their usual 
haunts, if not totally destroyed. (Nelson T. Oliver.) 

Seals were not as plentiful in 1886 as they were in 1885. I think the 
principal cause of that decrease is on account of killing the females in 
the water, and also through their getting shy by being chased by the 
boats. (Niles Kelson.) 

Since the use of rifles and shotguns has become common seals are 
much less in numbers and are more shy and timid. (William Parker.) 

Seals are not near as plentiful as when I went out in 1888, and I 
believe the decrease is due to their being hunted so much with shot- 
guns and rifles. (Edwin P. Porter.) 

I know that the seals are rapidly decreasing, and I believe it is caused 
by killing females in the water. (Adolphus Sayers.) 

I took very great interest in the seals, because I used to hunt them 
myself, and I noticed a great decr^se in the number of seals from what 
there was formerly, when I was on sealing voyages. It was, in fact, so 
marked that I called the captain's attention to it, saying that we had 
seen very few seals. They have been getting scarcer every year since 
I have been going to Bering Sea, and if something is not done right 
away to protect them there will be no more seals in these waters. I 
know as a fact that they are killing them indiscriminately, and all the 
hunters care about it is to get a skin. I know something about it, as I 
have been sailing from this coast up along those waters for nineteen 
years, and, as I said before, I paid particular attention to them, and I 
firmly believe if they allow the killing in the sea to go on as they are 
now doing it will only be a question of a few years before there wiU not 
be enough to pay anyone to hunt them. (James Sloan.) 

I think the seals are decreasing in number all the time, because there 
are more vessels out hunting after them and are killing off the female 
seals. (Gyrus Stephens.) 
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Q. If there is a decrease, to wliat do yoa attribute itf — ^A. On 
account of so much extermination and hunting by the seal hunters. 
(Gustave Sundvall.) 

I have heard that seal have been decreasing the last few years; caused, 
I think, by pelagic sealing. (W. Thomas.) 

The decrease, I think, is caused by the indiscriminate killing of 
female seals. (Budolph w alton.) 

From what I knctw seals have been decreasing very fast in recent 
years. Think the decrease is caused by the indiscriminate killing in 
the I^orth Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. (P. S. Weittenhiller.) 

My experience is that the seals have been decreasing in numbers for 
the last six or seven years, and within the past two or three ye&js very 
rapidly, owing to the indiscriminate killing of them by pelagic hunters 
and vessels engaged in that business in the waters of the North Pacific 
and Bering Sea. (Michael White.) 

INOBEASE OF SEALINO FLEET. 

Pelagic sealing as an industry is of recent origin and may be said to 
date from 1879. In 1880, according to the official report of the Gana- 
dian minister of marine and fisheries, 7 vessels and 213 men were 
engaged in pelagic sealing in the North Pacific, securing 13,600 skins, 
valued at $103,200. The same authority states that in 1886 20 vessels 
and 459 men secured 38,907 skins, valued at $389,070. In 1891 the 
number of United States and Ganadian vessels had increased to over 
100; upward of 2,000 men were engaged, and more than 62,000 skins 
were secured. (Bieport of American commissioners.) 

The number of seal skins actually recorded as sold as a result of 
pelagic sealing is shown in the following table: 



Ytta. 


l^mnber. 


Year. 


Ifnmber. 


Year. 


Number. 
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187a 


1,029 


1877 


6,700 
0.593 
12,500 
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83,800 
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4,040 
1,646 
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1884 


1889 


40,998 
48,519 
62,600 


1876 


1880 


1885 


1890 


1876 


1881 


1886..... 


1891 











a Knmber estimated Arom Talne given. 

One reason for deponent's opinion that the total number of seals in 
the Pacific and Bering Sea has diminished very rapidly is the fact — 
which deponent knows from the fact that he buys so large a portion of 
the poachers' catch — ^that there are now engaged in what is called 
^^poaching" about 80 vessels, and that about five years ago not more 
than 10 vessels were engaged in poaching; that the total number of 
skins brought in by the whole 80 vessels is now not very much greater 
than the number brought in five years by 10 vessels. The poaching 
vessels a few years ago have been known to get as many as 3,000 or 
4,000 skins, and deponent has bought 4,000 skins from one vessel, 
whereas no poaching vessel now gets more than a few hundred with 
the same size crew. One vessel last year sailing from Victoria made 
a catch of 1,900 skins, but this is now an altogether exceptional catch, 
and this vessel had a crew twice as large as poaching vessels for- 
merly carried, and was equipped with from 12 to 15 boats instead of 6 
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or 6. One or two other poaching vessels also made large catches — ^that 
is, over 1,200 skins — bnt the average catch of the poaching vessels is 
not more than a few hundred each. This is true, although the poach- 
ing vessels are now equipped with much more experienced shooters, 
with better rifles, and with better boats than any of the vessels had 
five years ago. Many of the poaching vessels now have boats pointed 
at both ends, so that they can go backward and forward with equal 
ease; the old poacher only had ordinary ships' boats. Deponent 
knows this to be true because he has seen the boats and talked with 
the captains of the schooners about them. (Herman Liebes.) 

I never saw many sealing schooners before 1884, but they have been 
coming more and more every year since, and I notice that as the schoon- 
ers multiply in the sea the seals decrease on the rookeries. (Aggei 
Kushen.) 

From 1885 to the present time the fleet of predatory vessels has con- 
stantly increased in proportion as the seal herd has decreased on the 
rookeries. • * • A very noticeable decrease in the herd commenced, 
as I have already pointed out, in 1886, and was coincident in time and 
proportionate in extent with the number of seals destroyed in the water. 
The business of pelagic sealing in Bering Sea first assumed consider- 
able proportions in 1884, and in that year dead pup seals first became 
numerous enough upon the rookeries to excite remark upon the islands. 
As the sealing fleet increased the starved animals became more numer- 
ous. In 1887 fourteen vessels were seized for illegal sealing, and the 
efiect was seen in the following year, when a much less number engaged 
in the business and the Bering Sea catch amounted, as I am informed, 
to about 34,000 skins against about 19,000 or 20,000 in 1888. The failure 
of the United States Government to vigorously pursue in 1888 and the 
following years the repressive i>olicy so auspiciously begun in 1887, led 
to a large increase of the sealing fleet and corresponding destruction of 
the herd, but the prohibition of pelagic sealing nevertheless continued, 
and the usual proclamation was published by the Government warning 
all parties not to kill seals in Bering Sea or waters adjacent to the 
Alaskan coast. (H. H. Mclntyre.) 

Up to 1883 and 1884 it was only an occasional venturesome vessel 
that came around and secured a few hundred skins and thought itself 
lucky and cleared out, but since that time not even the smallest crafb 
is satisfied unless it secures its thousands of pelts regardless of sex. 
(W. S. Hereford.) 

While in Bering Sea during the summer of 1869 I never saw a vessel 
sealing about the islands or anywhere in the sea, nor did I hear any 
report of the presence of such sealing vessels in those waters. (J. A. 
Henriques.) 

I do not know of any sealing schooner that went to Bering Sea untH 
Oaptain McLean went there about nine years ago in the Favorite. 
(William Parker.) 

Q. What effect, in your opinion, does the increase in the number ol 
poaching vessels in Bering Sea nave upon seal lifeY — A. Since the 
number of sealing vessels has increased the number of seals coming to 
the islands has correspondingly decreased. • • ♦ In 1884 the seal- 
ing schooners became numerous. I believe there were about 30 in the 
sea that year, and they have increased very rapidly every year since, 
untU now there are said to be about 120. (J. 0. Bedpath.) 
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I first went oat in 1886, in the schooner City of San DiegOy chartered 
by myself and others, and my catch for that year was between 2,300 
and 2,400 seals. Of that number about 1,900 were caught in Bering 
Sea. There were but very few vessels sealing at that time. (Michad 

White.) 

DEOBEASB OF SEALS— PELAaiO SEALING THE SOLE OATJSB. 

Opinions of Indi€m hunters. 

Fur seals were formerly much more plentiful, however, but of late 
years are becoming constantly scarcer. This is, we think, owing to the 
number of vessels engaged in hunting them at sea. (John AlexandrofEl) 

Fur seals were formerly observed in this neighborhood in great num- 
bers, but of late years they have been constantly diminishing, owing 
to the large number of sealing vessels engaged in hunting and killing 
them. (Nicoli Apokchee.) 

I have noticed that seal have decreased very rapidly in the last three 
years, owing to too many schooners engaged in sealing along the 
coast of Alaska and Bering Sea. (Adam Ayonkee.) 

The seal are not near as plentiful as they used to be. The cause of 
the decrease is, I think, tioo many schooners hunting them off Prince 
of Wales Island and around Dixons Entrance. (Maurice Bates.) 

Seal are not as plentiful on the coast as they used to ba They have 
been decreasing very fast the last few years. I think this is caused by 
the indiscriminate killing in the water. (Wilton 0. Bennett.) 

Seal are getting very scarce. I think the cause of the scarcity is too 
many people hunting seal. (Edward Benson.) 

Seals were very plenty in the straits and around the cape until about 
six years ago, when the white hunters came in schooners and with shot- 
guns and commenced to kill them all off, and now there is none in the 
straits and we can not get but one or two where we used to get eight or 
ten. They are very shy and wild, and are decreasing very rapidly. 
(Bowa-chup.) 

White hunters came here about five or six years ago and commenced 
shooting the seals with guns, since which time they have been rapidly 
decreasing and are becoming very wild. When we hunt seals with 
spears we creep upon them while asleep on the water and spear them. 
A few years ago my people would catch from 8,000 to 10,000 each year; 
now we get only about 1,000 or less. • • • Seals used to be very 
numerous along the coast about Gape Flattery, and no decrease was 
ever noticed in their numbers until soon after the white hunters came 
around here — about seven years ago — and commenced shooting them. 
Since that time tibiey have decreased fast and have become very shy. 
(Peter Brown.) 

They were formerly much more plentiful than now, which is owing, 
we believe, to the number of vessels engaged in killing them at sea. 
(Ivan Canetak.) 

Tears ago seals were very plentiful from 5 to 10 miles from the shore. 
I could see them all around in bunches of from 10 to 20 each, but since 
the white man has commenced to kill them with the rifie and shotgun 
(in the last five or six years) they have decreased very rapidly. (Charlie.) 
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Pur seals have decreased very rapidly during the last five years, and 
we believe it is due to the large number of vessels engaged in hunting 
them at sea. (Vassili Chichinoff.) 

Have noticed the seal are decreasing very fast the last four years; 
too many schooners are hunting them in the open waters of the Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea. (Ghin-koo-tin.) 

The last five years fur seal has been growing very scarce, and it is 
hard to get any now. There are too many white men with schooners 
hunting them off Dixons Entrance, and unless it is stopped the seal 
willbe all gone. (William Clark.) 

Seals are now very scarce and wild along the coast I believe the 
cause of this is that white hunters have been hunting them so much 
with guns. (James Glaplanhoo.) 

Seals used to be very plentiful, and I never noticed any decrease in 
their number until white hunters commenced coming here and killing 
them with guns, about six or seven years ago; since that they have 
decreased very rapidly and have got very shy. Our tribe used to 
have no difficulty in catching 8,000 to 10,000 seals and now we can 
not get a thousand. (Circus Jim.) 

I have been out sealing on the coast this spring in a schooner that 
carried 10 canoes, with two hunters to each canoe. We were out three 
days and caught 5 seals. If we had been out that long six or eight 
years ago with the same crew we would have taken between 60 and 100 
seals. Seals are wild and shy now, and have become very scarce. I 
think the reason for this is that they have been hunted so much by 
white hunters who use firearms. (Jeff. Davis.) 

Some years ago the fur seal were plenty off the islands, but since the 
schooners have hunted them they are nearly all gone, and it is hard for 
the Indians of this village to get any. (Eshon.) 

Seals are not so plentiful as they were a few years ago. They began 
to decrease about five or six years ago. A good many years ago I i^ed 
to capture seals in the Straits of San Juan de Puca, but of late years, 
since so many schooners and whito men have come around here shoot- 
ing with guns, only a few come in here and we do not hunt in tlie 
Straits any more. I used to catch 40 or 50 seals in one day, and now 
if I get 6 or 7 I would have great luck. I have to go a long distxince 
to get seals now. Seals are wild and afraid of an Indian. They have 
become so since the white men and the trader began to shoot them with 
shotguns and rifles. In a short time there will be no seals left for the 
Indian to kill with a spear. (EUabush.) 

Pur seals were formerly much more numerous than of late years, and 
are each year becoming constantly scarcer. I believe this decrease is 
due to the number of vessels which are engaged in hunting them at 
sea. (Vassili Peodor.) 

When I was a young man there were lots of seals around Queen 
Charlotte Islands, but now they have become scarce. The last few 
times I was out after them I did not see a seal. They have been grow- 
ing scarcer every year since the white man began hunting them in 
schooners. (Prank.) 

Pur seal are not as plenty as they used to be, and it is hard for the 
Indians to catch any. I think there are too many white men in 
schooners hunting seals around Dixons Entrance. (Chief Frank.) 
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Since the white men have been hnntinfi: the seal with schooners they 
have become very scarce^ and it is hard for the Indians to get any in 
their canoes. (Luke Frank.) 

Seal have decreased on the coast very fast the last fonr years. The 
reason of the decrease is too much hunting and indiscriminate killing. 
(Chad George.) 

The seal are becoming very scarce, caused, I think, by the white men 
hunting them too much. (Charles Gibson.) 

Seal are becoming very scarce this last three or four years, and Indian 
hunters can hardly kill them now. Too many schooners are hunting 
seal, and Indian hunters have to go a long way in their canoes in order 
to get any, and they seldom kill one. (Gonastut.) 

Have noticed that seals are decreasing the last four years, caused, I 
think, by too many white men hunting seal in the waters of the Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea. (James Gondowen.) 

Fur seals have decreased in numbers of late years, and we believe it 
is due principally to the large number of vessels hunting them at sea. 
(Nicoli Gregoroff.) 

The seal are not nearly as plentiful as they once were, and I think 
they are hunted too much by schooners. (Henry Haldane.) 

Seals are not as plentiful now as they were before white men com- 
menced hunting them with guns around here some six or seven years 
ago. They are more shy now and it is much more difficult for the hunt- 
ers to creep up and spear them than it was a few years ago. (Alfred 
Irving.) 

Years ago we could see seals all over the Water. They are not so 
plentiful now. They have been growing less and less ever since the 
white man came in and began to hunt them with guns, about six or 
seven years ago, and so many vessels went into the business. (Ishka.) 

My idea is that there are too many camp fires around on the coast of 
Alaska that scare the seals out to sea. The seal smell the smoke and 
wont come near the land ; and there are a large number of people shoot- 
ing seal, which scares them away also. (Jack Johnson.) 

There are too many schooners hunting seal off Prince of Wales 
Island, and it is hard for Indians to get any in canoes. (Johnnie 
Johntin.) 

Have noticed that seal are decreasing very fast the last few years 
along the coast, caused, I think, by pelagic sealing. • • • Think 
the seals are most all killed by the pelagic seal hunters in the waters of 
the North Pacific Ocean so far from the land that the Indians have no 
chance to get any in canoes, as they only go a short distance from the 
shore. (P. Kahiliday.) 

Do not know why the number of the fur seal seen about these islands 
are now less than in former years. (Samuel Kahooroff.) 

I think the seal are about as plentiful along this coast, but much more 
scarce farther west. The cause of this scarcity is too much pelagic 
hunting. (Philip Kashevarofif.) 

When I was a young man the seal were very plentiful around here, 
but since the schooners began hunting them they have become very 
scarce. The white hunter destroyed the sea otter and will soon destroy 
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the seaL I don't like to see the schooners around here hunting seaL 
for they kill everything they see, and unless they are stopped the seal 
will soon be gone. The sea otter is already gone. (King Eashwa.) 

Seals have been growing scarcer the last five years, since the white 
man began hunting them with schooners, and if they are not stopped 
the seal will soon be all gone. (Jim Kasooh). 

Seals have decreased very rapidly along this coast in the last three 
or four years. The decrease is caused, I think, by schooners using 
shotguns and rifles and killing mostly female seals. (Mike Kethusduck.) 

The reason of the scarcity is, I think, that there are too many white 
hunters sealing in the open waters. (Kinkooga.) 

Seal are becoming very scarce on the coast. The reason they are 
becoming so scarce is that hunters shoot them with guns and kill cows 
with pup. (O. Klananeck.) 

Seal used to be plentiful, but now they are nearly all gone. They 
are too much hunted by the white men with schooners. (James Elo- 
nacket.) 

Seal have become very scarce the last three years, and what few there 
are are very wild and bard to get at. I think the reason that seal have 
become scarce is that they are hunted too much, and too many females 
killed with pup. (Robert Kooko.) 

Have noticed that seal are decreasing very fast the last few years. 
I think the cause of the decrease is that there are too many schooners 
hunting seal in Bering Sea and along the Korth Pacific Coast. (John 
Kowineet.) 

Seal are not as plentifiiil as in former years; have noticed the decrease 
in the last three or four years. Think the cause of the decrease is the 
great number of schooners sealing in the If orth Pacific Ocean and Ber- 
ing Sea. (George Lacheek.) 

Seals are not nearly so plentiftd now as they used to be. About seven 
years ago white men commenced to hunt seals in this vicinity with guns, 
since which time they have been decreasing in numbers, and have 
become wild and hard to catch. • • • Seals are not so plentiful 
and are more shy than they used to be, and are more difficult to catch, 
because they have been hunted so much for the last five or six years 
with guns. (James Lighthouse.) 

White hunters in numbers commenced to hunt them around Oape 
Flattery with guns about six years ago, and since that time the seals 
have decreased very rapidly. (Thomas Lowe.) 

Since the white man with schooners has been hunting seal they have 
been growing scarcer every year, and unless they are stopped the seal 
will soon be all gone. The Indians now have to go a long way and 
suffer great hardships in order to get any. (Charles Martin.) 

After careful inquiry among our oldest people and weighing my own 
experience and observations, I believe the decrease of the Alaskan Air 
seal is due altogether to pelagic hunting. (S. Melovidov.) 

Since the schooners have commenced to hunt seal they are becoming 
very scarce, and the Indians have to go a long ways to get the few that 
they do. (Matthew Morris.) 

Tears ago seals were much more plentiful than they are now, and I 
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conld dee them all around in bunches on the water, bat since the white 
man came here and commenced to kill them with the rifle and the shot- 
gun, within the last five or six years, they have rapidly decreased in 
number. (Moses.) 

When I was a young man seals were very plentiful oflF Prince of 
Wales Island and Dixons Entrance, but since the schooners have 
begun hunting seals they have become very scarce, and Indians now are 
obliged to go a long ways to kill any, and sometimes they will hunt for 
days without getting a seal. (Kashtau.) 

Since the white men with schooners began to hunt seals, the last five 
or six years, seals have become very scarce, and it is hard for the Indians 
to get any now. They have to go a long way and hunt a long time in 
order to get one or two seals. (Smith Natch.) 

The last four or five years seals have been growing scarcer every 
year, owing, I think, to too many white men hunting seals in schooners 
off Queen Charlotte Islands and in Dixons. (Dan Nathlan.) 

I think the reason of the seal becoming so scarce every year is that 
there are too many white men hunting seal in Bering Sea and the Pacific 
Ocean and it should be stopped. (Nechantake.) 

Seals are not near as plenty as they used to be; too many hunters are 
catching them and indiscriminately killing them. (James Neishkaith.) 

When I was a young man seals were much more plentiful than they 
are now. The last three years, since the schooners began hunting seals, 
they have become very scarce, and it is hard for the Indians to get any 
now. This year they have kiUed but two. (Nikla-ah.) 

The Indian fdr-seal hunters of my people all tell me that the fur seal 
are becoming very scarce; too many white men are killing them all the 
time, and they kill cows with pup, as well as other kinds. I am the 
chief of my people, and they aU tell me what they know. (Peter Olsen.) 

Seal are getting very scarce along the coast: cause of the scarcity 
is, I think, too many schooners hunting them off Prince of Wales Island. 
(Abel Eyan.) 

Since the schooners have hunted seal off the Prince of Wales Island 
the seals have become scarce, and it is hard for the Indians to get any 
in canoes. In former times they used to get plenty. (Jack Shucky.) 

The disappearance of the fhr seal is due to the killing by pelagic 
seal hunters, who appear in large numbers off this part of the coast; 
and the scarcity of the fur seals- is in proportion to the number of ves- 
sels engaged in seal hunting. (Alex. Shyha.) 

Seal have become very scarce the last few years. Too many white 
men are engaged in killing seal. (Martin Singay.) 

Have noticed a large decrease in seal in the last three years, caused, 
I think, by pelagic sealing in Bering Sea and the North Pacifle Ocean. 
(Jack Sitka.) 

Since the white men have been hunting with schooners they have 
become very scarce, and Indians are obliged to go a long way and stop 
away from home a long time in order to get any, and after being away 
there four or five days they frequently return without kUling one seal, 
they have become so scarce. (Thomas Skowl.) 

There are no seal left now; they are most all killed off. The last ten 
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years the seal have been decreasing very fast — ever since the white men 
with schooners began to hnnt them. (George Sknltka.) 

Seal have been growing scarce along the coast the last fonr years. 
Think there are too many schooners engaged in sealing in the Korth 
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. (M. Thikahdaynahkee.) 

Have noticed a large decrease the last fonr years. I think that 
pelagic sealing in Bering Sea is the canse of the seal becoming scarce 
aloDg the coast. (Charlie Tlaksatan.) 

Have heard all the Indians of different tribes say that seal are becom- 
ing very scarce in the last three or fonr years. They also say that unless 
the schooners are stopped from sealing in Bering Sea and the North 
Pacific Ocean the seal will all be gone, and none will be left for the 
Indians or anyone else. The seal have become so scarce of late years 
that I don't know much about them. (Twongkwak.) 

During the last five or six years seals have decreased in numbers 
very rapidly. A great many of the white men are poor hunters and 
lose a great many of the seals that they shoot. They shoot, and shoot, 
and shoot, and don't get any seals, and that makes tbem wild, so that 
an Indian can't get near them with a spear. (John Tysum.) 

Have noticed the seal have been decreasing along the coast the last 
four years. Think the cause of the decrease is that there are too many 
schooners engaged in pelagic sealing in Bering Sea. (James Unatajim.) 

Last year was a very bad season. The Indians think scarcity of seals 
is due to the method of hunting them adopted by the whites, by which 
the seals are scared away. (Francis Yerbeke.) 

Have noticed the seal are decreasing very fast, particularly the last 
four years, caused by the indiscriminate killing of seal in the waters of 
the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea. (Oharlie Wank.) 

So many schooners and white men are hunting them with guns all 
along the coast that they are getting all killed off. (Watkins.) 

Formerly the Indians hunted them for food, but nowadays white men 
and Indians hunt them for their fur, and they are rapidly diminishing 
in number. (Weckenunesch.) 

Seals were always plenty in the Straits of San Juan de Fuca and 
along the coast until the white hunter came here and commenced shoot* 
ing them some six or eight years ago; since that time they have 
decreased very rapidly. (Charley White.) 

Seals are becoming very scarce since the white men began hunting 
them in schooners. (Billy Williams.) 

Seals have become scarce the last three or four years, and the cause 
of it is, I think, the indiscriminate killing of seals in the water. (Fred 
Wilson.) 

Seals are not near so plenty as they were seven br eight years ago. 
I think the cause of this is that they have been hunted so much by 
white hunters, who use shotguns and rifles. ( Wispoo.) 

Have noticed the seal are decreasing very fast, owing to so many 
schooners hunting seals in the waters of the Korth Pacific Ocean and 
Bering Sea. (Michael Wooskort.) 

The seal, like the sea otter, are becoming very scarce. I think if the 
schooners were prohibited from taking seal in Bering Sea and along the 
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ooast of Alaska the seal wonld become plentiful and the Indians conld 
kill them once more in canoes. (Yahkah.) 

Since the white men with schooners began to hunt seal off Prince of 
Wales Island the seal have become very scarce, and nnless they are 
stopped from hunting seal they will soon be all gone. If the white men 
are permitted to hunt seal much longer the &r seal will become as 
scarce as the sea otter, which were quite plenty around Dixons 
Entrance when I was a boy. The Indians are obliged to go a long way 
for seal now and often return after two or three days' hunt without 
taking any. (Hastings Yethnow.) 

Seal have been decreasing very rapidly the last few years, and it is 
hard for our people to get them. There are too many white men hunt- 
ing them with schooners off Prince of Wales Island. (Paul Young.) 

Since the white man began to hunt seal they are becoming very 
scarce. (Walter Young.) 

Within the last five or six years seals have decreased in number very 
fast and are becoming very shy, and it is difficult to creep upon them 
and hit them with the spear. Years ago the heads of seals along the 
coast would stick up out of the water almost as thick as the stars in 
the heavens, but since the white men with so many schooners have 
eome and began to shoot and kill them with the guns they have become 
very scarce. (Hish YuUa.) 

If so many white hunters keep hunting the seal with shotguns as 
they do now it will be but a short time before they will be all gone. 
(Thomas Zolnoks.) 

DECREASE OF SEALS — BESI7LTS OF INDISOBIMINATB SLAUGHTEB. 

It is impossible to distinguish the sex of a seal in the water, unless 
it is an old bull. I am unable to state anything as to the proportion 
of females taken, but the seal hunter shoots every kind of seal he sees. 
(0. A. Abbey.) 

I can not tell the difference between the male and female seal while 
in the water, except it be an old bull. (Peter Brown.) 

I shoot all seal that come near the canoe and use no discrimination, as I 
can not distingaish a young bull from a cow in the water. All hunters 
shoot everything that comes near their boats. (Akatoo.) 

No discrimination is or can be used; everything is game that comes 
within range of the hunter's weapon. (A. B. Alexander.) 

It is impossible to distinguish the male from the female at a distance 
in the water. (H. Andricius.) 

It is impossible to distinguish sex when the seals are swimming, and 
killing is indiscriminate. (Charles Avery.) 

The sex of seal can not be told in the water. I shoot everything that 
comes near the boat. (Adam Ayonkee.) 

I used no discrimination, but killed everything that came near the 
boat in shape of a seal. Never stopped to ask if it is female or not. A 
few old bulls have been taken by me. (Johnny Baronovitch.) 

Everything that comes near the boat in the shape of a seal is shot) 
regardless of sex. (Maurice Bates.) 
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The sex of the seal can not be told in the water j I shoot everything 
that comes near the boat. (Wilton 0. Bennett) 

We kill everything that comes near the boat, and nse no discrimina- 
tion, but shoot them regardless of sex. (Edward Benson.) 

We kill everything regardless of sex; the sex of the seal can not be 
told in the waters. (Martin Benson.) 

It is almost impossible to distingaish the female seals from the male 
in the water unless it is an old bull. (Bernhardt Bleidner.) 

It is not possible to make any distinction between males (other than 
lai'ge bulls) and females of the fur-seal species at sea and there is none 
attempted. Full-powered bulls are, however, readily recognized at sea 
by their much larger size and darker fur; they are seldom taken, their 
pelts being comparatively valueless. The slaughter is therefore indis- 
criminate, the object being to secure all the skins possible. (J. A. 
Bradley.) 

We used to shoot at anything we ran across, and got about a third 
of what we killed or wounded. I do not know how many miles off the 
seal islands we were when we caught them, as I did not know the dis- 
tances. (Thomas Bradley.) 

It is not easy to tell a bull from a cow or either from a year-old pup 
when they are in the water, and the hunters must shoot at all the seals 
they see. If they get them they are fortunate, for at the best many 
are lost. Some hunters rarely miss a seal they fire at^ but many are 
wounded, and a seal with a charge of bullets and buckshot in him must 
be in very vigorous health to recover. Some hunters never miss a seal 
during the season, but if others get one out of four they wound they 
are doing well. (William Brennan.) 

It is practically impossible to distinguish the age or sex of seals in 
the water while approaching them while at a reasonable gunshot dis- 
tance from them, excepting in the case of old bulls. (Henry Brown.) 

Use no discrimination, but kill all seal that come near the boat. 
The best way to shoot seal to secure them is to shoot them in the back 
of the head when they are asleep with their noses in the water. (Peter 
Brown.) 

I can not distinguish male seals from female at ^ distance in the 
water, unless it be an old bull with a long wig. (Landis Oallapa.) 

I can not distinguish male seals from female in the water except in 
the case of an old bull, which is told by its size. Use no discrimination, 
but kill everything in the shape of a seal that comes near the boat. 
(Oharles Gampbell.) 

There is no way of distinguishing the sex of fur seals (except large 
bulls) in the water at sea, nor do hunters ever make any effort to 
do so, but, on the tontrary, kill all seals they can indiscriminately. 
(Yassili Ghichinoff.) 

Sex of the seal can not be told in the water unless it be an old bulL 
All seal are shot that come near the boat, regardless of sex. (Simeon 
Ohin-koo-tin.) 

It is impossible to distinguish the sex of the fur seal in the water at 
sea, and no effort was made to do so. We killed all fiir seals indis- 
criminately. (Julins Ohristiansen.) 
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The sex of the seal can not be distingnished in the water. I shoot 
everything that comes near enough. (Peter Church.) 

I am unable to tell a male seal from a female while in the water, 
unless it be an old bull with a long wig. (James Glaplanhoo.) 

The sex can not be told in the water, and all are shot that come near 
the boat. Ko discrimination is used 3 hunters kill everything they see. 
(John 0. Clement) 

In pelagic sealing no distinction is made by hunters as to the sex of 
the seals, the killing being done indiscriminately. It is not possible to 
distinguish between the male and female seals at sea, even if a hunter 
so desired, and this is the reason why pelagic sealing will soon result 
in the total extermination of the species. (M. Cohen.) 

The hunters will kill any seals that come along, it being Impossible to 
tell the sex in the water. (Peter Collins.) 

All seal are killed that come near the canoe, whether it is male or 
female; I make no difference. In former years there were lots of seal, 
but now there are very few. Too many schooners hunting them all tlie 
time in the water, killing the mother seals as well as others. (Charlie 
Dahtlin.) 

We tried to shoot them while asleep, but shot all that came in our 
way. (Alfred Dardean.) 

Use no discrimination in killing seal, but shoot everything that 
comes near the boat in the shape of a seal. Hunters shoot seal in the 
most exposed part of the body. (George Dishow.) 

I can not tell the sex of the seal in the water. (Peter Duffy.) 

I never examine them to know Aether they are male or female seal. 
I can not tell the difference in the water, and shoot everything without 
knowing whether they are male or female. (Echon.) 

While there is some difference in the appearance of the female and 
old male seals, I do not think it would be possible for the hunters to 
tell that difference in the sea at any great distance. (M. C. Erskiue.) 

Everything in shape of seal that comes near the boat is killed. 
(Chief Frank.) 

I can not tell the sex of a seal in the water; use no discrimination, 
but kill everything that comes near the boat. (Luke Frank.) 

There is no way by which hunters can distinguish sex while the seals 
are in the water, nor do we aim to do so; the killing is always done in 
an indiscriminate way. (Thomas Frazer.) 

I could not tell whether a seal was a male or female while it was in 
the water, unless it was an old bull. (William Frazer.) 

There is no way that I know of to distinguish the sex of a seal when 
it is in the water. No attempt is made to discriminate the sex so a« to 
kill only males. (P. F. Feeny.) 

Can not distinguish the sex of seal in the water, but spear every- 
thing that comes near the boat, regardless of sex. (Chad. George.) 

I have never examined the seal as to sex. I shoot everything that 
comes near the boat, and use no discrimination whatever. (Charles 
Gibson.) 

H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 16 
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I kill everything that comes near the boat, and nse no discrimination, 
as the sex can not be told in the water, except it be an old bull, which 
is told by its size. (Gonastat.) 

Can not distinguish sex of seal in the water. Hanters use no dis- 
crimination, and kill everything that comes near the boat. (James 
Gondowen.) 

We have no way of distingaishing for seals in the water at sea as to 
whether males or females, and do not try to do so, but kill all we can 
indiscriminately. (Mcoli Gregoroffl) 

Every seal is shot that comes near the boat, regardless of sex; hunt- 
ers use no discrimination. (James GrifBn.) 

Among all other fur seals at sea no distinction is possible, and none is 
attempt^. The killing is indiscriminate, the object being to secure 
all the pelts possible. Bulls are, however, readily recognized at sea by 
their larger size and darker for. (A. J. Gould.) 

I always shoot everything that comes near the boat; can not tell the 
sex in the water. (Henry Haldane.) 

I use no discrimination in sealing, but shoot everything that comes 
near the boat^ regardless of sex. (Martin Hannon.) 

I can't tell a male from a female while in the water at a distance. 
(James Harrison.) 

My experience has been that the vessels employed in hunting seals 
shoot, indiscriminately, pups, male and female seals, regardless of age 
or sex; and even should sealers wish to discriminate in the killing it 
would not be possible for them to do so. My study of them in a long 
experience has not enabled me to positively distinguish the sex of a 
seal while in the water. It is the custom to pay seal hunters per skins 
taken; hence it is the object of the hunters to secure as many as pos- 
sible, without reference to sex, age, or condition. While hunting they 
use small rowboats, with two or three men in each boat armed with 
shotgun and rifle, chiefly the former, and it would be simply impossi- 
ble for the master or owners, even should they desire it, to supervise 
ten or a dozen hunters as to the killing of any particular sex or kind. 
(M. A. Healy.) 

It is difficult to tell the sex of a seal which you shoot at in the water; 
but you can tell an old seal from a young seal. (William Hermann.) 

It is impossible to distinguish positively between females and males 
(other than large bulls) in the water at sea^ and no effort is made to do 
so. Full-i>owered bulls are readily recognized by their great bulk and 
darker for. The killing of the frur seals is therefore absolutely indis- 
criminate, as the object is to secure all the skins possible, irrespective 
of sex, age, or condition. (Norman Hodgson.) 

Hunters use no discrimination in shooting seal, but kill everything 
that comes near the boat. They could not discriminate if they wanted 
to, as the sex can not be told in the water. (O. Holm.) 

Everything in the shape of a seal that comes near the boat is killed. 
(Jack Johnson.) 

i am unable to distinguish a male seal from a female seal at a distance 
in the water. (Selwish Johnson.) 

I shoot everything in the shape of a seal that comes near the boat, 
and use no discrimination. (Johnnie Johntin.) 
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The sex of fhe seal can not be told in the water unless in the ease of 
an old boll, which is told by its size. We nse no discrimination in 
shooting seal Everything is killed that comes near the boat, regard- 
less of sex. (Philip Kashevaroff.) 

We can not tell the diiferenoe between a male and a female in the 
water, bat kill everything that comes near the boat. (King Eashwa.) 

All killing of seals in the water must of necessity be indiscriminate 
slaughter, as it is impossible to tell the sex or the exact age of a seal 
until it has been taken into the boal^ whereas on land careM discrimi- 
nation can be made. (Francis B. Eong-HaU.) 

Hunters use no discrimination in hunting seal, but shoot everything 
that comes near the boat. (KiDkooga.) 

Hunters always kill all seal that come near the boat, regardless of 
sex. (0. Elananeck.) 

I kill everything that comes near the canoe, regardless of sex. 
(Robert Kooko.) 

I always kill every seal that comes near the boat; hunters use no 
discrimination. (John Eowineet.) 

Have never killed but few old bulls in my life. The only seal that 
can be distinguished in the water is the old bull, which can be told by 
its size. Everything in shape of seal that comes near the boat is 
killed if possible, regardless of sex. ((George Lacheek.) 

We can not distinguish between the sexes of fiir seals in the water at 
sea, nor do we try to. On the contrary, everything in sight is taken if 
possible, except large bulls, whose skins are worthless. (E. L. Lawson.) 

It is impossible to distinguish between males and females of the fiir- 
seal species in the water at sea, excepting large bulls, and no e£Ebrt is 
made to do so. The object is to get all the marketable skins possible, 
and the killing is consequently indiscriminate. The pelts of large bulls, 
whose fur is coarse and of little value, and of yearlings of both sexes, 
whose skins are too small, not being strictly marketable skins, they 
were not taken. (James B. Lennan.) 

Of late years most of the catches of Northwest skins are sold at a 
certain pnce per skin without particular examination. The dealers, 
knowing the location from which the skins are obtained, make an 
average price, and owners and hunters are, therefore, less particular 
than they were in former years as to the class of animals they capture. 
They kill everything they see without regard to age or sex, their only 
object being to swell the total number of the catch to the highest pos- 
sible figure. (Isaac liebes.) 

But of course you could not tell when you shot a seal lying asleep 
whether it was a male or female. We shoot at aU the seals when we 
get a chance, but it is only the ones that we find asleep that we catclu 
(Caleb LindahL) 

It is impossible to distinguish the sex of ftir seals at sea (excepting 
large buUs) and no effort is made to do so, the object being to secure 
aU the skins possible; hence the killing is indiscriminate. (E. W. 
litUejohn.) 

It is impossible to tell the sex of a seal in the water. (William H. 
Long.) 
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Everything was killed that came near the boat; we did not QBe any 
discrimination. (George MoAlpine.) 

The sex oan not be distingaished in the water unless it be the case 
of an old ball, which is distingaished by its size. Everything is killed 
in the shape of a seal that comes near the boat. (J. D. McDonald.) 

When we find weather we are oat in the boats killing all the seals we 
can get. We can not hunt in roagh weather. (William Mclsaac.) 

Sex of seal can not be told in the water. We ase no discrimination 
and kill all seal that come near the boat. Seal are not shot in any par- 
ticular place; shoot them in the head if possible; if not, in the body. 
(James McKeen.) 

It makes no difference if a seal is a male or female; we shoot every- 
thing that comes near enough. (Edward Maitland.) 

I know it to be the custom of seal hunters to shoot seals at sea when 
they are at rest upon the surface of the water, and that those generally 
obtained are females, and constitute but a veory small portion of those 
kiUed and lost. (John Malowansky.) 

Everything that comes near the boat in shai>e of a seal is shot. I 
can not tell tiie sex of a seal till after it is dead. (Frederick Mason.) 

We hunted with shotguns and shot them mostly when they were 
asleep on the water, or any chance we could get. I was a boat puller, 
and the hunters shot at everything in sight. (Henry Mason.) 

We generally tried to kill them while asleep iu the water, but fired at 
everything that came around us. (Thorwal Mathasan.) 

I use no discrimination in shooting seals ; shoot everything that comes 
near the boat, and all other hunters do the same. (G. E. Miner.) 

Q. If awake, do you shoot them while breaching f — A. Yes, sir; we 
shoot at them anywhere, either while they are breaching or heads up, 
or any way. (Frank Moreau.) 

We shot at everything in sight. We killed more females than males, 
and we lost a good many that we killed. (Eddie Moreliead.) 

Shoot everything that comes near the boat in shape of a seal, and use 
no discrimination. (Matthew Morris.) 

The sex of the seal can not be told in the water. Hunters use no 
discrimination, but kill everything they can. (Nashtau.) 

We shoot ever3rthing that comes near the canoe in shape of a seal, 
regardless of sex. The sex can not be told in the water unless it be an 
old ball. (Dan Nathlan.) 

Everything is killed that comes near the canoe in shape of a seaL 
We can not tell a male from a female in the water. (Joseph Noishkaith.) 

I can not tell the age or sex of a seal in the water. (Niles Nelson.) 

I can not tell the difference between a male and female seal in the 
water, and I shoot every seal that comes near the canoe. (Nikla-ah.) 

Sex can not be distinguished while the seals are in the water, nor do 
the hunters try to do so, for they kill everythiug they can shoot. (Nel- 
son T. Oliver.) 

I am unable to tell the sex of the seal while it is in the water, unless 
It be an old bull with a long wig. (Osly.) 
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It is impossible to distinguish the male seal from the female when 
they are in the water at a reasonable gonshot distance. (Oharles 
Peterson.) 

Yearlings are rarely taken in North Paciflo. The age or sex of a seal 
in the water oan not be distiugaished, except that when close the appar- 
ent size is an indication of age. (W. Roberts.) 

I nse a shotgun to hunt for seal Have lost very few seal, as I always 
shoot them near the boat. Everything in shape of a seal that comes 
near the boat is killed. I use no discrimination. (Bondtus.) 

Everything in the shape of a seal that comes near the boat is shot 
Hunters use no discrimination, but kill everything that puts its head 
above the water. (Abel Byan.) 

It is impossible to distinguish a male from a female seal in the water, 
except in the case of a very old bull, when his size distinguishes him. 
Therefore open-sea sealing is entirely indiscriminate as to sex or age. 
(L. G. Shepard.) 

All seal are kiUed that come near the boat. I never stop to consider 
whether it is a male or female, but kill it off if I can. (Jack Shucky.) 

Hunters use no discrimination, but shoot everything that comes near 
them. Their sex can not be told unless in the case of an old bull, which 
is distinguishable by its size. (Jack Sitka.) 

The sex of the seal can not be told in the water. I kill ever3rthing 
that comes near my canoe in shape of a seal, and all other hunters do 
the same. (Thomas SkowL) 

Always shoot everything that comes near the boat in shape of a seal^ 
regardless of sex. (George Skultka.) 

Hunters use no discriminatibn, but shoot everything that come near 
the boat (Fred Smith.) 

It is imx>osaible to distinguish between male and female seals at sea, 
even if the hunters so desired, except in the case of full-powered bulls, 
when they are readily recognized by their greatly superior size. Large 
bulls are rarely taken. 'So distinction is thought of by pelagic sealers, 
and the killing is done indiscriminately, the object being to secure as 
many skins as possible. (John W. Smith.) 

I can not tell the sex of the seal in the water, unless he is an old 
bull. A hunter will blaze away at anything he sees in the water. (E. 
W. Soron.) 

Hunters use no discrimination, but shoot everything in the shape of 
a seal that comes near the boat (Joshua Stickland.) 

All seals are killed that come near the boat, regardless of their sex.^ 
I never look to see whether I have killed a male or female seal until I 
have the seal dead in the boat (M. Thikahdaynahkee.) 

Hunters use no discrimination in killing seal J)ut kill everything that 
comes near the boat, regardless of sex. (W. Thomas.) 

The sex of the seal can not be told in the water when hunting. We 
use no discrimination, but kill everything in the shape of a setJ that 
comes near the boat. (Charlie Tlaksatan.) 

Hunters use no discrimination in taking seal, but kill everything that 
pokes its head, out of the water near the boat (John O. Tolman.) 
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The sex of the seal can not be told in the water. Hnnten nse no 
discrimination and eyer3rthing in the shape of a seal that comes near 
the boat is killed. (Peter Trearsheit) 

Sex of seal can not be distinguished in the water, except in the case 
of an old boll, which can be told by its size. Ko discrimination is used 
in taking seal; everything that comes near the boat is shot at (James 
Unat^jim.) 

I always shoot eyerytUng that comes near the boat, regardless of 
sex. We nse no discrimination. (George Usher.) 

Sex of seal can not be distinguished in the water, l^o discrimination 
is used in seal hunting; all are killed that come near. (Budolph 
Walton.) 

The sex of seal of same age can not be distinguished in the water. 
The only seal that can be distinguished is an old bull. We use no dis- 
crimination in seal hunting; everything is killed that comes near the 
boat Pelagic hunters have become so plentiful and seals have become 
so wild that we are obliged to take long shots at them. (OharlieWank.) 

Our purpose and practice was to take all the seals we could get, 
regardless of their age or sex, without any discrimination whatever. 
(Michael Whito.) 

Everything in the shape of seal that comes near the boat is shot I 
can't toll the difference between a young cow and a male seal. (Fred 
Wilson.) 

The seals are getting wild and hard to cateh. There are a great 
many green hands in the business. We shot at everything that came 
along. We were getting 50 cents for every skin obttuned. Our boats 
went 30 and 40 mibs from the schooner. Sometimes they would leave 
in the morning at 5 and not return until the next day at 4 or 5 in the 
evening. (John Woodruff!) 

The sex of seal can not be told in the water. No discrimination is 
used in seal hunting. All seal are killed that come near the boat The 
only seal that can be distinguished in the water is an old bull. (Michael 
Wooskort) 

I can not distinguish the sex of a seal in the water, but kill every seal 
that comes near the canoe, if possible. (Billy Yeltachy.) 

I can not toll the sex of a seal in the water, and use no discrimi- 
nation, but kill everything that comes near my canoe in the shape of a 
seal. (Hastings Yethnow.) 

We use no discrimination in killing seal, but shoot everything that 
comes near the boat What seals we have seen this year are very wild 
and hard to get at The cause of their being wild is the indiscriminato 
shooting of tiiem in the water. (Alf. Tohansen.) 

I use no discrimination, and kill everything that comes near the boat 
in the shape of a seal. (Faul Young.) 

I can not toll the difference between a male and a female in the wator ; 
use no discrimination, but kill eversrthing that comes near the boat 
(Walker Young.) 

We flred at all the seals we could, regardless of their sex. We got 
one out of every six or seven we shot at or killed. (George Zam- 
mett) 
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DESTRUCTION OF PBEONANT FEMALBS. 

We canght about 185 seals, mostly females in young, and we killed 
tbem while tbey were asleep on the water. (Obarles Adair.) 

Most of tbe seals killed by me have been females witb pup. ( Akatoo.) 

We sealed along tbe coast and captured 164. Most all of tbem were 
pregnant females. (Obarles Avery.) 

Most all seals tbat I bave killed were pregnant cows. Have taken a 
few male seals from 1 to 4 years old^ I think. Have never killed an old 
bull. (Adam Ayonkee.) 

Q. What percentage of tbe cows you have taken were witb pupT — 
A. About 99 per cent of tbe cows taken were witb pup. There may be 
one in a hundred that is either without pup or has had one. (George 
Ball.) 

Most all tbe seals taken are females witb pup. (Johnnie Baronovitch.) 

Seventy-fLve per cent of tbe seal taken on tbe coast are cows witb 
pup. (Martin Benson.) 

We left Port Townsend in May and sealed south to Gape Flattery, 
and then went north along tbe coast until we came to Unimak Pass, 
and captured from 300 to 400 seals. Most all were females and bad 
pups in tbem. I think ftdly two-thirds of all we caught were females, 
and a few were bulls. • • • We secured 500 skins along tbe coast, 
most all of which were pregnant females. (Bernhardt Bleidner.) 

I have never killed any full-grown cows on the coast tbat did not 
have pups in them, and I have bunted all tbe way from tbe Columbia 
Biver to Barclay Sound. (Bowa-chup.) 

We leffc Yictoria about May, going north, and sealed all the way to 
Bering Sea. We bad about 60 before entering Bering Sea, nearly all 
of which were females witb young pups in tbem. (Thomas Bradley.) 

Our last catch of seals on tbe coast were almost exclusively gravid 
females. (Henry Brown.) 

We had 250 seals before entering the sea, the largest percentage of 
which were females, most of them having young pups in them. I saw 
some of tbe young pups taken out of them. (Thomas Brown.) 

On my last sealing cruise this spring we caught five seals; two of 
them were females and bad pux>s in them; three of them were young 
and smaJler seals and bad black whiskers. None but full-grown cows 
have white whiskers, but young cows and young bulls Lave black 
whiskers. About half of all the seals captured along the coast have 
white whiskers and are cows witb pups in them. Most all full-grown 
cows that are caught have pups in them. Once, late in the season, I 
caught a full-grown barren cow with white whiskers. (Landis Oallapa.) 

Seventy-five per cent of seals shot in the North Pacific Ocean are 
females heavy witb young. (John 0. Gantwell.) 

Most of the seals we killed going up the coast were females heavy 
witb pup. I think nine out of every ten were females. (Obarles 
GhallaU.) 

Not quite half of all seals caught along tbe coast are cows witb pups 
in them. About half are young seals, both male and female, and the 
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rest (a small number) are medium-sized males. We never get any old 
bulls worth speaking of, and we do not catob as many gray pups now 
as formerly. Have not caught any gray pups this year. Do not know 
what has become of them. Have never caught any full-grown cows 
without paps in them, and have never caught any cows iii milk along 
the coast. (Oharlie.) 

Of those secured, the larger part by &r were females, and the majority 
of these were pregnant cows. (Julius Ohristiansen.) 

Most of the seals taken by me have been females with young. A 
few male seals have been taken by me, their ages ranging from 1 to 5 
years old. Killed three large bulls during my life. (Peter Ohurch.) 

A great many years ago we used to catch about one-half cows and 
one-half young seals. I never caught any seals along the coast that 
had given birth to their young and that had milk in their breasts. I 
never captured any barren cows. • • • We secured ten seals in all, 
five of which had pups in them. I know this because I saw the pups 
when we cut the carcasses open. • • • The other five seals were 
smaller and probably male and female. (Oircus Jim.) 

About half the seals killed by me have been cows with pup. I never 
shot but two old bulls in my life. Have shot a few yearling seals. The 
young males I have killed were between 2 and 3 years old, I think. 
(William Clark.) 

The seals we catch along the coast are nearly all pregnant females. 
It is seldom we capture an old bull, and what males we get are usually 
young ones. I have frequently seen cow seals cut open and the unborn 
pups cut out of them and they would live for several days. This is a 
frequent occurrence. (Ohrist Olausen.) 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken were with pupT — ^A. 
About 70 per cent (Peter Collins.) 

The majority of seals taken are cows with pup; once in a while we 
take an old bull. A few yearlings are taken also. (Charlie Dahtlin.) 

From 75 to 80 per cent of all the seals taken were mothers in young, 
and when cut epen on deck we found the young within them. (James 
Dalgarduo.) 

We had between 100 and 300 seals before entering the sea. Most all 
of them were females with pups in them. (John Dalton.) 

Of the seals that were caught oflf the coast ftilly 90 out of every 100 had 
young pups in them. The boats would bring the seals killed on board 
the vessel and we would take the young pups out and skin them. If 
the pup is a good, nice one we would skin it and keep it for ourselves. 
I had eight such skins myself. Four out of five, if caught in May or 
June, would be alive when we cut them out of the mothers. One of 
them we kept for pretty nearly three weeks alive on deck by feeding it 
on (condensed milk. One of the men finally killed it because it cried so 
pitiftQly. (Alfred Dardean.) 

In all my experience in sealing on this coast I have killed but one 
cow seal that had milk in her breast, and that had given birth to her 
pup. I have killed a very few barren cows along the coast. Nearly all 
of the full-grown cows along the coast have pups in them. (Frank 
Davis.) 

We sailed from San Francisco to Queen Charlotte Island, and caught 
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between 500 and 600 seals, nearly all females heavy with young. I 
have seen a young live pup taken out of its mother and kept alive for 
three or four days. We sealed from 10 to 120 miles off the coast. 
(Joseph Dennis.) 

A large proportion of all seals taken are females with pup. A very 
fevr yearlings are taken. Never examine them as to sex. But very 
few old bulls are taken, but five being taken out of a total of 900 seals 
by my schooner. (G^rge Dishow.) 

We left Victoria the latter end of January, and went South to Cape 
Blanco, sealing around there two or three months, when we started 
north to Bering Sea, sealing all the way up. We had between 200 and 
300 seals before entering the sea, a great many of them being females 
with pups in them. (Richard Dolan.) 

The Indians left their homes in March and remained away until May. 
Their hunting lodges were on some small islands outside of Dundas 
Island. From what they tell me the majority of seids taken by them 
liave been females with young. (William Duncan.) 

We went north to Bering Sea, sealing all the way up, and got 110 
seals before entering the sea. Most of them were cows, nearly all of 
which had pups in tiiem. We took some of the pups alive out of the 
bodies of the females. (George Fairchild.) 

Most all of the females taken are with young, or mothers. (F. F. 
Feeny.) 

There were cow seals with pup among the seals that I have taken, 
but don't know how many. I have never taken an old bull in my life. 
(Chief Frank.) 

I think the seals taken by me are about half females with pup, and 
the rest are 1 and 2 year old males and yearlings; never examined the 
yearlings as to sex. (Luke Frank.) 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken were with pup T — 
A. All that are killed in the Pacific are with pup, and those that are 
killed in Bering Sea have been delivered of pups on the islands and are 
with milk. (Luther T. Franklin.) 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken were with pupT — 
A. About 60 per cent were with pup. (Edward W. Funcke.) 

Most all the seals taken by me were females with pup. Most of the 
seals killed in Bering Sea have been cows with milk. Have never 
taken a bull seal off the coast of Washington, but have taken a few 
farther north. A few young males are taken on the coast of Washing- 
ton. (Ohad George.) 

I did not pay much attention to the sex of seals we killed in the 
North Pacific, but know that a great number of them were cows that 
had pups in them, and we killed most of them while they were asleep 
on the water. (Thomas Gibson.) 

Most of the seals kiUed are cows with pup. A few males are killed, 
iiveraging from 1 to 4 years old. Have killed but one old bull in my 
life. A few yearlings are taken, the majority of which are females. 
(James Gondowen.) 

We captured 63 seals, all of which were females, and all were preg- 
nant. With regard to pregnancy, I may note that the seals taken off 
the coast of Vancouver Island were not so far advanced as those taken 
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farther north. • • • I am acquainted with the bnnters and masters 
who sail from this port, and board all incoming and ontgoing vessels of 
that class. These men all acknowledge that nearly all the seals taken 
off the Pacific Ooast are females, and that they are nearly all with 
young. (£. M. Greenleaf.) 

We began sealing off the northern coast of Oalifomia and followed 
the sealing herd northward, capturing about 700 seals in the North 
Pacific Ocean, two- thirds of which were females with pup; the balance 
were young seals, both male and female. We captured between 900 
and 1,000 on the coast^ most all of which were females with pups. 
(Arthur 6rifi9n.) 

The catch was mostly females. Those we got in the North Pacific 
were females in pup, and those taken in Bering Sea were cows giving 
milk. (Joseph Orymes.) 

Of the skins taken in this region fully nine-tenths are pregnant and 
milking females, but I never saw a young pup in the water. Large 
bulls were never taken, their skins being practically valueless. (A. J. 
Guild.) 

Q. What percentage of the cows are taken with pupsT — ^A. All the 
large ones have — all the grown ones have. Yery seldom you find a 
barren one. (Charles H. Hagman.) 

A large ms^ority of seals taken are females with young. Only two 
old bulls were taken by me last year out of the 100 seals taken. But 
very few yearlings are taken. Paid no attention to sex. A few male 
seals are taken between 2 and 4 years old, I think. (Martin Hannon.) 

Q. What percentage of the cows taken are with pupsf — ^A. You can 
safely say about four-fifths of them. You get about 800 out of 1,000 
seals. (H. Harmsen.) 

I am told the white hunter kills mostly cow seals with pup. (Sam 
Hayikahtla.) 

I have often conversed with masters, seamen, and hunters engaged 
in hunting the fur seals, and their statements to me have always been 
that the capture of a male seal was a rarity; that nearly all of their 
catch were cow seals heavy with young, or those who had given birth 
to their young on the islands and gone out to the fishing bank to feed, 
and that they lose a large proportion of those killed and wounded. 
(J. M. Hays.) 

Q. What i>ercentage of the cows you have taken were with pupT — 
A. At least 60 per cent were with pup. (William Henson.) 

Of the seals secured in a season fully 70 x>er cent are females, and of 
these more than 60 per cent are pregnant and milking cows. The males 
taken are about equally divided in numbers between yearlings and 
bachelors from the ages of 2 to 5 years; bulls are seldom shot. (Nor- 
man Hodgson.) 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken were with pupt — 
A. About the same amount (about 95 per cent) were with pup. (And. J. 
Hoffman.) 

Most all seals taken are females with young. • • • A few male 
seal are taken. I would say they are generally 3 or 4 years old. A few 
yearlings are killed, mostly females. About five bull seal are killed out 
of every hundred taken. (E. Hofstad.) 
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About one-balf of those caagbt along tbe coast were full-grown cows 
with pups in tbem; a few were medinm-sized males, and tbe rest were 
younger seals of both sexes. I bave never caugbt a full-grown cow in 
tbe straits or along tbe coast tbat did not have a pup in her. (Alfred 
Irving.) 

Q. What percentage of tbe cows taken are with pupt — ^A. In tbe 
early part of tbe season, up to June, all tbe fidl-grown cows are with 
pup. 

Q. Did you ever kill any cows whose young were born, and were 
giving milkf — A. That I don't remember taking notice of. I can not 
answer tbat question. (Gustavo Isaacson.) 

Tbe female seals go through tbe passes from the Pacific Ocean into 
Bering Sea between June 25 and July 15. Females killed previous to 
this time I found with pups, but none with pups after tbat latter date. 
(Victor Jacobson.) 

We began to seal when about 20 miles off Gape Flattery. We worked 
towavd tbe northwest, and captured between 60 and 100 seals on the 
coast, about two-thirds of which were females with pup; the balance 
were yearlings consisting of male and female; after which we ran into 
Barclay Sound for supplies,iTom which place we worked to the north- 
ward toward Bering Sea. We captured about 80 seals while en rout« 
to the sea; about two- thirds of these were females with pup, tbe balance 
being yearlings about one-half male and one-half female. (James 
Jamieson.) 

We began sealing off Barclay Sound, and caugbt three skins only, 
all of which were females with pup. • • • In bunting along the 
coast, I think about 80 per cent of those we caugbt were females, and 
most of tbem were carrying their young. We seldom caught any 
bulls, but caugbt a few of the younger males. I have seen the unborn 
young cut out of the mother seal and live for a week without food. We 
used to skin some, but threw most of them overboard. (James 
Jamieson.) 

A m^ority of the seal taken on the coast are cows with pup. A few 
young males are taken, tbe ages ranging from 1 to 5 years. Once in 
awhile an old bull is taken in the North Pacific Ocean. (J. Johnson.) 

Most of the seals taken are females with pup. Once in awhile an 
old bull is killed* (Jack Johnson.) 

A large proportion of seals killed by me were cows with pup. Have 
killed a very few old bulls and some yearlings. (Johnnie Johutin.) 

Most of the seal I have taken have been pregnant cows. But a very 
few young male seal are taken by me along tbe coast. (P. Kabiktday.) 

Tbe mi^jority of seal are cows with pup. A few males are taken, 
about 4 or 5 years old. (Philip Kashevaroff.) 

About half of tbe seals killed are females with pup. Have killed 
some yearling seals, but never killed any old bull. The young males I 
killed were l^tween 2 and 3 years old. (Jim Kasoob.) 

We caugbt somewhere about 500 seals before entering the sea, of all 
kinds. There were a good many females among tbem; there was a 
good many more of tbem than males, but tbe exact number I do not 
know. The old females had young pups in them. I saw them taken 
out and a good many of them skinnAl, (James Keaau) 
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We sailed from Victoria, British Oolnmbia, and bore due nori;h to 
Bering Sea. When we arrived there we had some 75 to 80 seals, the 
greater part of which were females, some of which had pups in them. 
(James Kennedy.) 

Most of the seals taken by me were females with pap ; have taken a 
few male seals from 1 to 4 years old. A very few yearlings have been 
killed by me, mostly females. (Mike Kethnsduck.) 

Those taken in Bering Sea were nearly all mother seals, in milk, that 
had left their young and were in search of food. (James Kieman.) 

Most all seals killed by me have been cows. • • • Have not 
killed a bull seal for three years. I have taken a few yearlings, mostly 
females. (John Kowineet) 

All the seals which I have seen killed were females, and the majority 
of these were pregnant cows. (Olaf Kvam.) 

Most all seals that I have taken were cows with pap. A few male 
seals have been taken by me from 1 to 2 years old. (Oeorge Lacheek.) 

A good many have pax>8 in them, and when the boats come aboard 
load^ with seals, after they got throagh skinning them they would 
have a big pile of pups on deck. (James Laflin.) 

We had a good catch, having taken 1,400 skins, more than 1,000 of 
which we secured on the coast. Of the latter more than 75 per cent 
were female pelts, and of these about 60 per cent were taken from 
pregnant cows. (James E. Lennan.) 

I have often cut a seal open and found a live young one inside. 
(Caleb Lindahl.) 

Of all the seals captured by me about one-half of them, I think, were 
cows with pups in them, and it is very seldom that I have ever caught 
a full-grown cow that was barren or did not have a pup in her; nor 
have I, in my long experience, caught a cow that was in milk, or that 
had recently given birth to her young. I seldom ever kill an old bull, 
for there are but very few of them that mingle with the herd along the 
coast. (James Lighthouse.) 

In the year 1885 600 frir seals were caught during the month of March 
off the Farallon Islands (Oalifomia). In subsequent years we have had 
to go farther north each year in order to secure a good spring catch. 
My experience has been that fully 90 per cent of all seals taken were 
females, and of these two-thirds were mothers in milk. (£. W. Little- 
john.) 

I know that a large proportion of the seals taken were mothers in 
' pup or mothers giving milk, but I paid no particular attention to the 
percentage. (William H. Long.) 

On my last trip this year, when hunting seals off the cape^ I caught 
10 seals, 5 of which had pups in them; the rest of them were from 1 to 
2 years old, part male and part female. I think that fully one-half of 
the seals caught along the coast are full-grown females with pups in 
them. We sometimes catch a few medium-sized males, the rest being 
younger ones, both male and female. (Thomas Lowe.) 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken were with pupT — 
A. About 70 per cen^ I should say. (Oharles Lutjens.) 

Most of the seals taken were females with pup. A few male seals were 
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killed, ages ranging from 1 to 5 years. One old boll was taken. (G^rge 
McAlpine.) 

Host of the seals taken by me have been females with pup. The female 
seals are easier killed than the male, and we aim to get them. A few 
yearlings have been killed by me, mostly females. (J. D. McDonald.) 

Several of the females that we canght in the ocean were in pup, bat 
the pap taken out of the beUy was of no use for anything, and we woald 
throw it overboard. (William Mclsaac.) 

We had 300 or 400 seals altogether before entering Bering Sea. 
They were most all females, which had young pups in them. (William 
McLaughlin.) 

Q. What percentage of the cows taken are with pup T — ^A. The females 
are mostly all with pup— that is, up until the 1st of July. (Daniel 
McLean.) 

We came down each year to the coast of Oregon, then went along up 
the coast to Bering Sea. I do not recollect the exact number of seals 
we caught in 1888, 1889, 1890, but last year we caught about 150 along 
the coast. I did not pay much attention to the sex of the seals, but I 
seen lots of little pups taken out of them. (Thomas Madden.) 

We sailed up the coast and caught a few seals until we got to Bering 
Sea. We caught 1,100 seals, nearly all of which were caught in Ber- 
ing Sea. We caught them around St. George Island. I think out of 
the 1,100 we caught there were 600 females. Out of that 600 there 
were over 400 that had pups inside of them, and we threw them all 
overboard. (James Maloy.) 

About half of the seals kiUed by me, I think, were cows with pup. 
Have never killed an old bull, but have killed a few yearlings in my 
life. Never examined the latter as to sex. (Charles Martin.) 

The biggest part of my year's oatch off the coast were females with 
pups in them. (Patrick Maroney.) 

In 1890 I went sealing in the schooner Argawmt. She sailed from 
Victoria about the 8th of April, and sealed along the coast up to the 
pass in Bering Sea. We caught about 250 seals that year. Most of 
the seals we caught in the North Pacific were females. A good many 
of them also had pups inside. (Henry Mason.) 

I noticed in the seals that we caught along the coast that a great 
many of them were females and had pujw. I think most of them were 
females. I know that in my boat the catch was most all females and 
they had pups in them. They were usually shot when sleeping on the 
water. (WiUiam Mason.) 

We caught over 1,000 seals off the coast, almost all females, and a 
great number of them had pups in them. • • • Entered Bering 
Sea in July and was chased out by the cutters. Did not catch any 
seals in the American waters in Bering Sea, but went over across on 
the Russian side and sealed there. The whole catch for that year was 
about 1,500 seals. Those that we killed on the Russian side were about 
in the same proportion as to females as those killed on this side. (Thor- 
wal Mathasan.) 

Q. What percentage of the cows you have taken were with pupt— 
A. About 75 per cent were with pup. (Frank Moreau.) 
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A ft w male seal liave been taken by me from 2 to 4 years old. (Joshua 
Stickland.) 

We oommenoed sealing as soon as we got outside of the oape, and 
eaptured about 270 seals along up the ooast. Most of the seals caught 
were pregnant females, and when we would skin them the milk would 
run out of them on the deck. We began sealing off the Oolumbia Biver 
and then sealed northward up the coast to Bering Sea, and captured 
about 320 seals in the l^orth Pacific Ocean, mostly aU females, and nearly 
all had young pups in them. (John A. Swain.) 

Most of the seals taken by me were cows with pup. • • • A few 
male seal have been taken from 1 to 4 years old. But very few old 
bulls have ever been taken by me. Have killed a few yearlings every 
year. (M. Thlkahdajmahkee.) 

Most of the seals taken on this coast are cows with young. Quite 
a large number of yearlings are taken, most of which are females. 
(Charlie Tlaksatan.) 

Most of the seal taken by me have been females with pup. A few 
male seals have been taken by me, ages ranging from 1 to 4 years, I 
should think. Some yearlings have been taken, a migority of which 
were females also. Very few old bulls have been killed by me. (James 
Unat^im.) 

Most of the seals taken have been cows with pup. I have taken but 
a very few old bulls. I have killed plenty of young males, and have 
taken quite a number of yearlings, but never examined them as to sex. 
(George Usher.) 

The majority of seal taken are cows. A few yearlings are killed, 
mostly females. (Budolph Walton.) 

In purchasing fur seals from hunters I have noticed that not less than 
75 per cent of the catch taken previous to May 25 are female seals, and 
from the development of the teat on the skin were evidently females 
with pup. After that the catch is mostly young seals, and I paid no 
attention to the sex. (M. L. Washburn.) 

Most of the seals captured along the coast are cows with pups in 
them. I have never captured any cows in milk or that had given 
birth to their young that year on the coast, and I do not recollect of 
ever having caught an old bull. (Watkins.) 

Out of 50 seals taken so far this season 46 are females with pup and 
4 are males. Only one yearling seal has been taken this season among 
the males. I should think the male seals taken this year were between 
2 and 3 years old. (P. S. Weittenhiller.) 

While out hunting this year we caught 16 seals; one-half of them 
were cows with pup, the remainder were yearlings and 2-yeav-olds of 
both sexes. (Charley White.) 

In my captures off the coast between here and Sitka 90 per cent of 
my catch were females, but off the coast of IJniraak Pass there was a 
somewhat smaller percentage of females, and nearly all the females 
were cows heavy with pup, and in some instances the time of delivery 
was so near at hand that I have frequently taken the live pup from the 
mother's womb. (Michael White.) 

I think about one-half the seals killed by me have been females with 
pup, and the balance were divided up between yearlings and 1 and 2 
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year old males. Fever examined the yearlings as to sex; have never 
kiUed an old bull in my life. (Billy WilUams.) 

Think that most of the seals I have taken were females with pap. 
Have also taken some 2 and 3 year old males and some yearlings. 
Never killed bat one old ball in my life. (Fred Wilson.) 

Host all the seals canght by me along the ooast were cows that had 
paps in them. I never killed a barren cow or one that was in milk. 
(Wispoo.) 

Aboat half the seals I have killed were females with pap, and the 
balance were yearling seals and 2 and 3 year old males. Never killed 
an old ball in my life, nor have I ever seen one. (Billy Yeltachy.) 

Some yeai'S ago there were more male seals taken than are taken 
now, bat now aboat one-half are females with pap. The rest are year- 
ling seals and 1 and 2 year old males. 1 have never examined the 
yearling seal to ascertain their sex. Have not killed any old ball seal 
for a namber of years, bat ased to kill them. (Yethnow.) 

Most of the seals I have killed were females with pap. Once in a 
while an old ball is taken. (Paal Yoang.) 

I have been out on the Pacific Ocean this year seal banting and 
eanght three seals. They were large cow seals, and had paps in them. 
One and 2 year old seals are aboat eqaally male and female. (Hish 
Yalla.) 

Almost half the seals I now catch are cow seals, and have little paps 
in them. (Hish Yalla.) 

Aboat one-third of all the oows I caaght along the coast were cows 
with paps in them : never caaght any old balls, and ased to catch more 

Kay paps than I do now. Most all the rest of the seals I caaght have 
en 1 and 2 years old, and are aboat eqaally male and tamald, (Thos. 
Zolnoks.) 



Qffiob Spboial Aobnt Tbbasuby Depabtkbut, 

Washingtonj D. 0., December 30j 1892. 
Snt : I have the honor to hand yon herewith a series of tables setting 
forth the namber of far seals killed on the Pribilof Islands, for aU 
oaases whatsoever, daring the term of the lease of the Alaska Com- 
mercial Oompany— that is, firom 1870 to 1889, both inclasive. 

These tables have been compiled by me with great care from the offi- 
cial records of the Pribilof Islands, and are correct, carefol compari- 
sons having been made. They indade every seal killed from any caase, 
intentional or accidental, incident to the taking of seal skins on the 
islands of St. Paal and St. George. 

Joseph Mubsay, 
FWii Aesistani BpeeM Agent. 



Hon. OhabZiBS Fostbb, 

Beeretary of the Treasury. 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 n 
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Table$ thawing in detail all killing of fnr MaU,far what$oever pnrpote, an ike Pribilof 
JalandB during the term of (he loa$e of the Ala$ka Commeroidl Company — thai i$, from 
1870 to 1889, both inoluHve. 



KcxrB.— Thera is a misapprehonaloii in zegard to the i 



I of the MToral rookerieo and hanliog 



grounds, snd they are often oonfonnded by people who are not thoroughly aoqnainted with them 
Zoltoi and Qarbotoh are local subdivisions or the Beef Rookery and are treated as rookeries by some 
of the Treasury agents, while others ignore them altogether. Zapadnie and Southwest Bay are one. 
Polivina and Halfway Point are one; some men using the Bnssian whUe others use the Bnglish names. 
English Bay and Middle Hill are separate and distinct rookeries, and yet thev sxe often spoken of as 
though they were one. Near is a local subdivision of Koith Bookery. Little Beat is a subdivision 
of £a8t Rookery. Sea Lion Bock, Southwest Point, and Booky Point are neither rookeries nor haul- 



ing grounds in the strict sense of the term ; the seals come and go at will, for it is only under the most 
favorable conditions of wind and water they can be reached, and it is but seldom there are many of 
them. By keeping these facts in mind it will be seen that seals were diiven ftom all of the hauling 
grounds on botn iuands from 1870 to date. 

ST. PAUL ISLAin). 

[No record of daUy killings for 1870.] 



Date. 



1870. 



1871. 

May 16 

24 

June 1 

2 

6 

8 

10 

14 

15 

16 

20 

22 

23 

24 

24 

29 

28 

July 1 

8 

6 

7 

8 

18 

21 

22 

22 

24 

26 

28 

28 

31 

Aug. 11 

18 

24 

29 

Sept 4 

11 

18 

26 

29 

2 

9 

10 

13 

14 

16 

17 

17 

19 

21 

21 

26 

271 

28 ' 

881 



Oct. 



Bookery. 



Not indicated in the records of 
this year 



Tolstoi 

Reef 

Tolstoi 

Beef 

do 

English Bay 

Southwest Bay 

Zoltoi 

Zoltoi and English Bay . . 

Zoltoi , 

Southwest Bay 

Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

Beef , 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi and Beef , 

Tolstoi and EngUsh Bay. 

Lukannon , 

Northeast Point , 

Lukannon and Zoltoi. . . . . 

Beef 

Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

English Bay 

Ketova , 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Zoltoi and Lukannon 

ToUtol 

Northeast Point 

Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

do 

do 

Ketova 

Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

Kotova 

do 

Tolstoi 

Ketova 

Halfway Point , 

Ketova : 

Tolstoi 

Beef 

Northeast Point 

Ketova , 

Beef 

Tolstoi 

English Bay 

Northeast Point , 

do 

do 

do 

do , 



Total 
killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 



15,814 

186 

246 

679 

222 

917 

1,682 

2,701 

874 

1.167 

1,399 

1,971 

1,283 

618 

796 

2,664 

1.014 

2,401 

1,188 

2,038 

8,628 

1,189 

756 

1,040 

1,940 

801 

8,404 

1,179 

1,807 

1,418 

2,845 

657 

205 

150 

118 

60 

193 

178 

105 

77 

180 

1,250 

1,306 

5,083 

896 

606 

638 

683 

1,168 

8,160 

8,066 

2,181 

2,142 

8,042 

870 

405 



1871. 

Oot. 80 

81 

Nov. 7 

Dec. 10 

19 



1872. 

May 11 
14 
24 

June 1 
3 
6 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
17 
19 
90 
21 
22 
24 
27 
28 
29 

July 1 
5 
6 
9 
12 
18 
16 
17 
19 

22 
24 
25 
80 

Aug. 1 
6 

18 
17 
20 
29 

Sept. 7 
12 
20 

Oct. 8 

8 

10 

81 



Bookery. 



Tolstoi 

English Bay 

ReSr 

do 

....do 

Total 

Northeast Point 

Beef , 

....do 

.....do 

ToUtoi 

Beef 

Tolstoi and English Bay 

Southwest Bay 

Zoltoi and Beef 

Tolstoi and EngUah Bay 

do 

Beef and Northeast Point 

Zoltoi , 

English Bay. ••...••••...• 

Be&....rr7. 

Lukannon 

Northeast Point luid Ketova . . 

Beef and Zoltoi 

English Bay 

Tolstoi and NorthcMt Point. . . 

Ketova and Lukannon , 

Zoltoi 

English Bay 

Zoltoi and Northeast Point 

English Bav 

Zoltoi and Lukannon 

English Bay 

ZoRoi 

Halfway Point 

Bnglish Bay, Lukannon, and 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

English Bay 

Zoltoi 

do 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

do 

.....do 

English Bay , 

ZoIW 

do 

Ketova 



Total 
kiUed 
foraU 
pur- 
poses. 



2,992 

30 

729 

647 

8,877 



81,808 



6 
227 
466 

750 

278 

293 

209 

1,616 

662 

1,057 

1.780 

4,714 

895 

2,828 

1,160 

1,706 

5,547 

010 

4,618 

8,427 

1,151 

1,841 

8,265 

6,766 

8,189 

2,071 

2,329 

1,116 

1,664 

7.888 

1,884 

2,080 

638 

34 

10 

119 

7 

00 
8 
114 
161 
99 
122 
118 
93 
490 
127 
91 
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Tahlm Bhawimg in d&UUl aU hilling of fmr seaU, for whatsoever pwrpoae, an the PribUof 
Jslanda during the term of ^e lease of the Alaska Commercial dmpang — )' 



1870 to 1889, hoih inelusive— Continued, 



\ Cknnpang — that is, from 



8T. PAX7L ISLAKIX-OonfehiiMd. 



Booknry. 



Totol 
killed 
foraU 
pur- 



Dste. 



Bodkeiy. 



Totid 
killed 
foraU 
piur« 

POI68. 



1S71 

Oet 29 

KOT. 29 

90 

90 

Dmu 5 

6 

KOT. ^ 



1879. 

Msj 29 

28 

June 8 

4 

6 

10 

11 

18 

18 

16 

16 

16 

18 

81 

21 

28 

24 

26 

27 

27 

80 

Jvly 1 

2 

8 

8 

8 

9 

9 

U 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 

19 

21 

22 

22 

24 

▲Vf. 4 

19 

29 

20 

Sepi. 1 

9 

29 

80 

Oel 8 

16 

21 

Not. - 

Dee. 9 

90 



1874. 
Apr. 27 
Haj 6 

19 
26 
90 



Zoltol, Beef, and LnkaiiDOii.. 

T«»l8toi 

Kortheest Point 

.....do 

Beef 

Zoltoi 



Total., 



Beef.. 



SouthweetBay... 
Beef and Tolstoi . 



Southwest Ba; 

Beef and Tolstoi 

Southwest Bay and English Bay 

Beef and Zoltoi 

Tolstoi and English Bay 

If ortheast Point 

Tolstoi 

Lukannon 

Beef 

Southwest Bay and English Bay 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi and English Bay 

EngUsh Bay 

Keef and Tolstoi 

Zoltoi and Lukannon. . . . 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi 

Lukannon and Zoltoi ... 

Tolstoi 

Zoltoi 

...do 

Zoltoi and Tolstoi 

....do 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi 

Zoltoi 

do 



LvkannontKetOTa, and Zoltoi 
Northeast Point 



English Bay . 
Lukannon and Ketoya . 

....do 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

do. 

do. 



Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

do 

do 

SoifthwestBay... 

KetoTa 

....do , 

Zoltoi 

For natlTSS* food. 

Re^. 

Garbotoh , 



Total., 



Northeast Point.. 
Southwest Bay... 

Beef 

....do 

.....do 



l,28i 
768 
724 

1,286 
112 
426 

6,121 



81,819 



106 
104 



708 



2,097 

1,666 

2,029 

8,248 

1,770 

677 

465 

8,046 

662 

8.412 

1,803 

8,159 

2,210 

1,147 

5,020 

1,848 

2,337 

1,038 

2,212 

710 

1,510 

2,494 

6,278 

025 

1.248 

1,547 

1,561 

929 

1,047 

5,696 

754 

1,979 

446 

2,727 

179 

168 

96 

155 

119 

109 

122 

10 

104 

80 

154 

6,489 

231 

267 



81,987 



10 
404 



301 
217 



1874. 

June 8 

8 

4 

6 

8 

9 

10 

11 

18 

18 

U 

16 

17 

17 

19 

20 

20 

» 

26 

26 

27 

27 

80 

July 1 

8 

8 

4 

4 

6 

8 

9 

9 

10 

10 

18 

14 

16 

16 

16 

17 

17 

28 

28 

Aug. 8 

10 

17 

26 

81 

Sept 7 

16 

26 

Oel. 1 

19 

29 

Nov. - 

Deo. 17 



189B. 

Jan. 1 

Feb. 10 

16 

17 

Hay 7 

10 

14 

18 

24 

81 

J«M 1 

1 

• 



Southwest Bay 

Beef TTr. 

Tolstoi and English Bay 

Northeast Point 

Beef and Zoltoi 

Southwest Bay and English Bay 

Tolstoi 7. 

Beef and Garbotoh 

Southwest Bay and English Bay 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Beef and Zoltoi 

Bngllah Bay and Tolstoi 

ZoBol...... 

Southwest sad English bays . . . 

Zoltoi and Lukannon 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi and Lukannon 



English Bay 
Beef and Zmi 



Ltoi. 



Ketora and Lukannon 

Northeast Paint 

Zoltoi and Tolstoi 

English Bay and Tolstoi .... 
Beell Tolstoi, and Lukannon . . . 

Tolstoi 

Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

English Bay 

English Bay and Tolstoi. ... 

zoOoi :. 

Tolstoi and Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi snd Lukannon 

ihBay 



English 
ZoItcT.. 



Lukannon and Ketova.. 

Zoltoi 

Lukannon 

Northeast Point 

ToUtoi 

Zoltoi 

do 

.....do 



do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
....do.. 
Beef... 

dq 



Piips f( 



Beef. 



for natlTos . 



2,396 
5:)8 

536 

4,062 

639 

1,896 

634 

540 

1,982 

622 

4.737 

891 

2,689 

474 

8,419 

8,083 

7,217 

3,082 

8,270 

1,921 

1,321 

8,172 

1,212 

2,209 

2,621 

1,538 

538 

8,014 

1,664 

2,702 

1,967 

1,580 

488 

8,867 

1,664 

2,169 

476 

1,099 

668 

588 

4,004 

180 

167 

112 

107 

181 

89 

201 

197 

168 

174 

179 

176 

286 

4.897 

1,541 



Total. 



Northeast Point..:.. 

>....do 

....do 

....do 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point... 

....do 

Beef.. 



.do. 
.do. 



En^lah Bay and Southwest Bay 
Zoltoi and'To]stoiII.'I.\'IIIIIIII 



98,139 



26 

6 

• 

16 

486 

9 

20 

148 

667 

492 

1,201 
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TabUa §h<mimg in deUM M HlUng offitr i6aU,far whaUoever purpote, <m the PHbilof 
Itlandi during ike term of ^e lioM of theAUulM CommeroUU Compamy--that U, from 
1870 to 1889, hoik Ineluoiv^-ConiAimed. 

8T. PAUL ISLAJTB— OontiniMd. 



Jane 7 
7 
7 
10 

IS 
IS 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
U 
IS 

ss 

SI 
S4 
S6 
S6 
36 
28 
80 

July 3 
8 
6 
8 
9 
10 
10 
18 
14 
16 
16 
16 
17 
22 
S8 

Aug. 4 
14 
SI 

Sept S 
IS 
SI 
SO 

Oct 12 

Not. 5 
17 
SO 

Dee. S 

4 



1876. 
Jan. 12 
Hay 28 
81 
June 8 
6 
7 
8 
10 
U 
13 
14 
16 
17 
17 
20 
21 
22 
S4 



Zdltoi and Beef 

SonthweatBay 

Kortbeaat Point 

Bnglish Bay, Soathwest Bay, 

^latol 

Beef and Zoltoi.. 
KorUieast Point.. 



Tolstoi and Bng llab Bay 

Halfway Point 

Tolstoi and reef. 

Lnkannon 

SonthweatBay, Bnglish Bay. 

Zoltoi ......". 

Kortheaat Point 

Tdlstoi < 

Zoltoi 

Bn^lshBay 

Lnxannon. •.••.... 

Northeast Point 

Southwest Bay 

Beef.. 



Zoltoi ariB Bnglish Bav ... 
Lnkannon, KMOva, Zoltoi . 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi and Lnkannon 

' ih Bay . 



Tolstoi and Bni^h Bay . . 
Lnkannon and Ketova ... , 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Tdlstoi and Bna^h Bay.. 
Lnkannon and Eetova ... 

Bnglish Bay , 

ZatoiT.. 



Northeast Point.. 

Zoltoi 

do 



do... 
KetoTB.. 
Zoltoi... 

do... 

do... 

do... 



..do. 



.do. 



TolsM 

Soathwest Bay 

Pnps killed for food. 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi , 



Total. 



Tolstoi 

Southwest Bay 

Beef 

Southwest Bay 

Beef and Zoltoi 

Tolstoi , 

Soathwest Bay 

Zoltoi 

Northeaat Point. 

Zoltoi 

Halfway Point 

Tolstoi, Zoltoi, Beef 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Tolstoi 

Zoltoi 

B^ish Bay end Northeast 



ni 

1,660 


June 26 
28 


27 


29 




July 1 


1,466 


4 


631 


6 


4,066 


7 


730 


8 


2,116 


8 


707 


10 


462 


18 


8,803 


22 


1,363 


SO 


6,262 


Aug. 1 


1,880 


10 


1,160 


17 


8,000 


S8 


262 


Sept 1 


7,849 


U 


4,047 


19 


1,627 


28 


8,027 


Oet 6 


2,634 


14 


8,024 


18 


1,248 


81 


8,370 


Nov. 24 


2.003 


24 


1,125 




6,937 


Dea li 


1,665 




1,810 




748 




2,700 


isn. 


1,206 


May 22 


7,439 


June 4 


667 


6 


160 


9 


236 


is 


192 


18 


169 


14 


210 


16 


148 


U 


146 


18 


168 


19 


115 


SO 


172 


SI 


1,990 


22 


24 


28 


8.746 


SI 


16 


S8 


694 


S6 




S7 
S8 


94,960 


1 » 


S8 




80 


914 


80 


223 


July 1 


180 


8 


886 


4 


078 


• 


468 


7 


666 


7 


184 


9 


1,686 


10 


868 


M) 


811 


14 


1,509 


SI 


2,641 


Aug. • 


8,120 


a 


2,942 


so 


8,161 


80 


480 


Sept 12 
21 

29 


10,696 



Zoltoi. 



HiU. 



T«»lstoi and Northeaat Point. 

Tdlstoi and Ketova 

.....do 

Bnglish Bay 

LuEannon 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Bnfflish HiU 

Zoltoi 

....do 

Lnkannon and Zoltoi 

Zoltoi 

Ketova 

....do 

Zoltoi 

Ketora 

Zoltoi 

... do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Tolstoi 

Southwest Bay 

....do 

Pups killed fiir food 

Tolstoi 



Total.. 



Beef 

....do 

Southwest and Bngliah Bay. . . . 

....do 

Beef 

Halfway Patnt. 

BnsUah Bay and Southwest Bay 

Zoltoi. "'.ir..'.".".""!!;!.*!!!!.*." 

,....do 

Tolatol 

SonthweatBay 



Halfway Point , 

Northeaat Point 

Tdlatoi 

Zoltoi 

Halfway Point 

Tolstoi: 

Zoltoi and Lnkannon. 



Bnjiishl 
Ttefitol.. 



TtoC 

Northeaat Point.. 

Zoltoi 

Tolstoi and Lnkannon. . . . 
Tolstoi and Bnidiah Bay . 
Lnkannon and Ketora. . . . 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

....do 

.....do , 

.....do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 



86S 

8,017 

1,44S 

11.496 

2,6M 

2,846 

2,207 

2,126 

2,116 

2,089 

1,974 

68 

1,040 

8,677 

120 

184 

216 

179 

180 

188 

146 

188 

186 

ISO 

168 

636 

666 

3,958 

826 



88,167 



84S 

648 

799 

1.706 

449 

1,096 

1,647 

1,607 

1,094 

1,018 

1,468 

1,681 

1,172 

1,824 

6,966 

1,060 

1,260 

480 

2,020 

1,401 

2,166 

1.017 

6.449 

1,849 

1,534 

2,622 

2,376 

1,118 

6,660 

496 

2,086 

2,172 

1,006 

76 

166 

172 

100 

SDO 

196 

in 
m 
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Ttihles ihawing in detail all hilUng of fur seals, far whaisower pwrpose, an the Pribilof 
Islands during the term of the lease af the Alaska CommeroiafCampany — ^wt is, from 
1870 to 1889, hoik inclusive— ConiAiined. 

ST. PAT7L ISLAHTDL-Oontintied. 



Oct. 6 
16 
24 

Nov. 7 
9 
12 
10 
27 
29 

Deo. 20 



1878. 

May 10 
80 

June 8 
11 
12 
13 

14 

15 
17 
18 

19 
20 
21 

22 
22 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
20 
29 
Jaly 1 



4 
5 
6 
6 
8 


10 
10 
12 
13 
16 
17 
18 
18 
30 

Aag. 10 
22 

Sept. 2 
14 
24 

Oct. 2 
10 

Nov. 1 
4 
6 



28 

Aug. U>1 

Deo. 5 



Zdtoi. 

.....do 

.....do 

Zoltoi and Ketova 

Zoltoi and Lukannon . 

Zoltoi and Beef 

Tolstoi 

do 

....do 

Northeast Point 



Total 

Sea Lion Rock . 
Southwest Bay. 
Reef. 



Qglish Bay. . 
1 fee 



Northeast Point (watchmen) . 



Total. 



Tolstoi and Bnglish Bay. 

Reef and Zoltoi. 

Southwest Bay and Bnglish 

Bay 

ToUtoi 

Ketova, Reef, Zoltoi 

Tolstoi 

Southwest Bay and English 

Bay 

Lukannon, Ketova, Zoltoi 

Tolstoi 

Southwest Bay and English 

Bay 

Zoltoi, Lukannon, Ketova 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Tolstoi 

Zoltoi, Ketova, Lukannon 



Zoltoi and Ketova 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Zoltoi and Ketova 

Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

Tolstoi 

Zoltoi and Ketova. 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point, Lukannon, 

Ketova 

Zoltoi 

do 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi and Middle HiU 

Zoltoi 

MiddleHill 

Zoltoi 

do 

Lukannon 

Zoltoi 

do 

.....do 

.....do 

do 

Lukannon 

do 

.....do 

!!r.!do."'."r.!'".*.'.*.'.'."!!.'.';!'.'*.'. 

Reef 

do 

Tolstoi and Reef 

do 



171 


M^"i9 


167 


26 


146 


June 2 


2,716 


7 


1.686 




767 


9 


222 


10 


1.269 


11 


888 


12 


20 


13 




14 


67.810 


16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 


206 
703 
857 


2,400 
566 


16 
17 


1,090 


18 
19 


887 


20 


1,283 


23 


1,501 


24 


2,278 
998 


25 
26 


1,731 


27 


1,457 


28 
23 
24 
26 


1.809 


5,900 


1,473 


26 


1,562 


27 
30 


1,896 


2,672 
1,661 


July 1 


1,181 


3 

4 


6,375 


2,287 


5 


8,903 
791 


June 30 

1 
2 
3 


2.010 


2,622 


1,036 
7.231 


July 4 


1,869 


8 
9 
10 
7 
8 
9 
10 
14 


916 
2,288 


3.822 


8,600 


2,101 


1,986 


2,337 


15 
16 
16 


1,549 
272 


404 
294 
173 


25 
Aug. 2 

11 
20 
27 
28 
Sept. 5 
1 8 

! >l 

18 
18 
18 


211 
166 
144 
148 
140 
1.380 


2,000 


1,255 
671 

1,144 
853 


133 


29 




29 

29 

Oct. 7 


88,519 



Southwest and English bays. . 

Reef- rrrrrr. 

do 

English and Southwest hays, 

iSstoi 

"Rq^ 

Half way Point !.*." 1 1 !.*"!.... . 
Southwest and English bays . . . 

Tolstoi 

Reef, Zoltoi, Ketova 

SoutiiweatBay and Middle Hill 

Halfway Point 

Southwest Bay andMiddleHill 
Reef, Ketova, Zoltoi 



Southwest BayendEnglish Bay. 

Tolstoi andMiddleHifi 

Reef, Ketova, Lukannon 

Northeast Point 

....do 

do 

.....do 

....do 

Tolstoi and Middle HiU 

Southwest and English bays. . . 

Reef. Zoltoi, Ketova 

Tolstoi. Middle Hill, Bnglish 

Bay, Zoltoi 

Halfway Point 

Ketova, Reef, Lukannon, Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

....do 

.....do 

.....do 



Tolstoi and Middle Hill. 

BngllshBay 

Lukannon and Zoltoi 

Zoltoi and Middle HiU... 

BnsUshBay 

Lulannonand Ketova. . . 

Northeast Point 

....do 

do 

do 



.do. 



Zoltoi and Middle HUl. . . . 
Zoltoi, Ketova, Lukannon . 

Zoltoi and Ketova 

do 

Northeast Point 

do 

do 



.....do 

Zoltoi 

Zoltoi and Ketova 

Middle HUl, Lukannon, Tolstoi 

do 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

....do 

....do 



►Itoi 

Southwest Bay.. 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point. 

Zoltoi 

Halfway Point... 
Southwest Bay .. 
Northeast Point.. 

Zoltoi 

Southwest Bay... 
Northeast Point.. 
Ketova 



Total 
kUled 
foraU 

par. 



278 
626 
162 

1,627 

484 

1,188 

1,462 

498 

780 

997 

622 

1,881 

914 

1,110 

1.176 

1,053 

1,628 

966 

1,860 

1,746 

1,289 

2,300 

1.822 

1.996 

1,642 

1,940 

1,206 

1.560 

1,414 

1,339 

1.074 

1,666 

2,617 

2,148 

1,886 

1,932 

2,106 

1,168 

2,624 

1,628 

866 

1.988 

2,077 

1,628 

1,920 

983 

948 

2,418 

1,264 

1.519 

898 

2,652 

1,283 

2,882 

157 

278 

13 

273 

196 

206 

18 

208 

1 

184 

16 

174 

6 

4 

196 

6 

7 

109 
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TaJfUi showing in detail all hilling of fur $eaUjfor whatsoetfer purpose, on the PrihUof 
Islands during the term of ihe lease of the Alaska Commercial Company^that is, from 
1870 to 18S9, hoih tiic2ti«iv»— Con tinned. 

ST. FAXTL ISLANDL-Contlniud. 



Date. 



1879. 

Oct. 20 

29 

80 

31 

31 

Nov. 8 

3 

5 

6 

10 

18 

37 

Deo. 6 

10 

96 

20 



1880. 

May 14 

22 

22 

Jiino 1 

8 

9 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

10 

14} 

lOj 

21 

22 

28 

24 

25 

26 

21? 

26} 

28 

29 

80 

Jidy 1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

6-10 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

28 

80 

31 

Aug. 11 

19 

28 

Sept. 8 

18 

80 



Bookery. 



Lnkannoii 

.....do 

....do 

Keiova 

....do 

Lakannon 

....do 

Garbotoh , 

.....do 

....do 

Beef. , 

.....do , 

Garbotoh 

Beef. 

Northeast Point.. 
Soath west Bay... 



Total. 



Southwest Bay 

Beef. 

Northeast Point 

Beef 

Southwest Bay... . .'.*.'. *.*.'.'.'.* '.'. 

vij^f,,_ .;... 

English Bay, Tolstoi .*.'!'' !!.'.'. 
Southwest and Bnglish bays. . 

Halfway Point 

Beef and Zoltoi 

Zapadnie and English Bay 

Ketova, Zoltoi, Beef 

Tolstoi and English Bay 

EngUsh Bay and Mid^e HiU. . 

Northeast Point 



Halfway Point 

Ketova, Zoltoi, Beef 

Tolstoi and Middle HiU 

Reef, Zoltoi, Ketova 

English Bay and Middle Hill. . 
Ketova, Zoltoi, Beef 

Northeast Point 



Halfway Point 

Sletora, Lnkannon, Zoltoi 

Tolstoi and Middle HiU 

do 

Bnglish Bay and Middle HiU. . . 

Ketoya, Zoltoi, Beef. 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Lnkannon and Ketova 

Tolstoi 

Tolstoi and Lnkannon 

Zoltoi, Bee^ Lnkannon, Ketova . 
Tolstoi, Lnkannon, Middle HUl 

Zoltoi, Ketoya, Lnkannon 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi, Ketova, Lnkannon 

Tolstoi and EngUsh Bay. 

Beef, Zoltoi, Lukannon,^etoya. 

English Bay 

Middle Hill and Lnkannon 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Zoltoi 

do 



..do. 
.do., 
-do. 
.do. 
.do. 



Total 
kUled 



foraU 
pur- 
poses. 



544 



107 

1,153 

31 

1,466 

79 

856 

260 

172 

1,206 

1,808 

62 

5 



88,221 



209 

225 

19 

216 

1,497 
926 
889 
768 

1,204 

766 

990 

18 

1,619 
802 

6,279 

1,450 
1,085 
1,702 
1,487 
2,582 
1,062 

6,202 

1,516 

1,748 

2,297 

1,622 

2,374 

1,386 

7,167 

789 

661 

1,577 

1,654 

2,221 

1,428 

1,221 

7,073 

817 

1,763 

2,640 

1.834 

2,461 

534 

43 

228 

218 

258 

160 

180 

195 

289 

227 



Date. 



Bookery. 



1880. 
Oct. 12 
25 



Nov. 



3,5,6^ 



Dec. 6 
9 

24 
Noy. 11 

29 



1881. 
Jan. 1-3 
May 4 

14 

29 

June 6 

7 

9 
10 
14 
15 

16 
17 
18 
20 
21 

22 



July 



Lnkannon 

BnglishBay , 

Lnkannon, Beef, Eetova. 

Beef. 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

Middle HiU 

BnglishBay 



Total 
killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 



193 

4,410 

1,176 

13 

82 

270 

270 



Total 84,779 



I 



Tolstoi and reef. 

Additional skins found on re- 
count 

Additional skins found in salt. . 

Beef 

Beef and Zoltoi 

Southwest and EngUsh bays, 
Tolstoi 

Zoltoi 

HalfwayPoint. 

Zoltoi 

Southwest and EngUsh bays, 
Tolstoi :... 

Zoltoi, Beef. Lnkannon 

Halfmty Point 

ToUtoi 

Zoltoi and Lnkannon 

Tolstoi. Middle HUl, Northeast 
Point 

English Bay. Middle HUl, Tol- 
stoi, Northeast Point 

Beef and Tolstoi 

Halfway Point, Middle HiU, 
EngUsh Bay, Tolstoi 

Middle Hill, Lnkannon, Zoltoi, 
Beef. 

Middle HiU, EngUsh Bay. Tol- 
stoi, Northeast Point 

EngUsh Bay, Southwest Bay, 
Northeast Point 

Lnkannon, Zoltoi, Northeast 
Point 

EngUsh Bay, Middle HUl, 
Northeast Point 

Tolstoi and Lnkannon 

HalfwayPoint 

English Bay, Middle HUl, Tol- 
stoi, Nortneast Point 

Zoltoi, Eetova, Northeast Point 

Southwest Bay, English Bay, 
Northeast Point 

Zoltoi, Tolstoi, Middle HiU, 
Northeast Point 

Halfway Point, Northeast 
Point 

EneUsh Bay, Middle HiU, Tol- 

Zoltoi, ToistoVLukannon'.illli 

EngUsh Bay, Middle HiU 

English and Southwest bays . . . 

Bnglish Bay, Middle HiU, Tol- 
stoi, Zoltoi Ketoya, Lnkan- 
non 

Zoltoi, Ketoya (711), North- 
east Point, food (16) 

Middle HiU, Tolstoi, Zoltoi, 
Ketoya. Lnkannon 

BnglishBay, Middle HIU, Tol- 

ToUtoi'z<]itoi,'KetoyiCLiacan'' 
non 



1,058 

8 

8 

165 

428 



4,103 

3.649 
1,164 

3,082 

1,275 

2,048 

3,318 

2,967 

4,696 

3,358 

948 

3,758 
1,949 

4,853 

3,421 

2,269 

2,631 
3,075 
1,782 
1,473 

3,561 
727 
2,455 
2,301 
2,636 
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Tables showing in detail all hilling of fur seaU, for whatsoever purpose, on the Prihilof 
Islands during the term of the lease of the Alaska Commercial Company — that is, from 
1870 to 1889, both inclusive— Continued. 

ST. PAUL ISLAND-Continued. 



July 
is 


27 


-29 


Aug. 


5 




16 




17 




20 




26 




29 


Sept. 


6 




17 




19 




28 


Oct. 


10 




25 


Nov. 


5 




16 




17 




21 


Deo. 


7 




9 


1882. 


Jan. 


12 


Feb. 


8 




10 


May 


22 




31 


June 


2 



10 
12 

13 
13 
14 
16 
17 
19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

26 

27 

28 
29 

30 

July 1 



Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

.-..do 

Northeaat Point 

do 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Zoltoi (208), Northeast Point (5) 
Zoltoi (211), Northeast Point (5) 

Zoltoi, Northeast Point 

ToUtoi 

Middle HiU 

Tolstoi 

Middle Hill 

SoathwestBay 

Reef 

Total 

Reef 

...-do 

...do 

Tolstoi 

Reef 

Southwest Bay, Middle Hill, 
Tolstoi 

Southwest Bay 

Zoltoi and Reef 

Tolstoi and Reef 

Southwest Bay and Northeast 
Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

Southwest Bay and Tolstoi . . . . 

Halfway Point, Reel Tolstoi . 

Southwest Bay and Tolstoi . . . . 

Eetova. Reef; Zoltoi, North- 
east Point 

Southwest Bay and Northeast 
Point 

BngUsh Bay, Tolstoi, North- 
oast Point 

Ketova, Reef, Zoltoi, North- 
east Point 

Halfway Point and Northeast 
Point 

Middle Hill, Tolstoi, Northeast 
Point 

Southwest Bay and Northeast 
Point 

English Bay, Middle Hill, 
Northeast Point 

Reef, Tolstoi, Northeast Point. 

Middle Hill, Tolstoi, Northeast 
Point 

Halfway Point, Lukannon, 
Northeast Point 

Northeast Point and Reef. 

Southwest Bay and Northeast 
Point 

English Bay, Middle Hill, 
Northeast Point 

Zoltoi and Northeast Point.... 

Middle HiU, Zoltoi, Northeast 
Point 

En^sh Bay, Middle Hill, 
NortheastPoint 



202 



276 

10 

6 

240 

7 

240 

11 

205 

213 

216 

227 

209 



462 
1,022 
1,294 



83,774 



103 

8 

126 



400 
849 
428 
488 

2,223 

217 

866 

803 

1.458 

1,070 

1,829 

3,069 

1,617 

2,811 

2,528 

1,560 

3,164 

3,226 
4,270 

2,289 

2,469 
1,601 

3,805 

2,675 
3,034 

1,540 

2,073 



July 8 

10 

12 
13 

14 

17 

18 
19 
20 
25 
27 

Aug. 4 
14 
26 

Sept. 4 
15 
27 
30 

Oct. 6 
17 
30 
30 

Nov. 17 



Deo. 4 
6 
12 



May 26 
June 4 

6 
9 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
18 
19 



27 
22 

23 

18-23 

25 

26 
27 
28 
29 



25-30 

July 2 

3 

4 
5 
6 



Halfway Point and Northeast 
Point 

Reef, Ketova, Lukannon, 
Northeast Point 

do 

Southwest Bay and Northeast 
Point 

English Bay. Middle Hill, Tol- 
stoi, Northeast Point 

English Bay, Middle Hill, 
Northeast Point 

Zoltoi : 

Zoltoi, Lukannon, Ketova 

Southwest Bay 

Zoltoi 

NortheastPoint 

Zoltoi 

....do 

.-..do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

NortheastPoint 

Zoltoi 

....do 

Reef 

Northea8tPoint!!!!I!!"I!!!!I! 

Middle Hill and Tolstoi 

Reef 

Tolstoi 

Reef. : 

-...do 

....do 



Total. 



Southwest Bay 

Southwest and English bays, 

Tolstoi 

Halfway Point 

Reef 

Southwest Bay, Middle Hill, 

Tolstoi 

Reef and Zoltoi 

Halfway Point 

Southwest and English bay s. . . 

English Bay and Tolstoi 

Reef and Zoltoi 



Southwest Bay 

English Bay, Middle Hill, Tol- 

Halfway Point and Lukannon . 

Reef and Tolstoi 

English Bay, Middle Hill, Tol- 



Reef, Zoltoi, Lukannon . 
NortheastPoint. 



English Bay, Middle Hill, Tol- 

Zoltoi and Lukannon , 

Southwest and English bays . . . 
Zoltoi, Tolstoi, Re^, Lukannon . 
English Bay, Middle Hill, Zol- 
toi 



Lukannon, Reef, Zoltoi . 
NortheastPoint 



Halfway Point . 

Southwest Bay 

Middle Hill and Tolstoi. . . . 

Zoltoi and Lukannon 

Zoltoi, Middle Hill, Tolstoi . 



Total 
killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 



2,454 

3,291 
2,833 

3,420 

3,087 

2,593 

1,012 

1,276 

727 

204 

19 



234 
191 
287 
227 

25 
201 
261 
166 

23 
248 
383 
429 
498 
388 
400 

79,834 

230 

592 

354 
177 

406 
352 
252 
490 
440 
341 
417 

735 

908 
972 

1,401 
1,078 
3,27% 

1,428 

838 

1,640 

1,612 

1,510 
1.191 
5,012 
1,700 
2,151 
1,494 
2,346 
1,766 
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Tables showing in detail all hilling of fur seals, for whatsoever purpose, on the Pribilof 
Islands during the term of the lease of the Alaska Commensal Company — ihat is, from 
1870 to 1889, }H>th incZiMivtf— Continned. 

BT. PAUL ISLANIV-ContiniMd. 



Sept. 



Oct. 



Nov. 



July 7 

8 

2-9 

10 

12 

13 
14 

16 
17 
18 
19 
Aug. 1 
10 
20 
1 

12 
24 
6 
20 
29 
1 
2 
5 
15 
26 
27 
27 
Doc. 12 
19 



1884 
Jan. 2 

May 16 
21 
24 
27 

Judo 3 
5 



10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
16 
17 

18 
19 
9 20 

21 
21 
23 
24 
25 
20 

27 
27 
28 
30 
July 1 
2 
3 



Zoltoi. RMf, Lukannon 

Middle mil 

Koriheast Point 

English Bay, Middle Hill, Tols- 
toi, Zoltoi 

Halfway Point, Lukannon, 
Zoltoi. 



Southwest Bay 

English Bay, Middle Hill, Zol- 
toi 

....do 

Halfway Point and Zoltoi 

Southwest Bay 

Middle Hill, Lukannon, Zoltoi 
Zoltoi 



.do. 
.do. 
do. 
.do. 
.do. 
.do. 



do 

Reof 

Eetova 

Reef 

.....do 

....do 

do 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point (to date) . 

Reef 

....do 



Total. 



iReef 

» Northeast Point (to date) 

do 

Halfway Point and B»bf. 

Northeast Point (to date) 

Southwest Bay and Reef 

Reef 

Southwest and English bays, 

Zoltoi 

Reef and Halfway Point 

Eetova and Tolstoi 

Southwest Bay and Halfway 

Point 

Zoltoi, Eetova, English Bay . . . . 

Zoltoi and Reef 

Halfway Point 

Southwest Bay 

English Bay, Tolstoi, Reef, 

Zoltoi 

Halfway Point , 

English Bay and Tolstoi 

Southwest !Bay 

Zoltoi and Reef 

Northeast Point , 

Halfway Point and Zoltoi 

Zoltoi, Keef, Lukannon, Ketova 

Southwest Bay 

English Bay, Middle Hill,Tol- 

Zoltoi* Reef* Eetova ! II !.'.'.*." I .' ! 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi, Middle Hill. Lukannon 

Zoltoi and Halfway Point 

Zoltoi, Reef, Tolstoi, Lukannon. 
English Bay and Middle HiU. 
Southwest Bay, Zoltoi, Middle 

Hill, Lukannon 

BngUsh Bay and ToUtoi 



989 
1.164 
5,066 

1,923 

1,659 
2,444 

2,186 

2,060 

1.116 

1,876 

8,183 

191 

250 

102 

278 

123 

286 

200 

200 

1,562 

336 

884 

119 

134 

155 

84 

66 

420 

421 



63,295 



177 
86 
20 

187 
15 

427 

818 

767 

1,239 

426 

1,364 
865 
771 
838 

1,424 

1,266 
912 
487 
1,793 
1,117 
3,992 
2,163 
1,729 
1,197 

2,546 
1.830 
5,134 
1,500 
1,662 
1,826 
1,888 

1,840 
1,522 



July 1-4 
5 

7 
8 
9 
10 

7-10 
12 

14 
15 
16 

17 
18 

14-18 
19 



21 

Aug. 1 
5 
12 
19 
26 

Sept. 2 
12 
19 
27 

Oct. 6 
14 
22 
30 

Nov. 3 
5 
10 
24 

Dec. 5 
6 
24 



1885. 

May 19 
27 

June 3 
6 
11 
13 
15 
16 
17 
18 

19 
20 
22 



Northeast Point 

Zoltoi, Reef, Ketova 

Halfway Point 

Reef. Zoltoi, Lukannon 

Southwest Bay 

English Bay, Middle Hill, Tol 

Northeast Point 

Middle Hill. Tolstoi, Lukan 

non, Zoltoi, Reef 

Halfway Point and Zoltoi 



Southwest Bay.. 

English Bay, Middle HiU, Ke- 
tova 

Zoltoi and Lukannon 

English Bay, Tolstoi, Middle 
Hill 

Northeast Point 

Middle HULTolstolLukannon, 
Eetova. Zoltoi, Reef. 

Middle Hill, Zoltoi, Tolstoi, 
Ketova ■ 

Zoltoi 

....do 



....do 

....do 

....do 

do 

....do 

....do 

do 

.....do 

Lukannon... 

Reef 

English Bay. 

Reef 

....do 

Tolstoi 

Reef. 

....do 

EngUshBay. 
Reef , 



Total. 



Sea Lion Rook 

Reef 

Zoltoi 

Zoltoi and Reef. 

do 

Tolstoi and English Bay.. 

Halfway Point 

Zoltoi and Reef 



Southwest Bay 

Bay, Middle Hill, Zol 



to! 
Lukannon and Halfway Point. . 

Zoltoi and Reef 

Zoltoi, Reef, Lukannon 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point and Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

English Bay, Southwest Bay, 

Middle Hfll 

Reef and Lukannon 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

Lukannon. Zoltoi, Reef 

Northeast Point 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

EngUshBay and Middle HiU... 



Total 
kUled 
foraU 

pur- 
poses. 



5.7M 
1,251 
1,985 
2,071 
1,966 

1,920 
8,008 

3,067 
2,516 
2,052 

1,526 
1,788 

1.872 
5,0!89 

2,689 

1,911 
198 
02 
80 
00 
78 
109 
147 
181 
150 
142 
144 
116 
179 
1,966 
786 
182 
163 
406 
265 
244 



88,861 



181 
141 
49 
73 
126 
687 
741 
078 
1,700 

617 
1,309 

986 

789 
1,632 
1.148 

847 

1,738 
1.681 
1,051 
1,378 

667 
1,328 

680 
1,602 

563 
2,681 
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Tables showing in detail all hilling of fur ssals,for whaisosntr puirposs, &n the PribUof 
Islands during ike term of the loose of the Alaska Commereial Companjf— that is, from 
1870 to 2889, loth iiic;««{t^»--Contiiined. 



ST. PAUL ISLAND^Oontfamed. 



Date. 



Judo 30 
July 1 

2 

2 
3 
8 

4 
4 
6 
6 
7 

7 
8 
8 
9 

10 
10 
18 
18 
14 
14 
15 
15 
10 
16 
17 
17 
18 
18 
20 
20 
21 
21 
22 
22 
23 

23 
24 

25 

27 

Aug. 3 
12 
21 

Sept. 5 
12 
25 

Oct. 7 
14 
26 

lifov. 2 

4 

7 

9 

21 

Due. 4 



::. 4^ 
17j 
31 



1880. 

Jan. 21 

29 

May 5 

8 

17 

10-17 



Bookery. 



NortheMt Point 

Reef, Lakannon, Zoltoi,Ketoya 

Northeast Point 

Tolfttol, Middle HiU, Bnglinh 

Nortbeast Point! ! ! ! ! ! ! II ! ! ! 1 1 1 .' 

Halfway Point and Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Lnkannon and Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

Middle Hill, Southwest Bay, 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi, Lakannon, Ketova 

Northeast Point 

Middle Hill and Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

English Bay and Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point and Lakannon . . 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Reef. Tolstoi, Middle HiU 

Northeast Point 

SoathwestBay 

Northeast Point 

Middle HiU and BngUsh Bay . . . 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi and Lakannon 

Northeast Point 

Middle HIU, Bnglish Bay, 

Zoltoi :: 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point. Middle HUl, 

Ketova 

EngUsh Bay, Zoltoi, Ketova, 

Middle HUl, Lakannon, Reef. . 

Zoltoi, Reef, Middle HiU 

Zoltoi 

ZoltolMdRiifIiy.*.iy.'.'/.'.'./.'." 
Zoltoi 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 



Reef.. 

do 

...do 

Middle HiU. 
Reef. 



.do. 



Northeast Point.. 



Total. 



Sea Lion Rock 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

do 

Southwest Bay and Reef. 
Northeast Point 



Total 

killed 

for all 

par- 



1,068 

1,777 
1,096 

1,465 
681 

2,184 
658 

976 

161 

1.271 



2,664 
1,184 
2,560 

746 
1,204 

798 
2,804 

671 
2,184 

822 
2,692 

955 
2,180 

368 
2,137 

757 
2,203 

647 
1,562 

616 
1,591 

828 
2,728 

474 
2,743 

687 

1,608 
631 

2,498 

2,215 
983 
147 
179 
185 
135 
155 
162 
78 
122 
85 

1,524 
964 
300 
332 
148 

1,096 

48 



84 

49 

7 

5 

300 

49 



Date. 



1886. 
May 29 
June 4 



July 



Rookery. 



Reef. 

do 

Tolstoi. English Bay, Soath- 
westBay 

Halfway Point 

Reef and Zoltoi 

BngUshBay. 

Lakannon Reef 

Northeast Point 

SoathwestBay 

Northeast Point 

English Bay, Middle HiU, Tol- 

Northeast Point.' I II II 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

Reef and Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Endish Bay, Middle HlU,Tol- 

Northeas t Point 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 H 1 1 1 1 1 1 

SoathwestBay 

Northeast Point 

English Bay and Tolstoi 

Northeast rolnt 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Reef, Zoltoi, BngUsh Bay, Mid- 
dle HUl Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

....do 

SoathwestBay 

Northeast Point 

BngUsh Bay, Tolstoi, Zoltoi .... 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

English Bay and Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

SoathwestBay 

Northeast Point 

Reef and Zoltoi 

English Bay and Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

N<nrtheaat Point 

Zoltoi, Beef, Lakannon 

Northeast Point 

SoathwestBay 

Northeast Point 

English Bay, Middle Hill, 
Tolstoi i 

Northeast Point ' 

Reef, Zoltoi, Ketova, Lakannon, 

Halfway Point 

Southwest Bay and Southwest 
Point 

Northeast Point 

English Bay and Middle Hill. . 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi, Reef, Ketova, Lukannon 

Northeast Point 

Halfwav Point 

Northeast Point 

Southwest Bay and Southwest 
Point 

Northeast Point 

Reef and Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

EngUsh Bay, Middle HiU, Tol- 
stoi 

Northeast Point 



Total 
kUled 
foraU 
pftr- 



168 
562 

1,828 



214 

427 

1,843 

1,166 

1,116 

850 



761 
651 
876 

1,064 

871 
1,891 
1,161 
1,007 

650 
1,770 

965 
1,555 

498 

2,158 

581 

441 

1,070 

926 

1,503 

794 

490 

1.056 

1.819 

1,202 

856 

566 

1,268 

1.163 

1,180 

942 

866 

1,969 

1,187 

1,466 

952 

1,563 

636 

1,133 

1,014 

1,442 

1,501 

1,074 

602 

1,957 

899 

937 

1,013 

2,057 
407 

2,312 
753 

3,140 
801 
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Tables showing in detail all hilling of fur seals, for whatsoever purpose, on the Pribilof 
Islands during the term of the lease of the Alaska Commercial Company ^that is, from 
1870 to 1889, both inclusive— Continued. 

ST. PAUL ISLAKD-Oontinaed. 



Date. 



1886. 
July 21 
21 



22 
Zi 
23 
24 
24 
20 

Aug. 3 
9 
19 
30 

Sept. 6 
17 
29 

Oct. 11 
28 

Nov. 6 



8 

10 

22 

23 

Dec. 1 
21 



1887. 
May 24 
June 1 
6 
9 
11 
13 
15 
16 
17 
20 
20 
21 
21 
22 
22 
23 



Julv 



Rookery. 



Ha]fVay Point 

Northeaat Point 

Soathweat Bay and Southwest 

Point 

Northeast Point 

Reef, Zoltoi, Lukaimon, Ketova 

Northeast Point 

EngUsh Bay and Middle HiU. . 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point, Southwest Bay, 

Lukannon, Zoltoi 

Zoltoi 

....do : 

....do 

...do 

....do 

....do 

Reef 

...do 

...do 

...do 

Reef and Lukannon 

Keef. 

....do 

....do 

Tolstoi , 

Reef 

Tolstoi 



Total. 



Reof and Southwest Bay .... 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi 

Keef and Zoltoi 

Tolstoi 

Southwest Bay 

Reef and Zoltoi 

Halfway Point 

English Bay and Tolstoi 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

Reef 

Northeast Point 

English Bay, Tolstoi, Lukannon 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

Reef and Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi, Middle Hill, English 

Bay 

West Point and Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

Reef, Zoltoi, Ketova, Lukannon . 

Northeast Point 

Middle Hill and Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

English Bay 

Northeast Point 

Reef and Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi and Middle HiU 

Northeast Point 

Reef, Zoltoi, Lukannon 

Northeaat Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

English Bay and Tolstoi. . . . 

Northeast Point 

Reef and Zoltoi 



Total 
killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 



1,476 
812 

2,015 
923 

3,147 
739 

1,625 
.658 



75 
152 
134 

96 
148 
146 
148 
144 
152 
768 
445 
900 
711 
379 
289 
380 
191 



275 

138 

419 

315 

501 

407 

526 

750 

765 

523 

1,899 

1,641 

452 

1,004 

1,172 

1,314 

521 

1,165 

709 

1,961 
1.180 
1,205 
2,964 

691 
1,895 
1,144 
1,604 
1,203 
1.162 
1,201 
1,616 

624 
1,703 
1,196 
2.023 
1,056 

990 
1,247 
1,622 

994 
1,125 



July 8 
9 
9 
12 
12 
13 
13 
14 
14 
15 
15 
10 
16 
17 
18 
18 
19 

19 
20 
20 
21 
21 
22 

22 



24 

31 

Aug. 1 

8 

16 

24 

Sept 5 

6 

15 

28 

Oct. 6 

17 

26 

Nov. 1 

3 

4 

6 

7 

25 

26 

Dec. 9 

15 



Northeast Point 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

English Bay, Tolstoi, Lukannon 

Northeast Point 

Reef. Zoltoi, Ketova 

Northeaat Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

Tolstoi and Lukannon 

Northeast Point 

Reef and Zoltoi 

Northeast Point 

West Point 

Soutli west Bay 

Northeast Point 

English Bay, Middle Hill. Tol- 

Northeast Point . . '. ! ! . ". '.*.*. '.'.'.'.'.'. 
Reef, Zoltoi, Lukannon. Ketova. 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point and Lagoon 

Northeast Point 

English Bay, Tolstoi, Middle 

HiU ; 

Northeast Point 

Southwest Bay. Reef, Zoltoi, 

Lukannon . . . , 

Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 

Zoltoi 

do 

Reef and Lukannon 

English Bay 

Middle Hill. 

English Bay 

Zoltoi...... 

do 

do 

.....do 

.....do 

Reef 

do 

do 

Zoltoi 

Middle HiU 

Reef 

Middle HiU and Tolstoi 

do 

Sea Lion Rock and Southwest 

Bay 



Total. 



Jan. 25 Northeast Puint 

May 19 Tolstoi, Reef, Sea Lion Rook. 

24 Reef 

28 do 

31 Northeaat Point 

June 2 Reef 

7 ReefandZoltoi 

9 Tolstoi 

11 Southwest Bay 

12 EngUsh Bay 

15 Halfway Point 

16 ReefandZoltoi 

18 Southwest Bay 

18 Northeast Point 

19 , Tolstoi 

19 I Northeast Point 

21 ReefandZoltoi 

21 Northeast Point 

22 I Halfway Point 



795 

2,065 

429 

2,595 

2,219 

3,029 

1,930 

1,201 

826 

1,298 

803 

986 

546 

617 

2,108 

1,671 

2,038 
922 

3,209 
11,092 

1,397 
796 

1,877 
1,082 

2,226 
232 

39 
137 
113 
209 
521 
403 
356 
192 
100 
116 
108 

76 
1,013 
1,132 

32 

65 
611 

82 
•185 
450 

169 



89,092 



545 

131 

113 

82 

82 

121 

175 

342 

543 

587 

428 

789 

764 

1,490 

490 

930 

1,400 

1,604 

801 
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Tables showing in detail all killing of fur seals, far whatsoever purpose, on the Fribilof 
Islands during the term of the lease of the AUuka Commercial Company — that is, from 
1870 to 1889, ooih inclusive— OontmueA, 



ST. PAUL ISLAND-Oontinned. 



Date. 


Book^ry. 


Total 
killed 
for ail 
pur- 
poses. 


Date. 


Rookery. 


Total 
killed 
foraU 
pur- 
poses. 


1888. 
Juno 2S 


EnglUliBay,Tol8toi,Middle Hill 
Northeast Point 


702 
565 

973 

1,440 

870 

1,158 
1,509 

2,005 

850 

Oil 

1,180 

1,098 

625 

1,625 
964 
2.071 
1,413 
1,188 
1,439 
822 
1,241 

1,942 

446 

1,491 

1,009 

490 

906 

2,398 

1,740 

1,083 

959 

1,557 

927 

1,337 

912 

773 

550 

481 

2,004 

1,038 

2,055 

1,328 

2,216 

1,004 

1,410 

705 

2,018 

646 

1,157 

190 

742 

1,269 

917 

347 

970 

1,619 

1,028 

1,353 1 

650 

950 

177 

140 

150 

364 

321 

19 


1888. 

Sept 6 

15 

22 

29 

Oct. 10 

18 

27 

1 Nov. 3 

1 S 

7 

8 

9 

15 

26 

30 

Dec. 17 

26 

1889. 

May 22 
25 
28 
31 

June 5 
10 
12 
14 
15 
17 
17 
18 

18 
19 
19 
20 
21 
22 

24 
24 
25 
2« 
26 
26 
27 
27 
28 
28 
20 
29 
July 1 

2 
2 
8 

4 

4 
5 
5 
6 



8 
8 
9 
9 
10 
10 
12 


Zoltoi 


114 


23 


ii.'i.doiir.iir.iiiiinr.iii..iiii 


100 


22 


do 


98 


25 


Southwest Bay 


... do .. 


98 


25 


Northeast Pomt 


Lukannon ,..., ........... .rrr- 


83 


26 


Enfflish Bay, Middle HiU, Tol- 
Northeast Point! - 1 " I. " 1 -' i 11 . 


Middle Hill 


98 




do 


HI 


26 


Middle Hill and Zoltoi 


126 


27 


Reef, Zoltoi, Ketova, Lukan- 
non 


Reef. 


761 




do 


547 


27 


Northeast Point 


do. 


716 


28 


Halfway Point 


do 


154 


28 


Northeast Point 


Middle Hill 


277 


29 


Southwest Bay 


Reef 


111 


29 


Northeast Point 


do 


129 


30 


Middle Hill, English Hill, Tol- 
stoi 


Tolstoi 


. 206 




Sea Lion Rock 


78 


30 


Northeast Point 


Total 




July 2 


Beef and Zoltoi 


86,270 


NorthfiAflt Point 


Sea Lion Rock 


3 


Halfway Point 




3 


Northeast Point 


124 


4 


Southwest Bay 


Reef 


41 


4 


Northeast Point 


do 


23i 


5 


English Bay, Tolstoi, Lukan- 
non 


Northeast Point 


133 




Reef 


201 


5 


Northeast Point 


do.. .. 


120 


6 


Reef and Zoltoi 


Tolstoi 


947 


6 


Northeast Point 


Zoltoi and Reef 


762 


7 


Halfwav Point r r , 


Southwest Bav 


340 


7 


Northeast Point 


Halfwav Point .. .. 


805 


9 


English Bay, Tolstoi, Lukan- 
non MiddleHlU 


Northeast Point 

English Bay, Tolstoi. Middle 


1,064 


9 


Northeast Point 


1 161 


10 


Reef and Zoltoi 


Northeast Point 


1,270 


10 


Northeast Point 


do 


494 


12 


English Bay, Middle Hill, Tol- 
Btoi 


Reef. Zoltoi. Lukannon 


1,561 
253 




SontnwestBav 


12 


Northeast Point 


Northeast Pomt 


1,205 


13 


Southwest Bay 


Enfflish Bay, Toistoi. Middle 




13 


Northeast Point 


1,356 
754 


14 


Halfway Point 


Northeast Point 


15 


Northeast Point 


Reef and Zoltoi 


2,578 
979 


15 


West Point 


Halfway Point and Lukannon. . 
Northeast Point 


16 


Reef and Zoltoi 


1,407 

1.314 

441 


16 


Northeast Point 


English Bay and Middle Hill . . 
Northeast Point 


17 


English Bay and Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 


17 


Southwest Bay 


311 


18 


Southwest Bay 


Northeast Point 


844 


18 


Northeast Point 


Reef, Zoltoi, Ketova 


1,349 


19 


Halfway Point 


Northeast Point 


479 


19 


Northeast Point 


.... do 


335 


20 


Reef and Zoltoi 


English Bay and Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 


1.038 

1,200 

1,028 

834 


20 


Northeast Point 


21 


English Bay and Tolstoi 

Lagoon 


Reef, Zoltoi, Lukannon 


21 


Halfwav Point 


21 


Northeast Point 


Northeast Point 


968 


23 


Reef, Lukannon, Zoltoi 


Enelish Bay, Tolstoi, Middle 




23 


Northeast Point 


1,841 
1 706 


24 


Halfway Point 


Reef, Zoltoi, Lukannon 


24 


Northeast Point 


Northeast Point 


1,559 


25 


EngUsh Bay, Tolstoi, Middle 


Southwest Bay 


1.255 




Northeast Point 

English Bay, Tolstoi, Middle 


1 524 


25 


Northeast Point 




26 


Reef, Zoltoi, Lukannon 


1.302 


26 


Northeast Point 


Northeast Point 


376 


27 


Southwest Bay and Zoltoi 

Zoltoi 


Reef. Zoltoi. Lukannon 


814 


Aug. 2 


Northeast Point 


914 


^ 8 


do 


English Bay and Tolstoi 

Northeast Point 


1,814 
641 


16 


do 


28 


Middle HiU and Lukannon 

Zoltoi 


Halfway Point 


654 


24 


Northeast Point 


800 


24 


do 


Reef and Zoltoi 


2,004 
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Tables showing in deUUl all hilling of fur seals, for whatsoever purpose, on the PriHlof 
Islands during the term of the lease of the Alaska Commercial Company — that is, from 
1870 to 1889. both inoliMiva— Continued. 

t ST. PAITL ISLAin)— Continaed. 



Date. 



Bookery. 



Totol 
kiUed 
for all 
par- 



Date. 



Bookmy. 



I 



lH>tal 
UUed 
foraU 
pnr- 



Jaly 18 
13 
15 
15 
16 
16 
17 
17 
18 

18 
19 
19 
20 
20 
22 

22 
23 
23 
24 
24 
25 
25 
26 
26 



SoathweetBay 

Northeast Fobit 

English Bay and Kiddle Hill. 

Northeast Point 

Beef, Zoltoi, Lukannon 

Northeast Point , 

Halfway Point and Lukannon. 

Northeast Point 

LMpoon, English Bay, Middle 

Northeast Point '...,'./.'.. 

SoathweetBay 

Northeast Point 

Beef and Zoltoi , 

Northeast Point 

English Bay. Middle Hill, La- 

kannon 

Northeast Point 

Reef. Zoltoi. Eetoya 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeast Point 

BngUsh Bay and Middle Hill. 

Northeast Point 

SoathwestBay 

Northeast Point 



1,006 
793 
3,085 
1,838 
1,911 
1,156 
1,931 
948 

2.046 
1.282 
2,017 

834 
1,913 I 

243 

1,943 

850 
1,122 

740 
1,384 

616 

1,756 

1 

680 
1,483 



1889. 

July 27 
29 
29 
30 
30 
81 
31 

Aug. 6 
14 
22 
31 

Sept. 9 
18 
25 

Oot 5 
15 
26 

Nov. 4 
19 
21 
27 
27 
30 

Dec 11 



Zoltoi and LoJcaanon 

English Bay and Middle HIU. 

Northeast Point 

Halfway Point 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point , 

Zoltoi 

Lukannon , 

Zoltoi 

.....do 

Tolstoi 

Zoltoi 

do 

do 

do 

....do 

Lukannon , 

Zoltoi 

Tolstoi 

Beef 

.....do 

Zapadnie , 

Reef 

Zapadnie 



Total. 



1,106 

1.643 

1,624 

973 

615 

538 

160 

168 

131 

141 

179 

141 

110 

107 

120 

103 

132 

1,100 

1,460 

347 

192 

10 

240 

243 



73,082 



ST. GEORGE ISLAND. 



1870. 



1871. 

Judo 4 

6 

8 

9 

13 

15 

17 

20 

22 

24 

26 

27 

28 

July 1 

3 

5 

8 

10 

12 

14 

15 

18 

20 

21 

23 

25 

27 

28 

30 

31 



Not indicated in the records 

of this year. 

Alaska Oommeroial Co., Hutch- 
inson, Kohl & Co 



Total. 



Near 

Northeast 

Near , 

SoathwestBay... 

Starry Arteel . 

Southwest Bay... 

Northern 

Southwest Bay.... 

Northeast 

Starry Arteel 

SoathwestBay.... 

Northeast 

Starry Arteel 

Northern 

SoathwestBay 

Starry Arteel 

SoathwestBay.... 

Northern 

do 

SoathwestBay... 

Northern 

-...do 

Southwest Bay — 

Northern 

Southwest Bay — 

Northern , 

....do 

Stany Arteel 

SoathwestBay.... 

Northern 

Taken in Octoher. 
Pups for food , 



Total 21,157 





1872. 




June 3 




5 


C 1,200 


8 


\ 473 


10 


(6,786 


U 




11 
12 
12 
15 


8,450 




123 


15 


98 


17 


69 


19 


277 


19 


822 


19 


301 


22 


434 


22 


172 


22 


518 


24 


504 


24 


208 


25 


462 


25 


571 


27 


875 


28 


303 


29 


518 


29 


612 


July 1 


1,769 


2 


1,021 


2 


481 


3 


1,038 




1,264 




484 




945 




542 




792 




1,054 




730 


10 


1,270 


11 


893 


12 


237 


U 


2,000 


15 




15 


21,157 


17 





18 



SoathwestBay., 

North 

East 

Southwest Bay., 

North 

Starry Arteel ... 
SoathwestBay.. 

East 

Starry Arteel..., 

North 

Eaat 

North 

Starry Arteel... 
SoathwestBay.. 

East 

North 

Starry Arteel.... 
SoathwestBay.. 

East 

Starry Arteel... 

North 

Starry Arteel.... 

North 

Starry Arteel.... 
SoathwestBay.. 

East 

North 

Starry Arteel.... 
SoathwestBay., 

East 

Starry Arteel... 
SoathwestBay.. 

North ... 

East 

Stany Arteel... 

North 

East 

Southwest Bay. . 

North 

East 

Starnr Arteel.... 

Norto 

East 

Starry Arteel.... 



49 
162 

81 
175 

98 

61 
140 
188 
405 
800 
212 
261 
860 
349 
701 
261 
629 
600 
237 
805 
400 
560 
643 
981 
454 
431 
245 
641 
300 
574 
274 
718 
867 
300 
610 
1.412 
482 
1,332 
600 
683 
770 
, 675 
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Tables ihawing in detail all hilling of fur seals, for wkaisoever purpose, on ike PribUof 
Islands during the term of the lease of the Alaska Commercial uompany-^that is, from 
1870 to 1889, ioih incZiMiva— Continaed. 

ST. GSOBGE ISLAND-GoBtinned. 



Date. 



Bookery. 



Total 
Ulled 
foraU 
par- 
poaet. 



Date. 



Bookery. 



Total 
killed 
foraU 
pur- 
poaea. 



1872. 
July 19 

ao 

22 
22 
23 
25 
26 
25 
27 
27 
27 
27 



1873. 
Jane 4 
5 
6 
9 
10 
12 
13 
16 
17 
10 
21 
21 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
30 
30 
Jaly 2 
3 
4 
5 
8 
8 
9 
11 
11 
12 
13 
14 
16 
17 
18 
20 
21 
23 
23 
25 



1874. 
Jane 1 
8 
11 
12 
14 
16 
18 
22 
28 
27 



SonthweatBay 

Baat 

Starry Arteel 

KortiS 

Baat 

Starry Arteel 

Bast 

North 

East 

North 

Starry Arteel 

SoathweatBay 

Killed for natfvea' food. . . 

Total 

North 

Starry Arteel 

SoathweatBay 

East and Starry Arteel. . . 

SoathweatBay 

North 

SoathweatBay 

North and Starry Arteel 

SoathweatBay 

Baat 

Starry Arteel and North . . 

SoathweatBay 

East , 

SoathwestBay 

Starry Arteel and North. 

East 

SoathwestBay 

Starry Arteel and North. 

SoathweatBay 

Baat 

Starry Arteel , 

SoathwestBay 

Eaat 

Starry Arteel 

SoathwestBay 

Bast 

Starry Arteel and North. 

East 

SoathwestBay 

Starry Arteel and North. 

Bast 

Soathwest Bay 

Starry Arteel and North 

Eaat 

SoathwestBay 

Starry Arteel and North, 

Baat 

SoathweatBay 

Starry Arteel 

Baat 

SoathwestBay 

Starry Arteel 

Bast 

Paps killed for food , 

Total 

North 

do 

Baat 

Starry Arteel and North, 

SoathwestBay « 

Eaat 

Starry Arteel and North. 

Bast , 

Starry Arteel and North. 
SoathwestBay 



1.171 
400 
600 
820 
703 
800 
400 
252 
850 
85 
200 
227 

2,000 



27,000 



198 
240 
285 
190 
275 
300 
521 
378 
174 
813 
506 
870 
180 
499 
106 
241 
801 
493 
810 
168 
832 
564 
592 
617 
743 
616 
690 
974 
602 
474 
345 
837 
480 
1,097 
913 
1,369 
1.810 
513 
888 
1,710 
600 
588 
1,528 
2.100 



27,190 



56 

81 
116 
154 
250 
170 
354 
178 
378 
575 



1874. 

Jane 29 

Jaly 1 

8 

8 

9 

14 

16 

16 

18 

20 

SS 

24 

24 



1876. 

Jane 1 
9 
11 
U 
16 
18 
19 
28 
24 
28 
30 

Jaly 6 
7 
12 
14 
17 



1876. 
Jane 1 
8 
12 
14 
15 
22 
25 
27 



Jaly 



1877. 

Jane 1 
12 
18 
14 
18 
20 
22 
23 
26 
29 

Jaly 3 
6 
9 
10 



Starry Arteel and North., 

East 

Starry Arteel and North., 

East 

do 

East and North , 

Bast 

Stany Arteel 

SoathweatBay 

East 

East and North 

East 

North , 

Pups killed for food 



Total.. 



Starry Arteel and North. 
....do 



Starry Arteel and North . 

Eaat 

Starry Arteel and North . 

SoathwestBay 

East 

Starry Arteel and North . 

Bast 

Starry Arteel and North . 

East 

Starry Arteel and North . 

Bast 

North 

.-..do 

Killed for food 



Total. 



North ....••...•.......•• • 

Starry Arteel and North . 

Eaat 

SoathwestBay 

Starry Arteel and North . 

Bast 

Stanry Arteel and North . 

East. 

Storry Arteel and North . 

East. 

Starry Arteel 

Bast 

Paps for food 



Total. 



North...... .............. 

.....do 

East 

SoathwestBay 

North and Sturry Arteel . 

Eaat 

North 

Baat 

North and Starry Arteel . 

East 

North and Stany Arteel . 

East 

North 

East 

EiUed for food 

....do 



686 
800 
792 
041 
648 
268 
634 
568 
411 
871 
778 
640 
166 
2.446 



12.416 



302 
266 
177 
307 
358 
334 

1,294 
666 
540 
692 

1.412 
717 

1.019 

1.078 
676 
177 

1.500 



11,500 

416 
872 
888 

509 

784 

581 

2.067 

1.168 

1.028 

1.2S9 

1,027 

317 

1,500 

11,500 



TotaL. 



198 

702 

678 

1.389 

1.164 

888 

871 

552 

1,860 

1,580 

1,660 

2.164 



266 
1,600 

16,500 
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Tables ihawing in detail all killing of fur aeaU, for whatsoever purpose, on the Pribilof 
Islands during the term of the lease of the Alaska Commercial Company — that is, from 
1870 to 1889, both ino2««iv0— Continned. 

ST. GEOBOE ISLAND-Continued. 



Dttto. 



1878. 
June 10 
14 
17 
19 
22 
25 
27 



July 1 
2 
4 
8 
10 
12 
13 
15 
17 
19 
21 



1879. 

Jane 8 

10 

11 

12 

13 

16 

17 

19 

20 

20 

23 

23 

25 

25 

26 

27 

30 

July 3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

14 

16 

16 

24 

28 

Anp. 6 

10 

Sept. 1 

2:i 

Oct. 2 

16 

Kov. 3 

8 

8 

Deo. G 



1880. 

May 18 

26 

June 3 

9 

12 



Bookery. 



North 

Southwest Bay 

North, Starry Arteel, Boat. . . . 

Southwest Bay 

North and Starry Arteel 

Bast 

Southwest Bay 

do 

Killed for food to date 

East 

North and Starry Arteel 

Southwest Bay 

East 

North an d Starry Arteel 

Southwest Bay 

do 

East 

East and North 

North and Starry Arteel 

East 

Killed for food to May 10, 1879. 



Total. 



North. 
East. 



Southwest Bay 

Starry Arteel. 

Southwest Bay 

East 

Southwest Bay 

Starry Arteel and North 

East 

Southwest Bay 

North and Starry Arteel 

Southwest Bay 

East 

Southwest Bay 

do 

North and Starry Arteel 

East 

North and Starry Arteel 

Southwest Bay 

do 

North 

East 

North and Starry Arteel 

East 

North 

Southwest Bay 

do 

North 

do 

do 

North 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Klllwl for food 

Southwest Bay and Starry Ar- 
tocl 



Total 
killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 



825 

1,074 

858 

717 

670 

824 

851 

517 

405 

644 

930 

1,433 

793 

1,338 

828 

1,025 

1,892 

1,290 

1,577 

1,291 

2,627 



20,804 



69 

450 

105 

413 

872 

445 

602 

755 

473 

434 

615 

576 

888 

524 

278 

1,179 

1,505 

1,414 

849 

351 

535 

1,775 

1,263 

1,840 

863 

8 
63 
48 
68 
54 
47 
58 
48 
18 
318 
1,506 

113 



ToUl 22,190 



North 

Starry Arteel 

North 

East 

North and Starry Arteel. . 



14 

23 

82 

338 

664 



Date. 



1880. 
June 14 
15 
17 
17 
19 
19 
21 
22 
23 
25 



Bookery. 



Bast 

Southwest Bay 

....do 

North and Starry Arteel. 

Eait 

Southwest Bay 

North and Starry Arteel. 

Southwest Bay , 

East 

Southwest Bay 

North and Starry Arteel 

East 

Southwest Bay 

Starry Arteel 

North. 

East 

Southwest Bay 

North and Starry Art<H)l 

East 

Southwest Bay 

East 

During season perished on the 

drives 
North. 
Zapadnie. 
....do, 
North, 
do. 



Total 
killed 
foraU 
pur- 
poses. 



862 
788 
254 
569 
599 
228 
1,183 
518 
814 




24 
27 
28 
30 
July 1 

6 

7 

8 

11 

12 

12 

14,15 

14 

16 

26 

30 

Aug. 9 

15 

26 

Sept. 8 



Starry Arteel, East, North 

do.... 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East. 

do , 

East and Zapadnie 

, Starry Arteel, North, Zapadnie. 

East 

Starry Arteel and Nortli 

I East and Zapadnie | 

I Zapadnie, Starry Arteel, North . 

I East ' 

I Starrv Arteel and North 

Zapadnie ' 

I East 

Starry Arteel and North 

East I 

Starry Arteel. 

Zapaanio 

East 

Zapadnie ' 

Bast, North, Starry Arteel 

North , 

do I 

....do 

do 

.....do 

.....do 



445 

1,030 

518 

553 

815 

1,119 

1.034 

1,378 

1,182 

476 

1,356 

363 

1,310 

498 

771 

1,715 

592 

1,639 

43 

45 

67 

92 

52 

62 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTBIES. 



271 



Tables showing in detail all killing of fur sealSf for whatsoever purpose, on the Pribilof 
Islands during the term of the lease of the Alaska Commercial Company^that is, from 
1870 to 1889, both inclusivo— Continued. 



ST. GEORGE ISLAin)-Continaed. 



Date. 



1881. 
Sept. 13 

24 
Oct. 3 

22 
Nov. 2 

10 



1882. 

May 22 
29 

June 6 
12 
16 
10 



July 



Aug. 5 

U 

17 

25 

Sept. 15 

Kov. 22 



1883. 

May 26 

June 4 

12 

i 16 

10 

22 

25 



July 



Rookery. 



North 

Eaat 

North 

Eaat 

North 

...do 

Starry Arteel . 



Total. 



North 

....do 

.-..do 

Starry Arteel. North, East. 

...Ah 

.. .do 

....do 

....do 

.-..do 

....do 

....do 

....do 

...-do 

....do 

Eaat 

Starry Arteel and North..., 

Eaat 

Starry Arteel and North.... 

East 

Starry Arteel and North 

Eaat 

Starry Arteel and North 

North 

East 

Starry Arteel 

East 

....do 

....do 

Starry Arteel 

....do 



Total. 



North 

....do 

Starry Arteel and Eaat 

do 

Starry Arteel 

East and Starry Arteel 

Eas^ North, Starry Arteel. . 

"!!do;J!!!]!!i!!II!!""!!;] 

....do 

....do 

....do 

Zapadnie 

Little East and East 

Zapadnie 

North and Starry Arteel 

Little Eastand East 

North and Starry Arteel. . . 

Little East and East 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel and North 

Little East and Eaat 

Zapadnie 

Little Eastand East 

Zapadnie 

North, East, Starry Arteel . 

Bast 

Stany Arteel, North, East. 
....do...... 



Total 
killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 



65 



50 



472 
113 



21,289 



12 

48 

26 

500 

800 

927 

847 

1,105 

1,044 

1,273 

1,065 

Oil 

1,884 

1.055 

1,371 

1,115 

1.070 

587 

640 

1,022 

1.086 

655 

50 

40 

45 

84 

44 

46 

110 

10 



10,078 



40 
78 
136 
287 
61 
380 
684 
448 
611 
340 
200 
647 

1,336 
307 
507 
263 
546 
321 
775 

1,017 
130 
467 

1,216 
281 

1,150 

766 

78 

606 

505 



Date. 



July 31 



Aug. 13 
21 
31 

Sept. 14 

Oct. 10 
20 

Nov. 2 
10 



1884 
May 21 
26 
June 4 
10 
12 
16 
18 
21 



July 



26 

30 

Aug. 4 

14 
21 

Sept. 2 
15 

Nov. 3 
6 
12 
26 



1885. 
May iB 
June 1 
11 
15 
18 
17 
15 
22 
27 
29 
July 8 
7 
10 
13 
17 



Aug. 3 



Rookery. 



Starry Arteel, North, East 

During theseason, perished on 

dri ves 

East 

Near 

Little East 

East 

Near 

Near and North 

North 

North and Starry Arteel 



Total. 



East 

North 

East 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East . 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel. North, East . 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East . 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East . 

Zapadnie 

....do 

Starry Arteel, North, East . 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East , 

Zapadnie 

East and Little East 

Starry Arteel and North . . . 

Zapadnie 

East and Little East 

Starry Arteel and North . . . 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel and North . . . 

East and Little East 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East . 

East 

....do 

North 

East 

Near 

North 

...do 

....do 

.-..do 

Starry Arteel 



Total. 



North V. 

do 

Starry Arteel, North, East. . 

Zapadnie 

do 

Starry Arteel and North 

East 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East. 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East . . 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East . . 

Zapaanie 

Starry Arteel, North, East . . 

Zapaanie 

North 

....do 



TotAl 
killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 



473 



100 
50 
60 
54 
120 
540 
340 
171 

16.214 



15 

52 

110 

1,222 

604 

585 

572 

592 

603 

578 

480 

280 

11 

71 

00 

1,200 

073 

302 

465 

728 

906 

506 

707 

744 

697 

578 

640 

225 

10 

48 

64 

60 

60 

615 

482 

603 

27 



16, 578 



40 

38 

760 

77 

606 

802 

825 

414 

1,776 

401 

2,287 

780 

2,158 

1,011 

2,222 

483 

35 

23 
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Tables ahotoing in deiail all killing of fur seal$,far whaUower jmrpo§e, on ike Prihilof 
Island* during the term of the lease of the Alaska Commercial Company— that is, from 
1870 to 1889, hoth inoZimve— Gontinned. 

ST. GEORGE ISLAND^Contlniied. 



Date. 



1885. 
Aug. 6 
21 
25 
Nov. 4 
6 
18 
21 



1886. 

Kay 18 
28 

Jnne 8 
U 
10 
14 
17 
21 



24 



Jnly 



23 

Ane. 2 

2 

9 

17 

23 
Sept. 6 
Oct. 26 

28 
Nov. 8 

13 



1887. 

May 20 
28 

June 9 
14 
16 
20 
21 
25 
27 
28 
30 

July 1 

6 
8 
11 
12 
14 
18 
19 
21 
22 



Rookery. 



North •■■••••.•••.••••«••••■•... 

Bast 

North 

Near 

North 

....do 

Starry Arteel 

Perlened on drives during year. 



Total. 



East 

North 

Captured skins 

Zapadnie food skins 

Starry Arteel, North, East. 

Zapaanie 

Starrv Arteel, North, East. 

Zapaanie 

Starry Arteel and North . . 

East 

Zapadnie 

do 

Starry Arteel and North . . 

East 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel and North . . 

East 

Starry Arteel and North . . 

Zapaanie 

East 

Starry Arteel and North . . 

Zapaanie , 

Starry Arteel and North . . , 

East 

East and North 

Near North 

do 

East 

North 

East 

North 

.....do 

East , 

North , 

East 

Perished on drive , 



Total. 



North 

....do 

North and East 

North, East, Starry Arteel . 

Zapadnie 

^oT 



Starry Arteel, North, East. . 

East 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel and North 

East 

Starry Arteel and North 

Zapaanie 

East, North, Starry Arteel. . 

East 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, Near, North. 

East 

Zapadnie 

Near, North, Starry Arteel. 

East 

Stury Arteel and North 



Total 
killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 



50 
65 
37 
260 
700 
120 
41 
63 



16,144 



89 

102 

4 

81 

1,430 

779 

1,438 

843 

742 

343 

806 

288 

632 

482 

620 

503 

660 

867 

745 

888 

712 

663 

863 

527 

296 

14 

11 

66 

42 

70 

76 

750 

24 

527 

3 

12 



Date. 



16,486 



25 

82 

390 

466 

427 

261 

974 

533 

509 

847 

410 

100 

883 

1,321 

421 

701 

1,296 

1,509 

1,077 

894 

1,130 



1887. 

Aug. 8 

6 

12 

20 

22 

Sept 6 

10 

19 

Oct. 24 

Nov. 1 

7 



1888. 

Juoe 6 
11 
12 
16 
18 
19 
22 
25 
26 
27 
29 

July 2 

3 

4 

6 

9 

10 

12 

13 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

28 

24 

25 

26 

27 

27 

Aug. 9 
9 
16 
20 
28 

Sept. 6 
27 

Oct. 20 

Nov. 1 
6 

Aug. 20 



1888. 

May 22 

June 4 

10 

17 

18 

21 

22 

24 

26 

27 

29 

July 1 

2 

6 



Rookeiy. 



Near 

East 

do.... 

.....do.... 
.....do.... 

Near 

Zapadnie. 

do — 

East 

Near 

do.... 



Total. 



North 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East. 

do 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East. 

do 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel and North. . . . 

East 

Starry Arteel and North ... 

Zapaanie 

East 

Stanry Arteel and North. . . 

East 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteeland North 

East 

Starrv Ai>teel andNorth 

Zapadnie 

North 

Stany Arteel and East 

Zapaanie 

Starry Arteel, North, East. . 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel, North, East. . 

Zapaanie 

Starry Arteel, North, East. . 

Zapaanie 

Starry Arteel, North, East. . 

Near 

North 

.....do 

Bast 

Starry Arteel and North . ... 

East and Starry Arteel 

North 

North and East 

North 

do 

Zapadnie (for watchmen) 



Total., 



North and Baat 

East , 

Zapadnie 

.....do 

Starry Arteel, North, Bast. 

East 

North and Starry Arteel ... 

Zapadnie 

East andNorth 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel and East 

Zapaanie 

North, Bast, Starry Arteel. 
do.... > 



Total 
killed 
for all 
par- 



58 
41 
87 
28 
61 
44 
24 
45 
126 
766 
614 



16.668 



121 
272 
455 

227 

427 
324 
764 
911 
896 
438 
343 
343 
632 
503 
660 
389 
1,170 
820 
518 
705 
410 
092 
866 
654 
179 
406 
150 
621 
144 
410 
89 
89 
37 
191 
494 
428 
40 
73 
610 
868 
68 

17,034 



60 
166 
207 
244 
773 
176 
284 
606 
496 
828 
429 
167 
276 
41B 
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TdbleB showing in detail all kilUng of fur seaU.far wkaUower purpose, on the PriHUf 
Islands during the term of the lease of the Alaska Commercial Company — that is, from 
1870 to 1889, both inclusive-^ontmned, 

ST. GB0B6E ISLAITD— Conttniied. 



Date. 



July 8 
10 
12 
13 
16 
16 
18 
19 
22 
23 
24 
26 
27 
28 
29 



Kookery. 



Zapadnie > 

North, East, SUunry Arteel. 

Zapadiiie 

North, East, Starry Arteel 

Zapadnie 

North, East, Starry Arteel 

Zapadnie 

North, East, Starry Arteel 

Zapadnie — '. 

North, East, Starry Arteel. 

Zapadnie 

North, East, Starry Arteel. 

do 

Zapadnie 

North, East, Starry Arteel 



Total 
killed 
for all 
par- 
poses. 



270 
192 
667 
371 

1,028 
439 

1,140 
600 

. 628 
279 

1,430 
942 
668 
616 



Date. 



Aug. 10 
10 
30 

Sept. 7 
21 
30 

Oct. 11 
21 
31 

Nov. 6 
12 
26 



Rookery. 



North 

.....do 

do 

East 

do 

North 

....do.-..*.... 
Starry Arteel.. 

North 

...do 

do 

Starry Arteel.. 



Total. 



Total 
killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 



66 
66 

48 

64 

60 

88 

37 

82 

4 

606 

477 

61 



16,226 



Fur seals killed on the island of St, Paul, for all purposes, from 1870 to 1889, both inclusive, 
[Compiled from tahles on file in the Treasury Department.] 





Seals kOledfornatiyes* food. 


Seals killed for skins for 
lessees. 


Total of bachelors killed. 


Grand 
total of 
seals 
killed 
foraU 
pur- 
poses. 


Tear. 


Pups. 

2,800 
2,877 
5,121 
5,489 
4,897 
3,745 
3.058 
6.007 
6,206 
5,071 
4.413 


Baoh. 
elors. 


Skins 

ac- 
cepted. 


Skins 

re- 
jected. 


Bach- 
elors. 


Skins 

ac- 
cepted. 


Skins 

re- 
jected. 


Bach- 
elors. 


Skins 

ac- 
cepted. 


Skins 

re- 
jected. 


1870 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 


6,449 
2.841 
6,916 
2,090 
4,874 
6.282 
6.061 
4,041 
4,718 
6,070 
4,466 
7,638 
6, 176 
8.168 
3,907 
8.184 
3.081 
4,207 
8,762 
3.400 


'2;296' 
5,366 
1,198 
4.225 
5,784 
3.064 
2.863 
3,632 
3,896 
3.408 
6.068 
3,362 
2,194 
2.682 
2,508 
2,480 
3,975 
3.700 
2,570 


6,449 

61 

1,651 

892 

649 

498 

1,997 

1.188 

1,086 

2,072 

1,418 

1,470 

1,813 

974 

1,325 

676 

601 

232 

62 

830 


6,066 
75,585 
69,782 
74,408 
88,368 
84,933 
74,138 
58,762 
78,595 
77,280 
75,900 
76,236 
74,659 
67, 145 
82,213 
82,908 
82,180 
82,708 
80,330 
81,712 


6,017 
74.628 
69. 576 
73,884 
88.258 
84,860 
71, 137 
68,782 
78,570 
77,280 
75,872 
76, 169 


48 
957 
206 
524 
110 

73 
1 

30 

25 

""28 
A7 


12, 614 
77,926 
76,698 
76,498 
93,242 
91,216 
79,199 
62,803 
83,313 
83,250 
80.366 
83,774 
79,834 
60,313 
86,120 
86,092 
86,261 
86,916 
84,092 
86,112 


6,017 
76, 918 
74,941 
75,082 
92,483 
90,644 
77,201 
61,585 
82,202 
81, 178 
78,920 
82,226 
77,943 
59,264 
84,668 
85,374 
84.630 
86,664 
84,014 
84,268 


6,497 

1.008 

1,757 

1,416 

769 

671 

1,996 

1,218 

1.111 

2.072 

1.446 

1,537 

1,891 

1,049 

1,462 

718 

631 

261 

78 

844 


16,814 
81,808 
81.819 
81,987 
98,139 
94.960 
83, 167 
67,810 
88,519 
88,821 
84,779 
83,774 
79,834 


1882 




74,581 1 78 
57,070' 75 
82.086 1 127 
82,866 1 42 
82, 150 80 
82,679 1 29 
80.314 ' 16 
81,698 . 14 


1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 


2,982 
2,741 
2,788 
2,824 
2,177 
2,178 
2,280 


63,296 
88,861 
88,880 
88,086 
89,092 
86,270 
87,892 


Total. 


67,654 


90,630 


64,796 


25,834 


1,463,907 


1,461,427 2,480 


1,554,637 


1,526,212 


28,814 


1,622,091 



Note.— The above statement includes all seals killed from all causes, either Intentional or accidental, 
incident to the taking of seal skins on the island of St. Paul. 
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.FW* seals hilled on the Uland of Si, George, for all purposes, from 1870 to 1889, both 

inolueive, 

[Compiled from tablea on file in the TroMnry Department.] 





SealB killed for natives' food. 


Seals kiUed for skins 
for lessees. 


Total of bachelors killed, 
accepted and r<^ected. 


Gnukd 
total of 
seals 


Year. 


Pupe. 


Bach- 
elors. 


Skins 

ac- 
cepted. 


Skins 

re- 
jected. 


Bach- 
elors. 


Skins 
ac- 
cepted. 


Skills 

re- 
jected. 


Bach- 
elors. 


Skins 

ac- 
cepted. 


Skins 

re- 
jected. 


killed 
for all 
pur- 
poses. 


Ig70 


1,200 
2,090 
2,000 
2,190 
2,446 
1,500 
1,500 
1,500 
1.500 
1,506 
1,330 
1,031 








7,259 
18,830 
25,000 
25,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
14,744 
17,772 
19.841 
18,907 
19,446 
19,495 
14, 739 
14,728 
14, 745 
14,606 
14,727 
14,647 
13,642 


7,259 
18.830 
25,000 
25,000 
10.000 
10,000 
10,000 
14,744 
17,772 
19,768 
18.830 
19,360 
19,440 
14,675 
14,620 
14,686 
14,578 
14,726 
14,582 
13,641 


**"83" 
77 
86 
36 
64 
106 
59 
28 

2 
65 

1 


7,259 
19.067 
25,000 
26,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
15,000 
19,304 
20,684 
12,609 
20.258 
19,978 
15,214 
15.073 
15.064 
15.150 
15,812 
16,056 
14,154 


7,259 
19,067 
25,000 
25,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
15,000 
18,988 
20,322 
19,396 
19.869 
19.811 
15,143 
14,843 
14,990 
14,991 
15.196 
15,903 
13,921 




"'"sie' 

362 
214 
389 
167 

71 
230 

74 
159 
116 
153 
283 


8,450 
21,157 
27,000 


1871 

1872 


237 


237 




1873 








27,190 


1874 








12.446 


1875 








11,500 
11 500 


1876 








1877 

1878 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 


256 
1,532 
843 
702 
812 
483 
475 
345 
319 
544 
585 
1,409 
512 


256 
1,216 
564 
565 
509 
371 
468 
223 
804 
413 
471 
1,321 
280 


'"316' 
279 
137 
303 
112 
7 
122 

15 
131 
114 

88 
232 


16,500 
20,804 
22,190 
20,939 
21,289 
19 978 


1883 

1884 

1885 

1886 

1887 

1888 

1889 


1.000 
1,500 
1,080 
1,286 
1.356 
978 
1,071 


16, 214 
16,573 
16.144 
16.436 
16,668 
17,034 
16,225 


Total.. 


28,064 


9,054 


7, 198 1, 856 

1 


318, 128 


317,500 


628 


327,182 


324,696 2,484 

■ 1 


365,246 



NoTB.— The above statement includes all seals killed from all causes, either intentional or accidental, 
incident to the taking of seal skins on the island of St. George. 

Fur seals WXed on the islands of St, Paul and St. George, for all purposes, from 1870 

to 1889, both inclusive. 



Seals killed for natives' food. 



St. Paul Island.. 
St. George Island. 

Total 



67,554 
28,064 



95,628 



90, 
9,054 



99,684 



i 



63064,796 
7,198 



71,994 






25.884 
1,866 



27,790 



Seals killed for skins 
Ibr lessees. 



•3 



1,463,907 
818, 128 



1,782,035 



H 

It 



1,461,427 
317,600 



1,778,927 



2,480 



Total of bachelors killed, 
accepted and rejected. 



I 



1,654,537 
327, 182 



3,1081,881,719 



1,526, 
324,698 



21228, 



1,850.910 



314 
2,484 



30,798 



Grand 
toUlof 
seals 
killed 
foraU 
pur- 
poses. 



1, 622, 091 
355,216 



1, 977, 3u7 
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SeaU taken on Si, Paul Island in 1890, 
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Date. 



May 28 
Jane 6 
11 
13 
16 
17 
17 
18 
18 
20 
20 
21 
21 
28 
23 
24 
24 
26 
25 
26 
27 
27 



30 



July 



Rookery. 



SoathwestBay 

Reef 

do 

TolBtol 

j^i^f 

Northeaat Point! *."!!".**'.*.!!!'. 

Halfway Point 

Tolstoi and Middle fliU 

Northeaat Point 

Reef and Lnkannon 

Northeast Point 

SonthwoatBay 

Northeaat Point 

Engliah Bay and Lukannon. . . 

Northeaat Point 

Reef and Zoltoi 

Northeaat Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeaat Point 

Southwest Bay 

EngUah Bay and Middle Hill. . 

Northeaat Point 

Reef 

Northeaat Point 

Tolatoi, Middle Hill, EnglUh 

Bay.Ketova 

Northeaat Point 

Reef 

Northeaat Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeaat Point 

SoathwestBay 

Northeaat Point 



TotaL 



119 
116 
574 
182 
317 

16 
167 
274 

78 
339 
438 
292 

96 
521 
179 
426 



166 
117 



206 
79 I 

209 I 

98 

246 I 
131 
242 I 

96 I 
183 I 
180 



Date. 



July 



Rookery. 



Tol8toi,£ngli8h Bay, Middle Hill 

Northeaat Point 

Reef 

Northeaat Point , 

English Bay, Middle HiU, Tol- 
atoi, Lukannon, Ketova 

Northeaat Point 

Halfway Point 

Northeaat Point 

Southwest Bay 

Northeast Point 

Reef 

Northeaat Point 

Engliah Bay, Middle HiU. Tol- 
atoi, Lukannon, Eetova 

Halfway Point 

Northeaat Point 

Reef : 

Eneliah Bay, Middle Hill, Tol- 
atoi, Lukannon, Ketova 

Northeast Point 

do 

Polavina, Lnkannon, Ketova. . 

Northeaat Point 

do 

Zapadnie 

Reef and Zoltoi 

Northeaat Point 

Engliah Bay, Middle HiU, Tol- 
atoi, Ketova, Rocky Point — 

Northeaat Point 

Total 



TotaL 



494 
821 
526 

74 

411 
336 
261 
379 
163 
271 
378 
112 



211 
658 
104 

315 
245 
312 
372 
485 
405 
236 
656 
446 

780 
556 



17,124 



SeaU taken on St. George Island in 1890. 



Dato. 



June 2 

16 

18 

19 

20 

23 

25 

28 

80 

Jnly 1 

3 

5 

7 



Rookery. 



North 

East 

North ^ 

Eaat and Little Eaat 

Zapadnie 

Starry Arteel and North 

Eaat and Little Eaat 

Starry Arteel and North 

Zapaonie 

Eaat and Little Ea«t 

Starry Artoel and North 

Eaat and Little Eaat 

Zapadnie 



TotaL 



71 
218 
118 
181 
894 
164 
184 
189 
189 
149 
238 
57 
58 



Dato. 



July 8 
9 
11 
12 
14 
15 
16 
18 
20 
20 



Rookery. 



Eaat and Little Eaat 

Starry Arteel and North 

Eaat 

St4urry Arteel and North 

Zapaonie 

Eaat 

Starry Arteel and North 

Eaat 

Starry Arteel and North 
Zapadnie 

Total 



TotaL 



24 

193 
60 
103 
63 
132 
119 
71 
641 
627 



4,133 
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PAST AND FUTURE OF THE FUR SEAL. ^ 

BY JOSEPH STANLEY-BROWN. 

There are but two groups of for seals to farnish to the world its 
supply of seal skios, the for seal of the north and the far seal of the 
south. 

When Sir Francis Drake circumnavigated the globe in 1577-1580 the 
ArctocepJtaluSj or southern fur seal, was to be found at not less than 
thirty localities, and their numbers aggregated millions. To-day the 
contributions of these southern waters are from three resorts, and do 
not usually reach 15^000 skins annually. 

When Vitus Bering, in 1741, was wrecked upon the Commander 
Islands, off the coast of Kamchatka, and Pribilof searched out, in 
1786-87, the group of islands in Bering Sea that bears his name, there 
were discovered, not only the chief breeding grounds of th'e northern 
fur seal, Oallorhinusursintis^ but some of the most superb seal rookeries 
the world has ever known. It is questionable if mortal vision ever 
rested upon more magnificent displays of amphibian life than were to 
be seen on the island of St. Paul at the time of its discovery. To-day 
these subarctic resorts are prostrate; their glory also has departed, and 
they furnish a home for but a mere remnant of the seals that formerly 
swarmed in myriads along their rocky shores. 

For two years the hopes of thoughtful persons were high, that through 
the medium of international negotiations and the deliberations of wise 
and able men the safety of the fur seal would be at last secured. To-day, 
when the decision of the Paris Tribunal is common property, we find 
public opinion divided on the question as to whether the practical appli- 
cation of the decision will preserve the fur seal as a commercial com- 
modity. 

GHABAGTEBISTIOS OF THE SEAL. 

The condition of affairs thus briefly outlined is all the more deplorable 
when we consider the characteristics of the animal with which we are 
dealing. It is a creature peculiarly adapted by its habits to man's man- 
agement. It occupies no territory needed, as were the buffalo's feeding 
grounds, for the subsistence of more valuable domestic animals; no 
herders^are required to prevent its being lost in the wastes of the ocean, 
and no expense is incurred either to protect it from the inclemency 
of the weather or to provide a winter food supply; yet with more cer- 
tainty than the ranchman's flocks and herds seek the home range do the 
seals annually return to their breeding grounds where, under proper 
management, they can without injury to the parent stock be made to 
yield a profit equal to if not greater than that derived from the cattle 
of the plains or the sheep of the mountains. 

THE SOUTHERN PUB SEAL AND ITS DESTBUOTION. 

Despite these characteristics, which must have been apparent to the 
most ignorant and unobservant, what has been the course of events! 
Turning first to the fur seal of the south we find that as early as 1690 
some little interest was manifested in its capture, but it was not until 
the close of the last century that the pursuit was begun in earnest. 
Hardy mariners, stimulatiCd by the hope of sharing in the profits of the 

i From Bulletin United States Fish Commision, 1893| pp. 361-370. 
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ftiT trade which the Bnssians had developed with theOhinese, aearched 
oat the resorts of the southern far seal; ravaged them year after year, 
in season and oat of season; slaughtered the helpless creatares with 
clubs on land regardless of age or sex; gathered a harvest of 16,000,000 
or 17,000,000 skins, and by 1830 had practically destroyed, in the south- 
ern seas, this valuable forbearing animal. If all these resorts were in 
their original condition and under wise and prudent direction, they could 
easily supply to the fur trade annually something like a half a million 
skins, with corresponding advantage to an army of skilled artisans. As 
it is, indiscriminate butchery has left only the Lobos Islands rookeries 
at the mouth of the La Plata Biver and a few insignificant resorts at 
Cape Horn and the Gape of Otood Hope, the total yearly yield of which 
is, as before stated, less than 15,000 skins. Such destruction is left abso- 
lutely without justification in the face of man's entire ability to main tain 
the fur seal rookeries at the highest possible limits permitted by the 
operation of nature's restrictions, or when depleted to develop them 
again. This is not idle speculation, but rests upon a firm foundation of 
tSct fhmished by the history of the fur seal of the north. 

THB NOBTHEBN FUB SEAL AND ITS RELATION TO THE SEAL-SKIN 

INDUSTEY. 

The two great resorts of the northern fur seal are the Pribilof and 
Commander islands In Bering Sea. Bobbens Beef, a rocky islet in the 
Okhotsk Sea, has a small rookery, and a few localities of minor impor- 
tance are found along the Kurile Islands. While the Bussians who 
first discovered these resorts prohibited all interference fi*om outsiders, 
their own treatment of the seals was similar to that practiced by the 
sailors in the south. No attention was paid to sex, season, or period of 
procreation, and it was not long before the end came there just as it had 
done in the south. The Bussians were taught by this severe lesson 
that the only way in which the rookeries could be restored and per- 
X>etuated was to protect the females Irom death and the breeding 
grounds firom molestation. This course, accompanied bv practically a 
suspension of killing during certain years, was rigidly adhered to, with 
the result that when the rookeries of the Pribilof Islands were turned 
over to the United States in 1867 their condition, instead of being one 
of exhaustion, approximated that which existed when they were first 
discovered. The truth of this will be more apparent when it is stated 
that in 1868, before the United States could assume and exercise con- 
trol over its newly acquired possessions, nearly a quarter of a million 
skins were improperly taken from the islands of St. Paul and St. George 
by unauthorized persons without apparently producing any diminution 
of the numbers which came the following year. 

Although there are but four of these northern localities, and Bussiam 
mismanagement from time to time played such havoc with them that 
the catch was an uncertain quantity, still they have contribute since 
their discovery between 5,000,000 and 6,000,000 skins to the fur trade, 
or about one-third as many as have been furnished by the southern 
resorts. From the time that the fur seal of the south ceased to be of 
commercial importance trade has relied upon these rookeries. Thanks 
to the more enlighten^ policy employed by the Bussians, and adopted 
and improved upon by the United States, these rookeries of Bering 
Sea contributed to commerce for the twenty years ending with 1889 a 
uniform yearly quota of fiearly 150,000 pelts, which formed the basis 
of and made possible the systematized seal-skin business of modem 
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times. As a raw commodity they sold for an average of $2,500,000 at 
the annual London trade sales, and the Pribilof qnota yielded the Gov- 
ernment of the United States in revenue more than the $7,200,000 
originally paid for the entire Territory of Alaska. The value of raw 
seal skins is now represented by about $15 for skins taken at sea and 
$30 for Pribilof skins. At the present revenue rate, if it were now 
possible to take from the Pribilof Islands the former yearly quota, the 
Government income would be nearly $1,000,000 annually. 

IMPOBTANOK OP THE SEAL-SKIN INDUSTET. 

The seal-skin industry is of no slight importance, and its proportions 
are but roughly indicated by the first profit on the raw skins. These 
peltries must be gathered in remote regions; they form part of the 
transportation business of railroad and steamship lines; coopers must 
make casks for their shipment; they must pass through the hands of 
many laborers before they reach the 40 buyers in London who purchase 
them, and the 2,000 skilled artisans who convert them into fabrics 
suited to the use of trade; and when all this is done there must still be 
stores maintained and clerks employed in order that they may find 
their way to the wealthy consumers. The labor incident to the taking, 
transporting, manipulating, and disposing of these peltries demands 
the employment of thousands of persons each year, and when we recall 
the prices paid for these skins when converted into the garments dic- 
tated by fashion, it will readily be seen that it is an industry the ulti- 
mate value of which is represented by millions of dollars annually. 
Above all it is a peculiarly worthy industry, in that it gives occupation 
to many, while the profits come fh>m the purses of those best able to 
pay them. 

OAUSB OF THE DESTEUOTION OF THE NOBTHEBN FUB SEAL. 

Some ten years ago there was put in operation on the American side 
of the Pacific Ocean an agency of destruction, the growth of which, if 
uninterrupted, promised to prove as effective as did the sailors' clubs 
upon the southern resorts. Its promise has been generonsly kept, and 
fix>m its deadly though partially controlled effects the rookeries are 
now suffering. That agency was x)elagic sealing, or the taking of seals 
at sea by means of weapons. The source of the injury is the indis- 
criminate killing. Whether this is practiced on land, as in the south, 
or at sea, as in the north, the outcome is the same. No animal which 
produces but a single offspring each year can long survive an attack 
which involves the death of the producing class, the females. I am 
aware that there is another side to this question, and that two great 
nations point each a finger at the other and say: << You did it." The 
subject-matter of that contention is only germane to such a paper as 
this in so far as it touches upon the career of the seal, and only to that 
extent will it be referred to. 

England and Canada hold the theory (which, in justice to them, 
should be stated) that the decline of the northern rookeiies was due to 
excessive killing on the islands, pelagic sealing being a factor of only 
secondary importance. If this theory meant that aftor pelagic sealing 
had made serious inroads upon the seal herds it was excessive killing 
to continue taking the annual quota of 100,000 skins, it would be a 
sound one, and the United States would be culpable to that extent, 
but England and Canada would not accept this limitation; they want 
it to account for much more. They fail, however^ to sustain their 
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theory until they show by clearest proof that the decline of the rook- 
eries began prior to the development of pelagic sealing, and also get 
rid of the awkward fact that for the first twelve or fifteen years there 
was no difficulty in securing the annual quota allowed by law. Why 
did this alleged decadence through excessive killing on land take so 
long to nianOest itself t Certainly the evils of indiscrimination is not 
inherent in land killing; on the contrary, selection can be exercised at 
the rookeries as readily as it can be at the abattoir, and there is no 
more necessity for molesting the females than there would be for a 
farmer to ship all of his herd to Kansas City and have the selection of 
the killable males made at the stock yards. The briefest recital of the 
facts of seal life will make this plain. 

THE FAOTS OF SEAL LIFE. 

The northern fur seals, unlike their southern relatives, are forced each 
year by Arctic cold and the necessity for food to leave their homes on 
the approach of winter and to seek the southern waters and the abun- 
dant fish supply along the continental shores. The migration routes 
of the Alaskan and Asiatic herds do not coalesce^ nor do the seals 
intermingle. Late in April or early in May, dependmg upon the char- 
acter of the season, the breeding males, bulls, or '^ seecatchie," first 
return to their resorts from this migration. Aoout a month later the 
mature females or << matkie" begin to seek the breediDg grounds, and 
between the time of arrival of these two classes the young males or 
<< boUustchikie" are swimming in the water near the rookery fronts or 
hauling out upon the hauling grounds some distance away from the 
areas occupied by the mature seals. ' The young males are not pernut- 
ted to gather upon the breeding grounds until, by reason of age and 
strength, they are able to maintain a position there. 

Each old bull when he arrives in the spring selects and maintains, 
often by desperate combat, a little area upon which he hopes to estab- 
lish his household. The male weighs four or five times as much as his 
consort, and, as is usually the case where the male preponderates in 
size, they are extremely polygamous. Their vitality and virility is 
almost beyond belief. For eighty or ninety days, while they are mak- 
ing secure their position, and while guarding and presiding over their 
families or <^ harems,*' they are debarred from both food and water. 
When the season of propagation is past they again betake themselves 
to the sea, and the breeding grounds are given up to the intermingling 
of young males, females, and pups, but during that eighty or ninety 
days the immature males from 1 to 5 years of age have been compelled 
to consort together upon the hauling grounds, and thus there is given 
an opportunity without in any way interfering with the course of events 
upon the breeding grounds, to drive away, select, and slaughter such 
of these young males as will furnish desirable pelts. These are the 
only skins shipped from the islands. 

Can anyone successfoUy maintain that in the case of polygamous 
animals the taking of the surplus male life and reserving the females 
can destroy the herdt If this can be demonstrated, then our stock- 
raisers are at fault, and the evidence derived from Kussian manage- 
ment goes for naught. 

THE FAOTS OF PBLAOIO BBALINa. 

Before the breath of life can be breathed into this theory of decadence 
through excessive killing on the islands there must be removed from 
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the record books oertain well-established fiusts concendng pelagic seal- 
ing. It will be necessary to dispose of the fact that while in 1878 there 
was bat 1 vessel engaged in pelagic sealing, the nnmber steadily 
increased until in 1892 there were 122 to follow on the migration tracks 
of the herds, to harry them eight months out of the twelve, and, if 
permitted, to accompany them to and even upon their chosen resorts. 
There most also be a successfnl refutation of the fact that there is a 
loss of at least 10 per cent inherent in the methods of taking seals at 
sea; that pelagic sealing strikes at the very life of the rookeries, by 
killing 75 or 80 per cent of the females, more than half of which are 
mothers whose death involves that of their unborn oifspring; and that 
the period of gestation being nearly twelve months^ a mother killed in 
Bering Bea means that three seal lives may pay the penalty. 

It is equally important to the maintenance of this theory that there 
be an elimination of the fact that during the four seasons, ending with 
the past one of 1893, there were taken on the Pribilof Islands only a 
total of 50,000 skins of young males, while during that same period 
there were actually marketed by the sealers over 200,000 skins, which 
represented only about half the injury done the seal herds, an injury 
fiEilling heaviest upon the producing class, the females. For four years 
there has been practically a closed time on these islands, and pelagic 
sealing lias had full swing in the ^'orth Pacific. The rookeries have 
not improved under these conditions, and until the records of the real 
cause of destruction stand impeached it is idle to offer obscure and 
improbable explanations for the present condition of seal life. 

It has only been profitable to follow this question of the cause of the 
decadence to indicate what might be expected from pelagic sealing. 
Whenever and to whatever extent carried on, its deadly effects are cer- 
tain and continuous, the amount of injury being limited only by the 
magnitude of the enterprise. Improprieties on land can be guarded 
against, but the disastrous consequences of pelagic sealing are inherent 
to the business and are beyond man's control. They can be lessened, 
but only through the curtailment of the number of seals taken. The 
injurious effect upon the herd, while proportionately less, remains a con- 
stant factor. 

In following the career of an animal possessing such capacity for 
self-perpetuation and ready adaptability to the uses of man, the student 
of natural history or of economics is struck by the wanton and needless 
destruction which pursues it wherever found. As to its future he turns, 
for what comfort he may be able to extract, to the decision of that court 
of recent if not last resort — the Paris Tribunal of Arbitration. 

THB PABIS TBIBUirAL OF ABBITBATION. 

The causes which led to the arbitration are known to all. For some 
years the Alaskan fur seal, when on its migration route, had been 
the eagerly sought quarry of the pelagic hunters. This route, which 
by reason of its vast extent and proximity to inhabited shores makes 
this herd especially vulnerable to attack, extends from the Pribilof 
Islands southward through the passes of the Aleutian chain, expands 
in the broad Pacific, but ultimately brings the seals in more compact 
masses to the North American Coast, and thence along its shores, back 
through the passes, to the Pribilof Islands again. Bealizing the peril 
of the rookeries, the Government of the United States attempted to 
partiaUy protect them by seizing sealing schooners in Bering Sea. 
fiadi year it was thought that at least so far as these waters were con- 
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oemed the danger would cease, but each year it increased as the vessels 
multiplied and the skill and knowledge of the sealers became greater 
and was ultimately extended to the Asiatic herd which frequents the 
Bussian or Commander Islands. The continued seizing of schooners 
by the United States met with- remonstrances on the part of Canada 
and England, and finally, after much irritation and heat, became the 
subject of diplomatic negotiations, the peaceful outcome of which was 
the Paris Tribunal of Arbitration. 

Three duties were intrusted to the Tribunal of Arbitration : It was to 
settle certain jurisdictional questions, to decide the question of property 
rights, and in the event of the matter being left iu such shape that the 
concurrence of Great Britain was necessary to establish regulations for 
the purpose of protecting and preserving the fur seal, it was to frame 
such regulations as would be applicable outside of the jurisdiction of 
the respective Governments and to indicate the nonterritorial waters 
over which these regulations should extend. As it is not important in 
this connection to consider the Jurisdictional phases of the case there 
will be taken up at once the property question and the regulations — the 
two points that immediately concern us; the former from the stand- 
point of general interest, and the latter by reason of their intimate 
relation to the future of the seals. 

THB AMEBIOAN POSITION. 

The able representatives of the United States took the position that 
the tribunal was bound by no precedents, and possessed, by virtue of its 
very origin, a creative as well as a judicial function. They urged upon 
the tribunal the taking of high ground and the settlement of the ques- 
tion upon broad and comprehensive principles. They pointed out that 
man, by means of invention, was rapidly extending his dominion over 
the water, as he had over the land, and, by employing methods which 
were not even dreamed of when many existing municipal and inter- 
national laws were enacted, threatened the very existence of many 
creatures useftiLto man. Turning firom the citations of voluminous 
authorities vindicating the justness of their claim of property right in 
the seals and in the indust^, they pleaded with sturdy argument and 
great eloquence that the tribunal would fikil of its high duty did it not 
lend its aid to such an extension of the world's idea of property right as 
was needed to meet the demands of the advancing age. They asked 
that the narrow ground be not taken that this great tribunal was called 
into existence solely for the purpose of settling a dispute between two 
nations, but that it was given an opportimity and was vested with the 
power to make a substantial contribution to international law, and that 
its verdict, while disposing of the immediate matter in dispute, should 
be such a lormulation, upon broader lines, of our conception of rights of 
property ftud of protection as would be of value to all mankind, irre- 
spective of nations. They pointed out that the material progress of 
the world was based upon the fundamental principle of ownership, and 
that the most effective way of preventing the commercial annihilation 
of certain great groups of creatures was by lodging in the nation best 
qualified by its geographic position to protect them a custodianship, to 
be exercised over them for the benefit of all. It was shown that the 
adoption of this principle would dispose of the question of the relation 
of other governments to the subject; would make possible the rehabili 
tation of many of the seal rookeries of the south ; that it would protect 
such industries as the coral and pearl fisheries, and that it would be 
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aseftil in controning the rapid inroads man's ingenuity is now making 
on the denizens of the sea. In short, that it would be a direct, usefu^ 
and common-sense way of settling the whole matter. 

THB BBinSH POSITION. 

With equal skill of argument and eloquence of address the advo- 
cates of Great Britain and Canada held that the tribunal possessed but 
one function — ^that its duty was to declare the law and not to make it; 
but that, whatever its function might be as an international body, it was 
not vested with the power to make international law, but must keep to 
the straight and narrow way of settling a contention between two 
nations and adjusting two conflicting methods of catching seals. They 
asked that the tribunal provide for the continuation of pelagic sealing 
under the most favorable conditions consistent with cai*rying out the 
terms of the treaty. True, nothing was said in the treaty about preserv- 
ing the business of pelagic sealing, but before so patient and generous 
a court it was not difficult to confuse the issue of preserving the seals 
and continuing pelagic sealing and to take up a large share of the pro- 
ceedings with pleadings in behalf of the latter. They demanded that 
the question of prope^ right be settled from the standpoint that the 
seals were wild animals, which man could only reduce to possession by 
destroying. They insisted that the law relating to wild animals, regard- 
less of its origin, had been accepted by nations as the years ran on; it 
was very old law and very good law; but, whether good or bad, it was 
the law, and from its teachings the tribunal must not allow itself to be 
enticed away by the seductive citations and insidious arguments of 
learned counsel on the other side. There must be no making of laws to 
suit new conditions; the old stand-bys must be adhered to, whether 
applicable or not. They urged that the seals being wild animals, the 
United States had done nothing to encourage or develop in them the 
animum revertendi — the inclination to return to their homes, as in the 
case of bees and similar creatures — and thus had lost their claim to a 
property in them, and if the world or a part of it desired to turn out 
in boats and to destroy the industry by shooting the seals in the water 
they had a perfect right to do so, for a wild animal was free to idl. No 
matter if seal mothers roaming the sea for food did fall before the gun 
or spear of the pelagic hunter and their helpless pups starve on the 
rookeries, the hand of destruction must not be stayed, for the United 
States had no rights anyone was bound legally to respect when the 
seals were 3 miles off shore, and humanitarian considerations had no 
place in the contioversy. They insisted that the tribunal had no author- 
ity in law to declare a property right in the seals or in the industry, but 
if the tribunal contemplated disregarding the law and settling this 
question on lines of their own choosing they must refrain from doing 
so, because it would interfere with that wonderfhl invention, the imme- 
morial right on the high seas, an interference nations not only would 
not brook, but which they would actively resent. 

THB TBIBXJNAL'S DBOISION. 

The tribunal, true to the conservatism of the Old World, accepted 
this interpretation of their powers, recognized the potency of venerable 
legal relics, assented to the arguments of the counsel for Great Britain 
and Canada based thereon, and contented itself with deciding that the 
United States had no right of protection or property in the fiir seals. 
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THE BEOXTIiATIONS* 



The next task to which the tribanal addressed itself was the fram- 
ing of regalatioDS. These regulations famish the last hope for the 
preservation of the for seal as a commercial commodity. It is not 
probable that any other nations having seal interests wUl be content 
with less than the United States secnred, nor is it likely they will 
obtain more, and thns they represent the measure of protection all 
seals are likely to receive in the future. 

After listening to an enormous mass of testimony — some good, some 
bad, and some very indifferent — concerning seal life, the tribunal pro- 
poses to preserve the Alaskan branch of the northern fur seal by pro- 
hibiting sealing within a zone of 60 miles around the Pribilof Islands 
by establishing a closed time, or time of no killing at sea, from May 1 
to July 31; by permitting only sailing vessels to engage in the business 
of seal hunting, and requiring them to carry a distinctive flag, to take 
out a special license, and to keep a daily record of the catch and the sex 
of the seals taken, these records to be communicated to each of the 
two Governments at the close of the sealing season ; by limiting the 
weapons of capture to shotguns in the North Pacific and spears in 
Bering Sea, and by requiring the two Governments to take such meas- 
ures as win determine whether the hunters are fit to handle with sufA- 
cient skill the weapons by means of which the seals are to be captured. 
These regulations, which are to remain in force until they have been in 
whole or in part abolished or modified by common agreement between 
the Governments of the United States and Great Britain, are to be sub 
mitted every five years to a new examination, so as to enable both 
Governments to consider whether, in the light of past experience, there 
is occasion for any modification of them. 

The three prime i>oints in the regulations are: The zone around the 
islands; the closed time of three months injected into the middle of the 
sealing season, thus breaking it up, and the restriction of the use of 
firearms to the North Pacific. 

First as to the zone: If there was any one fact clearly established by 
the testimony of the pelagic sealers themselves and official experts it 
was that in the summer season great numbers of seals, and especially 
females, are found at long distances from the islands of Bering Sea, 
distances two or three times greater than that of the protecting zone 
provided by the regulations. Now,, as the object was to preserve the 
fur seals, it is proper to assume that the tribunal, prompted by a desire 
to protect them, and acting in good faith, established such a zone as 
they believed would practically prohibit the attack of the pelagic sealer; 
but if this was so, then mere amount of distance was immaterial, and 
in view of the fact that incessant fogs brood over the waters of Bering 
Sea during the summer season, rendering it difficult to tell when a vessel 
is within or without a zone, the limit of which can not be marked, why 
not at once adopt that natural and well-defined boundary line, the 
Aleutian chain t Just here arises the question: When vessels are 
seized, whose word shall be accepted as to the locality of seizure — ^the 
pelagic sealer's or the seizing officer's t Does not this uncertainty, hav- 
ing as it does an important bearing on the question of oonvictiou, weaken 
the regulations restraining influence on pelagic sealing f Aside from 
questions of protection it seems to me that this part of the decision will 
tend to increase dispute and bitterness rather tiian to diminish it. 

The adoption of the dosed time means the recognition on the part of 
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the tribunal tliat the deBtmction by the pelagic sealer has been exces- 
sive, and the catting off of one month of the sealing season in Bering 
Sea clearly shows that it realized the danger to the herd from allowing 
sealing there. Why, then, was sealing not prohibited altogether in 
those waters t Is the danger less in Augnst and a portion of Septem- 
bert The seals are still going long distances from the islands and the 
sealer can continue his work until stopped by the September gales. 
Bering Sea is the focal point, the great massing ground of seal life, and 
the seals are more readily taken there than anywhere else. In 1891 the 
catch of the Canadian fleet in the North Pacific was a little over 21,000 
seals, and before the modus vivendi could be enforced a portion of the 
fleet sealed from three to Ave weeks on the American side of Bering Sea, 
and with fewer vessels and with fewer small boats they took in that time 
as many seals as they had previously secured in the Pacific. During 
the three years ending with and including 1891 the Canadian fieet (and 
I only quote from Canadian records, because they are so reliable) took, 
in five mouths, in the North Pacific, an average of 567 skins per vessel; 
with ten vessels less, they took in Bering Sea 727 skins per vessel in 
about two and one-half months. 

The proposed regulations still allow at least five weeks' sealing in 
Bering Sea; but, say the regulations, the hunters can only use spears 
in Bering Sea, thereby intimating that spears are less effective than the 
shotguns allowed in the North Pacific, and that an additional safeguard 
has therefore been provided in Bering Sea. Just why the shotgun is 
I>ernicious in Bering Sea and is not in the North Pacific is not indicated; 
but if we turn to the testimony of the Northwest Coast Indians, who 
ship on the schooners and accompany them to Bering Sea, we find that 
they claim that they can do better work with the spear than with the 
shotgun. The latter makes the game wild, while the former does not. 
The spear makes no noise, and they are thus able to take seal after seal 
as they sleep on the water, and get all in sight, while at the sound of a 
gun's discharge the comrades of the captured or wounded seal swim 
away. 

It is evident from an inspection of these regulations as a whole that 
the tribunal, taking into account the interests of both nations, endeavored 
to frame measures which, while protecting the seals, would permit the 
continuation of pelagic sealing. This seems to me a task the accom- 
plishment of which is an impossibility. The evils of pelagic sealing 
appear to have been clearly recognized by the tribunal, but instead of 
adopting prohibitive measures it took the middle course of throwing 
some protection around the seals, and while at the same time appearing 
to concede something to the pelagic sealers, made the conditions just 
sufiQciently hard as to prevent them from engaging successfully in the 
business. It is admitted that these regulations possess value in limit- 
ing and discouraging pelagic sealing, but their inherent weakness is 
that while they now seem to possess some deterring power, changed 
conditions may at any time arise which will negative their influence 
and ofler inducements sufficient to enable the sealers to again engage 
in this business on a large and injurious scale. This contingency is 
not so remote as may appear at first sight. In 1889 the average price 
paid in Victoria for skins taken at sea was $6.83; in 1890 it had risen 
to $10.70; in 1891 it was $15. In 1889 the cost of each skin in wages 
was from $2 to $3; in 1890 and 1891 it was $3.50; in 1892 it was $4; 
in other words^ an advancing price for both master and hunter. 

Now, it is evident that it mil be some time before the Pribilof Islands 
can very greatly increase their annual output of skins. The maTimnm 
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ontpat of the Oommander Islands has been reached, and probably will 
have to be decreased in the fhtnre. There must be through these regu- 
lations some curtailment of the contribution of the sealing schooners, 
and the result of all this will be that seal skins will demand a higher 
price. . Should that price reach a figure which will compensate for the 
obstacles which the regulations place in the way of the pelagic sealer, 
then we will have the changed conditions referred to, and pelagic seal- 
ing with its attendant evils will go on as before. K there is doubt in 
the minds of anyone upon this point it is only necessary to turn to the 
history of the sea otter, which, though nearly exterminated, is as 
eagerly sought after to-day as it ever was, simply because the ever- 
increasing price the trade is willing to pay for its skin still compensates 
for the small numbers now taken. There is no reason to believe that 
the career of the fur seal will be different from that of the sea otter. 

Another possible source of changed conditions lies in the regulations 
themselves, for they provide, as we have seen, for their own modifica- 
tion every five years, and the pressure will come heaviest from the 
pelagic sealers' side of the case. Indeed, the regulations require that 
each pelagic sealer — an interested party — shall keep records which are 
to be made available when the question of modifications of the regula- 
tions arises. Now, while there never was a more fearless and coura- 
geous set of men than these pelagic sealers, it will be something entirely 
new in their history if their records do not appeal in the strongest pos- 
sible terms for a modification of the regulations in their favor. 

The final question that arises in regard to these regulations is, will 
they, as they now stand, ever be put in operation! The interested 
powers have yet to agree upon measures for giving effect to them. Is 
it likely that, when a neutral tribunal found the making of regulations 
so tedious and difficult, the interested powers will be able without inter- 
minable delay and possibly irreconcilable conflict to agree upon <^ con- 
current measures" putting them in force t England has won on the 
great law points of the case, but these regulations are objectionable to 
Canada, for they bear somewhat heavily upon pelagic sealing; and these 
^^ concurrent measures " offer tempting fighting ground for securing their 
modification in favor of the Dominion. 

Under the circumstances it is only to be expected that the arts of 
diplomacy will be vigorously exercised in that direction. There is but 
one course, however, for the United States to pursue — ^permit no modi- 
fications, stand squarely for the prompt carrying out of these regulation s. 
and let time reveal how much value they possess for protecting the seal 
herd. England will champion no plan of greater protection; she has 
all to gain and nothing to lose from delay, and it will require all the 
energy and firmness of the Executive to put efiectively in force the 
regulations as adopted by the tribunal. 

OONOLUSIONS. 

After more than two years of close study of this question it is my 
conviction that the only way in which the world can secure the largest 
benefit commercially from the fur seal wherever found is by taking the 
surplus immature males upon land under the most favorable conditions 
suggested by experience; that securing seals by any other methods 
introduces the fatal element of indiscrimination ; that the life of the herd 
is jeopardized in proportion to the number of females killed; that the 
injury inflicted on the northern herds by pelagic sealing increases from 
January to August, grows greater as Bering Sea is approached, and 
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cnlminates in those waters; that the shotgan and spear are both deadly, 
the latter by reason of its noiseless efficiency, the former by reason of 
its ready use by all classes, and that the disposition of this question on 
the basis of adjusting two conflicting interests is ftitile and illogical, 
but material issues are not alone involved; it presents biologic features 
as well and has to do with forces of nature beyond man's control. 

Eegulations can not be framed by human ingenuity which will pre- 
serve the seal herds in their greatest possible proportions and permit 
the continuation of successful pelagic sealing. It would be reconciling 
the irreconcilable. It would be accomplishing a feat equal to that of 
making two bodies occupy the same space at the same time. Either 
the regulations will be prohibitive in their operation — ^in which case it 
would be more straightforward to make them so in the first instance— 
or, if allowiug successftd pelagic sealing, they will be valueless in pre- 
venting the extermination of the seal. In general it may be said that 
no pelagic sealing can be carried on which is not inherently and uncon- 
trollably injurious to the life of the seal herd — ^the amount of ii\jury 
being proportionate to the magnitude of the attack. 



AWABD OF THE TRIBTJirAL OF ABBrTRAHOV OmU T lTUTKD VWOSE THX TBEATT 
CONCLUDED AT WA8HIHGT0N THE 29TH OF FEBBUABT, 1898, BETWBXF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMEXICA AND HEB KAJESTT THE aUXEN OF THE UVTEED 
XIEODOM OF GSXAT w^ttatw aED IBELAHD. 

(English T«ni<m.] 

Whereas, by a treaty between the United States of America and Great 
Britain, signed at Washington, February 29, 1892, the ratifications of 
which by the Governments of the two countries were exchanged at 
London on May 7, 1892, it was, amongst other things, agreed and con- 
cluded that the questions which had arisen between the Government of 
the United States of America and the Government of Her Britannic 
Majesty, concerning the jurisdictional rights of the United States in 
the waters of Bering Sea, and concerning also the preservation of the 
fur seal in or habitually resorting to the said &ea, and the rights of the 
citizens and subjects of either country as regards the taking of fur 
seals in or habitually resorting to the said waters, should be submitted 
to a tribunal of arbitration to be composed of seven arbitrators, who 
should be appointed in the following manner, that is to say : Two should 
be named by the President of the United States; two should be named 
by Her Britannic Majesty; His Excellency the President of the French 
Bepublic should be jointly requested by the high contracting parties 
to name one: His Majesty the King of Italy should be so requested to 
name one; His Majesty the King of Sweden and Norway should be 
so requested to name one; the seven arbitrators to be so named should 
be jurists of distinguished reputation in their respective countries, and 
the selecting powers should be requested to choose, if possible, jurists 
who are acquainted with the English language; 

And whereas it was further agreed by Article II of the said treaty 
that the arbitrators should meet at Paris within twenty days after the 
delivery of the counter cases mentioned in Article IV, and should pro- 
ceed impartially and carefully to examine and decide the questions 
which had been or should be laid before them as in the said treaty pro- 
vided on the part of the Governments of the United States and of Her 
Britannic Msyesty, respectively, and that all questions consideied by 
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the tribunal, inclading the final decision^ slioiild be determined by a 
minority of all the arbitrators; - 

And whereas by Article Yl of the said treaty, it was ftirthei pro- 
vided as follows: 

In deciding the matteTS sabmitted to tbe said wbitraton, it is agreed that the fol- 
lowing five points shall be submitted to them in order that their award shall embrace 
a distinct decision upon each of said fiye points, to wit : 

1. What exclusive jurisdiction in the sea now known as Bering Sea, and what 
exclusive rights in the seal fisheries therein, did Russia assert and exercise prior and 
up to the time of the cession of Alaska to the United States f 

2. How far were these claims of Jurisdiction as to the seal fisheries recognized and 
conceded by Great Britain f 

3. Was the body of water now known as Bering Sea included in the phrase Pacific 
Ocean, as used in the treaty of 1826 between Great Britain and Russia; and what 
rights, if any, in Bering Sea were held and exclusively exercised by Russia aftorsaid 
treaty! 

4. Did not all the rights of Russia, as to Jurisdiction and as to the seal fisheries in 
Bering Sea east of the water boundary, in the treaty between the United States and 
Russia of the 30th of March, 1867, pass unimpaired to the United States under that 
treaty f 

5. Has the United States any right, and if so, what right, of proteetion or prop- 
erty in the fur seals frequenting the islands of the United States in Bering Sea when 
such seals are found outside the ordinary 3-mile limit f 

And whereas, by Artide YII of the said treaty, it was ftirther agreed 
as follows: 

If the determination of the foregoinff questions as to the exclusive Jurisdiction of 
the United States shaU leave the subject in such position that the concurrence of 
Great Britain is necessary to the establishment of regulations for the proper protec- 
tion and preservation of the fur seal in, or habitually resorting to, Bering Sea, the 
arbitrators shall then determine what concurrent regulations, outside the Jurisdic- 
tion limits of the respective Governments, are necessary, and over what waters such 
regulations should extend ; 

The high contracting parties furthermore agree to cooperate in securing the adhe- 
sion of other powers to such regulations; . 

And whereas, by Article Yin of the said treaty, after reciting that 
the high contracting parties had found themselves unable to agree 
upon a reference which should include the question of the liability of 
each for the injuries alleged to have been sustained by the other, or by 
its citizens, in connection with the claims presented and urged by it, 
and that ^' they were solicitious that this subordinate question shonld 
not interrupt or longer delay the submission and determination of the 
main questions," the high contracting parties agreed that ^^ either of 
them might submit to the arbitrators any question of fact involved in 
said claims and ask for a finding thereon, the question of the liability 
of either Government upon the &cts found, to be the subject of further 
negotiation; 

And whereas the President of the United States of America named 
the Hon. John M. Harlan, Justice of the Supreme Oourt of the United 
States, and the Hon. John T. Morgap, Senator of the United States, to 
be two of the said arbitrators, and Her Britannic Majesty named tiie 
Eight Hon. Lord Hannen and the Hon. Sir John Thompson, minister 
of justice and attorney-general for Canada, to be two of the said 
arbitrators, and His Excellency the President of the French Republic 
named the Baron de Oourcel, senator, ambassador of France, to be 
one of the said arbitrators; and His Majesty the King of Italy named 
the Marquis Emilio Yisconti Y enosta, former minister of foreign affairs 
and senator of the Kingdom of Italy, to be one of the said arbitrators; 
and His Majesty the King of Sweden and Norway named Mr. Gregers 
Gram, minister of state, to be one of the said arbitrators; 

And whereas we, the said arbitrators so named and appointed, hay- 
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ing taken npon onrselYes the burden of the said arbitration, and having 
daly met at Paris, proceeded impartially and carefdlly to examine and 
decide all the questions submitted to us, the said arbitrators, under the 
said treaty, or laid before us as provided in the said treaty on the part 
of the Governments of Her Britannic Miyesty and the United States, 
respectively; 

Now we, the said arbitrators, having impartially and carefully exam- 
ined the said questions, do in like manner by this our award decide and 
determine the said questions in the manner following; that is to say, 
we decide and determine as to the five points mentioned in Article Vl 
as to which our award is to embrace a distinct decision ui>on each of 
them: 

Ah to the first of the said five points, we, the said Baron de Oourcel, Mr. 
Justice Harlan, Lord Hannen, Sir John Thompson, Marquis Yisconti 
Yeuosta, and Mr. Gregers Gram, being a majority of the said arbi- 
trators, do decide and determine as follows: 

By the ukase of 1821 Bussia claimed jurisdiction in the sea now 
known as Bering Sea to the extent of 100 Italian miles from the coast 
and islands belonging to her ; but, in the course of the negotiations which 
led to the conclusion of the treaties of 1824 with the United States and 
and of 1825 with Great Britain, Russia admitted that her jurisdiction 
in the said sea should be restricted to the reach of cannon shot from 
shore, and it appears that £rom that time up to the time of the cession 
of Alaska to the United States Bussia never asserted in fact or exer- 
cised any exclusive jurisdiction in Bering Sea or any exclusive rights 
in the seal fisheries therein beyond the ordinary limit of territorial 
waters. 

As to the second of the said five points, we, the said Baron de Gourcel, 
Mr. Justice Harlan, Lord Hannen, Sir John Thomp8on, Marquis Yisconti 
Yeuosta, and Mr. Gregers Gram, being a majority of the said arbi- 
trators, do decide and determine that Great Britain did not recognize 
or concede any claim upon the part of Bussia to exclusive jurisdiction 
as to the seal fisheries in Bering Sea outside of ordinary territorial 
waters. 

As to the third of the said five points, as to so much thereof as requires 
us to decide whether the body of water now known as Bering Sea was 
included in the phrase "Pacific Ocean'' as used in the treaty of 1825 
between Great Britnin and Eussia, we, the said arbitrators, do unani- 
mously decide and determine that the body of water now known as 
Bering Sea was included in the phrase " Pacific Ocean" as used in the 
said treaty. 

And as to so much of the said third point as requires us to decide 
what rights, if any, in Bering Sea were held and exclusively exercised 
by Bussia after the said treaty of 1825, we, the said Baron de Courcel, 
Mr. Justice Harlan, Lord Hannen, Sir John Thompson, Marquis Yisconti 
Yenosta, and Mr. Gregers Gram, being a majority of the said arbitra- 
tors, do decide and determine that no exclusive rights of jurisdiction 
in Bering Sea and no exclusive rights as to the seal fisheries therein 
were held or exercised by Bussia outside of ordinary territorial waters 
after the treaty of 1825. 

As to the fourth of the said five points, we, the said arbitrators, do 
unanimously decide and determine that aU the rights of Russia as to 
jurisdiction and as to the seal fisheries in Bering Sea east of the water 
boundary, in the treaty between the United States and Bussia of the 
30th March, 1867, did pass unimpaired to the United States under the 
said treaty. 
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As to the fifth of the said five points, we, the said Baron de Oonrcel, 
Lord HaDDen, Sir John Thompson, Marquis ViscoDti Yenosta, and Mr. 
Oregers Gram, being a majority of the said arbitrators, do decide and 
determine that the United States has not any right of protection or 
property in the for seals frequenting the islands of the United States 
in Bering Sea when such seals are found outside the ordinary Smile 
limit. 

And whereas the aforesaid determination of the foregoing questions 
as to the exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, mentioned in 
Article YI, leaves the subject in such a position that the concurrence 
of Great Britain is necessary to the establishment of regulations for 
the proper protection and preservation of the fur seals in or habitually 
resorting to Bering Sea, the tribunal having decided by a majority as 
to each article of the following regulations, we, the said Baron de 
Oourcel, Lord Hannen, Marquis Yisconti Yenosta, and Mr. Gregers 
Gram, assenting to the whole of the nine articles of the following regu- 
lations, and being a majority of the said arbitrators, do decide and 
determine in the mode provided by the treaty that the following con- 
current regulations outside the jurisdictional limits of the respective 
Governments are necessary, and that they should extend over the 
waters hereinafter mentioned, that is to say: 

BSaULATIONS. 

Article 1. 

The €k>vemments of the United States and of Great Britain shall 
forbid their citizens and subjects, respectively, to kill, capture, or pur- 
sue at any time and in any manner whatever the animals commonly 
called fur seals within a zone of 60 miles around the Pribilof Islands, 
inclusive of the territorial waters. 

The miles mentioned in the preceding paragraph are geographical 
miles, of 60 to a degree of latitude. 

Abticub 2. 

The two Gk>vemment6 shall forbid their citizens and subjects, respec- 
tively, to kill, capture, or pursue, in any manner whatever, during the 
season extending each year ixom the 1st of May to the 1st of July, both 
inclusive, the fur seals on the high sea, in the part of the Pacific Ocean, 
inclusive of Bering Sea, which is situated to the north of the thirty- 
fifth degree of north latitude and eastward of the one hundred and 
eightieth degree of longitude from Greenwich, till it strikes the water 
boundary described in Article I of the treaty of 1867 between the 
United States and Sussia, and following that line up to Bering Straits. 

Abticlb 8. * 

During the period of time and in the waters in which the fur-seal 
fishing is allowed, only sailing vessels shall be permitted to carry on 
or take part in fhr-seal fishing operations. They will, however, be at 
liberty to avail themselves of the use of such canoes or undecked 
boats, propelled by paddles, oars, or sails as are in common use as 
fishing boats. 

Articlb 4. 

Each BaOing vessel authorized to fish for fur seals must be provided 
with a special license issued for that purpose by its Government, and 
shall be required to carry a distinguishing flag, to be prescribed by its 
Government. 

H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 19 
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Abticub 5. 

The masters of the vessels engaged in fur-seal Ashing shall enter 
accurately in their official log book the date and place of each fdr-seal 
fishing operation, and also the number and sex of the seals captured 
upon each day. These entries shall be communicated by each of the 
two Governments to the other at the end of each fishing season. 

Articlb 6. 

The use of nets, firearms, and explosives shall be forbidden in the 
fur-seal fishing. This restriction shall not apply to shotguns when such 
fishing takes place outside of Bering Sea during the season when it 
may 1^ lawfully carried on. 

Article 7. 

The two Governments shall take measures to control the fitness of 
the men authorized to engage in fur-seal fishing. These men shall have 
been proved fit to handle with sufficient skill the weapons by means of 
which this fishing may be carried on. 

Articlb 8. 

The regulations contained in the preceding articles shall not apply to 
Indians dwelling on the coasts of the territory of the United States or 
of Great Britain, and carrying on fur-seal fishing in canoes or undecked 
boats not transported by paddles, oars, or sails, and manned by not 
more tlfan five persons each in the way hitherto practiced by the Indians, 
provided such Indians are not in the employment of other persons, and 
provided that, when so hunting in canoes or undecked boats, they shall 
not hunt ftir seals outside of territorial waters under contract lor the 
delivery of the skins to any person. 

This exemption shall not be construed to affect the municipal law of 
either country, nor shall it extend to the waters of Bering Sea or the 
waters of the Aleutian Passes. 

Nothing herein contained is intended to interfere with the employ* 
ment of Cidians as hunters or otherwise in connection with fiir-sealing 
vessels, as heretofore. 

Articlb 9. 

The concurrent regulations hereby determined with a view to the pro- 
tection and preservation of the fhr seals shall remain in force until they 
have been in whole or in part abolished or modified by common agree- 
ment between the Governments of the United States and of Great 
Britain. 

The said concurrent regulations shall be submitted every five years 
to a new examinatioB, so as to enable both interested Governments to 
consider whether in the light of past experience there is occasion for 
any modification thereof. 

And whereas the Government of Her Britannic Majesty did submit 
to the Tribunal of Arbitration by Article VIII of the said treaty cer- 
tain questions of fact involved in the claims referred to in said Article 
YIII, and did also submit to us, the said tribunal, a statement of the 
said facts, as follows, that is to say: 

FINDINOS OF FACl- PROPOSED BY THE AOEKT OF GRBAT BRITAIN AND AQRBB D TO 
AS PROVED BY THE AGENT FOR THE UNITED 8TATBS AND SUBMITTED TO THE 
TRIBUNAL OF ARBITRATION FOR ITS CONSIDERATION. 

1. That the several searches and seizores, whether of ships or eoods. and the sev- 
eral arrests of masters and crews, respectively, mentioned in the scnednle to the 
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British case, pages 1 to 00, inolasive, were made by the authority of the United 
States GoYemment. The qaestions as to the value of the said vessels or their eon- 
tents, or either of them, and the question as to whether the vessels mentioned in 
the schedule to the British case, or any of them, were wholly or in part the actual 
property of the citizens of the United States have been withdrawn m>m and have 
not been considered by the tribunal, it being understood that it is open to the United 
States to raise these questions or any of them, if they think fit, in any future nego- 
tiations as to the liability of the United States Government to pay the amounts 
mentioned in the schedule of the British case. 

2. That the seizures aforesaid, with the exception of the PaiMndur, seized at Neah 
Bay, were made in Bering Sea at the distances fh>m shore mentioned in the sohedule 
annexed hereto, marked C. 

8. That the said several searches and seizures of yessels were made by nublio armed 
Teasels of the United States, the commanders of which had, at the several times when 
they were made, from the Exeontive Department of the Qovemment of the United 
States, instructions, a copy of one of which is annexed hereto, marked A, and that the 
others were, in all substantial respects, the same; that in all the instances in which 
proceedings were had in the district courts of the United States resulting in condem- 
nation, such proceedings were beg^n by the filing of libels, a copy of one of which 
is annexed hereto, marked B, and that the libels in the other proceedings were in all 
substantial respects the same; that the alleged acts or offenses for whicn said several 
searches and seizures were made in eaoh case were done or committed in Bering Sea 
at the distances from shore aforesaid ; and that in each case in which sentence oi con- 
demnation was passed, except in those oaaea when the vessels were released after 
condemnation, the seizure was adopted by the Government of the United States; 
and in those cases in which the vessels were released the seizure was made bv the 
authority ef the United States ; that the said fines and imprisonments were for alleged 
breaches of the municipal laws of the United States, which alleged breaches were 
wholly committed in Bering Sea at the distances from the shore aforesaid. 

4. "Diat the several orders mentioned in the schedule annexed hereto and marked 
G, warning vessels to leave or not to enter Bering Sea, were made by public armed 
vessels of the United States, the commanders of which had, at the several times 
when they were given, like instructions as mentioned in finding 3, and that the ves- 
sels so warned weie eneaged in sealing or prosecuting vova^es for that purpose, and 
that such action was adopted by the Government of the United States. 

5. That the district courts of the United States in which any proceedings were 
had or taken for the purpose of condemning any yessel seized, as mentioned in the 
schedule to the case of Great Britain, pages 1 to GO, inclusive, had all the Jurisdio- 
tion and powers of oourts of admiralty, including the prize jurisdiction, but that in 
each case the sentence pronoonced by the court was based upon the groundi set 
forth in the libeL 



Annbx A« 

Trbaburt Depabtmknt, Ovfigs ot thx Sbcrbtabt, 

Waakingtan, April £2, 1886. 
Sib : Referring to Department letter of this date, directing yon to proceed with the 
reyenue steamer Bear, under your command, to the seal islands, etc., you are hereby 
clothed with full power to enforce the law contained in the provisions of section 1966 
of the United States Revised Statutes, and directed to seize all vessels and arrest and 
deliver to the proper authorities any or all persons whom yon may detect violating 
the law referred to^ after due notice shall have been given. 

You will also seize any liquors or firearms attempted to be introduced into the 
country without proper permit, under the provisions of section 1955 of the Revised 
Statutes, and the proclamation of the President dated February 4, 1870. 
Respectfully, yours, 

C. S. FAiBomLDy AcHHmg SeoreUurif. 
Capt. M. A. Hbalt, 

Commanding Bevmnne Steamer Bear, San Franoiaeo, CaL 



AlTNEX B. 



In the district court of the United States for the District of Alaaka— August speoial 

term, 1886. 

To the Hon. Lafatbtte Dawson, Judge of eaid Dietrid Cowri: 

The libel of information of M. D. Ball, attorney for the United States for the Dis- 
trict of Alaska, who pioseontes on behalf of said United States, and being present 
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here in conrt in blH proper person, in the name and on behalf of said United States, 
against the sohooner TMmUm, her tackle, apparel, boats, cargo, and famitoie, and 
against all persons intervening for their interest therein, in a oanse of forfeitore, 
aUeges and inf«)m]s as follows : 

That Charles A. Abbey, an oflBcer in the Revenne-Marine Service of the United 
States, and on special daty in the waters of the District of Alaska, heretofore, to 
wit, on the 1st day of /.n^st, 1886, within the limits of Alaska Territory, and in the 
waters thereof, and within the civil and judicial District of Alaska, to wit, within 
the waters of that portion of Bering Sea belonging to the said district, on waters 
navigable from the sea by vessels of 10 or more tons harden, seized the ship or vessel 
commonly called a schooner, the Thornton, her tackle, apparel, boats, cargo, and 
fhrnltnre, being the property of some person or j^ersons to the said attorney anknown, 
as forfeited to the United States, for the following causes : 

That the said vessel or schooner was found engaged in killinj^ fiir seal within the 
limits of Alaska Territory, and in the waters thereof, in violation of section 1956 of 
the Revised Statutes of the United States. 

And the said attornev saith that all and singular the premises are and were tme, 
and within the admiralty and maritime jurisdiction of tois court, and that by reason 
thereof and by force of the statutes of the United States in such cases made and 
provided, the aforementioned and described schooner or vessel, being a vessel of 
over 20 tons burden, her tackle and apparel, boats, car^o, and furniture, became 
forfeited to the use of the said United States, and that said schooner is now within 
the district aforesaid. 

Wherefore the said attorney prays the usual process and monition of this honor- 
able court issue in this behalf, and that all persons interested in the before-mentioned 
and described schooner or vessel may be cited in general and special to answer the 
premises, and all due proceedinss being had, that the said schooner or vessel, her 
tackle, apparel, boats, cargo, and furniture may, for the cause aforesaid, and others 
appearing, be condemned by the definite sentence and decree of this honorable 
court, AS forfeited to the use of the said United States, according to the form of the 
statute of the said United States in such cases made and provided. 

M. D. Ball, 
United States DistHot Attorney for the DUtriot of AUuka. 



Annex C. 

The following table shows the names of the British sealing vessels seized or warned 
by the United States revenue cruisers, 1886-1890, and the approximate distance ftom 
land when seized. The distances assigned in the cases of the Carolena, Thornton, and 
Onward are on the authority of the United States Naval Commander Abbey (see 
Senate Ex. Doc. No. 106, pp. 20, 30, 40, Fiftieth Congress, second session). The dis- 
tances assigned in the cases of the Anna Beck, W, P. Sayward, Dolphin, and Orace are 
on the anthority of Captain Shepard, United States Revenue Marine (Bine Book, 
United States, No. 2, 1890, pp. 80-82. See Appendix, Vol. III). 



Name of vesseL 



Carolena... 
Thorn ton.. 
Onw»rd... 
Favourite.. 



Anna Beck 

W. P. Say ward. 

Dolphin 

Grace 

Alft^ Adania . 

Ada 

Triumph 

Jnanlta 

Pathflnder 

Triumph 



Black Diamond . 

Lily 

Ariel 



Kate. 

Minnie 

Pathflnder. 



Date 
of seisnre. 



Aug. 1.188S 

do 

Ang. 2,1888 
do 



July 2,1887 
July 9,1887 
.Tnly 12, B87 
Jaly 17, 1887 
Aug. 10, 1887 
Aug. 25, 1887 
Aug. 4,1887 
July 81, 1889 
July 29. 1889 
July 11, 1889 



do 

Aug. 8,1889 
July 80, 1889 
Ang. 13, 1889 
July 15, 1889 
Mar. 27,1890 



Approximate distance from land when aeiied. 



75 miles 

70milee 

115 miles 

Warned by Corwin in aboat same pusition aa 

Onward. 
66milefl 

59 miles 

40 miles 

9emUe8 

82 miles 

16 miles 

Warned by Rash not to enter Bering Sea 

60 miles 

60 miles 

Ordered oat of Bering Sea by Bnah. (f) As 

to position when warned. 

85mfles 

66 miles 

Ordered out of Bering Sea by Rush 

do 

65 miles 

Seised in Neah Bay. (f) 



United SUtes 

vessel making 

seizures. 



Corwin. 
Do. 
Do. 



Rush. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Bear. 

Bush. 
Do. 



Do. 
Do. 



Do 

Corwin 
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And whereas the Government of Her Britannio Mi^esly did ask the 
said arbitrators to find the said facts as set forth in the said statement, 
aad whereas the agent and conusel for the United States Government 
thereupon in our presence informed as thajt the said statement of facts 
was sustained by the evidence, and that they had agreed with the agent 
and counsel for Her Britannic Majesty that we, the arbitrators, if we 
should think fit so to do, might find the said statement of facts to be 
true: 

!N'ow we, the said arbitrators, do unanimously find the facts as set 
forth in the said statement to be true. 

And whereas each and every question which has been considered by 
tbe tribunal has been determined by a majority of all the arbitrators: 

Kow we. Baron de Courcel, Lord Hannen, Mr. Justice Harlan, Sir 
John Thompson, Senator Morgan, the Marquis Visconti Yenosta, and 
Mr. Gregers Gram, the respective minorities not withdrawing their 
votes, do declare this to be the final decision and award in writing of 
this tribunal in accordance with the treaty. 

Made in duplicate at Paris and signed by us the 15th day of August, 
in the year 1893. 

And we do certify this English version thereof to be true and accurate. 

(Bering Sea Arbitration. Indexes to the British case, p. 19.) 



SECLABATIOKS XADS BT THE TRIBUITAL OF ABBTTBATIOH AHB BEFSBBED 10 
THE OOVEBNMENTS 07 THE XJNITED STATES AED OBEAT BKTTATlff TOE THSIB 

CONBIDEEAnOE. 

[English veraion.] 

L 

The arbitrators declare that the concurrent regulations, as determined 
upon by the Tribunal of Arbitration, by virtue of Article VII of the 
treaty of the 29th of February, 1892, being applicable to the high sea 
only, should, in their opinion, be supplemented by other regulations 
applicable within the limits of the sovereignty of each of the two powers 
interested and to be settled by their common agreement. 

n. 

In view of the critical condition to which it appears certain that the 
race of far seals is now reduced in consequence of circumstances not 
fdlly known, the arbitrators think fit to recommend both Gt>vernment8 
to come to an understanding in order to prohibit any killing of fiir seals, 
either on land or at sea, for a i)eriod of two or three years, or at least 
one year, subject to such exceptions as the two Governments might 
think proper to admit of. 

Such a measure might be recurred to at occasional intervals, if found 
beueficiaL 

III. 

The arbitrators declare moreover that, in their opinion, the carrying 
out of the regulations determined upon by the Tribunal of Arbitration 
should be assured by a system of stipulations and measures to be 
enacted by the two powers; and that the tribunal must, in consequence, 
leave it to the two powers to decide upon the means for giving efiect to 
the regulations determined upon by it. 

We do certify this English version to be true and accurate, and have 
signed the same at Paris this I5th day of August, 1893. 

(Bering Sea Arbitration. Indexes to the British case, p. 3.) 
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^etMlt eompotimg ike Oanadiam $e4iUngfldd for 189im 



1. Arctic 

2. Ainak. 
8. Aurora. 

4. Annie C. Moore. 

5. Agnes McDonald. 

6. Arietas. 

7. Annie E. Paint. 

8. Brenda. 

9. Beatrice. 

10. Borealii. 

11. G. G. Cox. 

12. Coeco. 

13. Charlotte. 

14. City of San Diego. 
16. DoraSieward. 

16. Diana. 

17. E. B. Maroin. 

18. Enterprise. 

19. Fawn. 

20. Florence M. Smith. 



21. Geneva. 

22. Henrietta. 

23. Kate. 

24. Kiimeny. 

25. Katherine. 

26. C. D. Band. 

27. Libbie. 

28. Labrador. 

29. Lonis Adair. 

30. Minnie. 

31. May BelL 

32. Mand S. 

33. Mary Taylor. 

34. Mascot. 

35. Mary Ellen. 

36. Mermaid. 

37. Otto. 

38. Ocean Bell. 

39. Osca and Hattle. 

40. Penelope. 



41. Pioneer. 

42. Rosie Olsen. 

43. Shelby. 

44. San Jose. 

45. Sapphire. 

46. Sancy Lass. 

47. Sadie TurpeL 

48. Theresa. 

49. Triumph. 

50. Umbrina. 

51. Viva. 

52. Vera. 

53. Venture. 

54. W. B. Hall. 

55. W. P. Sayward. 

56. Wanderer. 

57. Walter L. Rioh. 

58. W. A. Earle. 
69. Favorite. 



Ve$$eU oomponng the Amefrican $eal%ng fleet for 1894. 



1. Alton. 

2. Alexander. 
8. Anaconda. 

4. Anna Matilda. 

5. Allie I. Alger. 

6. Bonanza. 

7. Bowhead. 

8. G. G. White. 

9. Emma and Louisa. 

10. Emma. 

11. Eppinger. 

12. Edward E. Webster. 

13. Ella Johnson. 

14. Ethel. 

15. Geo. Peabody. 

16. Geo. R. White. 

17. H. C. Wahlberg. 



18. Henry Dennis. 

19. Herman. 

20. Ada Etta. 

21. Jane Grey. 

22. Kate and Ann. 

23. Lonis D. 

24. Louis Olsen. 

25. LiUie L. 

26. Josephine. 

27. Mary H. Thomas. 

28. Mascot. 

29. Mattie T. Dyer. 

30. Mathew Turner. 

31. Penelope. 

32. Prescott. 

33. Retriever. 

34. Rattler. 



35. Rosie Sparks. 
86. St. Paul. 

37. Sophia Sutherland 

38. San Diego. 

39. Stella Erland. 

40. Teresa. 

41. Volunteer. 

42. Willard Ain^worih. 

43. Winchester. 

44. Aniature. 

45. Columbia. 

46. C. C. Perkins. 

47. Deeahks. 

48. Dart. 

49. Felitz. 

60. James G. Swan. 

61. Puritan. 



MANAGEMENT OF BOOEERIES— DBORBASB OF SEALS. 

Seal Islands, Alaska, July 16^ 1889. 

Obntlemen: I regret to report that the season's seal catch is pro- 
gressing very nnfavorably, and that the condition of the breeding rook- 
eries, already past the date of fnllest occupation for the year, indicates 
a large falling off in productiveness — much greater, in fact, than I have 
heretofore reported. 

Daring the period from 1873 to 1883, as my reports from year to year 
will show, we experienced no difficulty in obtaining the full catch of 
seals early in the season, and the skins were all of the best marketable 
size and quality, for we had at that time a large surplus of killable 
animals from which to make our selection. It was customary during 
that period to secure in the mouth of June nearly one-half of our 
catch, all of the primest and best, and at the same time turn back to 
the rookeries for breeding animals, or as being undesirable for market, 
a very large percentage, averaging for the ten years in question per- 
haps 30 per cent of the whole number driven. In July in each of those 
years the percentage of rejected animals was still larger, amounting 
from 50 to 80 per cent of the number driven; but of those a large miyor- 
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ity were under size for killing and required the additional year's growth 
that we were enabled by the very abundant supply of seals to give 
them. We could confidently count on their return the next season in 
prime condition. 

The season's work for a catch of 100,000 skins was then iBinished from 
the 14th to the 20th of July, determined by our ability to do the work 
and not by the condition of the hauling grounds, tor we had always 
seals enough in sight after the 10th of June, and sometimes even earlier, 
to keep our force folly occupied. 

The breeding rookeries, from the beginning of the lease till 1882 or 
1883, were, I believe, constantly increasing in area and population, and 
my observations in this direction are in accordance with those of Mr. 
Morgan, Mr. Webster, and others who have been for many years with 
me in your service, and of the late Special Treasury Agent J. M. Mor- 
ton, who was on the islands from 1870 to 1880. Even as late as 1885 
Special Treasury Agent Tingle reported a further increase of breeding 
seals, but his estimates were made in comparison with those of Pro£ 
H. W. Elliott in 187^73, and he was probably not frilly aware of the 
fact that the increase had occurred prior to 1883, and that in 1885 there 
was already perhaps a slight diminution of breeders. 

The contrast between the present condition of seal life and that of 
the first decade of the lease is so marked that the most inexpert can 
not fail to notice it. Just when the change commenced I am unable 
from i)er8onal observation to say, for, as you will remember, I was in 
ill health and unable to visit the islands in 1883, 1884, and 1885. I left 
the rookeries in 1882 in their frillest and best condition, and found them 
in 1886 already showing a slight falling off, and experienced that year 
for the first time some difficulty in securing just the class of animals 
in every case that we desired. We, however, obtained the full catch in 
that and the two following years, finishing the work from the 24th of 
June to the 7th of July, but were obliged, particularly in 1888, to con- 
tent ourselves with much smaller seals than we had heretofore taken. 
This was in part due to the necessity for turning back to the rookeries 
many half-grown bulls, owing to the scarcity of breeding males. I 
should have been glad to have ordered them killed instead, but, under 
your instructions to see that the best interests of the rookeries were 
conserved, thought best to rcgect them. The result of killing from year 
to year a large and increasing number of small animals is very appar- 
ent. We are simply drawing in advance on the stock that should be 
kept over for another year's growth, reserving as far as possible, of 
course, all desirable half-grown bulls for breeders, but at the same time 
killing closer, I believe, than a wise policy would indicate. 

The deduction need hardly be drawn, as it is only too apparent that 
the lessees, for the next two or three years at least, must, in any event, 
if the rookeries are to be stocked up to their best condition, be content 
with very small catches. I estimate that not more than 15,000 or 20,000 
desirable skins can be obtained next year, and it is possible that taking 
even a much smaller number would sooner restore the rookeries to their 
former vitality. 

The change in the breeding rookeries, though not so immediately 
alarming as that observed in the hauling grounds, owing to the large 
number of seals still in sight, is sufficiently marked to excite curious 
inquiry as to its cause. Large patches of ground on the outskirts of 
every rookery, which were covered with breeding seals and their young 
a few years ago, are now bare; the lanes and paths across the rookeries, 
along which the nonbreeding seals pass to and from their grounds, are 
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growing wider, and what is still more distnrbing to the experienced 
seal hunter there is a very noticeable sparseness of population, both 
male and female, on every rookery. I should certainly be within bonnds 
in stating that at least one-third less seals landed on the islands this 
year than ten years ago. 

You will remark that I have, at the beginning of this statement^ 
referred back for comparison only to 1873. Prior to that time we were 
suffering from the excessive killing of 1868, when, in the absence of any 
restriction, more than 200,000 seals were killed in a single year. The 
deficiency of male breeding seals, caused by this excess, continued for 
four or five years, and is referred to by Special Treasury Agent Bryant 
in his report to the Department under date of September 5, 1872. I 
allude to this only for the purpose of calling attention to the fact that 
any improper handling of the seal industry is immediately followed by 
marked results. 

For the cause of the present diminution of seal life we have not far 
to look. It is directly traceable to the illicit killing of seals of every 
age and sex during the last few years in the waters of the North Pacific 
and Bering Sea. We are in no way responsible for it. During the first 
thirteen years of the lease comparatively few seals were killed by 
marauders, and we were then able not only to make good the deficiency 
caused by the slaughter of 1868, but, under our careful management, to 
produce a decided expansion of the breeding rookeries. 

The history of fur-seal killing on the British Golambia coast would, 
no doubt, carry us back to an earlier date than the transfer of Alaska 
to the United States, but it was done mostly up to 1875 by the use of 
rude appliances, and the hunters were unable to pursue their vocation, 
to any great extent, on the open sea. About 1876-76, under the stim- 
ulus of better prices for skins, induced by the improved methods applied 
by us to the far markets of the world, it was found profitable to fit out 
more expensive ventures from Victoria, and the seals were followed 
along the British Columbia and United States coasts as far north as 
Sitka; but prior to 1882-83 it had not come to the knowledge of the 
hunters that their work could be profitably pursued farther to the 
northwestward. The catch was too small up to this time to seriously 
affect seal life. An occasional predatory schooner came into Bering Sea 
before 1882, and the San Diegoy with her cargo, was seized in 1876 and 
condemned to forfeiture under section 1966 of the United States laws. 
In one or two other cases certificates of probable cause of seizure were 
issued by the courts to the revenue officers, thus affirming the illegal- 
ity of killing seals in Alaskan waters. 

About 1882-83 the British seal hunters discovered that profitable 
voyages could be made to Bering Sea, and the few vessels engaged in 
those years were soon joined by others, until, in 1886, a fleet of twelve 
or fifteen schooners, some of them propelled by steam, were engaged in 
the business, and the catch sent into Victoria amounted to about 26,000 
skins. The fleet sent more than 40,000 skins to market in the following 
year. More stringent orders were, however, issued to our revenue ves- 
sels, and three of the twenty or more engaged in that year were seized 
and still lie rotting on the beach in Unalaska Harbor. In 1887 a 
still larger fleet appeared, but was badly demoralized before the end of 
the season by the capture of fourteen of the vessels and the confiscation 
and sale of a large part of them, together with a large number of skins ; 
in all, some 12,000, 1 think. Had this repressive policy of the Govern- 
ment been firmly adhered to from that time we should probably be little 
troubled with marauders this year; but pending negotiationB with tor 
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eign powers sealed orders to be opened in Bering Sea were given to 
the reyenae officers, directing them not to make seizures, and while 
these orders were withheld from American hanters they appear to have 
been published to the British fleet, for the asual number of British ves- 
sels made a profitable season's cruise, sending into market more than 
19,000 skins; at the same time our American vessels were deterred by 
the tone of the published regulations of our Government from under- 
taking their usual voyages. 

The operations of the marauders in the l^orth Pacific and Bering Sea 
beyond the jurisdiction of British Columbia, and exclusive of what is 
known as the " Victoria catch " proper, may be summarized, not with 
absolute accuracy, but correctly enough for all practical purposes, about 
as follows: 

1883, 1,000, and 1884, 5,000 skins, estimated without reliable data at 
hand; 1885, 12,000; 1886, 27,500; 1887, 25,000; and 1888. 19,000 skins 
reported by Messrs. G. M. Lampson & Go., of London ; 1889, 10,761 skins 
to August 1, landed at Victoria, British Golurabia. 

Add to this the Victoria catch for the same seven years, which has 
averaged about 12,000 skins per annum — 84,000 — and we have a total 
of 184,261 skins sent to market in less than seven years. To represent 
the destruction of seal life, this number should be nearly doubled to 
include the loss of one young seal in embryo or left to starve upon the 
islands for nearly every adult killed; and again doubled, perhaps, to 
compensate for the unknown factor of waste in killing. Just what pro- 
portion of seals killed are actually secured we do not know, but we are 
confident that the loss of dead seals in the rough water of the open sea, 
and the wounding and subsequent death of many more, is a large per- 
centage of those taken. Beyond this, we must also take into the 
account the demoralization of the herd, the infraction of their steady 
migratory habits and their possible deviation from their accustomed 
haunts, and the consequent destruction of the industry within our 
borders if indiscriminate slaughter is continued. I append a list of 
vessels reported engaged in sealing the present season. 

I have at hand data from this year only on which to base an estimate 
of the respective numb^s of seals killed in the waters of the North 
Pacific and Bering Sea. It appears that during the present season at 
least 5,201 skins, exclusive of the catch of the American vessels, were 
taken after the sealers left the Straits of Fuca and before they passed 
the Alaskan peninsula, for that number were transshipped to the British 
schooner Wand^w at Sand Point and sent back to Victoria to avoid 
possible capture by our revenue vessels. The British schooners Path- 
finder^ Yiva^ and Samphire landed in Victoria their spring catches, 
amounting to 1,719 skins, early in June, and again sent down by the 
Yianderer 2,039 skins about the middle of July. This latter number 
must have been captured in the Pacific in less than six weeks, and 
many of them among the Shumagin Islands and along the coast to the 
westward of Kodiak, clearly within American waters. 

Attention should also be directed to the fact that by preconcerted 
action all the British vessels rendezvoused at Sand Point, Ounga Island, 
Alaska, where there is neither port of entry nor customsxofficer sta- 
tioned, and there, in utter disregard of customs law or international 
right, transshipped cargo, received supplies brought from a foreign 
port, and landed and sold whisky to the Alaska natives. 

Until the present season we have been under the impression that the 
catching of seals in the waters of the North Pacific would be diihcult 
and unprofitable, and that seal life could be preserved by maintaining 
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the closure of Bering Sea. Now^ however, it seems doabtfdl whether 
it will not be necessary to extend protection over the waters of the 
North Pacific. 

Of course it will be asked if this can be legally effected; I see no 
obstacle in the way of doing it. We would have no difficulty whatever 
in proving to the satisfaction of any fair-minded nation that all the 
seals in the eastern part of the North Pacific and Bering Sea are bom 
and reared on the Pribilof Islands, and those in the western part of 
the same waters have their habitat on the Commander Islands; nor do 
they resort for breeding to any other than these two places in the North- 
ern Hemisphere, excepting only the very small number found on Rob- 
ben Island in the Okhotsk Sea. They can be positively identified as 
our property. The seals found in these respective places differ so much 
that expert skin assorters can distinguish between them in handling 
the skins; and, in any event, this matter concerns only the United 
States and Bussia. When the seals on which the British are now poach- 
ing are found in the Pacific they are simply astray; but are, neverthe- 
less, either our property or that of Bussia, and should be respected and 
protected as such. 

After twenty-one years of careful study of the subject, I am entirely 
satisfied that the usual migratory course of the seals leads them to the 
southward from the Pribilof Islands, mostly through the passes into 
the Pacific, to the eastward of and including the pass of longitude 172<^ 
west ; thence they turn to the eastward along the Aleutian Archipelago, 
through the Shumagin group, and past Kodiak, to appear in February 
and March down about Vancouver Island and in the straits and chan- 
nels to the northward and eastward of Vancouver, where large numbers 
are annually killed in the early spring months. The more notable proofs 
of this are: 

(1) That many young seals are killed in November, December, and 
January by the Alaskans among the Aleutian Islands, and more could 
and would be taken if the natives were not restrained by our agents 
from hunting them. 

(2) Fur seals are fish eaters and naturally keep upon such banks and 
shoals, within easy soundings, as furnish them an abundant food supply. 

(3) They are rarely seen in the waters of the North Pacific at any 
considerable distance from soundings, but are plentiful along the Alas- 
kan coast during all the winter months. 

(4) A large proportion of the several thousand seals killed annually 
about the British Columbia coast in March and April are pregnant 
females in just that stage of gestation that would be expected in ani- 
mals whose period of eleven months terminates in June. 

(5) Almost simultaneously with their disappearance from the British 
Columbia coast in April they are again found in increasing numbers in 
the Aleutian Archipelago and, a little later, in Bering Sea. 

(6) The most careful search for other breeding grounds than those at 
the Pribilof Islands has been firuitless. It can be positively asserted 
that none exist. 

The best season for marauding in Bering Sea is the latter part of 
July and August, for the femaie seals, having left their young on the 
islands, are then off on the feeding grounds to the southward, and tbe 
destruction of the mother at this time is followed by the loss of the pup, 
which dies for want of nourishment. This was vividly illustrated in 
the heavy storms of last fall, when several thousand pups, too weak and 
feeble to withstand their violence, were thrown ujwn the beaches and 
killed. In the earlier years of the lease no such destruction of the young 
was observed during the autumn storms as we have lately witnessed. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDU8TBIE8. 299 

The greater part of the illegal killing is done with firearms, but some 
of the yessels manned by Indians, and notably the BUMk JDiamondy 
seized this summer, are fitted only with spears, and these, skillMly 
handled, are even more effective than guns, as they can be used with- 
out alarming the neighboring seals. The crew of the Blade Diamond 
secured 143 skins in less than two days preceding her capture. It is 
also regarded by old hunters as quite feasible to catch them still more 
rapidly and surely by the use of seines and purse nets, though I am 
not aware the attempt has as yet been made. 

The effect of this extensive and indiscriminate slaughter I hcive 
already pointed out. If unrestricted killing is to be continued we have 
no occasion to inquire in regard to any further franchise. The renewal 
of the lease would hardly be worth taking as a gift, and with the assur- 
ance of fullest protection against marauders and poachers, the fact 
should not be lost sight of that under the most intelligent management 
some years must elapse before the rookeries can be restored to their 
former productiveness. The protection, too, must extend beyond Ber- 
ing Sea and over the INTorth Pacific to insure perpetuation of the indus- 
try ; and ought, indeed, in order to make it complete, to include all the 
waters along tne British Columbia coast, for even the comparatively 
small number killed there is no inconsiderable item to the lessees in the 
present status of the rookeries. 

Different plans for the preservation of the seals are suggested: 

1. It is certainly in the interest of the whole world, excepting a few 
Canadian seal hunters, that the seals should be propagated and killed 
under proper restrictions. This is particularly true for the English, for 
they have more capital invested in the business and more people 
dependent upon the seal industry than any other nation. If, therefore, 
a territorial limit can be defined beyond which no seals shall be killed 
in the water, such limit being agreed upon by convention with England 
and Eussia, and acquiesced in by the powers that have nothing at 
stake in the matter, protection will be afibrded to such an extent as the 
limit proves restrictive. My own idea is that it should cover all the 
aquatic resorts of the seals, but if it be decided that British Columbia 
hunters are right in killing seals in British Columbia waters, then the 
limits might be defined, say, by restricting their operations to the east- 
ward of longitude 153o west from Greenwich, to the southward of lati- 
tude 540 north, and to the northward of Cape Flattery. If at the 
same time restrictions are needed for the protection of Eussian inter- 
ests in the Northwestern Pacific, similar limitations, as the facts may 
indicate, may be marked out and seal life respected at all x>oints beyond 
such limits. 

2. If restriction by territorial limitation is likely to be difficult to 
enforce, or if for any other reason it appears objectionable, a close season 
could be agreed upon by convention within which no seals should be 
killed in the water. Such season should begin, if it be determined to 
allow seals to be killed in British Columbia waters, at about the time 
when the seals leave the vicinity of Vancouver Island in tlie spring and 
continue until the next winter, say about the middle of May until about 
the 1st of February. 

3. To facilitate the enforcement of the regulation, both the territorial 
limitation and close season might be adopted. The vast extent of 
water to be patrolled, and the eagerness with which the seals are pur- 
sued, make it necessary to throw every possible safeguard around them 
if they are to be preserved. 

It would unquestionably be unwise, from a financial point of view, on 
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the part of any of the nations interested, to allow pregnant female seals 
(and scarcely any other are taken there) to be kill^ on the British 
Columbia coast; but, if something mast be conceded to the poachers, 
perhaps the opportunity to pursue their destructiye occupation along 
this coast is the least that will reasonably content them. 

In the present status of the seal fishery the value of a renewal of the 
franchise for another term of twenty years is very difficult to estimate. 
The outlook for the next three or four years is decidedly bad. The 
chief elements of uncertainty are: 

(1) Doubt as to the intention of our Government in regard to pro- 
tecting the fisheries against poachers. 

(2) Question whether, in case a restrictive policy is decided upon, the 
Government will be able to successfully patrol the broad extent over 
which the seals are scattered. A failure to protect them without fur- 
ther delay will be fatal to any considerable catch on the islands. 

(3) The fact that the rookeries are already bivdly depleted, and that 
all the best seals, for the next two or three years at least, must be 
reserved for breeders. 

(4) The positive knowledge that the seals that would otherwise come 
forward for killing during the next two years have already been slaugh- 
tered, and that the catch must for several years to come be much 
smaller than heretofore. 

I was of opinion two years ago that the next twenty years' lease 
could be more valuable than the present term, but am now greatly in 
doubt whether we can afford to pay as much as the present rental, even 
with a guaranty from the Government of entire protection outside of 
British Columbia waters. Without such guaranty there is ^^ nothing in 
if beyond a small prospective catch from such animals as may escape 
the toils of the hunter this summer. At the present rate of diminution 
the rookeries will soon do little more than support the natives dependent 
on them and pay the expenses of the necessary outfit to follow the 
business. 

Very truly, yours, H. H. McIntybb, 

Superintendent 
The Alaska Commebgial Company, 

San FranciscOy OaU 



CAUSES OF DEOBEASB IN SEAL HEBD. 

West Eandolph, Vt., JDecember 15 j 1890, 
My Deab Sib: I have at hand extracts from the report of Prof. H. 
W. Elliott to the Secretary of the Treasury in the fall of 1890, relative 
to the decrease of the seal rookeries of St. Paul and St. George islands, 
Alaska; and knowing that you take a deep interest in the matter, beg 
to call your attention to a few conspicuous errors into which he has 
fallen. 

He asks, " Why is it that we find now only a scaiit tenth of the num- 
ber of young male seals which I saw there in 1872 1 When did this 
workof decrease and destruction so marked on the breeding grounds 
begin t And howf " He answers these questions as follows: 

(1) From overdriviug, without lieediDg its warning, first begun in 1879, dropj^ed 
then uutil 1882, then suddenly renewed again with increased energy from year to 
year, uutil the end is abruptly reached, this season of 1S90. 

(2) From the shooting of fur seals (chiefly lemales) in the open waters of the North 
Pacific Ooean and Bering Sea, begun as a busineas m 1886, and continued to date. 
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Professor Elliott is a naturalist, and a very good one. He is thor- 
onghly familiar with the size, form, color, comparative anatomy, domes- 
tic habits, and whatever goes to make up the natural history of the 
seal. He is tolerably familiar with the seal as viewed from the hunter 
or business man's standpoint. He is also fairly capable of deducin g from 
given facts a theory in regard to the increase or decrease of the seal. 
Given correct premises, he would perhaps come as near the truth in 
his deduction as the average observer. But when his premises are 
wrong, his deductions are more mischievous than those of the average 
man, because he asseverates his findings with such positiveness, and 
such an air of knowing all about it, as to carry the investigator along 
with him to the pitfalls digged by theory from wrong hypotheses. 

He says, in brief, that there was overdriving in 1879, none in the two 
following years, beginning again in 1882 and continuing ^^until the end 
is abruptly reached in the season of 1890." As he writes forcibly in 
the same connectiou against the practice of driving the long distance 
from Southwest Bay (Zapadnie) to the village killing ground — about 4 
miles — pointing out most disastrous effects fh)m this practice, I suppose 
he means by '^overdriving" the driving too great distance. K this is 
it I quite agree with hiifi, and always have, and for that reason, except 
on very rare occasions, did not allow seals to be driven the long dis- 
tances he describes, and it has never been habitually done. Boats were 
almost invariably sent to Southwest Bay and carts to Halfway Point 
to bring in the skins, and the animals were as invariably killed, dur- 
ing the last ton years of the Alaska Commercial Company's lease, as 
near the rookeries as seemed prudent. The windmill he fights through 
several paragraphs of alleged <' reasons" is less worthy of attack than 
Don Quixote's. It exists only In his imagination. 

Then, the end was not '^abruptly reached." I repeatedly pointed out 
to our company and to the special Treasury agents, during the seasons 
of 1887, 1888, and 1889, that the seals were rapidly diminishing, and 
that in order to get the full quot^ allowed by law we were obliged to 
kill, in increasing numbers in each of those years, animals that should 
have been allowed to attain greater size; and, finally, the catch of 1889 
was mostly of this class. If they had been contented with the same 
class in 1890 a much larger catch could have been obtained. 

Again he is in error in saying that marauding in Bering Sea began 
in 1886. It commenced in 1884 with a catch of 4,000 skins, and was 
followed with a take of almost 10,000 in 1885. 

This brings us to the second reason given by him for the decrease, to 
wit, <Hhe shooting of seals (mostly females) in the open waters of the 
I^orth Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea." And here he strikes the key 
note of what should have been his warning, but he strikes it so flat as 
to throw his chorus quite out of tune; but he was not there present on 
the islands during any of those six years of active poaching prior to 
the season just past, nor, in fact, for several years previous to those six 
years, and does not know what he is talking about. His second << reason " 
should have been his first, and I assert most positively, with knowledge 
drawn from an accurate personal cognizance of the facts, that the dimi- 
nution of the seal was exactly coincident in the time of the decrease, 
and in its ratio from year to year, with the time and extent of the pirat- 
ical marauding of the Canadian and American vessels in the waters of 
Bering Sea, and prior to the beginning of such marauding was not 
perceptible and did not exist. 

I regret that Professor Elliott did not urge this one true reason with 
all the strong force of which he is capable, because it is fiilly time that 
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the serions import to the seal flBberies of farther poaching was under- 
stood by our Govemnient, premising always that it is really in earnest 
about what it is doing to preserve the fisheries, which, indeed, I find 
myseif already doubting. 

I am, very truly, yours, 

H. H. MgIntybb. 
Gen. S". L. Jeffries, 

Washington^ D. 0. 



LETTEB FBOM 8BGBETABY OF TBBASUBT TBANSMITTINO ELLIOTT'S 

bepobt to state depabtment. 

Tebastjbt Depabtment, 

Offiob op the Secrbtaby, 
Washingtany B. C, February 23, 1893. 

SiB: In compliance with the request contained iu your communica- 
tion of February 11, I have the honor to transmit herewith a certified 
copy (together with the photographic reproductions of the Ulustrations 
and maps) of the report of fl. W. Elliott on the Pribilof Islands for 
1890. The original of this report will be placed in the custody of 
Special Agent W. H. Williams for such use as you may find necessary. 

In handing you this report I deem it my duty to acquaint you with 
certain facts in connection with my refusal to permit its publication. 

Upon its examination I became convinced that it was pervaded by a 
spirit of aggressive criticism instead of being a dispassionate statement 
of facts; that Mr. Elliott's views had been unduly infiuenced by his 
relations toward certain individuals; that the report contained much 
matter, and particularly that referring to the fur seal, which had already 
been published by the Government in two forms at least; that the illus- 
trations being made from sketches possessed inherent defects which 
rendered them valueless as records of the diminution or growth of the 
rookeries, while the scale of the rookery charts was too small to accu- 
rately indicate the condition of seal life at the time these observations 
were made. 

I therefore declined to permit Mr. EUiotf s return to the islands, and 
deemed it expedient to withhold publication of his report pending the 
sending of other ofQcers to the islands for the verification of his state- 
ments and for the procuring of data on a systematic plan, aided by 
photography. 

On further examining Mr. Elliott^s report in the light of this addi- 
tional information and comparing his statements with the island records 
now on file in this Department, I find that not only do the objections 
against the rei)ort cited above still hold good, but that Mr. Elliott has 
so used extracts from the records of the islands as to make them appear 
to substantiate his assertions that mismanagement on the part of the 
United States has played an imx>ortant part in the diminution of seal 
life, which assertions are unsupported by the unabridged records. In 
view of its inaccuracies, its misleading character, and its disagreement 
with the information brought to me independently by at least three 
other officers whom I sent to the islands, and the further grave &ct of 
the misuse of official data by Mr. Elliott, I do not believe that the 
Government would be justified in publishing this report 
Very respectfully, 

Ohablbs Fostbb, Seoretarff. 

Hon. John W. Fostbb, 

Seoretary of SUOe. 
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jiR. PHELP'S ABOI7MENT BSFOBB PABI8 TRIBUNAL. 



- On April 4, 1893, Mr. Phelps made to the Tribunal the following 
statement in regard to Mr. Elliott^s report of 1890: 

This paper was prodnoed and famished to the British commissioners during their 
session at Washington and remained in their possession as long as they cared to keep 
it. It will thus be seen that there has been no disposition on the part of the United 
States Government to withhold or to conceal this document. 

n. 

The report is of little valae as an authority and quite as likely to 
mislead as to guide. The author is utterly untrustworthy as an 
observer. 

(1) His field notes show this on their face: A field note should be a 
bare and clear and uncolored record of facts observed. These are a 
record not only of facts, but of coi\jectures, opinions, predictions, 
reflections, emotions, etc. 

An observer should be severely objective. Elliott is always sub- 
jective. It is his own conjectures and reasonings which he is most 
concerned with. A perusal of pages 236 and 237 (entry of July 10) will 
afiford amusing proof of this. 

(2) It is the misfortune of Mr. Elliott and of those who rely upon 
him that he has written at different times on the subject of fur seals, 
and his representations of the facts at these different times vary 
in some cases according to the theories which he was interested to 
establish. 

Thus, in 1872-1874, he observed that a certain detached rock or islet 
was then covered with the forms of fur seals; but in 1890, writing with 
the purpose of showing that injurious redriving was practiced, he repre- 
sents that the presence of seals at this place was a wholly recent 
phenomenon, occasioned by a too severe working of the neighboring 
sealing grounds. 

(3) His assertions of important matters of fieict are shown to be errone- 
ous by evidence far better than his. For instance, in his report for 
1890 he represents certain places which on his earlier visits he found 
abounding in young seals to be absolutely destitute of them, whereas 
it is proved by the records of the islands that at those very times young 
seals were driven and killed from those same places. 

Thus he writes July 19, 1890: ^^l^ot a single holluschak on Zoltoi 
Sands this morning and not one had hauled there this season.'' The 
official records for 1890 (British case. Appendix, Vol. Ill, United States, 
Ko. 2, 1890, pp. 16, 23) show: (a) That on that very day 3,956 seals 
were driven from Zoltoi in connection with Eeef rookeries, of which 
number 556 were killed; (h) that a drive had already been made from 
those same places June 24, on which occasion 426 seals were killed. 

(4) Mr. Elliott appears to be guilty of great inaccuracy in quoting 
statements which have been made to him. Thus he attributes to Daniel 
Webster the following: 

He says that ever since 1876-77 he has observed a steady ahriDking of the hauling 
groands at Northeast Point. 

In the United States case (Appendix, VoL II, p. 181), Daniel Webster 
makes, however, a sworn statement which is wholly at variance with the 
above: 

My observation has been that there- was an expansion of the rookeries from lS70np 
i% at least 1S79. In the yeat 1S80 I thonght I began to notioe a faUing off from the 
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year previonB of the number of seals on Northeast Point rookerv. but this decrease 
was 8o very slight that probably it woald not have been observed by one less familiar 
with seal life and its conditions than I. 

(5) As a reasoner he is equally bad. He is dominated by a favorite 
theory, and when this comes in collision with facts he can not yield the 
former, and is conseqaently constrained to accommodate the latter to it. 

(6) The counsel for Great Britain, in order to establish credit for 
Mr. Elliott as an authority, point to the circumstance that Mr. Blaine 
referred to him with respect in his letter of March 1, 1890. Mr. Blaine 
was, undoubtedly, as many others were upon the first appearance of Mr. 
Elliott as a writer upon seals, under the impression that be was a trust- 
worthy witness. But such was not, at that time, the view of those 
representing the British Government. 

In order to discredit Mr. Elliott as a theorist and reasoner, Mr. Tupper 
cites, in a letter dated March 8, 1890 (British case, Appendix, Yol. Ill, 
United States, No. 2, 1890, p. 441), the following criticism made upon 
Mr. Elliott by Mr. W. L. Morris in 1879: 

This man seems to be the natnral foe of Alaska, prosecnting and persecuting her 
with the brush and the pen of an expert whenever and wherever he can get an audi- 
ence, and I attribute tne present forlorn condition of Uie Territory more to his 
ignorance and misrepresentation than to all other oansea combined. 

Mr. Tapper then goes on to say: 

His evidence in 1888 is open advocacy of the United States contention. His writ- 
ings and reports prior to the dispute will be referred to, and it will be submitted that 
his statements and experiences before 1888 hardly support his later theories. 

(7) Dr. Dawson's (one of the British commissioners) estimate of Pro- 
fessor ElJiott in the fall of 1891 is thus told by Judge Swan (United 
States counter case, p. 414), who quotes Dr. Dawson as follows: 

Elliott's work on seals is amusing. I have no hesitation in saying that there is no 
important point that he talLOS up in his book that he does not contradict somewhere 
elae in the same oovers. • • • His work is superficial in the extreme. 

ni. 

The avowed purpose of Mr. Elliott in this report of 1890 is to show 
that the Alaskan herd has been generally diminished in numbers and 
to point out the causes of the diminution. 

The only true cause of this decrease which can be gathered from any 
facts stated by him is pelagic sealing; but he has a theory that there 
is another cause, namely, overdriving and redriving, which he assumes, 
not only without proof, but against the proof, to have been practiced 
to a considerable extent for a long period of time prior to 1890. 

It is important to understand just what he means by overdriving and 
redriving. He does not mean careless handling or undue urging of the 
seals during any given drive, for he specially states that the drives 
were and are very carefully made (infra, under fourth, 3). 

What he does mean by his charges concerning overdriving is this: 
That in the face of a diminishing number of seals it was still endeavored 
to take 100,000 skins per annum, which necessitated, at a date as early 
as 1884 to 1885, the following: 

Driving from the rookery margins, where alone the young males were 
found in these later years, with consequent disturbance to the breeding 
seals. 

The turning away firom the killing grounds of an increasing number 
of unkillable seals, which seals ran the risk of being several times 
redriven in the same season. 
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(b) When did this scraping of the rookery margins and overdriving 
begin t There is no evidence that either began prior to 1890. Elliott 
failed to observe or record either between 1872 and 1876. He advances 
in his report of 1890 no evidence whatever on the subject, though he 
alleges at a single place that the natives assured him '* that they had 
been driving seals in this method ever since 1885; had been obliged to 
or go without seals.'' 

This statement attributed to the natives is wholly uncorroborated, 
nor does it appear in their examinations, which are given at pages 300 
to 304; that it is in conflict with the evidence of Mr. Goff will be shown 
hereafter. ^ 

. (c) Mr. Elliott thinks that the necessity which leads to overdriving, 
namely, a scarcity of killable males, began to exhibit itself as early as 
1879, and in proof of this he alleges that a hitherto untouched reserve 
was then resorted to, namely, Zapadnie. Furthermore, he supposes 
that this scarcity of killable seals, making redriving essentially neces- 
sary, was decisively manifested in 1882 and continually thereafter by 
the fact that a constant resort was from that time made to theretofore 
"untouched sources of supply'' (VI, VIII, IX). In this particular also 
he is totally in error. No such supposed "untouched sources of supply" 
then, or ever, existed. Zapadnie and Polavina are intended by him. 
They had been systematically drawn upon from the first. (Vol. II, 
Appendix to United States case, pp. 117-127; United States counter 
case, pp. 78, 79.) 

Mr. Elliott's error in this respect is the more inexcusable, since the 
official island records were at his disposal and appear to have been 
examined by him. The following tables showing the drives that were 
actually made from Zapadnie and Polavina are taken from the British 
argument, page 103: 



Year. 


Soathweat 
Bay (in- 
clnding 

Zapadnie). 


Halfway 

Point 
(PolaviDa). 


Year. 


Sonthwest 
Bay (in- 
chidiDg 

Zapaduio). 


Halfway 

Point 
(Polavina). 


IgTl 






1881 


6 
10 
9 
9 

12 
8 
8 
8 




1872 


1882 




1878 


1883 




1874 


1884 




1875 


1885 




i876 


1886 




1877 


1887 




1878 


1888 




1879 


1880 




1880 











(In examining tables in the United States case, Appendix Vol. II, 
pp. 117-127, it should be remembered that "Zapadnie'' and "Southwest 
Bay'' are two names for the same place, and so also are "Polavina" 
and "Halfway Point," the latter term being the English for Polavina.) 

(d) Upon this basis of utter misapprehension Elliott proceeds forth- 
with to construct a theory, and his theory as far outruns his supposed 
facts as those supposed facts do the truth. For he proceeds to assume 
that the driving and redriving of seals have been gradually increasing 
from year to year and very rapidly since 1884-85, that the process of 
driving in any form renders those seals which are turned back from the 
killing grounds worthless for rookery service, and that the work of 
destruction thereby produced "set in from the beginning, twenty years 
before 1890" (pp. 7 to 10). 

(e) He introduces no proof that driving, overdriving, or redriving of 
any sort ever injured the generative organs of a seal which was allowed 

H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 20 
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eventnally to retam to the water, save the following (see pp. 150, 203, 
271), which he has mistranslated from Yeniaminof. But here, too, he 
has led himself into error: 

JSllioif$ translation (p. tOS). Correct tranMlaUon, 

Nearly all the old men think and assert Nearlv all the old travelers think and 

that the seals which are spared every assert that sparing the seals for some 

Tear, i. e., those which have not been years, i. e., not killing them for some 

killed for several years, are tmly of little years, does not contribute in the least to 

nse for breeding, lying about as if they their increase and only amounts to losing 

were outcasts or disfrfmohised. them forever. 

Yeniaminof thus makes no reference whatever to driying, still less 
does he refer to any supposed effects of driving upon the reproductive 
powers of the seal. 

It should be added that both the British commissioners and the 
British Government have been misled by Elliott^s erroneous translation. 
(See British Commissioners' Beport, sec 712, and British counter case, 
p. 263.) 

(/) The notion that the mere driving of a seal even over rough ground 
renders it impotent is in itself sufficiently absurd, but it be^mes still 
more so when considered in connection with the following extract from 
Mr. Elliott's field notes (p. 2M) : 

I have sat for hours at a time watching the seals oome up and go down in ceaseless 
files of hundreds and thousands, actually climbing up in places so steep that it was 
all an agile man could do to foUow them safely. 

{g) It follows from the above that so far as Elliott^s report is relied 
on to show considerable cause of injury to the herd, it fails entirely. 
His belief upon this point was founded upon an utter mistake, assuming 
that he did not wish to be misled. He never saw any redriving or 
overdriving until 1890 (when it did exist); nor had any other witness 
ever seen any worthy of notice previous to 1890. 

The counsel for Great Britain, seeking for another evidence to prove 
redriving, have recourse to the report of Mr. Goff for 1890. But he 
disproves the assertion by distinctly contrasting the large numbers of 
young seals turned back in 1890, with the small number theretofore 
turn^ back. (British counter case, p. 265.) 

(h) Eliminating this clear and manifest error from Elliott's report, 
the latter proves, and alone proves the following : That in 1872-1874 the 
herd was in a condition of fiiU and abounding prosperity; that when he 
next observed it in 1876, its condition was not perceptibly changed: 
that in 1890, when he last observed it, it had become greatly dindnishea 
in numbers, so as to make it difficult to obtain the quota of 100,000 
without redriving. 

And this is just what the United States have from the first maintained. 

IV. 

His melange of observations, reasonings, conjectures, predictions, and 
criticisms, when scrutinized, will be found to support the positions of the 
United States in nearly every particular, certainly in each of the fol- 
lowing: 

(1) That it is in the power of the United States and its lessees under 
normal conditions to gather the whole annual increase of the seiJa 
without diminishing the normal numbers of the herd. 

Page 69: The polygamous Labit of this animal is sach that, by its own volition, I 
do uot think that more than one male annually out of fifteen bom is needed on the 
breeding grounds in the future. 
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P»ge 118: In this admirably perfect method of nature are those seals which can be 
properly killed withoat injury to the rookeries, selected and held aside by their own 
yolHion, so that the natives can visit and take them withoat disturbing in the least 
degree the entire qniet of the breeding grounds where the stock is perpetuated. 

Page 129: When the " hoUnschickie'' arenp on land they can be readily separated 
into their several classes as to age bv the color of their coats and size, when noted; 
namely, the yearlings, the 2, 8, 4, and 6 year old males. 

(2) That the methods adopted on the Pribilof Islands were from the 
flrsty according to his observations of 1872-1874, admirably adapted to 
accomplish the gathering of the annual increase (pp. 71, 74). 

(See also description of drive in the parts quoted from his report of 
1874, pp. 122-128.) 

(3) That the methods parsued in 1890 (with the single exception of 
alleged redriving and overdriving, already noticed) were in all respects 
as good as, and in some better than, those pursued in 1872 to 1874. 

Page 269: I shonld remark that the driving of the seals has been very carefully 
done: no extra rushing and smothering of the uerd, as it was frequently done in 1872. 
Mr. Goff began with a sharp admonition, and it has been scrupulously observed thos 
fiu by the natives. 

Page 283: Yesterday afternoon I went back to Tolstoi over the seal road on which 
the drive above tallied was made in the night and morning of the 7th instant; the 
number of road '^ faints" or road skins was not large, which shows' that the natives 
had taken great care in driving these seals. This they have uniformly done thus far 
(see also p. 129). 

Mr. Elliott draws a bill (p. 217) for the restoration of the herd, but it 
contains no designed improvement in the methods. 

Elsewhere, however, he suggests the following: That no culling of 
the herds be allowed, i. e., that every seal driven up be killed (p. 73), 
and that no driving be allowed after July 20 (p. 179). 

These are the sole improvements which even he has to suggest. 

(4) That according to his observations of 1872-1874 and 1876 the 
herd could saiely support a draft far larger than 100,000, probably as 
large as 180,000 annually (p. 69). 

(He was first on the islands during the three years 1872 to 1874. 
This report, written in 1890, represents the herd in 1874 as being in a 
flourishiug condition. He was again on the islands in 1876. He does 
not intimate anywhere in this report of 1890 that the condition of 1876 
was not in all respects as good as that of 1872, 1873, and 1874.) 

(5) That female seals should never be killed. 

Page 74 : We do not touch or distnrh these females as they grow np and live, and 
we never wiU if the law and present management is continued. 

Pace 213 : In 1885, for the first time in the history of this industry on these islands, 
was we vital principal of not kiUing female seals recognized. 

(6) That i>elagic sealing is essentially destructive in its nature, and 
that at least 85 per cent of the i>elagic catch is composed of females. 

Page IX : I could fignre out from the known numher of skins which these hunters 
had placed on the market a statement of the loss and damage to the rookeries, to 
the temales and voung horn and unborn, for that is the class irom which the poacher 
secures at least 85 of the 100 of his catch. 

Pase 18 : The young male seals have been directly between the drive, clnb, and 
poacher since 18o2, while the females have had but one direct attack outside of the 
natural causes. They have been, however, the chief quarry of the pelagic sealer 
during the last five years. 

(7) That the loss through the iirounding and sinking of seals is 
enormous. 

Page 214: Five thousand female seals, heavy with their young, are killed in order 
to secure every 1,000 skins taken. (Bee also p. 85, footnote.) 

(8) That it is an absolute necessity that pelagic sealing should be 
suppressed on the ground that it is an immoral pursuit, and one which 
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is ^< repugnant to the sense of decency and simplest instincts of true 
manliood." He makes the following recommendation (see p. 214) : 

That pelagic sealing in the waters of Bering Sea be prohibited and suppressed 
throughout the breeding season, no matter how, so that it is done, and done quickly. 

This step is equally imperative. The immorality of that demand made by the 
open-water sealer to ruin within a few short years and destroy forever these far- 
bearing interests on the Pribilof Islands — the immorality of this demand can not be 
glossed over by any sophistry. The idea of permitting such a chase to continne 
where 5,000 females, heavy with their unborn young, are killed in order to secure 
every 1,000 skins taken, is repugnant to the sense of decency and the simplest 
instincts of true manhood. 

I can not refrain from expressing my firm belief that if the truth is known — made 
plain to responsible heads of the civilized powers of the world— that not one of these 
Governments will hesitate to unite with ours in closing Bering Sea and its passes of 
the Aleutian chain to any and all pelagic fur sealing during the breeding season of 
that animal. 

(9) That cows sackle no paps other than their own. 
Referring to the driving of nursing cows, he says: 

t'age 297: • * « That means death or permanent disability, even if the oows 
are driven but once — death to both cow and her pup left behind, since that pup wiU 
not be permitted to suckle any other. 

(10) ^hat paps learn to swim; that in the beginning of Aagast a 
large majority of them are wholly unused to water (p. 255), and that a 
number of them do not " get into the water" before September 1 (p. 260). 

(11) That the seals are of a gentle disposition, are not frightened by 
the presence of man, and should not be regarded as wild animals. 

Pa^e 123 : Docility of fur $eaU when driven,--! was also impressed by the singular 
docility and amiability of these animals when driven along the road; they never 
show fight any more than a flock of sheep would do. 

Page 98 : Gentleness of the seals, — Descend with me from this sand-dune elevation of 
Tolstoi and walk into the drove of holluschickie below us; we can do it; yon do not 
notice much confusion or dismay as we go in among them; they simply open out 
before us and close in behind our tracks, stirring, crowding to the right and left as 
we go, 12 to 20 feet away from ns on each side. Look at this small flock of year- 
ling8--some 1, others 2, and even 8 years old, which are coughing and spitting 
around us now, staring up at our faces in amazement as we walk ahead ; they strug- 
gle a few rods out of our reach and then come together again behind us. showing 
no further notice of ourselves. You could not walK into a drove of hogs at Chicago 
without exciting as much confusion and arousine an infinitely more disagreeable 
tumuU: and as for sheep on the plains they womd stampede far quicker. Wild 
indeed! you can now readily understand how easy it is for two or three men, early 
in the morning, to come where we are, turn aside from this vast herd in front of us 
and around ns 2,000 or 3,000 of the best examples, and drive them back, up and over 
to the village. 

(12) That virgin females go to the islands when 2 years old and are 
there impregnated. 

Page 18 : It must be borne in mind that perhaps 10 or 12 per cent of the entire 
number were yearlings last season and came up onto these breeding grounds as vir- 
gins for the first time during this season ; as 2-year-old cows they of course bear 
no young. (Ibid.) This surplus area of tbe males is also more than balanced and 
equalized by the 15,000 to 20,000 virgin females which come onto the rookery for the 
first time to meet the males. They come, rest a few days or a week, and retire, leav- 
ing no young to show their presence on the ground. 

Page 139 : Next year these yearlings which are now trooping out with the youthful 
males on the hauling grounds will repair to the rookeries, while their male com- 
panions will be obliged to come again to this same spot. 

V. 

Again this report not only supports all positions taken by the United 
States on the main points, but as clearly condemns all of the special 
assertions made on the part of Great Britain for the purpose of weak- 
ening those positions: 

(1) Mr. Elliott holds that coition is never effected in the sea (p. 83). 
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(2) He repudiates the notion that the seals have in any respect 
changed their habits, either in dates of arrival at the islands or other- 
wise (pp. 80, 104, 105, 108, 240, 242, 291). 

(3) His observations are to the effect that in the years 1872 to 1876 
the herd was in a condition of abounding prosperity. The British 
Government cites Bryant to prove that during this period a decrease 
in certain classes of the seals had been observ^ (pp. 69, 77, 78, 79, 124, 
161). 

(4) The British assertion that the effect of raids upon the island has 
been considerable is contradicted by him (pp. 57, 68). 

(5) He states, contrary to the contention of Great Britain, that there 
has been a gradual improvement in the methods of driving and that 
the actual driving to-day is carried on with the greatest of care (pp. 
269, 283). 

(6) He states that the condition of the natives has improved since 
the Americans took possession of the islands, and that they are to*day 
in every resi)ect well off (pp. 163, 186). 

(7) He states that no reduction took place in the standard weight of 
skins until 1887 (p. 143). 

(8) He states that the seals have great powers of locomotion on land 
(pp. 63, 244, 268). 

Elsewhere Mr. Elliott says (Fur-seal Fisheries of Alaska, p. 136) : 

Its forefeet or flippers are exceedingly broad and powerfal, and when it comes out 
of the water it nu>yes forward, stepping with considerable rapidity and much grace. 

(9) That the latest date for properly observing the rookeries is July 
20 or thereabouts, for after that date disintegration sets in (pp. tii, 16, 
21, 83, 236, 249). 

It follows that the rookery observations of the British commissioners, 
who did not reach the islands in 189 L until July 27, are worthless. It 
follows, also, that Mr. Macoun (whose observations in 1891 were even 
less expensive than those of the JBritish commissioners) is not in a posi- 
tion to institute any comparison between the appearance of the rookeries 
in 1891 and 1892, respectively. 

(10) Mr. ElUott gives no countenance to the idea that there exist 
independent pelagic schools of young seals which do not visit the 
islands. His report is replete with instances where he has observed 
large numbers of yearlings and 2-year olds of both sexes on the islands. 

Page 105 : By the 14tli to the 20th of Jnne, they (the hoUuscliickie) then appear 
in their finest form and number for the season, being joined now by the great balk 
of the 2-year olds, and quite a number of yearlings. By the 10th of July their num- 
bers are beginning to largely increase, owiug to the influx at this time of that great 
body of the last year's pups or yearlings. By the 20th of July the yearlings have put 
in their appearance for the season in full force. Very few yearlings make their 
appearance until the 15th of July, but by the 20th they literally swarmed out, in 
1872-1874, and mixed up completely with the young and older males and females as 
the rookeries relax their discipline and "pod'' or scatter out. 

Page 243 : I took notice of a large proportion of small or 2-year-old females, and 
the unusual slowness of hauling, compared with 1872, which was now at its greatest 
activity July 7. (Tolstoi, July 1, 1890.) 

Page 253: TJie hoUuschickie are chiefly 1-year olds; nine-tenths of the several 
pods hauled out here to-day arc yearlings. A great many yearling females are 
nauling down at landings in and among the scattered harems, aimlessly paddling 
about; their slight forms and bright backs, white throats and abdomens, are shining 
out very brightly. (North Rookery, July 30, 1870.) 

Page 298 : T observed a very large proportion of yearling cows scattered all over 
the breeding ground from end to end near the sea margin, while the yearlings of 
both sexes arc completely mixed upon the outskirts of the rookery, here and every- 
where else commingled with the adult cows and their young pups. (St. (George, 
July 30, 1890.) 
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Beferenoes to the report showing that yearlings and 2-jrear olds come 
to the islands might be maltiplied almost indefinitely. (See pp. 98, 
139. 140, 143, 147, 253, 255, 256, 277, 289, 291.) 

(11) Mr. Elliott scorns, the notion upon which the framers of the 
British case have sought to base the moral title of Canada to a special 
benefit from the herd, namely, that the seals consume food which woidd 
otherwise support fisheries valuable to Canada, for he shows that the 
true enemy of these fisheries is the dogfish, of which the seal is, in its 
turn, the greatest destroyer. 

Paffe 307: Sappose. for argnment, that we oonld and did kill all the sealfl, we 
would at once give tne deadly dogfish {Squalno anoarthias), which fairly swarmB in 
these waters, an immense impetus to its present extensive work of destraction of 
untold millions of young food fishes, such as herring, cod, and salmon. 

A dogfish can and does destroy every day of its existence hundreds and thousands 
of young cod, salmon, and other food fishes — destroys at least double and quadru- 
ple as much as a seal. What is the most potent factor to the destruction of the dog- 
fish f Why the seal himself, and unless man can and will destroy the dogfish first, 
he will be doing positive iiigury to- the very cause he pretends to champion if he is 
permitted to disturb this equilibrium of nature and destroy the seaL 

VL 

If Mr. EUiott^s views, as an observer of facts, as a discoverer of causes, 
as a reasoner, or as an authority in any particular upon seal life upon 
the Pribilof Islands, are of any value whatever, it should be to show 
that in the years from 1884 to 1890 the. male seals had, in consequence 
of overdriving, become so few in number and so destitute of virile power 
that they were not competent to the task of impregnating even the 
diminished number of female seals which the herd then contained. 

Do those who represent the Government of Great Britain really wish 
to persuade the Tribunal that this is truet Such would seem to be the 
only conceivable purpose for which such a struggle was made to intro- 
duce this report into the evidence. Unless it tends to prove this, it has 
no tendency except to overthrow every i>08ition taken on the part of 
Great Britain. 

But yet the same learned counsel have produced more than one 
hundred witnesses who swear that in the years 1891 and 1892 the seals 
were found upon the seas in unprecedented numbers, and some twenty- 
five of them note specifically having taken young, small, or 2year-old 
seals, some of the catches consisting exclusively of this class, which 
must have owed their existence to the impotent bull observed by Mr. 
Elliott. 

What are we to believe — ^that Elliott's stateme:its are worthless, or 
that these witnesses are testifying to what is false, or that these few 
supposed impotent bulls were endowed with procreative lowers wholly 
unprecedented even in the case of the Alaskan bull sealt Let these 
contradictions be reconciled as best they may. In the view of the Gk)v- 
emment of the United States, both these conflicting statements are alike 
untrustworthy and should be disregarded. 

(1) The names of the one hundred witnesses and upward are given 
in the British counter case (Appendix, Vol. II, pp. 29-33). 

(2) The names of the twenty-five witnesses above mentioned, who 
caught young, small, or 2-year olds in 1892, are as foUows (see British 
counter case. Appendix, Vol. II, pp. 14-22): 

Oapt. Abel Douglas, George Eoberts, William G. Goudie, James 
Shields. George F. French, Andrew Mathison, Capt. Ernest Lorenz, 
Oapt Charles Oampbell, Oapt. James W. Todd, Henry Paxton, George 
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Heater, Oapt. James D. Warren, Capt. Mic^jah Pickney, Capt. Michael 
Keefe, William F. Eoland, P. Oarlson, Kasado, Schoultwick, Clahapi- 
sum, Hanaisum, Clabonto, W. Watt, Clat-ka-koi, Kickiana, and Ehen- 
chesut. 

And Mr. Elliott himself seems to have observed the usual number of 
yearlings in 1890. And yet the imi)otency which he imagines to have 
been brought about as the result of redriving through a series of years 
must, if it existed at all, have been nearly as marked in 1889, when 
these yearlings were begotten. 
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PELAGIC SEALING IN BERING SEA. 



OQBSBSPOHlXEirGE OF THE TBXA8UBT WITH OTHER BEPAET1[ENT8 TJPOK THE 

SUBJECT. 

Treasury Department, 
WdshingUmj D. (7., Jcmuai^ 19^ 1895. 

Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith our official statement of 
the American x>elagio far-seal catch of 1894, taken from the record of the 
castom-houses at the ports of San Francisco, Port Townsend, and 
Astoria, that the same may be transmitted to the British Oovemment 
in compliance with article 5 of the Bering Sea arbitration award. 

It appears in said statement that the total number of seal skins taken 
bv American vessels and entered at American ports was 26,095. The 
catch was distributed between the Asiatic Ooast, the British Columbia 
and !N'orth western Coast, and Bering Sea, the two latter constituting the 
total pelagic catch taken from the American herd of so-caUed Alaska 
fur seals. 

It will be observed by reference to said statement that in many 
instances the latitude and longitude have been omitted. The explana- 
tion of this offered by the collector at San Francisco is that the several 
masters of the said vessels deposed under oath that they cleared with- 
out notice of the pending award, and consequently were ignorant of its 
requirement. 

An examination of the London sales of North Pacific pelagic fur skins, 
which have recently been held, discloses that 125,269 skins were sold 
and about 10,000 reserved for future sale; to this should be added the 
skins retained in the United States, estimated at 10,000, the total being 
145,269. The unofficial returns of the British catch, transmitted to the 
State Department by our consul at Victoria, ndded to our official returns, 
make a total of 121,143, or about 24,126 skins less than the estimated 
catch of 145,269 based on trade sales and estimate of skins retained in 
the United States. It is possible that this number may have been trans- 
shipped by American or British vessels at Yokohama. We have no 
record of any transshipments except as regards 6,760 skins, which 
arrived in the port of San Francisco, and appear in our official returns, 
and which were undoubtedly taken on the Japan and Eussian coasts. 
It is possible that said balance of 24,126 skins may have been entered 
at Victoria or shipped via Suez Canal. 

Should the identity of these skins be ascertained, this Department 
will submit a supplemental report thereon. 

All of the skins, of which the sex is indicated in the accompanying 
statement, were carefully examined by an expert inspector at the time 
of their entry. 

I have the honor to request that you call upon the British Govern- 
ment for its official returns of the pelagic catch for 1893 and 1894, and 

815 
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that you specifically request information on the following points as to 
the catches of 1893 and 1894: 

(1) As to the total number of seals taken by British vessels. 

(2) The total number of skins lauded at British ports by said vessels. 

(3) The total number transshipped in Japan and Russian ports, and 
landed ultimately at Victoria. 

(4) The number of skins landed at Victoria by American vessels. 

(5) A report as to the sex of seals taken in Bering Sea and the North 
Pacific Ocean, 

(6) Location of the place of catch by latitude and longitude. 

(7) The number of seal hunters employed, indicating whites and 
Indians, and also the number of the crew and the tonnage of each 
vessel. 

I have further to request that you inquire whether or not pelagic 
skins were specially examined as to the sex by the British Government, 
as was done in the case of the skins entered in United States ports. 
I have the honor, etc., 



The Secbetaby of Statb. 



J. G. Oablisle, Secretary. 



Treasuby Department, 
Washington^ D. C, February 12^ 1895. 

Sib: I have the honor to inform you that the statistics heretofore 
furnished to you by this Department, containing a statement of the 
pelagic catch of seals taken by American vessels in the north Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea during the season of 1894, were not extended so 
as to show the operations by latitude and longitude for each day. I 
herewith transmit two copies of a detailed statement of such operations, 
which statements include four vessels additional to those named in the 
papers heretofore sent to you, viz, the Louu Olsen, which entered at 
Victoria; Rose Sparks, Therese, and Jane Grey, which entered at San 
Francisco. These statements have been compiled under the direction 
of the United States Fish Commission, from the records of the custom- 
houses and personal observations of Prof. C. H. Townsend, who is con- 
nected with the Commission. It will be noted that, as you have been 
advised heretofore, the remaining vessels cleared without notice of the 
regulations of the Paris award, and therefore kept no record of latitude 
and longitude. The collector of customs at San Francisco reports that 
he required the masters to make oath to this fact on entry. 
Respectfully, yours, 

0. S. Hamlin, Acting Secretary. 

The Secretary op State. 

(For incloBure, see Reports on For Seals by Fish Commission^ Sen. Doo. 137, part 2, 
54th Conff., 1st sess., pp. 59-60.) 



Treasury Department, 

Washington^ D. C, February 12^ 1895. 

Sir: As requested by Mr. Bax-Ironsides, I take pleasure in trans- 

mitting for your information copy of a letter dated the 11th instant, 

addressed by me to the President, in relation to the resolution recently 

introduced in the Senate, calling for reports, documents, and other 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 317 

papers, including logs of vessels, pertaining to the enforcement of the 
regulations respecting fur seals, adopted by the Governments of the 
United States and Great Britain, in accordance with the deidsion of 
the Tribunal of Arbitration convened at Paris, and the regulations 
under which such reports are required to be made, etc. 

I desire to state, also, that I have to-day transmitted to the honorable 
the Secretary of State two copies of a statement prepared by Prof. 0. 
H. Townsend, of the Fish Commission, wherein is given further informa- 
tion as to the latitude and longitude in which seals were taken by 
pelagic sealers in American vessels during the season of 1894, one of 
which copies, it was suggested, should be transmitted for the informa- 
tion of the British Government in compliance with article 5 of the 
Bering Sea arbitration award. 
Eespectfully, yours, 

J. G. Carlisle, Secretary. 

Sir Julian Pauncepotb, 

British Ambassadorj Washington^ D. 0. 



[Inclosure.] 

Trbasdry Department, 
Washington, D. C, February 11, 1895. 
To the President: 

Referring to Senate resolution of January 8, 1895, calliug for aU reports, docn- 
mentSy and other papers, including logs of yessels, relating to the enforceoient of 
the regulations respecting fur seals adopted by the Governments of the United 
States and Great Britain, in accordance with the decision of the Tribunal of Arbi- 
tration convened at Paris, and the resolutions Tregulationsf) under which said 
reports are required to be made, as well as relating to the number of seal taken 
during the season of 1894 by pelagic hunters and by the lessees of the Pribilof and 
Commander islands, I have the honor to transmit herewith a statement taken from 
the logs of vessels showing the latitude and longitude in which fur seals were taken 
in Bering Sea. It will be noticed that only 10 of the 32 American vessels engaged 
in fur-seal fishing have made returns as to said latitude and longitude. The collector 
of customs at San Francisco reports that the captains of the other vessels deposed 
under oath that they cleared without notice of the regulations and therefore made 
no record of the places of capture. 

I have further to state that during the season of 1894 about 142,000 seals were 
killed by pelagic hunters in the North Pacific Ocean, including Bering Sea. Of this 
number aoout 60,000 were taken either in Bering Sea or on the American side of the 
North Pacific Ocean; 15,033 seals were taken on the Pribilof Islands by the North 
American Commeroial Company, lessees under the contract with this Government 
dated March 12, 1890. This Department has no official statistics of the catch on the 
Commander Islands, but is unoificially informed that it amounted to 27,285. 

I also transmit herewith extracts from the logs of the United States Revenue- 
Marine steamers Bu^h, Corwittf and Bear^ with relation to the enforcement of the 
regulations respecting fur seals as determined by the Paris Tribunal of Arbitration. 

The papers above referred to constitute all the reports and documents in this 
Department which it is deemed compatible with the public interests to transmit to 
Congress at this time. 

I have the honor, etc., 

J. G. Carlisle, Secretary, 



Treasury Department, 

Washington^ J). C, May 6j 1895. 
Sir: The experience of the past sealing season — the first ander the 
provisions of the Paris award of August 15, 1893 — has disclosed cer- 
tain defects both in the form and scope of the award and of the legis- 
lation, especially that enacted by the British Government, for carrying 
out its provisions. I deem it my duty to call these defects to your 
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attention with the request that you commnnicate with the British Gov- 
ernment and endeavor to secure by mutual arrangement appropriate 
legislation in order that the object of the award — the preservation of 
the fur-seal fisheries — ^may be more effectually accomplished. 

The contention of the British G-overnment that regulations framed 
for the purpose of carrying out the award should be coextensive with 
and limited by the terms of the award would seem to be sound. It 
therefore only remains to consider certain aspects in which the award 
fails to provide for contingencies which, in the opinion of this Depart- 
ment, should be promptly guarded against by concurrent legislation 
not attainable with the assent of Great Britain in the form of regula- 
tions because of the limitations hereinafter referred to. 

The most radical defect in the award is Article Yl, which prohibits 
the use of nets, firearms, and explosives in fiir-seal fishing, the only 
exception being that of guDS when used outside of Bering Sea. The pro- 
hibition is directed simply to the use of these weapons for one partic- 
ular purpose — seal fishing — leaving both the possession and use lawfhl 
for all other purposes, such as killing whales, walrus, sea otter, hair 
seal, and other animals found within said sea. 

Experience has shown it to be almost a practicable imi>ossibility to 
detect a sealing vessel in the act of using such firearms for this one 
prohibited purpose. Although the searching of&cer may be morsJly 
certain that firearms have been used and may properlyconsider the 
mere presence of firearms on the vessel, if accompanied with bodies of 
seals, seal skins, or other suspicious evidences, suf&cient justification 
(even apart from the provisions of section 10 of the act of Congress of 
April 6, 1894, which is applicable only to American vessels) for the 
seizure of such a vessel, it must be apparent that in proceedings for 
condemnation brought in a court thousands of miles away from the 
place of seizure it will be almost an impossibility to secure conviction 
and forfeiture on the ground of illegal use of weapons. Furthermore, 
under the procedure necessary following the seizure of a British vessel 
the United States seizing officer delivers the vessel, with such witnesses 
and proof as he can procure, to the senior British naval officer at 
(Tnalaska. At the trial no representative of our Government is present, 
and the British Government must conduct the prosecution and must 
trust to such proofs and witnesses as the American officer could collect 
and ftunish at the time. Under such circumstances forfeiture of the 
vessel could not be secured except in the clearest cases of guilt. 

The prohibition of the use of firearms in seal fishing in Bering Sea 
was effectually accomplished only by prohibiting the possession of fire- 
arms in said sea for any purpose whatever. 

The provisions of section 10 of the act of Congress of April 6, 1894, 
raising a presumption of illegal use from the possession of implements 
forbidden then and there to be used, is of great value in enforcing the 
award, but the act is limited to American vessels. It is to be regretted 
that there is no equivalent provision in the British act of Parliament 
enacted April 18, 1894, for carrying out said award. 

In this connection it is significant that in the act passed by Parlia- 
ment for carrying out the modus vivendi of June 15, 1891, prohibiting 
all sealing in Bering Sea (54 and 55 Victoria, Chap. XIX), a provision 
similar to that contained in the act of Oongress above cited was 
inserted, as foUows: 

If a British ship is foand within Bering Sea having on board thereof fishing or 
sealing implements or seal skins or bodies of seals it shall lie on the owner or master 
of sucn ship to prove that the ship was not used or employed in contravention of 
this act. 
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It ia to be regretted that the late British act for carrying out the 
award contained no similar provision, modified, of course, to suit the 
terms of the award. Although an amendment bringing it into harmony 
with the American law would render the task of enforcing the award 
much easier and the result more efficacious, yet, as stated above, the 
most satisfactory amendment would consist in common legislation ren- 
dering a vessel subject to forfeiture if found with firearms in its i>os- 
session in Bering Sea. 

The above suggestions are prompted by certain reports just received 
firom the United States Fish Oommission containing statements of 
officers of the Commission employed last season in Bering Sea that fire- 
arms were used by sealers fishing in said sea. Although little or no 
direct evidence was submitted by these officers as a basis of their 
opinion, yet the opportunity they had of observing the operations of 
the sealing fleet andof boarding vessels and inspecting catches renders 
their opinion of the greatest value and prompts the Department to sug- 
gest the necessity of an immediate change in the law. 

It should farther be provided by legislation that sealing vessels hav- 
ing implements or seal skins on board, desiring to traverse the area cov- 
ered by the award during the close season if licensed, and during any 
season if unlicensed, should have such implements duly sealed and 
their catch noted on the log book (a privilege now accorded at the 
option of the master, under the regulations of 1895, Article IV), under 
penalty of forfeiture for violation of this provision. This privilege, how- 
ever, as above stated, should not be accorded vessels having firearms in 
Bering Sea. 

It is further to be noted that under the British act of Parliament the 
provisions of the merchant shipping act of 1854 with respect to officii 
logs (including the penal provision) are made applicable to sealing 
vessels. Said penal provisions, however, do not appear in the schedules 
attached to the copy of the act in the possession of the Department. 
I have therefore to request that you ascertain of the British Gov- 
ernment whether such penalties include forfeiture of the vessel and 
cargo. The United States act, section 8, expressly provides that any 
violations of the award or regulations will render the vessel and cargo 
liable to forfeiture. It is feared that because of the specific reference 
to the penal provisions of the merchants' act as to official logs the fail- 
ure of a vessel to keep log entries might not bring her within the gen- 
eral liability to forfeiture contained in the British act, unless said mer- 
chants' act, made a part thereof, contains similar provisions. During 
the past season log-book entries were duly made by the United States 
sealing vessels in Bering Sea and were transmitted to Congress. 

The Department is also informed that similar entries were made by 
British vessels in Bering Sea, which entries have been duly transmitted 
by the British Government. ' Many vessels, however, had cleared for 
the coasts of Japan and Eussia as early as January, long before the 
passage of either the act of Congress of April 6, 1894, or the act of Par- 
liament of April 18, 1894. 

Inasmuch as the award was not self-operative and contained no pen- 
alties for its violation the Department considered that the penalties 
provided in the subsequent legislation were not retroactive and could 
not properly be applied to acts or omissions before the passage of said 
legislation. Entry was therefore permitted of the catch of seals on 
receipt of the master's oath that he cleared in ignorance of the pro- 
visions as to log-book entries. During the coming season collectors 



Digitized by 



Google 



320 ALASKA INDUSTBIES. 

have been instracted to rigidly enforce the law as to log-book entries. 
The exact stataa, therefore^ of the British law becpmes important. 

I have further to call your attention to the fact that, by acts of Con- 
gress making appropriations for sundry civil expenses of the Qovern- 
ment for the fiscal years ending 1895 and 1896, provision was made for 
the appointment of seal experts to examine all seal skins landed in the 
United States as to the number and sex, with the purpose of verifying 
the log-book entries. All skins entered during the past season at United 
States ports, except Port Townsend, were duly examined by said inspec- 
tors as to number and sex; by an error, however, the skins entered at 
Port Townsend, although duly counted, were not examined as to sex. 

I would respectfully request that you ascertain whether during the 
past season the British Government employed similar inspectors to 
verify the log-book entries of British vessels as to number and sex of 
seal skins landed. 

I have also further to suggest that you request of the British Gov- 
ernment that its consent be given to stationing United States inspectors 
at British Columbian ports, for the purpose of verifying said log entries 
of British vessels and examining the skins as to sex, freely according 
to the British Government a like privilege in United States ports. 

I would also call your attention to the fact that under the British act 
it is nowhere made the duty of the British naval officers to seize ships 
when found in violation of the law. Section 11 of the United States 
act imposes said duty on United States officers duly designated by the 
President. This latter point, I believe, has already been called by you 
to the attention of the British Government. 

Should these suggestions as to new legislation meet with your 
approval and be enacted by the respective Governments, I am confident 
that the award can be enforced so as to better subserve the purpose for 
which it was intended — the preservation of the fur-seal fisheries. 

I have the honor to request that you communicate these suggestions, 
if approved by you, to the British Government. 
EespectftiUy, yours, 

J. G. Oablislb, Secretary. 

The Seoeetaby of State. 



Tbeasuby Department, 
Washington, D. (7., May 6y 1895. 

Sm: In my letter of even date herewith I had the honor to suggest 
that you endeavor to secure the cooi)eration of the British Government 
to the end that certain necessary legislation be enacted to render the 
Paris award more eflFective for the purpose of preserving the fur-seal 
herd. I have now the honor to transmit certain further suggestions as 
to widening, by mutual agreement, the scope of the award, which I 
believe to be warranted by the information now in possession of the 
Department. 

The sealing season just closed was the first during which the pro- 
visions of the Paris award were applicable, and I regret to have to 
state that the x>elagic catch of seals both without and within the award 
area was the largest ever known in the history of pelagic sealing. 

In my communication to Congress, January 21, 1895 (Ex. Doc. No. 
243, Fifty- third Congress, third session),^ I was able to state the catch 

^ A copy of this commnnioatiou is appended hereto. 
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as reported iu the United States and British Oolnmbia cnstom-houses 
as 121,143. I stated, however, that it was known that a large number 
of skins were transshipped in Japan ports and sent to London by way of 
the Saez Canal. Keliable information as to the sale of fur-seal skins 
in London for the season of 1894 discloses that 138,323 skins, taken at 
sea in the INTorth Pacific Ocean from the American and Russian or 
Japanese herds during the season of 1894, were sold in London. Gare- 
ful estimates show that about 3,000 were retained in the United States 
for dressing and dyeing, making a total of 141,323. To this should be 
added about 800 which were known to have been on a vessel believed 
to have been lost, making the total about 142,000. Of this amount 
55,686 were taken within the area covered by the Paris award. 

The following table gives the number of skins taken within said 
Paris award area during the years 1890 and 1894, inclusive: 

1890 40,809 

1891 45,941 

1892 46,642 

1893 28,613 

1894 55,686 

It would be within moderate bounds to state that these figures of 
seals killed and recovered represent only about one-third of all killed, 
but whose bodies were not recovered. 

A perusal of these figures must satisfy the most skeptical that the 
fur-seal herd will be speedily exterminated unless an immediate change 
is made in the scope as well as.the form of the award. 

So far as the articles of the award relating to the Korth Pacific 
Ocean, exclusive of Bering Sea, are concerned, forbidding all seal fish- 
ing from May to August, it must be admitted much good has been 
accomplished, and favorable results were apparent on the islands early 
in the season. The fatal defect in the scope of the award, however, 
was in opening Bering Sea during August and September to sealers, 
prohibiting only therein the use of firearms. It has been claimed, and 
with some evidence in its favor, that the spear is as destructive in Ber- 
ing Sea as the shotgun. Some experts believe that even greater 
destruction is accomplished in Bering Sea by the use of the spear than 
by guns, for the reason that the noise of the shotguns frightens away 
many seals who might be easily killed sleeping on the water by spears- 
men. While the herd is traveling in the North Pacific Ocean away 
from the islands it is very difficult to kill seals with spears, as they are 
constantly traveling and rarely found asleep on the water. In Bering 
Sea, however, the females leave their pups on the islands and go out 
for a distance of 100 or 200 miles from the islands, far beyond the pro- 
hibited zpne of 60 miles, to feed. They are there found in large num- 
bers asleep on the water, and can easily be killed by the silent, skillful 
spearsmen. The large number of pups found dead from starvation on 
the islands during the latter part of September and October, 1894 — 
12,000 by actual count on the accessible parts of the rookeries, and 
20,000 by carefal estimates — shows the destructive effect oi permitting 
sealing at all in Bering Sea. Should Bering Sea be forever closed to 
pelagic sealers, and should the closed season now provided by the 
award in the North Pacific Ocean be maintained, the Department 
believes that the seals would receive fair protection, and that fur-seal 
fishing might continue to be a profitable one, both on land and on sea. 
Unless this limitation in the scope of the award be made, within a very 
few years at the most the seals will be exterminated commercially and 
the industry destroyed. 

H,Doc.92,pt.2 ^21 
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The Department understands that you have ahready suggested to the 
British Government the appointment of a commission, to consist of 
members appointed by the Governments of Great Britain, Eussia, 
Japan, and the United States, to examine further into the sealing ques- 
tion, and that pending their examination and report a modus vivendi 
be agreed upon, one clause of which provides for closing Bering Sea to 
pelagic sealing absolutely. This communication is sent you to further 
inform you that the official figures of last season's catch, now definitely 
known, fully bear out the wisdom and necessity of such a change in 
the provisions of the award. 

Trusting that some arrangement as above suggested "may be agreed 
upon, I have the honor to be, 
Eespectfully, yours, 

J. G. Carlisle, Secretary. 

The Secretary of State. 



[InoloBure.J 

Treasury Department, 
Washington, D, C, January Sly 1895, 

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the following resolution, dated 
the 11th of December, 1894, of the Hoase of Representatives: * 

** Resolved f That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to furnish the House 
with information — 

''1. As to whether the articles of the Bering Sea Tribunal, convened at Paris in 
1893, for the regulation of the fur-seal industry of Alaska, have resulted during the 
last season in saying the fur-seal herds from that destruction which these articles 
were intended to prevent. 

'^2. Whether the Secretary has authentic information of the probable number and 
sex of Alaskan fur seals killed in the last season by pelagic sealers; and if so, what 
such information is; and in view of such facts, what, in the Jud^ent of the Secre- 
tary, will be the practical result of these articles if carried out in good faith for the 
future. 

'^3. What is the present condition of the fur-seal herds on the Pribilof Islands f 

"4. What has been the revenue derived by the Government from the fur-seal herds 
of Alaska during the past season, and also what has been the expenditure during the 
same period in executing the regulations of the Paris award?'' 

In reply to the first inquiry I have to state that the number of seals taken by pelagic 
sealers in the North Pacific Ocean for the season just expired and entered at United 
States and British Columbia ports, as contained in the accompanying table, com- 
piled from official reportH of collectors of customs in the United States and reports 
transmitted by the United States consul at Victoria, British Columbia, compiled by 
him from the official statements of the collector of customs at that port, aggregate 
121,143. Of this number 55,686 were taken from the so-called Alaska seal herd in the 
North Pacific Ocean and in Bering Sea ; 58,621 were taken off the coasts of Japan and 
Russia, leaving 6,836 undetermined. Ninety-five vessels were employed, 60 belong- 
ing to Great Britain and 35 to the United States. 

As appears in said table, the actual number of seals killed in 1894 exceeds the 
amount of skins entered as above by about 20,000, making the. total catch about 
142,000. This balance of 20,000 skins was probably shipped to London via Suez 
Canal from the Asiatic Coast. 

From these figures it becomes evident that during the present season there has been 
an unprecedented increase over preceding years in the number of seals killed by 
pelagic sealers, both in American and Asiatic waters. This increase has caused an 
alarming decrease in the number of seals on the islands, as hereinafter explained. A 
significant fact in this connection is the unprecedented number of dead pups found 
on the islands this season which presumably died of starvation, their mothers being 
killed at sea. Our agent counted over 12,000 on the accessible portions of the rook- 
eries alone. He estimates, upon said count, a total of nearly 20,000. It should be 
remembered that at the close of the season of 1893, when pelagic sealing was prohib- 
ited in Bering Sea, less than 1,000 were found on St. Paul Island, no count having 
been made on the Island of St. George. 

The alarming increase in the number of seals killed by pelagic sealers, and the fur- 
ther fact that in four or five wcelvs the vessels in Bering Sea, only about one-third 
of the total number, killed more seals than were taken in the four months sealing on 
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the American side of the North Pacific, emphasize the conolosion expressed in my 
annual report to Congress, that long before the expiration of the five years, when the 
regalations enacted by the Tribunal of Arbitration are to be submitted to the 
respective Governments for reexamination, the fur seal will have been practically 
exterminated. 

My answer to the first inquiry is, therefore, that the operation of the articles of the 
Bering Sea Tribunal for the regulation of the fur-seal industry of Alaska has not 
resulted in saving the fur-seal herd from that destruction which those articles were 
intended to prevent. 

Astothenumber and sex of Alaskan fur seals killed duriug the past season by 
pelagic sealers, I have to state that of the American catch of 26,095 seals, 3,099 were 
males, 15,976 females, and 7,020 pups and seals the sex of which was unknown. Each 
seal landed in the United States was carefully examined as to sex by experts appointed 
by the Department. 

Of the catch of the British Columbia schooners of 95,048 seals, as reported by our 
consul, only those killed in Bering Sea — ^26,425— were classified as to sex« Of these, 
11,723 were reported as males and 14,702 as females. 

With reference to the present condition of the fur-seal herds on the Pribilof Islands, 
I have to report a dangerous decrease. Information on file in the Department indi- 
cates a falling off of at least one-half during the past foar seasons. It thus appears 
that the condition of the Alaskan fur-seal herd is most critical. All facts point to 
its speedy extermination unless the present regulations, enacted in the award of the 
Paris Tribunal, are changed at an early date, so as to afibrd a greater measure of 
protection to the seal herd. 

In reply to the inquiry concerning the revenue derived by the Government from 
the fur-seal herds during the past season, and the expenditures during the same 
period in executing the requirements of the Paris award, I have to state that 15,000 
seals were taken on the Pribilof Islands in the year last past, and 1,031 remained on 
hand from last year. The amount to be paid by the lessees of the islands, according 
to the provisions of their contract, on or before April 1 next, will be $214,298.37, the 
items being as follows : 

Rental $60,000.00 

Taxof $2per skinon 16,031 skins 32,062.00 

Bonus of $7,625 per skin on 16,031 skins 122,236.87 

As to expenses, I have to state that the honorable the Secretary of the Navy reports 
that the expenditure incident to the presence of the United States naval vessels in 
Bering Sea during the past year was $158,188.25. The expenses attending the pres- 
ence of the revenue steamers Bear, Corwin, and Rush aggregate $40,116.24. The 
amounts named do not include the pay of ofilcers or men or the rations supplied to 
them. Of the $1,500 appropriated to enable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
the necessary expenses of enforcing the provisions of section 4 of the act approved 
April 6, 1894, under which two experts were employed to examine and classify 
pelagic seal skins, tbe sum of $250 has been expended. The salaricR and expenses 
of the agenta of ^e Seal Islands, whose duties would require them to be present on 
said islands without regard to the Bering Sea controversy, have not been included 
in preparing this answer to the resolution. The aggregate expenses would, there- 
fore, seem to be $198, 554. 49. 

In this connection I have to state that suit has been instituted against the North 
American Commercial Company for the recovery, under the terms of its lease of the 
Seal Islands, of the sum of $132,187.50, covering the season of 1893. The company 
named, under its lease, is required to pay the sum of $60,000 per annum rental, $2 tax 
on eacn seal taken, and, in addition, $7,625 for each seal skin accepted. It is claimed 
by said company that, as it was denied the right to take the number of seals con- 
templated at the time the lease was executed, by reason of the operation of the 
modus Vivendi, a reduction in the rental and in the item of $7,625 per skin should 
be made. This claim, under advice of the Attorney-General, has not been admitted 
by the Treasury Department, and, as hereinbefore stated, suit has been instituted. 
I find that the following balances for the years specified are due from said company 
under its lease, notwitl^tanding the fact that my predecessors have accepted pay- 
ments in less amounts than those mentioned in the contract hereinbefore referred 
to: 1890, $47,403; 1891, $133,628.64; and 1892, $108,686.52. 

Action bv this Department on the above-mentioned unpaid amounts will be deter- 
mined by the result of the suit pending for the amount due for the year 1893. 
Respectfully, yours, 

J. G. Carlisle, Secretary. 

Hon. Charles F. Crisp, 

Speaker of the House of B^resentaiives, 
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Summary of pelagic seal oaioh^efor 1893 and 1894, based on the official returns from ports 

of entry. 
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Nationality. 


British Co- 
lumbia and 
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Bering Sea. 
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28,613 
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12, 398 
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5,160 
26,425 
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6,836 


26, 095 
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24,101 


31,585 


50,983 7,638 0,836 







* Notes eoneemingeatch /or 1593.— The United States consul at Victoria states (Consular Reports 
No. 161, p. 279) that American schooners in 1893 transshipped, at Yokohama and Uakodadi, between 
17,000 and 18,000 skins. These skins, added to those which in all probability were transshipped by 
British Columbia vessels on the Asiatic Coast, and including the estimated number retained in America 
for treatment, would swell the total catch to about 109,000. The accuracy of these figures is corrob- 
orated by the fact that the trade sales of London (all seal skins are sold there) account for the dispo- 
sition of 109,669 skins in 1893. 

\ Notes eonceming catch for 16^94.— The catch of 6,836 noted in the column headed " Locality undeter- 
mined " were skins, 76 of which were landed at Astoria without statement as to place of capture; 641 
were transshipped at TJnalaska, and the remaining 6, 1 19 were transshipped from Yokohama. All were 
entered and recorded in American portM of entry and they are quite certainly a mixture of Northwest 
Coast and Japan skins. It has been ascertained from the sales of seal stuns in London that about 
125,000 skins were actually sold, and about 14,000 withheld for future sale in 1894. In addition thereto 
it is estimated that about 3,000 skins were retained in this country and elsewhere for treatment. It 
thus appears that about 142,000 is a figure much more closely repreHonting the number of skins taken 
in 18M than the official returns of 121,143. The balance, about 20,000 skins, was probably shipped to 
London, via Suez Canal, from the Asiatic Coast. 

Number of schooners reported as having taken skins. 



Year. 




Canadian. 


Total. 


1893 


28 
85 


•56 
•60 


84 


1894 


95 







•Indian canoe catch counted as one (1) vessel. In destructive effects the canoe catoh is about equal 
to three average schooner catches. 

Number of schooners reported as having mad^ oatohes in Bering Sea, 



Year. 


American. 


Canadian. 


Total 


1803 






1894 


10 97 1 a7 











Treasury Department, 

Washington, I). (7., May 15, 1895. 
Sir : I beg to return herewith the letter of the British ambassador, 
dated the 11th instant,^ handed me by you, transmitting the declina- 
tion of his Government to agree upon concurrent regulations for carry- 
ing out the provisions of the Paris award during the present season. 
The reason given for such declination is that the provisions of the 
award relating to the special license and distinguishing flag are already 
provided for in the British order in council of February 2, 1895; that 
concurrent regulations similar to those agreed upon for last season by 
the representative Governments as to sealing up the outfit and arms 
of sealing vessels are not considered necessary for the present season, 
inasmuch as the possession by vessels within the award area and dur- 
ing the closed season of said outfit and arms is nowhere forbidden by 

^ Not furnished. 
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the terms of tho award. On the subject of the regulations of last 
seasou it is stated that <Hhe arrangement in question lias not in prac- 
tice been worked for the protection of British sealers from interference 
as Her Majesty's Government had hoped would have been the case," 
reference being specially made to the seizure by United States oflBicers 
of the British schooners Wanderer and Favorite. 

Attention is further called to the fact that in making said seizures 
the United States olficers were under the erroneous impression that the 
act of Congress of April 6, 1894, was applicable to British vessels, and, 
in fact, cited said act as justification for the seizure, whereas its pro- 
visions are applicable only to American vessels, the right to seize 
British vessels being limited to offenses under the British act of Par- 
liament only to be exercised by virtue of the power given in the order 
in council of April 30, 1894. Request is also made that United States 
officers engaged in patrolling the award area during the present season 
be instructed accordingly. 

In reply, I have the honor to state that on December 16, 1894, a draft 
of proposed concurrent regulations for the season of 1895 was trans- 
mitted by you to the British ambassador for the approval of his Gov- 
ernment. This draft had been prepared by me and sent to you for this 
purpose. Subsequently the British ambassador obtained your consent 
to confer directly with me upon the subject, and a number of interviews 
were accorded him by myself and Assistant Secretary Hamlin upon 
this matter. He submitted a draft, now in our possession, of proposed 
concurrent regulations containing certain suggested improvements over 
the draft submitted by myself; after preliminary negotiations covering 
considerable period of time a draft was finally agreed upon satisfactory 
to each of us, the understanding being that I should submit a copy 
of the same to the President for his approval and promulgation and 
that he, on his part, should forward a copy for the approval of his Gov- 
ernment and for insertion in an order in council shortly to be passed. 
He stated that it would be necessary to insert the regulations in a new 
order in council for the reason that the last order bearing upon the 
subject was limited in its operations to the sealing season of 1894. 

I accordingly presented a copy of the proposed regulations to the 
President, who signed the same, understanding that they received the 
approval of the British ambassador and would be forwarded by him to 
his Government, as above stated. 

While I did not for a moment understand or believe that the British 
ambassador had authority or had undertaken definitely to bind his 
Government without a formal transmission of the proposed regulations^ 
yet I had every reason to believe that the draft agreed upon by us would 
be promptly accepted by the British Government, or its declination as 
promptly communicated. The order in council alluded to by the Brit- 
ish ambassador was enacted February 2, 1895. On that date the copy 
of said proposed regulations must have been in the possession of the 
home Government, as it was given to Sir Julian on January 17 for trans- 
mission. I would further call to your attention the fact that in said 
order in council a reference is made to arrangements which have been 
entered into by the respective Governments, which can only refer to 
these proposed regulations and which by necessary implication recog- 
nizes the same as valid and subsisting. The preamble of this order 
recites that — 

Whereas arrangements have been made between Her Majesty's Govemment and 
the Government of the United States for giving effect to articles 4 and 7 of the 
scheduled provisions, and it is expedient that effect should be given to those arrange- 
ments by an order in council. « * « 
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The word ^^ arraDgementa " in said preamble, as I have stated, can 
only refer to these proposed regulations for the season of 1895, for no 
other agreement or arrangement than that contained in said regulations 
has been entered into this year between the respective Governments as 
to any of the award provisions, the arrangements for last season having 
been by their terms limited to the sealing season of 1894. 

It may be i>ointed out that said order in council related only to the 
special license and distinguishing flag; these were, however, the only 
matters embraced in said regulations which depended upon the order in 
council for their binding force, the remaining provisions being optional 
with the masters of vessels. 

That this word " arrangements ^ can only refer to the agreement of 
understanding upon which said regulations were based on our part is 
made clear by the use of the same word in the previous orders in coun- 
cil of April 30 and June 27, 1894, respectively. In the order in council 
of April 30, 1894, it is recited— 

Until arrangements for giving farther effect to articles 4 and 7 of the said sched- 
uled provisions shall have been made between Her Majesty and the Government of 
the United Stat-es, the following provisions should have effect. * • * 

Following this order, to wit, on May 4, 1894, the President of the 
United States signed and approved regulations for the season of 1894 
based upon an agreement made by Sir J ulian and myself for the respec- 
tive Governments, articles 7 and 8 of which provided for a special 
license and distinguishing flag. 

The order in council following on June 27, 1894, contains this signifi- 
cant language: 

And whereas arrangements have been made for giving further effect to the said 
articles and for regulating during the present year the fishing for fur seals in accord- 
ance with the scheduled provisions. * * * 

It thus would seem that the word "arrangements" as contained in 
the orders in council of April 30 and June 27, 1894, respectively, could 
only mean the preliminary agreement upon which were based the regu- 
lations of 1894; this agreement was expressly limited, by its terms to 
the sealing season of 1894. It would therefore seem to follow that the 
reference to "arrangements" in the order in council of February 2, 
1895, could only relate to the agreement as contained in the proposed 
regulations approved by the President and transmitted to the British 
Government as aforesaid. 

While, therefore, it would seem that the British Government by nec- 
essary implication has ratified and recognized as subsisting the pro- 
posed regulations, submitted as above, by the passage of the order in 
council of February 2, 1895, 1 nevertheless recognize that this notifica- 
tion and concurrence can at any time be withdrawn upon notice to our 
Government. I feel it, however, to be my duty to express deep regret 
that the British Government should have communicated its declination 
at this late period of the season after our consuls have been instructed 
and our patrolling fleet has sailed under orders based on the assumption 
that the privileges afforded by said regulations should be accorded 
during the present season as during last season to British as well as to 
American vessels. It is to be regretted, also, that the chief reason 
assigned for such de(*lination — the seizure of the schooners Wanderer 
and Favorite should not have prompted an early refusal to enter upon 
preliminary negotiations for new regulations, thus saving much trouble 
and uncertain ty now apparently unavoidable. The British fleet engaged 
in sealing la«t season numbered sixty vessels; of those the Wanderer 
and Favorite were the only ones seized. These seizures were made 
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becanse of a direct infraction of the regulations of 1894, agreed npon, 
as above stated, by both Governments. The Wanderer was seized J une 
9, 1894, and the Favorite on August 27, 1894. The master of the Wan- 
derer before the seizure stated to the boarding officer that all his arms 
were sealed up, which upon examination was found to be true. 

The Department is unaware that any objection has ever been made 
by the British Government because of these seizures until the present 
time, and it must express its regret that these facts, in possession of 
said Government during all of the preliminary negotiations above set 
forth as to the regulations for this season, should only now be brought 
forward as a ground for its refusal to adopt concurrent regulations. 

In view of this communication from the British Government, it is 
presumed by the Department that no British sealing vessel now at sea 
has applied, or will hereafter apply, for the privilege of having its out- 
fit and arms sealed up. The officers of the patrol fleet will, however, 
be instructed not to regard the fact that the outfit and arms are not 
sealed as evidence in considering whether or not a British vessel has 
violated the act of Parliament. They will also be instructed to refuse 
to grant this privilege in the future to British vessels. I have to request 
that you at once give similar instructions to our consuls in Japanese 
and British Columbia ports, and, further, that you request that the 
British Government shall notify its officers engaged in patrolling the 
award area to seal up the outfit and arms of American vessels applying 
for this privilege, in accordance with sections 4 and 7 of the regulations 
promulgated by the President January 18, 1895. 

In closing I would further inform you that the instructions already 
given our officers as to patrolling the award area during the present 
season will not admit of any error or doubt as to the proper scope and 
limitation of the act of Congress approved April 6, 1894. 
I have the honor, etc., 



The Secretary of State. 



J. G. Carlisle, Secretary. 



Treasury Department, 
Washington^ D. (7., June 11, 1895. 

Sir: The Department is in receipt of a communication dated Sitka, 
May 15, in which the seizure of the British sealing schooner Shelby on 
May 11 by Captain Munger, of the United States revenue cutter Corwiny 
is reported. The declaration of seizure states that the boarding officer, 
Lieut. W. E. W, Hall, "found the following evidence that she was 
engaged in sealing unlawfully: She was found within the area of pro- 
hibited waters, latitude 52° 50' 10" north, longitude 134° 10' 58" west, 
with 124 seal skins on board, and all the implements and outfits for 
sealing, including 3 tons of salt, 3 boats, and 7 shotguns and ammunition 
for me." 

The declaration of seizure prepared by Captain Munger and delivered 
to the commanding officer of H. M. S. PJieasant states that the vessel 
was seized for disregarding the proclamation of the President of the 
United States and the act of Congress, April 6, 1894. From an examina- 
tion of the report of Captain Munger it would appear that the seizure 
was made on the ground that there was cause to believe that said ves- 
sel had killed fur seals within the award area during the closed season, 
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tbe reason of such belief being found in the possession by the vessel of 
seal skins, implements, and outfits, together with salt, shotguns, and 
ammunition. 

On receipt of said report, Captain Hooper, commanding officer of the 
patrolling fleet, was reminded that the act of Congress of April 6, 1894, 
was applicable only to American vessels. He was also directed, if on 
investigation he found that said vessel was seized on the charge of 
illegal killing during the closed season, to instruct Captain Hunger to 
deliver to the commanding officer of H. M. 8. Pheasant an amended 
declaration of seizure, assigning as the cause the violation of the second 
article of the regulations of the Paris award, as set forth in the sched- 
ules annexed to the British act of Parliament known as the Bering Sea 
award act of 1894. 

In this connection the receipt signed by the commander of H. M. S. 
Pheasant is called to your attention : 

SrrKA, May 13, 1895. 

In accordance with the provisionB of section 12, article 9, of the Bering Sea fish- 
eries award, I have this day received from C. L. Hooper, captain, U. S. R. C. S., com- 
manding Bering Sea fleet, tlie British schooner Shelby, of Victoria, British Columbia, 
C. Classen, master, with her tackle, furniture, cargo, and documents, seized by the 
United States revenne steamer Corwin, Capt. F. M. Munger, commanding, for viola- 
tion of the acts of Congress and of the British Parliament regulating the fur-seal 
fisheries. 

Frank A. Garforth, 
lAeutenantf Royal Navy, Commanding H, B, M, S, Pheasant, 

I have the honor to suggest for your consideration the expediency of 
obtaining the consent of the British Grovernment to the appointment 
of counsel to represent the United States Government in condemnation 
proceedings against the Shelby and such other British vessels as may 
be seized this season by the (Jnited States officers for violation of the 
regulations of the Paris award. I believe that such action would greatly 
assist in the proper enforcement of the award provisions. In this con- 
nection I would suggest the advisability of notifying at once the British 
Oovernment that the declaration of seizure will be amended to the end 
that the libel in admiralty may set forth the breach of the British act of 
Parliament known as the Bering Sea award act of 1894. 
I have the honor, etc., 

J. G. Carlisle, Secretary. 

The Sboeetary of State. 



Department op State, 

Washingtonj May 23, 1895. 
Sir: Referring to your letter of the 30th ultimo, I have the honor to 
inclose for your information a copy of a dispatch from the consul at Vic- 
toria reporting that the commander in chief of that station ordered the 
release of the schooner Wandererj having reached the conclusion that 
no case could be made out against the vessel. 

The collector of the port informed the consul that the Government at 
Ottawa instructed him to take no official action in the matter. 
I have the honor, etc., 

Edwin P. Uhl, 
Acting Secretary. 
The Secretary of the Treasury. 
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[Incloanre.] 

Consulate of thk United States, 
Victoria, Britifih Columbia, May IS, 1895. 
Sir: In reply to your dispatch, No. 19, of the 4th instant, received to«day, inclosing 
copy of letter from the Treasury Department requesting information with respect to 
the final disposition of the sealing schooner Wanderer, seized during the sealing sea- 
son, 1894, 1 beg leave to inform the Department that the said schooner was released 
by the commander in chief of the Pacific station, Admiral Stephenson, of H. M. S. 
Boyal Arthur. 

This schooner was seized by the U. S. S. Concord by reason of the fact that one 
unsealed gun was found in one of ber berths. 

She was turned over to H. M. S. Pheasant and brought to this port. Upon investi- 
gation it was found that all her other guns and her entire armament were sealed, and 
that her master was not aware and had no knowledge that there was a gun aboard 
unsealed in violation of the provisions of the Paris award. 

Collector A. R. Milne, of this port, and from whom I get this information, advises 
me that his Government at Ottawa instructed him to take no official action whatever 
in the matter, and that the commander in chief of tliis station, after careful investi- 
gation, and acting under legal a<lvice, ordered the release of the schooner, the con- 
clusion having been reached tbat no case could be made out against her. 
I am, sir, etc., 

W. P. Roberts, United States Consul, 
Hon. Edwin F. Uhl, 

A89i9ta7it Secretary of State, JVaahington, D, C. 



Treasury Department, 
Washington^ D. 0., June 12^ 1895. 

Sir: I have the nonor to acknowledge the letter dated May 23, from 
the Acting Secretary of State, inclosing for my consideration a com- 
munication from the United States consul at Victoria, British Columbia, 
to the effect that the British sealing schooner Wanderer^ seized June 9, 
1894, in the Korth Pacific Ocean by the commander of the United States 
cruiser Concord and formally delivered to the commander of H. M. S. 
Pheasantj was subsequently taken to Victoria and released by Admiral 
Stephenson, of H, M. S. Eoyal Arthur. 

It is further stated in said communication that upon investigation it 
was found that all the guns of the Wanderer except one were secured 
under seal; that her master had no knowledge that there was a gun on 
board unsealed, in violation of the provisions of the Paris award, and 
further, that the "commander in chief of this station, after careful 
investigation, and acting under legal advice, ordered the release of the 
schooner, the conclusion having been reached that no case could be 
made out against her." 

The Department also understands that the sealing schooner Favorite^ 
seized in Bering Sea August 24, 1894, by the commanding officer of 
U. S. S. Mohican^ was similarly released on being turned over to the 
British naval authorities. I deem it to be my duty to call to your atten- 
tion this action of the naval authorities of Great Britain, with the sug- 
gestion that it is not in accord with evident intent and spirit of the 
legislation enacted by the respective Governments for carrying out the 
provisions of the Paris award. 

These vessels were seized under authority of the order in council of 
the British Government dated April 30, 1894, authorizing United States 
officers duly commissioned and instructed by the President to seize any 
British vessel which has violated the Paris award regulations, as con- 
tained in the act of Parliament known as the Bering Sea award act, 
1894, and bring her for adjudication before any British court of admi- 
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ralty, or in lieu thereof to deliver her to any British officer for adjudi- 
cation before the court. 

The plain spirit and intent of the law would seem to require pro- 
ceedings in admiralty for condemnation and forfeiture of every vessel 
seized by the United States officers and delivered to the British author- 
ities as aforesaid. In the cases in question, however, it would appear 
that Admiral Stephenson, in discharging said vessels, took upon himself 
to decide a question which, under the law, could properly be decided 
only by a British court of admiralty. 

The evidence in the case of the Wanderer clearly would seem to 
justify the suspicion and belief that some, at least, of the 400 seal skins 
found on board had been taken during the prohibited season by means 
of shotguns, in violation of the award regulations and of the British 
and American law. 

In the case of the Favorite 1,230 seal skins were found on board, 
together with a shotgun whose barrel was partly cut off, but leaving 
about 12 inches. It was found that it would shoot accurately for a dis- 
tance of 60 yards. 

The causes particularly assigned for these seizures, the carrying of 
firearms unsealed, taken in connection with the fact that such weapons 
were forbidden then and there to be used, and that there were also 
found seal skins on board, would plainly justify the belief that said 
firearms had been used in violation of article 6 of the award as con- 
tained in the Bering Sea award act of 1894 (British) and the act ot 
Congress, April 6, 1894 (American). That the notices of seizure, as 
prepared by the United States seizing officers, do not, with particularity, 
specify the illegal use of these weapons, but rely chiefly upon their 
presence on board unsealed, clearly would not prevent such use being 
proved in subsequent i)roceedings in court of admiralty for condemna- 
tion and forfeiture, said notices being merely to acquaint the authorities 
to whom the ships are turned over of the seizure and of the particular 
off'enses relied upon for maintaining a libel in condemnation proceedings. 
It would seem perfectly clear that additional breaches of the law could 
be assigned and made the subject of condemnation proceedings at any 
time before the trial took place. 

The instructions issued by the British Government to the commanders 
of its cruising vessels for the season of 1894 would, it is submitted, 
have imposed upon such officers under similar circumstances the duty 
of seizing these vessels. Said instructions, in part, were as follows: 

If you are satisfied that a vessel lias himted contrary to the act you will seize 
her. • » » Whether the vessel has been engaged in hunting yon must judge from 
the presence of seal skins or bodies of seals on board and other circumstances and 
indications. (See Senate Ex. Doc. 67, p. 116, Fifty-third Congress, third session.) 

In the case of the Wanderer, the master gave his guns and ammuni- 
tion to the commander of the United States cruiser Torlctotcn, to be 
secured under seal. Later in the same day he was boarded by the 
cruiser Concord, and stated that the guns and ammunition sealed up by 
the YorJctoicn was all he had on board. After a search, however, a 
breech-loading shotgun and a bag of loaded shell were found concealed 
in the extreme forward part of the vessel under a pile of iron cans 
between decks. While the oflScer was making an entry in the log book 
as to this weapon the master of the vessel was heard to say to the 
mate, "God damn it, I told you you ought to have had that put in with 
the others," or words to that effect. This deception of the master, 
together with the concealed weapons, the presence on board of seal skins, 
and other suspicious evidence revealed on search, clearly should have 
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been sabmitted to a court of admiralty in condemDation proceedings. 
I respectfully call these facts to your attention, with the suggestion 
that a formsd protest against said action of the British naval authori- 
ties be communicated to the British Government, with the request that 
in future every vessel seized by United States oificers shall be proceeded 
against for condemnation in the admiralty court having jurisdiction in 
the premises. 



I have the honor, etc., 
The Sbobetaby op State. 



J. G. Oablisle, Secretary. 



Treasuhy Depaetment, 
Washington^ D, 0., June 12^ 1895. 

Sir: I have received a copy of the communication of the British 
Foreign Office to the British ambassador of the 17th ultimo, in answer 
to his dispatch of January 24 last, conveying the proposition of this 
Government for the appointment of au international commission by the 
Governments of the United States, Great Britain, Eussia, and Japan, 
respectively, for investigating the fur-seal fisheries of the North Pacific 
Ocean^ and, pending a report of said commission, for a modus vivendi 
prohibiting sealing in Bering Sea and extending the regulations of the 
Paris award alon^the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude to the shores 
of Asia. 

The communication opens with the proposition that our Government, 
because of its contention before the Paris tribunal that the Asiatic and 
American fur-seal herds are distinct and do not commingle, can not 
now with propriety draw any inference as to the other effects of pelagic 
sealing on the American fur-seal herd from figures indicating increased 
catches over previous seasons in the total of seals killed on the Asiatic 
and American sides of the Northern Pacific Ocean. The claim is fiir- 
ther advanced that although the catch of fur seals during last season 
on the Asiatic side was greater than in any previous year, yet the catch 
taken from the American herd — that is, within the Paris award area — 
while admittedly larger than in most previous seasons, was, in fact, not 
as large as that of the season of 1891. Our Government is further 
reminded therein that the success or failure of the regulations estab- 
lished by the Paris tribunal must be judged " solely by their effect on 
the herd which they were intended to protect.'' 

I have the honor to reply that during the hearings before the Tri- 
bunal of Arbitration at Paris it was earnestly contended by counsel 
representing Great Britain that the Asiatic and American herds did 
commingle. That fact was disputed by the American counsel in the 
light of the evidence before them. The tribunal, however, was not 
called upon to make any definite finding upon this important question. 
While I do not wish to be understood as expressing any opinion upon 
the subject, yet, in view of the admission contained in said communica- 
tion, in which I cordially join, that "our knowledge of seal life is still 
far ttom. complete," I feel that the question as to whether said herds 
intermingled requires most careful consideration and study. It has 
been suggested that the American herd seal, even if not naturally com- 
mingling with the Asiatic herd, may have been driven over to Asiatic 
shores by incessant slaughter during the past seasons. If such be 
found to be the fact on careful investigation — which investigation ia 
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unfortunately refused by tlie British Government — it might appear that 
the total slaughter of fur seals on both sides of the North Pacific Ocean 
has a more intimate connection with the present condition of the 
American fur-seal herd than is now admitted. 

However this may be, the British Foreign Office seem to have fallen 
into the serious error of assuming that the proposition of the United 
States Government, contained in your letter of January 23 last to the 
British ambassador, was purely selfish in its character, having applica- 
tion only to the material interests of the United States Government in 
the American fur-seal herd. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
It is to be presumed that the President in said letter was actuated by 
the desire to protect the fur-seal fisheries on both sides of the North 
Pacific Ocean, Asiatic as well as American, for the benefit of mankind. 
Incidentally this would result in benefit to the interests of the United 
States; but the proposition was founded on broad humanitarian prin- 
ciples, no 'especial benefit being sought save what would accrue to all 
mankind from the proper regulation of these valuable fisheries. A 
proposition of similar nature, but limited to Bering Sea, was made by 
Secretary Bayard to our ministers in England, Japan, Eussia, Sweden, 
and Norway for formal transmission to the respective Governments as 
far back as 1887. Subsequently, at the request of Lord Salisbury, the 
British minister of foreign aflairs, its scope was broadened bo as to 
embrace the whole Northern Pacific Ocean from the Asiatic to the 
American shores north of the forty-seventh degree of north latitude. 
Unfortunately the British Government withdrew its approval of this 
arrangement. (See letter of White to Bayard, June 20, 1888.) 

The closed season established by the Paris award has induced many 
sealing vessels to go over to Japan and Russian waters, thus causing a 
startling increase in the pelagic slaughter off these shores. The figures 
given in said communication include only the slaughter in Japan waters ; 
adding the seals killed in Eussian waters we have a total of over 73,000 
in 1893 and over 79,000 in 1894. It was to regulate the killing in these 
waters as well a« in American waters that the proposition cont>ained in 
said letter of January 23 was made. 

But even if we assume that the American and Asiatic herds are dis- 
tinct and have never com mingled, the fact still remains that theslaughter 
of the American herd during the past season has been greater than any 
season in the history of pelagic sealing. The communication of the 
Foreign Office states that about 12,500 fewer seals were killed in the 
award area in 1894 than in 1891. It is suggested, however, that their 
computation of seals killed in Bering Sea in 1891 (29,146) consisted 
partly of seals taken on the western side of the sea in the vicinity of 
the Eussian seal islands, while the figures for the catch in said sea in 
1894 (31,585) included only seals killed on the eastern side of the sea, 
embraced within the area of the Paris award. 

It is a matter of history that after the promulgation of the modus 
Vivendi of June 15, 1891, between the dates of June 29 and August 15, 
41 British vessels were warned out of the American side of Bering Sea 
by American cruisers (see report of British commissioners in report ol 
Paris tribunal). Of these vessels so warned it is believed that many 
went over to the Eussian side of Bering Sea and made catches there. 
From statistics in the possession of this Department it would appear 
that about 8,432 seals were taken ; of these 6,616 by British vessels and 
1,816 by American vessels. There should be deducted, therefore, from 
the British figures 6,616, leaving about 23,000 as the catch of said Tes- 
tis in the award area in Bering Sea during the season of 1891. (A 
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similar result (23,041) was reached by dedacting from the catch stated 
in Consul Myers's report, 28,605 (United States counter case), the 
number of 5,847, estimated to have oeen killed off the Russian Coast. 
This estimate was reached after a careful examination by an expert of 
all the catches of 1891 and by affidavits scattered through the case 
and counter case of the United States and Great Britain.) 

The number of seals stated by this Goyernment to have been killed 
in Bering Sea during 1891 (23,041) does not include any caught by 
American vessels during that season, for the reason that the expert 
who prepared the figures could not obtain exact information on this 
question. Other statistics now in the possession of the Department 
indicated that 6,736 seals were killed in Bering Sea, from the Asiatic 
to the American shores, by American vessels in 1891 ; subtracting from 
this total 1,816 seals supposed to have been killed in Russian waters 
and we have as a result 4,920; adding this to 23,041, the total number 
of seals killed within the American area in Bering Sea for the season 
of 1891 falls below 28,000. 

The communication of the Foreign Office states the total catch of 
American and British vessels within the award area in 1891 as 68,000. 
This Department is in the possession of a careful computation, prepared 
by an expert of the catch for 1891, based on a careful study of all the 
evidence as disclosed in the case and counter case of both Govern- 
ments. This estimate places the number of seals known to have been 
killed within the award area at .45,000, leaving about 16,000 undeter- 
mined. Taking, however, the figures as given by the Foreign Office, 
68,000, and subtracting the number supposed to have been killed in 
Russian waters, 8,432, we have left 59,568 as the maximum catch within 
the award area for that season. 

The official statement of the catch for 1892, contained in the report 
of the Canadian department of marine and fisheries, credits 14,805 out 
of a total of 53,912 to the Asiatic shores; the report for 1891 gives only 
the total of 52,995, crediting none to Russian waters; nor does the 
report of the British commissioners of the catch of 1891 give any num- 
ber as killed in said waters. It is respectfully suggested that to this 
extent these reports are in error. 

In computiag the catch of 1894 the Foreign Office states that 55,602 
seals were killed within the award area, including 17,558 as the catch 
of American vessels. It should be remembered, however, that in my 
communication to Congress, from which the totals contained in the let- 
ter of January 23 to the British ambassador were taken, 6,836 skins 
taken by American vessels were st^ated as undetermined as to location. 
Assuming that they were divided as between the American and Asiatic 
herds in the same proportion as the other skins landed during the 
season of 1894 at American ports by United States vessels, we should 
have the total catch of American vessels within the award area 56,686-|- 
6,152, making a total of 61,838. This total justifies my repeating the 
statement contained in previous letters to you that the pelagic catch 
within the award area last season was the largest in the Mstory of 
pelagic sealing, the nearest approximation being the season of 1891, in 
which, even on the theory of the British figures, not exceeding 59,568 
seals were taken. The significance of this catch of 1894 will be better 
appreciated when it is understood that only 95 vessels were employed, 
as against 115 in 1891. 

It is further contended in said communication that the increased 
catch, with proportionately fewer vessels, indicates an increased num- 
ber of seals in 1894 as compared with 1391, and consequently a better 
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condition of the fur-seal herd. When, however, the startling decrease 
of seals on the Pribilof Islands, pronounced by experts to be at least 
one-half since 1890, taken in connection with the great destruction of 
pups from starvation on the islands last season caused by the slaughter 
of their mothers at sea is considered, it will appear conclusively demon- 
strated that the increased catch is but a measure of the increased inef« 
flciency of the crews employed as hunters on the sealing vessels and 
that the seal herd is rapidly diminishing in numbers and is in danger 
of speedy extermination unless changes are made in the regulations 
established by the Paris award. 

It is correctly stated by the Foreign Ofifice that the catch in the 
award area of last season outside of Bering Sea was less than during 
the season of 1893. It should be remembered, however, that it falls 
only a little short of the catch of 1893, and that it was taken during 
the four mouths, January to April, while the catch of 1893 was taken 
during the seven months, January to July. Unquestionably, however, 
the prohibition in the award regulations of pelagic sealing during the 
months of May, June, and July was calculated to do much good to the 
herd, and some favorable results might naturally have been expected 
on the islands. After, however, the sealing fleet had entered Bering 
Sea the startling increase in dead pups (by accurate estimate about 
20,000) found on the islands revealed unmistakably the fatal defect in 
the award regulations in opening Bering Sea to pelagic sealing. 

The marvelously increased efficien.cy of the pelagic seal hunters in 
the use of the shotgun and spear, as shown by the enormous catches of 
late years, especially of last season, under said award regulations, will, 
in my judgment, speedily deplete the fur-seal herd. The pelagic 
catches must soon decrease in like degree with that necessitated in the 
land catches on the Pribilof Islands. Eeports at hand of the coast 
catch of the season of 1895 would seem to indicate that this condition 
has already been reached. It is to be presumed, however, that for 
some few years the pelagic slaughter of Bering Sea — the great nursery 
of the fur-seal herd — can be maintained at figures approximating or 
even exceeding those of last year. That such slaughter as has taken 
place within the last year — largely of nursing females — gives conclu- 
sive evidence that the regulations as established by t}ie Paris award 
area are not giving that measure of protection that the arbitrators 
intended, can not, it is respectfully submitted, be longer seriously denied. 
Commercial extermination of the fur-seal herd, Asiatic as well as Amer- 
ican, is imminent. It is to be deeply regretted, therefore, that the 
British Government has declined our proposition for the appointment 
of an international commission and for the suggested modus vivendi. 

The suggestion, however, is made by the Foreign Office that resident 
agents be appointed by the United States and Great Britain, to be sta- 
tioned on the Pribilof Islands, to investigate jointly during the next 
four years and to report from time to time as to the condition of the 
fur-seal fisheries. The appointment of similar agents on the Oom- 
mander Islands is also suggested. 

While I believe that this suggestion of the British Government is 
inadequate and will not satisfactorily supply the need of an interna- 
tional commission of scientists, yet I am disposed to favor a new 
proposition to said Government, based largely on their suggestion, as 
follows: That three agents be appointed by Great Britain, Bussia, 
Japan, and the United States, respectively, twelve in all, who shall be 
stationed on the Kurile, Commander, and Pribilof islands, respectively; 
that they be instructed to examine carefully into the nir-seal fishery 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 335 

and to recommend from time to time any suggeetions as fo needed 
changes in the regulations of the Paris award, and desirable limita- 
tions of the land catches on each of said islands ; that within four 
years they shall present a final report to their respective Governments, 
and that, pending said report, a modus vivendi be entered into extend- 
ing the award regulations along the line of the thirty-fifth degree of 
north latitude from the American to the Asiatic shores. 
I have the honor, etc., 

J. G. Carlisle, Secretary. 
The Secretary op State. 



Department of State, 
Washington^ June 25y 1895. 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose for your iuformatiou and considera- 
tion a copy of a dispatch, Ko. 460, of the 14th instant, from the United 
States ambassador at London, in regard to British legislation in refer- 
ence to sealing in the North Pacific Ocean. 

You will observe that Mr. Bayard, for the purpose of better compar- 
ing the pending bill with the act of 1893, which it is intended to replace, 
incloses a copy of the act last mentioned and also of the merchant 
shipping act of 1894, which is recited and referred to in the act now 
proposed. 

I have the honor, etc., 

BlOHARD OLNEY. 

The Secretary of the Treasury. 



[Inclosiire.] 

Embassy of the United States, 

London, June 14, 1896, 
Sir: I have to-day obtained and have now the honor to inclose lierewith copy of 
the proposed biU regulating sealing in Boring Sea and other parts of the Pacific 
Ocean adjacent to Bering Sea. For the purpose of better comparing this bill with 
the act of 1893 (which it is intended to replace), I also inclose herewith a copy of the 
act last mentioned and also of the merchant shipping act of 1894, which is recited 
and referred to in the act now proposed. 

Since obtaining these copies uut little time is left before the mail closes for criti- 
cism of the proposed modincations in the phraseology of the act of 1893, and I defer 
comments thereon at this writing. 
I have the honor, etc., 

T. F. Bayard. 
Hon. Edwin F. Uhl, 

Acting Secretary of State. 



July 3, 1895. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of June 25, inclosing a copy of dispatch No. 450, of the 14th 
ultimo, from the United States ambassador at London, in regard to pro- 
posed British legislation with reference to sealing in the North Pacific 
Ocean. I have further to acknowledge the inclosures therein, namely, 
a copy of the said proposed act, seal fishery (North Pacific) act, and of 
the merchants' shipping act of 1894. 

I have carefully read the same, and desire to call to your attention 
the significant omission in said pending bill of the sixth clause of the 
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first section of the seal-fishery (North Pacific) act of 1893, which expired 
by limitation on the 1st instant, and for which the present pending bill 
is to be substituted. This clause is as follows: 

If during the period and within the seae specified by the order a British ship is 
fonnd having on board thereof Ashing or shooting implements, or seal skins, or bodies 
of seals, it shall be on the owner or master of such ship to prove that the ship was 
not used or employed in contravention of this act. 

A similar provision was contained in the seal-fisheries (Bering Sea) 
act of 1891, upon which the modus vivendi of 1891 and 1892 was founded, 
clause 5 of section 1 of which provided as follows: 

If a British ship is fonnd within Bering Sea having on board thereof fishing or 
shooting implements, or seal skins, or bodies of seals, it shall be on the owner or 
master of such ship to prove that the ship was not used or employed in contraven- 
tion of this act. 

Inasmuch as the pending bill expressly states that its provisions shall 
not be in derogation of the provisions of the Bering Sea award act of; 
1894, but in addition thereto, this omission is significant and becomes ! 
of the utmost importance. | 

Under the Bering Sea award act of 1894, enacted to carry out the 
provisions of the Paris award, the subject-matter of orders in council is 
strictly limited to provisions for carrying into effect the schedule pro- 
visions (that is, the Paris award and the merchants' shipping act), and 
for giving the necessary authority to United States officers to seize 
British vessels which have violated the award provisions. 

The scope of such orders in council as may be issued under said act 
is also limited to the area designated in said award. 

The seal-fishery (North Pacific) act of 1893, however, extends the 
scope of the orders in council to all of the Pacific Ocean and Bering 
Sea north of the forty-second parallel of latitude, and, further, gives 
the widest latitude to said orders as to limitations, conditions, qualifi- 
cations and exceptions, which appear to Her Majesty in council expe- 
dient for carrying into effect the object of this act as expressed in the 
title, "For prohibiting the catching of seals at certain periods in Bering 
Sea and other parts of the Pacific Ocean adjacent to Bering Sea.'' 

If, therefore, the pending bill should reenact the clause above quoted, 
in which the presumption of illegality is drawn from the presence of 
implements or seal skins on board, it would be possible by subsequent 
orders in council to bring the British law into harmony with that 
enacted by Congress upon this question, to which I have had the honor 
in previous communications to call to your attention. Should, however, 
the pending bill become law with said clause omitted, I fear that it may 
prove a source of embarrassment in the effort to properly enforce the 
l)ro visions of the Paris award in the future. I have the honor to request, 
if such course be approved by you, that our ambassador at London be 
instructed to present these views to the British Government. 
Very respectfully, 

0. S. Hamlin, Acting Secretary. 

The Seobetaby of State. 



July 18, 1895. 
Sir: Eeferring to my letter to you of the 8th instant, wherein it was 
stated that on the 27th ultimo the collector of customs at San Fran- 
cisco had reported to the United States attorney at said port the action 
of the m^ter of the sealing schooner Sophia Sutherland jp taking seala 
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daring the closed season within the limits of the area of the award of 
the tribunal of Paris, and without the special license provided for in 
article 4 of said Paris award and section 3 of the act of Congress dated 
April 6, 1894, and requesting that instructions be given to the district 
attorney to proceed promptly in said case and to report the result, I 
have the honor to inform you that I have received a letter, dated the 
8th instant from the United States attorney with reference to said case 
and recommending that no action be commenced against either the 
master or the vessel, and that the skins be released to the proper owner. 
The basis of the United States attorney's recommendation is that the 
skins in question are those of seals secured within the prohibited waters 
by members of the crew of the vessel, who during the voyage were 
unruly and defiant, and that the action of said members of the crew was 
without the knowledge or consent of the master of the vessel or any of 
its officers. It is stated, also, that the master of the vessel was not 
aware that the taking of the seals within the waters referred to was 
prohibited, having sailed from San Francisco in January last, and with- 
out having been tul vised of the instructions of this Department in the 
premises. 

I would respectfully request that instructions be given by you to the 
United States attorney at said port to proceed promptly in said case 
and commence proceedings for condemnation of the vessel and for the 
statutory fine to be imposed upon the master under section 8 of the act 
of Congress of April 6, 1894. 

Although the district attorney states certain facts which might prop- 
erly be considered on a petition for remission of the penalty or forfeit- 
ure of the vessel by the Secretary of the Treasury, yet this Department 
believes that the necessary steps preliminary to imposing a fine and 
condemnation of the vessel should be at once taken. Article 4 of the 
regulations of the Paris award provides that every vessel killing seals 
within the award area must be provided with a special license. Section 
3 of the act of Congress of April 6, 1894, prohibits all seal killing with- 
out said special license, and section 8 provides for a fine or imprison- 
ment of the master, and also for forfeiture of the vessel offending. This 
statute is peremptory and would seem to admit of no discretion what- 
soever. Under the provisions of subsection 2, clause 4, of the British 
legislation known as the Bering Sea award act of 1894, it is provided 
that if a master uses due diligence to enforce the act, and that the 
offense in question was committed by some other person without his 
connivance, he shall not be liable to any penalty or forfeiture. There is 
no such provision, however, in said act of Congress of April 6, 1894. 

I would further say that the State Depart Jient has filed a formal 
protest with the secretary of state of foreign affairs of Great Britain 
because of the action of the British Government in discharging without 
condemnation proceedings the two British vessels Wanderer 2Jid Favorite 
seized by United Statesofficers during last season. It therefore becomes 
of the utmost importance that we proceed vigorously against offenders 
of our own nationality. Should the court impose a fine upon the master 
or declare the vessel forfeited, a petition may then be filed with the 
Secretary of the Treasury to remit the fine or forfeiture. The matter 
can then be brought to the attention of the State Department and 
proper action may be taken. 

I would further request that the district attorney be directed to give 

to the Secretary of the Treasury and to the Secretary of State due notice 

of the trial, in order that the British Government may be notified and 

be given an opportunity to appoint counsel to take part in the condem- 
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nation proceedings should it deem such action adyisable. Arequest has 
already been made by our Government that counsel may be appointed 
to represent our interests in similar proceedings in British Columbia. 
I have the honor, etc., 

J. G. Oablisle, Secretary. 
The Attobney-Genbbal. 



July 26, 1896. 

Sib: Eeferring to my letter to you of the 18th instant in relation to 
the case of the sealing schooner Sophia. Sutherland, charged with taking 
seals during the clos^ season within the limits of the area of the award 
of the Tribunal of Paris, and without the special license provided for 
in article 4 of said award and section 3 of the act of Congress dated 
April 6, 1894, wherein request was made that instructions be given by 
you to the United States attorney at San Francisco to proceed promptly 
in said case and commence proceedings for the condemnation of the ves- 
sel and for the statutory fine to be imposed upon the master, under sec- 
tion 8 of the act of Congress of April 6, 1894, 1 have the honor to invite 
your attention to the following statement concerning the schooners 
Fcrkins and Furitan : 

On May 11 last the collector of customs at Port Townsend informed 
the Department, by wire, that the schooners named, which were licensed 
duly, had reported with ten or twelve seal skins, respectively, which 
were taken oif Cape Flattery, a distance not exceeding 15 miles from 
the shore, and that both schooners were owned and manned entirely 
by Indians. The collector stated further that no log books were kept 
on said vessels, and he recommended that the entry of the skins be 
allowed. On the 15th of the same month the collector was instructed 
by wire as follows: 

If cases of schoouers Pei'kina and Puritan are not within article 8 of Paris award 
and section 6, act of Congress April 6, 1894, report matter to district attorney for 
proper procccilings under sections 8 and 9 of said act. 

1 have to request that instructions similar to those given to the 
United States attorney at San Francisco in the case of the sealing 
schooner Sophia Sutherland be given to the United States attorney for 
the State of Washington in the cases of the schooners Perkins and 
Furitan, and that he be impressed with the necessity for speedy action 
in the premises. 

Kespectfully, yours, 

S. WiKB, Acting Secretary. 

The ATTORNEY-dENEKAJL. 



September 7, 1895. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that sealing vessels returning 
from the seal fisheries are beginning to arrive at United States and 
British Columbian ports. 

In view of this fact, I would ask whether the British Government has 
as yet replied to the request of our Government to be permitted to send 
experts to British Columbian ports to inspect the official logs and 
to examine all seal skins landed as to sex. Inasmuch, also, as several 
American vessels and at least one British vessel have been seized this 
season for violation of the award of the Paris Tribunal, I desire to be 
informed whether or not the British Government has consented to the 
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appointment by oar Qoyernment of counsel to represent in condemna- 
tion proceedings for the forfeitare of said ofi'euding vessels. 

In this connection I would suggest that the question whether joint 
regulations for the coming sealing season can be agreed upon by the 
respective Governments be determined at once, as vessels will begin to 
leave for the sealing grounds early in November, and there will conse- 
quently remain very little time in which to agree upon joint resolutions 
should such a course be determined upon. 
I have the honor, etc., 



The Seguetaby op State. 



O. 8. Hamlin, Acting Secretary. 



Department of Statb, 
Washington, June 17, 1895. 
My Dear Mr. Hamlin: I beg to transmit to you herewith for your 
immediate use a copy of a note of the 13th instant, from the British 
charge d'affaires ad interim inclosing a copy of a minute of the Cana- 
dian privy council, which is said to contain the information requested 
in a letter of the Treasury Department of the 19th of January last, 
relative to Canadian pelagic sealing in 1893 and 1894. 

To complete the record a formal letter of transmittal, signed by the 
Secretary of State, purporting to cover these inclosures will be sent to 
your Department to-morrow. 

I am, my dear sir, very truly, yours, 

Alvey a. Adeb. 
Hon. Charles S. Hamlin. 



[Inclosiire.] 

Nkwpobt, Jum is, 1896, 
Sir: With reference to the State Department note of the 23d January last, marked 
No. 17, requesting certain information with regard to Canadian pelaeic sealing in 
1893 and 1894, 1 have the honor, acting under the instructions of the Earl of Kimberly, 
to forward herewith copy of a minute of the Canadian privy council containing the 
information asked for. 

I have the honor, etc., 

HuGM GouaH. 
Hon. E. F. UuL. 



Extract froni a report of the commitiee of the honorable the privy council, approved by 
hie excellency on the 2Gth April, 1895, 

The committee of the privy council have had under consideration the annexed 
report from the minister of marine and fisheries, dated 20th April, 1895, in connection 
with certain information touching Canadian pelagic sealing in 1893 and 1894, which 
had been requested by the United States Government. 

The honorable committee advise that your excellency be moved to forward a cer- 
tified cony of this report, together with its appendices, to the right honorable the 
principal secretary of state for the colonies. 

All which is respectfully submitted for your excellency's approval. 

John J. McGbb, 
Qlerk of the Privy Couno\U 
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[Annex A to O. 0. 888 J, AprU 26, 1895.1 

Marine and Fishkrirs, Canada, 

Ottawa, April SO, 1895. 
To His Bxcrixency thb Governor-General, in Council: 

The uodereigned has the honor to revert to an approved minnte of council dated 
2d April, 1895 (750 J.). 

In referring to a diapatch from his excellency Her Majesty's ambassador at 
Washington, dated 19th February, conveying the request of the United States 
Government for certain information touching Canadian pelagic sealing in 1893 and 
1894, this minute of council incidentally announced that muoh of the information 
was already in the hands of Her Mi^esty's Government. 

It was also stated that the undersigned had caused steps to be taken to procure 
from Victoria, British Columbia, such supplementary information in the direction 
indicated as might be obtainable. 

The undersigned has now the honor to report to your excellency that he has 
reoeived the information asked for, which he appends to this report, together with 
the correspondence with the ooUeotor of customs at Victoria on the subject, as 
follows : 

1. Letter to Mr. A. B. MUne, Maroh 8, 1895. 

2. Letter from Mr. A. B. Milne, Maron 90, 1895, inclosing— 



!8 



Summary of catch by British Columbia sealing fleet, 1893 and 1894. 

(o) Detailed statement of catch in Bering Sea in 1894, showing latitude and longi- 
tude where taken and sexes of seals. 

(d) Detailed statement, 1^3, showing vessels, tonnage, crews, hunters (whether 
white or Indian). 

(0) Detailed statement, 1894, showing vessels, tonnage, crews, hunters (whether 
white or Indian). 

The undersigned would observe that the United States Secretary of State, in his 
request for information, desired to be informed whether the skins taken by British 
pelagic sealers were examined as to sex, by expert inspectors, as was done in the 
case of skins entered at United States ports. 

Your excellency will observe, from the appendices to this report, that the under- 
signed in seeking the information asked for gave considerable prominence to this 
point, with the object of elucidating whether any practical benefit was likely to 
acorue from such a course, whether or not it had been hitherto practiced. 

Information was sought as to the practicability and value of such a means, and 
its effectiveness toward establishing the sex of the animals from which the skins 
were taken. Also whether it was considered to be reliable in establishing the sexes 
of the seals killed, whether it could be adopted, and whether, in view of the log 
records on this particular point, demanded by the terms of the award, such a oourse, 
if practicable and effective, would be necessary or useful, even in insuring by the 
check It might afford more careful attention to the examination by the masters of 
the vessels of the seals killed at sea and the consequent greater accuracy in their 
log entries. 

From the information elicited on this point, it appears that the skins taken by the 
Canadian pelagic sealers were not so examined by expert inspectors at the time of 
landing at Victoria and Vancouver. 

There also appears to be some ground, on the Canadian Pacific Coast, for doubting 
that the skins landing in San Francisco and Pnget Sound ports were examined as to 
sex by expert inspectors. 

The collector of customs gathers that little credence is given to the statement that 
an expert examination of the skins was made, inasmuch as it would be unreliable 
and uncertain. 

The separation of the female from the male skins at the time of landing must, it 
is stated, be mainly determined by the teats, which it is well known occur with male 
as well as female seals, while a further complication arises from the fact that quite 
a number of the females are barren, and the teats on the skins taken from such ani- 
mals would not be more prominent than on those taken from males. 

Your excellency's attention is also invited to the statement that both in San Fran- 
cisco and at Victoria a young, inexperienced lad was engaged by the iirm of Liebes 
Bros., the largest furriers on the Pacific Coast, to examine some seal skins which 
they were about to purchase (presumably as to sex) and the reported opinions of 
reliable sealers and furriers as to the nature of such an examination, in view of the 
lack of either experience or intelligence by the examiner, requisite to determine the 
point. 

The undersigned would further refer to the statement in the collector's letter^ that 
formerly the matter had been the subject of much consideration among those inter- 
ested in the sealing business, with the result that the opinion prevailed that very 
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few experts are able to determine the sex from an examination of the skins after 
they have been salted and mixed. 

It seems that all the mles as to the color of the hair, and the whiskers of the ani- 
mals, as well as to the condition of the fur, have proven unreliable. The x>ositive 
assertion is ventured that the only time when the sex can be correctly determined is 
daring the operations of skinning the animals, when each pelt conld be ticketed. 

The collector instances the opinion of the late Mr. Davis, representative inViotoTla 
of the firm of UUman & Sons, far dealers, of New York and St. Paul. This gentle- 
man is referred to as possessing expert knowledge in the pnrchase of furs, particu- 
larly seal skins. 

In 1891 Mr. Davis met the sealing fleet at its rendezvous off Olitak Bay to transfer 
the skins to the steamer Danube previous to the departure of the sealing schooners 
for the Asiatic waters. 

He is represented as having emphatically stated that it was virtually impossible 
to distlngnish the sexes of the animals from which the skins were taken by tne teats 
or otherwise, the only sure way being observations during the process of flaying, 
althoagh in exceptional cases of very choice skins, the sex might be determined. In 
the case of barren females, however, the distinction was practically impossible. 

A farther instance is cited of an examination in 1892 of about 200 skins at Victoria, 
Mr. Macoun of Ottawa, Mr. Munsie of Victoria, and several others failing to deter- 
mine the sexes of the animals from which these skins were taken, notwithstanding 
they were selected and pronounced by Mr. Koutzouer, an expert for Messrs. Bos- 
cowitz & Co., to be the product from male seals. The teats proved to be as promi- 
nent as those to be found upon the skins of any female seal. 

It is admitted, however, that the pelt of a female seal killed while very heavy with 
young may be determined from its peculiar shape. 

The collector expresses the opinion that expert examination of seal skins would 
be almost impracticable, while its effectiveness would be uncertain in establishing 
the sex of seals from which tlicy were taken. Hence it would not be necessary or 
useful, but he believes that if the jsealers, in addition to keeping accurate log entries 
as to their fishing operations, wore compelled to label or tag each skin as to the sex 
of the animal at the time of flaying the most reliable evidence obtainable would be 
insured. 

The undersigned would further invite your excellency's attention to the statement 
that 1,037 skins were landed in Victoria and sold from the State of Washington, 
United States of America, daring 1894 which were not examined as to sex by experts. 

Also to the letter from Mr. J. C. Nixon, of Seattle, stating that the skins landed at 
the Puget Sound ports were not examined by experts. 

In the light of the evidence contained in the appendices to this report, the under- 
signed is of opinion that such an examination of the salted seal skins when landed 
at the home ports would prove of little utility in establishing the sexes of the seals 
killed. 

The undersigned recommends that a copy of this report, if approved^ together with 
its appendices, be forwarded to the right honorable Her Msgesty^s principal secretary 
of state for the colonies. 

Respectfully submitted. 

John Costioan. 



[Annex B to O. C. No. 888 J, AprU 26. 1895.] 

• Ottawa, March 8, 1895, 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that a request of the United States Secretary 
of State for certain information in respect of the Canadian sealing fleet and their 
operations during the seasons of 1893 and 1894 has been communicated to the Goy- 
ernment by his excellency Her Majesty's ambassador at Washington. 

(1) The total number of seals taken by British vessels in the North Paciflo Ocean 
and Bering Sea, both on the Asiatic and American sides. 

(2) The total number of skins landed at British ports by said vessels. 

(3) The total number transshipped in Japanese or Russian ports, including any 
that may have been ultimately entered at Victoria. 

(4) The number of skins landed as entered at Victoria by American vessels. 

(5) A report as to the sex of all skins taken in Bering Sea and the North Pacific 
Ocean. 

(6) Location of the place of catch by latitude and longitude. 

(7) The names of all vessels employed, tonnage, number of crew, and number of 
seal hunters, indicating whether whites or Indians. 

^8) The further request is made that information may be given as to whether the 
.skins taken by the Canadian pelagic sealers were examined as to sex by expert 
dnspectors, as was done in the case of skins entered in United States ports. 



Digitized by 



Google 



342 ALASKA nn)nsTRiES. 

The honorable the minister of marine and fisherieB would be ploaaed if yon will 
obtain the information as above intimated and classified, or such of it as is procura- 
ble, and forward it to this department at your earliest convenience. 

With regard to section 8, touching the expert inspection of skins when landed, 
with a view to determining the sex of the animals from which they were taken, it 
is presumed that no measures of this nature have hitherto been adopted at Victoria 
or Vancouver. 

The department would, however, like to have your opinion as to the practicability 
and value of such a means and its effectiveness toward the end in view. 

Also, if it is considered to be reliable in establishing the sexes of the seals killed, 
whether, in your opinion, it could be adoptod, and whether, in view of the log records 
on this point required by the terms of the award, such a course, if practicable and 
effective, would be necessary or useful. 

It may be that the adoption of an inspection of this character would, by the check 
it afforded, insure more careful attention to the examination by the masters of the 
vessela of the seals killed at sea and greater accuracy in their consequent log entries. 
I have the honor, etc., 

John Hardie, 
Acting Deputy Miniatei' Marine and Fiaheries. 

A. R. Milne, Esq., 

Collector of Cu9tam$, ricforta, British Cohnnhia. 



[Annex C to O. C. No. 883 J, April 26, 1896.] 

CrOTOMS Canada, 
Victoi-ia, British Columhitiy March SO, 1895, 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th instant, 
conveying the information that a request had been made by the United States Sec- 
retary of State for certain information in respect of the Canadian sealing fiect and 
their operations during the seasons of 1893 and 1894, and that such request had been 
communicated to the Government by hie excellency Her Majesty's ambassador at 
Washington. 

In compliance therewith, I beg to transmit herewith the information asked for 
touching the operations during those two years and are arranged under the following 
headings : 

(1) Ijie total number of seals taken by British vessels in the North Pacific Ocean 
and Bering Sea, both on the Asiatic and American sides. 

(2) The total number of skins landed at British ports by said vessels. 

(3) The total number transshipped in Japanese or Russian ports, including any 
that may have been ultimately entered at Victoria. 

^4) The number of skins lauded as entered at Victoria by American vessels. 

(5) A report as to the sex of all skins taken in Bering Sea and the North Pacific 
Ocean. 

(6) Location of the place of catch by latitude and longitude. 

(7) The names of all vessels employed, tonnage, number of crow, and number of 
seal hunters, indicating whether whites or Indians. 

^8) The further request is made that information may be given as to whether the 
skins taken by the CJanadian pelagic sealers were examined as to sex by expert 
inspectors, as was done in the case of skins entered in United States ports. 

The skins taken by Canadian pelagic sealers were not examined as to sex by expert 
inspectors at the time of landing from the vessels at this port or at Vancouver. 

A general denial is made that the seal skins were, on being landed at United Stateo 
ports — ^namely, at San Francisco and Puget Sound — examined as to sex by expert 
inspectors. 

No confidence is entertained here in the American statement made that an expert 
examination of the skins was held, as such would be unreliable and uncertain when 
separating the females from the males at time of landing, which could mainly be 
determined by the teats of the animals, it being a well-known fact that males have 
such as well as females, and quite » number of females have been barren — that is, 
have been barren during the season or longer — and the males have teats as prominent 
on the skin aa the barren females. 

Parties interested in sealing state that in San Francisco and here a young, inexpe- 
rienced lad was sent by Liebes Bros., the largest furriers of that city, to examine 
some seal skins landed which they were about to purchase, but the reliable sealers 
and furriers say that such was a perfect farce, he not having the experience and 
intelligence requisite to determine such. 

In the past this matter has been the subject of much discusRion here among those 
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interested in sealinf^, and the consensus of opinion is that very few experts are able 
to determine the sex from the skins when they have been salted and mixed, and all 
rules as to the color of the hair and the whiskers of the animal or the condition of 
the fur have been found to be unreliable and unsatisfactory, a seal skin bcin^ split 
• from the lower jaw to the tail, even the tail itself, which is very short, being about 
an inch in length, is also split, and the sex can not be determined that way. 

It is positively asserted that the only time to determine the sex is while skinning 
the animal while fresh, and that masters could then put a ticket on each skin. 

Mr. Davis, the representative here of Messrs. Joseph Ullman &, Sons, fur dealers, of 
New York and St. Paul, who resided here for a few years, since deceased, and who came 
here with expert knowledge in the purchase of skins, particularly seal skins, went 
north on the steamer Danube in 1891 to meet the sealing fleet which had a rendezvous 
off Alitak Bay, to transfer their skins, previous to their departure to the Russian 
side, from the schooners to the steamer, to be brought here, emphatically stated that 
it was practtoally impossible to tell the male from the female skin by the teats or 
otherwise, and the only sure way, in his opinion, was to see the auimal skinned. It 
might, however, in exceptional cases of very choice skins be determined by the fur 
or whiskers, and to tell a barren female from a male was almost impossible. 

Mr. Macoun, of Ottawa, with Mr. Munsie, a shipowner, and others, in 1892 exam- 
ined in warehouse here about 200 skins, and they could not determine in that num- 
ber the males from the females ; and they selected skins said to be males by Mr. 
Kautzaner, an expert for Messrs. Boscowitz & Co., and they were found to have 
teats as prominent upon them as those found on any female. 

It is known, however, that a skin off a female seal that has been killed while veij 
heavy witii young is broader in proportion to its length than the male skin, which is 
more oblong. 

It is my opinion that an expert examination would be almost impracticable and its 
effectiveness uncertain in establishing the sex of the seals killed, and I consider 
would not be necessarv or useful. 

The adoption of an inspection of this character would, no donbt, if reliable and 
conducted with certainty, afford a check as to the accuracy of log entries; but this, I 
am certain, would not be done at the time of landing without much irritation and 
disputation regarding the sex of seals. 

I can only thereibre say that it appears to me that if the sealers in addition to 
keeping their logs accurately as to each day's Ashing were compelled to label or tag 
each skin as to sex at the time of skinning and splitting the animal, would insure 
the most reliable evidence which could be obtained. 

I might state that 1,037 seal skins were lauded here and sold from the State of 
Washington during the year 1894, which certainly were not examined as to sex by 
expert inspectors, and those that were landed at other Pnget Sound ports you will 
see by the inclosed letter I received from Mr. J. C. Nixon, who is largely interested 
in the seal industry, that no such examination took place at any Pnget Sound ports 
during last year or any previous year. 

I have the honor, etc. A. R. Milnk, Collector, 

JOKS Hardie, Esq., 

Acting Deputy MinUter of Marine and Fisheries, Ottawa. 



September 10, 1895. 

Sir: I have carefully considered the report of Hon. John Oostigao 
to his excellency the Governor- General of Canada, containing minute in 
council dated April 2, 1895, inclosed in your letter to me of June 17. 
Although the inclosures purport only to give certain information asked 
for by our Government by letter of January 23, 1895, yet certain state- 
ments and denials are contained therein which merit careful attention 
and reply by this Department. 

In answering in the negative the questions whether the pelagic seal 
skins taken by British sealers were examined at the British ports of 
entry as to sex (as was stated in our communication to have been done 
to all American seal skins entered at United States ports), the collector 
of customs at Victoria, British Columbia, in his letter to Mr. Costigan 
inclosed in said report, enters a general denial that seal skins were 
examined as to sex by expert inspectors at San Francisco and Puget 
Sound ports. He further states that it is impossible to distinguish the 
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sex of seals by iDspection after the skins have been salted, and that apy 
examination at port of entry therefore would be impracticable and use- 
less. While this denial of an examination at United States ports was 
not called for by any question propounded in your letter to the British. 
Government, yet as it is couched in such a brusque manner and repeated 
by the Hon. Mr. Oostigan, it would seem to merit a prompt reply by 
this Department. 

The statement that all skins landed at United States ports during 
the season of 1894 were examined as to sex by expert inspectors was 
supposed by this Department to be true when it was made in our letter 
sent to you. Inspectors were duly appointed for this specific purpose 
and instructed to make such examination, and their returns were on file 
in the Treasury. It was discovered later, however, that at Port Town- 
send the inspector although examining and verifying the skins landed, 
yet made no examination as to sex. On the receipt of this discovery, 
to wit, on February 21, 1 immediately notified you, with the request 
that this fact be communicated to the British Government. I inclose a 
copy of this letter. It can only be assumed that the British Govern- 
ment in forwarding to you with its tacit approval the report of Mr. 
Oostigan containing this brusque denial must have overlooked the fact 
that it had in its possession at the time the letter of our Government 
fully explaining the matter. 

I would further state that the Department does not understand the 
reference contained in said report to the yonng and inexperiehced lad 
employed by Liebes Bros, in the examination of seal skins at San Fran- 
cisco. Such an action, if it took place, was wholly unofficial, and had no 
connection whatsoever with that made by the United States Govern- 
ment. The official expert employed by this Department at San Fran- 
cisco is a practical fuiTier by occupation. He has been engaged 
constantly and exclusively for the past eleven years in the fur business, 
and has handled large quantities of salted seal skins and all kinds of 
raw furs. He was highly recommended by persons well qualified to 
judge of his ability, and is a man of great experience. Every seal skin 
landed at San Francisco was carefully examined by him as to sex. 

As to the further statement contained in said communication, that the 
sex of seals can not be determined after the skins have been removed, 
I would say that the Treasury Department has consulted experts of rep- 
utation upon this question and is informed that any ordinarily intelligent 
person at all acquainted with the subject could in at least seven cases 
out of ten accurately determine the sex before the skins go to the 
dresser. That such is an admitted fact will be seen by reference to the 
inclosed extracts from the testimony before the Tribunal of Arbitra- 
tion at Paris, which I will thank you to return after reading. 

I also inclose for your information a copy of a Treasuly circular giv- 
ing instructions to customs officers as to ascertainment of sex. 

I would further state that in a previous communication I requested 
you to obtain the consent of the British Government to the appoint- 
ment of expert inspectors to examine all skins landed at British Oolura- 
bian ports. The reason for this request was that there is a great 
discrepancy in the British and American returns made by sealers as to 
the proportion of females killed, the American sealers reporting a very 
much greater proportion than the British. Although in many instances 
the British sealers were close to the Americans, yet the Americans 
reported from two to five times as many females as males, a result 
entirely at conflict with the British returns. Oertain masters, more- 
over, of British vessels in Bering Sea explained to the agent of the 
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United States Fish Comiuissiou tliat tbe seals 'were skinned in canoes 
by Indians and the pelts thrown on board, and that under the circum- 
stances they had no time to bother with inspecting skins minutely as to 
sex. The Department is of opinion that under such circumstances 
reports of British sealers are unreliable, and that the proportion of 
female skins taken by the Canadian fleet is much greater than that 
returned. 

This would seem to be corroborated by sworn statements, now in the- 
possession of theDepartment, of experts who personally inspected in Lon- 
don some of the largest consignments of seal skins taken in 1894, audi 
found that from S5 to 90 per cent of them were females. 

The Department is therefore of the ox>inion that examination by 
inspectors of all skins landed at British Columbian x)orts would greatly 
assist in arriving at a more thorough knowledge of seal conditions, and! 
I would therefore ask that the British Government be urged to reply- 
as soon as possible to the request as above already transmitted. 
I have the honor, etc., 



The Secretary of State. 



0. S. Hamlin, Acting Secretary.. 



Department of State, August 26^ 1895. 
Sir:* I have the honor to inclose for your information translations of 
two notes from the Kussian charge d'affaires ad interim at this capital, 
presenting the ^^ews of his Government on the subject of Department's 
note of January 23 last to the British ambassador at Washington con- 
cerning the regulation of fur-seal hunting in Bering Sea. 
1 have the honor, etc., 

Alvby a. Adee, 

Acting Secretary., 
The Secretary of the Treasury. 



[Inolosnre.] 

Imprkial Legation of Russia, 

Washington, August 7-July 26, 1895, 

Mr. 8KCRETARY OF Statr : The conteuts of the note of Mr. Gresham, late Secretary 
of State, to the ambassador of Great Britain at Washington, bearing date of the 23a 
of January last, concerning the regulation of fur-seal hunting, has been submitted to 
the examination of a special commission, whilsh recognized the necessity of a uniform 
regime for fur-seal hunting on the high seas for all the northern portion of the Pacific 
Ocean, from the coasts of America to those of Asia. To this end the Federal Govern- 
ment proposes the appointment of a mixed commission, to be composed of the repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America, of Russia, of Great Britain, and of .Japan, 
whose duty it shall be to examine this qnestion. The Federal Government further 
proposes to secure the enforcement of the decisions of the Tribunal of Arbitration 
which sat at Paris relative to fur-seal hunting as far as 35° north latitude in the 
Pacific Ocean, and to prohibit hunting in Bering Sea until the commission shall have 
finished its labors. 

While accepting, in principle, the suggestion concerning the appointment of the 
aforesaid commission, the Imperial Government attaches much greater importance 
to the modus vivendi, whereby the decisions of the Tribunal of Arbitration at Paris 
are t-o be enforced in all waters of the Pacific Ocean situated north of the thirty -fifth 
parallel of north latitude, including the Sea of Okhotsk. 

The spirit of equity which actuates the Federal Government does not permit me to 
doubt that Your Excellency will be pleased to agree that the present state of things, 
in which the decision of the Tribunal of Arbitration at Paris is enforced only in the 
eastern part of the Bering Sea, the fur seals in the western part of the same lea being 
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thus deprived of this protection, should no longer exist. In reality, all the good 
measures that have been taken in Bering Sea are paralyzed and productive of no 
results from the very fact that the western part is not within the protected zone. 

Consequently, the Imperial Government, adhering to its view with regard to the 
necessity of establishiuff a uniform r(^gime for all waters of the Pacific Ocean situated 
north of the thirty-fifth parallel of north latitude, is of opinion that it would be 
more practical to make no exception in the case of Borinff Sea by prohibitin&r seal 
hunting until the termination of the labors of the aforesaid mixed commission, but to 
enforce the same uniform r^^gime in that sea to which all waters of the Pacific Ocean 
north of the thirty-fifth parallel of north latitude are to be subjected. 

In ordering me to convey its thanks to the Federal Government for the kind com- 
munication which it has been pleased to make to it, the Imperial Government 
instructs me to assure. Your Excellency of its earnest desire to cooperate in the suc- 
cess of the aforesaid suggestions, as of any otiier suggestion tending to establish a 
uniform regime for the regulation of fur-seal hunting on the high seas in all parts 
of the Pacitlc Ocean north of the thirty-fifth parallel of north latitude. 

Be pleased to accept, Mr. Secretary of State, the assorance of my very high con- 
sideration. 

A. SOMOW. 

His Excellency, Richard Olney, 

Secretary of Slate. 



[Inclosure.] 

Imperial Legation of Russia, 

WaBhingtoUf August 7-26, 1895. 

Mr. Secretary: In herewith transmitting to you a note bearing date of August 
7-26, 1895, concerning the regulation of fur-seal hunting, I have the honor to send 
you a memorandum containing a statement of the result of the labors of the special 
commission instructed to report concerning the contents of the note addressed by 
Mr. Gresham, late Secretary of State, to the ambassador of Great Britain at Wash- 
ing^ton, under dato of January 23, 1895, relative to fur seals. 

For my own part, I desire to beg you, Mr. Secretary, to keep this legation infonned, 
as you have hitherto done, with regard to the development of this question, thus 
facilitating a mutual understanding between our two Governments. 

Be pleased to accept, Mr. Secretary, the assurance of my very high consideration. 

A. SOMOW. 

non. Alvby a. Ader, 

Acting Secretary, 



[Memoranrlnin.] 

Imperial Legation op Russia, 

Waehinfflon, August 7-26, 1895, 

The commission is of the opinion that our principal object, viz, to put a stop to 
the extermination of fur seals, could be more successfully attained not by the 
appointment of a technical mixed comniission, but by the convocation of a regular 
diplomatic conference whoso decisions should be obligatory upon all nations. Other- 
wise there is reason to fear that illicit fur-seal hunting will continue under other 
foreign flags, such as that of Sweden, of Italy, etc. 

The representative of the ministry of finance has made the following remarks 
concerning the enforcement of the decisions of the arbitrators at Paris: 

(1) It is to be desired that article 1 of these regulations, which prohibits fur-seal 
hunting at all times and by all means within a zone of 60 nautical miles around the 
Pribilof Islands, should be modified in such a way as to extend the zone in which 
hunting is prohibited to 200 miles around the Commander Islands and Fulenien 
(liobben Islands). 

(2) As the Commander Islands are on the boundary line between Bering Sea and 
the Pacific Ocean, fur-seal hunting with firearms should be prohibited m all the 
waters of the Pacific Ocean as far as 35° north latitude along the Konsilsky and 
Commander islands and the coasts of Japan. 

(8) As the fur seals that winter on the Russian islands leave their winter lairs 
earlier than those on the Pribilof Islands, the time during which sealing on the high 
seas is prohibited should be made to Ituit for the former not until the 1st of May, but 
until the 1st of March, or, strictly speaking, until the 1st of April. 
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All these measures lelate exclnsively to fur-seal hnntiuc on the high seas, since 
hunting on land in Russian territory, viz, on the Commander Islands and Fulenien, 
is under strict inspection, and the number of seals that are allowed to be killed is 
strictly limited. 



September 18, 1895. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the communication of the 
Acting Secretary of State, dated August 26, 1895, inclosing transla- 
tions of two notes from the Eussian chai'g^ d'afi'aires ad interim at this 
capital, presenting the views of his Government on the subject of the 
note of your Department of January 23 last, to the British embassy 
at Washington, concerning the regulations governing seal hunting in 
Bering Sea. 

The first note inclosed in your communication states that the Eussian 
Government accepts in principle the suggestion of an international 
commission, and agrees to the extension of the Paris award regulations 
along the line of the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude to the shores 
of Asia, but that it disagrees with our proposition to close Bering Sea 
to sealers pending a report of said commission. 

The second note incloses a report of a Eussian commission, to which 
the whole matter of regulations of fur-seal hunting was submitted. The 
commission In its report states that the diplomatic conference of nations, 
obligatory upon all, for the purpose of regulating the fur-seal fisheries, 
would be preferable to an international commission; that a zone of 200 
miles should be established around the Commander Islands within 
which no sealing should be permitted, and that the use of firearms 
should be prohibited north of the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude. 
The said commission further reports that '< as the fur seals that winter 
on the Eussian islands leave their winter lairs earlier than those on the 
Pribilof Islands, the time during which sealing on the high seas is pro- 
hibited should be made to last for the former not until the 1st of May, 
but until the 31st of March, or, strictly speaking, until the 1st of April." 

I have carefully considered said notes, and have the honor to reply 
that I do not quite understand the proposition contained in the first, 
to the effect that to Bering Sea should be applied the same law as to 
the N^orth Pacific Ocean north of the thirty-iiith degree of north lati- 
tude. I would respectfully ask that you request of the Eussian Gov- 
ernment an expression of opinion whether it desires the prohibition of 
all sealing north of the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude pending 
the report of a commission, or simply that the regulations of the Paris 
award and the closed season thereof be extended to Bering Sea on the 
western as well as the eastern side. Nor do I understand the last sug- 
gestion in the second note quoted in full above that the closed season 
should last until the 1st of April. At first sight it would seem that 
the translator employed by your Department is in error, and that the 
word " after" should be subsituted for the word " until," as under the 
Paris regulations the open season lasts from August through April. 

I would further state that it appears from the note of Lord Gough to 
you, dated August 19, of which a copy was sent to me by you on August 
28 last, that the British Government refuses to recognize that Eussia 
and Japan have any interest in the seal fisheries regulated by the Paris 
award, and that it can not take part in any inquiry on the Pribilof 
Islands in whicli these powers are associated. I would respectfully 
suggest that the Eussian Goveriiment be informed of this refusal. I 
can not see any objection to a diplomatic conference such as is sug- 
gested by the Eussian Government as to the fur-seal hunting in the 



Digitized by 



Google 



348 ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 

western part of the Nortli Paciflc Ocean and Bering Sea, and feel tliat 
mncli good would result from such a conference. 
I have the honor, etc., 

O. S. Hamlin, Acting Secretary, 
The Seobetaby op State. 



OOTOBEB 3, 1895. 

SiB: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your coramuni- 
cation of the 1st instant^ in relation to the cases of the three schooners 
against which proceedings for violation of the act of April 6, 1894, giving 
eiFect to the award rendered by the Tribunal of Arbitration at Paris, 
have been commenced at San Francisco, and in reply to your inquiry 
state that this Department did instruct the collector at San Francisco 
on the 16th of April last as to the licensing of vessels clearing from, 
his port in the language quoted by you. 

The instructions sent to the collector were based upon articles 2 and^ 
4 of the award of the Paris Tribunal and section 3 of the act approved 
April 6, 1894, giving effect to the provisions of said award. If, in your 
opinion, the construction placed upon the articles and.section referred 
to is incorrect, I would thank you to so advise me, in order that suit- 
able instructions maybe sent to the collectors of customs on the Pacific 
Coast for their future information and guidance. 
Respectfully, yours, 



The Attoeney Geneeal. 



W. E. CuBTis, Acting Secretary. 



NOVEMBEB 27, 1895. 

SiB: On January 3 last the schooner jBTof^ and Anne cleared from 
San Francisco for ''hunting and fishing outside prohibited waters'' 
without the special sealing license provided by the Paris award and 
the act of April 6, 1894. On May 30 this schooner arrived at Astoria, 
Oreg., where she was allowed to land her catch after an examination 
of the skins by the collector of the port. The vessel, it appears, then 
proceeded to San Francisco, where it is believed she is at present. A 
copy of the log book of the schooner was forwarded to this Department 
by the collector at Astoria, upon examination of which it appeared 
that the vessel had taken seals within the award area, and, not having 
been provided with a special sealing license, should have been seized, 
together with her catch, upon her arrival at Astoria. A letter has 
been addressed to-day to the collector at San Francisco, directing him 
to take the necessary steps to seize the vessel for violation of the act 
above cited, and to report the facts to the United States attorney for 
his action. I have the honor to request that the attorney be instructed 
to proceed promptly and vigorously in the action against the vessel. 
Eespectfully, yours, 

^. WiKE, Acting Secretary. 

The Attoeney Geneeal. 

'Not furnished. 
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Depabtment of State, 
Washingto^ij November 21j 1895. 
Sib : The Bassian charge d'affaires lias formnlated inqairies of which 
yon spoke to me the other day and presents them in the paper herewith 
inclosed. 

I should be glad of any saggestions from yon as to the answers to be 
made. 
With the answers please return queries and oblige, 
Respectfully, yours, 

BiCHABD OlNEY. 

- Hon. Charles S. Hamlin, 

Aksistant Secretary of the Treasury. 



[Xnolosnre.] 

Russian Imperial LboatioNj Wa$1iingion, 
Qneries: 

(1) Was the United States GoTemment aware that in the act of Parliament issued 
by the Goyemment of Great Britain in pursnance of the Bering Sea award act in 
1894 was omitted the clause 6 of the following regulations on seal fisheries : 

''If daring the period and within the seas s]^cified by the order a British ship is 
found having on board thereof fishing or shooting implements or seal skins or bodies 
of seals, it shall lie on the owner or master of such snip to prove that the ship was 
not used or employed in contravention of this act/' 

(2) In considering the best way to protect the seal fisheries the United States 
Government thought desirable, pending the investigations of the seal fisheries by a 
special commission, to extend the rules of the Paris award to the seal fisheries on the 
seas lying to the north of the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude and prohibit 
entirely the seal fisheries in the Bering Sea proper. 

Is that i)rohibition of the seal fisheries in the Bering Sea intended for the purpose 
of protecting the breeding area of the seal, or has it any other purpose f 



NOVBMBBB 29, 1896. 

SiB: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of the 21st instant, ^yith which was inclosed certain inquiries 
from the Eussian charg6 d'affaires, concerning the seal fisheries (North 
Pacific) act, 1893 and 1895, and certain suggestions on the part of this 
Government as to extending the regulations of the Paris award to the 
shores of Asia, and in reply to state in answer to said inquiries, and in 
the order of their submission : 

(1) The United States Government is aware that in the act of Par- 
liament known as seal fishery (North Pacific) act 1895, clause 6 of the 
earlier act known as seal fishery (North Pacific) act 1893, was omitted. 

The Treasury Department on June 25, 1895, received a copy of the 
proposed seal fishery (North Pacific) act 1895 from the Secretary of 
State, and on July 3, 1895, called attention to this significant omission, 
and received from you a copy of your letter of July 8, addressed to 
James K. Roosevelt, ch ar g6 d'affaires at London, in which you expressed 
deep regret that the clause referred to should not have been reenacted, 
and the earnest hope that some means may be provided yet whereby 
this omission may be remedied. 

(2) The purpose of this Department in recommending verbally to the 
Secretary of State, through Assistant Secretary Hamlin, that the exist- 
ing Paris award regulations be extended along the line of the thirty- 
fifth degree of north latitude to the shores of Asia^ and that in addition. 
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thereto Bering Sea sboald be closed to seal tisbing pending the report 
of the international commission, was to secure protection for female 
seals in the breeding area, as it was demonstrated by indisputable evi- 
dence that the female leave their young on the Pribilof Islands, and 
frequently are found in search of food and rest hundreds of miles at sea. 

Such a prohibition, it is suggested, would be of equal value in pro- 
tecting the Eussian herd frequenting the Commander Islands, as well 
as the herd frequenting the Pribilof Islands. 

The communication from the Kussian charge d'affaires is returned 
herewith, in compliance with your request. 
Eespectfully, yours, 



The Seobetary of State. 



S. WiKB, Acting Secretary. 



Department of State, 

WasMngtortj January 22^ 1896. 
SiB: Inclosed please find memorandum left with me by the Kussian 
minister at this capital. 

I desire to ask whether there is any other objection to the proposed 
remodeling of the convention with Russia of 1894 except the obvious 
one of the inducements and advantages it would afford to Canadian 
sealers. 

Could Great Britain's concurrence be secured! Would not an 
arrangement like that proposed by the Russian minister be an advan- 
tageous one for the United States 1 
Respectfully, yours, 

ElCHABD OlNEY. 

Hon. John G. Carlisle, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 



[lucloanre.— Translation.] 

The far-seal herds freqnentiDg the Russian islands in Bering Sea and the Sea of 
Okhotsk are threatened with complete extermination within a very sliort period. 
Thoir sitaation has been doubly bad since the Paris arbitration recognized the right 
of America to prohibit maritime hunting within 60 miles of the islands belongiug to 
her, whereas tne Russian herds are protx cted only within 30 miles of their islands, 
without taking into consideration the tact that the entire prohibition of hunting 
during several months and the regulation of the weapons employed, also established 
by the Paris arbitration, secure to America privileges of such importance that the 
poachers prefer to direct their efforts against the RusHian seals, which are massacred 
m such numbers that the extinction of the race must infallibly result, and the more 
so because the females, which regularly seek food for their young beyond the 30-mile 
belt, are the most certain victims of the hunters who lie in wait for them on the high 
seas. 

In view of the great injury resulting therefrom to the Imperial treasury; in view 
of the necessity of preserving the fur-soal race, which constitutes the only resource of 
the inhabitants of the above-mentioned islands, the Imperial Guvernmeut, desirous 
of remedying this state of affairs, thinks it its duty to represent to the United States 
Government that it is urgent to extend the regulations established by the Paris arbi- 
tration to all the waters of Bering Sea and the Sea of Okhotsk, as well as to those of 
the Pacific from one Continent to the other down to the thirty-fifth degree of north 
latitude. 

Such a provision would be equitable aa regards Russia and advantageous to the 
two powers, as their interests are absolutely identical in this question. 

The Imperial Government would be especially gratified if the time of the close 
season could be made to begin one month sooner and to end one month later. 
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In return for a remodeling of the convention of 1894 in this sense, the Imperial 
Government woiihl cooperate earnestly with the United States Government in its 
elforts having for their object the enlargement of the regulations prepared by Vihe 
Paris arbitration. 



January 29, 1896. 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi- 
cation of Janusiry 22, inclosing a memorandum left with you by the 
Eussian minister at this capital, and asking my opinion as to whether 
there is any objection to the proposed remodeling of the convention 
with Russia of 1894, except the obvious one of the inducements and 
advantages it would afford Canadian sealers; also, as to whether the 
arrangement proposed by the Eussian minister would be advantageous 
for the United States, provided Great Britain's concurrence could be 
secured. 

I have the honor to reply that I see no objection to the proposed 
remodeling of the convention with Eussia of 1894 other than the one 
mentioned to you. It is my further belief that it would be for the 
distinct advantage of the United States if the existing regulations 
provided by the Paris Tribunal were extended so as to embrace all the 
waters from the Asiatic to the American shores in the North Pacific 
Ocean, the Sea of Okhotsk, and Bering Sea north of the thirty-fifth 
degree of north latitude. 

Under the terms of the Paris award the killing of fur seals is prohib- 
ited during the three months of May, June, and July. In practice the 
sealers start out early in January and hunt seals along the coast of the 
United States and British Columbia until the closed season begins on 
May 1. Between January and May they are thus able to take seals, 
but on account of the inclemency of the weather the catch is necessarily 
restricted. Sealing can not be lawfuUy carried on after May 1 until 
the 1st of August. At this time the fur-seal herd has left the North 
Pacific Ocean and is in Bering Sea. The masters of sealing schooners 
have^ however, learned by experience that they can spend the months 
of May, June, and July sealing on the Eussian and Japan coasts and 
procure good catches, after which they can reach Bering Sea in time to 
hunt during the month of August, when sealing is again permitted 
under the Paris award regulations. If, however, the Paris award regu- 
lations should be extended so as to embrace the Asiatic shores, there 
could be no sealing whatsoever in the North Pacific and Bering Sea 
between May 1 and August 1. This would undoubtedly operate to 
make it more expensive to maintain a sealing fieet, and would probably 
result in a large falling off of the number of pelagic sealers. In this 
connection I would respectfully call to your attention the suggestions 
made by Hon. James C. Carter, to the effect that pelagic sealing be 
absolutely forbidden to American citizens, for the reason that such seal- 
ing (as was contended before the Paris Tribunal) is cruel and inhuman, 
a large portion of the seals killed being females heavy with young. His 
suggestions will be found in a letter of the late Secretary Gresham 
to Ambassador Bayard of October 6, 1893, which is No. 14 in Senate 
Executive Document No. 67, Fifty-third Congress, third session. 

As regards the further suggestion of the Eussian. minister, that "the 
Imperial Governmentwould be specially gratified if the time of the closed 
season could be made to begin one month sooner and to end one month 
later," I have the honor to state that I approve such a suggestion as 
being a step in the right direction. 
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The minister farther makes reference in his commauication to the 
30-mile zone failing properly to protect the Eassian seals, from the fact 
that the females seek food for their yoang beyond the 30-mile belt. This 
statement is undoubtedly true. In fact, the 60-mile zone established 
around the Fribilof Islands does not satisfactorily protect the seal herd. 

I have the honor to inclose a memorandum, showing in detail the 
location of the catches of 7,879 seals killed during the past season in 
Bering Sea, from which it appears that female seals were killed as far 
as 600 miles from the 60-mile zone. 

The Department will shortly be in possession of a report from Dr. 
Charles Townsend, of the United States Fish Commission, as the result 
of special study of this subject last summer in Bering Sea. Should you 
desire further information upon this subject this report will be sent 
to you. 

Yery respectfully, J. G. Carlisle, 

Secretary. 

The Secretary of State. 



February 10, 1896. 
Sir : I have the honor to forward herewith for transmission to Her 
Majesty's Government, in compliance with the provisions of article 5 
of the award rendered by the Tribunal of Arbitration at Faris, two copies 
of the entries made in their respective log books by the masters of 
American pelagic sealing vessels during the season of 1895. I would 
respectfully request that you obtain from the British Government as 
«oon as possible the returns of the British sealing vessels for the same 
period. 

Respectfully, yours, 

S. WiKE, Acting Secretary. 
The Sborbtary of State. 



Department of State, 

Washington^ February 8, 1896. 
Sir : I beg to inclose draft of preliminary arrangements between Rus- 
sia and the United States submitted by the Russian minister at this capi- 
tal, the same to take effect only when adherence of Great Britain is 
procured. 

Do you see any objection to the United States acceding to such an 
arrangement? 
Awaiting reply at your earliest convenience, 1 am, respectfully, yours, 

Richard Olney. 
Hon. Charles S. Hamlin, 

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 



February 13, 1896. 
Sir: I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of February 8 
inclosing a draft of preliminary arrangement between Russia and the 
United States, submitted by the Russian minister, in which you ask 
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whether I see any objection to the United States acceding to snch an 
arrangement. 

I have carefully examined the inclosed draft, and while I find certain 
portions not perfectly clear I nuderstand the proposals to be: 

First. That the prohibited zoue around the Commander and Robben 
islands shall be in the future GO miles instead of 30, as now fixed by the 
agreement of 1894. 

Second. That pelagic sealing shall be wholly prohibited from April 1 
to October 15 in Bering Sea, the sea of Okhotsk, and the Pa<5ific Ocean 
north of the thirty fifth degree of north latitude, from the Asiatic to 
the American shores. 

Third. That all existing articles of the arrangement of 1894 not hereby 
abrogated shall remain in force. 

I perceive no objections to the first and second propositions. The 
American herd is now protected under the regulations of the Paris 
award during May, June, and July. On July 31, when the season ends, 
the herd is in Bering Sea. The propose<l arrangement providing for 
closing Bering Sea to lur-seal fishing between April 1 and October 16 
would satisfactorily protect our herd, as after October 15 no sealing 
vessels could remain in Bering Sea on account of the inclemency of the 
weather. 

Under the third suggestion, the prohibition of sealing to American 
vessels within 10 miles of the Ivussian Coast would still continue, as 
would also the provision relating to the seizure of American vessels 
found hunting fur seals within said prohibited area, outside of Territo- 
rial waters, by Russian naval otticers, and for condemnation of such 
vessels by the courts of the United States. I would suggest that in 
order'to bring the proposed arrangement into harmony with the terms 
of the Paris award the provision as to the 10 mile limit be omitted, and 
that there should be inserted in the draft a reciprocal provision that 
Russian sealing vessels, if any, may be seized by American naval otticers 
and condemned by the Russian courts for breach of the convention. I 
would further suggest that the Russian Government should agree to 
accept and be bound by all the provisions of the Paris award and the 
legislation in respect thereto not abrogated by said proposed draft, 
which should be stated to be not in derogation of the award of the Paris 
tribunal, except where necessarily inconsistent therewith, but in addi- 
tion thereto. 

I notice that no suggestion is made as to obtaining the concurrence 
of the Japanese Government as to said proposed arrangement. Dur- 
ing the past season five Japanese sealers were reported to have engaged 
in fur-seal fishing, making a catch of 2, 960 seals. 1 have the honor to 
suggest that it might be sulvisable to obtain the consent of Japan. The 
principal injury sufl'ered by the Russian herd at the hands of pelagic 
sealers is while the herd is ott* the shores of Japan, going nort^ to the 
Commander and Robben islands. For example, in 1894 only a little 
over 7,000 seals were killed at sea in Russian waters, as compared with 
over 71,000 taken off the coast of Japan. In 1895 about the same num- 
ber were taken in Russian waters, as compared with over 29,000 taken 
oflt' the coast of Japan ; and in the same year only six American vessels 
report making catches in Russian waters, to the total amount of 766 
skins. In 1894 only 201 skins were reported taken by American pelagic 
sealers. 

I take pleasure in inclosing a memorandum giving, on page 107, 
information as to the catch of seals and other kindred subjects, which 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 23 
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is shortly to appear in the Secretary's report. I also return the draft 
submitted with your letter of the 8th instant. 
Bespectfiillyy yours, 



The Sbcbbtabt of Sta'je. 



0. S. Hamlin, Acting Secretary. 



Depabtmbnt of State, 

Washington^ February 24, 1896. 
SiB: The inclosed note (in translation) of the Russian minister at 
this capital speaks for itself. It seems to me the lOmile-along-thecoast 
arrangement is not material. Do you think it isf 

If not, the agreement as approved by the Treasury Department would, 
as I understand it, be sufficiently expressed by an instrument contain- 
ing the provisions shown by a draft herein inclosed. 

Please give me your views upon the matter, returning the draft with 
such alterations as you deem to be needed. 

The Russian minister is exceedingly anxious that no time should be 
lost in initiating the proposed negotiations in London. I therefore hope 
to hear from you on the subject at once. 
Veiy truly, yours, 

ElCHARD Olnby. 
Hon. Ghables S. Hamlin, 

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 



Fbbbuaby 26, 1896. 

Sib : I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated February 
24, inclosing the draft of an agreement between the Russian Govern- 
ment and the United States regarding new regulations of the fur-seal 
fisheries from the Asiatic to the American shores. You state that in 
your opinion the suggestion of the Department regarding the abroga- 
tion of the 10-mile aone is not material, and you ask further expression 
of opinion from me on this question. In reply, I have the honor to 
state that this prohibition, if continued, will prevent American seal- 
ing vessels from participating in the fur-seal fisheries within 10 miles 
of the Russian and Japan coasts. Such a prohibition, if enforced also 
against the British Canadian sealers as well as those of Russia and 
Japan, would put the citizens and subjects of all of these nations on 
equal grounds. I see, therefore, no objection to the continuation of 
such prohibition. 

In the draft you inclose there is evidently an error as to the closed 
season, it being made to read from April 1 to April 15. In the original 
suggestion contained in your letter of February 8, the agreement read 
from April 1 to October 15, and I assume that those are still the dates 
during which total prohibition of fur sealing is desired. 

I wfll also call your attention to the statement in the preamble of the 
last draft of agreement, <<that the object is to provide that the same 
law shall govern maritime hunting of fur seals in the waters frequented 
by both the Russian and American herds." This statement should be 
omitted, as the suggestion made by the Russian Government modifies, 
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at least to the extent of the 10-mile prohibited zone, the repfalations of 
the Paris award. 

I take pleasure in inclosing a draft of an agreement which I think 
covers the suggestions made by the Russian Government. 
Very respectfully, yours, 

J. G, GablisIjE, Secretary. 
The Sbobbtaby of State. 



[Inoloenre.] 

Agreement between the (Joyemment of the United States and the Imperial GoYem* 
ment of Russia, supplementary to an agreement of May 4, 1894, relative to the fur- 
seal fisheries m Bering Sea and the North Pacific Ocean. 

Whereas experience has shown that the provisions of said agreement are inade- 
quate to the accomplish ment of its purposes, the contracting parties do hereby agree 
to add to and supplement the same by the provisions following: 

1. The extent of the prohibited zone around the Commander Islands and Bobben 
Island shall be GO nautical miles. 

2. Maritime hunting of fur seals shall be wholly prohibited from April 1 to Octo- 
ber 15 in Bering Sea, the Sea of Okhotsk, and the Pacific Ocean north of the thirty- 
fifth degree of north latitude, from one continent to the other. 

3. The said agreement of May 4, 1894, as hereby added to and supplemented, is hereby 
declared (except so far as necessarily in consistence therewith) to be in addition to 
the regulations of the Paris award and not in derogation thereof; aU of which said 
regulations, save as herein modified, and the acts of Congress dated April 6 and 
April 24, 1895, passed to carry out the regulations of said award, the said Imperial 
Government of Bussia hereby accepts and agrees to carry into full effect as regards 
its subjects. 

4. All Bnssian vessels engaged in hunting fur seals in violation of the agreement 
of May 4, 1894, as hereby added to and supplemented, or in violation of ti^e regula- 
tions of the Paris award and the acts of Congress dated AprU 6 and April 24, 1894, 
in relation thereto, may be seized and detained by the navsJ or other commissioned 
officers of the United States as provided in said legislation, and all the provisions of 
said statutes shall be applicable to Bnssian vessels and shall be carried out by the 
courts of Bussia. 

5. Ail the provisions of said agreement of May 4, 1894, not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this supplemental agreement shall remain in full force and effect. 

6. The provisions oi this supplemental agreement shall be operative and effective 
as soon as the British Government and the Japanese Government shall have both 
agreed to be bound thereby. 



Maboh 6, 1896. 
Sib: I have the honor herewith to trausrait, for your iDforination and 
consideration^ copy of a letter dated the 27th ultimo, and of the affida- 
vit therein referred to from Mr. H. Liebes, of San Francisco, Oal., in 
relation to the unprofitable condition of the seal-catching basiness as 
conducted by sealing schooners, and protesting against the present 
practice of the owners of such vessels in exterminating the seal herds 
without resulting pecuniary gain. 
Respectfully, yours, 

S. WiKB, Acting Secretary. 
The Secbetaby of State. 



[Inolosore.] 
[£L Liebes A. Co., importsn of aUns and manufactaren of fancy furs, Nos. 188, 135, 187 Pott street.] 

San Francisco, Cal., February £7, 1896. 
Dear Sir: Beferrinfsf to the oonversation had with yon while in Washington 
lately pertaining to the unprofitable condition of the seal-oatohing hnsinesa. and 
upon your suggestion I now beg to inolose two affidavits ooYering the saoMi wnioh| 
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if not in the form ^^ou desire, can be changed as yon may indicate. Shonid you wish, 
several others similar and from other parties can no doubt be obtained. 

In fact, there wiil be no difficulty whatever in being able to prove by experts that 
the sealing schooners are pursuing the business at a loss, and it seems outrageous 
that they should persist in exterminating the herd without any pecuniary gain. The 
only reason they continue in the business is that the vessels so engaj^d Are not fit 
for any other purpose, and further in the hope of an advance in the price of seals in 
the London market, which can only take place if the seal catch on the Pribilof 
Islands be reduced, but if on the contrary the same were increased it would so 
demoralize the trade by reducing present prices to such an extent that financially 
they would not be able to fit out another season, and this to some extent would solve 
the problem and save the seal herd from entire destruction. 

It is now an acknowledged fact that sealing in the North Pacific is much more 
unprofitable than in the Bering Sea, and would be abandoned entirely if the hunt- 
ing could not be successfully continued into the Bering Sea, as the seals taken 
therein have a much larger commercial value than those taken in the North Pacific, 
which is accounted for by the same containing quite a number of young male seals, 
such as are not taken on the Pribilof Islands, but allowed to go back iuto the water. 
The skins of these young males, as stated above, are valued at very much more than 
the skin of the cow seal, and if they (the yonn^ males) were taken on the islands 
and not allowed to so back into the water to fall into the hands of the poaciiors, 
their catches would be worth considerably less commercially, besides greatly reduc- 
ing the quantity they could take. 

These facts are borne out by the sworn statements made of the percentage of male 
skins contained in the Bering Sea catch of last year, which, I understand, numbered 
about 15,000, and had the lessees been permitted to take these seals the Government 
would have received a revenue on same and the sealers would have been so demoral- 
ized that very few, if any, would have fitted out the present season. 

I trust I have not encroached upon your valuable time, and if I can be of any 
assistance to you please command me. 
Yours, truly, 

H. LlEBSS. 

C. S. Hamun, Esq., 

AsHstant Secretary, United States Treasuryf 

Washington, D. CL 



Alexander McLean, being dnlv sworn, deposes and says : I have been engaged as 
captain of sealing schooners for. thirteen years last past, and for seven ^ears com- 
manded a British sealing schooner sailine from the port of Victoria, British Colum- 
bia, and have, while so engaged, hunted for fur seals in the waters of the North 
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea; am thoroughly familiar with all the details as to the 
cost of such sealinff vessels, their outfits, and every expense attached thereto. I am 
also fully informed as to the prices fur-seal skins sold for in the London market 
each year, and that the price so realized the last two years, taking the average catch 
per schooner for the same period of time, has left a loss to the vessel so engaged in 
the sealing business, both American and British, and in consequence of the slaugh- 
tering of the cow seals in the past years, I found during my last cruise to the NorUi 
Pacilic and Bering Sea that the quantity of seals has been so greatly reduced that 
the average catch per schooner will necessarily be considerable less the coming 
season than in the past, so that it will not pay to continue the business, and for the 
first time in thirteen years I shall not engage in the same the present season. 

Alexander McLean. 

Subscribed aud sworn to before me this 21st day of February, A. D. 1896. 
[SEAL.] Mark Lane, Notary Public. 

A. P. Lorbntzbn, being duly sworn, deposes and says : That he is secretary and 
general manager of the Pacific Trading Company, a corporation existing under the 
laws of the State of California; that said company is the owner of the American 
schooners Bonanza, Edward E, Webster, Herman, and Alton; that said schooners were 
engaged in the sealing business during the past two years, hunting fur seals in the 
waters of the North Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea, and in the same locations visited 
by both the American and British Columbia sealing fleets; that said schooners left 
this port at the usual time and returned here with their cargoes at the end of each 
season; that they were engaged in the taking of fur seals during thene respective 
seasons, consisting of firom eight to nine mouths each year; that the average catches 
of said schooners for the past two years were more than the average catches per 
schooner of the entire sealing fleet, both American and British, during the same 
period; that the catches of sefus above referred to were shipped to London and sold 
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there at public anotion in the nsaal manDer, and the amount realized for the said 
seal skins was much below the cost attached to the catching of the same, and iu each 
case left a loss to the company; that he personally superintended the fitting out of 
the above-named schooners for both years above stated ; that the same was done as 
economically as possible, and at as low a cost as anyone else conld have fitted out 
said or similar vessels for, either in this port or in any port in British Colombia: 
that the parties engaged as hunters, etc., on above vessels were fully competent and 
equal to any engaged on any other vessel out of this port or any port in British 
Columbia; that during the present year (1896) the schooners Bonanza, Webster, and 
Hen^an have been withdrawn from the sealing business for the reason that the same 
has proven decidedly unprofitable, and for the further reason that there is a prospect 
that their catches would be decreased in consequence of the diminution of the seal 
herd, which would undoubtedly leave a larger loss than in former years; that from 
statistics gathered through his own experience in this business in the past years it 
is shown that the average cost of each seal taken in the waters of the North Pacific 
Ocean and Bering Sea in the usual manner, computed on an average catch of the 
entire sealing fleet, is from $10 to $11.50 landed in London ; that such cost varies 
according to the size of the vessel's catch : that as the per capita catch of these ves- 
sels must necessarily be largely reduced from now on the seals so taken will natu- 
rally cost comparatively more, making the business of catching seals still more 
undesirable and unprofitable. 

In witness whereof the said A. P. Lorentzen has hereunto set his hand and seal 
this 20th day of February, 1896. 

A. P. LORENTZKN. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 20th day of February, 1896. 

Hknry B. Madison, NoUiry Puhlio, - 



Maech 6, 1896. 

SiB: I have the honor to state for your information that in the last 
annual report of J. B. Crowley, special agent in charge of the seal 
islands, it appears that by actual count 28,000 seal pups died in the 
Fribilof islands during the last season f^om starvation, their mothers 
having been killed at sea* A careful estimate, based upon a partial 
count, placed the number of pups which died from starvation during 
the season of 1894 at 20,000. The count for 1895 was carefully verified 
by an agent of the North American Commercial Company upon the Prib- 
ilof islands. The report of Agent Crowley, above referred to, with 
other papers, was recently transmitted to the Senate, in compliance with 
a resolution of that body, and is now in the hands of the Government 
Printer, its publication having been ordered. I desire to call your 
attention also to the unprecedentedly large catch of seals in Bering 
Sea during the past season. The total was 44,169, as compared with 
31,585 during the season of 1894. This is by far the largest catch ever 
made in Bering Sea, and it is believed that another catch of similar 
size for the coming season will almost completely exterminate the ftir- 
sesJ herd. The greater portion of seals killed at sea were females. The 
total catch during the last season in the North Pacific and Bering Sea 
from the American herd was 56,991, as compared with the total for 1894 
of 61,838; the small falling off being due to the fact of the inclemency 
of the weather between January and May along the northwestern coast, 
and also to the diminution of the seal herd. On the other hand, the 
catch in the Bering Sea increased very largely, as the inclosed figures 
show. 

I would respectfully call these figures to your attention, in the hope 
that the British Government may consent for the coming season to some 
further regulation of the fur-seal fishery in order to save the herd from 
extermination. 

I have ' he honor, etc., • 

S. WiKE, Acting Secf'etary. 

The Segbstabt of State. 
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Maboh 13, 1896. 

Sib: The act approved February 21, 1693 (27 Stat, 472), extends the 
provisions of section 1956 of the Revised Statutes, relating to the kill- 
ing of far-bearing animals in Alaska, to that portion of the IS'orth 
Pacific Ocean covered by the international agreement reached as a 
result of the Tribunal of Arbitration at Paris. The act provides also 
that when such agreement is concluded it shall be the duty of the Presi- 
dent to declare that fact by proclamation and to designate the portion 
of the Pacific Ocean to which it is applicable. 

I have the honor to inquire whether the proclamation of the Presi* 
dent, dated April 9, 1894, promulgating the provisions of the act of 
April 6, 1894, containing the award of the Paris Tribunal, is the procla- 
mation issued in compliance with the act of February 21, 18i)3, above 
cited, or whether it is deemed necessary that another should be issued 
to meet the requirements of that act. 

In order that the necessary instructions may be issued to officers of 
this Department, I have the honor also to request that I be advised 
whether or not it is proposed to issue for the current year a proclama- 
tion similar to that of February 18, 1895 (28 Stat., 1258), prohibiting 
all persons from entering the waters of Bering Sea within the dominion 
of the United States for the purpose of violating the provisions of 
section 1956 of the Revised Statutes. 
Respectfully, yours, 



The Seobetabt of Stats. 



S. WiKE, Acting Secretary. 



Department op State, 
Wcishingtony April 20^ 1896. 

Sm : In a private and oonfidential telegram from the British Foreign 
Ofi8ce to the British Ambassador at this capital it is stated, among 
other things, that Her Majesty's Government is fully in accord with 
the United States Government in desiring that all necessary and prac- 
ticable measures should be taken to prevent the destruction of the seal 
herd. To that end they propose to employ an additional cruiser the 
forthcoming season on patrol duty, while notice has been issued by the 
Canadian Government that in future seasons nursing females should be 
distinguished from any others. 

It is added that, with a view to the consideration of the question of 
further restrictions to be imposed in future years, Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment desires, with the concurrence of the United States, to com- 
mission a naturalist from England to reside during the forthcoming 
season on the Pribilof Islands; that the Canadian Government also 
desires to again send Mr. Macoun to continue his investigations; that 
these gentlemen are expected to reach the islands in the early part of 
June; and that Her Majesty's Government hopes that they will enjoy 
the cooperation of the United States authorities and will receive all 
necessary facilities for the accomplishment of the purposes of their 
mission. 

It is suggested that the company leasing the fur-seal catch might be 
willing to make arrangements to permit the gentlemen named to pro- 
ceed in the company's steamer. 

Will you kindly give me your views upon the foregoing propositionSi 
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and especially upon the point whether there is any objection to a resi- 
dence npon the Pribilof Islands of British or Canadian commissioners, 
as suggested. 

Yery respectfally, yours, 

BlOHABD Olney. 
The Seobetaby of the Treasuby. 



Depabtment of State, 

Washington^ April 22^ 1896. 
My Deab Sib: I should like an answer at yonr earliest convenience 
to mine of a day or two since, asking your views respecting the request 
of the British Government that a naturalist, appointed by that Govern- 
ment, be permitted to reside on the Pribilof Islands the coming season, 
and respecting the other matters stated in my letter. 
Very truly, yours, 

BiGHABD OLI^EY. 

Hon. Ghables S. HAMLm, 

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, 



Apbil 23, 1896. 

Sib : I have the honor to acknowledge your note of April 20, inibrm- 
ing the Department of the desire of Her Majesty's Government to 
commission a naturalist from England to reside during the forthcoming 
season on the Pribilof Islands, and of the further desire of the Cana- 
dian Government to send again Mr. Macoun to continue his investiga- 
tions. You suggest, also, that the company leasing the fur-seal islands 
might be willing to make arrangements to permit the gentlemen named 
to proceed in the company's steamer. 

I have the honor to reply that I see no objection to a suitably quali- 
fied zoologist residing on the islands this season, but I beg to impress 
upon you the necessity, if such permission be given, of also sending a 
zoologist to represent the United States Government. I would further 
suggest that it be understood that this x)ermission shall in no way be 
construed as a waiver of the position of the United States that an 
immediate change in the regulations of the Paris award is necessary 
to preserve the fur-seal herd from destruction during the coming sea- 
sou, or as an abandonment of its efforts in this direction. Inasmuch 
as the closed season begins May 1, and continues until the 1st of 
August, when the fur-seal herd is in Bering Sea, there will be ample 
time to complete negotiations for such a change in the regulations, 
should the British (Government consent thereto. As to the desire of 
the Canadian Government to send Mr. Macoun to the islands, I would 
state that I have made careful inquiries as to Mr. Macoan's standing 
and abilities as a zoologist. I beg, in this connection, to inclose a 
copy of a note from Mr. J. Stanley-Brown, agent of the North American 
Commercial Company, the present lessee of the seal islands, from which 
it would seem to appear that the interests of both the United States 
and of Great Britain might be subserved better by the designation of 
some other person than Mr. Macoun. I do not, however, see the 
necessity of having any zoologist to represent Canada, other than the 
one representing the British Government. 



Digitized by 



Google 



360 ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 

I woald farther respectfully snggest that before any permission be 
given, the name of the zoologist be submitted to me, in order that the 
I)e])artment may be satisfied as to his capacity. Mr. Brown requests 
that his letter be considered confidential. 
I have the honor, etc., 



The Secretary of State. 



S. WiKB, Acting Secretary. 



1318 Massachusetts Avknuk, 
Wcuihifigton, D, C, April 22 y 1896. 

Sir: In reply to your note of this date, I have to say that Mr. J. M. Maconn is a 
botanist officially connected with the Canadian geological survey. He is An agree- 
able and amiable gentleman to whom personally 1 feel most kindly, bnt in the sense 
of having knowledge of animals he is not a naturalist at all. In 1892, while study- 
ing seals and their habits on the Pribilof Islands, he coniirmed a report of Dr. Ever- 
man's to the effect that they had in company seen a number of dead female seals at 
Northeast Point, St. Paul Tsland. The investigation which was immediately made 
showed that the creatures they had seen were the pnps of the sea lion and at least 
three out of live were males. 

Upon his return to Canada, Mr. Macoun prepared a report which was printed as 
pages 134 to 156 of the appendix of the Counter Case of Great Britain, vol. 1. This 
report is so filled with his own version of couverHations and statements of other 
individuals, insufficient observations, conjecture, and statements made with the 
evident intention of miHle.ading those unfamiliar with the subject, and is so lacking 
in the frank and honest spirit of scientitic investigation that he should not bo again 
received by the United States as a representative of Great Britain in any capacity. 
The whole report was made under the supervision of Dr. Dawson, one of the British 
Bering Sea commissioners, apd was designed to form an adjunct to and bolster up 
that extraordinary and thoroughly diucreditable document, the report of the British 
commissioners. Mr. Macoun is a subordinate of Dr. Dawson's, and any future 
investigations by him will be carried out in the same spirit and within the same 
purpose as were those of 18Q2. 

Tlie natural history fants relating to the fur seal, so far as they can be ascertained 
from residence on the Pribilofs, are well known, and it is not a naturalist who is 
needed so much as the services of an honest man of high standing who will faithfully 
count the dead pups upon each rookery after Septeuiber 20. All sealing in Bering 
Sea should be suspended, and it would be a simple matter to determine from the 
count made in September by're])resentatives of the United States and Great Britain 
in concert (this iu iuiportant) whether the enormous numbers of dead pups counted 
last year is a normal, annual occMirrence unatl'ectcd by the frightful slaughter of 
mothers in Bering Sea. There is still ample time to save the terrible waste of seal 
life which has occurred duriuj^ the past two summers — that waste which has destroyed 
alike the Alaskan and Russian seal herd. 
Very respectfully, 

J. Stanley- Brown. 

Hon. C. S. Hamlin, 

AwiBiani Secretary of the Treasury, 



AvjiiL 25, 1896. 
SiE: I have made inquiries of Mr. J. Staiiley-Browu, superinteiulent 
of the North American Commercial Company, who informs me that the 
company's steamer Homer will sail from San Francisco between the 15th 
and 20th of May for tlie islands. The steamship is a commodious one, 
having forty staterooms, and there will be no trouble in accommodating 
the representatives of the British Government. The steamer will reach 
Unalaska probably about June 3, and continuing its course, will reach 
the islands about July 7. The whole seal herd will not be on the 
islands before July 10, and it wcmld not be practicable, therefore, to 
undertake to count the number of seals before that date, and this 
counting would take probably ten days. It would be, therefore, nearly 
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August 1 before any report of said representatives could be sent back 
and reach the United States or Great Britain. 

The only effective mode would be to agree in advance, as I have 
suggested in another letter of this date, upon a modus vivendi closing 
Bering Sea, and prohibiting all killing on land and sea during the 
remainder of this season, except food skins for the natives. If, how- 
ever, the British representatives were authorized to declare such a 
modus, if the result of their investigation warranted such action, it 
would be possible to notify the sealing vessels at Unalaska, where they 
rendezvous, prior to going into Bering Sea. It would be impossible, 
however, to send a report back to the United States and Great Britain 
in time to receive an answer and to notify said vessels of the conclusion 
of the re8i)ective Governments. 



I have the honor, etc.. 
The Seobetaby of State. 



S. WiKB, Acting Secretary. 



Depabtment of State, 
Washington^ April 25, 169 6. 
SiB: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith two copies of a 
report from the Canadian minister of marine and fisheries respecting 
the catch of the Canadian sealing fleet during the season of 1895, and 
of the statistics annexed to the report, which supply the information 
required by article 5 of the Bering Sea arbitration award. 

The documents in question were received with a note of the 23d 
instant from the British ambassador at this capital. 
I have the honor, etc., 

BiCHABD Olnev. 
The Secbetaey of the Tbeasuby. 



[InolosnrM.] 

Report from the minister of marine and ftaheries of Canada^ with reference to the catch of 
the British sealers who operated on the North American coast during the year 1896, 

MaRINR and FiSHERIBSy CANADA, OTTAWA, 

January 4, 1896. 
To His Excellency the Govbrnor-Gknkral in Council: 

BeyertiDg to the approved minnte of council dated the 25th Jnly last, commani- 
cating the catch of tne British sealers which operated on the North American coast 
during the spring of 1895, the undersigned has now the honor to append, for the 
information of Your Excellency, a communication from the collector of customs at 
Victoria, dated the 7th ultimo, covering: 

(a) List of the names and masters of all vessels licensed at Victoria for 1895. 

(&) Statement of the catch of British sealing fleet for 1^95. 

(c) The catch of American schooners landed at Victoria. 

\d) The catch of American schooners landed at Puget Sonnd. 

(e) The catch of American schooners landed at Astoria, Greg. 

if) The catch of American schooners landed at San Francisco. 

{g) The catch of Pribilof Islands (American). 

(h) The catch of Copper Islands (Russian). 

(i) The boardixigs of British veHsels in Bering Sea. 

0) Copies of official logs of all British vessels sailing from Victoria, giving loca- 
tion of each day's fur seal fishing operations. 

The undersigned woald observe tnat the catch of seals during the past seven years 
was — 

Number < Number. 



1889 35.310 

1890 43,325 

1891 52,365 

1892 49,743 

representing practically an average of 60,000 skins per annum. 



1893 70,592 

1894 95,048 

1895 73,614 
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It is thus demonstrated that the yield of the present year, notwithstandinff the 
explanations of nnpropitions weather and nnfavorable circumstAnces, is largely in 
excess of the average take of the past seven years. 

Prior to the extraordinary and abnormal take of 1894, nnder the most favorable 
conditions of weather and other circnnistances, that of 1893 greatly exceeded any in 
previous years in the history of the sealing industry, yet the take of the present 
year is considerably larger than that was. 

The undersigned is of the opinion that the significance of the decrease in the 
catch as compared with 1894 can not be so marked as might at first sight appear, if 
the results of the two years are considered alone. 

He further believes that the contention that the seal herds are being rapidly 
exterminated, and that only a vestige of their former greatness remains, does not 
appear to gather much strength from an impartial examination of the figures repre- 
senting the annual catch. Indeed, considered in the light of the explanations 
offered by the sealers, the result of the present year's operations may be regarded 
as affording reasonable grounds for an exactly opposite conclusion. 

Perhaps one of the most noteworthy incidents in the industry this year is the catch 
by the schooner Director in the South Atlantic Ocean, off Falkland Islands, of 602 
seals. 

Inquiries were instituted for the purpose of collecting any information connected 
with the incident which might be of interest to the question of the sealing industry 
generally. 

It was ascertained that Capt. Frederick W. Gilbert, of the schooner Director^ 87 
tons register, with a crew of 25 men, sailed from Halifax, Nova Scotia, on the 20th of 
December, 1894, bound for the Asiatic side of the North Pacific Ocean. 

On reacning the tenth degree of south latitude the master was obliged to change 
his course by reason of his supply of provisions and water being insufficient to 
enable him to complete his voyage. 

The run from Halifax to the Falkland Islands was made in forty -eight days. 
While off the southern end of the inlands he encountered several groups of seals. He 
consequently devoted thirty-six days to sealing in that neighborhood, as well as off 
the east and west ends of Staten Island, resulting in the capture of 620 seals, which 
he took to the port of Victoria. 

The captain reports that he was compelled to suspend his sealing operations owing 
to a change in the weather, which became quite stormy, and as it was getting late 
in the season he proceeded on his voyage to Victoria, reaching there on the 21st of 
May, 1895. 

Captain Gilbert reported that all the seals were secured at sea, far distant from 
any of the sealing preserves, and were shot in the same manner as are those taken 
in the North Pacific Ocean by the Victoria sealing fleet. 

He met with no interference. In reply to the inquiries made it was ascertained 
that no record existed of the landing in the past of any seal skins at a British 
Columbia port which did not form part of the catch of the sealers operating in the 
North Pacific Ocean, either on the American or Asiatic side thereof. 

The skins are reported to have been in good condition, and to be of the same kind 
as those nsually sold by Messrs. Lampson &, Co., London, and are classed and 
known with the Lobos Islands seal skins from the mouth of the river Platte, and 
bringing about the same prices as those taken in the North Pacific Ocean. 

The character of the skins is represented as being very similar to that of those 
usually secured by the British Columbian fleet. 

The Director, under the command of Captain Gilbert, fitted at Victoria for the 
August and September season in Bering Sea, where a catch of 688 seal skins was 
secured. 

The nndersigned recommends that a copy of this report, if approved, together with 
its appendices, be forwarded to the right honorable the principal secretary of state 
for tne colonies. 

Respectfully submitted. 

John Costigan. 



Customs, Canada, Victokia, British Columbia, 

December 7, 1895. 
Sir : I have the honor to forward herewith a statement in complete form showing 
the following: 

(1) The names and masters of all vessels licensed at Victoria for 1895. 

(2) The catch of British sealing fleet for 1895. 

(3) The catch of American schooners landed at Victoria. 

(4) The catch of American schooners landed at Puget Sound. 
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(6) The catoh of American sohooners landed at Astoria, Oreg. 

(6) The catoh of American schooners landed at San Francisco. 

(7) The catch of Pribilof Islands (American). 

(8) The catch of Copper Islands (Sassian). 

^9) The boarding oi British vessels in Bering Sea. 

(10) The copies of official logs of all British vessels sailing from Victoria, giving 
location of each day's fur seal tishing operations. 

In submitting the above report of the fur-sealing operations for the past year, I 
would beg to say that the figures have beeu collected with considerable care and 
trouble, and I desire here, for your better understanding of the year's work, to give 
a r^um^ of the operations of the fleet sailing from this port. 

Besultif 1894.— The catch of 1894 being the largest in the history of this port, 
amounting to 94,474 skins, the results, however, were generally unsatisfactory and 
unprofitable to the owners of vessels. 

This loss was brought about partly by their own act in givins exorbitant prices 
to the seal hunters, paying them as high as $4.50 and $4.75 per skin, when the sales 
in London only broueht about $7 to $8 per skin, thus bringing quite a number of 
owners into debt, and some to disaster. 

I endeavored at the time of the engagement of the crews in 1894 to brinff the owners 
to realize that there was great danger in paying this hiffh figure to hunters, but 
there was such oompetition that all argument was unavailing. 

The present year, however, the effect of the low prices brought the owners to 
realize the situation, and the vessels paid this year to all white hunters only one- 
fifth lay and to the Indians the same, with a small bonus. 

XictfitaM.— There have been licensed during the past year 64 British vessels sailing 
from this port. Of this number 22 sailed during December, 1894, and January, 1895, 
to Japan ; 88 were engaged in the British Columbia Coast catch, and 9 Indian 
schooners, which likewise confined their operations to the British Columbia Coast 
up to the Ist of May. 

Cretca. — There were engaged in this industry 705 white seamen and 854 Indians, 
showing this year a decrease in the white seamen and an increase in the number of 
Indians. The fact of the increase of Indians was owing to the demand for spear- 
men in Bering Sea, where firearms could not be used. 

Boats and oanoev.— The record shows that there were 210 boats and 421 canoes in 
use this year, exhibiting a decrease of 56 boats and an increase of 162 canoes. This, 
as with the crews, was owing to the number of Indian spearmen going to Bering Sea. 

British Columbia Coast eatch, — ^The figures show the total British Columbia Coast 
catch to be 9,853, exhibiting a decrease of 1,850 skins compared with 1894, although 
a larger number of vessels were engaged. The cause assigned for this decrease was 
chieny owing to the boisterous weather which prevailed along the British Colum- 
bian Coast, and when the weather moderated the seals had passed northward, so 
that the larger herds could not be reached before the 1st of May, the commencement 
of the close season. 

Japan oatok. — The total result of the operations on the Japanese Coast show that 
there were only taken 18,687 skins, as against 49,483 in 1894, being a marked decrease 
of 30,796. This decrease caused me to make diligent inquiry from the masters and 
crews, and the conclusion arrived at was that stormy weather usually prevailed all 
along the Japanese Coast, preventing the schooners from lowering their boats some- 
times for days together. Also, it seems to be the consensus of opinion among them 
that the schooners this year were in advance of the seal herd, which had apparently 
gone farther to the south than usual. 

Copper Island eatch. — ^Twenty schooners were sealing in the vicinity of Copper 
Island, which obtained a catch of 6,281, as against 24 vessels last year with a catch 
of 7,437. 

Bering Sea. — In the month of June last 33 vessels cleared from this port for Bering 
Sea, proceeding to the west coast, where they obtained Indian hunters, and pro- 
ceeded direct to Unalaska, where they were all instructed, if they reported them- 
selves to the custom-house there, that no difficulty was anticipated. On the clearance 
papers from this port it was plainly stated that they had no firearms, nets, or explo- 
sives, and that their hunting outfit consisted only of spears. On the 1st of August 
they all left ths port of Unalaska, United States of America, and at once sailed to 
the sealing grounds. 

There were also 8 vessels which entered Bering Sea from the westward which had 
been engaged in sealing on the Japanese side, makiuff a total of 41 British vessels 
fishing in Bering Sea, the result of their fishing being 35,918, as against 27 vessels in 
1814, with a catch of 26,425— an increase of 9,493 seals. 

The weather was good, and seals reported to be fairly plentiful; but in this 
regard some conflicting accounts were given, no doubt measured by theix individual 
success. 
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Boardings, — ^The whole force of the American Reyenue Service, consisting of 5 or 
6 veenels, wascon^gated in Bering Sea, and from the evidence given and the entries 
made in the official logs, they were continuonsly on the patrol outside the 60-miIe 
zone, as yon will see by the inclosed statement, they having made 106 boardings 
from the 3d of August to the 20th of September. 

The records of the boardings show that several of the vessels were boarded from 
3 to 5 limes, and nearly all were boarded more than once, and no exemption was 
made to those vessels which had cleared f^om Victoria with only spears, as it was 
understood that in searching the vessel and overhauling the skins the main conten- 
tion was whether the skins had been shot. 

This our sealers, who had only spears and no firearms, considered a ffreat hard- 
ship—that their skins should be so often overhauled and the skins and salt scattered 
over their provisions and coal, leaving them all over the hold without in one case 
offering to repack them, thereby causing danger to their preservation. 

It was likewise reported that these frequent boardings took place when storm was 
threatening and danger was apprehended to the canoes and boats, sometimes at a 
distance of 5 to 10 miles away, pursuing seals. 

It appears to me, however, from the excellent condition all the skins were in when 
landed here, that no damage had come to the skins from the boardings, and it may 
possibly be that the ft^qnent saltings may have added to their preservation. 

Apart from the interruption to the voyage while being boarded, and the incon- 
venience and trouble in repacking the skins, no other damage was sustained, so far 
as I could learn. 

Seizures, — During the past year there have been three seizures, which were all 
duly reported to you. 

( 1 ) Tne schooner Shelby y which was seized by the United States ship Cartoin for hav- 
ing seals and unsealed sealing implements on board in prohibited waters. This vessel 
was seized in latitude 32^ 59' north, longitude 134^ 10' west, while on her homeward 
voyage from the sealing ground, having proceeded about 200 miles and reached as far 
south as Queen Charlotte Island, British Columbia, when she was arrested and ordered 
to proceed to Sitka, with a prize crew on board, and fiom that place she was 
directed to proceed to Victoria and report to me. On the return of the vessel to 
this port, where she has lain in the harbor awaiting the action of the vice-admiralty 
court, which sat here in November, and the vessel being adjudged guilty, was 
ordered to pay a fine of £100 and all costs. 

(2) The Beatrice, which was seized in Bering Sea on the 20th of August for viola- 
tion of the fifth article of the regulations of the Paris award -(as set forth in the 
Bering Sea award act of 1894)— that is, that she had not entered up her log book from 
the 12th to the 20th of August. This vessel was tried and acquitted; the judgment 
carried all costs. This vessel has since been restored to her owners. 

(3) The E. B. Marvin, which was seized in Bering Sea by the United States revenue 
cutter Bush for violation of article 6 of the regulatinus of the Paris award (Bering 
Seaawardact, 1894) — thatis, thatshe had used firearmsin killingseals. Thisschoouer 
had on board at the time of seizure 386 skiuH, one of which was selected which 
appeared to have a hole resembling a shot bole, and which was the grounds on which 
this schooner was seized and sent back to Victoria for trial. This vessel was tried 
and the seizure discharged without costs. 

While the case of the Marrin was in court I was very kindly requested by the 
defendant to view the skin which was the cause of seizure, the defendant having 
obtained permission to view the same, which was then in possession of the court, 
and it was only from curiosity, and not that I was required to give any evidence, 
that I, with a few others, viewed the skin, and I came to the conclusion, seeing 
that it was a very difficult matter for the experts to determine precisely where the 
shot hole was, that the charge against the vessel was a very uncertain one. 

The owners of the schooners Beatrice and E. B. Marvin have suftered severe loss by 
the seizure and interruption of the season's voyage. The actual loss of the E, B. 
Marrin alone, presuming that she would have taken about the same number of skins 
as other vessels of similar size and equipment, will be not less than $10,000. 

Disasters, — ^There were only three serious disasters to the sealing fleet during the 
past year, viz, the schooners Bosie Olsen, Brenda, and Walter A, Earle, 

The Eosie Olsen was wrecked on the 18th of June while entering the port of Hako- 
date for water, and became a total loss. The crew and seal skins were all saved. 

The Brenda was wrecked on the 1st of July last. When going into the Little 
Kurile Straits for water she struck on a rock and became a total loss. The schooner 
Geneva hove in sight and rescued the crew, skins, and some portions of the rigging. 

The Walter A, Earle was capsized on the 14th of April in latitude 58° north and 
longitude 139^ west. This vessel had a crew of 28 persons, and was sealing on the 
British Columbia coast when the storm overtook her. All hands were lost. She 
was subsequently found bottom up in the neighborhood of Cape Tonki, and was 
towed into Kodiak and 15 bodies were found in the ship's hold. 
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Falkland Islamd catch, ^The schooner IHrecicr arriyed here from Halifax, Nora 
Sootia, on the 2 let of May, and while in the yioinity of tbe Falkland Islands, or 
between that and Staten Island, obtained 620 seal skins, which were brought to this 
port. The circamstances of this were conveyed to you in my letter of the 10th of 
August. I have seen Capt. F. W. Gilbert, and he has nothing further to add to the 
information conveyed to you in my letter, only that he affirmed that the hunting 
was done on the sea, and that no attempt was made to take skins on the land; that 
he was outside the jurisdiction of any foreign Government, and that if the weather 
had been more moderate he could have obtained many more, but he desired not to 
delay there, as he wished to proceed to Bering Sea. 

Sealing of ai'ma, — After careful inquiry in regard to this matter, I find that the 
majority of our sealers would desire to have their firearms sealed up before entering 
Bering Sea, to avoid interruption and seizure for trivial and doubtful causes, but this, 
1 do not think, they would mean to apply to the Pacific Ocean proper. 

Official log$,—Al\ vessels leaving this port have been carefully notified to keep their 
official log books in conformity with the instructions of article 5 of the Paris regula- 
tions, and they have been fairly kept, recording each day the number of males and 
females taken: but I might suggest that an additional sealing log or an addition to 
the present official log ue made whereby the sealers might record daily some other 
items of interest that might be of use to the Government. 

Agreement with Muenia. — I had the honor, on the 16th of January last, to receive your 
letter, and, in compliance with the wishes of the honorable the minister, I promul- 
gated in every possible manner the renewal of the provisional agreement with Rus- 
sia, providing a protective zone of 30 miles around the Komandorski Islands, Tuleuew 
Islands, or Robbeu Reef, in the Okhotsk Sea, and a protective zone of 10 miles along 
the shores of the Russian mainland. 

Eeeultd of 1895, — The catch for the British Columbia fleet of British vessels being 
71,359, and there was likewise landed from American vessels 2,255, making a total of 
73,614 skins which have passed through this port. 

The ruling price during the month of August and the early part of September was 
$9, but during the latter part of September and October the price went up to $10.50. 

I thought the price was very good, being a considerable advance on last year, and 
those who were fortunate enough to sell at the latter price will do very well, as 
information has been received here from London that the skins will not reach that 
figure after deducting the expenses. 

It may be that sume of the skins may be kept over for higher figures, but I think 
it safe to sky that the value of the present year's sealing will amount to about 
$700,000, or, say, $730,000. 
I have, etc., 

A. R. MiLNS, Collector. 

Wm. Smith, Esq,, 

Deputy Minister of Marine and Fiskerieet Ottawa, 



April 29, 1896, 
Sir: I have tbe Loiior to acknowledge the receipt of your note, 
incloBing a report from the minister of marine and fisheries of Canada, 
with re^rence to the catch of British sealers, and copies of British 
log books for the season of 1895. 

In this connection I desire to call yonr attention to two significant 
statements in the report of Mr. A. R. Milne, collector at Victoria, to 
the deputy minister of marine and fisheries, as bearing on the implied 
claim of the British Government, contained in a letter and inclosures 
from the British ambassador to yourself, dated April 23, 1896, of which 
you inclosed me a copy, that the fur-seal skins were injured by the 
frequent searches of our revenue cruisers. 

On page 4 of said report the collector states that, from the excellent 
condition of the skins when landed at Victoria, no damage, in his judg- 
ment, had come to them from the searches by revenue cruisers* On 
page 5 the further statement is made that, after careful inquiry, the col- 
lector found that a majority of the British sealers desired to have their 
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flrearms sealed np before entering Bering Sea, to avoid interruption 
and seizure for trivial and doubtful causes. 
I have the honor, etc., 



The Seobetaby of State. 



S. WiKB, Acting Secretary. 



Depabtment of State, 
Washington, April 29y 1896. 
SiB: I beg to inclose herewith copy of note just received from the 
British ambassador at this capital ; also copy of note I have sent to him 
in reply. 

In reply to the inquiry addressed to me by the Treasury Department 
in a communication of a day or two since, viz, whether in my judgment 
there was any prospect of the British Government agreeing to any 
modification of the Bering Sea regulations for the coming season, I 
desire to say that, in my judgment, it is quite improbable that any such 
agreement will be made. 

On the other hand, I have good reason for believing that if the report 
of the British and Canadian agents proposed to be sent to the Pribilof 
Islands, as above stated, should confirm the position of this Govern- 
ment as to the threatened immediate extermination of the fur-seal herd, 
a modus vivendi might be entered into which would insure the protec- 
tion of the fur-seal herd during the coming season. 
Bespectfully, yours, 

BiGHABD Olnet. 
Hon. Ohables S. Hamlin, 

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 



[IncloBures.] 

BlunsH Embassy, 
WoBhingUm, April f7, 1896, 

Sir: With reference to your note No. 844 of the 11th ultimo, in which yon nrge the 
adoption of some further restrictions on pelaja^o sealing in Berine Sea for the coming 
season in view of the alleged imminent extermination of the far-seal herd, I have 
the honor to inform you that the contents of your note have received the careful 
consideration of Her MaJesty^s GoTernment. 

I am instructed by Her Majesty^s principal secretary of state for foreign affairs to 
state that the apprehensions of the United States Government on this head appear 
to be founded mainly on the fact that by actual count 28,000 dead pups were found 
in the island last year, and on the assumption that the deaths of these pups were the 
direct result of their mothers having been killed at sea. 

But, from the exhaustive discussion of the question in the report and supplemen- 
tary report of the British Bering Sea commissioners, it has not been satisfactorily 
established that the mortality of the pups is caused by the killing of seals at sea. 
The date, moreover, which the arbitrators fixed for the opening of Bering Sea pelagic 
sealing and the radius within which sealin|f was prohibited round the Pribilof 
Islands were determined, atter full consideration, to be sufficient to protect nursing 
females whose pups were not able to provide for themselves. 

It shoald also be borue in mind that in the Bering Sea catch of 1895 the proportion 
of males to females taken by Canadian sealers was about 45 per cent of males against 
55 per cent of females, although the returns of the American sealers in that sea give 
an average of 3 females to 1 male. 

In the meantime the admitted fact that the seals at sea show no apparent diminn- 
tion of numbers, and that the sealers in Bering Sea were able to make practically 
as large catches last year as in the previous year, does not point to the imminent 
•zt^rmi nation of the seals. 
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The returns show that the Canadian sealing vessels all kept well ontside the 60- 
mile radinsy and as there seems little donbt that during the period when sealinf^ is 
allowed in Bering Sea the ffreat bulk of the seals are inside that limit, the natural 
deduction is that less than naif the herd is at any time exposed to capture, and that 
the danger of extermination by pelagic sealing must therefore be oomparatively 
remote. 

It is obserred that on the islands 15,000 seals were killed last season, as compared 
with 16,000 in the season of 1894, but in the reports which have been received on 
this point it is not stated whether any difficulty was experienced in obtaining that 
number of skins, nor from what class of seals the skins were taken. 

Taking into account the catch on the islands, the whole catch from the Alaskan 
herd was 71,800 in 1895, as compared with 71,716 in 1894, being only about half the 
total catch taken in 1889 and previous years, and though it may be the case that a 
slaughter of some 70,000 a year is more than the herd can properly bear for a series 
of years, Her Majesty's Government see no reason to believe that it is so large as to 
threaten early extermination. 

The necessity for the immediate imposition of increased restrictions, to take eiTect 
during the coming season, does not, therefore, appear to be established, and it must 
be borne in mind that at this late period it is no longer possible to five effective 
warning of any change in the regulations to the large number of vessels which have 
already cleared for the Japan Coast fishery, and which will, after that is concluded, 
proceed to Bering Sea for the opening of the fishery in August. The imposition of 
restrictions without due warning would cause great confusion and hardship, and 
would undoubtedly give rise to large claims for compensation on ground which 
conld not, with justice or reason, be disputed. 

But Her Majesty's Government fully share the desire so strongly expressed by 
your Government that all necessary and practicable measures should be taken to 
prevent the possible extermination of the seals. 

As a precaution for the strict observance of the regulations prescribed by the Tri- 
bunal of Arbitration and now in force, they will give directions for the employment 
of an additional cruiser this season in policing the fisheries, although, as far as they 
have been able to Judge, the force employed up to the present time has been sufficient. 

In accordance with the desire expressed by you in your note No. 317 of the 6th 
February, Her Majesty's Government have requested the Dominion government to 
issue a notice to the effect that the returns which the sealing vessels are required to 
furnish shall in future specify which of the females killed are barren and which are 
in milk, and a reply has been received from His Excellency the Governor-General of 
Canada that this will be done. 

In order to investigate more completely the question of the necessity of further 
restrictions in future years, Her Majesty's Government are desirous at once to take 
the necessary steps for conducting an independent inquiry on the Pribilof Islands 
into the state of the herd, by an agent sent from Great Britain. This gentleman 
would be a naturalist possessed of the necessary scientific qualifications, and care 
will be taken to select a person who will be entirely free from bias in carrying out 
the mission intrusted to him. 

The Canadian government are also desirous of sending Mr. Maooun again to the 
islands this season in order to continue his investigations. The British agent and 
Mr. Macoun would arrive at the islands early in June and remain until toward the 
end of September, and Her Majenty's Government would be glad if the United States 
authorities would grant them all necessary facilities and cooperate with them as far 
as possible. 

It has been suggested that arrangements might perhaps be made with the company 
which leasee the seal catch on the Pribilof Islands to allow the British agent and 
Mr. Macoun to proceed in their steamer as passengers. 
I have the honor, etc., 

Julian Paxtncbfote. 



April 29, 1896. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge your favor of the 27th instant, being an 
answer to my note No. 344, of the 11th ultimo, wherein is urged the adoption for 
the coming season of further restrictions on pelagic sealing in Bering Sea in view of 
what this Government believes to be the demonstrated imminent extermination 
of the fur-seal herd. 

Without at this time adducing any additional considerations in support of the 
position taken by this Government, I hasten to say that it welcomes an independent 
inquiry by the British Government into the present state of the fur-seal herd 
through the British and Canadian agents referred to in your note. They will be 
given all needful facilities for their investigations by this Government, which will 
request the North American Commercial Company to give them all convenient 
transportation fftoilities on its steamers. 
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I Ten tare to also snfcgest that if tbe nataralist selected by the British Goyemmeni 
could ooDie to Washington on his way to Alaska and have a free and full conference 
with Assistant Secretary Hamlin the objects of his mission would probably be 
greatly promoted. 

I avail myslf, etc., Richabd Olnbt. 

His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir Julian Pauncefote. 



Mat 5, 1896. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge yonr letter of April 29 inclos- 
ing copy of a note received by yon from the British ambassador at this 
capital, and also a copy of your answer thereto. 

In the note of the British ambassador it is stated that the whole 
catch taken from the Alaskan herd, including the land catch on the 
Pribilof Islands for the years 1894 and 1895, was, 71,716 and 71,300, 
respectively. While this statement is substantially correct for the 
year 1895, it would appear that in the year 1894 a large nnmber was 
taken, namely, 76,871—61,838 at sea, and 15,033 on the Islands. 

The further statement is made in said letter that the fur seals show 
no apparent diminution in numbers, and attention is called to the fact 
that the sealing vessels in Bering Sea made practically as large catches 
during the season of 1895 as in that of 1894, which fact the ambassador 
contends does not point to the immediate extermination of the fur-seal 
herd. The fact, however, that the seals on the islands have decreased 
at least one-half since 1890 would seem to answer this claim. A 
fnrther answer will also be found in the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury for 1895, on page cc, wherein it appears that the average 
catch per vessel on the Northwest Coast fell off 5 per cent in 1895 as 
compared with 1894, while the average catch in Bering Sea fell off 12 
per cent as compared with 1894. At the same time, while the percent- 
ages of females killed in Bering Sea were the same for British vessels 
in 1894 and 1895, there was an increase from 69 to 73 per cent for 
American vessels in 1895. That the seal catch is maintained at the 
figures cited is because of the fact that Bering Sea is a nursery for 
the herd while it is on the islands, and of the further fact' that the seals 
can be killed easier while in Bering Sea than when traveling off the 
Pacific Coast toward the islands. 

The statement of the ambassador that the total land and sea catch 
from the Alaskan herd in 1895 was only about one-half of what the 
same was in 1889 would seem to be a further convincing argument as 
to the decrease in the seal herd. In this connection I would state that 
in 1889 the catch on land and sea was about 132,000, of which 102,000 
were taken on the Pribilof Islands and 30,000 at sea, tlie pelagic catch 
being about 22 per cent of the total. In 1895, on the other hand, the 
pelagic catch, 56,291, had increased to 78 per cent of the total, 71,291. 
From 1880 to 1895 the pelagic catch increased from about 8,000 to 
56,000, or 600 per cent, while the Pribilof Islands catch decreased from 
105,000 to 15,000, or 86 per cent. 

It is stated also in said letter that it would now be too late to give 
effective waining of any change in the regulations, and that vessels 
which have cleared already for the Japanese Coast would be seriously 
injured by any change at this late date. I have the honor, however, 
to call your attention to the fact that the modus vivendi of 1891 was 
agreed upon as late as June 15. 
Bespectfully, yours, 

S. WiKE, Acting Secretary. 

The Sbosetaby of Statb. 
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May 5, 1896. 
8iB: I have the honor fo state that the Department is informed by 
the Secretary of State that the British ambassador has requested per- 
mission in behalf of the British Oovernment to send two naturalists to 
the Pribilof Islands to investigate the present condition of the fur-seal 
herd daring the coming season. It will, therefore, in the opinion of this 
Department, be necessary to secure the services of some eminent zool- 
ogist in this country to conduct a similar investigation on behalf of the 
United States in cooperation with the officers of the United States Oov- 
ernment who may be detailed for this purpose by the President. I 
have the honor to suggest that an appropriation of $5,500 be made for 
this purpose, and herewith inclose a form of appropriation for your 
consideration. 

Very respectfully, yours, O. S. Hamlin, 

Acting Secretary. 
Hon. William B. Allison, 

Chairman Committee on Appropriations^ United States Senate. 

TiMBaorotATy of the Treaenry ia hereby authorized, ont of any moneys not other- 
wIm apuropriated, to expend not exoeeding $5,500 for investigation of the eondition 
of the tnr-seal herd in the North Paciflo Ocean and Bering Sea during the flsoal yean 
1896 and 1897. He is further authorized, in addition to said |^,500, to pay the i 



■ary expenses of any offioiaU of the Qoyemment who may be detailed for said inyesU- 
gation Dy the President. 



Unitbi) States Oohmission of Fish and Fisheries, 

Washingtony D. 0., May 9, 1896. 
Snt: I have the honor to inform you that the Fish Oommission 
steamer Albatross is now being fitted out at the Mare Island navy- 
yard, Oalifornia, for fishery investigations on the Alaskan Coast, and 
that preparations are also being made in connection therewith to con- 
form to the provisions contained in the act of Congress approved 
March 3, 1893, as follows, namely: 

And the Conunissioner of Fisheries is authorized and required to investigate, 
nnder the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, and when so request^ to 
report annnaUy to him regarding the conditions of seal life npon the rookeries of the 
Pribilof Islands. 

My reason for bringing this matter to your attention is due to the 
fitct that the investigations called for are subject to your authorizatioD, 
and I beg to be informed if you desire to have the work taken up again 
this season. In this event, I would respectfully request that the chief 
Treasury agent at the Pribilof Islands be notified of the proposed 
inquiries, and that he be directed to facilitate the work of the Fish 
Oommission party to such an extent as he may be able to. I would 
also ask that the party be allowed the same accommodations at the 
Government building as have been accorded it in the past, and that it 
be permitted to participate in the mess furnished by the sealing com- 
pany, the same as the Treasury agents. 
Very respectfully, 

J. J. Bbiob, Commissioner. 
The Sbcbbtaby of thb Tbeasuby, 

Washington^ D. 0. 
H. Doc. 92, pt 2 ^24 
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May 14, 1896. 

Sm: Acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, 
wherein yon request to be advised whether, under the act of March 3, 
1893, this Department desires an investigation and report to be made 
by the Fish Gommission as to the condition of seal life on the rookeries 
of the Pribilof Islands during the coming summer, I have the honor 
to inform you that the Department considers such investigation and 
report most desirable, particularly in view of information received from 
the honorable the Secretary of State, that an English and a Canadian 
naturalist will be permitted to reside on the islands during the coming 
summer. I feel, therefore, that the assistance desired can be ren- 
dered by our Gommission in examiuing into the condition of the rook- 
eries, taking a careful census of the seals, examining the bodies Of the 
dead pups to ascertain the cause of death and making other similar 
investigations. 

I would thank you to inform me of the earliest date on which the 
Albatross will be ready to sail, so that I may have a personal interview 
with you before that date. 

Respectfully, yours, G. S. Hamlin, 

Acting Secretary. 

The GoMMissioip^B OF Fish and Fisheries, 

Washington, D. 0. 



May 14, 1896. 

Sir: The report of the minister of marine and fisheries, sent by the 
British Government, inclosing a copy of the log-book entries of British 
vessels for the season of 1895, as required by article 5 of the regulations 
of the Paris tribunal, contains copies of such entries only as relate to 
the catch of the British vessels in Bering Sea, and omits all entries 
showing the killing of the 9,853 seals taken by the British vessels on 
the Northwest Goast. 

I have the honor to request, therefore, that you ask the British Gov- 
ernment to furnish the log-book entries containing the record of the 
Northwest Goast cateh. 

Respectfully, yours, G. S. Hamlin, 

Acting Secretary, 

The Secretary of State. 



May 26, 1896. 

Sir : The Department has been informed by the honorable the Secre- 
tary of State that two English naturalists will shortly go to the Pribilof 
Islands as representatives of the British Government to enter upon an 
investigation of the present condition of the fur-seal herd. 

In my judgment it would be necessary to send some eminent zoologist 
to accompany these British representatives to make an independent 
investigation in behalf of the United States Government. 

It will also probably be expedient to detail one or more officers or 
employees of the (Jnited States to take part in said investigation. 
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I inclose a form of joint resolution authorizing such investigation, 
and I would ask that you expedite its passage through the House. 
Eespectfully, yours, 

O. 8. Hamlin, 
Acting Secretary. 
Hon, Nelson Dingley, Jr., 

Souse of Eepresentatives. 

JOINT BBSOLUTION to aathorise » Boientiflo inrestigfttioii of the fur-soal flshorioo. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Eepreseniatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assemhledj That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and is hereby, author- 
ized to expend from any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated a sum 
sufficient to provide for the employment of persons to conduct a scientific investiga- 
tion dnrine the fiscal years 1896 and 1897 of the present condition of the fur-seal 
herds on the Prlbilof, Commander, and Eooril islands, in the North Pacific Ocean 
and Bering Sea, said amount not to exceed for both said years the sum of $5,000. 

The President is also authorized to detail for the purposes of assisting in this 
investigation any officer or officers or employees of the United States Government, 
their actual expenses and the expenses of the person or persons employed under the 
preceding paragraph to be paid by the Secretary of the Treasury out of any moneys 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The President may detail a vessel of the United States for the purpose of carrying 
out this investigation. 



Department of State, 

Washingtonj June 9j 1896. 
SiE : Eeferring to the Department's letter to you of the 27th of May, 
1895, transmitting to you a copy of a communication from the British 
Foreign Oflace, dispatch No. 93, of May 17, 1895, to Sir Julian Pannce- 
fote, on the subject of the necessity of further provisions to preserve 
the fdr-seal herd of the S^orthern Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea; and 
referring also to the Department's note on the 24th of June, 1895, to 
Lord Gough in regard to the same subject (see Foreign Eelations, part 
1, 1895, pp. 649-653), I have the honor to inclose for your information 
and consideration a copy of a farther note of the 4th instant, from the 
British ambassador at this capital in regard to the matter in question. 
I have the honor, etc., 

BlOHABD Olney. 
The Seobetary of the Treasuky, 



[Inolosure.] 

WiiBHmGTON, June 4, 1896. 

Sib: With reference to the qnestion raised in yoor note to Her Majesty's charge 
d'affaires, No. 133, of Jnne 24, 1895, whether the oompntation made by the British 
Bering Sea commissioners of the seal catch of 1891 within the awarded area included 
the number of seals caught on the Asiatic side of Bering Sea, I have the honor to 
transmit you herewith, by direction of Her Majesty's secretary of state for foreign 
sdfairs, a report of the collector of customs at Victoria, giving full particulars of the 
catch for the year in question and showing the respective localities from which the 
yield was secured. 

The total Asiatic catch was 6,595 seals. The deduction of this figure leaves the 
total for the award area at 43,361, including the catch of the United States schooner 
City of San Diego, landed at Victoria and taken on the American side, which amounted 
to 641 skins. 

The figures given for 1894, however, include the Indian catch on the British Colum- 
bia Coast, viz, 3,989 skins. This figure was very properly added, since these skins 
were secured from animals belonging to the so-called American herd. For purposes 
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of bomparif on it is necesmry to include those taken by Indians in 1891, amounting 
to 1.953, and this would raise the figure for 1891 to 45,614, showing a balance in fiAvor 
of that year, as against the total of 38,044 for 1894, of 7,570 skins. 

The collector of customs also points ont that the number of British vessels engaged 
during 1891 in sealing within the award area was 50, while, in 1894, 59 vessels were so 
employed. 

According to the statement taken from the books of the United States custom- 
house, no less than 41 United States vessels were engaged in the seal fishery during 
1891, making a total for that year of 91, instead of 115, as stated in your note of Vis- 
count Gongh, above referred to. 

The total fleet mentioned in that note, for the year 1894, was 95 vessels. The deduc- 
tion of 59 British vessels would leave the number of United States vessels at 36. 

It is, moreover, apparent that the catch of 1891 would have been still larger but 
for the interference with and expulsion of sealing vessels from Bering Sea under the 
modus Vivendi. 

I have the honor, etc., 

JUUAH PaUNCEFOTE. 

Hon. R. Olnby. 



Report by the colUetar of customs, Ftcforta, Briiish Columbia, to tho deputy minister of 
marine and ftshei-ies, Ottawa. 

Customs, Canada, Victoria, British Columbia, 

February gO, 1896. I 

Sir : I have the honor to revert to your letters of the 19th of September and 10th of 
December last, inclosing for my information an extract from a communication ftom 
the United States Oovemment touching the catch of seals as t^en from the statistics 
supplied through me. 

I beg leave to observe that the contention appears to be hinged on the relative 
catches of the years 1891 and 1894, and that the British statement in the main is 
that, notwithstanding the large take of 1894, that of 1891 was as large, so far as the 
so-termed American herd was concerned. 

Before dealing with the subject, I beg to premise that I regret that I had to tabu- 
late the figures of the seal catch for the year 1891 from the reports of the masters of 
the several vessels as declared b^ them, to which no objection could be taken, as at 
that time there was no information given in the vessers log book as to the locality 
or date of each fur seal fishing operation, the catch then being divided into three 
periods, viz, the lower coast, the upper coast to Sand Point, and the Bering Sea, 
and this division was made to agree with the landing periods when the skins were 
taken or shipped home to his port. Thus, after the vessels had left their skins at 
Sand Point, Alaska, to be shipped to Victoria, they included all seals taken there- 
after as being ttom Bering Sea and adjacent waters; the imaginary water line 
obviously arranged between the United States and Russia for other reasons than to 
give dominion over any part of Bering Sea, other than territorial waters, was then 
of little oonoem to onr sealers, and thns, when they returned to their home port, the 
declaration on their inward and special sealing report designated their entire catch 
as being made in Bering Sea, without any regard to location, and the figures were so 
regurded in our statistical books. 

The manifests and special reports of all British sealing vessels arriving back at 
this port during the season of 1891, when compiled, gave the total catch as follows: 

Lower Coast catch 8,565 

Sand Point, or Upper Coast catch 17,163 

Bering Sea catch 28,489 

Kurile Islands (Asiatic) catch 399 

Total 49,616 

Caught by Indians on British Coast 1,953 

Total skins for 1891 51,568 

These figures as given in the tabulated statements then supplied your department 
are beyond conjecture, having been compiled with the greatest care, and the number 
of skins landed also having been verified at the time oy actual count by the local 
customs ofiScers. 

The promulgation of the modus vi vendi of 1891 was an important feature in the his- 
tory of the sealing industry^ when a number of our British vessels were warned out 
of the American side of Bering Sea, between the dates of 30th June and 16th Aogost 
of that year. 
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It is also well known, in connection with the history of pelaji^ic sealing, that 11 ves- 
sels of the British Columbia fleet, who were notitied of the operation of the modus 
yivendi, lefb Bering Sea and adjacent waters, going over to the Rnssian side of Bering 
8ea, and sealed a short season in the vicinity of Copper Island, returning from them 
direct to this port. 

It must be borne in mind that most of the 11 vessels which went to Copper Island 
had, on leaving the east side, a considerable number of skins, which they kept on 
boiird on their voyage to the Rnssian side, having no opportunity of landing them, 
so that when they did return to this port, the locality of catch then being deemed 
of little importance, the whole of the skins were entered on their reports as being 
from Bering Sea and were classified in oar statistical books as such, and which is 
perfectly accurate, so fur as the actual number of skins landed was concerned, and 
which agree with the tabulated returns. (Table A, page 205, of the report of the 
Bering Sea Commission, 2l8t June, 189J.) 

Since the receipt of your letter of the 19th of September last, I have examined the 
log books and papers of the various sealers as to the exact number of skins taken 
by those 11 vessels in the vicinity of Copper Island, and after many interviews with 
masters and owners, much delay, and patient inquiry, I am now able to present to 
you }in accurate report of the result of their sealing operations while in the neigh- 
borhood of the Commanderosky Islands in 1891, which was : 



liTame of Mhooner. 



Namber 
of skins. 



Bemarks. 



C.H. Tapper 

Viva 

Beatrice 

Ocean Belle 

Oscar and Hattie 

Maud 8 

Eatherine 

Penelope.... 

Teresa 

Geneva 

XJmbrina 

Total '. 

Borealls (catoh near Knrile Islands) 

Total Aaiatio oatoh 



874 
781 
800 
1,170 
1,062 
6U6 
624 
541 
887 
148 
264 



Copper Island. 

Doi 
TkK 
TkK 
Dow 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



6,106 
800 



6,606 



The schooner BorealUt after her return to this port on the 31st August, was char- 
tered by a man named Hansen and went from here to the Rnrile Islan£, and returned 
late in the fall with 399 skins. These figures are given in the above statement as 
belonging properly to the Asiatic side. Therefore the figures for the season of 1891 
are as follows : 

Lower coast catch ^ 3,565 

Sand Point or Upper coast catch ^ 17,162 

Bering 8ea» 22,293 

Copper Islands (Asiatic)' 6,196 

Kurile Islands* S99 

Total 49,651 

Taken by Indians on British Columbia coast 1,953 

It will be seen by the fignres above given that the actual number of skins taken 
in 1891 within the area of the Paris award was 43,020, and 6,595 were taken on the 
Asiatic side, outride of the award area. 

By the returns of 1894 yon will observe that the total catch of seals within the 
area now covered by the Paris award was as follows : Eastern side Pacific Ocean, 
including Bering Sea, 38,044. 

The foregoing figures relate solely to British vessels, but in the year 1891 the 
American schooner City of San Diego landed at this port 641 skins taken on the east- 
em side of Bering Sea, which should be added to the catch taken by British vessels, 
because they were landed here, making the total catch of seals landed at Victoria, 
taken in that year within the area of the Paris award, 43,361, and in comparing the 
year 1891 with 1894 the result is as follows: Total skins obtained within the area of 
the Paris award in 1891, 43,661; in 1894, 38,044, making 5,617 more skins in 1881 thftn 
in 1894. 

It mast be taken into consideration that the vessels in 1891 were very early in the 



^ Paris award area. 



'Aslatio. 
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aealinf; season warned ont, and had to leave Bering Sea, the larger nnmber being 
compelled to rolinqaish their sealing operations in July, for had the vessels remained 
until August, with the good weather such as prevailed^ the catch of 1891 would have 
been much larger. 

The nnmber of British vessels engaged in sealing within the area of the Paris 
award in the year 1891 was 50. The nnmber of vessels engaged in seizing within 
the area of the Paris award in 1894 was 59. 

The foUowing statement shows the number of American vessels which cleared from 
American ports on sealing voyages (vide p. 206, United States No. 2, 1893, Report of 
the Bering Sea Commission, 21st June, 1892: San Francisco, 28 * ; Port Townsend, 9; 
Astoria, 2; San Diego, 2; other ports, 5. 

Therefore, taking the American statement as taken from their custom-house books, 
exhibits the fact that 41 American vessels were engaged in sealing in the year 1891, 
and this number, added to 50 British vessels similarly employed (see returns, 1891), 
plainly shows that the entire fleet, British and American, consisted of 91 vessels in 
the year 1891, and it is incomprehensible how the United States authorities place the 
number at 115 for 1891. 

The sealinflr retnms from this port, which I think are beyond question, show that 
in the year 1894 there were engaged in sealing 59 British vessels, sailing from British 
Columbia ports (see sealing returns, 1894), and according to the American statement 
the entire sealing fleet, British and American, numbered ^ vessels for 1894 ; deducting 
therefrom the 59 British vessels would leave 36 United States vessels so employed. 

You will find on examination of the sealing returns for the year 1894 that the crews 
and equipment of the vessels were considerably increased in comparison with the 
same in 1891, and you will likewise observe that in 1894 the greater nnmber of seala 
were taken on the Japan coast. 

It was estimated, with uncertainty, that the American catch in 1891 approximated 
10,000, and this added to our British catch, 49,615, would make 67,615, or, in ronnd 
numbers, 68,(X)0 skins. 

The returns for the year 1894 exhibit the fact that the following-mentioned number 
of skins were taken by British vessels on the Asiatic side (outside award area), viz : 

Japan coa«t 48,998 

Copper Island 7,437 

Total, 1894 (Asiatic) 1 56,430 

Within Paris award area, 1894 38,044 

Total, 1894... 94,474 

In following the argument advanced by the United States, on pa^^e 3 in the extract 
yon send me, it is apparently admitted that our figures of the catch in 1894, within 
the Paris award area, is correct. 

But it appears by United States Treasury Department tables, the details of which 
were mentioned in Mr. Greshani's note of 23d January, that there were taken 6,836 
skins by American vessels, the locality of catch being undetermined. 

I can not understand why it should be assumed by the United States Government 
that 6,152 skins, taken from those whose location of catch was undetermined, and 
added to those taken within the award area, when it is well known that the greater 
number of United States vessels went to Japan waters to engage in sealing in 1894. 

It appears to be well known that there were few American vessels sealing in the 
North Pacific within the award area in 1894, as stated, the greater number having 
gone to Japan waters, for in the past a number of these usually visited this port for 
supplies, and to dispose of their skins, and I became aware of their movements: 
thereforeit appears tome unjustifiable to assign 90 per cent of the undetermined 
catch in 1894 to the award area. 

In regard to the statement made relative to the evidence taken before the Tribunal 
at Paris that the nnmber of seals killed but not recovered was from two to five times 
as many as those secured. This is to me an extraordinary statement to introduce into 
the matter under consideration, and one which I can not concede in any way, for I 
am assured that as the seasons go by the seal hunter improves in skill and dexterity 
in pursuing the seal, and owners and masters are now so careful in selecting tliose 
competent to hunt that they will employ only those skillful as seamen and hunters. 

Tliere is no doubt that the lack of success of many American vessels is a good deal 
due to obtaining unskilled hunters and seamen, principally in San Francisco, while 
our sealers are very intelligent and competent men, mostly domiciled here, and to tell 
them that they lose from two to five times as many seals as they secure would amuse 
them. 

Regretting tliat this has been so long delayed, I have, etc. 

A. R. MiLNK, Collector, 

^ The steamer Thistle, being a British vessel, not included in above, 
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Return of the numher ofekins taken by British veseels an the AHatie Me (outside award 

area) for the year 1894, 



Name ol' Bcbuouers. 


Tons. 


BritiHh 

Columbia 

coast. 


Japan 
coast. 


asSd! 


Bering 
Sea. 


Total. 


Victoria vesieli. 
Aflmea McDonald 


107 
75 

113 
82 
86 
41 
66 
37 

100 
76 
63 
46 

ISO 
04 
96 
69 

180 

159 
21 
99 
9S 
81 
58 
88 
19 
25 
93 
63 
43 
40 
97 
58 
73 
46 
23 
83 
81 
86 
70 
66 
39 
56 
81 

109 
38 
16 
63 

SI 

48 
60 
92 
99 

60 
68 
76 
25 

49 
51 




1,707 


471 




2,178 
2, 124 


Auioko 


467 


1.667 


AmiIa f!. MnnrA 


1,497 

1,197 

693 


531 


2, 028 

1.288 

931 


Axmie £. Paint 




01 

217 

1,160 

1,149 


Arletla 




21 


^ nroTA T--»-t.,,»T-T---t T 


858 
803 


1,618 
1 462 


Beatrice 






Boroalia 


2,383 
1,947 
1,926 
1,304 
1,961 
2,584 
2,118 
1.254 


343 


2,726 
1,947 
1.926 
1,554 


Brendft * 






Carlotta G. Cox 








Casco 




250 
433 




City of San Dieeo 






2,894 
2,584 
2,118 
1,568 


liiMa .^....!.:.:;;: 






Dora Siewerd 








E.B.MarYin 




814 




Enterprise 


606 


1,240 
646 


1.846 

1,567 

92 


FaToorite 


911 




Fawn 


92 




Fisher Maid 


96 
1,092 


81 
558 




177 


Florence M.Smith 






1,650 


Geneva 


315 

79 

269 


767 
867 
1,059 
634 
560 


1.082 


Henrietta 






946 


^AtAKftthArine ... 






1,328 
634 


Kilmeny 






-RfTmAiiy 


308 






868 


Labrador 


1,010 

1,909 
874 
558 

1,843 
925 

1,603 


200 

86 

250 


1,210 


Libbie 




457 


2,452 


Mary Ellen 




1,124 


Marv Tavlor 




545 


1,103 


MiSot!:!..:;:::::::::::::::::::::.:::::. 




86 
197 
505 


1.429 


Maud S 






1,122 


May Belle 






2,108 


Mermaid 


488 
175 


1,666 


2,153 
175 


Minnie 






Mountain Chief 


530 
1.733 
1.014 
1.806 


274 
176 
623 
296 
1,263 




804 


Ocean Belle 






1,909 


Oscar and Hattie 






1,637 


Otto 






1,602 
1,681 


Penelope 


418 




Pionce 


1,043 
1,783 


856 


1,889 
1,954 


Rosie Olaen 




171 


Sadie Tnrpel 


20 
535 
170 

34 


849 

2,105 

668 

377 


869 


SanJos6.Tr. 






2,640 
838 


Sannhire 






wiiicy liSSff 






411 


Shelby 


1,102 


i26 


1,222 

4,560 

2,801 

909 


Teresa 


1,320 


3,240 

60 

909 

195 


Triumph 


2,588 


153 


TJmbrina 




Tentore 




1,075 

1,437 

710 

606 

1.471 




2,270 


"Vera. - .-. .• 






1,437 


Viva 








710 


W.P. Hall 




85 




641 


IV.P.Savward 




672 
1,749 


2,143 

2,440 

400 


Walter A. Earle 


691 

400 

3,089 




Walter L. Rich 






Wanderer 








8,989 


Vancouver vsuels. 
Beatrice 


1,703 






1,703 
357 


CD. Rand 


367 
















Total 




11,708 


48,993 


7.437 


26,841 


94,474 
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Catch of British Columlna 8cho(mers in the tidnity of Copper liland ofW <Vy wer^ 
"~ * ~ ^Xatia sUi«m»nt voiik Bffr\it^9 8ea 



warned out of Bering Sea, 1891, and inoluded in iaiuU 
eatch. 



Name of schooner. 

f 


Knmbcr 
ofskiqa. 


Bemarks. 


C. H. TiiDDer 


874 
781 
800 
1,170 
1,002 
605 
024 
641 
887 
148 
254 


Copper laland. 


Viva 


Beatrice 


Do. 


Ocean Belle 


Do. 


Oscar and Hattie 


8S 


Maud S 


Eatberine 


Do. 


Penelope 


Do. 


Teresa 


Do. 


Oeneya , 


Do. 


Umbrina - -- --- -- 


Dow 








Total 


6,196 
890 




Borealis catcb near 


Eurile Tslands t r--- ,, r-- 






icoatoh 




Total Asiat 


6,696 











June 13, 1896. 

Sib: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your note of June 
9, inclosing a note dated Jane 4 from the British ambassador to yonr- 
self. Sir Julian's note is in reply to your letter of June 6, ls96, I 
have carefally considered the same and have the honor to give the fol- 
lowing r^snm^ of the correspondence leading np to said letter. 

On January 23, 1895, the late Secretary Gresham in a communication 
to the British Government, stated that the slaughter of seals at sea in 
1894, both American and Asiatic, was unprecedented in the history of 
pelagic sealing. 

On May 17, 1895, the British Foreign Office by letter denied this 
statement, making the further assertion that in the season of 1891, 
12,000 more seals were killed from the American herd than in 1894. 

On June 24, 1895, you replied to the foreign office, calling to its 
attention a serious error in the returns cited by it to justify the above 
denial. This error consisted in the fact that in the figures cited by the 
British foreign office for 1891 in said letter (British vessels, 49,615; 
American vessels, 18,000; total, approximately, 68,000) there were in- 
cluded 8,432 seals killed from the Asiatic herd on the western side of 
Bering Sea by British and American vessels, warned from the eastern 
side by American cruisers under the modus vivendi. Of these seals 
6,616 were estimated by you to have been killed by British vessels, and 
1,816 by American vessels. You further pointed out that by deducting 
these Eussian seals, there was left a total of 59,568, as the corrected 
pelagic catch for 1891; that, on the other hand, adding to the United 
States official figures of the catch for 1894 (55,686), the estimated num- 
ber of skins taken from the American herd contained in the 6,836 skins 
landed at American ports and classed as ^* undetermined" in the 
American returns, there was left a total of 61,838 as the catch of 1894, 
fully sustaining the contention of your predecessor that the catch from 
the American herd of 1894 exceeding that of 1891 or any previous year. 

The British ambassador in his letter of June 4, 1896, incloses a report 
from the collector of customs at Victoria. This report discloses the 
fact that the original official returns of the British Government for 
1891, upon which the said Government based the above mentioned 
denial, were in error, as claimed by you, in that they included, as a 
part of the catch, from the American herd some 6,595 seals killed by 
11 British vessels in Uussian waters from the Asiatic herd. 
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Kotwitbstandingthis admitted error, the original denial of tbe Brit- 
ish Government is still maintained in said letter of Jane 4. Sir Julian 
calls attention therein to the facts that in the return of the pelagic 
catch for 1894, the Indian catch off the BritiRh Columbian coast (3,989) 
was included; he claims, therefoi*e, that the Indian catch of 1891 should 
also be added to the returns of that year. This catch he states to be 
1,953 skins. It should be noted, however, that although the report of 
the British Commissioners (Appendix F) contained in the proceedings 
of the Paris tribunal, does give 1,953 skins as purchased from the 
Indians at Victoria in 1891, in addition to those killed at sea by British 
vessels, yet the official report for 18i)l of the Canadian department of 
marine and fisheries, page 171, states the total catch of Indians in 
canoes to be only 494. Assuming, however, the figures 1,953 to be cor- 
rect, and adding these figures to the corre<;ted British returns as shown 
by your letter of June 24, the total pelagic catch would be 61,521 for 
1891, while that of 1894 was 61,838; thus even on the British conten- 
tion the catch of 1894 was larger than in 1891. 

Sir Julian in his letter deduces the conclusion from the report of the 
collector at Victoria that in 1891 7,570 more skins were taken by British 
vessels than in 1894. Tour original statement, however, was not con- 
fined to British vessels, but to the total pelagic catch, both of British 
and American vessels. 

The estimate of the number of American herd skins in the 6,836 skins 
entered at American ports as *< undetermined," contained in your let- 
ter of June 24, is also disputed in said letter of Sir Julian. It is 
respectfully submitted, however, that said estimate is substantially 
correct. It was reached by dividing the said 6,8<'iG skins in the same 

i proportions between the American and Asiatic herds as the other skins 
anded at American ports where the location was definitely determined. 
It would thus appear that your proposition that the slaughter of 
seals from the American herd in 1894 was greater than in 1891 is 
maintained. 

As regards the number of vessels employed in the seal fisheries in 

1891, the number stated, 115, was obtained from the appendix to the 

United States Government's case before the Paris tribunal, volume 1, 

page 591, and is believed to be as accurate a statement as can be made. 

Seispectfully, yours, 

Ghables S. Hamlin, 

Acting Secretary, 
The SSOBETABY OF STATE. 



Jtjnb, 13, 1896. 
Sib: Farther instructing you as to the scientific investigation to be 
made by you of the present condition of the fur-seal herd on the Pribilof, 
Commander, and Knrile islands, I have the honor to state that Prof. 
D'Arcy W. Thompson and Mr. James M. Macoun have been designated 
by the British Oovernment and Canadian government, respectively, to 
make an independentinvestigation relative to the samesubject. Having 
found it impracticable to rely upon the ordinary means of reaching the 
ftir-seal islands, they have been ofi;*ered and have accepted transporta- 
tion and accommodations on board the steamer Albatroee, and will be 
granted the same fS^cilities as yourself and party for conducting their 
independent investigations. As regards the investigation on behalf of 
the United States Government, you are charged with the arrangements 
of the details both of the field work and of the work to be performed by 
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the gentlemen designated to assist yon, reliance being placed npon 
joor judgment to utilize to the best advantage the means supplied for 
accomplishing the objects of the expedition. You are authorized to 
direct the members of your party to act conjointly with you on all mat- 
ters, or you may assiffQ them severally to the study of separate subjects, 
or to different localities, as you consider most expedient. The advisa- 
bility is suggested for your consideration of sending one of your party 
upon the Albatross to the Kurile and Eobben islands. Should you 
need transportation during such absence of the Albatross^ the com- 
mander of the Bering Sea patrol fleet, Oaptaln Hooper, will be instructed 
to render you every facility. 

Your final report will be expected to relate more specifically to the 
group of seals which resort to the Pribilof Islands, but the Asiatic 
herd may be investigated to such extent as seems advisable in order to 
afford the opportunity for instituting comparisons irom which important 
deductions may be reached. 

The principal object of this investigation is to determine by precise 
and detailed observations, first, the present condition of the American 
fur-seal herd; second, the nature and imminence of the causes, if any, 
which appear to threaten its extermination ; third, what, if any, bene- 
fits have been secured to the herd through the operation of the act of 
Congress and act of Parliament based upon the award by the Paris 
Tribunal of Arbitration; fourth, what, if any, additional protective 
measures on land or at sea, or changes in the present system of reg- 
ulations as to closed season, prohibited zone, prohibition of firearms, etc., 
are required to insure the preservation of the far-seal herd. 

Your inquiries should furthermore be extended, in so far as the time 
and circumstances permit, to embrace the consideration of all important 
questions relating to the natural history of the seals, both at sea and 
on the islands, with special reference to their bearing upon the sealing 
industry. 

Your attention is specially directed to the following questions which 
should be treated in your report. 

(1) The effect of pelagic sealing in the North Pacific Ocean and Bering 
Sea u])on the fur-seal herd, due account being taken of the classes of 
seals killed. 

(2) What effect, if any, has the annual removal of bachelor seals, 
which has taken place on the Pribilof Islands, had upon the fur-seal 
herdt 

The solution of these two questions involves a study of the entire 
subject of the relations of the two sexes and the proportion of the male 
seals required to be preserved in order to maintain the stability of the 
herd. 

(S) Whether killing on land or sea has interfered with the regular 
haoits and occupation of the islands by the herd, or has operated to 
reduce the strength of the seal race as a whole by a natural selection t 

(4) The propriety of existing methods of driving seals from the 
hauling grounds to the killing grounds, culling, and other practices 
connected therewith! 

(5) The cause of the destruction of nursing pups upon the islands! 
During the seasons of 1894 and 1895 about 20,000 and 30,000 dead pups, 
respectively, were found upon the islands. You should specially con- 
sider the causes of their death, whether from starvation or other cause, . 
preserving specimens whenever practicable. 

(6) The extent, date, and causes or mortality on the islands of seal? 
of all classes! 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 379 

(7) The breeding habits of the seals, with special reference to the age 
at which the females begin and cease to breed, and the frequency of 
breeding, whether annually or at longer intervals f 

(8) The condition of female seals taken at sea as to nursing and preg- 
nancy f 

(9) The distance which the several classes of seals go from the 
islands, and the direction which they take in search of food or rest at 
different times daring the season! 

(10) The actual decrease, if any, in the number of seals in each class 
on the Pribilof Islands which has occured during the past year, and 
also since the year 1890, and since the year 1870 f A careful census of 
the rookeries should be taken this season for comparison with the enu- 
meration made in 1895 and previous years. 

(11) An examination of the question as to the character of the food 
of fur seals. 

(12) Whether the Pribilof Islands herd of fur seals intermingle with 
the Asiatic herds of the Commander or Kurile islands. 

(13) Whether nursery seals nurse other than their own pups on the 
islands? 

These latter questions are merely suggestions to guide you in your 
examination and report. 

I have the honor, etc, 

Chaelbs S. Hamlin, 

Acting ^Secretary. 

Dr. David S. Jordan, 

Palo Alto, Cal. 



June 13, 1896. 

SiE : I have the honor to inform you that Prof. David S. Jordan, presi- 
dent of 'the Leland Stanford Junior University, has been appointed to 
conduct a scientific investigation of the fur-seal herds in accordance 
with the joint resolution of Oongress, approved June 8. There have 
been detailed to assist in this investigation the following gentlemen: 
Lieut. Commander Jeflferson F. Moser; Leonhard Stejneger, esq. 5 F. A. 
Lucas, esq., both of the National Museum, and Gharles H. Townsend, 
of the United States Fish Commission. The United States Fish Com- 
mission steamer Albatross hus also been assigned for this purpose. 

I have the honor to request that you send to Professor Jordan, care 
United States Fish Commission steamer Albatross, Seattle, Wash., a 
copy of the Foreign Eelations of the United States for 1895, part 1; 
also copy of the proceedings, 14 volumes, before the Paris Tribunal of 
Arbitration, published under the auspices of the State Department. 

I shall be able to advise you to-morrow when the Albatross will sail 
in order that you may communicate with the British Government as to 
the gentlemen who are to take passage thereon, in behalf of said 
Government. 

Respectfully, yours, 

C. S. Hamlin, Acting Secretary. 

The Seobbtaby of State. 
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Department of State, 
Washingtonj June 12^ 1896. 

SiB: Referring to yoar letter of the 27th of September last, relative 
to a report received by you from Capt. G. L. Hooper, of the Hevenae- 
Ciitter Service, commanding the Bering Sea fleet, concerning the circam- 
stances attending the seizure of the British sealing schooner Beatrice^ 
and with reference also to the subsequent correspondence on the sub- 
ject as noted below, I have the honor to inclose for your information 
and consideration a copy of a note of the 9th instant, from the British 
ambassador at this capital in regard to the matter of prosecuting an 
api>eal in the case. 

Yon will observe that the ambassador states that Her Majesty's Oov- 
erument does not consider that it would be justified in proceeding with 
an a))peal unless this Government is prepared to bear the cost of pursu- 
ing it and to satisfy any damages which the court of appeal may award. 

Awaiting an expression of your views in regard to the subject, I have 
the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 



The Seobetaby of tue Tbeasubt. 



BlOHABD OLNET. 



[locloftnres.] 

No. 208.] DSPARTMBNT OF STATE, Wotikingian, October 1, 1896. 

Excellkncy: I hare the honor to inform you that from a report dated the 2lBt 
nltimOy received at the Treaeary Department from Capt. C. L. Hooper, R.C.S., com- 
manding the Bering Sea fleet, it appears that on the morning of Angatt 20 last, in 
latitude 54^ 54' 03'' north, longitude 168<^ 31' 21" west, the British sealing schooner 
Beatriee, of Vanconver, was hoarded hy two ofiScers from the revenue steamer Rush 
and found to have 147 seal skins on board, while her official log recorded but 64, and 
that 4 of the skins showed evidence that the seals had been shot, and that he seissed 
the Beatrice, her tackle, cargo, etc., for violations of the fifth article of the regula- 
tions of the Paris award, set forth in the British act of Parliament known as the 
Bering Sea award act, 1894. 

In view of the report made by Captain Hooper as to the shooting of seals, the 
Treasury Department has instructed that officer to prepare and file an amended 
declaration with the commander of H. M. S. Pheaeanif specifying the killing of seals 
with firearms by the crew of the Beatrice in Bering Sea in violation of the sixth 
article of the regulations referred to and of the Bering Sea award act. 
I have the honor, etc., 

Richard Olnxy. 

His Excellency Sir Juuan Paunckfotb, G. C. B., G. C. M. G. 



No. 361.] Department of State, Waehingtan, April S, 1896. 

Excellency: Adverting to my note of October 1 last, I have the honor to request 
that Her Maiestv's Government will direct that an appeal be taken to the proper 
court from the decision of the British Columbian coart in the case of the British 
sealing schooner BeaU-icCf of Vancouver, seized by the United States revenue cutter 
Buihy on August 20, 1895, for violation of the regulations of the Paris award and the 
Bering Sea award act of 18(M. 

I have the honor, etc., Richard Olney. 

His Excellency Sir Julian Paunckfote, G. C. B., G. C. M. G. 



Washington, April 7, 1896. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note, No. 361, of the 3d 
instant, requesting that Her Majesty's Government will direct that an appeal be 
taken to the proper court from the decision of the British Columbian coort in the 
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case of the BritiAh seaJinic schooner Beairicej of Yancoaver, seised bjr the United 
States revenne catter Ruih on Angast 20, 1895, for violation of the regulations of the 
Paris award and the Bering Sea award act of 1894. 

I' have not failed to bring this matter to the notice of Her Majesty's principal 
secretary of state for foreign affairs. 
I have the honor, etc., 

JUUAN PaUNCSFOTB. 

Hon. Richard Olnet. 



Wabhington, June 9j 1S96. 

Sir: With reference to my note of the 7th April last and to previons correspond- 
ence in regard to the case of the British sealing schooner Beatricdf I have the honor 
to inform yon that I am in receipt of a dispatch from Her Majesty's secretary of 
state for foreign affairs, stating that he has considered, in commanication with the 
secretary of state for the colonies, the request contained in your note to me, No. 361, 
of 3d April, that an appeal shoold be taken from the decision of the British Colnm- 
bian court. 

The Marqaess of Salisbury observes that it will be seen, onreferring^ to the text of 
the Judgment, that the court distinctly stated that the aelay in posting up the log 
was not unreasonable in the circumstances, and further implied that even if the 
proceedings had been taken against the master for a personal penalty under the 
merchant shipping act, a conviction wonld not have been obtained. 

The legal point raised in the judgment is, however, a novel one, and it may be 
desirable to obtain a definite decision from a higher court as to whether the penalty 
for infringing ti^e regulation requiring the entry in the official log book of particu- 
lars of every seal-fishing operation is determined by section 1 (2) of the Bering Sea 
award act, 1894, or by toe provisions of the merchant shipping act as to the keeping 
of logs. 

The intention of section 1 (3) of the Bering Sea award act would seem to have 
been to compel the keeping of logs by small seal-fishing vessels which are not 
required by the merchant shipping act to do so, rather than to define the penalty for 
breach of the award regulation, which prescribes special lo^ entries ; and it would 
seem to have been contemplated that the vessel should be liable for any breach of 
these regulations. 

But the decision as regards the case of the Beatrice appears to Her Majesty's Gov- 
ernment to have been substantially in accordance with justice, and if an appeal is 
to be taken in order to settle the above point it would not, in their opinion, bo fair to 
throw upon the owners of the vessel the trouble and cost of defendiug the appeal. 

I am instructed by the Marquess of Salisbury to state to you that for the reasons 
briefly indicated above, Her Majesty's Government do not consider that they would 
be justified in proceeding with an appeal unless the United States Government are 
prepared to bear the cost of pursuing it and to satisfy any damages which the court 
of appeal may award. 
I have, etc., 

Julian Pauncefotb. 

Hon. Richard Olnbt. 



Department of State, WaehingUm, June it, 1896. 
Excellency: With reference to my note to you of the 1st of October last, in rela- 
tion to the seizure of the British sealing schooner Beatrieef and to the subsequent 
correspondence concerning the subject, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your note of the 9th instant, in regard to the question as to an appeiQ of the case, 
and to inform you that the matter is receiving consideration. 
I have the honor, etc., 

Richard Olnet. 
His Excellency Sir Juuan Pauncefote, G. C. B., G. C. M. G. 



June 16, 1896. 
Sib: I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Jane 12, inclos- 
ing a copy of a note of the 9th instant from the British ambassador 
with relation to yoar request that the decision of the coart in the case 
of the British sealing schooner Beatrice be appealed from. In said 
letter the British ambassador states that Her Majesty's Government 
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does not consider that it will be justiiied in proceeding witk an appeal 
uDless this Qoverninent is prepared to bear the costs of the same and 
to satisfy any damages which the court of appeals may award. 

CTnder these oircamstances, I am of the opinion that our request for 
an appeal should not be pressed. My object in asking that this appeal 
be taken was because of the action of the court in referring the case 
to arbitrators to assess the damages to which the sealing schooner was 
entitled on account of the seizure thereof. I assume that the United 
States Government will in no event be liable for the amount found due 
by such a tribunal, it not having been a party to the case. 

On this assumption I b%se my opinion that it would be unwise to 
press for an appeal, thereby becoming a party to the case. 
Eespectfidly yours, 

G. S. Hamlin, Acting Secretary, 

The Seorbtaby of State. 
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[BEFOBTB OF AGEHTS FOB THS PBaiEGTlOK OF THE 8ALM0K FISHEBIE8 OF 

ALASKA.] 

REPORT OF SPECIAL AGENT PRACHT. 

Washington, 1). C, January 19, 1893. 

Sir: Iu accordance with the terms of my instructious, dated August 
10, 1892, 1 have the honor to submit herewith a statement of my work 
for the partial seasou of 1892.^ 

A more extended report was made impracticable by the lateness of 
the action of Congress in making the necessary appropriation for the 
protection of the salmon fisheries of Alaska. The delay thus enforced 
upon the agent made it impossible to leave for the scene of my labors 
until the sailing of the September steamer for Alaska. 

Immediately upon my arrival at Sitka, I caused to be published a 
<< notice to packers of salmon within the district of Alaska," securing 
300 extra copies of the issue of the newspaper containing it, and the 
same has been placed iu the hands of every owner, agent, or manager 
having connection with the salmon fisheries of Alaska. The same is 
herewith attached, marked Appendix A. 

By rapid traveling, made possible by my thorough knowledge of the 
numerous waterways, I succeeded in visiting all but two of tbe canner- 
ies operated in southeast Alaska during the past season, having pre- 
arranged meetings with the managers of those that I was not able to 
reach before the cessation of active operations. 

JIABRICADES AND OBSTRUCTIONS.. 

Within the letter and the spirit of the law, barricades or other obstruc- 
tions, such as are described in the act of Congress approved March 2, 
1889, copy of which is hereto attached (see Department Circular No. 
131, Appendix A), were reported to me to have existed in a number of 
streams, and evidences of such having been removed previous to my 
visit were found by me at a number of points. Without exception, all 
the responsible managers cited to me that if the law was impartially 
enforced, the corporations having the larger interests would hail the 
result with satisfaction, and the assurance from the agent that all would 
be brought within the strict pale of the law led to general acquiescence. 

In the larger streams, such as the Stikine, Unuk, Taku, Chilkoot, 
and Chilkat, effective barricades are a practical impossibility. Where 
tried, the forces of nature, such as drift and freshets, have carried them 
out. In several of these streams, traps connected with the shore have 
been used, but, as such have not extended into or beyond the (channel, 
no obstruction can be said to have been maintained. In arriving at 
this conclusion, I have the advice of the United States attorney, Hon. 
Charles S. Johnson, Sitka, to whom was referred the case of the alleged 
obstruction of the Chilkat River. 

In the smaller streams, however, the partial or complete obstruction, 
by means of fences, dams, fish wheels, or traps, has been more success- 



»This report h«i8 been printed in Senate Document No. 31, Fifty -second Congress, 
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fully maintained, and, while all such operated by white men had been 
removed previous to my expected arrival, the evidences to me were 
conclusive as to their previous existence. In most instances, the fact 
being known that an officer to enforce the law was appointed was suffi- 
cient to cause a hasty removal of all such obstructions as were unlawful, 
and I am led to believe that for the latter part of the season the salmon 
had unrestricted passage to the lakes which constitute their breeding 
grounds and which find their outlet to the ocean through the smaller, 
clear- water streams. 

The most successful obstructionists of these small salmon rivers are 
the natives themselves. Those having proprietary rights to a salmon 
"chuck" find no difficulty in disposing of all the salmon they may 
deliver at the nearest canning establishment, and with them the first 
move is to barricade the stream a short distance above its mouth or 
just above the confluence of the tides with the current, so that seining 
for the mass of fish struggling to ascend the river is a matter of little 
labor and productive, to the native fishermen, of desirable results. To 
reach these violators of the law is practically impossible. The natives 
are mostly impecunious, and the collection of a fine is impracticable to 
a degree. 

In this connection, and also to enable the officer having charge of this 
work to reach the more numerous and irresponsible violators of a law 
which they do not entirely comprehend, it is, in my opinion, necessary 
to revise and amend the law, so that an alternative punishment, by means 
of imprisonment, can be inflicted by the court. I am led to believe, as 
the result of formal interviews with several representatives of more pre- 
tentious establishments than those controlled by the natives, that the 
payment of the fine of $250 imposed by the present law would not be 
considered an insuperable hardship, and that in the height of the " run" 
it would be to theli* advantage to pay the fine, " if convicted," rather 
than lose the fish. 

As to the possibilities of conviction under the present jury system of 
Alaska, I will leave the prosecuting attorney to speak for himself. My 
own i)revious experience has led me into the belief that in cases where 
the United States is the plaintiff the average Alaska jury is for the 
defense. 

FISH HATCHERIES. 

Several of the more experienced fishermen have attempted the prop- 
agation of salmon in the streams entirely controlled by them, and others 
are said to be anxious to provide for their future wants by a system of 
spawn hatching if the Government will sanction their means and meth- 
ods. Application to the special agent in charge for permission could 
only result in a reference to the law, which, if interpreted literally and 
enforced impartially, would prevent the maintenance of the necessary 
dams in the hatching streams. A typical hatchery of this class has 
been in operation at the works of Calbreath & Co., at Point Ellis, on 
Kuiu Island, Chatham Straits, which can best be described as follows: 

A dam has been constructed at a point just above extreme high tide, 
with a second dam a short distance above it, with access thereto by a 
suitable passageway, so that a person standing upon the lower dam, 
armed with a scoop net, can dip up the desired salmon from below and 
readily transfer them into the stream above the upper or second dam, 
beyond which there are no further obstructions, and the fish are left 
undisturbed to finish their journey to their breeding waters, never far 
removed. 
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It is estimated that out of 500 female salmon, to which must be added 
the requisite number of milters, there will be fry enough to furnish all 
the adult salmon required for such a cannery as the one operated by 
them (since burned)^ estimated at 15,000 cases of 48 tins each, holding 
one x>ound each, and yet make provision for the loss of young and adult 
fish from natural causes before it is time for them to return to propa- 
gate their kind in turn. There is much force in the assertion on the 
part of experienced fishermen that the unrestricted passage upstream 
of the hordes of ravenous trout, which always follow the run of salmon, 
is productive of more damage to the issue of the breeding salmon than 
all other causes combined, and that by a system of hatcheries, such as 
devised and operated at Point Ellis, the trout will not be able to ascend 
the streams, and a much larger percentage of the ova will hatch out* 

THE SALMON AND HIS ENEMIES 

Beginning with the trout, which follows the breeding salmon into the 
mountain streams and lakes in which he delights, the course of life for 
the salmon is uncertain and erratic. His enemies are numerous, and 
each in its way more than his match. If the male salmon succeeds in 
fighting ofif the trout and protects his mate while she deposits the ova 
in some apparently secure crevice in the rocks or in a hole scooped out 
of the bottom gravel with his battered nose, and again covered from 
sight, it is not yet safe from the marauding instinct of the sea gull and 
the pernicious search of the ^^ saw-bilP duck. If escaping both of these, 
and in the early days of spring, the bunches of young fry, playing upon 
the surface of the water while drifting out to sea, escape the frequent 
dives of the kingfisher, they are in danger of being gulped by the schools 
of herring which come up into some of the estuaries to meet them; or, 
if by maneuvering along the shore in the reeds and grasses, a portion 
manages to escape these heretofore unheard-of enemies^ more of them 
are destined to help make a dainty meal for the sea bass, whose upward 
rush scatters the terrified little shiners, whose number is reduced at 
each successive running of the gauntlet. 

Once out to sea, lurking in the protecting fastnesses afforded by the 
rocks, the young salmon is not yet out of danger, furnishing food for 
the "big fish," not excepting the members of his own immediate family. 
Having escaped the teeth of his own kind and grown to a size affording 
protectioii as against them, we might follow him to the feeding grounds 
or banks, where shark and dogfish feast upon him and the members of 
the seal family are in unremitting pursuit. These enemies of the salmon 
follow the schools, when at the age of 4 years they are impelled by 
instinct and the promptings of nature to seek a fresh- water stream for 
purposes of reproduction, and when caught in the gill net of the fisher- 
men, unable to fiee, gorge themselves upon his delicate flesh. In addi- 
tion to these, the birds of the air and beasts of the forests lay in wait 
for him as he appears in the shallows of the streams; the eagle, raven, 
crow, and hawk swoop down upon him from above; and the otter steals 
upon him from his hole in the rocks: the bear wades out among them 
and with a flip of his forefoot throws them out on the shore,^there to be 
devoured at leisure. It would certainly seem that when this valuable 
fish has to contend with so many natural enemies the superior skill of 
man should be held in restraint and wise legislation for his protection 
be enforced. 

THE SALMON PACK OF 1892. 

The entire pack of salmon for the District of Alaska for the season 
just closed is, as is shown by the tables in Appendix B, 457,969 cases, 
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15,252 barrels, and 4,245 half-barrels of salted whole salmou; and of 
salted bellies, 35 barrels and 36 half-barrels. In ordinary parlance, it 
requires 3 barrels of salmon to produce 1. barrel of bellies. 

As it will be seen, the total value of the aggregate pack at the market 
prices ruling in San Francisco, the principal port of distribution, is 
$2,064,340.05. 

Based upon an average of cost of $2.73 per case and $0 per barrel (200 
pounds to the barrel) and $11 for bellies, the profits of the industry, 
while not excessive, are for the season just past fair and satisfactory, 
and several establishments heretofore conducted at a loss are presump- 
tively able to realize dividends this season. Among other causes lead- 
ing to this result are to be mentioned the reduction in operating expenses, 
brought about by the more economical management incident to cooi>er- 
ation through a board of trustees known as the Alaska Packers' Associ- 
ation, and a very considerable falling ott' in the pack of the British 
Columbia canneries, which has resulted in a better market and larger 
demand abroad. Of these markets England and Australia are the 
principal ones. 

TIN PLATE. 

Tin plate, which enters so largely into the cost account of tinned 
salmon, was sold and delivered cheaper to the consumer for the season 
of 1892 than for the two seasons previous, and contracts for deliveries 
for the season of 1893 have been made upon a still lower basis, as will 
be seen by a reference. 

Lowest reported price for season (duty paid, delivered at Sau Francisco and 
Astoria) : 

1891 $l>.80 

1892 5.82i 

1893 5.72 

ALIEN LABOR. 

A large percentage of the labor employed in the principal establish- 
ments is noncitizen. British Columbia and Europe furnish some, but 
the larger proportion are Chinese. The latter are employed principally 
in work requiring great manual dexterity, such as making cans, filling 
cans, labeling, and packing. In some few cases Chinese contractors 
employ native or Indian labor, and in a few minor instances natives 
do all the work usually done by the Chinese, but on the whole the sys- 
tem of contracting with a responsible Chinese firm for a certain num- 
ber of *^ hands" or to put up a pack of a specified minimum number of 
cases for the season meets with the most approval. The introduction 
of improved machinery, which has taken the place of much hand work, 
such as can soldering and can filling, has brought the business within 
such limits as to have a restrictive operation upon the tendency to 
"strike.'' The native fisherman has not been slow to avail himself of 
the strike method as taught him by the more irresponsible European 
laborers, but the cooperative management has apparently had a depress- 
ing effect, and during the season just passed no strikes were reported. 

SALMON STREAMS HELD BY ALIENS. 

During the past season some difficulties arose among the native fish- 
ermen and a party of fishermen from British Columbia headed by an 
educated half-breed from Victoria. Complaint being made to me, I 
referred the matter to the United States attorney for his action and 
his decision has had the tendency to discourage any further irruption 
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of like character. Upon this matter I also corresponded with the 
Treasury Department, and in Appendix C will be found a copy of the 
correspondence. 

FISHING INDUSTRIES OTHER THAN SALMON. 

While salmon heads the list as ^rmong the productive food fislies of 
Alaska, it is by no means the only profitable industry. A further 
reference to the tables, Appendix D, shows the catch of cod as reported 
by the two concerns engaged in this industry. Explorations by the 
United States Fish Commission steamer Albatross have definitely 
located a number 6f "banks" greater in area than those of Newfound- 
land, upon which feed innumerable codfish of good size and superior 
flavor, and it needs but a market within reach of the distributing point 
of San Francisco to insure a permanent and ample supply. 

As compared with the fisheries of the Atlantic banks, those of the 
Gulf of Alaska and Bering Sea are to all intents and purposes to be 
preferred. The dangers to the fishermen are but few. The loss of a 
dory or a man is so infrequent, and the climatic conditions so favorable, 
as to reduce the risk to a minimum. Much of the fishing is conducted 
from shore stations, located in snug harbors. The men are comfortably 
provided for and well paid. A reduction in freights such as would 
ensue from the completion of an interoceanic canal would, in my esti- 
mation, place at the disposal of the millions of the people of the United 
States east of the Bocky Mountains the delicious quality and inestima- 
ble quantity of the Alaskan codfish. 

OTHER FISHING INDUSTRIES. 

Many of the inlets and lagoons to which access is had from the 
straits, sounds, and gulf of the Alexander Archipelago are, in their 
season, full of herring, smelt, and capelin, and they all have their share 
in the furnishing of the larders of the Alaskan housekeeper. There is 
but one concern engaged in the business of preparing marketable 
product from such sources — the Alaska Oil and Guano Company, located 
at Killisnoo, Admirj^lty Island — and the productions of this concern, 
such as herring oil and fish guano, find a ready sale in the United 
States, Hawaiian Islands, and quite recently shipments by means of 
sailing vessels have been made direct to England. As a fertilizer the 
guano is said to be superior to all others in the production of sugar 
cane, while the oil can be used by special preparation for all the ordi- 
nary purposes to which hnseed oil is put in the prei)aration of paints. 

The output of this concern for the season is given in Appendix B. 

HALIBUT FISHERIES. 

I^early all the inshore banks and sheltered bays contain halibut in 
large quantities, and sporadic efforts have been made to find a market 
for them. Canning has not met with success, but such would come into 
demand were the salmon output much reduced below the present limit. 
The fish when so prepared is delicate and toothsome. An occasional 
schooner has secured a load of fresh halibut, packing same in ice 
obtained from the nearby glaciers, meeting with more or less success 
by shipping same in refrigerator cars from ports on Puget Sound direct 
to New York and Boston. 

Sun-dried or smoked halibut is a staple article of food for the native 
Alaskan during the winter months, and salted napes and lins are 
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esteemed a delicacy by the Caucasian epicure. Some day in the future 
the halibut of Alaska may supply the place of the Greenland article 
now sold in the Atlantic States. The difference in the rate of freights, 
when same are more nicely adjusted to com][)eting circumstances, may 
safely be met by the fact that halibut fishing in Alaskan waters may 
be pursued with safety and comparative comfort during the entire 
season. Some recently discovered grounds in and about Cordova Bay 
and Dixons Entrance, along the southern extremity of Prince of Wales 
Island, have excited attention, and at this time of writing a steam 
schooner {Francis Cutting) is taking a fare, and the visit may result in 
the establishment of a station at or near Cape Muzon. 

EULACHON, on CANDLE-FISH. 

This peculiar fish, a member of the smelt family, has achieved a 
world-wide reputation as the candle-fish of the I^orthwest Indians, and 
derived its peculiar cognomen from the fact that when sun dried or 
smoked it is so rich and oily that the application of flame to one end 
will cause it to burn as would a piece of pitch pine or " lightwood." 

A few years ago a considerable quantity was smoked and shipped by 
a firm then located at old Fort Tongass, but the diflBculty in obtaining 
same in the waters of !N^aas River, the same being in British Columbia, 
made the venture unprofitable. A small quantity is put up in salt 
pickle upon orders, and the natives of the southern end of the Alaskan 
panhandle secure oy purchase and barter from the Tsimpsian Indians 
of British Columbia a considerable quantity of eulachon "grease," 
which takes the place of lard in their domestic economy. At infre- 
quent periods this fish has been known to ascend the Stikine, Unuk, 
and Chilkat rivers, and may frequently be met with among the natives 
at Fort Wrangel, Juneau, and vicinity. Its peculiarity in selecting 
only glacial rivers in its spawning migrations and the fact that it can 
be caught only by the insertion of small-mesh gill nets through holes 
in the ice during the month of February tend to make it exclusive 
and expensive. As the eulachon " grease" is extracted by a system of 
putrefaction, its presence in a native house is indicated to the European 
nostril while he be yet afar off. 

In addition to the foregoing, not less than 10,000 gallons of dogfish 
oil, so called, produced from the liver of the dogfish and shark, was 
extracted by the natives and sent to market through the medium of 
the trading store. This oil, because of its heavy body and freedom 
from grit, is a most desirable lubricant, and finds among the logging 
camps of the Puget Sound region a profitable market a« " skid grease." 
With improved facilities, such as may be assumed will be at the service 
of the special agent during the season of 1893, an exact report of this 
industry may be expected, and for the season of 1892 the sum of $3,000 
can safely be added to the amount heretofore reported, making a grand 
. total of $2,257,939.65 received from the various fishing industries of 
Alaska, as follows: 

Salmon $2,064,340.05 

Codfish.^. 104,062.00 

Herring oil and gaano^ salted herring 86, 537. 50 

Dogfish oil 3,000.00 

Total 2,257,939.55 

Respectfully submitted. 

Max Praoht, 
Special A gent for tlie Protection o/Alasl'an Salmon Fisheries. 
The Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Appendix A. 

Notice to Packbrs of Salmon within the District op Alaska. 

In conformity with instrnctions from the Treasury Department, I desire to refer 
all firms or persons engaged in the taking of salmon within the limits of t|je District 
of Alaska to the following: 

[Circular.— 1892. Department No. 131, dMaion of apecial agents.] 

protection of the salmon fisheries of alaska. 

Treasury Dbpart.ment, Office of the Secretary, 

JVashififfton, D, C, August 10, 189£. 

To the officers of l^e cusloms in the Territory of Alaska and all other persons concerned: 

The attention of the collector of customs and nil officers of the United States in 
the Territory of Alaska, as well as all other persons concerned, is called to the terms 
of an act oi Congress approved March 2, 1892, wherein it is provided: "That tlie 
erection of dams, barricades, and other obstructions in any of the rivers of Alaska, 
with the pnrposo or result of preventing or impeding the ascent of salmon or*other 
anadromons species to their spawning grounds, is hereby declared to he unlawful, 
and the Secretary of the Treasury is nereby authorized and directed to establish 
such regulations and surveillance as may be necessary to insure that this prohibition 
is strictly enforced and to otherwise protect the sahnon fisheries of Alaska; and 
every person who shall be found guilty of a violation of the provisions of this sec- 
tion shall be iined not less than $250 for each day of the continuance of such obstruc- 
tion ; '' and also to an act approved March 3, 1891, entitled "An act to repeal timber- 
culture laws and for other purposes," which provides that the United States reserves 
the right to regulate the taking of salmon and to do all other things necessary to 
protect and prevent the destruction of salmon in all the N\«ter8 of the lands granted 
under said act and frequented by salmon. 

Officers of the customs service and officers appointed to enforce the provisions of 
the law referred to are hereby directed to report all cases of infraction of said laws 
to the United States attorney for the District of Alaska, with a view to the prose- 
cution of offenders- 

A. 1^. Nettleton, 

Acting Secretary, 

And also to the following extracts from the letter of instructions accompanying 
my appointment : 

Treasury Department, Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, D. C, August 10, 1892, 

Sir: Having been appointed as a special agent for the preservation of the salmon 
fisheries in Alaska, you are informed that it will be your duty to ascertain and 
report the location of every salmon cannery or saltery in Alaska; the capacity of 
the same in cases, barrels, half barrels, and kits ; the pack in full for each season ; the 
number of boxes of tin consumed and the cost of same ; the number of employees in 
each cannery or saltery, and the total thereof, segregating whites, natives, Chinese, 
etc., male and female, adults and minors, and whether citizens or aliens. You should 
also include in said report the codfish, herring, herring oil and guano, and other 
such industries. 

I inclose herewith for yonr information a copy of a circular, this date, relating to 
the provisions of the first section of the act approved March 2, 1889, entitled "An 
act to provide for the protection of the salmon hsheries of Alaska.'' It will be your 
duty to enforce the provisions of said act, and to warn all persons who have erected 
dams, or barricades, or other obstructions to remove the same forthwith, and in 
default thereof you will report all the facts with the proper proofs to the Unit-ed 
States attorney for prosecution. 

At the close of the season yon will submit a full report of yonr labors nod the 
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resalt of yonr observations iinder these iDstrnctions, with such reeoramendations as 
you may deem advisable. Your official station will be Sitku. 
Respectfully yours, 

A. B. Nettlkton, 

Acting Secretary, 
Mr. Max Praciit, Washington, 7). C. 

Sitka, Alaska, September 20, 1892. 
A copy of the above "circular" having been properly addressed to the person in 
charge of evenr cannery and saltery within the limits of the district, and the same 
consigned to the custody of the United States mails to be forwarded, all such are 
hereby informed that such is considered sufficient for purposes of "wamine," and 
that proceedings in prosecution will be instituted against all persons found to be 
violating the law. 

Max Pracht, 
Special Agent in Charge. 
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Jlaslca salmon pacl'—aeaeon of i^P;f--Continued. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Ca«e« packed, 457,W», at $4.20 «. $1. 023,469.80 

Barrels salted, 16,252, at $8 122,016.00 

Half barrels salted, 4,246, at $4.26 18,041.25 

Barrels of Wellies salted, 36, at $15 625.00 

Half barrels of bellies salted, 36, at $8 288.00 

Total 2,064,340.05 

Tin plate consumed (40,239 boxes, 108 pounds each) pounds . . 6, 3 17. 812 

Value of tin plate, duty paid, $291,060.60 ; duty nt 2.2 cents per pound 116, 991. 86 

Average cost per box, ilnty paid, for the season of 1892 5. 92. 33 

Average cost of canned salmon, per case of 4 dozen, in 1 -pound tins, delivered at San 

Francisco 2.73 

Note.- Size of sheet of tin plate, 14 by 20 inches; 112 sheets (108 pounds) to a box. A box of tin 
makes 448 cans. The cost, as reported, is duty paid at San Francisco, Astoria, or at the works. The 
rate of duty is 2.2 cents per pound, or $2,376 per box. The amount of drawback allowed upon expor- 
tation equals about 25 cents per case, or $2 per box of tin. 



APPENDIX C. 

Treasury Drpartmbnt, Office of the Sborbtart, 

Wcishington, D. C, January 16, 189S. 
Sir : Referring to yonr report of the 2d nltimO; in relation to disputed claims 
npon Alaska fishery locations and particularly to your inquiry whether or not aliens 
may claim and hold salmon fisheries or control streams that carry salmon in Alaska, 
I inclose herewith for yonr information copv of an opinion^ dated the 28th ultimo, 
of the Acting Solicitor of the Treasury, to wnoni the suhject was referred. 
Respectfully, yours, 

O. L. Spalding, Acting Secretary, 
Mr. Max Pracht, 

Special Agent, Sitka, Alaska, 

Department of Justice, 
Office of the Solicitor of Treasury, 

Washington, D, C, November g8, 1892. 
Sir: Inquiry is made hy Special Agent Max Praohf whether aliens can claim 
and hold salmon fisheries, or control streams that carry salmon, in Alaska f" 

In reply to your reference of said inquiry, I haye to advise you that aliens have no 
Buch riffht. Besides, Congress has reserved to the United States the exclusive right 
to regulate the taking of salmon, and to prevent the destruction of salmon, in Alaska. 
See section 14, act of March 3, 1891 (26 Stat., p. 1095), and act of March 2, 1889 
(25 Stat., p. 1005). 
The letter referred to is herewith returned. 
Very respectfully, 

F. A. Reeve, Act^g Solidiw, 
The Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Appendix D. 



Codfish industry of A laska. 
[Collated by Max Praclit, special agent.] 



Weight. 



I I S I 

Name of company and stations Name of vessels em- tt. 

and trading posts. ployed. g 

! ' ^ 



The McCoUam Fishing and 
Trading Co. : 
Shnmagin Islands, five 
stations ; principal store, 
Pirate Cove. 
Okhotsk Sea, station at 
Petropanlovski. 
Ljmde and Hoacli Co. : 

Sand Point, Popoif Island 



Schooner Czarina, f 210. 000 
three trips during^ 240, 000 
season. I 83,000 

Schooner Hera |125, 000 

Schooner Venture . . 



Tona.\Tont.^ | 
344 310 $50 



385; 
150 
256, 



330 50 
135 5U 
225 50 



Unga, Jiinga I llarkentineFremoDt 

Nelson Island, Sanak Group' '^ • - - 



Company Harbor, Sanak 

Islanif. 
Ikatuk Station, Ikatuk 

Peninsula. 
New Station, Henderson 

Island. 
Squaw Harbor, Red Cove; 

salmon stations. 



Barkentine J. A. 

Falkenbiirg. 
Schooner John Han 

cock. 
Schooner Arago . . . 



6.'>5,0U0 985, 887 50. 



■^1 
I III 



i$94, 350 1 6 



1 "^ 



I 



(t) 



(t) 



[Bbls. 

53 $20.... 
00 20.... 
20, 20.... 
58| 20.... 



♦166 :12.... 



135 20.... 



^ Report not rearly. t Included in the above figures. 

Note.— Pack of 500 barrels included in the salmon statistics. 



: Pickled fish. 



Nttmher of men employed and compensation. 

Total fishermen 142 

Lay per 1,000 fish (including transportation and subsistence) : 

Sli ama gin (} rou p $27. 50 

Other stations 25.00 

Dress gang, \\er nion th 25. 00 

Splitters, per month 60.00 

Salters, per month 50. 00 

RECAPITULATION. 

Total value of dried codfish $94,350 

Total value of pickled codfish 1.992 

Total value of tongues and sounds 6, 520 

Total value of oil 1,200 

Total 104,062 
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Alaska herring fisheries. 
[Statistics collated by Max Pracht, special agent.] 

Corporation AlaHkaOil and Gnano Co. 

Location Killisnoo, Admiralty Island. 

Herring caught 89,220 barrels. 

Product : 

242,050 gallons oil, at 25 cents $60,512.50 

810 tons guano, at $27.50 22,275.00 

1,000 lialfbarrels salted herring 3,750.00 

Total 86,537.50 

Employees : 

White (including mechanics nnd crews of steamers) 49 

Natives (inolu<1iDg lishermen and refinery operatives) 45 

Chinese (mess-honso cookn) 5 

Duration of season, live mouths (August to November, inclu.sive). 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL AGENT LUTTRELL. 

CONDENSATION AND REARRANGEMENT OF DATA EMBODIED IN 
ANNUAL REPORT OF' PAUL S. LUTTRELL, SPECIAL AGENT FOR THE 
SALMON FISHERIES IN ALASKA, YEAR 1893. 

Mr. J. K. Lattrell, the former special agent, had made an extended 
tour through Alaska, visiting the various salmon canneries, and had 
laid the foundation of a complete and exhaustive report upon their con- 
dition, etc. Owing to his death, however, before the latter object had 
been accomplished, his son, Paul S. Luttrell, was delegated to collect 
data from the papers of the late J. K. Luttrell, and to construct there- 
from as complete a report upon the condition of the salmon fisheries as 
was possible. Such report has been submitted, but was somewhat 
prolix, and in form but a verbatim copy of what letters he could find 
bearing upon the salmon packing'industry, and written by various per- 
sons in Alaska upon the solicitation of J. K. Luttrell. It is the pur- 
pose, therefore, to present here, in a compact form, the substance of the 
report. 

SALMON HATCHERIES. 

It is the opinion of the packers on the Karluk River — the greatest 
breeding grounds of the salmon — that the supply of red salmon is 
rapidly decreasing, owing to the increased catch, and that some meas- 
ures should be taken to artificially propagate this species, in addition 
to prohibitory measures. These Karluk River canneries erected a 
hatchery and achieved considerable success in the propagation of the 
salmon spawn, several millions of the young salmon having been 
hatched out. That hatchery, however, is now closed. 

Mr. J. C. Callbreath has also erected a hatchery on Ethalene Island, 
and as the method employed at his hatchery is somewhat dift'erent from 
that usually pursued, a brief statement of his practice is here made: 
His hatchery is located on a small creek, i)ractically useless, because 
tew fish visit it. This creek is the outlet of a small lake. The creek 
is dammed completely across by two dams, one above the other, the 
first 5 feet high, just above tide water, while the other is 15 feet high, 
and 150 yards farther upstream. The hatchery is located between 
these two dams. No fish can pass either of these dams unaided. 
When the salmon try to ascend this stream, they are picked up with a 
dip net and passed over the first dam, leaving behind the trout, bull- 
head, and other fish that prey upon the salmon spawn. Owing to the 
fact, however, that the dams were erected so near salt water, many of 
the salmon, when they reached the barrier, did not attempt to pass, 
but lay in salt water until they were ready to spawn, and when taken 
up their eggs would not hatch out owing to the fact that they " ripened " 
in salt water. The hatchery will be moved to a point immediately on 
the lake, where there is an abundance of fresh water, and where it is 
expected much better results will be attained. As it was, Mr. Call- 
breath turned out over 700,000 young fish, where they had absolutely 
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no enemies until they go back into salt water. The lower dam will 
still be kept in position to exclude the pirate fish. 

The gentleman recommends the passage of a law giving property - 
rights to persons producing fish under these conditions, where it can be 
established that the fifih are the product of private enterprise. 

Bearing in mind the law which forbids obstructions placed over the 
entire width of a stream frequented by salmon, Mr. Oallbreath makes 
a distinction between barricades and dams used as a means of whole- 
sale slaughter of salmon and those placed for the purpose of detaining 
fish until they are ripe, and for preventing interference from pirate 
fishes. The latter class of obstructions, while a violation of the letter 
of existing law, is deemed not a violation in spirit. << Fencing" can be 
done only on small streams, and if but 10 per cent of the usual number 
of salmon were allowed to pass the barricade and spawn undisturbed in 
the waters above, the number of small fry hatched out would be greater 
than if no obstruction were oflfered, and the sea trout and other pirate 
fish allowed to work havoc among the salmon spawn and small fry. 

HABITS OF THE NATIVES. 

The natives, as a class, are intelligent, industrious, and peaceable, 
finding their entire means of support in hunting and fishing. A great 
portion of the lowlands of Alaska have abundant forests of spruce and 
pine, some trees 4 and 5 feet at the butt and running up for a hundred 
feet without a limb. There are excellent facilities for farming and 
herding, the climate being mild and moist. The thermometer seldom 
gets below zero in winter, and 60^ F. is the average for summer. 

While the native male population is engaged in hunting and fishing- 
there being a separate time for each — the women gather various kinds 
of roots, berries, and barks, which are preserved in seal grease, and 
eaten during the winter. The natives around Yukatat Bay catch about 
1,600 hair seal every year, a portion of the flesh of which is dried, while 
the fat is boiled down into grease. Of this great quantities are used, 
everything they eat being cooked with it. They compare it to the 
"Boston man's butter." 

The natives practice both polygamy and polyandry, although but 
few instances of the latter relation exist at present. This is due to a 
peculiar custom in vogue among them, namely, that when one of a mar- 
ried couple dies the relatives of the deceased take all the worldly goods 
the pair might have accumulated and divide them among themselves, 
leaving the survivor nothing but a heavy heart and the clothes on his 
back. To a woman left a widow with a half dozen children this prac- 
tice works great hardship. To guard against this hardship a man gen- 
erally becomes possessed of two wives or more, and when one of them 
dies the surviving wives still remain joint owners of his goods and 
chattels, and the involuntary division of his property among the rela- 
tives of the deceased is thereby avoided. Polygamy, it would seem, is 
a blessing to an industrious native, for on the death of one wife her 
relations can not step in and take away that which he has been a life- 
time in accumulating. 

The Swedish Missionary Society, whose headquarters are at Chicago, 
has been doing good work among these natives — establishing a school, 
and taking among them a number of native children to educate and raise. 
Unfortunately, their main building was destroyed by fire recently, and 
the mission practically closed. But the mission owns a small sawmill, 
and they expect soon to get out the lumber and build up again. 
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THE ^^POTLATCH." 



One of the most carious of the many remarkable customs of the 
natives is the *' iK)tlatch," and a description of it at some length would 
seem not out of place. The meaning of the x>otlatch is very broad, and 
signifies that which is given by one Indian to another, or by one tribe 
to another tribe, whether as a pure present, in payment for an assault 
committed, for an imaginary cause of death, for accidental homicide, 
or for murder. 

In the first case, should a man desire to make himself popular and 
rise in the estimation of his fellows to the dignity of a big chief, he col- 
lects, by great efforts, a considerable quantity of blankets, camphor- 
wood trunks, biscuit, molasses, Cabot W. blankets, etc., and distrib- 
utes everything he has among the other members of the tribe, crowning 
the distribution with a feast, and, if hoocherioo can be obtained, a 
<^ drunk." When all has been consumed, his object has been attained 
and his prominence in the tribe is assured. He is a big man according 
to the size of his potlatch, which is not so barbaroas after all. 

In case of an assault, which is very rare, the friends of the man who 
is worsted will demand a potlatch from the conqueror to salve the 
wounded feelings or disfigured face, and they are always paid without 
regard to the merits in the case. 

To illustrate a potlatch for an imaginary cause of death, there is 
instanced the case of a boy who owned a small skiff and who invited 
other boys to go with him in the skiff after berries. While away they 
all ate of some poisonous root, from the effects of which one of the boys 
died. His relations demanded payment from the father of the boy who 
owned the skiff, their argument being that if the boy had no boat he 
could not have taken the other boys with him, and, of course, none of 
them would have eaten the poisonous root and died. They got the 
lK>tlateh, but it almost resulted in a fight. 

Should an Indian accidentally kill another, his relations are made to 
pay heavily for the death, and if the two principals are members of 
different tribes the demand is much greater, amounting in some actual 
instances to more than $2,000. The whole tribe of the one who did the 
killing assist in the payment. For murder of a male Indian a similar 
payment is required, but if a female is killed a few blankets will suffice. 

A x>otlatch is given upon the demolition of an old house, and also 
after the death of any member of the tribe. But it seems the most 
prolific source of potlatching is the erection of new houses. The loca- 
tion for the new building is selected at a "smoking council" of the 
tribe, after which the erection is commenced, the owner being assisted 
by such members of his tribe as are experts. As it nears completion 
another council is held, at which is decided the date of the potlatch. 
The whole tribe is notified, and each member is expected to contribute 
something toward the potlatch and the subsequent feast. On the 
eventful morning all assemble at the new house, each in his best, with 
the exposed iK)rtions of their bodies covered with paint and further 
embellished with wads of cotton pasted at irregular intervals on the 
face and in the hair. Tlie festivities commence with a dance, the women 
executing a species of side shuffle, while the men augment the enthusiasm 
by stamping their feet. Everybody sings. When the song and danc- 
ing are finished, some one hands up a bolt of calico, or some blankets, 
handkerchiefs, soap, or what not, at the' same time mentioning the 
n^jme of the person or ])ersons to whom the donor desires the present 
to be given. (It is well to mention, parenthetically, that the potlatch 
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presents and feast are given to members of opposite tribea) The pres- 
ent, whatever it may be, is divided or torn into as many portions as 
donees, and then presented, after which more singing and more presents 
until everything is given away. This may last twenty-four or forty- 
eight hours, the women during this time never leaving tlie house, and 
eating nothing save an occasional cracker which may have been pre- 
sented to them, moistening their throats, as they become dry, with the 
juice of tobacco, made moist in a can of water. 

After the potlatch comes the feast. Bice has been cooked and 
seasoned with molasses and seal oil ; boxes of sugar and biscuit opened, 
and an abundance of the omnipresent seal grease provided. Every 
available receptacle, from a washtub to an old tin can, is used for pass- 
ing around the food, and everybody eats until their stomachs r^el, 
go outside, relieve themselves by vomiting, and return to the attack 
until all has been consumed. They know no such thing as stopping at 
an intermediate point. The potlatch and subseiiuent feast must exceed 
the cost of the simple structure in honor of which it is given many times. 

THE ISLAND OF AFOGNAO. 

Mr. A. Lasey, United States deputy surveyor for Alaska, accom- 
panied the late J. K. Luttrell during a greater portion of his travels 
among the various canneries, and especially among those on the Kar- 
luk Biver and on the island of Afognac. Mr. Luttrell had thoroughly 
discussed with him in regard to these canneries, and had communicated 
to him his ideas and the recommendations he would make in his report 
with reference thereto. He therefore presents, upon request, Mr. Lut- 
trelPs ideas and conclusions on the subject of the better protection of 
the salmon fisheries and the proposed establishment of a Government 
hatchery on the island of Afognac. 

This island has been recently condemned and set apart as a Govern- 
ment reservation, the object being to use the same for the purpose of 
a hatchery. It is the second largest island in northwest Alaska, 
containing an area of over 600 square miles. It is mountainous, and 
the lower parts are covered with a thick growth of valuable pine, from 
which most of the small schooners and boats employed in hunting and 
trading have been built. On it far-bearing animals, such as brown 
and black bear, silver-gray fox, and other small game, are found. There 
is on its coast one settlement of about 200 inhabitants, natives and 
Creoles, and has a church, two stores, and a schoolhouse. The popula- 
tion depend for their living on hunting, fishing, and cutting wood for 
export to the more southerly points of Alaska, the peninsula and adja- 
cent islands being entirely devoid of timber, even for domestic purposes. 
On it there are a half dozen canneries, the value of two of which exceed 
$100,000. The Afognac Biver, on which it is intended to erect the 
hatchery, is filled with rapids and natural obstructions, so that the num- 
ber of salmon endeavoring to ascend this river to spawn is compara- 
tively small. The greater i)ortion of the fish caught in Afognac Bay 
are xiassing schools. 

In marked contrast to this is the Karluk Biver and Lake on Kodiak 
Island — the great natural breeding ground of the salmon. Immense 
schools of the fish gather every summer at the mouth of the river, and 
in former years ascended unhindered to the lake. On Karluk Spit, a 
narrow tongue of land at the mouth of the river Karluk, are estab- 
lished 5 first-class canneries and fishing stations, and in close proximity 
on the south side of the river 2 more, making 7 canneries in all. 



Bigitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 401 

TJicse canneries pack away every year from 200,000 to 250,000 cases of 
red salmon, each case requiring on an average 14 fish, makiAg a grand 
total of from 2,000,000 to 2,500,000 salmon caught there every season. 

The owners of these canneries, foreseeing or fearing that a few years 
would bring about a total destruction of the red salmon ifno protective 
measures were adopted, agreed among themselves not to fish on one 
day in each week and on that day to leave open the mouth of the river 
to afford the fish an opportunity of ascending to the lake. In addition, 
they established a first-class hatchery, capable of turning out several 
millions of young fish every season. This hatchery was located on the 
bank of the Karluk Biver at the head of tide water, about 2 miles 
above the canneries. The hatchery, however, has not been in opera- 
tion within the last two years. A very carefal examination of it by 
Messrs. Luttrell and Lasey showed it to be in very good order, requir- 
ing only trifling repairs. A competent person had been employed by 
the canneries to superintend the hatchery, and had for his use a com- 
fortable dwelling house. The experiment proved successful in so far 
as several millions of young salmon were hatched, but later on it was 
found that the water used in the hatchery and obtained from a ravine 
had become surcharged with impurities, covering the young fish with a 
species of parasite, eventually causing death. This difficulty can very 
easily be obviated by leading the waters from the Karluk Eiver to the 
hatchery, a distance of about 300 yards, in an iron pipe or wooden 
flume, at a cost not to exceed $500. 

This hatchery the canneries propose to turn over to the United States 
Government, providing the Government is willing to operate it instead 
of establishing a hatchery on the island of Afognac. 

The object of Mr. Lasey was to make plain that Mr. Luttrell believed 
Afognac Island to be ill chosen as a place for establishing a hatchery. 
Its reservation would entail the destruction of several canneries located 
thereon, the value of two of which is estimated at over 8100,000. These 
canneries have already suffered great pecuniary loss by reason of the 
compulsory closing of their establishments, and it would seem that a 
claim for damages against the Government would properly lie. The 
United States would be obliged to purchase these canneries and other 
Improvements, and the amount necessary therefor would greatly exceed 
$100,000. On the other hand, the owners of the Karluk Eiver can- 
neries have erected and equipped a hatchery, and this these owners 
have agreed to transfer gratis to the Government, and stand ready so 
to do whenever the Government chooses to accept. 

In view of these facts, Surveyor Lasey states that Mr. Luttrell, after 
repeated conferences with the owners of the several canneries, had 
decided to make the following recommendations bearing upon the 
subject: 

First. To abandon Afognac Island as a Government reservation, for 
the following reasons : 

(a) It does not require for the purposes of a hatchery an island con- 
taining an area of over 600 square miles. 

{b) The natural resources of the island, particularly the timber, are 
needed not only by the inhabitants of the Island, but by the whole of 
the peninsula and adjacent islands lying southwest down to Unalaska, 
and the closing of the island would seriously affect the whole country 
and its industries. 

(c) The Government would be obliged to purchase the canneries and 
fishing stations and all improvements existing on the islands, the claim- 
ants of which have already made application for i)atents and depositee 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 26 
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the amount of purchase money in the United States subtreasury at Sau 
Francisco. 

(d) The value of these improvements will exceed $100,000, 

(e) The shutting down of these canneries during the present summer 
has already caused the owners pecuniary losses, for which losses the 
Government will most likely be held responsible in addition. 

(/) The erection of a hatchery will cost several thousand dollars more. 

{g) The improvements of the Afognac Eiver, to enable the fish to 
ascend, will cost a considerable sum. 

(h) That the Karluk Klver and Lake, being the great breeding grouuds 
of the salmon, ought to be the place for a hatchery, the more so when 
the immense catch there, season after season, is considered. 

The second recommendation Mr. Luttrell intended to make was the 
following: 

Second. To accept the offer of the Karluk Packing Company, to turn 
over to the United States Government this hatchery on the Karluk 
Eiver under the conditions specified above, for the following reasons : 

(a) It will save the expense of building a hatchery on Afognac 
Island. 

(b) The estimated cost of repairing the Karluk hatchery will be 
trifling. 

(c) Unless a hatchery is established at once at Karluk, and artificial 
means are resorted to for the propagation of the salmon, in addition 
to other preventive measures, the red salmon will soon be extermi- 
nated, the yearly catch diminishing perceptibly, although a greater 
number of fishermen are employed, and a great variety of seines are 
used. 

(d) It will not be necessary to purchase any improvements or vested 
rights, saving thereby a great sum of money. 

{€) No improvements, in the way of removing obstructions, are 
needed on the Karluk Eiver. 

Mr. Luttrell also intended recommending additional measures for the 
protection of the salmon fisheries: 

First. To prohibit entirely fishing in the river except by natives for 
their own use. 

Second. To suspend all fishing operations during two days of each 
week, or limit the season's catch to a specified number of cases during 
a certain number of years, to give the fish an opportunity to recuperate. 

Third. To leave a space of 100 yards wide, from the mouth of the 
river to deep water, open at all times for the fish to enter the river. 

Fourth. Not to tolerate any obstructions in the shape of dams or 
wire fences in the river. 

Fifth. Violation of any adopted protective measures to be punished 
by a fine and imprisonment. 

Sixth. To appoint a proper officer to reside during the fishing season 
at Karluk, whose duty it shall be to see that all protective measures 
are strictly observed. 

No attempt has been made to afford data from which to base an esti- 
mate of the total number of cases of salmon packed by the various 
canneries, or the total value of all the canning plants. Hence it is 
utterly impossible to compile such statement from this report. 

The suggestion is made that the attention of the Government should 
be directed to the wanton destruction of deer by the natives. Mr. 
Wadleigh, of the North Pacific Trading and Packing Company, of San 
Francisco, who makes the suggestion, states that it is no uncommon 
thing for a party of natives to go out and return in a few days with 25 
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or 50, and sometimes more, deerskins. No use whatever is made of the 
carcasses, and they are allowed to rot where the animal has been 
skinned. At the present rate of destruction it will be but a few years 
before deer will become extinct. He recommends the enactment of a 
law similar to that in force in British Columbia, prohibiting the expor- 
tation of deerskins. 

The report contains the draft of a bill the object of which is to better 
protect the salmon fisheries in Alaska. A copy of such draft is hereto 
annexed. 



AN ACT for the better protection of the salmon fisheries of Alaska. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Bepresentaiives of the United States of 
America in Congress Msemhled, That the erection of dams, weirs, barricades, or other 
obstructions in any of the rivers of Alaska with the purpose or result of preventing 
or impeding the ascent of salmon or other anadromous species to their spawning 
ground^ or taking, catching, or fishing for salmon by any device, save and except by 
an Indian or Aluet S]pear up nnnavigable streams more than one thousand yards 
from its confluence with the ocean, is hereby declared to be unlawful; and the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to eHtablish such surveil- 
lance and regulations as may be necessary to insure that this prohibition is strictly 
enforced, and every person or persons, corporation, or association or company who 
shall be found guilty of a violation of the provision of this section shall be fined 
not more than three thousand dollars nor less than one thousand dollars and two 
hundred and fifty dollars for each day of the continuance of such obstruction, and 
the half of such fines is hereby directed to be paid to the person or persons who 
may give the information leading to the conviction of the guilty party or parties. 

Sec. 2. That for the pulrposes of this act aU streams in Alaska shall be deemed 
unnavigable when vessels of six-foot draft can not ascend the same with safety at 
ordinary high water. 

Sec. 3. That the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries is hereby empowered and 
directed to investigate all charges of illegal fishing brought to his notice by respon- 
sible parties and shall, if he finds them well founded, instruct the United States 
attorney to proceed at once against the offender. 

Sec. 4. Dams, weirs, barricades, or other obstructions shall be defined as being an 
obntruction when a distance of one hundred yards is not left open at all times for 
fish to ascend said rivers. 

Sec. 5. That during each week one day of twenty-four hours shall be set apart, 
and fishing in any manner, shape, or form on said day will be illegal and unlawful 
and punishable by the fines as set forth in section 1. 

Sec. 6. That for the purpose of preventing the further impairment or exhaustion 
of the valuable fisheries this act shall take effect from and after its passage, aud all 
aots or parts of acta in conflict with this act are hereby repealed. 
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REPORT OF SPECIAL AGENT MURRAY ON THE SALMON 
FISHERIES IN ALASKA. 

Office of Special Agent, Treasury Department, 

WashingtoHy J). C, February 1, 1895. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that, pursuant to Department instruc- 
tions dated June 12, 1894, 1 sailed to Alaska, aud visited and in8X)ected 
the salmon-canning establishments on many of the bays, rivers, and 
streams of that Territory, an account of which is herewith respectfully 
submitted for the information of the Department. 

July 10, 1894, 1 sailed from San Francisco on board the United States 
revenue steamer Rush, Capt. G. L. Hooper commanding, and proceeded 
to Port Townsend, Wash., where we arrived on the 15th, and where we 
were afterwards joined by Hon. 0. S. Hamlin, Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury, 

July 23 we sailed from Port Townsend and steered for the seal islands 
in Bering Sea, where we landed August 3, and on which we spent five 
days going over the rookeries, noting their condition and the condi- 
tion and numbers of the fur seals, and making inquiry into matters of 
importance connected with the seal question. 

August 8 we left the seal islands, reaching Unalaska on the 9th, 
where we remained one day to coal ship, and then, on the 10th, we 
sailed along the Aleutian chain and the Alaakan Peninsula, calling on 
the way at Akutan, Akun, Belkofsky, Sand Point, Goal Harbor, Kar- 
luk, Kadiak, Yakutat, Sitka, Taku Inlet, Juneau, Douglas Gity, Fort 
Wrangell, Kassan, Loring, Port Ghester, or New Metlakahtla, St. 
Marys, Port Simpson, Nanaimo, and Vancouver Gity, where Mr. Hamlin 
left the ship and proceeded by rail to Washington. Gontiuuing the 
voyage, I proceeded to San Francisco, calling in at Port Townsend, 
New Whatcom, and Astoria on the way down. 

At Karluk, on Kadiak Island, we found what I consider the finest of 
all the salmon streams in Alaska, if not the finest on the whole Pacific 
Goast; most certainly the finest fi:'om which salmon are at present taken 
for canning purposes, quantity and quality being considered, for I find 
that Nearly one-third of the entire Alaska pack ibr 1894 was put up at 
the mouth of the Karluk Eiver. 

Assuming, then, that it is the principal salmon stream in Alaska, I 
shall take it as a model for all of the others for the purposes of illus- 
trating what I have to say about the salmon industry of Alaska aud 
of the dangers by which it is beset. 

Excepting the great Yukon, which is navigable for thousands of 
miles, theKuskokwim and a few others of minor importance, the rivers 
of Alaska are small streams of from 20 to 200 miles in length, and many 
a stream that is rich in the finest offish and of the utmost importance 
to the fisherman is only a few miles in length — a mere drain for a very 
limited watershed of high, rugged, and snow-clad hills, behind which 
small lakes of the clearest, purest, and coldest water are to be found, 
and in which the salmon deposit their eggs in season, and from which 
hundreds of millions of young salmon descend annually to the sea. 
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where they remain until maturity, after which they return to their 
native stream and deposit their eggs. 

Karluk Kiver, on Kadiak Island, is about 20 miles long, and flows 
between high hills and over many falls or rapids from the time it leaves 
the lakes above, at times widening out to a breadth of several hundred 
feet and again narrowing down to less than 100 feet at its mouth. 

Notwithstanding its diminutive size, however, there are six canning 
plants erected there, which in the aggregate represent an outlay of 
$500,000, and in lour of which was canned during the season of 1894 
230.000 cases of 48 pounds per case, or 11,040,000 pounds of fish, or in 
round numbers about 3,220,000 salmon. 

Appended will be found Exhibit A, in which is given the number of 
cases of salmon packed in Alaska from 1889 to 1893, both inclusive, each 
case containing 48 cans of 1 pound each. 

Exhibits B and C gi\e an itemized statement of the work done at the 
canneries in 1893 and 1894, the name and location of each cannery, 
the number of men employed by each (white, Indian, and Chinese), the 
apparatus used in fishing, the number of salmon taken and canned, the 
number salted and barreled, number of steamers, lighters, and boats 
used, the necessary sea-going vessels and their tonnage, and the value 
of each plant. 

Exhibits B and contain the names of the canneries which were run- 
ning in 1893-94 only. Exhibit D gives the name of every known can- 
ning plant and saltery in Alaska — ^27 canneries, 14 salteries, and 1 
herring fishery. 

Exhibit E shows the distances a vessel would have to sail from Cape 
Fox, in southeastern Alaska, to Nushigak, Bering Sea, if she called at 
all the canneries en route, a total distance of nearly 5,000 miles. 

Exhibit F shows the amount of tin consumed in the canneries in 1894, 
and also its price and the amount of import duty paid to the Government. 

It is not claimed at all that any of the exhibits are absolutely full and 
complete f on the contrary, I found it very difficult to find the offices or 
headquarters of many of the canneries, and, when found, it was impos- 
sible to get my questions answered by many of them. 

For most of the information received I am indebted to the Alaska 
Packers' Association, the R. D. Hume Canning Company, and to Mr. 
Barling, of the Alaska Improvement Company, all of San Francisco. 

A comparison of the annual output from 1889 to 1894 shows that in 
1891 the salmon-packing industry of Alaska reached its highest point, 
with an output of 807,999 cases of 48 pounds each, or in round numbers 
about 20,000 tons of fish. 

The output fell off about one-half in 1892, since which time a gradual 
increase is perceptible, until in 1894 we have an output of 669,041 cases 
of 48 iK)unds each. 

From the best information obtained in Alaska — and an earnest effort 
was made to gather it impartially — the salmon-packing industry within 
the section embraced between Cape Fox and the Nushigak River has 
attained the limit beyond which it is dangerous to pass; and that, if 
we would peri)etnate the salmon industry and keep it up to its present 
grand proportions, measures of protection must be taken by which the 
streams and spawning grounds shall be kept open and undisturbed at 
airtimes, so that the fish may freely ascend and deposit their eggs in 
season. 

With good care and a due regard for the future of the salmon indus- 
try, millions of fish may be taken from the Karluk River annually for all 
time without injury; but it should* never be forgotten that there is a 
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limit beyond which it is not safe to go, and that if we would reap an 
annual golden harvest we must also guard tlie sour<!e of supply, and see 
that nothing is done to either hsh or stream that will change the nat- 
ural order under which the fish have grown to such numbers and by 
which they may be perpetuated without abatement forever. Unfortu- 
nately, the conditions existing at Karluk are not for the best interests 
of the salmon industry, its growth or perpetuation ; and unless the 
United States Government asserts its full rights in the premises by 
enacting and rigidly enforcing laws for the adequate protection of the 
salmon of Alaska, they, like the sea otter and fur seal, will soon be things 
of the past. 

Paradoxical though it may appear, it is nevertheless true, that none 
are more anxious to save and perpetuate the salmon than the canners 
themselves, and yet their methods are such as, if continued, will very 
soon destroy them. 

Let it be borne in mind that all the canning factories in Alaska are 
owned by three or four corporations in San Francisco, who have mil- 
lions invested in the salmon-canning industry, but who have no inter- 
est in the development of Alaska, and who, as a matter of fact, do not 
add one dollar to the wealth of the young Territory from which they 
take millions of dollars annually. 

These corporations are rivals in the salmon -canning business, and 
their rivalry is carried to such extremes betimes that bloodshed at any 
moment will not surprise those who know the real conditions existing 
there. 

Now, this bitter rivalry of great and rich corporations, if allowed to 
continue, will eventually destroy the salmon, for, rather than allow A 
to make a good haul of fish, B will dam the stream and prevent the 
ascent of the salmon, or G will destroy the fish already on the spawn- 
ing grounds and thus destroy the crop which would otherwise appear 
off the mouth of the stream four years hence; or A and B will join 
forces against C and actually destroy his nets and by force prevent 
his fishing. 

We had barely cast anchor at Karluk before we were approached by 
the superintendent of one of the great canneries with a long list of 
wrongs perpetrated on his company during the peaceful and legitimate 
pursuit of their business.* 

Landing, afterwards, we were met by a crowd of native fishermen 
who had complaints to make to the Government about the way they 
are treated by the whites, who take up all the streams and forbid the 
natives to fish there any more. 

After the Indians came the superintendent of another of the canning 
establishments with a complaint that his rival over the river had broken 
the agreement mutually made by them some time before, by which a 
" close time " of twenty-four hours per week should be observed for the 
purpose of allowing the salmon to enter the stream and ascend to the 
spawning grounds for the purpose of reproduction. 

This agreement was observed for awhile until a scarcity of fish in the 
bay threatened a short output of canned goods, and then orders were 
issued to not only ignore the " close time" in future, but to go into the 
river and take out all the fish that had reached the spawning beds, which 
was done at once, and some 225,000 salmon were captured and canned, 
and not a fish of that run was left to reproduce the species. 

When the representatives of these great corporations tell us of the 



1 See affidavit in Appendix. 
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millions of money tliey have invested iii the Alaskan salmon business, 
and ask ns if we can possibly believe that they would permit the doin^ 
of anything which could injure the salmon or reduce the annual supply, 
it looks so reasonable that they should be fully alive to their own finan- 
cial interests that at first it is hard to realize that the salmon are being 
destroyed very rapidly, and those who have not been on the ground 
to see it with their own eyes are not to be blamed for doubting the 
assertion. 

It is nevertheless only too true, and a few words of explanation will 
make it quite clear to the doubting ones. 

It is true in a general way that the canners tliemselves do not fence 
or dam the streams, but they buy the salmon from the men who do. 

At Loring, for instance, Captain Hooper and Mr. Hamlin undertook 
to enter the stream in a boat, but were prevented by a dam clear across 
from bank to bank. Tliat fence had been there for years, and the 
salmon, running up against it in their efforts to enter the stream 
every year for purposes of reproduction, were caught and canned until 
the regular supply was exhausted, and other streams were laid under 
tribute to keep the canneries going. 

Xo one had even thought it worth while to remove the old dam. 

The gentleman who gave me the information has been a resident of 
Loring for the past eleven years, and knew of what he talked. 

Among many other things, he said: "Because of the bringing of 
whites and Chinese here from San Francisco the natives are crowded 
out, and only about 6 per cent of those formerly employed can now find 
work at Loring." 

What is true of Karluk and of Loring is also true of every place in 
Alaska where salmon are canned — wherever two rival canneries are 
located on the same stream there are neither dams nor fences allowed, 
but neither is there time given the fish to enter and ascend the stream, 
and the consequence in either case is to destroy the salmon. 

Wherever a cannery is located far enough away from rivals a dam, 
fence, or some other mode of trapping salmon is resorted to and relied 
on for a steady supply until the river is fished out. 

Speaking to one of the superintendents at Karluk, and asking him 
for reliable information, he said : 

Wherever rivalry does not exist on any fishing river in Alaska there generally exists 
a dam, barricade, etc., to wit, Chignik Bay, on the north Hide of tbe Aleutian Peuin- 
su1», is fished by means of a fences There is a fence at Loring, in southeastern Alaska, 
and there exists a fence in the small tributary stream at its confluence with the 
Nushigak River, Bristol Bay, Alaska. Up in Cooks Inlet, 3 miles below the mouth 
of the Copper River, there exists a weir extending out into the inlet 400 yards, to which 
is attached a pound net. 

I asked him, "How can the Karluk River be made selfsustainingf " 
to which he replied: 

(1) By establishing a weekly close season. 

(2) By prohibiting fishing in the river (excepting Indians with hook or spear). 

(3) When it is too rough to fish on the ocean beach fish will enter the river if let 
alone. 

The fish naturally run to the river on the turn of the ocean tide, but when it is 
storming the fish are unable to enter the river by crossing the bar on account of the 
flying gravel, which scares them oflshore. 

At half tide, however, when the bar is covered by 6 or 8 feet of water, the fish 
make a break apross the bar and enter the calmer water of the river. 

When the salmon first enter the river they do not go directly up to the spawning 
grounds or lakes, but remain for weeks iu the brackish waters until they are ripe and 
ready to spawn, and for this, if for no other reason, the Government ought to prohibit 
the takiug of the fish that have once escaped the nets below and entered the brackish 
or tide waters of the river. 
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1 have ever been cooBistent in my advocacy of no fishing in the Karluk River, and 
in 1888 I started out to stop it. 

One of my rivals, Mr. , came to me lately and said, " You're a fool not to enter 

into some a^^eemcut with us; briug in along with you. Discard nil these 

expenses, boats and steamers, and save coal. It's money we're after in this Territory. 
We do not come up bere to this God-forsaken place for ^iin. Form one grand big 
iishing pool, even tnough you do not wish to can together, and work as I do for my 
company at Chignik." I said, "How do you do it at Cbignikf What ecououiicai 
device have you got down there! " He replied, *' I've got a fence in the river ; I'vo 
got a ponntl net on this side, and a pound net on that side, and one day I use one, and 
one day I use the other. It liahes day and night, and it is the slickest thing you ever 
saw, and it's a dead open and shut game. All 1 say is, ' Jimmie, go up to the trap and 
bring me down 15,000 iish ; ' all they've got to do is to take a gang of men on the 
lighter and she comes down with the next tide with 15,000. The next day I say, 
' Well, boys, go np and bring me down 18,000 fish,' and they go and get them out of 
the other trap, for while they are working one side the other side is fishing." I 
said, "Why, Billy, that U against the law of 1889." " I know that," he replied, " but 
we are not up here for our health." I continued, " Then I am to infer from this con* 

versation that yon would have me enter a pool along with you and , decide on 

the number of fish to be taken, divide the catch pro rata, lessen our expenses, hire 
fewer men, use less seine, fewer boats, and double our profits by simply building a 
wire fence across the ri ver f " " That's the whole thing," said he, " in a nutshell." 

The story told by my friend from Karluk is only a repetition of sev- 
eral otbers, to the same effect, told by the leading citizens of every set* 
tlement where we called, and so well did all of them agree in the main, 
I have no doubt whatever of their absolute truth. 

Were it necessary I could mention the names of all who furnished 
the information, but for obvious reasons I will only mention the names 
of men who are in the service of the Government. 

While we were at Sitka Captain Burwell, commanding the U. S. gun- 
boat Finta^ called on Mr. Hamlin, and during the conversation said: 

It is a common occurrenc^e when attempting to ascend a river or stream in a steam 
launch to find traps, dams, and wire screens obstructing them in many places to the 
utter destruction of the salmon. 

I should have been happy to destroy them if I only had orders from anyone in 
authority to do so, but no one ever asked me to meddle with them in any manner. 

Speaking of the illicit distilleiies and liquor smuggling in Alaska, 
and of the impossibility to find a jury to convict for such crimes, a 
prominent official of Sitka said: 

The same thing is true of the fisheries law, the land law, or any other law that 
would control white men } a jury of white men can not be found here who will convict 
a« criminal of that class. 

Traps are set, streams are dammed, salmon are prevented from ascending the rivers 
to the spawning gronnds, and are destroyed by men who have no interest whatever 
in the development of the Territory, and yet is impossible to find a Jnry to convict 
the guilty ones, for the salmon men will stand by the liquor men, and the liquor men will 
etand by tke $almon men, 

I could fill a volume with testimony like this; testimony given vol- 
untarily by disinterested men and reputable citizens; but enough has 
been said, I think, to show the necessity of the Government taking steps 
to control the streams and save the salmon from extinction. 

During our stay at Karluk we landed and visited the establishments 
of the Alaska Packers' Association and also that of the Alaska Improve- 
ment Company. Owing to bad weather we were unable to reach the 
R. D. Hume Cannery. 

We conversed with all sorts of men, from the superintendents down 
to the native Kadiak fishermen, and they were all agreed that sal- 
mon were decreasing in the Karluk River, and that unless the United 
States Government interfered to prevent it they would continue to 
decrease. 

Some of the men went so far as to say that in order to keep up the 
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regular supply of canned salmon some very inferior fish were being 
packed at some of the canneries that would not have been looked at or 
used for any purpose a iew years ago.* 

One of the most remarkable things I noticed at Karluk was the num- 
ber of foreigners engaged as fishermen. Scandinavian, Dane, and Ger- 
man predominated on one side of the stream, and Italians on the other^ 
while Chinese, exclusively, were employed within the canneries, clean- 
ing and canning the fish and preparing the cases for market. 

It seemed, too, that the bitter rivalries of the corporations are some- 
times taken up in a more intensified form by the men and carried to 
the point of explosion. 

However that may be, it is true that the foreigners are brought from 
San Francisco to fish the streams of Alaska, and that they actually look 
upon the streams and fish as their own individual property. 

The unfortunate native Aleuts, whose fathers owned Alaska and all 
its riches of stream and forest long before Columbus was born, are hustled 
out of the way of these Mediterranean fishermen with scant ceremony, 
and forbidden to fish in their native streams. 

They must obey. Appeal? To whom are they to appeal! There is 
no one within reach who would listen to them. 

Dimly, in a sort of dazed way, they know something of a Great Father 
away, away off in a place called Washington ; but how are they to reach 
him t Whenever the American flag appears they fly to the vessels car- 
rying it to present a petition and recount the wrongs and the injustice 
which they suffer. 

Who cares anything for poor, dirty, ignorant creatures like themf 
Who believes their story! No one.* 

Landing at Karluk we met a committee of native men who, through 
an interpreter, told us of how they were denied the right to fish for 
themselves, and refused employment by the canners as well. It seems 
that owing to the fact that seines were stretched across the mouth of 
the river the salmon could not ascend the stream and consequently 
there were no fish for the natives to get whenever they did attempt to 
get any I and being refused employment as regular hands along with 
the foreigners, they could not make a living. 

That the natives may possibly exaggerate the wrongs inflicted upon 
them; that they may magnify their suffering whenever they meet a 
person who will stop and listen to their tales of woe, is possibly true 
enough ; but it is equally true that the conditions existing on the Alas- 
kan streams, from which so many millions' worth of beautiful fish are 
. taken, are not the sort of conditions that will benefit the native Alaskan 
either morally, physically, or financially. 

Nor is it either just or right that his best interests should be left 
dependent upon the whim of foreigners who may come in and camp ^ 
down beside his stream and monopolize its treasures, while refus- ' 
ing him either employment to earn or the right to fish to make a 
living. 

The other side of the story is told, however, by the superintendent of 
one of the canneries : 

Karluk, August 17, 1894. 

Gentlbmbn: In allowing tbe natives only to fish in the river I would say that at 
oertain times of the tide we are compelled to lay oar seines from the mouth of the 

^See letter of Commissioner of Fisheries in Appendix. 

^Incidentally, a letter from an Alaskan canner to Hon. Marshall McDonald has 
been referred to the Department and to the special agent for the protection of tlie 
salmon fisheries in Alaska; nnd ns its story fully illustrates my meaning I have 
appended it to this report. It teHs its own story. 
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river 80 that they will swing with the tide, or to avoid their doubling np or swinging 
too far. We have even to cross the river at its month to work our seiues to the oest 
advantage. 

This season our white fishermen have not caught any fish to speak of above what 
virtually might be called the month of the river. Our white fishermen are quite 
willing, and have been for the past two years, to give the natives the privilege of 
fishing the river above the mouth. The same is true of the Italians fishing for the 
Alaska Improvement Company. They have not done anything against the natives 
fishing. 

The decrease in fish caught in the river is something too large to number. 
Yours, truly, 

S. B. Matthews. 

Messrs. Chas. S. Hamlin and .Tos. Murray. 

We asked Mr. Mattliews whether the salmon were decreasing in the 
Karluk lliver, and his reply was, <'The decrease in fish canght in the 
river is something too large to number." 

His words have been corroborated by everyone to whom I mentioned 
the subject, and there were many who suggested the establishment of 
"hat-cheries" for the propagation of salmon, so that the present supply 
might be continued indefinitely; and some of the canners offered to 
donate to the Government a "hatchery" already prepared on the 
Karluk River, on condition of its being worked at the expense of the 
Government; while others suggested a tax of 5 cents per case and 10 
cents per barrel, on every case and barrel of salmon taken in Alaska, 
on condition that the Government would enact laws, and appoint agents 
to enforce them, for the full protection of the salmon streams and the 
perpetuation of the fish. 

Before leaving Karluk Mr. Barling, of the Alaska Improvement 
Company, sent the following letter: 

Karluk, Auijust 17, 1S04. 

Dear Sir: Herewith appended yon will find a few suggestions necessary to the 
protection of the salmon of Karluk River: 

(1) Prohibiting all fishing in the river above the first rapids, save and except by 
Aleuts, and their catch of salniou should be limited. 

(2) To prohibit fishing from Friday 6 p. ni. until Saturday 6 p. m. 

(3) Regulating the size of seine mesh used— not to be less than 3^ inches stretched 
mesh. 

(4) Punishing the anchoring of set nets at or near the month of the Karluk River. 
This will insure the immediate and uninterrupted laying out of all nets. 

(5) The use of purse nets should bo declared illegal. Upon the head of jiurse 
nets, I can assure you their use has often been deplored since their introduction upon 
the Atlantic Coast. 

(6) That a tax of 5 cents per case be levied against the total pack of Alaska; same 
to be collected as the Treasury sees fit to decide. This tax would raise upward of 
$25,000. 

(7) Operate the hatchery at Karluk out of the funds above raised. 
Hoping the above will meet with your kindly consideration, I remain, 

Respectfully, yours. 



• Hon. v.. S. Hamlix. 



H. J. Barling. 



The idea of levying a tax on salmon packed in Alaska was first 
broached to ine by Mr. Barling, and, with a single exception, I have 
found it favorably received by the canners. 

After my return to Washington, and while collecting data for my 
report, I compared several bills which had been introduced into Con- 
gress, or prepared for that purpose, by the friends of the several rival 
establishments in Alaska, for the protection of salmon. I had been 
assured, too, by every salmon canner I had met that they were deeply 
interested in the matter of full and adequate protection, and that they 
hoped to see a bill passed and the law most rigidly enforced to that end. 

That I might succeed in framing a satisfactory bill 1 read many that 
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had been drawn or proposed in the House by the attorneys and friends 
of the canners themselves, as well as the re^wrts of the honorable 
Commissioner of Fisheries, from whose valuable Report for 1892 1 have 
made lengthy quotations^ I made diligent inquiry into the salmon 
laws of Oregon and Washington, and that we might benefit by the 
experience of those who have been protecting salmon for the past thou- 
sand years I read Bund's Law of Salmon Fisheries in England and 
Wales and A Treatise on the Law of Scotland Eelating to Rights of 
Fishing, by Stewart.* 

The following bills, which I respectfully submit to the consideration 
of the Department, are the result of my investigations: 

A BILL to amend an act entitled "An act to provide for the protection of the aalmon fiaheriea of 

Alaska." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Bepresentatives of th^ United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the act approved March second, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and entitled ''An act to provide for the protection of the ualmon tish- 
eriea of Alaska/' is hereby amended and reenacted as follows: 

''Section 1. That the erection of dams, barricades, fish wheels, fences, traps, 
pound nets, or* any fixed or stationary obstructions in any part of the rivers or 
streams of Alaska, or to fish for or catch salmon or salmon trout in any manner or 
by any means with the purpose or result of preventing or impeding the accent of 
salmon or salmon trout to their spawning ground within one hundred yards of the 
mouths of such rivers or streams, is declared to be unlawful, and the Secretary of 
the Treasury is hereby authorized and directed to remove such obstructions and to 
establish and enforce such regulations and surveillance as may be necessary to insure 
that this prohibition and all other provisions of law relating to the salmon fisheries 
of Alaska are strictly complied with. 

"Sec. 2. That it shall be unlawful to fish, catch, or kill any salmon or salmon 
trout of any variety, except with rod or spear, above the tide waters of any of the 
creeks or rivers or their tributaries in the Territory of Alaska, or to lay or set any 
drift net, set net, or seine for any purpose, across the tide waters of any river or 
stream, for a distance of more than two-thirds of the width of such river, stream, 
or channel, or lay or set any seine or net within one hundred yards of any other net 
or seine which is being laid Or set in said stream or*channel, or to take, kill, or fish 
for salmon in any manner or by any means in any of the waters of the Territory of 
Alaska, either in the streams or tide waters, from noon on Friday of each week until 
six o'clock postmeridian of the Saturday following, or to fish for or catch, or kill in 
any manner, or by any appliances, any salmon or salmon trout in any stream of less 
than one hundred yards in width in the said Territory of Alaska between the hours 
of six o*clock in the morning and six o'clock in the evening of the same day, of each 
and every day of the week. 

"Sec. 3. That the Secretary of the Treasury may, at his discretion, set aside cer- 
tain streams as spawning grounds, in which no fishing will be permitted; and when, 
in his judgment, the results of fishing operations on any stream indicate that the 
number of salmon taken is larger than the capsicity of the stream to produce, he is 
authorized to establish weekly close seasons, to limit the duration of tue fishing sea- 
son, or to prohibit fishing entirely for one year or more, so as to permit the salmon 
to increase. 

"Sec. 4. That to enforce the provisions of law herein, and such regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may establish in pursuance thereof, he is authorized and 
directed to appoint one inspector of fisheries at a salary of three hundred dollai's 
per month, and two assistant inspectors at a salary of two hundred and fifty dollars 
per month, and he will annually submit to Congress estimates to cover the salaries 
and actual traveling expenses of the officers hereby authorized, and for such other 
expenditures as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of the law herein. 

"Sec. 5. That any person violating tlie provisions of this act, or the regulations 
established in yiursuance thereof, shall, upon conviction thereof, be punislied by a 
iinc not exceeding one thousand dollars, or imprisonment at hard labor for a term of 
ninety days, or both such fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court ; and 
further, in case of the violation of any of the provisions of section one of this act, 
and conviction thereof, a further fine of five hundred dollars per diem will be 
imposed for each day that the obstruction or obstructions therein are maintained." 



^ See extraota in Appendix. ^See Appendix. 
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A BILL entitled "An act to provide for the protection of the ealmon fisheries of Alaska." 

Section 1. That from and after the passage of this act every iierson or corporation 
engaged in the bnsiueas of taking salmon in the waters of the Territory of Alaska 
for salting or canning purposes shall, on the first day of December of each year, file 
with the {Secretary of the Treasury of the United States a sworn statement of the 
nnmber of barrels, packages, or cases of salmon so packed, salted, or canned by him 
or them, and shall pay aunnally to the Treasury of the United States the sam of five 
cents per case of forty-eight pounds or less, and ten cents per barrel for each case or 
barrel of salmon so canned or salted by him or them. 

Sec. 2. That the returns provided for in section one shall be made under rogala- 
tions to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury ; and all provisions of existing 
law ns to omitted or false returns of persons or corporations and as to penalties, civil 
or criminal, for such omission or false return under the provisions of the law providing 
for an income tax, act of August twenty-eighth, eighteen hundred and ninety-four, 
shall, BO far as the same may be applicable, oe iu full force and virtue as to this act. 

Bill No. 1 was drawn as nearly iu conformity with the Oregon statutes 
as the diU'erence in the size of the Columbia Eiver and the salmon 
streams of AJaska would warrant; and a glance at the bill and at the 
Oregon statutes will show that a yearly close time of three months and 
a weekly close time of twenty-four hours daring the season in Oregon 
is much more oppressive, iu comparison, than a weekly close time of 
thirty hours in Alaska. 

I have no desire to injure the men who pack salmon in Alaska; on 
the contrary, I wish to see the canneries flourish and multiply and their 
owners ))ro8per so long as there is no danger of destroying the source 
from which their prosperity is derived. But I do know that the history 
of salmon in America is a history of hurried devastation and extinction 
of the species, and 1 am anxious that the Government shall step in iu 
time to prevent its destruction in Alaska, and, like Scotland, enact laws, 
and enforce them, by which the salmon may increase and multiply and 
be perpetuated for all time.^ 

Bill No. 2 was drawn at the request of Mr. Barling and other large 
canners, and it has been warmly indorsed by K. I). Hume & Co., the 
Alaska Improvement Company, and others who are deeply interested 
in the Alaska salmon industry. 

The question of its constitutionality has been raised in certain quar- 
ters and may possibly vitiate it for all practical purposes, for which 1 
should be very sorry indeed, for, h)okiug at the matter from the practical 
standpoint solely, I say there ought to be full and ample protection given 
to the food-fishes of Alaska; and if those who make millions out of 
them and have millions invested in the business are willing to pay for 
such protection, they ought to be allowed to do so. 

Shouhl those who are opposed to legislation looking to the protection 
of salmon in Alaska succeed in defeating the proi)osed bills, however, 
it will still be the duty of the Department to do everything within the 
existing law that can be done for the perpetuation of the salmon. 

History teems with evidence of the fact that from the tenth century 
till now the Scotch have had to wage a continuous legal battle for the 
constant protection of their fisheries, and that their immense salmon 
interests of to-day owe their origin, growth, and world-renowned suc- 
cess to the tireless eflforts of the men who labored for their protection. 



*A comparison of the American and Scotch systems of salmon culture is given by a 
friend, who says: ''From the time of the settlement of the State of Maine by the 
whites until there was not a salmon left iu the streams, which, previously had always 
been full of them, was about two hundred years; and the population was not yet 
1,000,000 souls. Scotland, on the contrary, with a poimlation of 3,000,000 souls, has 
more salmon now than she had one thousand years ago, when she very wisely enacted 
laws, which have always been enforced, to protect them '' 
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As my sole aim throughout this inquiry has been to elicit truth for 
the purpose of laying down a basis of action for the sure protection and 
perpetuation of the Alaska salmon, without injury to any legitimate 
enterprise, I sent copies of the prepared bills, with the following letter, 
to the principal Alaska canners, and their replies and criticisms are 
subjoined: 

Washington, D. C, February i, 1895. 

Gentlemen: Please find inclosed copies of two bills abont to be introduced in 
Congress for the protection of tbo salmon fisheries of Alaska. 

They are essentially the production of all that has been suegesbed for that purpose 
from time to time by the representatives and friends of all or the corporations inter- 
ested in the Alaskan salmon-canning business. 

The bills introduced by Messrs. iStewart, Mitchell, Kobbins, and others ; the sng- 

Sestions made by Messrs. Hirsch, Hume, and Barling, and the reports and recomineu- 
ations of the Hon. Marshall McDonald, Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries, liave 
been diligently examined by me, and it has been my honest intention and sole aim 
to frame a bill that would be as nearly just and equal to all interested in the iter- 
petuation of the salmon fisheries as it is possible to be. 

If I have not succeeded in doin^ all that should be done, or if I have suggested 
something that would be unfair or injurious, I beg of you to point it out immediately, 
and I promise to give your suggestions the most respectful attention. 

The proposition to levy a tax of 5 cents per case and 10 cents per barrel comes to 
me directly from the oanners themselves, and, from what I observed while at the 
canneries, I am in favor of the tax, and I think it will prove a blessing to you who 
have millions invested in the business. 

The amount of the tax wisely expended by the Government in propagating and 
protecting salmon will be of lasting benefit to all concerned, but more especially to 
you who are deeply interested. 
Very respectfully, 

Joseph Murray, 
Special Agent for the Protection of the Salmon Fisheries in Alaska, 

Alaska Association, 

San FranciscOf Cal, 

The following replies from the several firms addressed and from Mr. 
Barling of the Alaska Improvement Company were received by me, 
and are given in full for the information of the Department: 

San Francisco, February 11, 1896. 

Dear Sir: We have the pleasure to acknowledge receipt of yours of the 1st 
instant, covering a bill as proposed by yonrselfl for the protection of salmon fish- 
eries of Alaska, and in response to your request ir you have suggested anything that 
was unjust that we should point it out immediately, we wired you as foUows: 
'^ Letter received, with thanks. Bill objectionable. Same explained by mail.'' 

And in confirmation of same beg to sav that in section 1 you specify that the erec- 
tion of dams, barricades, fish wheels, lences, traps, pound nets, etc., in any of the 
waters of Alaska shall be prohibited. So far as dams, barricades, fish wheels, and 
fences, we agree with you most strongly, but, as you are aware, the fishing fronnds 
of Alaska cover a large amount of territory, and what mi^ht be just and nest for 
one section are not for another ; for instance, in Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet, 
and Bristol Bay, where the waters at point of fishing are from 5 to 30 miles wide, 
the use of traps and pound nets are necessary to make the business remunerative. 
And as it might be necessary that the law be general, we would suggest that the use 
of traps and pound nets be permitted in the waters of Alaska, but not to extend 
over one- third the width of any stream— thus leaving two-thirds the width free for 
the uninterrupted passage of the fish. 

To make a close season from noon on Friday of each week until 6 o'clock p. m. 
of the Saturday following would work a very great hardship in a district like Bristol 
Bay, where the pack of red salmon is made in fifteen to sixteen days at the outside. 

Keferring to a special tax, we hardly feel it just that the Grovemment should impose 
same, when it is a fact that the Abwka salmon packers pay yearly upward of $100,000 
from import duties. There may be locations that would warrant propagation, and 
that a tax: should be levied for that purpose and for that direct location would 
certainly be proper. 

We bog to ask that, in making laws for the protection of the salmon, yon do 
not lose sight of the fact that the canners who have large sums invested in property, 

\ 
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which is immovahle and of no value other wiH<% can not afford to Ash streams or the 
waters of Ahiska in a way to the depletion of the fish; and also that they be not 
asked to catch tish in so expensive a manner that they who are not prodacers of over 
one-third the quantity of salmon which is canned shall have to do so at an expense 
which precludes their competition with other localities, especially British Columbia, 
as the nsh from that river are superior to a certain extent and will always demand a 
somewhat Increased price, and therefore would comparatively shut out the United 
States product if an increased cost of catching is demanded. 

Another point wliich the canners of Alaska come into competition are the waters 
of both Oregon and Washington, in both of which the use of traps and pound nets 
are allowed. 

Hoping you will consider our suggestions in the tenor in which they are intended, 
we remain, ' 

Yours, truly, W. B. Bradford, Secretary, 

Col. Jos. Murray, 

Fish Commissioner of Alaskaf 1J21 N street NW,, Washington, D, C 



San Francisco, Cal., February 12, 1895. 
Dear Sir: Your letter (and iuciosures) of February 1 came duly to hand and have 
particularly noted its contents, and in reply would say : 

The act of 1889, would, if carried out, result in what we have no doubt xhe Gov- 
ernment has in view, viz : The preservation of the salmon in Alaskan waters, and give 
to each and all of her citizens equal chance and right to take salmon. 

The bill of two sections, to provide for the protection of salmon fisheries in 
Alaska, is, in our opinion, an equitable and just measure, and should become a law, 
inasmuch as the salmon industry pays no tax and needs protection for which it 
ouffht to pay, and we have grave doubst in our mind if any can be found to oppose 
such a measure who wish equal and just protection. 

The draft of the other bill, with all due deference to you, we herewith return, with 
erasures that we think ought to be made. 

Section 4, we would suggest, instead of inspectors, that you provide for policing 
the rivers by United States vessels, and information that may be laid by responsible 
parties, and on proof of violation of the law give half of fine to the informer. By 
such a method we think the law could be enforced. 

Hoping that the Government will aocept our suggestions in the .spirit in which 
they are written, we remain, 

Yours, very respectfully, Alaska Improvement Co., 

By James Eva, President. 
By James Madison, Secretary. 
Hon. Jos. Murray, 

Special Agent of the Fisheries in Alaska. 



Washington, D. C, February 14, 1895. 

Dear Colonel : In compliance with your request for my views as to wherein the 
proposed act, entitled "An act to amend an act entitled 'An act to provide for the 
protection of the salmon fisheries of Alaska,' '' is injurious to the salmon fishing 
industry, I have the honor to submit the following: 

Section 1 of the proposed act provides, among other things, that it is unlawful to 
''erect dams, barricades, fish-wheels, fences, traps, pound nets, or any fixed or sta- 
tionary obstructions in any part of the rivers or streams of Alaska, or to tish for or 
catch salmon or salmon trout in any manner or by any means with the purpose or 
result of preventing or impeding the ascent of salmon or salmon trout to their 
spawning ground within 100 yards of the mouth of such rivers or streams,'' etc. 

As manager for the Alaska Improvement Company my duties compel my attendance 
at the fishing grounds during the entire fishing season, and by virtue of my Ions 
experience as manager and director of the industry in the immediate neighborhood 
of Karluk, I believe I have acquired more than a superficial knowledge of the whole 
subject of salmon fishing as well as the peculiarities and characteristics of the fish 
which inhabit those waters during the season for catching the same. 

If the purpose of the Government is to construe the above-quoted provisions of 
said section 1 so as to embrace within its scope the hauling of seines or nets, and 
such seine or net hauling is to be considered as "preventing or impeding the ascent 
of salmon or salmon trout to their spawning ground within 100 yards of the mouths 



Digitized by 



Google 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 415 

of sach rivers or Btreams/' such an inhibition or prohibition will tend to cause incal- 
culable injury to the salmon industry, as well ns to those now engaged in the same, 
who, by reason of their large interests, are endeavoring to promote the progress and 
prosperity of the Territory. 

In this connection it will not be inappropriate to detail one of the peculiarities of 
the fish in their ascent of the streams or rivers for the purpose of spawning. 

It is the nature of the anadromons species to enter a stream or river and follow 
the eddy formed by the juncture of the fresh and salt wat«r. This habit is better 
illustrated by an examination of the acQompanying diagram. 

c e represent the outflowing fresh water from the Karlnk River, which, by reason 
of the rapids near its mouth, gives it a tremendous impetus for the last 300 yards of 
its descent. 

h represents the eddy of salt water formed by the outflow of the fresh water from 
the river, on the Alaska Packing Association's side, the current of said eddy having 
a trend toward the latter's beach. 

a represents the eddy of salt water also formed by the outflow of the fresh water 
from the river, on the Alaska Improvement Company's side, the current of the eddy 
in this instance trending away from the latter's beach. 

d c represent the directions in which the fish '' stand'' inshore on their way to the 
river and spawning grounds. 

It will be readily seen that the entry of the fish in the eddy on the Alaska Packer's 
side is in the direction which necessarily brings them closer to the beach ; while the 
opposite is the case on the Alaska Improvement Company's side, the fish in that 
instance, and on account of the offshore trend of the eddy, are compelled to " stand" 
inshore on a line parallel to the fresh- water current. 

If wo are prohibited or prevented from hauling our nets within the proposed pro- 
scribed distance of 100 yards of the mouths of such rivers and streams, we will 
practically be legislated out of existence, and the salmon-fishing industry will be 
ruined. 

The gist of the whole controversy, developed within the past year, and consequent 
on the abuses of the salmon-fishing industry, is that the salmon which enter the 
rivers and streams and sport about in their natural playground should remain 
unmolested and free from any avaricious motives on the part of those unprincipled 
fishermen who, in order to further their own selfish interests, would conduct this 
industry in a way such as would very soon cripple if not completely destroy the 
species of fish which now frequent Alaskan waters to spawn. 

Section 2 of the proposed act iirovides. among other things, for a weekly close sea- 
son of thirty hours, or in the language of the section, ''from noon on Friday of each 
week until 6 o'clock postmeridian of the Saturday following.'' 

The number of fish entering any of the rivers or streams during the close period 
of thirty hours each week is augmented by the number of salmon that will *'run" 
into said rivers'and streams before the 'laying out" or hauling of the nets, as well 
as during the interim of these acts. 

About one-fifth of the entire fishing season is stormy, during which time it is 
impossible to ''lay out" or haul a seine or net; but the storms do not prevent or 
obstruct the entrance of the fish in the rivers and streams after the " half tide/' and 
consequently the number is thereby enormously augmented also. 

Under these various conditions a sufficient number of salmon will have entered 
the rivers and streams to render extinction of the species impossible. 

Special attention is called to the fact that it is above and not below the mouth of 
the stream or river that it is essential, important, and necessary to protect the salmon. 

It can not surely be the desire or purpose of the Government to injure or destroy 
the fishing industry of Alaska— an industry which is indissolubly connected with 
the future progress and advancement of the welfare of the Territory. 

I desire further to call your attention to the fact that the Alaska Improvement 
Company was the one that forced its competitors at Karlnk to fish the ocean beach, 
as against the former practice of fishing in the river, and against the dam erected 
therein, and it is the purpose of that company to aid the Government in any way 
possible in the enforcement of all laws which have for their object the perpetuity of 
the chief industry of Alaska, viz, the salmon fisheries. 

While as a matter of fact the Alaska Improvement Company has no objection to 
urge in opposition to the weekly close season of thirty hours, it is manifest to any- 
one who knows the conditions at places in Alaska other than Karlnk that such' a 
provision to a greater or less extent may be a hardship and an injustice to many 
other companies whose plants are not as favorably situated as is that of the company 
which I represent. 

The operators at Karlnk have the advantage ofHheir competitors in having a much 
longer period in which to operate in the line of their business. Some of their com- 
petitors are restricted, naturally, by reason of the fact that the "run" of the salmon 
embraces a period of from thirty-six to forty-five days only, a period less than half 
of that enjoyed by the Alaska Improvement Company. 
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1 desire again to'impressapon yoa the fact that it is not within the proeoribed 100 
yards that tne salmon need protection, bat in those portions of the streams and rivers 
above their months and hereinbefore mentioned as the plavgrounds of the fish, 
where their movements are sach as to temnt the cupidity of those who, if left to 
their selfish devices, would soon annihilate the species. 

In view of the foregoing I respectfully suggest, recommend, and urge that the 100- 
yard limit, as proposed to be enacted into law, be eliminated ftom said section 1 of 
the proposed act. 

Bespectftilly submitted. 

H. J. Babling, 
Manager of ike Alaska Improvement Company. 

Joseph Murray, 

ja^peeial Agent for ProieoUon ofJSaJman lUKerieB in Alaska, 

WasMngton, D. C. 



Brookltk, N. T., February 18, 1896, 
Dear Codonel: Supplementary to my letter of the 14th instant, I beg to state 
that the bill meets with the approval of our president, Eva. He requests, however, 
injustice to all the various canning interests concerned, that the words in section 2, 
''or to fish for or catch, or kill in any manner or by any appliances, any salmon or 
salmon trout in any stream less than 100 yards in width in the said Territory of 
Alaska between the hours of 6 o'clock in the morning and 6 o'clock in the evening 
of the same day of each and every day of the week,'' be eliminated. He lays stress 
on the fact that those words would be detrimental to the interests of quite a few, 
and he claims that section 3 amended so as to read, ''set aside certain parts of 
streams," etc., would be sufficient, and at the same time it would not limit thediscre- 
tionary powers conferred upon the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, who could 
then designate an^r certain stream or streams which were in danger of esJiaustion or 
impairment of their run of salmon. 

Another reason he had in mind was the difficulty which would beset the Gk>vem- 
ment in enforcing the law, inasmuch as some catch most of their fish at night and 
others during the day. 

By leaving it to the discretion of the Secretary he could, as he saw fit, absolutely 
prohibit fishing in any stream or only partially so, such as is suggested by the specific 
language which Mr. Eva desires stricken out in section 2. 

Yours, respectfully, H. J. Barling. 

Col. Joseph Murray, 

United States Fish Commissioner for the District of Alaska. 



San Francisco, February 7, 1895. 
Dear Sir: Tour valued favor of 1st instant Just received, also the bills, for pro- 
tection of salmon in Alaska^ referred to, in regard to which will say that I can 
discover nothing in them but that which will be a benefit to all. You are to be con- 
gratulated for having framed such a bill, and if you are successful in having it 
become a law will deserve much credit. These bills will afford the necessary 
protection and mean the maintenance of a permanent industry in the Territory. 
With my best wishes for your success, I remain, 

Yours, truly, B. D. Hume. 

Hon. Joseph Murray, 

Washington, D. C. 

It is not necessary, I thin^, to criticise all the objections raised by 
my friends to the bills proposed; for if once given a fair trial the 
faulty parts will easily be detected and quickly altered without injury 
to anyone. 

The main point to be considered is that the Alaska fisheries are of 
great extent, immense value, and deserving of the greatest care 3 that 
H. Doc. 92, pt. 2 21 
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the history of salmon in America is a history of wanton destruction and 
waste, and that unless we begin now to enact laws and rigidly enforce 
them for the protection of the species it is only a matter of time until 
the same destructive methods pursued from Maine to Oregon will pro- 
duce the same results in Alaska. 

An industry that has produced in Ave years 3,860,4^ cases of canned 
salmon — 184,822,368 pounds of the very finest and richest of human 
food — is undoubtedly one that is deserving of the very highest consid- 
eration from us all, and ought to have the best possible protection from 
the General Government. 

Particular attention is invited to the report for 1892 of the honorable 
Commissioner of Fisheries, from which I have largely quoted ; for there 
he shows, beyond the possibility of contradictiou, what destructive 
methods have been followed in other localities, and whic^, if continued 
in Alaska, will bring about the same direful and irreparable results. 

Knowing the possibilities that await Alaska in the near future if her 
natural resources are not allowed to be frittered away, and also know- 
ing how easy it is to make a bad or a good beginning, I re*spectfully 
recommend that all i)0ssible safeguards be thrown around those natural 
resources, consistent with the best interests of all who have investments 
made and business established in the Territory. 

A revenue cutter, reenforced by half a dozen steam launches, ought 
to be sent to and kept in Alaska for the purpose of enforcing the reve- 
nue laws — patrolling the inland waters, and carrying the oflacers of the 
Government ft'om place to place in the prosecution of their duties. The 
appointment of an inspector of Alaskan fisheries and two assistants, to 
visit and reside at the canneries during th^ fishing season, would be 
productive of great good to all those who are in favor of law and order 
and good government. 

All of which is very respectfully submitted. 

Joseph Mubbat, 
Special Agent for the Protection of Salmon Fisheries in Alaska. 

Hon. John G. Oablisle, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Exhibit A. 

Alaska aalman paok, 1889 to 189S, 



Finns. 



Alaska Packers' Association 
Canneries. 

Aleatiftn Island and Mining Go. . . 

Hume Packing Co 

Karluk Packing Ck) 

Kodiak PaoklDg Co 

Arctic Packing Co 

BoyalPacking Co 

Bosaian- American Packing Co . . . 

Arotio Packing Co 

Kodiak Packing Co 

Alaska Packing Co 

Bristol Bay Canning Co 

Kashagak Canning Co 

Arctic Packing Co 

Cbignik Bay Packing Co 

G.w.Hame 

Iforthem Packing Co 

Arctic Packing Co 

Central Alaska Co 

Thin Point Packing Co 

Pacific Packing Co 

Aberdeen Packincc Co 

Alaska Salmon Packing and For 
Co. 

Chilkat Packing Co 

Pyramid Trading and Fishing Co. 



Total. 



Canneries not belonging to the 
Alaska Packers' Asmmation. 



Alaska Improvement Co 

Astoria Packing Co 

Baranofl Packing Co 

Bering Sea Packing Co 

Boston Fishing and Trading Co . . 

Chilkat Cannery Co 

Metlakahtia Industrial Co 

North Pacific Trading and Paok- 
ingCo. 

Pacific Steam Whaling Co 

PeninsulaTradingandFishing Co . 
B.D.Hume&Co , 



Total 

Grand total . 



Location of 
canneries. 



Karlak 

...do 

....do 

do 

Eyak , 

Afognak , 

AUtak!!".'!'.lir.! 

do 

Kashagak River. 

BristofBay 

.....do...:. 

do 

ChisnikBay 

Cooks Inlet 

do 

....do 

Thin Point 

...do 

Copper River 

Wrangell 

Loilng , 



ChUkat River 

Pyramid Harbor. . 



Kadiak 

Rain Island 

BaranoiT Islands . 

Ugashik 

Yes Bay 

Chilkat River.... 

Mntlakahtla 

Klawak 



Copper River . 
karluk .".".;.'.*; 



Number of 



1880. 



53,600 
28,000 
63,145 
27,600 
37,000 
16,000 
25,000 
18,000 



20,000 
82,000 
27,000 



22.000 



18,500 
81,000 

1,748 
27,000 

5,000 
13.800 
25,500 

12,000 
16,000 



1880. 



39,308 
36,000 
80,114 
47,000 
44,000 
11,000 
28,484 
17,400 
16,250 
25,000 
31,000 
26,000 



44,000 
13,000 
16,000 



7,017 

2,400 

13,000 

15,800 

22,780 

17,327 
17,000 



614,703 I 576.830 



26,000 



8,700 



7,000 
10,000 



27,000 
0,600 
10,475 



0,327 
20.000 



11,870 10,106 



15,000 
2.531 



16.000 
12,110 



84,601 I 114,620 



500,304 I 601,450 



1801. 



80,800 
86,000 
66,483 
32,800 
83,100 



25,300 
20,100 
22,000 
81,071 
20,400 
80,000 
30,000 
75,000 
21,000 
17,000 
20,000 
7,000 
4,000 
27,000 
16,000 
22,800 

13, 875 
13,500 



620,220 



52,000 
16,200 
7,040 
5,000 
17,335 
20,040 
6,000 
9.^1 

24,000 
20,074 



178,770 



807,000 



1892. 



76,000 
67,500 



21.000 



81,500 
32, 100 



60,000 
21,200 



21,000 



28,700 



840,000 



52,000 



10,200 



13,741 
22,500 
11,300 



100, 741 



458,741 



1803. 



60,050 
50,220 
30,138 



25,777 



87.188 
34,750 



35,848 
57,553 



31,666 



28,009 
22,728 
25,153 



13,1 



462,646 



38,796 



9,609 



15,102 
19,418 
12,500 



35,000 
15,270 
15,492 



161, 186 



623,882 
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Exhibit B. 

statistics of Alaska salmon pack, season 189S, 
ALASKA PACKERS' ASSOCIATION 



Name. 



Bristol Bay Canning 

Co. 
Alaska Packing Co. . 
Arctic Packing Co. . . 

Do 

Thin Point Packing Co 
Karluk Packing Co. . 
Hnme Packing Co. . . 
Kodiak Packing Co.. 
Acetic Packing Co. . . 
Arctic Fishing Co. . . 
Chignik Bay Joking 

Co. 
Pacific Packing Co 

Pyramid Harbor Pack-' 
Ing Co. 

Glacier PackingCo. . 

Alaska Salmon Pack- 
ing and Fur Co. 

Ugashik Fishing SU- 
tion. 



Location. 



Nnshagak . 



....do 

....do 

Naknek .... 
Thin Point . 

Karlnk 

do 

....do 

Alitak 

Knssiloff . . . 
Chignik.... 



Total. 



Prince Williams 

Sound. 
Pyramid Harbor. . 

FortWrangell... 
Loring 



Selina River.. 



Men employed. 



White. 



754 



Na- 
tive. 



41 



Chi- 
nese. 



87 



15 
30 
28 
25 
15 
30 
20 

23 

50 

^\ 

32 I 



153 
150 
75 
60 
68 
140 

68 

61 

55 
50 



439 1,135 



Appara- 
tus used. 



GiUneta 

...do... 
...do... 
...do... 
Seine... 
....do... 
....do... 
....do... 
...do .. 
Gill nets. 
Gill neto 
and seine. 
....do. 



Gill nets 



...do.... 
Seine. 



.do. 



Salmon taken. 



King. Red. Silver. 



15,000 

16,000 
13,000 



30,000 



6,000 



80,000 



4,767,000 



260,000 

290.000 
290,000 
100,000 
60,000 
800,000 
800,000 
400,000 
300,000 
170,000 
600,000 

220,000 

140,000 

85,000 
42,000 

200,000 



22,000 

24,000 
38,000 



34,000 
61000 

72,000 



06,000 
160,000 



500,000 



Name. 



Caaea. 



Barrels. 



Steam- 
ers. 



Light- I 

era and, Value. 

boats. 



Neta. 



Sail ton- 



Num- 
ber. 



Value. 



nage 
ploy 



>yed. 



Value 

of 
plant. 



Bristol Bay Canning 
Co. 

Alaska Packing Co. . . . 

Arctic Packing Co 

Do 

Thin Point PackingCo 

Karluk PackingCo. - . . 

Hume Packing Co 

Kodiak Packing Co. . . 

Arctic PackingCo 

Arctic Fishing Co 

Chignik Bay Packing 
Co. 

Pacific Packing Co. . . . 

Pyramid Harbor Pack- 
ing Co. 

glacier Packing Co 

Alaska Salmon Pack- 
ing and Fur Co. 

Ugashik Fishing Sta- 
tion. 



84,750 

37,188 
35,848 



40 $12, 000 



59,220 
59,959 
30,138 
25,777 
31,665 
57,553 

28,999 
13,668 

22,728 
25,163 



850 

2,000 

1.232 

68 



73 
200 
82 



42 ' 
41 



10 
85 



1,970 



Total.. 



462,646 



6,496 



20 



413 



12,000 
10,000 
13,000 
6,000 
25,000 
15,000 
10,000 
10,000 
16,000 
19,000 

25,000 
16,000 

13,000 
2,000 

1,300 



205,300 



627 



$4,000 

4,200 

4,100 

800 

800 

2,400 

2,400 

1,200 

800 

4,000 

4,500 

3,500 
2,500 

1,500 
800 

600 



881 

1,072 

611 

555 

176 

2,694 

2,650 

1,100 

771 

1,876 

1,625 



1,187 I 

636 , 
668 

238 



#91.000 

91,000 
91,000 
2,500 
20.000 

I 136,500 

' 120,250 
123,500 

I 52,000 
32,600 
71,500 

! 

39,000 
89,000 

27.300 
52,000 

1,500 



38,100 



17, 113 990. 550 
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SUHi9Hoa of Alaska sahium pack, season XSSS—ConHxaied. 
COKPOBATIONS ^OT IN THE ALASKA PA.CKSB8* ASSOCIATION. 



Name. 



Location. 



Caaee. 



Barrels. 



C. E. Whitney & Co , 

L.A.Peder8on 

Chaa. Nelson 

Lynde&Hongh 

Alaska Improvement Co 

R.D.Hame&Co...^ 

Oliver Smith 

CD.Ladd 

Pacific Steam Whaling Co 

Peninsular Fishing and Trading Co 

Chilkat Canning (^ 

Foard & Stokes 

Baranoff Packing Co , 

North Pacific Fishing and Trading Co. 

Cape Fox Packing Co 

Boston Fishing and Trading Co 

Metlakahtla Industrial Co 

J. Macanley , 

Yarions 



Total. 



Nnshagak 

Nafaoek 

Selina River 

Shomagin Islands 

Karluk 

do 

Kadiak Island 

Cooks Inlet 

Prince William Sound. 

Copper River 

Pyramid Harbor 

Port Althorp 

BaranoiT Island 

Klawak 

CapeFox 

Yes Bay 

MetiakahtU 

Whale Bay 

Southeaatem Alaska .. 



36,705 
16,429 



35,000 
15,270 
19, 418 



0,009 
12,595 



15,102 
12,500 



173, 718 



1,400 

2.000 

2,700 

206 



6 

2,600 

466 



600 
1,006 

157 
2,000 



600 
1.400 



15,779 



Exhibit 0. 

Staiistios of Alaska salmon pack, season of 1894. 
ALASKA PACKERS' ASSOCIATION. 





Location. 


Men employed. 


Apparatus 
used. 


Salmon taken. 


Name. 


White. 


Na- 
tlve. 


Chi- 
neae. 

87 

90 
85 


King. 


Red. 


Silver. 


Bristol Bay Canning 

Co. 
Alaska Packing Co. . . 


do 


«0 

62 
58 
15 
18 

100 
92 
85 
56 
60 

66 

74 

31 
25 

25 

34 


41 

40 
45 


GiU neto. 

....do.... 
....do.... 
do 


3,000 

4,500 
3,000 


283,000 

270,000 
307,000 
128,550 
125,950 

1,006,000 

1,066,000 

300,000 

283,000 

600,000 

270,000 

340,000 

80,000 
37,000 

134,000 

112, 850 


18,000 
15,000 


Arctic Packing Co... 


.... do 


14,000 


Do 


Naknek 




Thin Point Packing 

Co. 
Karluk Packing Co. . . 
Hume Packing Co 


Thin Point 

Karluk 


17 

50 
48 
17 
40 
26 

33 

61 

51 
36 


132 
132 
52 
75 
124 

60 

70 

55 
65 


Seine.... 






....do 






do 


....do .... 






Arctic Packing Co... 
Arctic Fishing Co.... 
Chignik Bay Packing 

Co. 
Pacific Packing Co... 

Pyramid Harbor Pack- 
ing Co. 
Glacier Packlng_Co. . . 
Alaska Salmon l*ack- 


Alitak 


....do .... 






KnsiloflT 


GiU net.. 
Gill net 
and seine. 
....do.... 

GiU net.. 

....do.... 
Seine . . . 


15,500 

2.000 
7,000 
6,000 


19,000 


Chignik 




Prince William 

Sound. 
Pyramid Harbor.. 

FortWrangell.... 
TiOring t - - T 


17,000 

11,000 

126,000 
205,000 


ing and Fur Co. 
Point Roberts Pack* 


Koggiung 

Selina River 


GUI net.. 






ing Co. 
Ugashik Fishing Sta- 






Gill nets 
and seine. 












Total 


810 


505 


1,027 


41,000 


5, 403, 350 


425,000 
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StaH$Hc$ of AUuka aalman padkj «MW<m of 1894 — Continued. 
ALASKA PACKBBS* ASSOCIATION. 





Cases. 


Barrels. 


Steam- 
ers. 


Light- 
ersand 
boats. 


Value. 

$12,000 
12,000 
10,000 
13,000 
6,000 
80,000 
20,000 
10.000 
16,000 
19,000 

25,000 
16,000 

13,000 
2,000 

1,200 

1,200 


KeU. 


Sail ton- 
nage em- 
ployed. 


Value 


Name. 


Num- 
ber. 


Value. 


of 
plant. 


Bristol Bay Canning Co 

Alaska Packing Co... 

ArcUc Packing Co.... 

0O 


80.900 
80,038 
80,418 


"'iio' 

2,571 
2,519 

* '364* 

4 
20 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
8 
2 
1 
2 
2 

8 

1 

1 


40 
42 
41 
8 
10 
47 
48 
20 
40 
24 

40 
25 

14 

8 

6 

6 


80 
84 
82 
16 

4 
15 
15 

4 
80 
90 

70 
50 

30 

4 

3 
3 


$4,000 

4.200 

4,100 

800 

800 

3,000 

3.000 

800 

4.000 

4,500 

3,500 
2,500 

1,500 
800 

600 

600 


940 

632 

1,072 

554 

268 

1,831 

1,830 

1,161 

1.129 

1,536 

1.276 
1,182 

636 

771 

234 
310 


$91,000 

91,000 

91.000 

2,500 


ThinPointPnckingCo 

Karluk Packing Co. . . . 

Hume Packing Co 

Arctic Packing Co ... . 

Arctic Fishing Co 

Chignik Bay Packing 
Co. 

Pacific Packing Co ... . 

Pyramid Harbor Pack- 
ing Co. 

Glacier Packing Co. . . . 

Alaska Salmon Pack- 




20.000 


79,000 
70,000 
27.720 
34,038 
55,852 

28,878 
38,781 

25.250 
26,860 


136,500 
120.250 
52,000 
32,500 
71.500 

39,000 
89.000 

27,800 
52,000 

1 600 


ingandFurCo. 
Point Hoberts Pack- 


2,680 
2.267 




ing Co. 
Ugashik Fishing Sta- 




1,500 






Total 


485,883 


10,825 


20 


419 


206,400 


680 


88,700 


15, 357 MS. l»n 













CORPOBATIONS NOT IN ALASKA PACKBBS' ASSOCIATION. 



Name. 



C. E. Whitney ^k Co 

Prosper Fishing and Trading Co 

L. A.Pederson 

Bering Sea Packing Co 

Chas. Nelson 

Norton, Teller dl^ Co 

Lynde & Hough 

Oliver Smith 

Alaska Improvement Co 

R. D.Hume &Co 

CD.Ladd 

Pacific Steam Whaling Co 

Peninsular Fishing and Trading Co 

Baranoff Packing Co 

North Pacific Fishins and Trading Co . 

Boston Fishing and Trading Co 

Metlakahtla Industrial Co 

MiUer&Co 

Cape Fox Packing Co 

Various 

Tolstoi Salting Station 



Total 



Location. 



Nushagak 

KTlchii 

Naknek 

Ugashik 

do 

do 

Shumagin Islands 

Kadiak Island 

Karluk 

Tanglefoot Bay 

Cooks Inlet 

Prince William Sound . 

Copper River 

Baranoff Island 

Klawak 

Yes Bay 

Metlakahtla 

CardovlaBay 

Cape Fox 

Southeastern Alaska . . 



Cases. 



17,394 



44,300 
26,984 

'29,066' 
15,000 
10, 910 
13,620 
12,000 
14,000 



183,208 



Barri'lH. 



650 
2,000 
2,640 

2," 600 
596 

30 
2,000 

45 



2,064 



61 



1,800 

2,000 

4,000 

700 



21,186 
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Exhibit D. 

Salmon packing stations in Alaska, 



No. I 



LooaUty. 



Name of oompany. 



Can- 
nery. 



Salt- 
ery. 



Her- 
ring. 



Chiloat 

Port Althojrp , 

Klllisnoo , 

RedFiahBay 

FortWrangell , 

Yes Bay 

Lorinjff 

Port Cheater , 

KUwak 

CordovifrBay 

TolBtoiBay 

PortEllia 

Cape Fox , 

Copper River, Delta Peninsula. 
Eyak Village 



Alaska Packars' Association 

Ford & Stokes 

HerrinarFishery 

Baranoff Packing Co 

Alaska Packers' Association 

Boston Fishing and Trading Co. 

Alaska Packers' Association 

Metlakahtla Industrial Co 

Korth Pacific and Packing Co. . . 

Miller & Co 

do 

Kniu Island 



Cooks Inlet, Kussilo River . 
West side of Cooks Inlet . . . 

Afoenak^ 

Karluk River 

Alaska Improvement Co. . . . 

R.D.Hume&Co 

AlitakBay 

Ugak Bay, Eagle Harbor. . . 

ChignikBay 

Pirate Cove, Popoff 

Thin Point 

Ugaihlk 



Fish and Trading Co 

Pacific Steam Wballng Co . . . 
Alaska Packers* Association. 

do 

O.D.Ladd&Co 



Alaska Packers' Association. 



Naknek River.. 
Kvichak River . 
Kushaffak . 



FortiJexander.. 



Alaska Packers' Association (used up) 

Oliver Smith 

Alaska Packers' Association 

McCollum Trading Co 

Alaska Packers' Association 

Bering Sea Packing Co 

Alaska Packers' Assoclafion 

Sullivan River Packing Co 

Johnson 

Alaska Packers' Association 

Peterson 

Alaska Packers' Association 

Prosper Fish and Trading Co 

AlasKa Packers' Association 

Whiteney Company 



Total. 



27 



1 Not in operation. 

Exhibit E. 

Sailing distances from Cape Fox to the different salmon canneries in Alaska. 
[Figures in parentheses are map numbers.] 



Localities. 



(18) Cape Fox to (10) Cordovia Bay 

(13) Cape Fox to (8) Port Chester 

(10) Cordovia Bay to (9) Klawak 

(8) Port Chester to (11) Tolstoi Bay 

(8) Port Chester to (7) Loring 

(7) Loring to (6) Yes Bay 

(11) Tolstoi Bay to (5) Fort Wrangell 

(5) Fort Wrangell to (12) Port Ellu 

<9) Klawak to (4) Red Fish Bay 

(4) Red Fish Bay to (2) Port Althorp 

(2) Port Althorp to (8) ElUisnoo 

(3) Killisnoo to (1) Chiloat Inlet 

(1) Cfailcatlnletto (14) Copper River Delta 

(14) Copper River Delta to (15) Eyak Vil- 
lage 



Miles. 



50 
100 
60 
60 
25 
100 
100 
150 
150 
200 
200 
1,000 

60 



Localities. 



(15) Eyak Village to (17) Afognak 

(17)^Afognak to (20) Ugak Bay, Eagle 
Harbor 

(20) Ugak Bay to (10) Alitak Bay 

(19) Alitak Bay to (18) Earluk River .... 
(18) Earluk River to (21) Chlgnik Bay. . . 

(21) Chlgnik Bay to (22) Pirate Cove .... 

(22) Pirate Cove to (23) Thin Point 

(23) Thin Point to (24) Ugashik 

(25) Naknek River to (26) Kvichak River. 

(20) Xvichak River to (27) Nnshagak. . . . 

Total 



MUes. 



500 

75 

100 
100 
300 
200 
160 
600 
25 
100 



4,875 



Exhibit P. 

Amount of tin consumed in the salmon canneries of Alaska, cost, and import duty paid, 
for the year ending December 31, 1894, 

Boxes 74,000 

Cost $230,000 

Dutypifcid r $173,000 
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APPENDIX. 
No. 1. — ExtraoU from tvpor^ on the salmon fisheries of Alaska, "by Marshall McDonald, 

July 2, 1892. 

ORIGIN AND DEVSLOPMSNT OF THX AIA8KAN SALMON FI8HBRIE8. 

The marvelous abandance of several species of Balmen in Alaskan waters has been 
long known, bat in conseanence of the remoteness of this region and its inaocessi- 
biUty, the abundant supply in rivers nearer markets, and a oisposition on the part 
of buyers to nnderrate Alaskan products, its fishery resources have not been laid 
under contribntion for market supply within a few years, during which we have seen, 
as the result of reckless aud improvident fishing, the practical destmction of the sal- 
mon fisheries of the Sacramento and the reduction of the take on the Columbia to less 
than one-half of what it was in the early history of the salmon-canning industry on 
that river. At present the streams of Alaska furnish the larger proportion of the 
canned salmon which find their way to the markets. 

The pioneer in the early development of the ealmon-oanning industry in Alaskan 
waters was the Alaska Commercial Company, which in 1887 established a cannery 
on Karlnk River, on the west side of Kadiak Island, and packed about 13,000 cases 
of salmon. The enterprise proved exceedingly profitable, and operations were 
rapidly extended so that the pack of this company on the Karluk River in 1888 
aggr^gftted 101,000 cases of 48 pounds each, representing a catch of over 1,200,000 
blue backs or red salmon in the estuary of a small stream with a volume and drain- 
age area not exceeding that of Rock Creek (the small stream flowing through the 
Zoolo|fical Park and discharging into the Potomac River within the city limits of 
Washmgton, D. C). The enormous production of this year was secured by entirely 
obstructing the river by running a fence across so that no fish could pass up, and by 
coutinuing canning operations without intermission nntil late in Octooer, wnen most 
of the fish were dark and unfit for food. 

The immense pack made by the Alaska Commercial Company in 1887 and 1888, the 
fame of which quickly extended to San Francisco, had two important results. The 
attention of Congress was directed to the inevitable disaster that would overtake the 
salmon fisheries of Alaska uuleas prompt measures were taken to restrain the improv- 
ident and destructive methods employed for the capture of the salmon. Accordingly, 
upon the> recommendation of the Commissioner of Fisheries, an act for the protection 
of the salmon fisheries was introduced into Congress and became a law on March 2, 
1889, as follows: 

AN ACT to provide for the protection of the uliiion flsheriee of AlMka. 

**B6 it enacted by the Senate and House of Rq^esentatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled. That the erection of dams, barricades, or other obstructions in 
any of the rivers of Alaska, with the purpose or result of preventing or impeding 
the ascent of salmon or other anadromoos species to their spawn ing grounds, is 
hereby declared to be unlawful, and the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby autho- 
ized and directed to establish such regulations and surveillance as may be necessary 
to insure that this prohibition is strictly enforced and to otherwise protect the sal- 
mon fisheries of Alaska; and every person who shall be found guilty of a \iulation 
of the provisions of this section shall be fined not less than two hundred and fifty 
dollars for each day of the continuance of such obstruction. 

" Sec. 2. That the Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries is hereby empowered and 
directed to institute an investigation into the habits, abundance, and distribution 
of the salmon of Alaska, as well as the present conditions and methods of the fish- 
eries, with a view of recommending to Congress such additional legislation as may 
be necessary to prevent the impairment or exhaustion of these valuable fisheries, 
and placing them under re^lar and permanent conditions of production. 

''Sec. 3. That section nineteen hundred and fifty-six of the Revised Statutes of 
the United States is hereby declared to include and apply to all the dominion of the 
United States in the waters of Bering Sea; and it shall be the duty of the President, 
at a timely season in each year, to issue his proclamation and cause the same to be 
published for one month in at least one newspaper, if any such there be, published 
at each United States port of entry on the Pacific Coast, warning all persons against 
entering said waters for the purpose of violating the provisions of said section ; and 
he shall also cause one or more vessels of the United States to diligently cruise said 
waters and arrest all persons, and aeise all vessels found to be, or to have been, 
engaged in any violation of the laws of the United States therein.'' 

This act, thou^^h authorizing and directing the Secretary of the Treasury to estab- 
lish such regulations and surreillanoe as should be necessary to insure that the pro- 
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hibition would ht enforced, neither preserlbed the machinery nor appropriated the 
means to carry it into effect. Some restraint has donbtless been imposed upon 
attemijts at violation of the law where they are likely to come nnder observation, 
but it is probably violated without hesitation or scruple where the chance of dis- 
covery is casual or remote. 

STATISnCS OF THB FI8HSBIEB. 

The immense take of salmon in the estnary of the Earlnk River in 1887 and 1888 
had the additional result of attracting attention to a field promising such extrava- 
gant retnms for the capital invested. More than 30 new canneries were established 
during the season of 1889. Five were located on the sand spit at the month of the 
Karluk River and 3 others so near as to draw their supplies irom that source. Over 
350,000 cases of red salmon, representing 4,000,000 fish, were taken from this insig- 
nificant rivulet in 1889 and sent into the markets of the world. During this season 
there were 36 canneries in operation in Alaska, and the value of the salmon pack 
amounted to $3,375,000. 

The following table, showing the Alaskan salmon pack from 1883, when systematic 
canning operations were first instituted, to 1890, after they had probably reached 
their largest development, is very interesting as well as suggestive ; interesting, as 
illustrating the wonderful wealth of the waters ; suggestive because wo know that 
it has been accomplished by irrational and destructive methods, and by improvident, 
willful, and eontemptuous disregard of natural laws^ whose aid and unobstructed 
operation are essential to the maintenance of a continaiug and prodactive Bftlmon 
fishery in Alaska: 

The AUulca salvum pooh from 188S to 1890. 



Year. 


Number of 
GMes. 


Tew. 


Number of 
caaee. 


1883 


86,000 
46,000 
74,860 
120,700 


1887 


190,200 


1884 


1888 


298,000 


1885 


1889 


676,000 
610,747 


1886 


1800 , 







A review of the statistics of the salmon pack of Alaska firom 1883 to 1890, compiled 
from data gathered by the division of fisheries of the United States Fish Commis- 
sion, shows thwc the total yield of the salmon fisheries of this region from 1883 to 
1890, both inclusive, was 2,050,497 cases of 48 pounds each, representing an aggregate 
production of 28,706,958 salmon within the period mentioned. During the first three 
years the pack was small, viz, 36,000 cases in 1883, 45,000 cases in 1884, and 74,850 cases 
m 1885. After this the increase in production was phenomenal, and in 1889 had 
reached the enormous amount of 675,000. Production in the subseq uent years receded 
slightly, but the aggregate for 1890 and 1891 did not fall much short of the pack of 
18^. Of the entire Alaskan yield, about one -half is taken from the estuary of the 
Karluk River. Adding the product of 1891 to the aggregate for previous years, we 
have a total yield of canned salmon since 1883, when regular canning began, amount- 
ing to nearly 2,750,000 cases, and a total value of $11,0^,000. 

Besides the canned salmon, the rivers of Alaska yield annually nearly 7,000 barrels 
of 200 pounds each of salt salmon. When we add to the above production the enor- 
mous quantities of salmon which are consumed by the natives in the fresh and dried 
condition, we shall be able to form some adequate idea of the immense value of the 
Alaskan salmon, and the importance of fostering and establishing conditions of per- 
manence for this great resource. 

In 1889 the salmon fishery gave employment to 66 vessels, including 13 steamers, 
13 barks, 2 brigs, and 1 ship. Thirty-six canneries were in active operation, not 
counting a number of small establishments whose pack was light and incidental to 
general trading with the natives. The capital stock of these canning companies 
ranged from $75,000 to $300,000. The estimated capital was $4,000,000 and the value 
of tiie pack, $8,375,000. 

FRBSEHT OOMIHTION OF THB FI8HBRIBS— OBSTRUCTIONS IN THS RIVKRS. 

Early in April, 1890, information reached the Commissioner of Fisheries in regard 
to a salmon trap, the construction of which had been determined upon by four can- 
nery firms located on the Nushagak River. About 25 miles from the mouth of this 
river is a tributary known as Wood River, into whieh most of the salmon entering 
the Noshagak make their way for the purpose of spawning in the two large lakes at 
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Its head. BelieviDff that each action was a violation of the act of Congress approved 
March 2, 18^, providing for the protection of the salmon fisheries of Alaska, the 
Commissioner transmitted the information to the Secretary of the Treasury with the 
suggestion that the uecessarv steps be taken by some of the Treasury officials in that 
region. The matter was referred to the chief of the Revenue-Marine Division with 
the recommendation that, if possible, the captain of one of the revenue-marine 
steamers cruising in Alaskan waters be directed to make an investigation and, if nec- 
essary, have the obstructions removed and the guilty parties arrested and prosecuted. 
On April 12 the chief of the Revenue-Marine Division returned the correspondence 
to the Commissioner of Fisheries with the information that the commanding officers 
of the revenue marine steamers cruising in Alaskan waters during the ensuing season 
would be instructed to enforce the law for the protection of the fisheries as far as cir- 
cumstjiuces would permit. He suggested, also, that the commanding officer of the 
Fish Commission steamer Albatrosi be instructed to investigate the complaint and 
enforce the law if found necessary. Inasmuch as the Commissioner of Fisheries did 
not have authority to give directions for the enforcement of the law, he wrote to the 
chief of the Revenue-Marine Division on April 17 that if the Secretary desired to 
confer the necessary authority upon the commanding officer of the Albatross, Lieut. 
Commander Z. L. Tanner, United States Navy, he would take pleasure in forwarding 
same. On the following day, therefore, the Acting Secretary of the Treasury, Hon. 
George S. Batcheller, forwarded to the Commissioner of Fisheries the following 
order, clothing the commander of the Albatross with the necessary authority to act 
in the matter, inclosing at the same time oopies of Treasury circular of March 16, 
1889, in relation to the matter: 

Trkasurt Department, Office of the Secretary, 

Washington, D, C, April 18, 1890. 
Sir: You are hereby clothed with full power and authority to enforce the provi- 
sions of law contained in act of Congress approved March 2, 1889, providing for the 
protection of the salmon fisheries of Alaska, which prohibits the erection of dams, 
barricades, or other obstructions in any of the rivers of Alaska, with the purpose or 
result of preventing or impeding the ascent of salmon or other auadromous species 
to their spawning grounds. 

Respectfully, yours, Geo. S. Batchbller, 

Acting Secretary, 
Lieut. Commander Z. L. Tanner. 

Commanding United States Fish Commiesion Steamer Albatross, 

San iYanoisoo, Cat. 
• « « • « « « 

This correspondence was referred to the ichthyologist of the Commission, who 
made the following report : 

United States Commission of Fish and Fisheries, 

Washington, D. C, July U, 1890. 
Sir: After having considered the letters of Lieut. Commander Z. L. Tanner, United 
States Navy, dated June 15 and 18, V^O, referring to the construction of a trap in 
Wood River, Alaska, I respectfully ofier my opinion that such a contrivance for the 
capture of salmon is of the nature of an obstruction which would impede and, in all 
probability, prevent the ascent of salmon to their spawning grounds. It is therefore 
clearly a violation of the act approved March 2, 1889, a portion of wliich is quoted 
herewith : 

[Pnblio No. 158.— An act to provide for the protection of the salmon flsherieB of Alaska.] 

**Beit enacted by the Senate and Rouse of BepreeentaHves of tfe« United States of America 
in Congress tusembled, That the erection of dams, barricades, or other obstructions in 
any of the rivers of Alaska, with the purpose or result of preventing or impeding 
the ascent of salmon or other auadromous species to their spawning grounds, is 
hereby declared to be unlawful, and the Secretary of the lYeasury is hereby author- 
ized and directed to establish such regulations and surveillance as may be necessary 
to insure that this prohibition is strictly enforced and to otherwise protect the salmon 
fisheries of Alaska; and every person who shall be found guilty of a violation of the 
provisions of this section shall be fined not less than two hundred and fifty dollars 
for each day of the continuance of such obstruction.'' 

It has been demonstrated that traps in salmon rivers will speedily exterminate the 
salmon. Newfoundland famishes a satisfactory illustration of this fact. So well is 
this matter understood that British Columbia forbids altogether the capture of 
salmon in narrow reaches of streams, and the rivers are guarded to see that the close 
time and other regulations are observed ; the length of nets and their size of mesh 
are fixed by law; eveu the oflfal from canneries is not allowed to lie in the way of 
asoending nah. 
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The Al«ftVan Bahnon finns are in the Territonr to get fish. They prefer to get them 
withoat ii^ury to the fhtnre of the hnaiiieaii if possible, bnt get them they must or 
he overcome by financial disaster. In their efforts to win success they have often 
stretched nets across the mouths of small streams and prevented the salmon from 

foing up until a sufficient number had coliected to make a good seine haul possible, 
hey have erected traps in rivers in such a way as to stop every salmon from ascend- 
ing, and, in some oaaes, actually built impassable barricades to prevent the ascent of 
fisn entirely until the demands of the canneries were satisfied. Even when fishing 
regulations were adopted by mutual agreement among the firms interested indiyidoal 
infractions of the rule were only too irequent. 

The trap men on Wood River are building upon the well-known habit of the 
qniimat (or king salmou) of following along the shores in shallow water to escape 
ft*ora enemies. All tlie conditions, both natural and invented, will favor the entrance 
of salmon into the great inolosure at the end of the leader of netting. In all proba- 
bility few salmon will swim in mid-channel and reach the upper waters and lake 
sources of the river, and it will always be possible to cutoff this remnant in the 
manner suggested by Lieutenant-Commander Tanner, and actually practiced by fish- 
ermen on occasions, that of stretching a seine across the open water. If the Govern- 
ment should interpret its acts so as to allow the use of traps, in spite of the unfortu- 
nate outcome of such appliances in neighboring countries, it should then prescribe 
regulations for the conduct of the fishery and appoint agents to see that the laws are 
enforced. If these matters are left solely to the discretion of the individuals having 
a financial interest in this fishery there will soon be no salmon to protect. 
Very respectfully, 

T. H. Bean, 
lehthyologUi, United States Fish CammisHim. 
Col. Marshall McDonald, . 

United States CommUeianer of Fiah and Fisheries, 

Absolute prohibition of the oanture of salmon by the use of any kind of nets or 
traps within 100 yards of the mouths of the rivers would assure that some proportion 
of each run of salmon would succeed in entering the streams and reaching the 
spawning grounds. 

The prohibition of the use of more than one seine in the same berth would prevent 
that actual and effective obstruction of the approaches to the rivers which is now 
accomplished by the use of seines in pairs sweeping the same area and succeeding 
each other so continuously as to capture every fish cominff within the seine berth. 

The above requirements, reasonably and uniformly enforced, would probably be 
sufficient to maintain regular conditions of production and render permanent this 
great food source. Shoiud they be supplemented by recourse to artificial propaga- 
tion on an adequate scale, it will be possible not onlj*^ to maintain the present supply, 
but probably greatly to increase the annual production. The enforcement of the 
regulations and requirements above indicated would, however, demand constant 
minute supervision and the employment of a large personnel and difficult adminis- 
tration. 

It is believed that better results and more satisfactory administration could be 
accomplished by limiting the catch in each stream to its actual productive capacity 
under existing conditions, and by leasing the privileges of taking the salmon to the 
highest bidder. The lessees of any river would see that there was no trespassing 
upon privUeges for which they paid. The limitation of the catch being kept safely 
within the natural productive capacity of the stream, greater care would be exercised 
by the canners, the quality of the products would be improved, and stability of prices 
assured by reason of the fact that the total production would be approximately 
known in advance of the season. 

The number of cases packed would be a matter of easy and accurate ascertainment 
by the Gk>vernment agent charged witJi that duty. Should the funds obtained from 
the lessees be applied first to the administration of the regulations of the fishery, and 
the balance devoted to systematic fish-culture, it is probable that the revenues from 
these fisheries will not only suffice for their rational management, but will permit 
and provide for such extensive fish-cultural operations as will not only maintain 
present conditions and production, but also greatly increase the annual output. 
Very respectfully, 

Marshall McDonald, Commissioner. 



No. 2.^0regon Statutes, voh g, of fishing for salmon, 

Sbg. 3489. It shall not be lawful to take or fish for salmon in the Columbia River 
or its tributaries, by any means whatever, in any year hereafter during the months 
of March; August, and September; nor at the weekly close times in the months of 



Digitized by 



Google 



428 ALASKA IHDUSTRIfiS. 

April, Jnne, and Jnly ; that is to say, between the honr of six o'clock in the afternoon 
of each and eTery Satnrday until six o'clock in the afternoon of Sunday following; 
and any person or persons catchinc^ salmon in violation of the provisions of this 
section, or purchasing salmon so nnlawfiilly caught, shall, npon conviction thereof, 
be fined in a snm of not less than five hundred dollars nor more than one thousand 
dollars for the first offense, and for each and every subsequent offense, upon convic- 
tion thereof, shall be fined not less than one thousand dollars, to which may be added, 
at the discretion of the court, imprisonment in the county jail for a term not exceed- 
ing one year. 

Sec. 3490. It shall not be lawful to fish for salmon in the Columbia River or its 
tributaries during the said months of April, May, June, and July with gill nets the 
meshes of which are less than four and one-eighth inches square, nor with seines 
whose meshes are less than three inches square, nor with weir or fish traps whose 
slats are less than two and one-half iuches apart. 

Nothing herein contained shall prevent fish ins in said river or its tributaries with 
dip nets during the fishing season as established and defined by section thirty-four 
hundred and eight^r-nine. 

Every trap or weir shall have in that part thereof where the fish are usually taken 
an opening at least one foot wide, extending upward from the bottom toward the 
top of the weir or trap five feet, ami the netting, slats, and other material used to 
close such aperture while fishing shall be taken out, carried upon shore, and there 
Mmain during the said months of March, August, and September, and the weekly 
close time in the months of April, May, June, and July, as prescribed in section 
thirty-four hundred and eighty-nine, to the intent that during said close time the 
salmon may have free and unobstructed passage through such weir, trap, or other 
structure, and no contrivance shall be plaoed m any part of such structure which 
shall tena to hinder such fish. 

In case the inclosure where the fish are taken is fiimished with a board floor an 
opening extending from the floor five feet toward the top of the weir or trap shall 
be equivalent to extending the said opening from bottom to top. 

Any person or persons violating the provisions of this section or encouraging its 
violation by knowingly purchasing salmon so unlawfully caught shall be deemed 
guilty of misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined for the first offense 
not less than five hundrad dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, to which may 
be added imprisonment in the county jail for a term not exceeding one year. 

Sec. 3491. The person or persons making complaint of any violations of the pro- 
visions of this act shall, upon conviction of the offender, be entitled to one-half the 
fine recovered; and any prosecuting attorney who shall, upon complaint being made 
to him of the violation of this act, fail to prosecute the party accusedshall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeanor in oflice, and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in the 
sum of five hundred dollars for each and every offense. 

Sec. 3492. This act shall not be so construed as to interfere in any way with any 
establishment or enterprise for the propagation of salmon, whether by the United 
States Government or any regularly organized company or society for that purpose, 
located or operated upon said Columbia River or any of its tributaries. 

Sec. 3493. It shall be unlawful for the proprietor of any sawmill on the Columbia 
River or any of its tributuries, or any emplo.vee therein, to cast the sawdust made 
by such sawmill, or suffer or permit such sawdust to be thrown or discharged in 
any manner, into said river or its tributaries below the Cascades of the Columbia 
River and falls of the Willamette River. 

For each and every willful violation of this section the party guilty of such vio- 
lation shall be liable to a fine of fifty dollars for each and every such offense, to be 
recovered before a justice of the peace of the proper county. 

Sec. 3494. Any party convicted of any violation of the provisions of this law shall 
be sentenced to pay the fine and costs adjudged, and in default of pay ing or securing 
the payment thereof, he shall be committed to the county jail untiJ such fine and 
costs shall be paid or secured, until he shall have been imprisoned one day for every 
two dollars of such fine and costs. But execution may at any time issue against the 
property of the defendant for whatever sum may be due of such fine or costs. 

Upon payment of such fine or costs, or the balance after deducting the commuta- 
tion bv imprisonment or securing the same, the party shall be discharged. 

All fines and penalties collected for violation of this act shall constitute a fund for 
the maintenance of hatching houses for the propagation of sidmon, and be disbursed 
in accordance with the provisions of an act entitled ''An act to encourage the estab- 
ishment of hatching houses for the propagation of salmon in the waters of the 
Columbia River.'' 

Sec. 3495. All fines and penalties hereby or herein imposed shall be enforced and 
collected as other fines and penalties, and jurisdiction to enforce such fines not heiein 
given to the justices' courts shall be vested in the circuit court of the proper county. 

SfiC. 3496« It shall be unlawful to catch salmon fish with net, seine, or trap, iuany 
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Btream of water, bay, or inlet of the sea, or river of this State, at any season of the 
year between sanset on Saturday and sunset on the Sunday following of each and 
every week. 

Sec. 3497. Any person who shall violate this act, either by fishing with the means 
and appliances aforesaid or hiring others to do so, shall be guilty of misdemeanor, 
and be fined in any sum not less than fifty nor exceeding one hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, and by imprisonment in the county jail of the proper county not less than five 
days nor more than ten days. 

Sec. 3498. Justices of the peace shall have concurrent jurisdiction in such oases. 



No. 3. — Extracts from a treatise on the law of Scotland relating to rights of fishing, by 

Stewart. 

SALMON FISHING — POACHING AND OTHER OFFENSES. 

FUhing by means of a light, eto.^By the act 1868 (31 and 32 Vict., o. 123, 17) it is 
enacted *^ that every person that shall use any light or fire of any kind, or any spear, 
leister, gafi*, or other like instrument, or otter, for catching saunon, or anv instru- 
ment for dragging for salmon, or have in his possession a light or any of tne afore- 
said instruments under such circumstances as to satisfy the court before whom be 
is tried that he intended at the time to catch salmon by means thereof, shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding £5, and shall forfeit any of the aforesaid instru- 
ments and any salmon found in liis possession; but this section shall not apply to 
any person using a gaff as auxiliary to angling with a rod and line." 

Dynamite, — No person may kill fish in the United Kingdom by means of dynamite 
or any explosive (40 and 41 Vict., c. 66.) 

Catehin^ salmon leaping at afalL—Bj the act 1868 (31 and 32 Vict., c. 123, 15, sub- 
sec. 5) it IS enacted that '^ every person who 'sets or uses, or aids in setting or using, 
a net or any other engine for the capture of salmon when leaping at or trving to 
ascend any fall or other impediment, or when faUing back after leaping,' shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding £5, and to a further penalty not exceeding £2 for 
every salmon taken, and shall forfeit the salmon so taken; he shall further be liable 
in the expenses of the prosecution.'' 

With regard to this prohibition, it seems only necessary to remark that it extends 
only to machinery of a flxedmatare, and imports no prohibition of dragging pools 
lying at the foot of falls. 

Taking or destroying the young salmon or obstructing their passage, or disturbing spawn- 
ing beds.'-By the act 1868 (31 and 32 Vict., c. 123, 19) it is enacted that '< every per- 
son who shall w ill f ally take or destroy any smolt or sa]mon fry, or shall buy, sell, or 
expose for sale, or have in his possession the same, or shall place any device or engine 
for the pui^pose of obstructing the passage of the 'same, or shall willfully injure the 
same, or shall willfuUv injure or disturb any salmon spawn or disturb any spawning 
bed, or any bank or shallow in which the spawn of salmon may be, or during the 
annual close time shall obstruct or impede salmon in their passage to any such bed, 
bank, or shallow, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding £5 for every such offense, 
and shall forfeit every en^ne used in committing such offense, together with any 
smolt or salmon fry found in his possession." 

The clause goes on to declare that this provision shall not " apply to acts done ibr 
the purpose of the artificial propagation of salmon or for other scientific purposes, 
or in the course of cleaning and repairing any dam or mill lade, or in the coarse of 
the exercise of rights of property in the bed of any stream." It provides also that 
the district board may, with the consent of all the proprietors of salmon fisheries in 
any river or estuary, adopt such means as they think fit for preventing the ingress 
of salmon into narrow streams, in which the fish or the spawning beds are, from the 
nature of the channel, liable to be destroyed, but always so that no water rights 
used or enjoyed for the purpose of manulactures, of agriculture, or of drainage uiall 
be interfered with thereby. 

''No fixed engine of any description shall be placed or used for catching salmon in 
any inland or tidal waters ; and any engine placed or usea in contravention of this 
section may be taken possession of or destroyed ; and any engine so placed or used 
and any salmon taken by such engine shall be forfeited; and in adoition thereto, 
the owner of any engine placed or used in contravention of this section shall, for 
each day of so placing or using the same, incur a penalty not exceeding £10; and 
for the purposes of this section, a net that is secured by anchors or otherwise tem- 
porarily fixed to the soil shall be deemed to be a fixed engine ; but this section shall 
not affect any ancient right or mode of fishing as lawfuUy exercised at the time of 
the x>assing of this act by any person b^ virtue of an^ grant or charter or ioime- 
morial usage : Provided, always^ That nothing in this teotioa fioatained shall be deemed 
to apply to fishing weirs or fishing milldams," 
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No. 4. — Extracts from Bund'i law of salmon fisheries in Englafid and Wales, 
[Sftlmon-fishery act, 1861.] 

(1) Causinj^ or knowingly permitting liquid or solid matter to be placed into any 
waters coutaiuing salmon, or into the tributaries of such waters, that poisons^r kiUs 
tisb. Penalties: First offense, £5; second, not less than £2 lOs., not more than £10 
and £2 a day; third, not less than £5, not more than £20 a day, from the date of 
third conviction ; fourth, not less than £20 a day. 

(2) Using or having in possession lights, otters laths, jacks^ wires, snares, stroke 
halls, snatches, or other like instruments (except gaffs as auxiliary to a rod and line) 
for taking salmon, trout, or char. Penalty : Forfeiture of instruments ; first offense, 
£5; second, not less than £2 lOs., not more than £5; third, not less than £5, or 
imprisonment for not less than one or more than six mouths. 

(3) Using any tish roe for fishing, or buying, selling, or having in possession any 
salmon, tTOnt, or char roe. Penalty : Forfeiture of roe ; first offense, £2 ; second, not 
less than £2; third, imi>risonment for not less than one or more than six months. 

(4) Using any nets^with a less mesh than two inches, unless a smaller size is 
allowed by bye-law. 'Penalty: Forfeiture of nets ; first offense, £5; second, not lesa 
than £2 lOs., or more than £5; third, not less than £5. 

(5) Placing or using any fixed engine not lawfully in use in 1857, 1858, 1859, 1860, 
and 1861, for catching, or facilitating the catching, or deterring or obstructing the 
free passage of salmon. Penalty: Forfeiture of engine; first offense, £10 a day; 
second, not less than £2 10s. in whole, not exceeding £10 a day ; third, not less than 
£5 in whole, not exceeding £10 a day: fourth, not less than £10 a day. 

(6) Using any dam, except legal fishing weirs and fishing milldams, for catching, 
or facilitating the catching, of salmon. Penalty : Forfeiture of all traps, nets, ana 
contrivances, and all salmon caught; first offense, not exceeding £5 and il for each 
salmon caught; second, not less in the whole than £2 10s., and not exceeding £5 
and £1 for each salmon; thini, not less than £5, and not exceeding £5 and £1 for 
each salmon caught; fourth, not less than £5 and £1 for each salmon caught. 

(7) Fishing for any salmon within 50 yards above or 100 yards below any dam, or 
in the head, tail, or race of any mill, unless the dam has a fish pass, approved by the 
home office, with such a flow of water as will enable salmon to pass up and down. 
Penalty : Forfeiture of all salmon caught and nets used ; first offense, £2 and £1 for 
each salmon caught; second, not less in whole than £2 lOs., and not exceeding £2 
and £1 for each salmon caught; third, not less than £A^ and not exceeding £5 and 
£1 for each salmon caught; fourth, not less than £5 and £1 for each salmon caught. 

(8) Befusing to place a grating, approved by the inspectors, across any artificial 
channel for supplying towns with water, or any inlana navigation. Penalty : Not 
exceeding £5 a day for the first offense; second, not less than £2 lOs.. not exceeding 
£5 a day ; third, not less than £5, and not exceeding £5 a day ; fourtn, not less than 
£5 a day. 

(9) Refusing to maintain such grating. Penalty : Not exceeding £1 a day for the 
first offense; second, not less thau £2 lOs., and not exceeding £1 a day; third, not 
less than £5, and not exceeding £1 a day; fourth, not less than £1 a day. 

(10) Taking, killing, injuring, or attempting to take, buying, selling, exposing for 
sale, or having in possession for sale, unclean or unseasonable salmon, trout, or char. 
Penalty: Forfeiture of fis]^; first offense, £5 and £1 for each fish; second, not less 
than £2 lOs., not exceeding £5 and £1 a fish; third, not less than £5 and not 
exceeding £5 and £1 a fish, or imprisonment for not less than one or more than six 
months; fourth, not less than £5 and £1 a fish, or imprisonment. 

(11) Taking or destroying, buying, selling, or exposing for sale, placing any device 
for obstructing the passage of or willfully injuring the young of salmon, or disturbing 
any spawning bed on which the spawn of the salmon may oe. Penalty : Forfeiture 
of all young salmon, rods, lines, nets, etc.; first offense, not exceeding £5; second, 
not less than £2 nor more than £5; third, not less than £5. 

(12) Disturbing or attempting to catch any salmon spawning or near the spawning 
beds. Penalty: First offense, ^ot exceeding £5; second, not less than £2 IQs. or 
more than £5; not less than £5. 

(13) Fishing for salmon during the annual close season. Penalty: Forfeiture of 
salmon and nets, or instruments used in fishing; first offense, not exceeding £5 and 
£2 for each fish caught; third, not less than £5 and not exceeding £5 and £2 for 
each fish caught, or imprisonment for not less than one nor more than six months; 
fourth, not less than £5 for each fish caught, or imprisonment. 

(14) Not removing fixed engines and temporary^ fixtures from a fishery within 
thirty-six hours after close time begins. Penalty : Forfeiture of all engines and tem- 
porary fixtures, etc., first offense, not exceeding £10 a day; second, not less than 
£2 lOs. and not exceeding £10 a day ; third, not less than £5 and not exceeding £10 
a day; fourth, not leas than £10 a day. 
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(15) Fishing for Balmon dnrinff weekly close time. Penaltv: Forfeiture of all nets 
or movable inBtromente tiBed; first offense, not exoeedinff £5 and £1 for each fish; 
second, not less than £2 lOs. and not exceeding £5 and £1 for each fish; third, not 
lees than £5 and not exceeding £5 and £1 for each fish; fourth, not less than £5 
and £1 for each fish. 

(16) Not maintaining an opening through cribs and traps during the weekly close 
time. Penalty: Forfeiture of fish; first offense, £5 and £1 a fish; second, not less 
than £2 10s. and not exceeding £5 and £1 a fish; third, not less than £5 and not 
exceeding £5 and £1 a fish; fourth, not less than £5 and £1 a fish. 

(17) Obstructing any person authorized by the home office to make a fish pass. 
Penalty: First offense, £10; second, not less than £2 10s. and not exceeding £10; 
third, not less than £5 and not exceeding £10; fourth, not less than £10. 

(18) Injuring any fish pass made under the authority of the home office. Penalty : 
The expense of making good the injury; first oftense. not exceeding £5; second, not 
less than. £2 and not exceeding £5; third, not less tnan £5. 

(19) Doing any act whereby salmon are prevented passing through a fish pass, or 
taking salmon passing through a fish pass. Penalty: Forfeiture of salmon and 
instruments used in taking tnem; first offense, £5; second, not less than £2 and 
not exceeding £10; third, not less than £5 and not exceeding £10; fourth, not less 
than £10. 

(20) Not affixing a fish pass to any new dam or to any old dam raised or altered so 
as to create increased obstruction to fish. Penalty : Expenses of making the fish 
pass, and not exceeding £5 for first offense; not less than £2 nor more than £5 for 
second; and not less than £5 for the third. 

(21) Not keeping the sluices that draw off the water from a dam shut on Sundays 
and when the water is not wanted for milling purposes. Penalty : Frst offense, not 
exceeding 5s. an hour: second, not less than £2 lOs. and not exceeding 6s. an hour; 
third, not less than £5 and not exceeding 5s. an hour; fourth, not less than 5s. an 
hour. • 

(22) Not making a leg^l sap in a fishing weir. Penalty : First offense, not exceed- 
ing £5 a day; second, not less than £2 lOs. and not exceeding £5 a day; third, not 
less than £5 and not exceeding £5 a day ; fourth, not less than £5 a day. 

(23) Not maintaining a legal free gap or altering the bed of the river so as to 
reduce the fiow of water through a legal free gap. Penalty : First offense, £ 1 a day ; 
second, not less than £2 10s. nor more than £1 a day; third, not less than £5 nor 
more than £1 a day ; fourth, not less than £1 a day. 

(24) Placing any obstruction, using any contrivance, or doing any act whereby 
salmon are deterred in passing up and down a free gap. Penalty : First offense, not 
exceeding £5; second, not less than £2 10s. and not exceeding £10; third, not less 
than £5 and not exceeding £10; fourth, not less than £10. 

(25) Using any box or crib in any fishing weir or fishing milldam, the upper sur- 
face of the sill of which is not level with the bed of the river, and the bars or 
inscales of which are nearer than 2 inches and not placed perpendicularly. Penalty : 
First offense, not exceeding £5 a day ; second, not less than £2 10s. and not exceed- 
ing £5 a day ; fourth, not less than £5 a day. 

(26) Not maintaining a box or crib in such state. Penalty: First offense, not 
exceeding £1 a day: second, not less than $2 10s. and not exceeding £1 a day; 
third, not less than £5 and not exceeding £1 a day; fourth, not less than £1 a day. 

(27) Using any box or crib in any fishing weir or fishing milldam, having any 
spur, tail wall, leader, or outrigger of a greater length than twenty feet from the 
upper or lower side of such box or crib. Penalty: First oftense, not exceeding £1 a 
day; second not less than .£2 10s. and not exceeding £1 a day; third, not less than 
£5 and not exceeding £1 a day ; fourth, not less than £1 a day. 

[Salmon fishery sot, 1806.] 

(28) Fishing for salmon with a rod and line without a license. Penalty : First 
offense, not less than double the amount of the license duty and not exceeding £5; 
second, not less than £2 lOs. and not exceeding £5; third, not less than £5. 

(29) Fishing for salmon within any fishing weir, fishing milldam, putt, putcher, 
net, or other instrument or device other than a rod and line. Penaltv : First offense, 
not less than double the license duty payable and not exceeding £20 ; second, not 
less than £2 10s. and not exceeding £20; third, not less than £5 and not exceeding 
£20: fourth, not less than £20. 

(30) Any person fishing refusing to produce his license on being asked by a con- 
servator, water bailiff, or licensee. Penalty : First offense, not exceeding £1 ; second, 
not less than £2 10s. ; third, not less than £2. 

(31) Fishing for trout or char between the 2d October and the 1st February fol- 
lowing, both inclusive. Penaltv: Forfeiture of fish : first offense, not exceeding £2, 
secona, not less than £2 10s. ; third, not less than £5. 
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(32) Not entering salmon intended for exportation with the fioiies officer of ens- 
toma before Bhipment between the 3d September and the 30th Aprfl. Penalty : First 
oit'ense, not exceeding £2 a fish: second, not less than £2 and not exceeding £2 a 
fish; third, not less than £5 and not exceeding £2 a fish; fourth, not less than £2 a 
fish. 

[Salmon fishery aot, 187i.] 

(33) Clerk of the peace omitting to send notice of the names and addresses of the 
conservators appointed by different counties where the district comprises more than 
one county to the clerk of the board within fourteen davs of the appointment. Pen- 
alty : First offense, £2; second, not less than £2 lOs. ; third, not less than £5. 

(34) Clerk of the justices not sending certificate of any conviction against the 
salmon fishery acts to the clerk of the board of conservators within one month. 
Penalty : First offense, not exceeding £2 ; second, not less than £2 10s. ; third, not 
less than £5. 

(35) Shooting any drafb net for salmon across a river or across more than three- 
quarters of its width within 100 yards of any other draft net not drawn in and 
landed. Penalty : First offense, not exceeding £5; second, not less than £2 10s. and 
not exceeding £5 ; third, not less than £5. 



No. 5. — Letter of L. A, Peder»<my ahowing oimdition existing on Xaknek River , Alaska. 

San Francisco, January 28, 1895, 

Dear Sir: Hope you will pardon my taking this liberty, sir, but Mr. Alexander, 
fish commissioner for this coast, speaking in reference to my cannery site in Alaska, 
recommended that I write full particulars to you personally. 

Mr. Alexander stated that he was about to leave for Washington and will also bring 
the mMter before you. He has been on the ground and is personally acquainted with 
the whole affair. 

I have been to Alaska regularly for the last nine years, and for the last five years 
have been salting salmon for myself on the west side of Naknek River, Bristol Bay. 

Having but little money, I was oblij^ed to start alone on a small scale at first and 
only put up 250 barrels. I did this without any assistance from anyone. 

llie company who allowed me to take passage on their vessel charged $600 for the 
round trip. A moderate figure would have been $200. 

The next year I packed 450 barrels with the assistance of one man and a little help 
from the natives. 

For the third year I had a contract made to pay $700 for my passftf e, but at this 
time the Alaska Packers' Association was formed, which, as you no ooubt know, is 
a combination of all the Alaska canneries, excepting two or three. 

I went to them and endeavored to obtain a passage, but they refused to take me 
up and told me that if I could do anything alone to go ahead. This was rather dis- 
couraging to me, but, nothing daunted, I decided to charter a small schooner, Golden 
Fleece by name, and after many hardships succeeded in coming home with 1,200 
barrels. These were packed with the assistance of 12 men and the natives. 

The fourth year I chartered the schooner ProepeTf and with the assistance of 25 
men and the natives packed 2,600 barrels. 

The filth year I chartered the schooner Sailor Boff, and with the assistance of 29 
men and the natives came home with 2,650 barrels. This was for the year 1894, but 
I have not succeeded in selling all the salmon as yet, owing to action of the Alaska 
Packers' Association. 

Knowing that most salting expeditions finally result in a cannery being pnt up, it 
has been their policy right along to discourage salting as much as possible, and last 
year they made a master stroke by deciding to put up as much salt salmon as they 
could and then sell it for much less than cost. They reduced the price from $8 to ^ 
per barrel, which, of course, ruined the profit I had been making each year. Besides, 
I am unable to get rid of the salmon. 

The only thing left for me to do is to start a small cannery and I am now making 
the necessary preparations. Before cominsr to this conclusion I appealed to the 
Alaska Packers' Association and endeavorea to sell them my plant, railing which, I 
agreed to pay them for the use of their side of the river a good round rental each 
year. They also refused this, and in fact I have not been able to come to any under- 
standing with them whatever. 

They are also making preparations to pnt ap a cannery across the river fh>m me, 
and I ieam from good authority that their idea is to put traps on my side of the 
river also, so that I will be eatiiely shut out. The sitaatioB is so that without traps 
the fish caa not be caught. 
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I had my side of the river duly saryeyed last summer, and what I particularly 
desire and pray for is that yon restrict them from fishing on my side of tne river and 
on the land that I have had surveyed. Of course, my survey only goes down' on the 
beach as far as high-water mark, and it seems to me that they can be restricted from 
fishing on any land in front of my survey, and which is dry at low water. 

I would be perfectly willing to stay on my side of the river if they would stay on 
theirs, and they have the better side. Of course, I shall be dependent entirely for 
my living on what I do in this river, while they are a large corporation with 
$5,000,000 of capital, and have cannery sites all over Alaska, so that any little incon- 
venience they might suffer by bothering me, or any small loss which they might 
incur by so doing, would really cut no figure in their business. 

If they are allowed to block me in with traps on my side of the river I shall cer- 
tainly be driven to the wall, and not only I, but many of the poor natives, who 
depend upon the work which they obtain from me for their living. 

For the last three years I have given them $1 a day and board. They are also 
becoming more civilized each season and seem more willing to work. It has been my 
policy right along to encourage them in this and to teach them as much as possible. 

Each year, as soon as our vessel is sighted out in Bristol Bay, a score or more of 
the natives start right out in canoes and board us many miles from our anchorage. 
Thev are always anxious for provisions, and I deal out to them chests of crackers, 
clothing, and provisions, all of which seem to delight them very much. 

All I nave made in and out of Alaska I have put in improvements at my cannery 
site, and it seems a strange law to me which will allow a huge corporation like the 
Alaska Packers' Association to down a poor man. 

Since first starting in Naknek with a very small capital I have certainly had uphill 
work and a varied experience. It has been nothing but constant work and trouble. 
This will, of course^ all count for naught if these people are allowed to crush me, and 
my whole prospect m life will be spoiled. 

I appeal to you, sir, for protection, and hope you will do all in yonr power to assist 
me in seeing that thev keep within the law, and that they do nothing toward their 
feUow-men (even if the law can be evaded in so doing) except what is just. 

I know the Government likes to protect the natives as much as possible, and if I 
am mined the natives will be injured beyond measure also. In addition to this, all 
the men that I have been employing each year, and have taken from here, will of 
course be out of employment, and if I am successful in constructing my cannery and 
protected in catchiuff fish on the land which I have had surveyed, I will be able to 
employ many more tnan any year before. 

I feel satisfied that with your assistance I can pull through, and this large corpo- 
ration can easily be kept within the proper bounds. They have certainly no right 
to molest me and have no reason for being jealous of me, as my cannery is not in 
opposition to theirs, for I was in Alaska long before the Alaska Packers' Association 
was ever thought of. 

Would it be convenient for yon to send a steamer by the river before the fishing 
season commences, say about middle of Juuef 

Am very anxious to hear from you, sir, and hope you will be kind enough to let me 
know what the prospect is as soon as convenient. 

Thanking yon in advance and anxiously awaiting your reply, I remain, 
Your obedient servant, 

L. A. Pedbrson, 
72B Harrison street. 

Col. Marshall McDonald, 

UnUed States Commissioner of Fish and Fisheries, Washington, D. C. 



Karluk, Alaska, August 16, 1894. 

STATEMENT OF MR. ARTHUR L. DUNCAN. 

Arthur L. Duncan, superintendent of the Hume Canning and Trading Company, 
Tangletoot Bay, near Karluk, Kadiak Island. My business is catching and canning 
salmon in shore seines drawn from the shore. 

On July 9, 1894, we made our first lay out with the purse seine, under direction of 
Mr. James Williams, who was then our boss fisherman (purse seine), and who is now 
at San Francisco. 

We first started to fish below Julia Ford Point, but the Alaska Packers' Associa- 
tion did not trouble us below that point. On July 9 we started t'O lay out our purse 
seine, and after we got our line run out this party came out from the shore and Mr. 
Williams picked up our line and then moved his whole gear, lighter and all, farther 
down toward the mouth of the river; he did this because he thought they were 
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coming ont to interfere with his net. Previous to this a notice was found aiened 
''Fishermen of Karlnk/' oateide our cannery, nailed to the Hag pole outside of mj 
house. This notice was to the effect that if we fished within tne limits of Seven 



Mile Point and Julia Ford Point, with a purse seine, it would meet with the i 
fate that the traps did used by Barker in the Karluk River. (Destroyed.) 

On the second occasion, when we went to lay out our purse seine, we were about 
three-quarters of a mile from the mouth of the river, and our net could not in any 
way have covered the mouth of the river, and they run a net out so that we could 
not close in without going over their net. On this occasion, Mr. Williams shortened 
up his circuit and run his net into the barge, Just around their seine skiff, thus com- 
pleting the one circuit. . To do this, however, he could not get the full net out, but 
only a part of it. Tnen he made a haul, which, of course, waa spoiled by not being 
able to get out his full net. The men pulled their net out, and cursed, and said the 
next time they would fix me. Our men then went to the men, and shortly after- 
wards two steam launches and two seines came down to where the purse seine was 
lying, and every time that Mr. Williams would make a move these men would follow 
with the steam launches and seines. 

The next day Mr. Williams said he would have to overhaul his gear and shorten 
up his net ; if he was going to be molested he oould not work such a long net. About 
1.30 p. m. we were ready to start out again and get down to the point (close to the 
slide), and on passing the Alaska Improvement Company's steam launch noticed two 
men coming out from the shore in a seine boat, evidently to set up steam, and after- 
wards noticed they were getting up steam in one of the Alaska Packers' Association 
Company's steam launches which was lyin|i^ at her moorixig. About 2 p. m. we started 
to run out a purse seine, and in the meantime a seine skiff started off Karlnk belong- 
ing to the Alaska Packers' Association and arrived Just as we got our purse seine 
haul out about 2 fathoms to each win^ . Capt. Harry Newman, of the Alaska Pack- 
ers' Association, was in charge of this boat, and he ran over our net with his seine 
skiff and I warned him not to do it, and to keep away. He didn't notice this and 
was starting in to cross the line and held np his anchor evidently with the intention 
of dropping it inside oar net and we called to him not to do it, but he took no notice 
of it and dropped his anchor over into the middle of our net. He then circled around 
the inside of our net and then crossed over the oork line and then passed the painter 
of his seine skiff |;o one of the Alaska Packers' Association steam launches which 
had come down in the meantime. The steam launch then towed his boat with his 
anchor still down in our net. I warned him not to do this, but he simply pointed 
to the seine skiff and to Newman. 

Then another steam launch came down and passed over onr net, and then Mr. Bar- 
ling, of the Alaska Improvement Company, came down with a steam launch and had 
some dories, I think. He then passed the line of his seine skiff to the other Alaska 
Packers' Association's steam launch which had passed over the top of our net and I 
warned him to keep away, but he ran right through it and passed over the other 
side and came to the back of our lighter. Then he came around to the front of the 
net where the Alaska Packers' Association's steam launch was tuminff the seine skiff 
with tbe anchor and he took the line from the other steam launch and began to tow; 
that is. Barling's steam launch began to tow the skiff with the anchor in place of 
the other steam launch ; then the other two steam launches hitched on to Barling's 
launch and all three towed. I was in onr steam launch, and finally, after two 
attempts, succeeded in cutting the line. We then hauled in the balance of the purse 
seine to the lighter, and the anchor, which we found entangled in the web of the 
purse seine, we threw overboard, and after getting the balance of the web we 
started oft' and went down to the waterfall, which is about 2 miles from the mouth 
of the river, and two of the other steam launches followed us with a fishing gang 
and gear. We went to see if one of our fishing gangs had got any fish and tnen we 
started home. Within a few days after we laid our purse seine in front of our can- 
nery, but they didn't trouble us any this time. We fished several times after this 
with our purse seine, but we were not troubled in front of our own cannery. They 
said we must not use our purse seine between Julia Ford Point and Seven Mile 
Point. Julia Ford Point lies just next to our cannery, between it and Barling's. 
Seven Mile Point is a point about 7 miles north of the Karluk River. Thej also 
limited us to a mile and a half offshore. This notice, however, simply applied to 
our purse seine. 

Once before this our men had gone over to the mouth of the river and were about 
to start to lay a shore seine, but Barling informed them as often as they did this he 
would lay another seine within theirs and scoop the catch. 

We have never used our purse seine within the limits laid down in the notice of 
the Karluk fishermen since the disturbance. We fish now exclusively with the shore 
seines directly in front of our establishment to the beach and sometimes down at the 
waterfall. We never go to the river at all. 

The purse seine we found could not be worked with advantage off the shore in 
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front of our cannery, and we have not ased it regularly since the distarbancei bat 
have made aeveral Mais. Ordinarily in asing onr shore seines we start with a line 
at Bridle Line, 15 or 20 £ftthoms; we then spread the seine in a semicircle, according 
to the way the fish have come in; we then naral it in on the other side by means of a 
donkey engine. 

I desire to brin^ out especially the point if we were permitted to nse the pnrse 
seine within the Imiits prescribed by the notice of the Karlak fishermen we could do 
so successfully; at least Mr. Williams claims this. Barling notified our boss fisher- 
man on the day when he threatened to cork our lines above mentioned that any 
attempt on our part to land a shore net would be a failure. 

The Indians are in the habit of drawing nets in the Karluk River and selling the 
fish to the Alaska Packers' Association. 

To-day there are no obstructions in the Karluk River. The Indians merely drag the 
seines in the river, in my opinion. 

There are more fish here this year than there were last, although they were late 
in coming. 

We have 16,000 cases now and hope to get 28,000 during the season, and we have 
already cleared our expenses. We ^ut down last year September 16. 

We fish at any time, regardless of tide. 

There has been an understanding that there shall be no fishing by seine or other- 
wise from Friday at 6 p. m. to Saturday at 6 p. m., f>ut all the canners at times have 
disregarded this. 

The Alaska Packers' Association have four canneries. Two are now in operation. 

We have 65 Chinese in our employment and make our contract with one Chinaman 
at San Francisco. We guarantee him 25,000 cases and he is paid 44 cents per case 
and put up 800 a day, good and merchantable, and lacquer and label them. 

All our Cbinese are registered except one, and it is stated in our contract that if 
they are not registered the contractor is to pay the fine. We take them up and 
down. They return about September or October, after we have finished our season. 

We have 31 white men, Swedes and Germans, and no natives, and have about 110 
men in all. 

The Chinese feed themselves, mainly on rice and fish.' We merely give them quarters 
and fuel. 

I think there on^ht to be some limitation at the month of the jriver. 

I have worked in a hatchery and know of no reason why we should not succeed 
up here. 

Karluk, Aulska, Augu$i 16, 1894, 
Then personally appeared the within-mentioned Arthur L. Duuoan and made 
oath that the statements herein contained were true, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. 

C. L. Hooper, 
Notary PubliOy Diairioi of Alaska. 
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REPORT Of JOSEPH MURRAY, SPECIAL TREASURY AGENT, FOR 

THE YEAR 1895. 



Division op Special Agents, 

Tbeasuby Depabtment, 
Washington^ D. 0., December 20^ 1895. 
Sm : I have the honor to report that pnrsaant to Department instrac- 
tions dated April 4, 1895, 1 proceeded to the Pacific Goast and sailed 
from Seattle April 23, on board the regnlar mail steamer for Sitka, 
where I arrived May 1 and learned that coort was about to be held at 
Juneau, to which city I immediately returned for the purpose of looking 
after the interest of the Government, as it might appear in the ex- Mar- 
shal Porter case, one of whose deputies, Mr. Adolph Myer, was about 
to be tried on charges of forgery, embezzlement, stealing public records, 
and several others of like nature. 
My written instructions are as follows: 

Treaburt Dbpartmrnt, Office of the Segrbtart, 

WtuiMngUmf D. C, April 4, 1896. 

Sir : Ton are directed to perfect yonr arraDgements with a view to your departure for 
Sitka, Alaska, with as littie delay as practicable. It wiU be your daty to ascertain 
and report the location of eyery salmon cannery or saltery in Alaska; the capacity 
of the same in cases, barrels, half-barrels, and kits; the pack in fiiU for each season ; 
the number of boxes of tin consumed ana the cost of the same per box at place of 
purchase; the approximate or actual selling price of the product of each fishery in 
the market to which the same may be consigned ; the numoer of employees in each 
cannery and the totals thereof, segregating whites, natives, Chinese, etc., male and 
female, adults and minors, and whether citizens or aliens. You should include, also, 
in said reports the codfish, herring, herrine-oil, guano, and other such industries. 
It is desired that you investigate the alleged taking ana destruction of the effgs of 
game wild fowl in Alaska, as well, also, as to the alleged wanton destruction ofgame 
birds, deer, fox, and other animals, and also the advisability of adopting suitable 
regulations as to close seasons, in order to prevent such destruction in future. 

You should visit, if possible, every cannery in Alaska, and, when practicable, the 
necessary Journeys should be made on vessels of the United States. This instruction is 
not to be construed, however, as forbidding the use of other means of conveyance 
when necessarv. You are expected to report to the nearest collector of customs any 
infraction of the revenue laws which may come to your notice. You should report, 
also, to the Department any violation of the laws relating to the introduction of 
firearms or of liquors into the Territory of Alaska. 

For your information I inclose herewith copy of the circular dated August 10, 1892, 
pertaining to the erection of dams, barricades, or other obstructions in the rivers of 
Alaska for the purpose or result of preventing or impeding the ascent of salmon or 
other anadromous species to their spawning grounds. It will be your duty to enforce 
the provisions of said circular and to warn aU persons who have erected dams, barri- 
cades, or other obstructions to remove the same forthwith, and in default thereof 
you should report the facts, with the proper proo&, to the United States attorney for 
prosecution. 

You should submit reports to the Department from time to time showing the result 
of your work, and at the close of the fishing season you should forward a fuU report, 
covering said season and stating the result of your observations under these instruc- 
tions. Any recommendations you deem advisable may be embodied in your reports. 
Any official communication which the Department may find necessary to address to 
vou hereafter will be mailed to Sitka, Alaska. In this connection you are informed 
436 
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that in addition to your dnties as an agent for the sahnon fisheriee you are to hold 
yonnelf in readineas to make snoh other inveetigatlons or render any service which 
the Department may require of yon. If practicable, yon should at some time dur- 
ing the ensuing season visit the seal islands of St. Paul and St. George for the pur- 
pose of inspecting the rookeries thereon and of comparing their condition with that 
of the season of 1894, with which yon are familiar. 

Re^»ectftaiy, yours, J. G. Cabuslb, 

Secretary, 

Mr. JOSBPH MUBRAY, 

Spectal Agmifor ih4 ProteetiUm of the Salman FUheriet, 

Fori Collint, Colo. 

In addition to the foregoing, I was verbally instructed (time permit- 
ting) to atteqd court during the trial of the ex-Marshal Porter case and 
to take particular notice of how jury trial was conducted in Alaska, 
and to learn what I could from reliable sources about the manufacture 
and importation of spirituous liquors. 

Finding it was as yet too early for salmon fishing and that I could 
not find transportation to the nearest cannery for several weeks, and 
as I was in the midst of the best part of Alaska and of its best and 
most energetic citizens, where I could procure most of the information 
asked for in my instructions, I resolved to attend court until the arrival 
of the Bering Sea patrol fleet off Sitka, and then continue my journey 
to the westward. 

During our travels through Alaska in 1894, Hon. 0. S. Hamlin, 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and I were informed at every 
important point we touched and found white men that, ^< because of its 
nonenforcement, the law is looked upon as a farce," and that '< it is 
impossible to find a jury to convict for smuggling or violating the 
revenue law," and I am sorry to have to report that it is only too true. 

For three weeks I was present at every session of the court, and in 
that time I learned beyond a doubt that not only were juries to be had 
to return verdicts of "not guilty" in behalf of every violator of the 
revenue law, but also for any crime, if one only knew the particular 
attorney to employ. 

Mr. Adolph Myer had been a deputy for Marshal Porter; had abso- 
lute control and personal charge of the marshal's office, books, and 
money, and for years served his sux)erior faithfully and well. But 
under the evil influence of bad and wicked men he was led step by 
step from one crime to another until forgery and embezzlement were 
reached, and then the end. 

When the case was about to come to trial, I was in daily, hourly 
communication with the district attorney, whom I advised to stand up 
for the right against all of the vile methods that might be used against 
him, and that in doing so he would be supported by the Government 
He said he was afraid of bodily injury, of his personal safety; that 
unless he could secure the joint services of a certain attorney whom he 
named and whose strength and worth lay in his power to influence 
juries, it would be useless to try the case before a jury, for most of the 
jurymen would be personal friends of the prisoner and many of them 
participators in his crime; that although the prisoner was guilty of 
enough crime to keep him imprisoned twenty years, if he could not 
influence the jury he would be turned loose on a verdict of " not guilty." 

Not knowing how to influence the jury for the purposes indicated, 
and being unable to control the district attorney, I was necessarily 
obliged to remain a silent spectator of a compromise between the parties 
interested, the terms of which were that on condition of the withdrawal 
of the plea ©f "not guilty" and the substitution of the plea of "guilty" 
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the prisoner would be let off with a small fine and light sentence, which 
was done by the district attorney stating that a fine of $50 and twenty- 
eight months imprisonment would be satisfactory. 

As soon as he was sentenced he was taken from his cell to the grand 
jnry room to testify against his former employer and superior officer^ 
ex- Marshal Porter, and he actually did testify to Porter's haviug em- 
bezzled or stolen a sum of money from the Ooyernment, sent from the 
Department of Justice by check, amounting to some $1,120.32, which 
amount was part of the money drawn by Deputy Myers from the 
Department during the temporary absence of the marshal, and for which 
he had just been convicted. 

And yet, on testimony of that sort and from such a source, ex-Marshal 
Porter was indicted by the grand jnry of Alaska for embezzlement. He 
was approached in my presence by the district attorney as a friend, 
and asked to acknowledge that the Goyemment owed the money to the 
marshal's office, or to be disgraced in his old age by an indictment by 
the grand jury. 

Porter answered that he would die before he would consent to rob 
the Government, and the next day he was indicted. 

LIQUOB LSD SMX7O0LINa. 

Liquor cases were called and disposed of with the regularity of clock- 
work, and always with the same result; the witnesses were Indians and 
half-breeds, the prisoner was a white man, and his friends and chums 
were in the jury box to acquit him. 

<<Gan you render a verdict according to the law and testimony," said 
the judge to a man who was being sworn as a juror. ^< I can," said the 
fellow, ^< unless the testimony is that of an Indian." 

The testimony of Indians is not valued in Juneau, although many of 
them are brought in here aswitoesses, and supported at the expense of 
the Government. 

Within sight of the court-house were 30 public saloons open and 
doing a public business, some of the more pretentious ones keeping 
open house all night, and there was not a €k>vernment officer in Juneau 
who could be found to interfere with them. 

On one technicality or another it seems the laws are not sufficiently 
explicit to make it the plain duty of any particular officer to raid a 
saloon without the cooperation of other officers, who are, as a rule, not 
on hand when wanted. 

Speaking to a customs officer at Juneau. I said, <«How on earth do 
you account for the existence of so many saloons in Juneau, and many 
larger ones in course of erection, if you men do your duty!" To which 
he replied, <' Mr. Murray, I know you are justified in asking such a 
question, but you do not know anything about the real situation here 
or you would not blame me personally. When I first came here I was 
zealous and watchfril, and I raided a smuggler's den and captured 
some 10 barrels of liquor, but what was the result t The district attor- 
ney came into court and moved to have that smuggler discharged on 
paying a fine of $50." 

Meeting the district attorney, I asked him for his side of the story, 
and he said, ^< Yes, I did let the follow go on a small fine, for I found 
that because he was not in tlie inner circle of smugglers and vendors 
he had been selected as a victim and his whisky seized, taken to the 
custom-house, and sold at private sale to one of the inner ring for less 
than one tiiird its real value." 
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And 80 the story oontinaed to the end of the ehapter*; one o£Bcer 
willing to lay all the blame on the other, while between them the inter- 
ests of the Government are left to suffer, and the law, that was intended 
to do good, become a subject of derision and contempt. 

At Janeau many influential professional and business men — whose 
names can be given if necessary — expressed themselves to me in sub- 
stance as follows: *^ There are 30 saloons here doing an open, public 
business, and the governor is being very badly deceived by men high 
in public affairs who are all more or less financially interested in the 
liquor business. We favor the fearless enforcement of the law or its 
unconditional repeal. We think that the true solution of the liquor 
question in Alaska is high license — say $1,000 in Sitka and Juneau and 
in proportion in smaller places.'' 

One of the most prominent attorneys at the Juneau bar said: ^<I 
have faith in the fhture of Alaska, and I think I can give some reliable 
information about the country and its needs. 1 believe the Govern- 
ment is to blame because, for ten or twelve years, no effort has been 
made to enforce the law, until now the average man has no idea of 
having any law enforced. Courts, juries, and lawyers are looked upon 
with contempt. Juries can not be found here, even among our best peo- 
ple, to convict for smuggling or violating the revenue laws. Peijory 
is common; and I should advise the taking away the jury system of 
trial in cases where the excise laws are in question. I would say that 
all petty cases should be tried without a jury. Everything here— oost, 
distance, and sparse settlement — ^is against it. The whole system needs 
an overhauling. Things are done in such a slipshod manner that Gov- 
ernment interests are neglected and the weak attempts made to uphold 
the law are a complete &rce. No serious attempt has been made to 
enforce the liquor law, and liquor is sold here publicly. Charge $1,000 
for license and then enforce the law. Had I the power to do it, I would 
enforce the law at any cost; for, as now carried on, we are teaching the 
rising generation to utterly disregard all law, and they are growing up 
to be our dangerous classes.'' 

The foregoing are sample conversations with the best people in 
Alaska, and I could quote scores of them were it necessary. 

Complaint was made on aU sides by men of that large class who are 
too poor to purchase liquor in large quantities and are not influential 
enough to get permits from the customs authorities to bring it in on the 
mail steamer. That only a few favored ones — mostly liquor dealers — 
were allowed this privilege seemed to be a source of much indignation. 

Exhibit marked B, handed me by the district attorney, shows the 
quantity of liquor that entered by permit from January 1, 1894, to ' 
March 10. 1895 — fourteen months; during which time permits were 
issued to o4 persons to bring in several hundred barrels of distilled and 
malt liquors. 

It seemed that the necessity to obtain a permit had ceased to exist 
when I was in Juneau in May, for representative salesmen for whole- 
sale liquor houses at San Francisco, Seattle, and Portland were offer- 
ing to deliver the liquor into the saloons at Juneau before they would 
ask pay. 

This, in brief, is a true outline of the liquor question in Alaska, nor 
can it be remedied unless the Government goes to work to enforce or 
repeal the present prohibitory law relating to the liquor trafiCic in the 
Territory. 

So long as the Government does not own or control a boat of any sort 
in a stretch of country 1,500 miles long, where the only road is a water- 
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way — 80 long as Government offlcers are compelled, because of lack of 
boat service, to stand helpless on shore while the smnggler plies his 
illegitimate trade beneath their very eyes, so long will the present state 
of affairs oontinae to corse Alaska and to be a disgrace to oar whole 
country. 

While at Jnneaa in May I was informed of an attempt that was about 
to be made to land a cargo of liquor destined for the 7akon Valley 
trade, and one of the most energetic inspectors in Alaska was on the 
watch to capture it if possible. He did not succeed, however, for by 
the time he secured a boat to transi>ort him to the rendezvous of the 
smugglers he found he was twenty-four hours late. Speaking of tiie afbir 
afterwards he said to me: <<If I only had a boat that was always at 
my disposal I think I could break up a great deal of this smuggling; 
but, hampered as I am now, I am powerless, for no sooner do I hire a 
boat to go anywhere than the signal flies over the district. It will 
require the presence of a revenue cutter and half a dozen steam launches 
to kill off smuggling in Alaska." Every word of which I indorse. 

The peculiar conditions surrounding the Alaskan liquor question 
have not been taken into account by many men of extreme views who 
have written or spoken on the subject; indeed, I question if they ever 
understood it. The truth is that if there is a climate under the sun 
where liquor is a necessity to man that climate is in Alaska, and con- 
sequently white men demand and must have it at any cost and in spite 
of all obstacles. 

This is the reason we find 99 per cent of the white population bitterly 
opposed to the present prohibitory law. This is why no officer can be 
found to attempt to enforce the law or a jury to uphold it. And where 
public sentiment and public opinion are so plainly against a law, no 
matter how well intentioned or good in itself, it is wise to heed the sign 
and amend or repeal it. During a conversation with the assistant dis- 
trict attorney, Mr. Hoggert, on this subject he said: <* During the past 
four years $148,000 were spent in Alaska on oases of Indians and half- 
breeds who had gotten drunk or had peddled whisky without any lasting 
or deflnite resulto. Had we had a high license during that time we could 
have saved that expense to the Oovernment and collected revenue 
enough to make the Territory self-supporting." 

DBSTBUOTION OF OAMB-FOWIi EOGS. 

The stories told of the wanton destruction and the systematic steal- 
ing of wild game-fowl eggs have no foundation in fact. 

I have traveled over thousands of miles of the coast line of Alaska, 
making diligent inquiry into this matter, without finding one person 
who knew anything about it. I have conversed with men who spent 
twenty to thirty years in the interior of Alaska, mining, hunting, and 
trading, men who had gone over every mile of habitable land in the 
Territory, without ever hearing of such a thing until I asked them. I 
have written to traders whose business takes them to the Upper Yukon 
country, far into the British possessions, men who travel from the 
source to the mouth of the great river; I have written to missionaries 
whose labors call them into all the native settlements on the Yukon, 
Kuskoquim, and other rivers, and the unvarying reply is, " We never 
heard anything about such things." 

As a matter of fact, it is not yet known for certain where the wild 
fowl lay their eggs. They certainly find some island, marsh, morass, 
swamp, or tundra where man can not penetrate, or, at all events, where 
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he has not as yet gone nor is likely to go until the inducement is some- 
thing of far more value than wild-fowl eggs. 

DESTBUOTION OF DEEB. 

The destruction of deer in southeastern Alaska and in all the tim- 
bered portion of the Territory from Oape Fox to Port MoUer, a distance 
of, say, 1,200 to 1,500 miles, is carried to such excess that it would 
hardly be credited in a civilized community. 

1 saw bales of the dried deerskins at many of the trading posts await- 
ing shipment, and when I asked what use had been made of the carcasses, 
I was told the deer were shot for their hides only. 

I was informed by many men — offtcers and citizens — ^that, as the 
weather became warmer in the early spring, the smell from decaying 
deer carcasses became horribly offensive around the towns and villages. 
White men go out and kill the aidmals for fun, just to see who can 
knock down most in a given time. The natives kill them, because they 
can get a drink of whisky, valued at 25 cents, for every skin secured. 

That such things have been allowed to continue at any time is to be 
deeply regretted; but that it is still allowed to continue after the 
natives on the seal islands have become a burden on the Government, 
and other tribes to the northward soon will be because of the wanton 
waste of their natural food supply on land and water, passes the com- 
prehension of every sensible citizen who understands the present 
situation. 

To the northward we are endeavoring to procure and foster the rein- 
deer for a friture food supply for the natives of that barreti region, and 
it is a very laudable enterprise; but at the same time we allow the 
continued wanton destruction of the deer that covers the whole tim- 
bered part of Alaska — an empire as large as Texas. In the winter, 
when the snow is deepest and the animals can not make a way through 
the dense undergrowth beneath the timber, the so-called sportsmen as- 
semble, and with dogs drive them out on the seashore, whose beaches 
are kept clean by the tides, where riflemen are ready, stationed in boats 
offshore, to begin the manly sport of shooting down helpless creatures, 
who can neither resist nor escape. 

The following letter from an eyewitness explains itself: 

Stbambr Albatross, Undla$ka, Auguti B8, 1896, 
Mt Dkar Sir: I have not been able to nnearth the notes I had on deer kiUinff in 
Alaska. Briefly, their slaughter has been very great. During the winter of 1894 deer 
were killed an d wasted in southeastern Alaska. Snow was unusually deep and the deer 
were forced to the beaches, which were left clear by the tides. Shooting was done 
l^om boats and canoes by both whites and Indians. I know of three Indians kiUing 
175 deer Arom canoes in two days. Many whites shot for hides alone, and at many 
places hides could be bou|;ht for 86 cents each. I do not think that Indians should 
be prevented from shooting aU kinds of ffame for their own needs, but killing for 
hides alone is certainly reprehensible^ and if the rate of slaughter that has been 
going on for the past few years is continued, there will be very row deer left. 

Ab the hides are of comparatiyely little Talue, their exportation might be stopped 
without causing any serious hardship to anyone, and of courise when the hides become 
unsalable, the nidians will not kiU many more than they need. 

I have never heard of any destruction of birds or birds' egffs and can not inuurine 
how there could be any remarkable waste of that nature, although I am familiar 
with the natural history of a eonsiderable portion of the Territory. 
Very truly, yours 

C. H. TOWNSBND. 



Col. Joseph Murray. 
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FOXB8. 

After we pass the timber belt to the westward we find but very little 
game, the only valuable land animal on the Aleutian chain of islands 
being the fox, which until recently was a source of income to the natives, 
who spent the greater part of the winter hunting and trapping the 
animal. 

AH that has been said about the wanton destruction of deer can be 
said with equal truth about the wholesale poisoning by which whole 
islands are stripped of their foxes in one -winter, and the native hunter 
and his children left to starve. So systematically is the work done and 
so desperate are the gang engaged in it that those who know them best 
are very careful to say least about them. 

Members of the gang are to be found wherever there is money to be 
made suddenly by illegitimate means. In the fishing season they dam 
the streams, capture the salmon by the quantity, and sell them to the 
nearest cannery for what they will bring. They never take the trouble 
to tear down the dams. They are to be found in schooners in the early 
spring hunting the sea otter in forbidden waters. They go to Bering 
Sea after seals, and last season some of them made a successful raid on 
a trading post and robbed it of some 15 or 20 fine sea-otter skins, valued 
at $7,000 to $10,000. 

Generally they wind up the year's plunder by selecting a group of 
islands, where they spend the winter poisoning foxes and securing the 
pelts. These are the men who are armed to the teeth with the best 
modem breech-loading arms; men who own swift-sailing schooners, in 
which they carry cargoes of whisky from British Oolnmbia, and, follow- 
ing the Alaskan coast and Indian settlements, peddle it out to natives 
for whatever skins and trinkets they may have to spare, and having 
made them drunk, they slip in and rob them of everything. 

1^0 effort has ever been made to break up their nefarious business, 
and now they swagger into court as though the Government were an 
intruder, and listen awhile to the proceedings; just long enough to 
assure themselves that their tools at the bar and in the jury box are 
doing their duty — ^to the gang. 

The perpetual presence of a revenue cutter that would patrol the 
inner waters of Alaska from Cape Fox to Ohilcat and Sitka, aided by 
armed steam launches stationed at convenient points along the route, 
is the only practical method that I know of by which the present dan- 
gerous bands of outlaws can be suppressed. 

With boats at his disixosal whenever needed, the marshal could 
enforce the law, the collector could follow the smugglers to their ren- 
dezvous and break up the whole business at one blow. As it is now, 
all the officers in Alaska are utterly powerless to do anything, and the 
consequence is the laws are defied and derided and spat upon. 

THE SEA OTTEB. 

The most valuable of all the fur-bearing animals in Alaskan waters 
and the most widely distributed is undoubtedly the sea otter, which, if 
properly protected by the Government, is capable of giving profitable 
employment to the native hunters for all time. 

Beginning at Sitka they were to be found till very recently all around 
the coast and Aleutian Islands as far westward as Attou, a distance 
of nearly 5,000 miles; but now, after a few years of hunting by the 
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modem methods of steamers and steam launches, they are sddom found 
oatside a few favorably seclnded spots. The steamer and the steam 
launch carry crews of white hunters into every nook and cranny on the 
colust and otter-hunting grounds where an animal is to be found, and 
every one of them is either killed or chased away from home — chased 
out to sea in many instances, where, if they happen to elude the hunter, 
they die of starvation, for they can not go down for food in deep water. 

'Soue but native hunters should be permitted to hunt sea otter, 
because it is almost the only support of all the native people from 
Gooks Inlet to Attou Island, and, if left to them exclasively, their simple 
methods of hunting on the water in skin boats, in which they dare not 
venture far from land, can not possibly drive the animal away from its 
customary haunts nor exterminate it. 

I include in the term native hunters all whites who were married to 
Indian women prior to 1893, when the ruling was changed. The orig- 
inal ruling of the Department, made some twenty years ago, remain^ 
iu force until 1893, and in the meantime many white hunters married 
native women^ made homes, and raised families, and became natives of 
Alaska to all intents and purposes. 

All their earthly possessions are invested in sea-otter hunting prop- 
erty, their families have been brought up to that business exclusively, 
the men themselves have made it their life work, and are now too old 
to change or to go away from home to attempt to make a living at any 
other business, and therefore it would be an act of gross injustice to 
disturb them at this late day. With the white man who married a 
native woman after the Department had given fair warning that he 
would not be given the rights of a native hunter the case is sdtogether 
different, and in his case the ruling of the Department ought to stand. 
Tiie farther away from the native settlements the average Alaskan 
white hunter can be kept the better for the natives. 

FXTB SEAIiS. 

Sailing from Sitka June 2, on board the XT. S. revenue cutter Bushy 
Gapt. G. L. Hooper commanding, I landed at St. George June 18, where 
I learned that the preceding winter had been one of unusual severity, 
that ice had lain around the island until June 15, and that, up to the 
date of my landing, very few female seals had appeared upon the 
rookeries. 

The same story was repeated on St. Paul Island, where I spent the 
19th and 20th of June visiting the principal rookeries and hauling 
grounds, after which I sailed away and visited many of the native set- 
tlements along the Aleutian chain, particulars of which will be given 
in my report on the condition of the native tribes. 

I returned to the seal islands early in July and spent the 6th, 7th, 
and 8th on the rookeries observing their daily growth and expansion, 
as the cows were now arriving and the harems were well defined and 
the pups becoming numerous. 

Being well aware of the fact, however, that it is not till about July 
20 the rookeries are fhll for the season, I continued to follow the instruc- 
tion s which called me to other fields until July 18, when I returned to 
the seal islands, where, all being ready, I entered on the most careful 
and thorough inspection of the rookeries ever made by me. The result 
is shown in the inclosed table marked Exhibit A. 

Beginning at St. Paul Island July 21, and completing the work at St. 
George August 14, 1 walked over the several rookeries and counted 
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every individual breeding male or bull seal who had a harem, noting 
and counting very carefully, too, every idle bull, or, in other words, 
every bull whose youth, strength, and vigor fitted and qualified him for 
a harem had there beeu cows to be found in sufilcient numbers to sup- 
ply them, which, unfortunately, there were not. So carefully and so sys- 
tematically was the counting done that I feel I can recommend the 
figures as being as nearly correct and reliable as it is possible to get 
them. 

Under the head of bachelors, or young males, are included all the 
seals on the islands other than those on the breeding rookeries, many 
of them being young females, too young to go on to the breeding 
grounds. 

The bachelors have been estimated by me in the usual manner of 
estimating a bunch of seals, and they may very possibly run a thousand 
or two more or less than the figures given. 

The number of breeding females or cows is based on an arbitrary 
average of 40 to the harem, or 40 cows to every breeding bull, as was 
adopted in and followed since 1891, though I am of the opinion it was 
an overestimate and that the harems never did and do not now contain 
an average of 40 cows each. 

Having adopted that number, however, and having used it so long 
in oar estimates, it was necessary to use it in the present instance for 
the sake of making fair comparisons when considering the steady 
annual decrease of the seal herd and the shrinkage of the rookery area. 

Admitting the average number of cows in a harem to be less than 
40 — and I believe all who know anything about seal life on the rook- 
eries will admit it is — then the total number of seals in the herd, as 
estimated by me, will be that much less in proportion. 

By way of explanation I will say that when we first attempted to 
count the bulls, in 1891, for the purpose of getting, approximately, at 
the number of seals on the islands, it was deemed best to run the risk 
of overestimating the herds, lest Great Britain should object to our 
figures and insist on a recounting and, possibly, discover an error upon 
'which to base an argument against us for the purpose of showing our 
anxiety to prove the wicked wastefulness of pdagic sealing. 

As the seals were at that time too numerous and the harems too com- 
pact to admit of our going through and among them as we can now, we 
simply aimed to count every bull we could see and multiply the num- 
ber found by two, on the ground that it was not possible to penetrate 
the mass far enough to see more than one-half of them. 

And, lest that was not enough, we allowed an average of 40 cows to 
each harem, although we were quite certain it was too high. 

I have gone over the rookeries every year, in season, since 1891, and 
I have noted the steady decrease of the herd from 500,000 then to 
237,800 in 1895, when, because of the decrease, I was able to go in 
among the herd at the height of the season and count every bull on the 
islands. 

Whether we erred in our estimates in our first crude efforts to get at 
the facts is of no consequence now, for the fact remains that, no matter 
what the actual numbers were in 1891, more than one-half of the whole 
herd has been exterminated since then. 

Taking it for granted that the estimates were wrong, the proportion 
is still correct for all practical purposes, so that if we take the 500,000 
of 1891 against the 237,800 of 1895, we find an average annual decrease 
of 52,440 for the five years beginning with 1891 and ending with 1895. 

That the average annual loss has been greater than this can be 
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demonstrated from the statistics on file in the Department which show 
a pelagic catch of Alaskan seals to have been as follows: 

1891 45,491 

1892 46,642 

1898 28,618 

1894 66,668 

1895 (estimated) 40,000 

Total for five years 216,864 

to which I add 60 per cent for the loss of paps that died on the rookeries 
because of the killing of their dams at sea daring the norsing season. 

I base the proportion of pups on what I witnessed this year in Bering 
Sea, where the logs kept by the sealers showed a killing of 60 per cent 
females for the season: 216,864 plus 60 per cent equals 346,982 seals 
taken or destroyed in five years by pelagic sealers who pay nothing 
whatever for the care of the animals. 

I have estimated 40,000 as the catch for 1895. I left Bering Sea Sep- 
tember 18, when 31,216 seals had been taken by pelagic sealers, of which 
number 18,868 or 60 per cent were females as per the logs of the several 
vessels. These females were nursing mothers in milk, whose young 
were left upon the rookeries while they went out to sea for food and 
rest, instead of which they met the pelagic sealer who, according to law, 
killed them and carried off their skins and left their helpless young to 
bleat themselves to death upon the rookeries. 

In a former report I pointed out the absurdity of the regulations that 
would protect the female seals from the i>elagic sealer during the 
months of May, June, and Jaly, most of which time they are on the 
islands and beyond his reach, and that would give him a clear and 
free field in August, as soon as the mother seal takes to the water 
in search of much needed food and rest and when, above all other times, 
she needs protection. 

The taking of 31,000 seals in the month of August, 1895, proves the 
correctness of my position, and renders it needless to dwell upon the 
absurdity of the position the nation has been placed in by the present 
sealing regulations. 

I therefore most respectfully call the attention of the Department to 
the five suggestions made by me in my report of last year, the adop- 
tion of which I believe will forever settle the seal question. 

SALMON. 

Owing to a lack of traveling facilities to the several canperies during 
the fishing season, and to the fact that the whole revenue fleet of the 
Pacific Coast had to do duty in Bering Sea, I found it impossible to 
visit many of the canneries beyond Karluk, where I found that one of 
the rival establishments had sold out to the Alaska Packers' Associa- 
tion and quit the business, thus leaving only two principal competitors 
on the river — the Alaska Improvement Company and the Alaska Pack- 
ers' Association. 

Much crimination and recrimination were indulged in on both sides 
as each endeavored to show it was the other one who violated the law, 
and a string of complaints was presented by the Indians similar to 
those presented by the same party in 1894, and of which I treated in 
my report for that year. 

I found the fishermen with their nets in the narrowest part of the 
Karluk Eiver, and so systematically do they work the nets that I could 
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not see how it was possible for a flsh to ever pass them to the spawn* 

ing grounds. 

Eemonstrating with the foreman aboat such flagrant violation of the 
law and of his own promise, made in 1894, that sach methods should 
not be continued, he replied: <^I was sent here to take fish; my orders 
are to take them wherever I can find them, and I am going to obey my 
orders.'' 

He afterwards explained to me how, daring the storms when the 
water is too rough to allow the spreading of nets, enough salmon pass 
into and up the river to supply twice the quantity of spawn required 
for perpetuating the stock. 

His rival across the river indorsed him in all this, but added: ^^As 
soon as the storm ceases the fishermen follow the salmon upstream to 
the playground and capture every one of them.''^ 

Exhibit H, which accompanies this report, is a copy of a bill which I 
would like to see become law. for I believe it would, if enforced, put an 
end to the present wasteful methods of salmon slaughter in Alaska 
without doing iigury to any honestly conducted enterprise in the 
Territory. 

Exhibit O is a detailed statement of the salmon pack in Alaska for 
1895, showing the number of flsh taken, the number of cases put up, 
and the number of men — ^white, native, and Chinese— employed ; also the 
cost of the tin consumed in the business, the amount invested in each 
plant owned by the Alaska Packers' Association, and other data as per 
instructions. The only item of prime interest I have been unable to 
secure is the selling price of the product of each cannery in the market 
to which it is consigned. 

Through the kindness and courtesy of the Alaska Packers' Associ- 
ation I have learned that the average selling price in San Francisco, 
where the greater bulk of the whole pack is sold, is as follows: Silver 
salmon, 82 cents per dozen; red salmon, 92^ cents per dozen; king 
salmon, 92^ cents per dozen, and barrels of 200 pounds net, $4.75. 

Gonsidering that only very few silver salmon are taken and packed, 
it is safe to say that the whole number of cases put up in 1895 averaged 
$3.60 per case, or a sum equal to $2,229,764.40, which, added to the 
price of 16,857 barrels at $4.75, makes a grand toti^l of $2,326,968 as 
the price realized on Alaskan salmon in 1895. 

Exhibit F is a summary of the salmon pack of the Pacific Goast and 
Alaska for 1895, showing a grand total of 2,040,016 cases of 48 pounds 
each, the largest yearly catch on record. An examination of the figures 
shows that about one-third of this catch was taken from the streams of 
Alaska. ^ 

That adequate protection should be given to these streams by which 
the salmon may be perpetuated indefinitely goes without saying, and 
yet I find it the hardest part of all to make men believe there is any 
danger in the present methods of fishing. 

That I might not be accused of setting my own individual opinion 
against men of practical experience, I addressed letters of inquiry to 
many gentlemen who are deeply interested in Alaska, whose homes 
are there, and who have everything at stake in the success or failure 
of the Territory. 

To Mr. William Duncan (Father Duncan), of Metlakahtla, I sent a 
series of questions which I requested should be submitted to his i>eo- 
pie for consideration and the answers given to me when I caJled at the 

1 The plcay^onnd is that part of the stream where the salt and fresh waten meet 
and mingle, in which the salmon prefer to live for several weeks before spawning. 
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settlement in the fall. As I did Bot have the opportaiiity to return by 
that route, I could not call at Metlakahtla as I intended, so Mr. Dun- 
can very kindly sent me the following letter: 

Mbtlakahti^, Alaska, Ooioher 15, 1895. 

My Dear Mr. Murray: Tout letter dated Unftlaska, September 11, only reached 
me the latter part of last week. It bad been detained at Kitobeean oyer a week 
through the lack of oourtesy of the poetmaater there. 

On my arriyal home last May, after the pleasant trip in yonr company to Sitka, I 
called a meeting of our people and propounded to them the several knotty qnestions 
yon had suggested for our consideration. Last night we held another meeting, to a 
inte hour, on the same business, and I was much pleased with the sensible way the 
natiyes took part in the discussion. 

Question 1. " How to secure possession of Annette Island to our people and to such 
other Indians as may join them ftom surrounding bands, whether by indiyidnal or 
community title.'' 

Our answer to this question is a unanimous yoice in &yor of a community title, 
and the town council beine empowered to grant allotments of land for legitimate 
purposes to individuals as circnmstances may arise calling for snch action. 

By this plan the present unity and regulations in the commonly could be pre- 
served, whereas if individual titles of 1^ acres were ffrauted by the Qoyemment, 
the holder of each allotment being thus independent of the community, conflicting 
interests might result in a rupture which would be very prc^judicial to the character 
and progress of the settlement. 

Question 2. '^Uow can the rights of the natiyes to the salmon streams be best 
secured and maintained f " 

Our answer is, that, pending the Indians arriving at ftiU American oitisenship and 
responsibility, the GoverDment might proclaim all salmon streams Indian reeervm- 
tions or Government property, and only aUow fishing in them to proper persons and 
under proper regulations. 

Such a law would prevent canning companies from taking exclusive control of the 
salmon streams, and might be made an important factor for bettering the condition 
of the natives. 

At present Alaska is in danf^r of losing one of its greatest food supplies, through 
cannery operations. The Indians are bom fishermen, and being permanent residents 
of the country fishing should, to a great extent, be in their hanos, not as employees 
only, but as vendors of the salmon to the canneries. 

Question. 8. "How best to preserve salmon life in Alaska f " 

Our answer to question 2 partly applies as answer to this. I wiU, however, 
'snnmerate our views : 

(1) Let the salmon streams be declared Government property, and the fishing in 
them be absolutely controlled under Government regulations and by Government 
agents. 

(2) Only permit a certain number of salmon to be taken f^om each stream, the 
number being decided by the capacity of the stream. 

(8) Allow no modem barricades to be used in the streams, and even the simple ones 
which have always been used by the natives ought to be removed on Saturdays in 
each week. 

(4) A limit should be placed to the pack of each cannery. I think 20,000 cases 
should be the limit. If, however, canneries can keep on increasing their pack and 
extending their time each year, as at present, fewer salmon each season wiU be left 
for reproduction. 

(6) No cannery should be allowed to work on Sunday, and if fishing was forbidden 
after noon on Saturday till midnight Sunday of each week Sunday labor would 
cease. We strictly keep to this rule at Metlakahtla. 

Question 4. "How best to suppress liquor traffic f" 

(1) Our answer is, give the present liquor law a fair trial, and to that end eyerj 
liquor saloon in AlaAa should be suppressed and every drop of liquor now in it 
should be destroyed. 

(2) Any person found smuggling or selling liquor in Alaska should be fined and 
imprisoned. 

(3) Do away with the Juries at the trial of liquor oases. Let the Judges or com- 
missioners appointed by the Government decide, upon certain given evidence, on the 
guilt of the persons arrested for offenses against the liquor law and an appeal 
allowed only to the supreme district court. 

(4) Let every person found intoxicated be imprisoned, and in the case of natives 
the sentence to be commuted if the prisoner wiU give information leading to the 
conviction of the person or persons who supplied him with the liquors that intoxi- 
cated him. 
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(6) Let every informer against offenders in liqnor caaee (if Me evidenee leads to m 
conyiction) be rewarded by reoeiving a part of the fine imposed on the offender. 

(6) Let every oommissioner in Alaska be instructed to swear in a eoodly nnmber 
of special police, without salary, esnecially among the natives, and let these be 
enoooraffed to assist in carrying out tnis law. 

Question 6. " Should absolute title to land in Alaska be given to oannery corpo- 
rations f" 

Our answer to this is, we think that title to the land on which they have placed 
canneries should be given, but not to lands used only as fishing stations. 

Question 6. "As to the ffranting of titles to land to whites in ^neral.'^ 

We think that just so long as the Government refuses to give titles to iand in 
Alaska the country will be overrun with an irresponsible floating population. 
Owing to the characteristics of the country this will be true, to a large exteut, in 
any event; but the ownership of property would have a tendency to locate some 
X>ermanent residents. 

Question 7. ** Should the exportation of lumber from Alaska be allowed f^' 

We think that until the country is more settled up the law forbidding the export 
tation of lumber, which now exists, should remain in force. 

Question 8. ''Indian citizenship." 

We think that question had better be delayed. No doubt there are some natives 
ripe for the position, but the mass are not so. Let the missionary and school teacher 
continue their work till the goal be reached. 



Tours, very 



rk till the goik 
respectfully, 



Hon. JOSKPH MU&RAT, 

Fart ColUnB, Colo, 



W. Duncan. 



I respeotfdlly ask particalar attention of the Department to this letter 
of Mr. Duncan, for I believe that the adoption of many of his sugges- 
tions would be a fiill and satisfactory solution of the many knotty prob- 
lems at present perplexing all who feel a worthy and laudable interest 
in the present good and future welfare of Alaska. 

Another and an entirely different phase of the salmon question was 
brought to my attention by Mr. John G. Gallbreath, of Fort Wrangell, 
who has been endeavoring, single-handed, to introduce and propagate 
salmon in streams where they did not exist, or from which they had 
been driven before. I promised him in the spring that I would visit his 
hatchery in the fall during my stay in the vicinity, but I did not get an 
opportunity to return that way. 

The following letter was written afterwards by Mr. OaUbreath and 
deserves careful consideration. Particular attention is called to that 
portion of it treating of special << property rights to the producer for aU 
fish in excess of the natural product of the stream." 

What Mr. OaUbreath wants is assurance that after he has success* 
frilly stocked a stream with salmon, where none or but very few existed 
before, he wUl be given rights in the fish as against all other claimants 
who might desire to establish canneries on the stream. But here is his 
letter to speak for itself: 

Sbattlb, Wash., Dooember 10, 1896. 

Dear Sir: I regret my inability to have forwarded you an account of salmon 
hatchery at an earlier day. Business in the interior, from which point there was no 
means of communication, detained me until late in the faXi , I have, nowever, a trusted 
superintendent trained under my own care, who has made a complete success up to 
November 1. I shall return soon and give the business my personal attention until 
the young fry are out and placed in their respective preserves. 

My process of hatching is the same as that followed by the Government hatcheries 
at Clackamas, in the State of Oregon, and need not be described here. 

My hatchery is situated on the western side of Etholine Island, on a lake discharg- 
ing through a smaU stream, a mere brook, into McHenry Inlet — and producing from 
3,^ to 5,000 sukkesh (Onoorhyn6Ku$ nerka) salmon, an amount too insignificant to 
be fished by the canners or salters — and known among the Indians and fishermen as 
a ** cuttus chuck," or worthless stream. The lake on which my hatchery is located is 
about three-fourths of a mile from tide water and contains about 500 acres. 

I have built a dam 8 feet high across the creek a few yards above tide water, over 
which no fish unaided can pass. When the sukkesh start to asoend the stream for 
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spawumg, they are impounded hi a tri^ below the dam, picked up with a dip net, aud 
carefully placed above the dam, from whence they quioKly proceed up to the lake, 
where thev lie in the still, deep water until ripe for spawning, a period of from two 
to six weeks. They then take to the small clear streams running into the lake, where 
they are again impounded bjr means of a weir and trap, and are stripped of their 
eggs. The eggs are then fertilized by stripping the male over them, placed in baskets, 
and set in troughs in the way usual in all hatcheries. A peculiarity about this class 
of salmon, the Oneorkynchus nerka, is that they will not frequent a stream unless it 
has a lake where they can lie and ripen before spawning, although they never spawn 
in the lake; all the other species of Alaskan salmon frequent the streams where they 
can obtain spawning ground indiscriminately whether tney have lakes or not. 

My object in damming my stream near tide water is to keep back all enemies of 
the young fry, such as sea trout, bull heads, sculpins, sticklebacks, etc. ; by this 
means I have my lake and streams cleared of these scourges of the young salmon, 
as they are all salt-water fish, and only so up to the lakes for plunder, returning to 
salt water when their season is over. Of course there were many of them in the 
lake and streams the first year, but when they passed down over the dam they could 
never return. To protect the young fry firom their enemies in the firesh water I 
believe to be the great secret of successful salmon propagation. There is no bar to 
the number of young that can be produced at the Government hatcheries, where the 
spawn in unlimited quantities can be obtained. But unless protected from their 
enemies while young (and everything large enough to swallow them are their ene- 
mies) a large proportion of them are destroved in fresh water. In my own case, 
however, the supply of fish is limited, and all are utilized. 

My lake now fairly swarms with young salmon where heretofore scarcely one 
could be seen. I find, however, that the sea trout and others named are not their 
only enemies. Their older brothers feed on the young fry. The young salmon 
remain in the fresh water where they were hatched fourteen to eighteen months, so 
they have from two to four months to prey on their young brothers. Then, after 
f;omg to sea, they will return for a short time to their native streams for a cannibiJ- 
istic feast, aud here asain in my case my dam acts as protector to the little ones, as 
when once they pass down they can not retnm. I have seen them in vast numbers 
about the size of sardines, and packed almost as close, below the dam, trying to get up, 
but they soon disappear and return to salt water. In connection with this matter 
of protecting the younger from their older brothers, I last year commenced an exper- 
imental process, which I feel encouraged to believe will prove successful; that is, 
by turning out a portion of my young fry in streams, on which there are lakes that 
fall into the sea oy falls, over which no fish can pass. As a consequence, most o£ 
these streams and lakes are entirely barren of fish of any kind. There are three 
streams and lakes of this description contiguous to my hatchery. In the winter of 
1894-95 I placed 1,000,000 youn^ fry into one of these lakes, and the present season 
of 1895-96 will place 2,000,000 m another lake, and so keep on alternating until I 
prove whether they will return to these streams. At the same time I will keep on 
stocking my own hatchery lake with as many as I think it will sustain. If my 
experiment of stocking these heretufore barren lakes and streams proves successful, 
and I can see no reason why it should not, it will prove of great value to the salmon 
fisheries of this coast, as these lakes abound all along the Alaskan coast. 

I commenced my hatchery in the fall of 1892, but owing to the impure water of 
the creek, which contains a large amount of impurities, had but indifferent success, 
turning out only about 600,000. I then moved my hatchery up to the lake, three- 
foarths of a mile, where I found streams of pure water ana even temperature, 
45^ in summer and never below 38^ in winter, and then the fish ripened more 
healthily, as they were in their natural water. In the fall of 1893, however, there 
was but a small run of salmon, but the eggs hatched much better and 1 turned out 
about 1,700,000 young fry. The season of 1894-95 we had a better run and turned 
out 1,500,000 in one hatchery lake and 1,000,000 in the barren lake before mentioned. 
The present winter of 1895-96 we will turn out 4.000,000 or over, having had a much 
larger run than usual, which we will distribute oetween our hatchery Take and two 
other barren lakes. These three barren lakes are situated, respectively, 3, 6, and 9 
miles from our hatchery, and entails a good deal of labor and expense cutting trails 
and carrying the young fish in buckets to their nursery. There are a few echoes 
{OncarhynchuH kisutch) that frequent our stream, but never more than 400. As they 
are a good fish, although not as valuable as the sukkesh, we also pass them over the 
dam and strip them. Their time of running is about six weeks later than the sukkesh. 

Owing to thesmallnessof our hatchery stream, we have opportunities of observing 
the habits of the salmon with greater accuracy than on large streams. From close 
observation made for a number of years, I am of the opinion that no salmon return 
to the sea after ascending for propagating purposes, unless their natural habits of 
copulating are interferred with. I am, however, of the opinion that some of the 
males will return if they are kept from the spawning beds and from performing the 

H. Doc- 92, pt. 2 29 



Digitized by 



Google 



450 ALASKA INDUSTRIES.^ 

AmctioDs of imtiire fov which they ascend; that is to say, if left to their natural 
state they will all die. And the females will all die anyway. But the males, if 
they do not connect with a spawning bed, their milt in some cases does not liquify, 
but remains solid, and some of them will return to the sea. But had they not been 
barred from the spawning; beds their milt would liquify and they would all die. 

W'e have discovered what seems to us to be anewyariety of sea trout, quitesimilar 
to the rainbow, with the addition of a gristly hook, or turning up of the lower jaw, 
and fitting into a recess in tlie end of the upper jaw, completely covering the end 
of the snout and fitting in the recess so neatly that it will not be observed unless 
the jaws are open. I can find no description of a similar trout in the treatise sent me 
in June, 1894, by the Fish Commissioner, Hon. Marshall McDonald, which gave a full 
description of all the different species of trout. We have no alcohol or would have 
preserved a specimen. 

According to the rule generally accepted by scientific men, the salmon will return 
four years from the time their parents enter the stream for spawning purposes, which 
wUl bring my first salmon back the coming summer, when I will be able to give 
you a more definite account of my venture. 

I think, in cases like my own, where hitherto worthless streams are built up and 
made to produce large quantities of valuable fish that will assemble in the bays or 
inlets at the mouths of the streams, where they have been bred, that hitherto pro- 
duced none, so to speak, a law of Congress should be passed giving property rights 
to the producer for all fish in excess of the natural product of the stream. It is held 
by legal men that I have consulted on the subject that I will have a property ri^ht 
in such fish, but it would be far better if such rights were reenforced by an act of 
Congress. 

I have kept a careful account of all the sukkesh and cohoes that we passed over the 
dam from day to day, so that I can tell exactly the number of fish that the stream 
normally produced. 

Hoping I may have the pleasure of meeting you on your return, 
I remain, yours, truly, 

John C. Callbrkatu. 

Hon. Joseph Murray, 

Special J gent for the rroieciion of Salmon Fieher%e» in Alaska, 

P. S. — I will be at Fort Wrangell during February, and should be pleased to hear 
from you. 

J. C. C. 

Now, here is a mau who, tbongh Dot wealthy, has spent money and 
many years' valuable time making experiments in one of the most asefal 
and honorable of the arts — the production of human food. 

Such men deserve a patient hearing and every possible encourage- 
ment, and in the hope of his getting both I respectfully recommend 
his very timely and practical letter to the serious consideration of the 
Department. 

Exhibit D gives the names of the canneries and packing stations, 
Exhibit E shows the sailing distances one must travel from cannery to 
cannery in order to see all of them, and shows conclusively^ I think, 
that in order to see all of them in one season it will be necessary to detail 
a revenue cutter to carry the agent. 

A revenue cutter could make the trip between June 1 and July 20, 
completing the journey at the canneries in Bering Sea in ample time to 
report for patrol duty in August. 

Exhibit G gives a summary of the Alaskan and Pacific Coast salmon 
pack from 1866 to- 1895, both inclusive, showing at a glance that the 
Alaskan streams were drawn upon to their utmost capacity in 1891, 
when 789,294 cases of 48 pounds each were packed, with the result of a 
falling off of 40 per cent the following year. 

The wisdom of protecting an industry that has yielded in the thirteen 
years of its existence 5,505,002 cases of salmon, worth $22,000,000, 
should not be lightly questioned or set aside, and when it is remembered 
that, excepting the civilized Indians with Mr. Duncan at Metlakahtla, 
there is not a resident cannery owner in Alaska, and that not one dollar 
of all the millions taken from her streams is left or spent in the Terri- 
tory, it will be concealed, I think, by all fair-minded men that the least 
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the General Goyernment can do is to protect the iish against extermi- 
nation, and the native, dependent solely apon a salmon diet, in his right 
to an abundant supply of salmon for food. These two things are easy 
of accomplishment if immediate steps are taken, bat if neglected much 
longer the task will be a most difficult one. 

In order to protect the salmon streams the laws must be enforced, 
and it is, unfortunately, only too true that up to date there has not 
been a united attempt made to enforce them. 

The United States commissioner at Fort Wrangeil— one of the few 
fearless ones who only know their duty — wrote me a full account of how 
the law is disregarded, evaded, and not enforced by officers whose duty 
it is to uphold the law at all hazards. The letter covers a wide field, 
and is quite plain and outspoken, using men's real names, the printing 
of which in my report is not now considered necessary; I will therefore 
suppress names and quote only a few passages relating to salmon 
matters. 

Case after case has been compromised at the instance of attorneys for their clients 
in criminal cases. Take one example: In Jnlj, 1893, Mr. J. G. Brady, who was then 
aotinc^ United States attorney in the absence of Mr. Johnson, entertained a com- 
plaint of the natives against cannerv men for obstructing salmon streams. Mr. Brady 
prevailed apon Commander BurweU, of the U. 8. 8. Pinta, to convey him and other 
necessary officers to Klawak and Loring. * * * They came via Fort WrangeU and 
requested me to accompany them. The Pinta reached Loring in the ni^ht, and we . 
found the river '* fenced" from shore to shore, and about 4 tons of salmon in the traps 
and nets. We caused the arrest of Mr. Heckman, the superintendent of the cannery, 
and placed him under bond of $3,000, requiring him to appear before the United 
States district court at its next session. 

The law, as you are aware, imposes a fine of $250 for every day a stream is 
obstructed. « * * Court did not convene until after the retirement of the dis- 
trict attorney, Mr. , and the appointment of his successor, Mr. , who 

aereed to accept the nominal fine of $100. * * ^^ Superintendent Wadleigh, of 
the Klawak cannery, was also placed under bonds, and although two terms of court 

have since been held he has not been required to appear. T^e is lending a 

hand in helping to whitewash his case. * * « 

These two caseS; including the trip of the PinUif have cost the Government more 
than $1,000. 

The officers who placed the men under bonds have been humiliated, while the vio- 
lators of the law, aided by officials disloyal to the Government, have won a great 
victory. * « * 

I could cite many cases in which official positions are used to shield crime and 
defeat the ends of justice. 
• Your obedient servant, Wm. A. Kelly, Commiasionet-, 

Were it necessary to add to or confirm the commissioner's words, I 
wonld say that while at Loring ki 1894 Hon. 0. S. Hamlin, Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury, accompanied by Gapt. 0. L. Hooper, com- 
manding the revenue cutter Btcshj attempted to go up the river in a 
small boat, but soon found themselves barred out by the identical 
^< fence " mentioned in the commissioner's letter. 

The Wadleigh case referred to was called in court at Juneau last 
May, and in my presence his attorney arose and said: Mr. Wadleigh 
had written and offered to pay as much as it would cost him to travel 
back and forth on the steamer from Klawak to Juneau, some $40, on 
condition that the Government dropped the complaint. 

Now, here is a case where the man was taken red-handed in the act — 
he does not attempt denial — and yet, although it happened in 1893, he 
has not been brought to trial, but instead of answering the summons 
of the court he impudently writes back his ultimatum, which was seri- 
ously considered by the district attorney, who would have accepted it 
had I not been present and strongly protested against the whole farce. 

In justice to the present district attorney for Alaska, I will say all 
these things happened prior to his appointment. 
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CONCLUSION. 

Euoagh has been said I think to show the ueoemity of some radical 
changes in Alaska, the first of which shonid be the enforcement of the 
law. 

I therefore most respectfolly recommend the following: 

First. The repeal of the present prohibitory liquor law and the sub- 
Htitntion of high license. 

Second. That a revenue cutter and three armed steam launches be 
X>ermanently located in Alaskan waters. ' 

Third. That the custom-house on Mary Island be discontinued and 
removed to a more desirable, because more useful, location in the 
Tongas Narrows. 

Fourth. That Alaska be divided into at least two judicial districts, 
with one judge at Sitka and one at Circle City, on the Yukon. 

Fifth. That three additional commissioners be appointed, one at Unga, 
one at St. Michaels, and one at Circle City. 

Sixth. That a deputy collector (if not a custom-house) be located at 
Unga. 

Seventh. That a marine hospital be erected at Unalaska. (Either of 
the trading companies will erect and furnish a building if the Depart- 
ment will furnish medicines and a physician.) 

Eighth. That Alaska be allowed a Delegate to Congress. 

There are many important matters that I have not referred to in this 
report, such, for instance, as the condition of the native tribes on the 
Aleutian Islands and in southeastern Alaska; schools and post-oflBces 
on the Yukon Biver and in the great interior — all of which will be dealt 
with in a future report. 

The proposed changes are really necessary to the present and fiiture 
welfare of Alaska, and, because of the rapidly increasing white popu- 
lation flocking to the rich gold diggings, it is absolutely necessary that 
the law should be rigidly enforced. The wealth of Alaska in furs, 
fish, and gold, if properly protected by the Government, will be of 
immense value, which may be made to increase annually, but which, if 
neglected by the Government and left to the present system of no law 
at all, or what is far worse, lawlessness, will soon end in disgrace and 
disaster. 

Very respectfully submitted. Joseph Murray, 

Special Agent for the Protection of ISalmon Fisheries in Alaska. 

Hon. John G. Carlisle, 

Secretary of the Treasury, 

Exhibit A. 

Number of seals on 8t, Paul and 8t, George islands^ eeasoH of 1896. 
ST. PAUL ISLAND. 



Bookery. 



BaUawitb 
I harems, 



NortheMt Point. 
Halfway Point... 

Lakannon 

Katavie 

Ki»f 

Laffoon 

Tolstoi 

Middle HUl 

English Bay 

Zapadnie , 



1,725 
850 
800 

aoo 

1,000 
50 
400 



100 
600 



Total.. 



Cows. 



I Bach- 
I elors. 



60,000 
14,000 
12,000 

8,000 
40,000 

2,000 
10,000 



4.000 

20,000 



185,000 



9,000 
2,000 
1,000 
300 
5.000 
50 



1,500 

800 

3,500 



23,150 



Idle 
bulls. 



1,000 
200 
200 
50 
600 



260 



100 ; 

300 , 



ToUl. 



80,725 
18,550 
13,500 

8,660 
46,500 

2,100 
16,660 

1.500 

5,000 
24,300 



2,600 215,375 
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yumher of neah on St, Pani atid St. (reorge Inlands, senBOfi of t896 — Continued. 
ST. GEORGE ISLAND. 



Rookery. 



Starry Arteel. 

North 

East 

Little Bast... 
Zapadnie 



Balls with 
harems. 



eo 

100 
80 
26 

110 



Co'w.H. 



Baoh- ^ Idle 
elors. ! balls. 



Total, i 



i 



Total 

Total on both islands. 



875 



5»000 



2,400 300 

4,000 500 

8,200 3,000 

1,000 50 

4,400 3,000 



40 2,800 

50 ! 4,660 

40 8,820 

20 1,006 

50 7,560 



15,000 6,860 : 



200 



200,000 80,000 



2,800 



22,425 



237,800 



Exhibit B. 
lAqwiVB cleared fi'om Pugel Sound for AUuka^ January 1, 1894, to March 10, 1896. 



Date. 



Per- 
mit No.l 



Jan. 6,1894 

Deo. 22,1898 

Do 



Do. 



Do 



Jan. 20.1884 



Jan. 16,1894 
Jan. 22,1894 , 



Deo. 21,1898 


41 


Jan. 5,1894 
Deo. 6,1898 


50 
39 


Jan. 2,1894 

Dee. 22,1898 

Do 


49 
45 
47 


Dec. 6.1893 
Feb. 7,1894 
Feb. 8,1894, 
Feb. 7,1894 < 


37 
57 
59 
58 



55 



53 



52 
54 



Kinds and quantities. 



1 barrel bottled beer. .. . 

1 barrel nrewhiaky 

1 barrel Boorbon whis- 
ky, 10 barrels beer. 

li barrels Califomia 
Drandy, 1| barrels 
California olaret, 5 
barrels beer, 3 barrels 
ale, 3 oases porter, 10 

Killons sherry, 10 gai- 
ns Irish whisky, 10 
gallons Scotoh whis- 
ky, 10 gallons gin, 10 
gallons ram, 1 case im - 
ported brandy, 1 case 
Imported whisky, 8 
cases champagne. 

1 gallon port wine, 1 
gallon brandy. 

6 botUes China liquor . . . 

1 case whisky, 1 case 
wine. 1 case porter. 

1 barrel beer 

1 barrel porter 

1 barrel whisky, H bar- 
rels mm, 1| bvrels 
brandy, 1 baxrel por- 
ter, 1 oarrel beer. 

30 gallons claret wine . . 
5 gallons whisky 

2 barrels beer . .' 

1 barrel whisky. 5 bar- 
rels beer. 2 iMirrels 

r)rter, 2 barrels ale. 
cases Irish whisky, 
6 cases Hennesy bran- 

1 barrel whisky, 1 bar- 
rel brandy, 8 barrels 
beer, 1 case cham- 
pagne, 2 barrels whis- 

1 barrel gin, 5 gallons 
Jamaica mm, 2 gal- 
lons Madeira wine, 
12 gallons sherry 
wine, 30 gallons clar- 
et, 1 case brandy, 1 
case champagne, 1 
barrel ale, 1 barrel 
porter, 5 gallons port 
wine, 10 gallons whis- 
ky, 5 cases whisky. 

lease wine 

50 gallons whisky, 20 
gallona brandy, 20 
gallons port wine. 10 
gallons alcohol, 60 
gallons claret, bar- 
rels beer, 2 oases gin. 



Consignee. \ Name of vessel. ! Date cleared. 



Adolph Myer City of Topeka. Jan. 16, 1894 

do do Do. 

C.F.Pueher do Do. 



William Nelson , do . 



Do. 



C. J. Kostroraehnoff I do | Do. 

HnngSing Gee do j Do. 

Duncan McEimon do Do. 

W.CMiUs do I Jan. 30,1894 

Chas.Giirey do ; Do. 

Wm.lfulcahy do Do. 

G.S.Johnaon do i Jan. 15,1894 

Smeby Bros do ' Feb. 17,1894 

E.DeGroff do i Do. 

W.Mnlcahy do , Do. 



William Nelson do . 



E.DeGrofr do . 



Do. 



Do. 



W. P. Hills... 
J. C. Kooaher . 



I Mexico 

City of Topeka.. 



Feb. 27,1894 
Mar. 14, 1894 
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TAquor^ cUaredfrom Puget Sound for Aloihat ^fr.— Continued. 



Per 



Date. mit No. ^*"*1« ^^^ quADtitiM. 



CJonsignov. 



Nftiue of vessel. Date cleared. 

.. _ . I 



Feb. 23,1804 



Feb. 24,1804 
Mar. 0,1804 
Feb. 20,1804 
Mar. 0.1804 

Do 

Do 

, Do 



Feb. 23,1804 



Mar. 0,1804 
Apr. 4,1804 

Do 

Hay 10,1804 

Do 



, Do I 

^ Do ; 

June 4,1804 : 

Do , 

Hay 0, 1804 
June 13, 1804 ' 
June 18, 1804 



June 28, 1804 
Hay 10,1804 
July 1,1804 



June 28, 1804 
June 18, 1804 
Aug. 3,1804 ; 
July 18, 1804 ' 

Aug. 3,1804 



Aug. 13, 1804 
Aug. IS, 1804 
Sept. 6,1804 
Aug. 18,1804 , 
Sept. 6,1804 
Oct. 4.1804 
Sept. 6,1804 

Oct. 8, 1804 
Sept. 25, 1804 < 
Oct. 17, 1804 ; 

Do I 

Sept. 25, 1804 
Oct. 17,1804 

Do , 

Dec. 10,1804 



62 I 



61 2 barrels bourbon whis- 
ky, 10 gallons rum, 20 
gallons brandy, 10 

S lions port wine, 
rrels bottled beer. . . 

64 loasewhisky 

60 Soaseswine i 

67 loasewhisky | 

66 1 gallon rum ! 

65 1 case ale, 1 case porter. 

68 1 barrel whisky, 1| bar- I 

rels brandy, 8 cases 
Irish whisky, 6 bar- 
I- rels beer. 
I 10 gallons whiskv, 1 
case beer, 1 gallon 
brandy, 2 cases wine. 

15 gallons port wine 

3 gallons whisky 

10 gallons alcohol 

5 ffillons alcohol 

2 barrels whisky, 1 bar- { 
rel brand}', 2 cases gin, 
20gallonsmm,5cases , 
wusky, 5 cases bran- 
dy, 10 barrels beer, 10 
cases porter, 10 cases 
ale, 2 cases cham- 
, pagne, 1 barrel port 
wine, 1 barrel sherry, 
! 1 bairel claret. 1 bar- 
rel alcohol. 

01 ! Ibarrelbeer 

02 do 

100 , 3barrel8beer 

00 Ibarrelbeer 

84 ! 4barrelsbeer 

105 1 dozen bottles brandy . . 
107 I 15 barrels beer, 1 barrel 

sherry wine, 1 barrel 
whisky, 5 oases por- 
ter, 1 barrel port wine, 
5 cases ale, 5 casee 
gin, 5 cases claret 
wine. 

106 lObanelsbeer 

04 2 cases whisky 

116 , 20 barrels beer, 1 barrel 
brandy. 1 barrel port 
wine, 1 barrel sherry, 
1 barrel claret, 3 cases 
champagne. 5 cases 
porter, 5 cases ale, 
D cases brandy. 

100 10 gallons whisky 

113 ! loasewhisky 

120 10 barrels beer 

114 ^ 1 case whisky, 1 case 
j wine, ] case porter. 

110 I 1 case cognac, 10 cases 
port wine, 10 cases 
sherry. 10 cases whis- 

123 , 1 case ale, 1 case porter. 

124 j 10 barrels beer 

120 10 barrels beer 

122 . 30 barrels wine 

128 10 barrels whisky 

130 10 barrels alcohol 

130 10 barrels white wine, 1 

barrel claret. 

188 loasewhisky 

132 1 barrel claret 

142 loasewhisky 

145 5barrehibeer 

135 1 case whisky 

144 30 gallons whisky 

144 lOgallonsrum 

160 1 bottle bimndy, 1^ gal- 
lons whisky, 1 gallon 
]>ort wine. 



WiUtam Nelson Citynf Topeka.. Har. 14,1804 



£.DeGrofi' do .. 

Robert Reid I do .. 

Hrs.R.C. Rogers...! do.. 

H. F.Swift '. do.. 

W.M.Taylor Chilkat. 

J.H. Davis do .. 

W. Mulcahy ! do .. 



Mar. 80,1804 

Do. 
j Do. 
' Do. 
I Apr. 7,1804 
I Do. 

Do. 



Robert. Duncan , Jr . . Ci ty of Topeka . . Apr. 1 3, 18M 



Father Donskey — do . 

Archy Campbeu do . 

C. F.Feuher do. 

F.D.Nowell I RosaUe 

Max Endleman do . 



Apr. 28,1894 
May 14.18M 

Do. 
Hay 20,1804 

Do. 



Mrs. Hammond.. 

F.Bach 

K. De GrolT..... 

R. B.Rogers 

E.De Oroir 

do 

Max Endleman. 



....do 

...do 

City of Topeka. 
do 

8aeen 
ity of Topeka. 
do 



£.DeOroff t Queen 

G. Spuher I do 

Max Endlemen I City of Topeka . { 



Do. 

Do. 
June 12,1804 

Do. 
June 22,1804 
June 20,1804 

Do. 



July 8,1804 
July 27,1804 



E.DeGroflr ' Queen I 

Karl Koehler I do 

KDeGroff City of Topeka.! 

D. McKinnon ! do ' 



B. De Groff i Queen . 



J.Hont. Dayid. 

E.DeGroir 

do 

R. C.Rogers.... 

E.De Groff 

do 

do 



City of Topeka 

do 

.....do 

Hexico 

do 

City of Topeka.. 
Mexico 



R. C.Rogers ■ do.. 

Karl Koehler | do .. 

Robert Reid do .. 

Ed.DeGrofl i do .. 

H.Heahr ' do .. 

Sd.De4roff I Chilcat . 

.....do Hexico. 

Dr.C.Theyiog do .. 



Aug. 6, 1804 
AugJLS, 1804 

Aug. 21, 1804 
Aug. 31, 1804 



>pt. 10, 



Sept. 10, 1804 
Sept 25, 1804 

Do. 
Oct 11,1804 
Oct 25,1804 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Nov. 10.1804 

Do. 
Not. 21. 1804 
Nov. 26,1804 

Do. 
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liquors cleared from Paget Sound for Alaelca, etc.— Continaed. 
Bate. I i^i^ii^Q I Kinds and quantities. Consignee. Name of yessel. Date cleared. 



Nov. 16,1894 



147 



Dec. 19, 1894 
Jan. 2, 1895 

Do 

May 4.1894 
Jan. 2.1895 , 



Do 

Jan. 19,1895 
Jan. 2. 1895 
Dec. 19.1894 
Feb. 15.1895 

Do 

Jan. 21,1895 
Jan. 19.1895 



151 
157 
157 
82 
155 

162 
159 
154 
152 
170 
169 
161 
160 






li dozen Kimniel, 
dozen Benedictine, 
dozen absinth; . 
dozen kinchwasser, 
1| dozen anisette, t 
dozen maraschino, li 
dozen Chartreuse, 
case gin, I case cham< 
pagne, 1 barrel per* 
t«r, 1 barrel ale. 

1 barrel bottled porter. . 

5 barrels bottled beer. . . 

12 bottles China liquor. 

5 fi:allons alcohol 

12 bottles assorted liq- 
uors. 

10 barrels beer 

6 dozen bottles i>orter. . 
1 barrel claret 

5 gallons port wine 

10 gallons whisky 

6 gallons alcohol 

1 dozen brandy 

20 gallons claret 



E.DeGroft' Mexico I Dec. 28,1894 



I 



Wm.Mulcahy . 

KDearoff 

Sing Lee 

E. valentine... 
R.C. Sogers ... 



KDeGroff.... 
C.E.Tlbbito.. 
C.S.Johnson . 

FredHaU 

£.DeGroff.... 

do 

do. 



..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
..do. 
, ..do. 
George Kyrage > do . 



Cbilcat 

Mexico 

do 

Chilkat 

City of Topeka. 



I Jan. 8, 1895 
! Jan. 12. 1895 

Do. 
Jan. 23,1895 

Do. 

Feb. 7, 1895 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
; Feb. 24,1895 

Do. 

Do. 
I Do. 



Tbe within permits are signed by Benjamin Moore, collector of customs, Sitka, Alaska. 
Port TowNSKin), Wash., Mareh J, 1896. 



Exhibit C. 
StatieticB of Alaska salmon pack, UMon of 1896, 



Name. 



Bristol Bay Canning Co. . 

Alaska Packing Co 

Arctic Packing Co 

Do 

Thin Point Packing Co.. 

Karluk PackingCo , 

Tanglefoot Bay Tacking 
Co. 

Hume Packing Co , 

Arctic Packing Co 

Arctic Fishing Co , 

Chignik Bay Packing Co. 



Pacific Packing Co 

Pyramid Harbor Pack- 



Pyramid 
ing Co. 



I Number of men 
employed. | 



Number of salmon taken. 



Tiocatiou. 



Nnshagak . 
.....do...... 

.....do 

Naknek 

Thin Point. 

Karluk 

do 



...do 

Alitok 

Kuslloff 

Chignik 

Prince Williams 

Sound. 
Pyramid Harbor. . 



Glacier Packing Co i Fort Wrangell. . 

Alaska Salmon Packing Loring 

and Fur Co. 
Point Boberts Packing Koggiung 

Co. 
TJgashik Fishing Station . Selina River .... 



Egegak Fishing Station. 
Togiak Fishing Station . . 



Egegak . 
Togiak . 



i 


t 






I 


1 


63 


44 


65 


46 


61 


48 


47 


21 


28 


20 


84 


48 


.% 


21 


84 


52 


31 


18 


62 


48 


89 


81 


, 95 


39 


j 80 


62 



^ Apparatus 
I I used. ! 

I , 



Total ' 1,002 681 

I I I 



King. Bed. | Silver. 



70 



71 I 

80 I 



142 
65 

142 
52 
77 

110 

63 

77 

55 
70 



10 :. 
22 . 



1,211 



GiUneta.. 
....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 

Seine 

....do... 
....do... 



.....do.... 
.....do.... 
.....do.... 
Gill nets 
and seine. 
.....do .... 



Gill nets.. 



.....do. 
Seine.. 



Gill nets.. 

Gill nets 

and seine. 

Gill nets.. 

.....do.... 



4.644 
8,823 
6,106 
1,047 



25,199 



4,319 
9,453 
8,294 



405 



62,190 



252. 776 
356,622 
329,548 
269,851 
23.453 
589,090 
172,049 

603,421 
174, 568 
324,277 
683,319 

143, 100 

310,759 

133,509 
14,733 

143,800 

66,219 

54,821 
1,800 



9,290 
10,100 
8,700 



8,821 



142,937 

7,028 

154, 188 
435,368 



4,646,215 775,887 



Digitized by 



Google 



456 



ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 



stathiicii of Alaska ealv^on pa4^l\ season of 2S9-^—Vont\nned. 



Namo. 



Bristol Bay Cuming Co.. 

Alaska Packing Co 

Arctio Packing Co 

Do : 

Thin Point Packing Co . . 

Karlnk Packing Co 

Tanglefoot Bay Packing 
Co. 

Bume Packing Co 

Arctic Packing Co 

Arctic Fishing Co 

Chignik Bay Packing Go. 

PacMc Packing Co 

Pyramid Harbor Pack- 
ins Co. 

Glacier Packing Co 

Alaaka Salmon Packing 
and Fnr Co. 

Point Roberts Packing 
Co. 

XJgashik Fishing Station. 

Bgegak Fishing Station . . 

Toglak Fishing Station. . 



Total. 



CaseH. ' 



33,434 i 
34,632 . 
33,631 I 
22,731 I 

'48*379' i 

15,277 I 



n_ iSteam 

f^' ersem.j 

'^*'^'' 'ployed.|Nnm 



lighters and 
boats. 



Net«. 



1,04.') 

395 I 



47,600 
15, 331 
30,188 
70,050 
21,453 
35,878 

27,416 
32,554 



866 



8,142 

1.854 j 

1,048 ! 

40 i 



473,949 I 7,455 j 26 



42 

43 
23 
10 ! 
47 



23 ! 

40 

24 < 
43 

31 

17 
11 
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Vahip. 



$18,000. 
13,000 
12,500 * 
15,000 ' 
6,000 I 
80,000 I 
15,200 



21.000 j 

11,000 ' 

18.200 

19,000 

45,000 

18,000 

14,200 
13, 100 , 

6,200 ! 

2,500 
600 

400 I 



Num- 
ber. ' 

80 
84 
83 
42 
4 , 
15 ; 
10 ' 

15 ' 
4 

80 
90 
75 ; 
50 ' 



Value. 



278,900 I 684 



$4,000 
4,200 
4,100 
2.100 
800 
3,000 
2,000 

3,000 
800 
4,000 
4,500 
3,800 
2,700 

1,500 
800 

1,400 



600 
400 



Sail 

ton- Valne 
uage of tin 
em- plate, 
ployed., 



1,355 $19,360 

1, 100 19, 100 

1,040 19,600 

900 I 13,200 

255 

4,500 Y 68,' 206 

1,3561 '»,'io6 

1,320 21,600 

1,520 I 42,000 

1,340 ' 13,200 

1,132 * 21,000 

776 ; 16.200 

771 19, 200 



555 
126 
130 



44,900 18,404 



279,760 



Statistios of Alaska salmon pack, season of 1895 — Continued. 



Name. 



C. E. Whitney & Co 

Prosper Fishing and Trading Co 

L.A.Peder8on 

Bering Sea Packing Co 

Norton, Teller & Co 

Lynde& Hough 

Alaska Improvement Co 

CD.Ladd 

Pacific Steam Whalins Co 

Peninusnlar Fishing Co 

Baranoff Packing Co 

North Pacific Fishing and Trading Co . 

Boston Fishing and Trading Co 

Metlakahtla Industrial Co 

MiUer&Co 

Cape Fox Packing Co 

Yarions 



Location. 



Cases. ; Barrels. 



Knshagak 

Kviohflc 

Naknek 

Ugashik 

do 

Shmnagin islands 

Karluk , 

Cooks Inlet 

Prince William Sound. 

Copper River 

Baranoff Island 

Klawak.... 

Yea Bay 

Meltakatta 

Cordova Bay 

Cape Fox 

Southeastern Alaska. . . 



Total. 



14,253 
12.007 



26.000 



25.037 
15,000 
14,805 
12,228 
14,100 
12,000 



145,430 



1.043 

2,300 

800 



75 



350 



1,800 
1,200 
2.000 



9,392 
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Exhibit D. 
Salmon packing stations in Alaska. 
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No., 



Locality. 



16 



1 Chilcat 

2 PortAlthorp 

3 EillUxioo 

4 RedFiahBay 

5 FortWrangell 

6 YesBay 

7 Lorinff 

8 PortCheBter 

9 Klawak 

10 CordoviaBay 

11 Tolstoi Bay 

12 PortEllis 

18 CapeFox 

14 I Copper River, Delta Peninanla 

15 ! Eyak Village 



Name of company. 



Alaska Packing Association . . . . , 

Ford & Stokes 

Herring Fishery , 

Baranvff Packing Ck> 

Alaska Packing Association 

Boston Fishing and Trading Co. 
Alaska Packing Association .... 

Metlakahtla Industrial Co 

North Pacific Packing Co 

Miller&Co 

do 

Kniu Island 



Cooks Inlet, Kassilo Biver ' 

West side of Cooks Inlet 

Afognak (not in operation)...! 

Earlnk River ' 

Alaska Improvement Co 

R. D. Hume & Co I 

AlitakBay ' 

Ugak Bay, Eagle Harbor . 
ChignikBay 



Fish and Trading Co 

Pacific Steam Whaling Co. . . . 
Alaska Packing Association . 

do 

C.D.Ladd&Co 



Alaska Packing Association . 



Pirate Cove, Popoif . 

ThlD Point 

Ugashil 

..T.do 

....do 

....do 

Naknlk River 

....do 

Knichak River 



Nnshagak 

Fort Alexander. 



Alaska Packing Association (nsed np) . 

Oliver Smith... 

Alaska Packing Association 

McCollom Trading Co 

Alaska Packing Association 

Bering Sea Packing Co 

Alaska Packing Association 

Sullivan River Packing Co , 

Johnson 

Alaska Packing Association 

Peterson 

Alaska Packing Association 

Prosper Fish and Trading Co 

Alaska Packing Associanon 

Whiteney Co 



Total. 



, Can- 1 Salt- Her- 
I nery. ory- ring. 



27 



Exhibit £. 
Sailing distances from Cape Fox to the different salmon canneries in Alaska, 



[Figures in parentheses are map numbers.] 



Miles. 

SO 

50 

100 



(13) Cape Fox to (10) Cordovia 

Bay 

(13) Cape Fox to (8) Port Chester. 

(10) Cordovia Bay to (9) Klawak.. 
(8) Port Chester to (11) Tolstoi 

Bay 60 

(8) Port Chester to (7) Loring 60 

(7) Loring to (6) Yes Bay 25 

(11) Tolstoi Bay to (5) Fort Wran- 

gell 100 

(5) Fort Wrangell to (12) Port 
Ellis 100 

(9) Klawak to (4) Red Fish Bay. .. • 150 
(4) Red Fish Bay to (2) Port Al- 

thorp 150 

(2) Port Althorp to (3) Killisnoo.. 200 

(3) KillisDoo to (1) Chilcat Inlet.. 200 
(ij Chilcat Inlet to (14) Copper 

RiverDelta 1,000 



Miles. 

(14) Copper River Delta to (15) 
Eyak village 50 

(15) Eyak vifiage to (17) Afognak. 500 
"^) Afognak to (20) Ugak Bay, 

Sagle Harbor * . 

(20) Ugak Bay to (19) Alitak Bay. 
(19) iOitak Bay to "^ 



'% 



(18) Karlak 

River 

(18) Karlak River to (21) Chignlk 
Bay 

(21) Chignik Bay to (22) Pirate 
Cove 

(22) Pirate Cove to (23) Thin Point. 

(23) Thin Point to (24) Ugashik. .. 

(25) Naknik River to (26) Kviohak 
River 

(26) Kvichak River to (27) Nusha- 
Kak 



75 
100 

100 

300 

200 
150 
500 

25 

lOO 



Total 



4,375 
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ALASKA INDUSTRIES. 



Exhibit F. 



Summary of salmon paoky 1895, 

Columbia River 617,460 

Alaska 619,379 

British Columbia 512, 877 

Outside rivers 290,300 

Total 2,040,016 

Cases. 

Columbia River 617,460 

Alaska (16 locations) 619,379 

British Columbia: 

Fraser River 347, 674 

SkeenaRiver 66,983 

Lowe Inlet 8,500 

Nass River 19,000 

Rivers Inlet 61,720 

Alert Bay 5,500 

Clayoq uot 3, 500 

512,877 

Outside rivers and bays : 

Nehal«m River .6,300 

Sinslaw River 8,552 

Coquille River 9,468 

Umpque River 10, 300 

Tillamook River 5, 000 

AlseaBay 5,000 

Coos Bay 10,380 

Puget Sound (4 locations) 157,000 

Grays Harbor 18,000 

Shoalwater Bay 16,000 

Rogue River 14, 000 

Sacramento rivers 24,000 

California rivers 6,300 

290,300 

2,040,016 

Exhibit G. 

Alaskan and Pacific Coast salmon pack^ from 1866 to 1895, both inclusive. 



Year. 



1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 



Columbia 
River. 


Outoide 

rirera and 

bays. ' 


British 
Columbia. 


Alaska. 


Total. 


4,000 








4,000 
18,000 


18,000 








28,000 








28,000 


100,000 
150,000 








100,000 








150,000 
200,000 


200,000 








250,000 








250,000 


250,000 








250,000 


350,000 


2,500 
3,000 






852,500 


875,000 






878, 000 


450,000 


3!l. mio 


filT 




493, 747 


400,000 i 46,300 ' 67.387 




573,687 


460,000 1 66,500 


113,601 
57,804 
61,300 
175,675 
255,061 
243,000 
13«i,945 
106, 805 
163,004 
201.990 
135,600 
414,400 
409,464 
814,813 
221, 797 
590,220 
494,470 
512,877 




640,101 


480.000 61.000 
630, 000 «8, 200 
551, 000 220, 700 




508,894 
779,600 






066,875 


641,300 ' 249,300 




1,045,661 


629,400 : 198,000 
656,179 1 122,800 
624,530 100,250 
454,943! 170,400 
878.800' 231,900 
867.750 212,000 
325.500 , 265,734 
438,500: 102,123 
890, 183 82, 447 
481, 900 160. 800 
425, 200 ; 209, 496 
511,000 214,896 
617,460! 290,300 


36,000 
64,000 
74,850 
120,700 
190,200 
427,372 
709, 347 
688,332 
789,294 
461,482 
645,545 
678,501 
619,379 


1,106,400 

971,924 

806,495 

809.047 

997,890 

1.142,722 

1.714,981 

1,633.419 

1.576,787 

1,325,979 

1.870,470 

1,898,867 

2,040,016 
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Exhibit H. 

A BILL toauMid an Aot entiUed **An aot to proTide for the proteotion of the salmon fisheries of 

Alaaka.*' 

Be a enacted hy the Senate and Hauee of Representatives of the United States of Jfnerioa 
in Congress assembled, That the aot approved March second, eighteen hundred and 
eiehty-nine, entitled ''An act to provide for the protection of the salmon fisheries of 
Alaska/' is hereby amended and reenaoted, aa follows: 

Sbgtiok 1. That the erection of dams, barricades, fish wheels, fences, traps, ponnd 
nets, or any fixed or stationary obstractions in any part of the rivers or streams of 
Alaska, or to fish for or catch salmon or salmon trout, in any manner or by any means, 
with the purpose or result of preventing or impedinff the ascent of salmon or salmon 
trout to their spawning ground, is declared to be nnlawfu], and the Secretary of the 
l^easury is hereby authorized and directed to remove such obstructions and to estab- 
lish and enforce such regulations and surveillance as may be necessary to insure that 
this prohibition and all other provisions of law relating to the salmon fisheries of 
Alaska are strictly complied witn. 

Sbc. 2. That it shall be unlawful to fish, catch, or kill any salmon or salmon trout 
of any variety, except with rod or spear, above the tide waters of anv of the creeks 
or rivers of less than five hundred leet wide in the Territory of Alaska, or to lay or 
set any drift net, set net, or seine for any purpose, across the tide waters of any river 
or stream for a dLLstance of more than one-third of the width of such river, stream, 
or channel, or lay or set any seine or net within one hundred yards of anv other net 
or seine which is being laid or set in said stream or channel, or to take. Kill, or fish 
for salmon in any manner or by any means in any of the waters of the Territory of 
Alaska, either in the streams or tide waters, from noon on Saturday of each week 
until six o'clock post meridian of the Sunday following, or to fish for, or catch, or kill in 
any manner, or by any appliances, except by rod or spear, any salmon or salmon trout 
jln any stream of less than one hundred yards in width in the said Territory of Alaska 
between the hours of six o'clock in the morning and six o'clock in the evening of the 
same day of each and every dav of the week. 

Sec. 8. That the Secretary of the Treasury may, at his discretion, set aside certain 
streams as spawning grounds, in which no fishing will be permitted; and when, in 
his Judgment, the results of fishing operations on any stream indicate that the 
number of salmon taken is larger than the capacitv of the stream to produce, he is 
authorized to establish weekly close seasons, to limit the duration of the nshing 
season, or to prohibit fishing entirely for one year or more, so as to permit the 
salmon to increase. 

Skc. 4. That to enforce the provisions of law herein, and such regulations as the 
Secretary of the Treasury may establish in pursuance thereof, he is authorized and 
directed to appoint one inspector of fisheries at a salary of ten dollars per dav, 
and two assistant inspectors at a salary of eight dollars each per day, and he will 
annually submit to Congress estimates to cover the salaries and actual traveling 
expenses of the officers hereby authorized and for such other expenditures as may be 
necessary to carry out the provisions of the law herein. 

Sec. 5. That any person violating the provisions of this act, or the regulations 
established in pursuance thereof, shall, upon conviction thereof, be punished by a 
fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, o^ imprisonment at hard labor for a term of 
ninety days, or both such fine and imprisonment, at the discretion of the court: 
And provided further, That in case of the violation of any of the provisions of sec- 
tion one of this act. and conviction thereof, a further fine of two hundred and fifty 
dollars per diem will be imposed for each day that the obstruction or obstructions 
therein are maintained after notice to remove the same. Said notice may be given 
by an^ Government officer or private citizen. 
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Murray, 1894: Page 11. 

That no dead pups were found upon the rookeriea in 1894 in the early 
part of August was due, not to their absence, but to the fact that no 
close inspection was made. It is impossible without actually going on 
the breeding grounds and driving off the living cows and pups to get 
an idea of the number of dead pups. Such an inspection was not made 
in 1894 nor in any year prior to 1896; consequently the facts regarding 
the phenomenon of dead pups were never known until that time. The 
dead pups seen on Tolstoi Bookery in 1891 and 1892 belonged, in the 
latter year wholly and in the former partly, to this early mortality, 
which occurs before pelagic sealing begins. What has heretofore been 
said regarding this estimate of starved pups in connection with the 
reports of Messrs. Hamlin and Orowley applies here also. In the quota- 
tion here ascribed to Mr. Crowley appears the statement that in the 
count of dead pups an effort was made to distine^uish the recently dead 
from those long dead. If this is true, it would increase the value of 
the figures as a measure of starvation; but this statement does not 
occur in Mr. Crowley's rei)ort, and in any event, granting that the 
figures included only starved pups, they still fM short of the facts. 

Mttrray, 1894: Page 15. 

The several estimates by Mr. Elliott and others here quoted or men- 
tioned will be discussed in connection with the reports from which they 
are taken, which appear in later volumes of this series. 

Mr. Murray's estimate for 1891, here given in detail for St. Paul 
Island, represents a broad and general personal impression rather than 
an accurate enumeration, as undoubtedly does also that for 1894, the 
details of which are not given. The elements of weakness in these esti- 
mates lie in the assumed average size of harem and in the arbitrary 
doubling of the number of bulls seen in order to account for others 
supposed to exist but not seen. The size of barem assumed (40) is 
more than double that of the average number of animals ever seen at 
one time in a harem (17) and is one-fourth larger than the actual num- 
ber (30) of cows, including absent ones, which the investigations of 
1896-97 show to belong to the average harem. These figures therefore 
must be taken with a good deal of allowance and can be held only to 
represent in a very general way the relative condition of the herd. It 
may be noted that no higher accuracy was claimed by Mr. Murray for 
these and subsequent estimates made by him. 

Murray, 1894: Page 23. 

The discussion of dead pups on this and subsequent pages of this 
report has but little value, because built on the assumption that all had 
died of starvation. This was the common belief until the investigations 
of 1896 were made. The fact that a large natural mortality, due to 
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totally different causes, occurs prior to August 10, aud has probably 
occurred for centuries, must be kept constantly in mind in reading all 
early discussions of dead pups. 

Marray, 1894: Page 37. 

The figures for the pelagic catch here given include also the seals 
taken on the Asiatic side, a fact which is not made clear. 

Murray, 1895: Page 452. 

This detailed estimate of seals for 1895 is doubtless the most elabo- 
rate and accurate which Mr. Murray has made. It, however, contains 
manifest inconsistencies, as for example, Lagoon Eookery is estimated 
at 50 harems and 2,000 cows. This rookery was counted in the same 
season both by Mr. True and by Mr. Townsend. The latter found 80 
harems and 1,216 cows, the former 82 harems and 1,264 cows. Again, 
on Kitovi Eookery 200 harems and 8,000 cows are found, whereas Messrs. 
True and Townsend in the same season found 145 harems and 2,640 
cows. Moreover, the figures themselves show that no account is taken 
of numbers less than 50 in the enumeration of harems. But the most 
serious defect in the enumeration arises from the date at which it was 
made. Mr. Murray assumed that the rookeries were at their height by 
the 20th of July and, beginning his enumeration at this time, completed 
it on August 14. Our investigations for the past two seasons show that 
the height of rookery development falls about the 15th of July; that 
by the 20th the harems are beginning to break up, and that the mating 
season for adult seals is practically over by August 1. Counts and 
observations made after the 20th of July give no true idea of condi- 
tions in the height of the season, and those made during the first half 
of August show wholly different conditions. Then the original harems 
are broken up. The regular bulls are gone, and their places are filled 
with young and idle bulls controlling transient harems of virgin cows. 
This enumeration of the seals, therefore, has only the value of a per- 
sonal estimate made at an unfavorable time and under a misapprehen- 
sion of the facts of rookery development. 

We may here contrast the various estimates offered for the season of 
1895, and express our regret that such variant and contradictory 
results should be reached and published by duly accredited agents of 
the Government: 



Agent. 




True 

Crowley 

Murray 

It may, however, be observed that all this work was conscientiously 
and intelligently done. The trouble lay in the methods employed. It 
is a curious fact that the estimate most carefully and accurately worked 
out is farthest from the truth. This resulted chiefly from the vitiating 
assumption that practically all the cows were present on the rookeries 
at the height of the season. , 

Correspondence : Page 357. 

The estimates of starved pups here given include also pups which 
died of natural causes prior to the beginning of pelagic sealing. Bef- 
erence should be made to notes upon this subject appended to the 
reports of Messrs. Hamlin, Orowley, and Murray, where the subject is 
discussed at length. 
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Page. 

Adee, Alvey A., Assistant Secretary of K^tate. <«oiTe8poudeuce relatiu^ to 
pelagic sealing 339,345 

Atognac, island of 400 

Agents, special, reports of: 

Luttrell. Panl fc3 397 

Murray, Joseph 3,404,436 

Pracht, Max 385 

Alaska : 

Canneries, location of : 419, 421 

CannerSy letter to 413 

Codfish industry of 396 

Deer, destruction of 441 

FoxeSy destruction of , 442 

Fur seals of 443 

Game- fowl eggs, alleged destruction of 440 

Government, recommendations for 452 

Herring fisheries of 396 

Liquor selling 438 

Liquors cleared for 453 

Naknek River, conditions on 432 

Natives, customs of 398,399 

Natives, habits of 398 

Natives not allowed to fish for salmon 409 

Natives, occupations of 398 

Outlaws 442 

Salmon fisheries 445 

Salmon fisheries, extracts from report by Marshall McDonald on 424 

Salmon fisheries, protection of 391 

Salmon fisherien, reports on ; 385-i59 

Salmon fisheries, suggested laws to protect 103, 411, 412, 459 

Salmon pack, statistics 393, 455, 458 

Salmon packing stations 423, 457 

Sea otter 442 

Smuggling 438 

Alaska Commercial Company : 

Seals taken for all purposes by 258-274 

Seals taken for skins by, 1870-1889 72 

Alaska Improvement Company, protection of salmon fisheries 414 

Alexander, A. B., cruise of the Louis Olseu 152 

Aliens : 

Salmon fisheries can not be held by 395 

Salmon streams held by 388 

Angel Dolly, sei zure of 100, 202 

Arbitration, Paris Tribunal of 280 

American i>08itiou 281 

Award of 2H6 

British position 282 

Decision of 282 

Declarations of, referred to Governments of United States and Great 

Britain 293 

Extracts from argument of American counsel on pelagic sealing 75 

Phelps, E. J., argument of 303 

Regulations of 283,289 

163 
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Pageu 

Area, Paris award, number of skins taken within, 18iK)-1894 321 

Bachelor seals, or holluschickie 123,309 

Barling, H. J., protection of salmon fisheries 410, 414 

Barricades and obstructions, salmon fishing 385 

Batcheller, George 8., Acting Secretary of the Treasury, instructions 426 

Bayard. T. F., ambassador, correspondence relating to pelagic sealing 335 

Bean, T. H . , ich thy ologist, report 426 

Beatrice, seizure of 380,381 

Berf^, Carlos, preservation of seal life 43 

Bering Sea : 

Cruise of the Louis Olsen in 152 

Pelagic sealing in, correspondence 315-382 

Black Diamond, seizure of 299 

Blanchard, Raphael, preservation of seal life 46 

Bradford, W. B., protection of salmon fisheries 413 

Brice, J. J., Commissioner ojf Fish and Fisheries, correspondence 369 

British Bering Sea commissioners : 

Instructions to 66 

International action suggested by 64 

Methods of giviug effect to suggested regulations 63 

Methods of regulation, alternative, suggested 63 

Regulations for protection recommended 62 

Suggestions of, favor the pelagic sealer 65 

British vessels seized, list of 292 

Bund's law relating to salmon fisheries, England and Wales 430 

Callbreath, John C, letter to special agent 448 

Candle-fish (eulachon) 390 

Canneries, salmon: 

Distauces from Cape Fox to 423, 457 

Karluk River 405 

Location of 393,419,421 

Names of 393,419,421 

Tin used in, cost of 423 

Cape Fox, sailing distances from canneries 423,457 

Carlisle, J. G., Secretary of the Treasury : 

Correspondence relating to pelagic sealing 315-336, 351, 354 

Instructions 436 

Caroline, sealing vessel 202 

Catch of pelagic sealers, 1868-1894 27 

Challenge, sealing vessel 202 

Characteristics of seal pups 122 

Characteristics of seals 6,39,276 

Clark, George Archibald 461 

Climatic conditions of islands 4, 88, 120 

Codfish industry of Alaska, statistics 396 

Collett, Robert, preservation of seal life 44 

Commander Islands, seal life on 36 

Commission, joint, suggested 67 

Companies, canning, names of 393, 419, 421 

Correspondence of Departments on i>elagic sealing 315-382 

Costigan, John, correspondence relating to pelagic sealing 340, 361 

Counsel, American, remarks of, regarding management oi seal islands 67 

Cruise of the Louis Olsen in Bering Sea 152 

Curtis, W. E., Acting Secretary or the Treasury, correspondence relating to 

pelagic sealing 348 

Customs of natives 398,399 

Death of pups, starvation cause of 11, 34, 83 

Decrease of nerds, cause of 11, 16, 300 

Deer, destruction of 441 

Depositions : 

Abbey, C. A 206,239 

Ackerly,J.C.S 118 

Adams, George R 174,207,219 

Adair, C 206,216,219,247 

Akatoo 239,247 

Alexander, A. B 152,174,216,239 

Alexandroflf, J 233 

Allen, J. A 1 174,214 

AlUs, W. C 181 

American Commissioners 173, 181, 195, 231 
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Depositiona— Continued. Page. 

Anderson, A 223,226 

Anderson, C. H 181 

Anderson, C. F : 226 

Anderson, Peter 204 

AndriciuB, H 204,239 

Apokchee, N 233 

Armstrong, James 174 

Armstrong, John 180,181 

Artomanoff, Kerrick 101,175,182 

Avery, Charles 216,239,247 

Ayonkee,Adam 207,233,239,247 

Baden-Powell, Sir George 165 

Ball, George 224,226,247 

Barnes, M 83 

Baronovitch, J 182,216,239,247 

Bates, Maurice 207,233,239 

Behlow, Charles J 200 

Bendt, William 219 

Bennett, W.C 207,224,233,240 

Benson, E 207,224,233,240 

Benson, M 202,207,219,240,247 

Beviugton, H. S 138,141 

Bliedner, Bernhardt 204,240,247 

Bonde, Neils 166,207,219 

Bowa-chup 214,233,247 

Bradley, J. A 204,226,240 

Bradley, T 220,240,247 

Brennau, William 227,240 

Brown, Henry 202,240,247 

Brown, Peter 214,216,220,233,239,240 

Brown, Thomas 204,207,247 

Bryant, Charles 192 

Buterin,K 172,176 

Buynitsky, S. N 192 

Callapa,L 240,247 

Campbell, Charles 216,220,240 

Canetak.1 233 

Cantwell, J.C 183,247 

Carthcut,J.L 202,227 

Cathcut, Captain 172 

Challall, Charles 207,220,247 

Charlie 233,248 

Chichinoflf,V 234,240 

Chin-koo-tin, S 203,234,240 

Christiansen, J 207,240,248 

Church, Peter 203,207,227,241,248 
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